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Singapore: Asia’s Leading Location for Biomedical and Cosmetic Industries ver the years, Singapore has established its position as a trusted and competitive site for biomedical manufacturing. Thanks to its strong R&D capabilities, central location and networks with regional markets, it has become a recognised centre for biomedical sciences.



O



Leading pharmaceutical, biotechnology and medical technology companies have invested massively to build their regional headquarters, manufacturing sites or R&D centres here. On the academic side, several research agreements between France have been signed and this cooperation even resulted in the creation of French-Singaporean labs, such as IPAL, CINTRA and more recently, BMC2, MERLION. The international R&D scene in Singapore is very dynamic, particularly the sector that IPAL has put emphasis on for a while: high-content biomedical images analysis. Set up in 1998 as a special overseas French National Centre for Scientific Research laboratory (CNRS), IPAL became a UMI CNRS lab (CNRS International Mixed research Unit, or Unité Mixte Internationale) in 2007, the highest scientific ranking among the CNRS labs overseas. In connection to Singaporean biomedical research institutes (BII and IMB/A*STAR), hospitals (NUH, SGH) as with pharmaceutical industries in Singapore (Roche Translational Medicine Hub, Singapore), our research themes – stem cells proliferation and differentiation, angiogenesis and tissue/tumour growing – are tremendously important. The biomedical sciences industry in Singapore engages in a wide range of activities, including R&D, drug discovery, medical technology innovation and manufacturing. Dedicated R&D centres



such as Danone Baby Early Life Nutrition or L’Oréal have opened in the city-state. Many of them are hosted in Biopolis, the international research and development centre, which celebrated its 10th anniversary in 2013. Within a decade, Biopolis has established a reputation as a world-class biomedical research hub and put Singapore on the scientific world map. To boost this development, the Singapore Government is setting aside more than S$3.7 billion between 2011 to 2015 to enhance its existing biomedical R&D infrastructure, integrate multidisciplinary research and translate basic science into tangible outcome quality. Beyond its excellent infrastructure and worldwide recognition, Singapore’s location also allows biomedical companies to address unmet healthcare needs in its fast-growing neighbour markets. Not only dynamic in the biomedical sciences industry, Singapore is also emerging as the favourite destination among the Southeast Asian countries for global cosmetic players. According to the latest data from Euromonitor, Singapore's beauty and personal care market has grown to US$1.46 billion in 2013, a 5.8% yearly increase from 2012. This leaves plenty of opportunities for talented French companies, which are most welcome especially when the R&D/R&T components are considered, in connection to Singapore’s prolific local institutions. Prof. Daniel RACOCEANU Professor at Sorbonne Universities, University Pierre and Marie Curie / Director of CNRS - IPAL - Image and Pervasive Access Lab / Co-President of the FCCS R&D Committee
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