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Novel



L'Enfant qui mesurait le monde (The Child Who Measured the World) Metin Arditi August 2016 304 pp. Longlisted for Prix Goncourt



Metin Arditi whisks readers away to the imaginary Greek island of Kalamaki where we meet three unique and endearing characters: Yannis, an autistic child, Maraki, his mother and guardian, and Eliot, an architect who has come to continue the project his beloved daughter started on the island before her tragic death. But, a real estate development backed by local politicians will turn their world upside down… From behind his wall of silence, little Yannis measures everything down to the very order of the world. Maraki, his mother who is raising him on her own, gets up every morning at dawn to laboriously make a living by longline fishing. Eliot is a retired architect who has left the US to live on the island where his daughter died and continue a study she began. While scouring Greece in search of the Golden Ratio, he meets Maraki and her son, and decides to come to their aid. The old man quickly takes to this child, who is so different from any other he has met. He tells him about the great myths of Antiquity: the lives of the gods, their passions, their crimes… But plans to build a luxury hotel create an excitement among the population. It might radically transform the island… Wouldn’t it be a better idea to build a school, a sort of phalanstery that would bring together the most brilliant minds and prepare them to be world leaders, just like Eliot’s daughter imagined? While the inhabitants of the island engage in soul-searching, other relationships are formed between these three characters, thanks to the deep friendship established between the autistic child and the elderly man. Metin Arditi is a Swiss novelist of Turkish origin and author of Le Turquetto (winner of the 2012 Prix Jean Giono). For Grasset, he has published La Confrérie des moines volants (2014) and Juliette dans son bain (2015). As a special envoy for UNESCO to establish intercultural dialogue, he has travelled frequently to Israel and Palestine, as well as Turkey, Armenia and Greece where he spends most of his time. In Geneva, he presides over the Pole Autism Foundation. Rights sold: Greek (Patakis)



“A serious and tender novel in which Metin Arditi’s art of storytelling reveals itself with great sensitivity.” Le Point “Metin Arditi’s new novel shimmers with intelligence, sensitivity and artistic, literary, and philosophical erudition.” Le Figaro Littéraire “A beautiful comédie humaine where Metin Arditi juxtaposes the order of Ancient Greece with the chaos of our contemporary world.” Le Magazine Littéraire
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Novel



Débarrassés du bonheur (Good Riddance to Happiness) Sylvie Aymard October 2016 200 pp.



After the death of Servanne’s parents, Mundi takes her under his wing. But she soon finds this friend of the family’s presence stifling and decides to escape. While running away, the teenage girl falls in love with a stranger… but is he really the man she believes him to be? A nail-biting work of suspense. Servanne was a good child, growing up in a wealthy family in the South of France. But, after her parents die while she is still a young teenager, she is taken in by Mundi, a charismatic adventurer who moved to France after the Algerian War, and turns out to have been her mother’s ex-lover. Free-spirited and passionate, Servanne cannot blossom in the custody of this possessive man and decides to escape. She runs away and goes into hiding after finding her mother’s tiny, remote hometown, where she meets Sandro, a stranger who is just passing through. He’s a solitary, mysterious and wounded man who wants to help her. Quickly, Servanne falls in love... But she knows next to nothing about his past, or his time in prison where, coincidentally, he knew a man named Mundi… Sylvie Aymard is the author of several novels, including Courir dans les bois sans désemparer (2006), Du Silence sur les mains (2008), La vie lente des hommes (2010), and C'est une occupation sans fin que d'être vivant (2013).
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Novel



Police Hugo Boris August 2016 190 pp.



A sweltering summer night. After an exhausting day, three police officers, Virginie, Érik and Aristide, accept to be part of a very special mission. The nearby detention centre is on fire, and illegal immigrants are being held there. One of these migrants is placed in their custody, making them responsible for bringing him across the border. When they discover their prisoner will most certainly be killed if he returns to his home country, each of them is confronted with an impossible dilemma, forcing them to confront their respective doubts. A claustrophobic, and superbly orchestrated story. A Tajik man, whose request for asylum has been rejected, refuses to break his unsettling silence – despite the fact that his dossier states that his return home will be met with certain death. During a 25km trip, the three officers will have to make a harrowing choice, led by Virginie, for whom these next hours are also crucial: at the crack of dawn, she has an appointment to abort the baby from her extramarital affair with Aristide. He refuses, and is still trying to dissuade her. But the tragedy of this expressionless and terrified stranger shatters all their convictions… How to be oneself, every day, every second, in today’s world? How to do the impossible job of having people respect order without abandoning one’s own principles? In this powerfully dramatic novel, Hugo Boris takes a highly tense story of four people holed up together, and condenses it into a few hours, where personal choice and collective responsibility collide. Hugo Boris is the author of four highly acclaimed novels: Le Baiser dans la nuque (2005), La Délégation norvégienne (2007), Je n’ai pas dansé depuis longtemps (2010) and Trois grands fauves (2013). Rights sold: Russian (AST) Film rights under option



“A dense, sober, nervous and magnificently well-written story.” Libération “The writing is cinematic, and the rhythm is sharp and fast.… Precise, forceful, and destabilizing.” L’Obs “A memorable, dead-end tale.” Marie-Claire “One can feel this author’s greedy love of narration and the pleasure he takes in sharing fictions anchored in real life. This enthusiasm is shared with the reader, who is unable to put the book down.” Lire
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Novel



L'Incandescente Claudie Hunzinger August 2016 306 pp. Longlisted for Prix Jean Giono



Here is the story of Emma, a woman in love – and, incidentally, the author’s mother... Claudie Hunzinger stumbled upon the latter’s passionate correspondence with her girlfriend Marcelle, while they were teenagers. The intensity of their bond, and the beauty of every first experience described, offered incredible material for a novel. L’Incandescente is proof of this, as it plunges readers into Claudie Hunzinger’s lyrical and magnetic universe. Emma is sixteen when she meets Marcelle, an adolescent who is bursting with life. Along with several other young women, they form a merry group. But tuberculosis is currently wreaking havoc in France and Marcelle, that enfant terrible, is sent to a sanatorium where she and Emma start exchanging letters. What follows is a fascinating account of what it is to be young in the 1950s, but also, and especially, of an overwhelming and intense friendship. In addition to this, the novel recounts Emma’s other great love: a man also named Marcel, Hunziger’s father, whose dark and hidden side is revealed. Claudie Hunzinger is an artist and writer. With Grasset, she has published three novels, Elles vivaient d'espoir (2010), La survivance (2012) and La langue des oiseaux (2014).



“The author is an unparalleled storyteller. She latches onto you, takes you on a journey, and never lets you go. Her eternally mischievous perspective incessantly reinvents itself. Readers will lap up this tale of youth and emancipation.” Page “There’s something gentle and ruffled in this cordial book that tells the tale of Marcelle’s and Emma’s love.” Le Monde des livres
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Novel



Un homme cruel (A Cruel Man) Gilles Jacob September 2016 320 pp.



Here is the true story of a star who has faded into oblivion: Japanese actor, Sessue Hayakawa. Once as famous as Charlie Chaplin or Rudolf Valentino, this legendary character now occupies little more than a few lines in Hollywood history books. In this fascinating novel, former director of the Cannes Film Festival Gilles Jacob, offers us a beautiful homage, which is also a reflection on the nature of glory and the loss of innocence. Sessue Hayakawa was born in Japan in 1889 and left for America as a young man. Here, as early as 1910, during the silent era, he became the first Hollywood star of Asian origin – and one of its greatest seducers. His charisma, his charm, and his dreamy eyes melted the hearts of more than one actress. He was one of cinema’s last tycoons, whose fabulous receptions in his California castle would make newspaper headlines. That is, until anti-Japanese racism led to this idol’s fall – and to his dizzying collision course with life. Upon leaving Hollywood, he became a man of adventurous travel, danger, vertiginous success and bitter failures. Opium, gambling, attempted murders, the Roaring Twenties, the French Resistance during WWII, and not to mention the mythical shoot of Bridge on the River Kwai, which won seven Oscars and brought him back to international stardom in 1957. A life this extraordinary could only have a sublime ending, worthy of a Kurosawa film. After all these twists and turns between frenzy and furor, at the age of 72, Sessue Hayakawa withdrew to a Buddhist monastery, far from the limelight of Hollywood. Gilles Jacob is the former director of the Cannes Film Festival, and author of Le Festival de Cannes n’aura pas lieu (2015) as well as co-writer of J’ai vécu dans mes rêves (2015) with Michel Piccoli.
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Novel



California girls Simon Liberati August 2016 342 pp. Longlisted for Prix Renaudot



Los Angeles, 8 August 1969. Roman Polanski’s pregnant wife, Sharon Tate, is eviscerated and her friends are massacred by three of Charles Manson’s young, drugged-up disciples. After the success of Eva and Jane Mansfield 1967, Simon Liberati dives headfirst into this mythical American event, describing this monstrous crime and symbolic end of the hippie era in powerful detail. Over the course of thirty-six hours and three acts, Liberati delivers a psychedelic western in hallucinatory hyperrealism. Charles (aka Charlie) Manson is a dangerous guru. He radicalizes a group of hippies – three girls and one guy – whom he charges with a mission he believes will save the world and begin a race war. That very night, high up in the Hollywood Hills, these young drug addicts kill five people. The sublime Sharon Tate – Roman Polanski’s wife who is eight months pregnant – is left to die after being stabbed sixteen times with a bayonet. Sadie, one of the killers, uses her blood to write the word PIG on the wall of the villa before leaving the premises. At daybreak, the nation wakes up petrified to learn about the blood-chilling crime on their TV screens. In an ultraviolent flash, Hollywood opulence and the hippie utopia are instantly annihilated, replacing it with a new, morbid reflection of America. This heinous felony, the revenge of a failed rocker, Satanism, political schemes, the Black Panthers… The horrific crime preserves its share of mysteries. The image of these three girls defying American courtrooms, guilty of terrifying acts committed under the influence of a guru they took for Jesus Christ, has long haunted Simon Liberati, who was a child at the time of the events. The result of several months of investigation makes California Girls a literary exploit, where everything is rigorously true down to the slightest detail. Readers will tear through it like a novel, leaving them somewhere between fascination and malaise. Simon Liberati is the author of six books, Anthologie des apparitions (2004), Nada exist (2007), L’Hyper Justine (winner of the 2009 Prix de Flore), Jayne Mansfield 1967 (Prix Femina 2011), 113 études de littérature romantique (2013), and Eva (2015). Rights sold for Jane Mansfield 1967: Italian (Fandango)



“An indisputable literary accomplishment.” Le Figaro littéraire “A grating, lyrical novel, extremely well-documented and, like all the author’s books, secretly metaphysical, haunted, and irrigated by an astonishing interrogation of what is evil.” Télérama “A devastatingly human approach.” Le Monde
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Novel



Les Larmes (Tears) Pascal Quignard September 2016 224 pp.



Pascal Quignard, author of a grandiose literary work, returns once again with a novel cut from the same cloth as those that have made him the internationally renowned author we’ve come to know. Here, he tells the story of Nithard who, in the 9th century, was the first person to ever write in French. Like in Tous Les Matins du Monde (All the World’s Mornings – translated internationally), where we discover the famous viole-player Marin Marais, Les Larmes resuscitates another figure that history forgot: Nithard, the first person to ever write in French, in 842. In his inimitable style, Pascal Quignard reinvents the man’s life, as well as that of his twin brother, Hartnid. Pascal Quignard has never felt any national, or even regional pride. Only languages enthral him – like that precise moment when, in a child’s mouth, sound becomes a word and we shift from a symbolic system to something else: the birth of a language. He shares this moment of transformation with us through the story of these two brothers. Pascal Quignard is a novelist (Carus, Le Salon du Wurtemberg, Les Escaliers de Chambord, Tous les matins du monde, Terrasse à Rome, Villa Amalia, Les Solidarités mystérieuses) and has written a great number of literary texts where fiction mingles with reflection. The first volume of Dernier Royaume, Les ombres errantes, received the Prix Goncourt in 2002, and Mourir de penser, volume IX, was published in 2014. Foreign rights sold: Castilian (Mexico/Spain/US: Sexto Pisto; Latin American excluding Mexico: El Cuenco de Plata), Korean (Moonji), World English (Seagull Books) Foreign rights sold for the different volumes of Dernier Royaume: Albanian (Koci), Bosnian (TDK Sahinpasik), Bulgarian (Lege Artis), Castilian (La Cifra, Sexto Piso for Mexico/ Cuenco de Plata for Latin America excluding Mexico), Chinese (simplified: Yilin), Czech (Vojtech Ripka Jitro), Estonian (Kultuurileht), English (Seagull), German (Diaphanes), Japanese (Seido Sha), Korean (Moonhak Kwa), Polish (Czytelnik), Portuguese (Portugal: Gotica)



“Les Larmes remains faithful to the author’s enlightened meanderings, somewhere between erudition and generously sharing knowledge. It is an endless source of wisdom, beauty, and amazement.” JDD
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Novel



Le Cri (The Scream) Thierry Vila August 2016 256 pp.



Lil Servinsky works on oil exploration boats as a doctor, and Le Septentrion is her last mission. But, little by little, it turns out to be a hostile microcosm where the air is thick with love and hatred… Thierry Vila offers us a novel that is both magnificent and thrilling with Conradian and Melvillian overtones, written with both precision and poetry. Lil Servinsky is thirty-five. She is the daughter of an English father and Rwandan mother who studied medicine in Paris, specialized in surgery, and now works as the in-house doctor on an oil exploration boat. Since she left France five years ago, Lil has never taken a break in her wanderlust and, between jobs, she stays at a random seaside hotel until her next tour of duty. Lil’s relationship to the world is a peculiar one. She has a neurological disease where she will scream irrepressibly without warning. Lil lost her mother in tragic circumstances. Like her, she was raped however, Lil watched her get murdered before her very eyes in Kigali, in 1994. When the story begins, the young woman boards Le Septentrion off the coast of Surinam. On this ship, she will meet the brother she never had, Robert Cazal, but must also confront the nasty Commandant Blache, along with other characters, each more hostile than the next. Uncontrollable bouts of hatred will slowly take over the hermetically sealed confines of the boat… Three months after climbing aboard, Lil Servinsky will abandon ship… Thierry Vila is a surgeon and author. In addition to novels, he also writes for the stage and the screen. Among his novels are: L’oiseau silencieux (1989), La procession des pierres (1990), Les inhumains (1994). La nage (2001) and Le Bâtisseur (2008).



“The kind of book you never forget.” Pèlerin “Thierry Vila’s Cri [“scream”] is filled with vibratos and silences, staccato and pitch-perfect notes. This book is the unique journey of a wildly free voice.” Page
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First Novel



Fils du feu (Son of Fire) Guy Boley August 2016 160 pp. Prix Georges Brassens 2016 Longlisted for Prix du Premier Roman and Prix Jean Giono



Born in the fires of the forge where their father worked, two brothers are next in line to take up the flame. But the untimely death of one brother leaves the family devastated. Through the eyes of his brother – first a child, then an adult – we learn about this family, where each member invents their own illusions to cope with the pain of their loss. While Father drowns his sorrows in alcohol, Mother prefers to act as if nothing has happened. But how can one forbid a mother from setting the table for a ghost, or tuck in the sheets of a bed every night that has been long empty? Why not let happiness reign instead? After becoming an adult and confirmed painter, the narrator will once again find peace in his own paintings. Through this, he reveals his childhood in a France of legends, where men still forge metal, grandmothers skin frogs like monkeys would bananas, and mothers in mourning pretend their lost sons are still alive in order to erase their deaths. Written splendidly, Guy Boley offers us a stunning first novel with such talent and precision that he leaves no room for sadness. Guy Boley was born in 1952. He has worked as a bricklayer, factory worker, street singer, fire eater, acrobat, performer, circus director, high line tightrope walker, stagehand, screenwriter, bus driver, bodyguard, and stuntman before eventually becoming a playwright for dance and theatre companies. He has performed over one hundred shows in Europe, Japan, African, and the US. Fils du feu is his first novel.



“A devastating and remarkably well-written story.” L’Obs “Fils du feu goes beyond being a simple bildungsroman. Its story is fuelled by a style where words are intoxicating, and our language is celebrated, along with the many others that have nourished it.” Livres Hebdo “A tender, violent, singular, and remarkably well-written book.” Le Figaro littéraire
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First Novel



Petit Pays (Little Country) Gaël Faye August 2016 224 pp. Prix Fnac 2016 Longlisted for Prix Goncourt, Prix Renaudot, Prix Médicis, Prix Interallié, Grand Prix du Roman de l’Académie Française, Prix du Premier Roman, Prix du Style, Prix du Roman des étudiants France Culture-Télérama More than 70.000 copies sold



1992. Gabriel, is ten years old and lives in Burundi’s comfortable expat neighbourhood, with his French father, an entrepreneur, his Tutsi Rwandan mother, and his little sister Ana. Gabriel spends the better part of his time playing with friends and having fun in the tiny cul-de-sac they have turned into their kingdom. This peaceful existence will suddenly shatter when this “little African country” is brutally hit by war. In this magnificent coming-of-age novel, Gaël Faye describes an end of innocence and dives deep into the torments and questions of a child caught in the maelstrom of history. Gabriel anxiously watches his parents separate, as the civil war looms in the distance, right before the tragedy of the Rwandan Civil War. His neighbourhood is devastated. One wave of violence is followed by another, invading and destroying everything around him. Gabriel simply saw himself as a child, but he will soon discover he is mixed race, Tutsi, French… Gaël Faye breathes life into a forgotten world of a child’s first years, with its joyful and secret moments – the scent of lemongrass filling the street, evening strolls in bougainvillea-lined byways, afternoon naps under perforated mosquito nets, futile conversations spent sitting on beer crates, termites coming out of the woodwork on stormy days... But also, and especially, to yell out to the universe that this world existed, with its simple existences, daily life, and gentle rhythms, before these men and women were forced to split and take sides, or be exiled to the four corners of the world. With its exceptionally extensive perspective, this first novel tells a dramatic story that the author knows first-hand. It is shot through with light and shadows, tragedy and humour, and characters who, each in their own way, try desperately to survive their tragedy. French-Rwandan, Gaël Faye is an author, composer, and rap artist. He is as influenced by Creole literature as he is by hip hop culture, and released an album in 2010 with the group Milk Coffee & Sugar (discovered at the Printemps de Bourges music festival). In 2013, his first solo album, Pili Pili sur un Croissant au Beurre, appeared. It was recorded between Bujumbura and Paris, and is filled with a plethora of musical influences: rap laced with soul and jazz, semba, Congolese rumba, sébène… Petit pays is his first novel. Foreign rights sold: Catalan (Empúries), Chinese (simplified: People’s Literature PH), Danish (Arvids), Dutch (Hollands Diep), Finnish (Like), German (Piper), Greek (Patakis), Hebrew (Modan), Italian (Bompiani), Japanese (Hayakawa), Norwegian (Gyldendal Norsk), Polish (Foksal), Swedish (Norstedts), Turkish (Epsilon), World Castilian (Salamandra), World English (Chatto & Windus) Film rights under offer.



“Gaël Faye’s words are a mix of such precision, gentleness and gravitas that finishing this first novel feels like coming out of a heartrending embrace.” Le Point “A magnificent book that continues to shake up the Fall literary season.” Le Parisien “This beautiful coming-of-age novel expresses a harrowing yearning for kindness and harmony. The result is a vision of the world – not political, but poetic – that attempts a balancing act between both horror and wonder.” Le Figaro 16



Women’s Literary Fiction



Crépuscule du tourment (Twilight of Torment) Leonora Miano August 2016 288 pp. Prix Transfuge 2016 Somewhere in sub-Saharan Africa. Four different women address the same man, Dio, and follow one another to make up the four parts of this ensemble novel: of Madame, Dio’s mother, Amandla, the woman he left because he loved her too much, Ixora, the woman he chose to live with because he didn’t love her, and finally Tiki, his sister. These private stories are told over the course of a night, from dusk till dawn, and offer Léonora Miano the opportunity to return to the themes she holds dear. These women tell us about their lives, and sometimes even relate the exact same episodes from a distinct point of view, each of them with their own language, cultural background, personality and radically different sensibilities. They nevertheless all have one thing in common: a part of themselves that has been amputated, a repressed secret, a painful childhood, a desire that had to be sacrificed, a shameful lineage… and, weighing heavily on their shoulders since time immemorial, the double burden of colonization and enslaved femininity. Madame is the wife of Amos Mususedi, son of famed colonial administrator Angus Mususedi. She has not always been the corseted and mannered bourgeois patrician, who refuses her son’s choice to bring Ixora – this young widow and mother of a family – back to their home country, and who will do everything, absolutely everything, to prevent this woman “without a genealogy” and descendant of slaves from marrying her son, Dio. Amandla, Dio’s first wife, who also came from “the North” (of Europe), and who also had to deal with Madame’s racial and social ostracism, is a sensual woman who discovers pleasure with her lover Misipo, becomes passionate about Kemitic vitalism, and becomes an Afrocentric activist. Ixora, a European born of Caribbean parents, is not the person presented by Madame in the first chapter: she discovers love and liberty in the arms of a woman. And Tiki is not simply this young affluent girl raised with a silver spoon in her mouth and living in Europe. The primitive scenes of her childhood partly determine the unconventional sexuality she has chosen for herself… Born in 1973, in Douala (Cameroon), Léonora Miano has lived in France since 1991. She is the author of seven novels, including L’intérieur de la nuit (2005), Contours du jour qui vient (2006 winner of the Prix Goncourt des Lycéens), Les Aubes écarlates (2009), two collections of short texts, a text for the theatre, and La Saison de l’ombre, which was published by Grasset and won the 2013 Prix Femina. Rights sold for La saison de l’ombre: Dutch (Van Gennep), Portuguese (Antigona), Romanian (Ibu Publishing), Swedish (Celanders), World Castilian (Casa Africa), World English (Seagull Books)



“An ambitious novel where words burst into flames, bodies throw all caution to the wind, and women cast their spells.” Télérama “Crépuscule du tourment is an accomplished ensemble novel where every character unfurls their respective truths with dignity – truths that are most often buried in the forgotten pages of history.” L’humanité “A book that fearlessly shakes up preconceived notions and sleepy consciences.” Transfuge 17



Women’s Literary Fiction



Alice et les orties (Alice and the Stinging Nettles) Julie Bonnie October 2016 160 pp.



In the form of an illustrated and phantasmagorical tale, Alice et les orties tells the story of a young, deeply wounded woman who lives behind a wall of silence. One day, however, she decides to overcome her pain by putting it into words. With her latest book, Julie Bonnie offers us the undeniable proof that literature can heal wounds and shatter secrets. Alice is haunted by her painful past, which she would rather be rid of. Since silence kills and shame smothers, Alice decides to write her story, then burn it. This way she can exorcise it from her life once and for all. But, how to find the words and describe the indescribable? Along the way, Alice encounters monsters, dead people, and wacky characters, all of whom will help her finally understand what happened: as a young girl, she met a disturbed boy who sexually assaulted her. Armed with her violent yet graceful pen, to which Robin Feix’s Jean Cocteau-esque drawings add their poetic beauty, Julie Bonnie offers us a literary work that will leave no reader indifferent. Julie Bonnie is a musician and the author of Chambre 2 (2013, currently being adapted into a film), as well as Mon amour (2015). Robin Feix is a graphic designer and the bassist for a popular French rock band.
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Literature



Le Monde est mon langage (The World Is My Language) Alain Mabanckou August 2016 320 pp. Longlisted for Prix Décembre



In this contagiously optimistic essay, Alain Mabanckou offers us a trip around the world of ideas and emotions as only the French language can express, by the most diverse group of people, be they famous or unknown, young or not so young... Fascinating. Alain Mabanckou went out to meet them, and now tells us about them in this collection of loving and admiring portraits. JMG Le Clézio in Paris, a stranger in New Orleans who quotes Toussaint Louverture to him, Sony Labou Tansi who, in Congo, wrote in spiral notebooks across from two posters of Che Guevara, Dany Laferrière in Montreal, and many more... They all share the same language, and their language is our world. Born in Congo, but dividing his time between California, where he teaches literature at UCLA, Paris, where he studied, and the rest of the world, where he presents his books, Alain Mabanckou is a French-language author for whom the language is not restricted to the country’s hexagonal borders. Far from it! It is spoken by the most passionate and unexpected people around the world, and this book is magnificent proof. Alain Mabanckou is the author of Mémoire de porc-épic (winner of the 2006 Prix Renaudot) and several other bestselling novels, like Petit piment (2015). In 2015-2016, he was visiting professor at the Collège de France, chairing the annual committee on artistic creation. Previous work published in 15 languages. “A fascinating book depicting the odyssey of a true hero of French letters – one who was able to map out that vast territory and breathe life back into it through his humour, poetic touch, and verve.” Les Inrockuptibles “Mabanckou offers a sparkling gallery of portraits.… stories buoyed by the enthusiasm, intensity, and humour that he is known for.” Magazine Littéraire
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Anthology



Mythologies américaines (American Mythologies) Dany Laferrière January 2015 555 pp.



This volume brings together Dany Laferrière’s novels that made him famous - Comment faire l’amour avec un nègre sans se fatiguer (1985), Cette grenade dans la main du jeune Nègre est-elle une arme ou un fruit ? (1993), Fête chez Hoki (1987) – and the unpublished: Truman Capote au Park Hotel. These books make up what he called his “American mythology.” We first follow Dany Laferrière to Canada, then to the US. The young Dany dreams about himself and the great writers he loves. He seems to do nothing but converse with a friend and try to pick up girls, while ironically speculating about the “White woman/Negro male” question. But, in actual fact, he spends all his time writing. From his very first books, we find the Laferrière of L’Énigme du retour (The Return) and Je suis un écrivain japonais (I Am a Japanese Writer) – a man who plays with clichés in order to better circumvent them, the falsely casual writer who patiently builds a body of work, the humourist who talks about serious things, and especially, the flexible and enchanting stylist and novelist who invented his own literary genre. ‘This is not a novel. I say this, thinking of Magritte drawing a pipe and writing underneath: This is not a pipe. I write this book with notes taken on the fly just about everywhere in North America.’ Dany Laferrière was born in Port-au-Prince in 1953. He won the Prix Médicis in 2009 with L’Énigme du retour (Grasset, 2009 – The Return in English, 2011) and, in 2013, became the first Québécois author of Haitian birth to be elected to the Académie française. Foreign rights sold for previous titles: Castilian (Alianza), Chinese (simplified: Shanghai 99 Reader, Haitian Publishing House), Danish (Turbine Forlaget), English (UK: MacLehose Press-Quercus; Canada: Douglas and McIntyre, Arsenal Pulp Press), German (Das Wunderhorn), Italian (Gremese, 66Thand2nd), Japanese (Fujiwara Shoten), Korean (The Open Books, Thinking Tree), Polish (Weltbild Polska), Romanian (Echinox), Russian (Text), Serbian (Laguna)



“A collection that shows the extent to which Dany Laferrière – from his very first publications – is a master.” Le Figaro Littéraire “Books that sparkle with intelligence, jazz, eroticism, and racial clichés carefully blown to bits.” L’Obs
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Commercial Fiction



Les Nouveaux amants (Modern Lovers) Alexandre Jardin October 2016 240 pp.



Alexandre Jardin makes his expectedly sensational return with this new comedy exploring the powerful forces of passion and love. How can such a thing redefine us entirely, push us to throw all caution to the wind, and reach heights of madness that had been completely alien to us until then? What are the joys, and what are the dangers? This unique and madcap tragicomedy attempts to find out. Oscar is 42 and a successful playwright. His wife Anne is an actress. In this perfect décor lives an ideal couple, and a fulfilled man who couldn’t hope for anything more. And yet... Life is full of surprises, especially when love gets involved. Her name is Roses de Tonnerre. She’s 25, carefree, and full of contradictions. The only thing Roses respects is the unexpected, and any game, as long as she doesn’t have to follow the rules. Add to that, she’s a very adventurous and sensual partner. Oscar can’t resist, and will singe his wings as they come together and form an explosive cocktail. Almost immediately, they experience the dangers of passion. Should one try everything in love? Toss all the ballast of foresight and wisdom overboard? By confusing their brakes with their gas pedal, Roses and Oscar will live to the whims of their unbridled desire… Alexandre Jardin is the author of roughly twenty works that have been translated in several countries, including Le Zèbre, L’île des Gauchers, Fanfan, Des Gens très Bien, Le Zubial, and Le roman des Jardin. Foreign rights sold for previous titles: Dutch (Meulenhoff, De Bezige Bij), German (C. Bertelsmann), Greek (Modern Times), Italian (Bompiani), Korean (Munhak Segye-Sa), Romanian (Humanitas), Russian (Corpus), Turkish (Can Yayinlari)
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Commercial Fiction



Jonathan Weakshield Antoine Sénanque April 2016 300 pp.



Welcome to Les Misérables of the English industrial revolution. On the dirty, fog-covered banks of the Thames stands the shadow of Jonathan Weakshield – a rare brand of hero. Antoine Sénanque offers readers a grand, modern novel, mixing fratricidal hatred and tragic love. It is a sort of «Gangs of London» as powerfully cinematic as Martin Scorsese’s «Gangs of New York.» It is 1897 in London and Scotland Yard is far from handling its last gruesome case. Jack the Ripper had made headlines ten years earlier and now another case is about to be reopened: that of Jonathan Weakshield. This former underworld kingpin has been declared dead for fifteen years. The leader of the notorious “Seven Dials” ghetto in London once ruled the streets alongside Viking, the bloodthirsty dwarf at the head of the city’s gangs, and was officially hanged in 1884. But an intercepted letter containing his handwriting proves he’s still alive... While a tenacious inspector tirelessly retraces his past – from his years in the penal colony of Australia to making his fortune in the gold mines of Bathurst – the investigation, led by two journalists of the Daily News, slowly uncovers the secrets of the man nicknamed the “Wolf of Seven Dials” for his cruelty. Who is he? And why is he resurfacing now? To answer this, one must go back in time, put the screws to former gang leaders, revisit the Ireland of his youth and the Great Potato Famine, follow his rise through the ranks of the underworld, relive the Battle of Strugglefield, the bloody clash where the best gang leaders are selected, his split with his friend Viking and his secret affair with Fine the Irishwoman. Weakshield returns to London to find her. But when unfinished business remerges, it looks like a lot of bad blood might have to spill. With Grasset, Antoine Sénanque has published Blouse (2004), La grande garde (Prix Jean Bernard, 2007), L’ami de jeunesse (Prix Découverte Figaro Magazine, 2008), Salut Marie ! (Prix Version Fémina, 2013) and Etienne regrette (2014).



“A crazy and immensely creative novel, brimming with talent – and carcasses.” Le Point “Ferocious and flamboyant.” Les Échos “A vigorous and lush portrait of London’s squalid neighbourhoods in the late-19th century. (…) Antoine Sénanque proudly sketches a gallery of portraits that would make Hieronymus Bosch jealous.” Le Magazine Littéraire
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Reminder



La Septième Fonction du langage (The Seventh Function of Language) Laurent Binet September 2015 496 pp. Trade edition : 120, 000 copies sold Prix Interallié 2015 Prix FNAC 2015 After the worldwide success of HHhH, selected as one of the 100 best books of 2012 by the New York Times (First novel’s Goncourt prize 2010), Laurent Binet returns with a new fast-paced novel in the form of a philosophical investigation starring the great figures of 1980s French theory. In it, he imagines Roland Barthes had not died after a road accident but instead was... murdered! On 25 February 1980, Roland Barthes was run over by a truck after having lunch with François Mitterrand. He died from his injuries one month later. The official version maintains it was an accident… but what if it were actually murder? That day, Barthes was carrying a yet-to-be published document by Jakobson about the seventh function of language. A function so powerful it gives whoever masters it the ability to convince anyone in any situation to do anything. In other words, it can coerce any individual or group through speech, offering absolute power simply through the Word. Police Captain Jacques Bayard, an old reactionary and not a fan of structuralism, begrudgingly hires Simon Herzog, a young leftist semiologist, to investigate the crime. The President of the Republic himself assigns them with the task of finding the precious document. Are the Russians involved? The crème of the French intellectual scene is subject to interrogation: Michel Foucault, Gilles Deleuze, Jacques Derrida, Julia Kristeva, Philippe Sollers, and Louis Althusser, to name but a few. The two investigators soon discover the existence of the Logos Club, a powerful secret society, where members pitilessly wage verbal war on one another. The trail of the Logos Club takes them to Bologna where they meet with Umberto Eco and just narrowly escape the train station bombing of August 2nd 1980. We then follow them to an American campus where Jacques Derrida and Jonathan Searle confront one another on the notion of the performative text, then to Venice, where a duel is taking place for the title of Grand Protagoras, the leader of the Logos Club... They deduce that the winner can only be whoever stole the Seventh function. With the tension and structure of a crime novel, La Septième Fonction du langage packs amusing and dramatic situations, immersing the reader in this watershed period of the early 80s – a period that was pivotal politically, intellectually, and culturally. Laurent Binet is a doctor and agrégé of literature, and author of HHhH, translated into nearly 40 languages and a bestseller in several countries. Adapted for the screen by David Farr, Audrey Diwan and Cédric Jimenez, HHhH will be released in 2017. The film stars Jason Clarke, Rosamund Pike, Jack O'Connell, Jack Reynor, and Mia Wasikowska. Foreign rights sold: Bulgarian (Paradox), Catalan (Edicions 1984), Chinese (simplified characters: Haitian Publishing; complex: Ye Ren), Croatian (Fraktura), Czech (Argo), Dutch (Meulenhoff), English (UK: Harvill Secker; USA: FSG), Finnish (Gummerus), German (Rowohlt), Greek (Opera of Koletti), Hebrew (Kinneret), Hungarian (Europa Konvykiado), Japanese (Tokyo Sogensha), Korean (Younglim Cardinal Inc), Norwegian (Gyldendal Norsk), Polish (Literackie), Portuguese (Brazil: Companhia das Letras-Editora Schwartz; Portugal: Bertrand Editora-Quetzal), Slovenian (Mladinska Knjiga Zalozba), World Castilian (Seix Barral)
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Reminder



Profession du père (Father’s Profession) Sorj Chalandon August 2015 320 pp. Trade edition: more than 50, 000 copies sold Prix du style 2015 This is the story of a devastated but resilient childhood – that of Emile, whose father recruits him for an insane plan: assassinate De Gaulle, who has just given up on French Algeria. What can a child possibly understand about a mad father who takes his family hostage? With Profession du Père, Sorj Chalandon has written a novel that is full of restraint and yet deeply moving. It is the early 1960s. As a supporter of the Organisation Armée Secrète, which was illegally created in 1961 to defend France’s continued presence in Algeria, Emile’s father decides to assassinate Charles De Gaulle. But killing the Général is a two-man job, and he enrols his son. Emile, whose only relationship to his father is when the man is beating him, is anxious to please and proud of the role entrusted to him. But pride is no defense against fear, and even less of a defense against insanity. He therefore asks Luca, the new kid in his class who has just been repatriated from Algeria, to join him in this outrageous undertaking. But, how can a 13 year-old know what death is, what it means to cause it… and to risk doing it? As for Emile’s mother, she does nothing to protect him: «You know your father… all that stuff is nonsense,» she whispers to him. Emile cannot understand this man who, one day, claims he is a parachutist, the next, he’s a pastor, forcing his son to get on his knees and be exorcised, confessing to him that same night that he’s a secret agent for the US government… Sorj Chalandon was a journalist for the newspaper Libération before joining the staff of the satirical review Le Canard Enchaîné. For his investigative reports on Northern Ireland and the Klaus Barbie trial, he was awarded the Prix Albert-Londres in 1988. For Grasset, he has published Le Petit Bonzi (2005), Une promesse (2006, Prix Médicis), Mon Traitre (2008), La Légende de nos pères (2009), Return to Killybegs (2011, Grand Novel Prize by the Académie Française), and Le quatrième mur (2013, Prix Goncourt des Lycéens). His work is largely translated abroad. Foreign rights sold: Catalan (Edicions 1984), Dutch (Atlas Contact), German (DTV), Greek (Hestia), Italian (Keller), Swedish (Elisabeth Grate). Film rights under option. Foreign rights sold for previous titles: Arabic (Lebanon: Dar Al Farabi), Castilian (Alianza, Edicions 1984), Catalan (Edicions 1984), Chinese (complex: Global Group, Ten Points; simplified: Shanghai 99), Czech (Argo), Dutch (Atlas), English (Lilliput Press), German (DTV), Greek (Hestia), Hungarian (Goncol Kiado), Italian (Keller, Mondadori), Korean (Agora), Lithuanian (Tyto Alba), Polish (Sonia Draga), Romanian (Humanitas), Czech (Argo), Serbian (Geopoetika), Ukrainian (ECEM), Vietnamese (Savina)



‘Sorj Chalandon is a master of emotion, where ink flows like tears and readers are moved by characters that vibrate with sincerity.’ Ouest France ‘Intimate and poignant without ever being cheap. He writes like someone placing flowers on a tomb.’ Page des libraires
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Reminder



Voir du pays (To See the World) Delphine Coulin September 2013 272 pp. Delphine Coulin delivers a violent, modern, and fascinating novel: it’s the story of two women who left to fight in Afghanistan and who, upon returning from the war, discover that you never really come back. Two girls, Aurore and Marine, return from Afghanistan, where they lived through six months of tension, horror, and fear. They leave for a three day stay at a five star hotel in Cyprus – what the army calls a “decompression chamber” – and relearn how to live normally and how to forget the war, through collective debriefings and aqua gym classes, nights of drinking and visits to the archeological sites of old Europe. But while in the middle of all of these tourists on vacation, Aurore and Marine come to realize just how profoundly the war has broken them. They have become adults, their youth and their friends have disappeared somewhere between Kabul and Cyprus. Voir du pays is a novel about the end of illusions – the illusions of those who believed in a just war or fled a future without promise. Against the backdrop of girls in swimsuits and parties on the beach, Aurore and Marine gradually come to see that they don’t have much left to lose and go to the extremity of violence. Delphine Coulin presents an exceptionally powerful and moving book in strikingly visual prose. Delphine Coulin is the author of several novels, including Les Traces (2004), Les Mille-Vies (2008), and Samba pour la France (2011), as well as of a collection of short stories, Une seconde de plus (2006). She is also a film director. The cinematic adaptation of Delphine Coulin’s Voir du pays, which was selected in Cannes for Un certain regard and awarded the 2016 prize for best screenplay, has just been released in theatres throughout France. “It would be an understatement to say that this fifth novel by Delphine Coulin addresses big taboos: the physical and psychological consequences faced by French soldiers returned from Afghanistan; women’s relationship to war and violence; and, above all, the abuses committed against them by their coreligionists […]. Staggeringly intense, with a beautiful sensibility and sober style. […] A beautiful hymn to the friendship between women.” L’Express “Voir du pays fulfills a very different mission than the one you might imagine. It’s chock-full of action, but is also a sensitive, sweet book that asks terribly pertinent questions, such as ‘is there a specifically feminine brand of violence?’ and ‘how is it possible to live with this intimate, visceral ‘girlish fear’ ingrained in us from childhood?’” Vogue
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Reminder



Vernon Subutex 1 & 2 Virginie Despentes Vol 1: January 2015 - 340 pp. 120, 000 copies sold of the trade edition Vol 2: June 2015 - 400 pp. 80, 000 copies sold of the trade edition



Prix de la Coupole Prix Landerneau Prix Anaïs Nin Virginie Despentes is finally back with a new gripping saga. With its short chapters and incredible pace, Vernon Subutex is a page-turner in two volumes, as addictive as the best TV series. The author of Baise Moi and King Kong Theory strikes again, this time inventing the postmodern picaresque novel. As a former record store owner, Vernon Subutex is one of the last survivors of a dying world. Many of his friends are dead or have left Paris. All except for Alex Bleach, a popular singer and the last person from his group of friends who can still help him pay his bills. One evening, Alex Bleach films himself in Vernon’s apartment high on coke. A few weeks later, he dies of an overdose. Vernon is evicted from the apartment he has lived in for ten years. He has no other choice but to have different friends put him up, without anyone really being able to help him. Vernon quickly finds himself to be the target of both a treasure hunt and a manhunt. Several people – a producer, a director, a biographer, a female private detective, a pornstar, a young woman in a hijab – are looking for Vernon to get their hands on the exclusive rushes of Bleach’s crazy will. But Vernon is unaware that he is being tracked down. Since he has no money, he has been hopping from apartment to apartment on the couches of ex-rockers. Every flat he stays in reveals a new life, and every life sends the reader to a brand new universe, until the different threads are woven together to form the patterns of a vast tapestry that pulls the reader through the looking glass where they will find Vernon in the street, with no place to squatin the second volume… Among other books, novelist and filmmaker Virginie Despentes is the author of Baise-moi (1993, adapted for the screen and codirected with Coralie Trinh Thi), Les Jolies Choses (1998), Teen Spirit (2002), Bye Bye Blondie (2004), and an account King Kong Theorie (2006), all published by Grasset. She received the Prix Renaudot for Apocalypse bébé (Grasset, 2010). Foreign rights sold: Croatian (Ocean&More), Danish (Tiderne Skifter), Dutch (De Geus), English (UK: Quercus Publishing-Maclehose Press), Finnish (Like Publishing), German (Kiepenhauer & Witsch), Italian (Bompiani), Polish (Otwarte), World Castilian (Penguin Random House).



‘A consummate art of mixing characters, voices, and plot lines, all with an incontestable feel for shifting rhythms. This is not a novel, it’s an electrocardiogram.’ Le Figaro Littéraire ‘An astonishing topography of contemporary French society.’ Les Inrocks



English translation of Volume 1 is available
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Philosophy/Religion



Les Derniers Jours de René Girard (The Last Days of René Girard) Benoît Chantre October 2016 200 pp.



Benoît Chantre, disciple and friend of René Girard, returns to the essence of his work. Once described as ‘the most compelling Catholic thinker of the age’, the author behind Violence and the Sacred, bowed out in November 2015, only a few days before the Paris attacks. A curious coincidence since René Girard’s body of work has relentlessly tried to comprehend the new forms of mimetic violence he theorized throughout his entire career. This book is both the story of a friendship and a priceless introduction to the work of René Girard. René Girard’s death was swiftly followed by the November terrorist attacks in Paris, constituting a double-shock for Benoît Chantre. This book was born out of the ashes of this trauma, offering us a chance to hear René Girard’s voice once more, and question the End Times he explored throughout his career. Although many showed contempt for his pessimism, his work actually gives the future meaning. Announcing the dismemberment of the world was not simply the morbid, melancholic fantasy of a romantic, Benoît Chantre has made it his mission to give René Girard the credit he deserves, revealing the man he had worked with for fifteen years: a funny and discreet individual who was fundamentally opposed to violence, and whose hope ran deep. Benoît Chantre is an editor, and the author of several interview books (Achever Clausewitz with René Girard, Le Choix de Pascal with Jacques Julliard, La Divine Comédie with Philippe Sollers), as well as an essay on Charles Péguy (Péguy point final). He has also published many articles on Bergson, Girard, Levinas or Simone Weil and is currently working on a scientific biography on René Girard.
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Philosophy/Religion



Comment lutter efficacement contre l'idéologie islamique (How to Effectively Combat Islamic Ideology) Chahdortt Djavann October 2016 240 pp.



Using precise facts and observations made in Europe or the Muslim world, Chahdortt Djavann analyzes the underhanded mechanisms through which Islamic ideology was created, introduced, then propagated, and how it is gaining greater ground in France and Europe everyday. The author begins by identifying and naming the characteristics of this ideology. Then, using a reflection on beliefs and cultures, she questions many notions we take as self-evident, that make up a fertile linguistic breeding ground privileging fundamentalism and its ideological offensive. She takes several concepts serving as reference points for Islam’s ideologues, placing particular emphasis on the rhetoric used when discussing the role of the Koran in Islamic discourse. For Chahdortt Djavann, the goal is to show how these ideologues have turned all debate, as well as intellectual and political discourse, into a minefield. By fighting on every front, they have insidiously imposed their language on us all. Once the foundations and operational methods of this ideology are fully exposed, the author challenges each of us to build solid and logical arguments, in order to combat the spread of this contagious madness: from teachers who must face students influenced by ignorant and immoral preachers, to leaders, whose responsibility it is to put truly “political” strategies into place, and have the will and courage to make the right decisions. Chahdortt Djavann is a novelist and essayist, and author of roughly ten books, namely Bas les voiles ! (2003), La muette (2008), Je ne suis pas celle que je suis (2011), La dernière séance (2013), Big Daddy (2015), and Les putes voilées n'iront jamais au paradis ! (2016). Foreign rights sold for Les putes voilées n'iront jamais au paradis ! : Dutch (De Bezige Bij)
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Philosophy/Religion



Le Génie de la laïcité (The Ingenuity of Laïcité) Caroline Fourest September 2016 280 pp.



Today, the term laïcité (or secularism) has been bandied about so much, it is no longer clear what it means. In this precise and lively essay, Caroline Fourest sheds light on its fault lines. Using statistics and hard facts, she shows that France’s principle of laïcité is able to resist racism and radicalism. A pedagogical and compelling essay. Over the past few years, battle lines have been drawn between Anglo-Saxon secularism and French laïcité, forming what some see as a culture war. American “soft power,” aided by multiculturalist intellectuals or neo-secularists, has contested our laïque and republican model, which is accused of being “islamophobic,” and even sometimes favouring terrorism. The author offers a stinging counterargument to this propaganda. With great concision, this book traces the history of this symmetry – unique in the world – between the demands of the Republic and the freedom of religion, which led to both the Law of 1905 and the 2004 law on religious symbols at public schools. Far from the clichés of this law, which has often been caricatured as a “French exception,” this detour through history explains why France and the US took such different paths since their Revolutions. Caroline Fourest describes the major schools of thought according to their capacity to assess racism and fundamentalism: the laïques (arising out of the emancipatory spirit of 1905), the “accommodators” (defending a more Anglo-Saxon model) and the “identitarians” (who utilize laïcité against Islam). Finally, the author offers an ambitious (but calm) compromise between duty and freedom: a form of laïcité that is neither closed nor “open,” negative nor positive, accommodating nor identity-based, but simply faithful to its history, which is made up of duties and symmetry, and a bit of that “French ingenuity” that Jean Jaurès spoke so fondly of. Caroline Fourest is an essayist. For six years, she worked for Charlie Hebdo. She is the author behind many essays, among them: Frère Tariq, La tentation obscurantiste, La dernière utopie and Eloge du blasphème. Foreign rights sold for previous works: English (US: Encounter Books, UK: Social Affairs Unit)
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Philosophy/Religion



Nous (Us) Tristan Garcia Collection Figures November 2016 320 pp.



With Nous, Tristan Garcia – one of the new voices in French philosophy – returns to the crucial question of our identity beyond partisan ideas, and attempts a radically new way of imagining political communities. An enlightening and necessary work. In this original and rigorous book, Tristan Garcia explores the idea of “us.” More than ever before, this appears to be the term we use to construct identity, be it to claim affiliation to an ethnic group, a religious community, a social or professional class, a sexual orientation, or a generation... when, in truth, we ultimately belong to a single body of people, whether we know it or not. Supporting his argument with countless documents, pamphlets, manifestos, newspaper articles, theoretical texts or songs, the author displays the many different voices that have claimed to speak in the name of this us: “us, young people,” “us, black people,” “us, white people,” “us, Jewish people,” “us, Muslims,” “us, women,” “us, the proletariat,” “us, the decolonized,” “us, Communists,” “us, homosexuals,” “us, animals and humans…” Without any moral or political judgement, Tristan Garcia is attentive to all traditions, using them to better explore what constitutes this subjectivity: the determination of an “us,” a “you,” and a “they...” In other words, the border between friends and enemies, the formation of solidarities, and the deepening gaps between camps. In its aim to understand these phenomena – and not simply celebrate or deplore them – this essay offers an overview of collective identities that are fragmented and recomposed. He examines the different models that have come and gone, and suggests we reconstruct an idea and image of what we call “Us.” The result is a text constructed as a thrilling investigation. But, it is also a radical attempt at finding a universal form of subjectivity that might continue to keep us connected at the very moment it seems to be tearing us apart. Tristan Garcia’s career as a literary author has been acclaimed from his very first publications, winning the Prix de Flore for La Meilleure part des hommes (2008). He has also published several philosophical works, with Forme et Objet (2011), among others, and several essays, including La Vie intense (2016).



The book series Figures was founded in 1974 by Bernard-Henri Lévy. It includes works by Jean Baudrillard, Christian Jambet, François Jullien, Emmanuel Levinas, Philippe Muray, Benny Lévy, Jean-Luc Marion, JeanClaude Milner, Michel Onfray, Philippe Roger, Michel Serres and Elie Wiesel. In 2016, Donatien Grau who has became co-editor of the series, brought in two new authors: Maël Renouard and Tristan Garcia. Both in their thirties, they are among the most respected voices of their generation.



32



Philosophy/Religion



Penser l’Islam (Thinking Islam) Michel Onfray February 2016 198 pp.



Michel Onfray is a staunch opponent of all religions. In this work, he shifts his critical gaze to Islam. Through a reading of the Koran, which he compares to other texts, the philosopher analyzes this religion in its complexity. He also offers his point of view on Western foreign policy which, for the past several decades, has only served to breed more of the terrorism that struck France several times in 2015. In this work, Michel Onfray suggests we reactivate Enlightenment thinking. Not in terms of pros and cons, but philosophically. He examines the Koran, comparing it to different biographies of the Prophet, and shows that it contains both the best and the worst: the worst is what the violent minority use to fuel their hatred; the best is what the silent majority practise in private. How does the French Republic consider these two ways of being Muslim? Are there relationships and gateways between the active minorities and silent majorities, knowing that history is made by the former and not the latter? This book also looks at the relationship between terrorism and the West’s islamophobic foreign policy, which has been led by France alongside NATO for years. According to Michel Onfray, we use the term barbarism to designate whatever it is we do not understand since, in his opinion, the terrorist brand of Islam has been partially created by the war-mongering West. Which is why we must once again try to think and understand. This book invites us to do so. Michel Onfray was born in 1959. With a doctorate in philosophy, he taught for many years before eventually creating the Université populaire de Caen and devoting his time to writing his many works, among which are: Théorie du corps amoureux (2000), Féeries anatomiques (2003), Traité d’athéologie (2005), Le Crépuscule d’une idole (2010) and the essential Contre-histoire de la philosophie, all published by Grasset. Foreign rights sold: Catalan (Edicions 1984), Italian (Ponte Alle Grazie), Korean (EunHaeng Namu), World Castilian (Paidos) Foreign rights already sold for Traité d’athéologie (‘Atheist Manifesto’): Castilian (Spain: Edition 1984; Argentina: Ediciones de la Flor), Croatian (Jajik Podueztnistvo), Dutch (Met&Schilt), English (UK: Serpent’s Tail; USA: Skyhorse; Canada: Penguin Books; Australia: Melbourne University), German (Piper), Greek (Exandas), Hungarian (Noran Konyvkiado), Italian (Fazi Editore), Korean (Motive Book), Lebanese (AlKamel), Norwegian (Kagge), Polish (Foksal), Portuguese (Brazil: Martins Editoria Livraria; Portugal: Asa), Russian (AST), Serbian (Tanesi), Swedish (Nya Doxa), Turkish (Yurt Kitap), Ukrainian (Nika) Foreign rights sold for Le Crépuscule d’une idole: Albanian (Albimages), Castilian (Taurus, Penguin RH), Chinese (Social Sciences academic), Czech (Host), German (Knaus), Greek (Exandas), Italian (Ponte Alle Grazie, Adriano Salani), Korean (Geulhangari), Polish (Jacek Santorski and Co.), Portuguese (Portugal: Constancia Editores, Brazil: Ediouro Publicacoes), Romanian (Humanitas), Turkish (Sel Yayincilik) “Michel Onfray is the man who keeps the left from sleeping at night.” Le Figaro Magazine “A disenchanted commentary on the nation-state, Islam, and the people who have fallen through the cracks of integration.” GQ
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Philosophy/Religion



Fragments d’une mémoire infinie (Fragments of an Infinite Memory) Maël Renouard Collection Figures March 2016 280 pp.



The Internet has changed our world. But do we really know the extent to which it has changed human existence? Maël Renouard tries to answer in philosophical and literary form by sharing his experience of a life spent on the Internet. The result is a series of fragments, thoughts, maxims, and a goldmine of stories. In a word, a unique work that tries to better make sense of contemporary life. This hybrid work – simultaneously a Valéry-style essay, a Pascal-like compendium, Baudrillard-esque thoughts on the contemporary world, Proustian pastiches, a Conradian tale, and the kind of study that only Barthes could write – mixes sensations recorded on the fly and daily events experienced by an author whose life can be divided into before and after the Internet. Concerning future generations, Maël Renouard predicts they will bury their secrets in the Infinite. Our ever-more exposed existence seems to distract us from an aesthetic and philosophical life. This work leads us back to our interior existence by using what might appear to be its opposite: a permanent connection to an external and infinite memory.



Maël Renouard taught philosophy at the Sorbonne and École Normale Supérieure before devoting himself to writing. As author of several articles, particularly on melancholy and the theory of images, he published La Réforme de l’opéra de Pékin in 2013, a fictional tale that was awarded the Prix Décembre.



“Maël Renouard admirably discerns and shares the modifications we have undergone as a result of the Internet.” Le Monde des livres
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Le prix d'un homme Plaidoyer pour un prix minimum de la vie humaine (The Price of a Man In Defence of a Minimum Price on Human Life) François-Xavier Albouy November 2016 192 pp.



It is often said, you can’t put a price tag on life. And yet, human trafficking is a reality for millions of people everyday, and the prices vary. Here is the first book to examine this from a global economic perspective and offer a visionary approach built on the notion that human life does – and, in fact, must – have a price. What would happen to the global economy if every life was worth a minimum of one million Euros? It costs 45,000 Euros to smuggle someone from Asia into Europe. A child soldier can be bought for around 400 dollars in Africa. In China, a kidnapped baby boy can be sold for 7,000 Euros, and a baby girl for 4,000. A Nigerian prostitute is worth about 40,000 Euros in Italy or France, while a child slave can be purchased for 45 dollars in India... And what about the pricelist ISIS published regarding its sex slaves, or the amount smugglers charge, promising entry to America or Europe to the destitute of the world? But did you know that, alongside these criminals, modern economies also put a price tag on life? Starting with a price on death: in court decisions on victim compensation. It is also common practice in healthcare systems to stop treating the sick in the terminal phase of their disease. But, while euthanasia is the source of much debate, what can be said about the millions of humans who have absolutely no access to healthcare? All the goods and services we consume also contain a safety threshold, calculated using a statistical price on what life is worth. Price tags on life are thus set everyday by the markets, whether they are official, underground, public or established by the underworld. With this knowledge, the belief that life is priceless is angelic and naive. Or hypocritical. On the contrary, accepting and fixing a worldwide minimum price on human life would be a practical improvement for many of the world’s population. If we were to establish a minimum price tag of one million Euros per human life, this would not mean every human being would be given a million Euros, but this norm would force economic policies and company strategies to be consistent with the necessity to preserve and develop life. A minimum price on human life is compatible with the functioning of the market economy. This base would be a prerequisite to a minimum wage and allow us to make the best of technology. In other words, it would create a certain harmony between humanity and the coming economy: that of robots. François-Xavier Albouy is the director of a company specializing in microfinance. Among his many publications, he has written Le Temps des Catastrophes (2001) and several articles on the themes of risk-management and economic development.
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La Sagesse de l’argent (The Wisdom of Money) Pascal Bruckner April 2016 400 pp.



In his new essay, Pascal Bruckner once again intends to spark a debate around that most polemical of subjects: money. Going against the grain of preconceived ideas, he offers us an elegy of wealth, mixing themes as diverse as work, religion, greed, desire, death, capitalism, psychoanalysis, and literature. Provocative and fascinating! We know Pascal Bruckner’s taste for controversial topics. If there’s one that crystallizes all passions, it’s money, arousing as much adoration as it does hatred. Is it not high-time we reflect upon its significance, its use, and forget conventional attitudes? The author of La Tentation de l’innocence (The Temptation of Innocence) reverses his proposition: why not attribute a little wisdom to money? Three mythologies are challenged here: money rules the world, it makes those who have a lot of it unhappy, and it is incompatible with a successful love life. Pascal Bruckner thus offers to approach money via three major themes: its relationship to religion, the prejudices surrounding it – and, in particular, the relationship between the haves and have-nots – and, finally, the figure of the Bourgeois, whom he does his utmost to rehabilitate here. An incisive and brilliant essay. Pascal Bruckner, novelist and essayist, is the author of a large body of work translated into many different languages. His last book is Un bon fils (Grasset). Foreign rights sold: Chinese (simplified characters: SDX Publishing), Japanese (Kanki Publishing), Korean (Next Wave), Romanian (Trei Editura), World English (Harvard UP) Foreign rights sold for Un Bon Fils: Castilian (Impedimenta), Croatian (Algoritam), Greek (Patakis), Romanian (Trei), Slovenian (Modrijan), World English (Dedalus) Foreign rights sold for previous titles: Arabic (Obeikan), Bulgarian (Gloria Mundi, Liubomadrie), Castilian (Ariel, Tusquets), Chinese (simplified: East China Normal UP, Sea Sky; complex: Athena Press), Croatian (Algoritam, Dhk, Nakladni Zavod Matice), Czech (Mlada Fronta, Motto), Dutch (De Bezige Bij, Uitgeverij Boom), English (US: Algora, Princeton UP; UK: Dedalus, Polity Press), German (Aufbau, Beltz, Siedler), Greek (Patakis), Hungarian (Europa Konyvkiado), Italian (Ugo Guanda), Japanese (Hosei UP), Korean (Arte Books, Dongmoonsun, Jakkajungsin, Mujintree, Munhakdongne, Vega Books), Lithuanian (Tyto Alba), Norwegian (Arneberg, Vidarforlaget), Polish (Jagiellonian UP), Portuguese (Brazil: Bertrand Brasil, Livros do Brasil, Rocco; Portugal: Noticias Editura, Europa America), Romanian (Trei), Russian (Inostrannaya Literatura, Ivan Limbakh, Text), Serbian (Beobook, Sluzbeni Glasnik), Slovak (Kalligram), Slovenian (Studentskz Zalozba), Turkish (Ayrinti Yayinlari, Yapi Kredi, Sel), Ukrainian (ECEM, Grani-T)



“Bruckner forces open the safes of our most secret thoughts and our selfish minds.” Le Figaro “A welcome, salutary essay on our fascination-repulsion for money.” Le Point “Thinking to help us better spend our money.” Ouest-France
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Le Peuple des Rats Dans les sous-sols interdits de la Chine (Rat People, In the Forbidden Basements of China) Patrick Saint-Paul Mai 2016 220 pp.



International correspondent for Le Figaro, Patrick Saint-Paul takes us deep into the bowels of the new China where nearly fifty million men and women have left the countryside, only to live and work underground and be subjected to completely inhuman conditions. The author went to meet them and shines a light on the masses of people living in the shadows – these «rat people» as they are called – offering us this gripping and terrifying account. Mao had glorified them. Modern China is indebted to them for its economic miracle. The world’s greatest power has climbed onto the shoulders of these millions of peasants who are part of the most massive human migration in history, leaving the countryside in droves only to be transformed into industrial workers. In Beijing, over one million of them populate the squalid basements of the capital. Drifting from one odd job to another in the hopes of finding something better, the Mingongs (or migrant workers) are forced to live underground. Coming from all four corners of the country, and different ethnic minorities, they relentlessly continue to seek out a better life, eventually adopting the nickname that has been foisted upon them: the Shuzu, “the rat tribe.” Patrick Saint-Paul met them in Beijing’s sprawling entrails. He shared their daily life, periodically living side by side with them for nearly two years in a fluorescent-lit world that is off-limits, where there are no windows, no water, and no heating. He followed them into their home villages and met the tens of millions of children they abandoned in the country. They are the incarnation of China’s paradoxes. The dream of President Xi Jinping, that apostle of Maoist ideology, is a distant mirage for them in this land of unbridled capitalism. There is nothing dreamlike about their lives. But they are not about to overthrow the system either… Patrick Saint-Paul has been a correspondent in China for Le Figaro since 2013. He has covered the events in Sierra Leone (Winner of the 2000 Prix Jean Marin des Correspondants de Guerre prize for war correspondents), Liberia, Sudan, the Ivory Coast, Iraq, Afghanistan, Germany and the IsraeliPalestinian conflict. Le peuple des rats is his first book. Foreign rights sold: Chinese (complex: Linking)



“An enlightening investigation on the prisoners of economic growth.” Le Figaro magazine “A courageous first book.” Esprit
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Enfants de Nazis (Children of Nazis) Tania Crasnianski March 2016 380 pp.



Is it possible to imagine that Nazi dignitaries were not only monstrous criminals, but also fathers, capable of loving, pampering their children and receiving affection in return? How did their offspring cope with the aftermath of the war, forever haunted by the skeletons in their closet? Some disowned their pasts, others did not. In this enlightening book, Tania Crasnianski re-examines the responsibility of eight descendants of Nazi notables and finds them to be somewhere between stigmatisation, worship, and amnesia. In 1940, these little Germans were 4, 5 or 10 years old and lived through the war as privileged children, surrounded by affectionate and all-powerful parents. They were the sons and daughters of great Nazi dignitaries like Himmler, Göring, Hess, Frank, Bormann, Höss, Speer, and Mengele. For them, the German defeat was earth-shattering, a source of family ruptures, the end of opulence, and the discovery of Hitlerian horror. Although initially innocent and unaware of what was happening, they eventually discovered the extent of their fathers’ crimes. Some condemned them, while others still unconditionally revere these fathers shunned by the rest of humanity. This book retraces the unique experiences of these children who went from being the descendants of heroes to that of criminals in 1945. What was their relationship to these men, whose simple name sends shivers down one’s spine? How is the responsibility for these atrocities borne out by their descendants? This is the fascinating story told in the company of the sons and daughters of eight emblematic Third Reich leaders.



Tania Crasnianski was born in France of a German mother and French-Russian father, and lives between Germany, London, and New York. Before devoting her life to writing, she was a criminal lawyer and is still a member of the Paris Bar. Enfants de Nazis is her first book.



Foreign rights sold: Chinese (simplified : Shanghai People’s Publishing ; complex: Business Weekly), Italian (Bompiani), Portuguese (Guerra e Paz), Turkish (Opus), World Castilian (El Ateneo), World English (Skyhorse)



“A gripping document.” Challenges “An accomplished first book on a particularly complex subject.” Le Figaro Magazine
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Charlotte Delbo Une vie retrouvée (A Life Rediscovered) Ghislaine Dunant August 2016 608 pp.



To one journalist who asked her why she began writing, Charlotte Delbo replied, “Because I was deported, because Auschwitz happened.” Charlotte Delbo is a survivor of the horrors of the Shoah and has dedicated the crux of her work to writing about it. Ghislaine Dunant spent seven years investigating, researching, reading and rereading this free woman’s magnificent work, and offers us this stunning portrait. Born in a family of immigrant and Italian workers, Charlotte Delbo has always been passionate about language. Her encounter with the great homme de théâtre Louis Jouvet, for whom she would become his private secretary, turned out to be decisive in this respect. She was arrested in March 1942 with her husband Georges Dubach, a fervent communist militant who was killed by firing squad on 23 May 1942. Charlotte Delbo, however, was deported with 230 women to Auschwitz-Birkenau. After returning to Paris, whilst writing the trilogy “Auschwitz and After” (the first volume of which, “None of Us Will Return” was published in 1965), she became involved in political combat, travelled throughout the world, became passionate about people and love, while always remaining faithful to those who stood by her side throughout her life. A magnificent tribute to an immense writer, and a passionate, loving woman whose work bears as much pain as a desire to live again. Charlotte Delbo’s work has been translated into many languages including English (US), German, Italian, Japanese, Polish, Spanish and Turkish. Ghislaine Dunant was born in Paris in 1950. She wrote L’Impudeur, La Lettre Oubliée, Cènes, and Un effondrement, published by Grasset in 2007.



“This work is an exercise in admiration, pulsating with an empathy that goes far beyond the pale of a traditional biography. Ghislaine Dunant performs a secular resurrection, offering Charlotte Delbo that most beautiful of gifts: a memorial” Marianne “This biography opens one’s eyes and washes them clean, preparing readers for a headlong dive into a largely unknown body of work.... It perfectly sums up Delbo’s literary and existential literary project. A prodigious biography.” Télérama “Ghislaine Dunant has written a magnificent biography on a great writer and first-hand witness of the Nazi camps, shedding light on the difficulty with which her body of work ultimately prevailed.” Le Monde des livres
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Les Hugo (The Hugos) Henri Gourdin February 2016 480 pp.



Another book about Victor Hugo? No, on all the Hugos. Those before him, starting with his ancestors from Lorraine, and those that followed, until the generation of Jean, the painter and friend of Cocteau. Five generations in eighteen portraits of strong, quaint, and moving personalities. General Léopold-Sigisbert Hugo, hero of the Napoleonic wars, and Victor’s legal father; Sophie Trébuchet, the poet’s mother and the dominant figure of the saga; General Lahorie, Sophie’s lover and Victor’s presumed biological father; Adèle Foucher, Victor’s wife and mother of his five children; Léopold Hugo, the first-born son, who died from child abuse before his first birthday; Léopoldine, who drowned at age 19 in dubious circumstances; Charles Hugo, the prodigal son, and upholder of the Hugo bloodline; François-Victor Hugo, the tender and discreet heir, eminent translator of Shakespeare; Adèle Hugo, “la misérable,” “the swallowed-up,” “black sheep,” institutionalized by her father at age 42; Paul and Aline Ménard-Dorian, luminaries in the world of art, industry, and the Republican far left; Jean the painter, husband of the famed Valentine Gross and father of eight Hugos; Marguerite, the horse breeder (manadière) in Petite Camargue; and, of course, the man without whom this story would not be told, the great Victor Hugo. In an unprecedented approach to understanding this immense literary figure, Henri Gourdin detects and analyzes the strange recurrence of certain elements over five generations. He highlights the falsifications that have piled up over two centuries of hagiography and opens a debate on the very question of celebrity. This is the history of a family, of literature, of politics, and of art. In a word: the history of France. Henri Gourdin is the author of biographies on Eugène Delacroix and Alexander Pushkin, among others. Les Hugo continues and deepens his work on Victor’s daughters: Adèle, Victor Hugo’s other child, and Léopoldine, Victor Hugo’s child-muse. “A fascinating biographical essay that is remarkably well-written, skilfully researched and constructed, one character at a time.” Lire “This family novel is unprecedented and captivating.” Transfuge
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Un fauteuil sur la Seine (An Armchair by the Seine) Amin Maalouf March 2016 300 pp. As a recently elected member of the Académie française, Amin Maalouf was invited to pay tribute to the former occupant of his new seat – a time-honoured tradition that every new member of this prestigious institution must perform. For Amin Maalouf, it was Claude LeviStrauss. It was here that it struck him: he could look at everyone who has ever sat in this same chair – the distinguished (and less-distinguished) representatives of their times who, each in their own way, embodied a certain history of France. The author of Le Rocher de Tanios offers us this gripping investigation. By sharing the lives and adventures of the eighteen characters elected to sit in chair no. 29 of the Académie française since 1634, Amin Maalouf does not simply recount the “partly fictional genealogy” his predecessor Lévi-Strauss often spoke of, but also offers us four centuries of French history through the flesh and bones of real men. If “a novel is a mirror carried along a high road,” as Stendhal stated, this novel on France is Maalouf’s version of Hugo’s Legend of the Ages from the viewpoint of an armchair. Its first occupant drowned in the Seine, Montherlant killed himself in his apartment with its view of the Seine, and the Académie itself presides in a small plot along the Seine between the Louvre and Quai Conti. Out of this unity of place unfurls a kaleidoscope of history in motion. The power of kings and cardinals, of these sword bearers and negotiators, the growing or declining authority of philosophers and scholars, the influence of poets, librettists, playwrights and novelists... so many glorious faces that tell us of the Nation’s different ages. The conflicts of ideas and egos, the conspiracies to entangle Corneille, Voltaire or Hugo, hallway conspiracies and thwarted love stories weave the backdrop of this unprecedented history of France. We revisit the polemic over Corneille’s Le Cid and the revocation of the Edict of Nantes, the Fronde and Jansenism, the expulsion of the Jesuits, the emergence of Freemasonry, the 1789 Revolution, the Insurrection of 13 Vendémiaire and the 18 Brumaire coup d’état, the Second Empire, the Franco-Prussian War, the Paris Commune, the invention of the anaesthetic, national funerals, the Dreyfus Affair, and both World Wars... From a simple armchair, the seat of a fragile and warm memory by the Seine, Amin Maalouf allows us to rediscover the rich moments of French history, the permanence of its “national genius” as well as its constant metamorphoses. Amin Maalouf is the author of several books, including Léon l'Africain (Leo Africanus), Samarcande (Samarkand), Le Rocher de Tanios (Prix Goncourt, 1993), Les Echelles du Levant (Ports of Call), Les Identités meurtrières (In the Name of Identity), Origines (Origins) and Les Désorientés. He was elected to the Académie française on 23 June 2011. Foreign rights sold: Arabic (Lebanon: Dar al Farabi), Chinese (simplified: Thinkingdom ; complex : Business weekly), Italian (La Nave di Teseo), Serbian (Laguna), Turkish (Yapi Kredi), World Castilian (Alianza) Foreign rights sold for Les Désorientés: Arabic (Dar Al Farabi), Bulgarian (Paradox), Castilian and Catalan (Alianza), Chinese (simplified: Shanghai Literary Century Publishing), Dutch (De Geus), German (Arche), Greek (Patakis), Hungarian (Europa), Italian (Bompiani), Lithuanian (Zara), Norwegian (Pax), Portuguese (Brazil: Bertrand Brasil), Serbian (Laguna), Turkish (Yapi Kredi)



“Bracing and extravagant. A lovely exercise in modesty.” Le Monde des livres “Instructive and delicious. A beautiful homage the ancestral occupants of nº 29.” Le Figaro Littéraire 41
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Addict Marie de Noailles with Emilie Lanez May 2016 160 pp. After growing up in one of France’s most wealthy and well known aristocratic families, Marie de Noailles is currently one of the world’s leading addiction specialists. In this book, co-written with Emilie Lanez, she reveals her struggle with years of drug addiction and the method she used to finally overcome it. She now practices this same approach with patients, many of whom are celebrities. A sincere account that is deeply moving. Marie de Noailles – a pampered and beloved child who grew up in a very privileged milieu – began experimenting with drugs at the age of twelve. She tried every type of pill, every sort of drink, and every kind of encounter. For years, she would haunt the hotspots of Parisian nightlife, with its many characters and its secrets. After this lifestyle took its toll, she began to steal, lie, and was unable to kick her habit despite several spells in detox centers and psychiatric hospitals. Just before turning 30, Marie de Noailles asked for one last chance and chose a centre in the UK practicing the “Minnesota method.” Reputed for being particularly harsh, its approach is based on group therapy, where the entire staff is made up of former junkies. This last, violent and radical push saved her. Marie decided to become a psychologist herself and soon started taking care of her own, often famous, patients (among them, John Galliano) who now come from the world over to meet her. Though it does not pierce the enigma of addiction, this jarring, intimate and literary story explores this disease with intelligence and sincerity.



Marie de Noailles is a psychologist specializing in every form of addiction. Emilie Lanez is an international correspondent for the magazine Le Point.
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Voyage dans la Rome baroque, Le Vatican, les princes et les fêtes musicales (Journey Through Baroque-Era Rome, The Vatican, Princes and Musical Celebrations) Patrick Barbier January 2016 288 pp.



During the baroque period, Venice, Naples and Rome played an essential role in the evolution of music, while the art of celebration was taken to new heights. After La Venise de Vivaldi and Naples en fête, Patrick Barbier takes us into the heart of everyday life in pontifical Rome from the 17th to the 18th century when it was the theatre of a massive artistic revolution. In this meandering, colourful and upbeat essay, Patrick Barbier sends us on a journey through the musical and artistic masterpieces of baroque Rome. Somewhere between historical anecdotes and never-before-seen documents, he reveals Roman aristocracy and its celebrations, its carnivals and horse races, its private palaces and opera concerts, but also the Vatican’s surprising musical life and sumptuous ceremonies. Italianist and musical historian, Patrick Barbier is a professor at the Université Catholique de l’Ouest (UCO, Angers). Given his passion for the relationship between music and society, he published Histoire des castrats (1989), translated into twelve languages, Farinelli (1995), La Venise de Vivaldi (2002), a biography of Pauline Viardot (2009) and, in 2012, Naples en fête. He is president of the Centro Studi Farinelli (Bologna). Foreign rights sold for previous titles: Dutch (Bruna Uitgevers, Van Gennep), English (UK: Souvenir Press), Estonian (Kunst), German (Zsolnay Verlag, Econ Verlag), Italian (RCS Libri), Japanese (Fukutake Shoten, Chikuma Shobo), Korean (Ilchokak Publishing), Polish (Volumen Oficyna), Portuguese (Brazil: Nova Frontera), Russian (Ivan Lambakh), Castilian (Argentina: Javier Vergara Editor; Spain: Paidos)



“A fascinating journey to the heart of the musical and artistic masterpieces of Baroque-era Rome.” Le Figaro Littéraire
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Histoires d’œils (Coinoisseurship: Stories of the Eyes) Philippe Costamagna April 2016 272 pp.



In this surprising portrait, Philippe Costamagna offers us an opportunity to discover a job that is virtually unknown to the general public: that of an “eye” or connoisseur. Neither art historian, nor specialist, nor expert, but all of them at once, he is one of the select few to shed light on an artwork’s origins. In October 2005, Philippe Costamagna visited the rooms of the Fine Arts Museum in Nice. Looking up, he saw a dark painting hanging in a shabby frame that had been attributed to a minor 17th century painter. To everyone’s amazement, he declared, “It’s a Bronzino.” After a series of tests, it was indeed revealed to have been painted by the Florentine master, and was featured in a 2010 Bronzino retrospective at the Palazzo Strozzi in Florence. It immediately became the pearl of the Nice museum. In this personal account, Philippe Costamagna returns to his family origins, his intellectual and aesthetic education, and his professional past – all of which contributed to producing this extraordinary mix of culture and sensitivity that has made him an “eye.” This is the story of a man, but also of a profession, with its geniuses, its impostors, its exploits, and its errors. Philippe Costamagna graduated from L’Ecole du Louvre. He is a renowned specialist in Florentine and Roman drawing and painting from the 17th century. Since 2006, he has been Director of the Palais Fesch-Musée des Beaux-Arts in Ajaccio. He is also the author of Pontormo (1995). Foreign rights sold: Korean (Geuldam)



“Philippe Costamagna intelligently pleads for more art history to be taught, since it is crucial that we learn how to see.” Le Figaro “Philippe Costamagna brilliantly shares his ‘métier d’œil’ along with the great art historians that preceded him in his speciality.” La Croix “A fascinating book.” Le Monde des livres
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J’adore la mode mais c’est tout ce que je déteste (I Love Fashion as Much as I Hate it) Loïc Prigent Collection Le Courage September 2016 250 pp. Longlisted for Prix Décembre



Seasons may change, but star fashion critic, Loïc Prigent, remains true to himself. This time, he offers us thousands of snippets of dialogue and conversations he has overheard in the fashion world – a world that no longer holds any secret for him. Here is his thrilling collection! Since 2011, this most influential documentarian of the fashion world has had a Twitter account (@LoicPrigent) and now has hundreds of thousands of followers. He makes everyone in fashion cringe, and everyone else laugh (and sometimes even those in the milieu themselves). Eavesdropping in on studios and every fashion show, he has compiled the best one-liners, smears, blunders, beatitudes, and low blows dealt by the participants of this tiny circle of people who govern the planet’s taste. Models? Press attachés? Designers? Who’s saying what? Listen as Loïc Prigent conducts their voices and acts as the megaphone of this comédie humaine. With J’adore la mode mais c’est tout ce que je déteste... he invents a new literary genre: the chirp. The release of this book coincide with the premiere of a program of twenty short films based on Loïc Pringet’s tweets, broadcasted on Arte television, and hosted by Catherine Deneuve during Paris Fashion Week in September 2016. Loïc Prigent is a journalist and filmmaker specializing in fashion. His documentaries (Signé Chanel, 2005, Karl Lagerfeld se dessine, 2013) are considered classics of the genre. His TV programs have also been immensely successful.



“Wickedly funny.” Marie Claire “Hilarious.” Grazia
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Les Fous du son (Sonic Boom) Laurent de Wilde March 2016 420 pp.



Who was crazy enough to think of making music using electricity? Who are the fanatics behind these zany instruments and ancestors of our digital synthesizers, these massive organs riddled with electrical wires or surreal keyboards blasting futuristic sounds, and bearing crazy names? Obviously, they were audiophiles, but also incredible inventors. To wild rhythms and a language as limpid as it is hilarious, world-renowned jazzman Laurent de Wilde invites us to unravel the mysteries of electronic music through the portrait of its inventors. They were called Edison, Cahill, Martenot, Mathews, Moog or Zinovieff and Kakehashi. They were American, English, French, Russian or Japanese. And they were all insatiably curious and creative, sharing a love of electrical circuits, harmonic notes, and a revolutionary vision of music. Successively, together, and sometimes in opposition to one another, they changed the face of sound by taking us from the acoustic piano to today’s technological gems in nearly a century and a half. From 1870 to now, from the first microphone to the newest synthesizer, Laurent de Wilde recounts the epic adventures of sound and shares its many incredible stories. Through this gallery of colourful portraits, we revisit the entire history of the 21st century, to the rhythm of modernity’s leaps forward and its myriad inventions (from the radio to the Internet, from the phonograph to the microprocessor), as we dive into the ruthless universe of music, where the race to patents and competition continues to rage on. Fêted jazzman trained in New York and renowned pianist (Prix Django Reinhart, Victoires de la Musique award), Laurent de Wilde was one of the pioneers of this century’s new electronic revolution in jazz. He continues to actively perform and record. In 1995, he published a biography (Monk) which was met with great international success (100, 000 copies sold in five languages, and winner of the Prix Pelleas, and Prix Charles Delaunay). Foreign rights sold: Chinese (simplified: Post Wave)



“A compendium of the 20th century’s great adventures in sound. The book’s strength is the passion and contagious amazement that fuelled its writing.” Les Inrockuptibles “Given the author’s comfort in telling stories and his contagious enthusiasm, one reads the passionate and erudite Les Fous du son at rapid tempo.” Télérama “An epic saga, an adventure novel interspersed with insane discoveries, flamboyant victories and bitter failures....! This book proves that Laurent de Wilde is not far from being as talented with words as he is with a piano.” Transfuge “An erudite and poetic musical bible. A delightful gallery of mad scientists who are in love with sound.” Le Parisien Magazine “A marvellous book on a theme that could have inspired Rimbaud: music, electricity, and wavelengths.” Madame Figaro
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Le Carnet scientifique (Scientific Notebook) Astronomique, zoologique, psychologique, biologique, mathématique, climatique, anatomique, ethnologique, physiologique, linguistique, écologique, chimique, anthropologique, météorologique, géologique et autres iques…



Mathieu Vidard October 2016 280 pp.



Mathieu Vidard has invented a new way to talk about science. With more than two hundred articles, drawings and diagrams, he rigorously (and playfully) reveals everything you’ve always wanted to know about life: from the Big Bang to our present-day era, from the infinitely great to the infinitely tiny... From the humanities to mathematics, by way of physics, biology, IT and even ecology, all forms of useful or bizarre knowledge are brought together here, in this welcome compendium of curiosities, chock full of lists, anecdotes, classifications, encyclopaedic fragments, chronologies, short essays, and more. The most venomous animals on the planet? A calendar listing future eclipses? The fascinating story of the immortal jellyfish? An orchid’s imagination? A biography of Alfred Nobel? The combined weight of all human beings on earth? The different species that have been named after celebrities (the “Johnny Cash spider,” the “Che Guevara beetle,” and the “Beyoncé fly”)? Erudite and light-hearted, Le Carnet scientifique gives us access to the most complex subjects – while also being a lot of fun. Since 2006, Mathieu Vidard has been the producer and radio host of a very popular scientific program in France. He is the author of Dans les secrets du ciel (2014).
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Et tu n’es pas revenu (But You Did Not Come Back) Marceline Loridan-Ivens with Judith Perrignon February 2015 124 pp. Awarded Prix des lectrices de ELLE, Prix de la meilleure biographie LIRE Trade edition : 65.000 copies sold



“I was a very happy person, you know. In spite of everything that happened to us. I could talk about the worst things while laughing, or just stop thinking about it.” Thus begins Marceline Loridan-Ivens’ letter to her father. Both were deported to concentration camps in March 1944. He never returned. Et tu n’es pas revenu mends a broken memory that had to be erased in order to survive. But it is also – and especially – a declaration of love. Breathtaking. They were three kilometres away from one another. Him in Auschwitz, her in Birkenau. Between them were the gas chambers, hate, the smell of burning flesh, and the uncertainty of what would happen to one another. One day her father managed to send her a scrap of paper with a few words on it. A treasure and a testament for his 15-year-old daughter. But she no longer remembers it. The words have been erased from her memory.Life went on, Marceline Loridan-Ivens lived, travelled, made films... and yet these words seemed to be crying out for her. Words that could bring peace, words that could bring life. Marceline says we do not talk enough. That little girl all alone, carrying her doll, walking towards the gas chamber. The young woman knocked over by Marceline’s trolley, then shot and killed before her eyes by a Nazi. Mengele haunting the camp like a demon, waving his stick around. And then returning home, the life after death... ‘ Your words disappeared. They spoke to me of a world that was no longer mine. I had lost everything. The memory had to shatter. Otherwise, I could never have lived.’



Marceline Loridan-Ivens was born in 1928. She has worked as an actress, a screenwriter, and a director. She directed The Birch-Tree Meadow in 2003, starring Anouk Aimée, as well as several documentaries with Joris Ivens. She has also written her memoirs, entitled Ma vie Balagan (2008). Judith Perrignon was born in 1967. She is a journalist and author of several novels, including Les Faibles et les Forts (2013), as well as the life story of Gérard Garouste in L’Intranquille (2009). Foreign rights sold: Catalan (Bromera), Chinese (simplified: Henan UP; complex: Locus), Czech (No Limits), Danish (Rosinante), Dutch (De Bezige Bij), English (USA : Grove Atlantic, UK: Faber&Faber, Canada: Penguin), Finnish (Gummerus), German (Insel), Greek (Patakis), Italian (Bollati Boringhieri), Norwegian (Spartacus), Polish (Proszynski), Portuguese (Brazil: Intrinseca), Slovakian (Agora), World Castilian (Salamandra). English translation available.



Very occasionally a book comes along that demands to be published, to be read, to be talked about. A book about pain and suffering, about cruelty and humanity, about grief and love. But You Did Not Come Back is an exquisitely written, beautifully translated and unwaveringly honest testimony; a story we will all do well never to forget. The Guardian “A profoundly moving testimony of the challenges of survival, a wake-up call to those who ignore the rise of anti-Semitism in Europe, and a stunning tribute to her late father, But You Did Not Come Back is heartbreaking, important, and unlike anything that has preceded it.” André Aciman 48



Reminder



Qui je suis (Who I Am) Charlotte Rampling with Christophe Bataille October 2015 120 pp. In this poetic text, the fruit of many years of work and affinity with the writer Christophe Bataille, the great Charlotte Rampling bares all like never before. An incisive and deeply moving book that plunges us deep in the childhood and sometimes dark teenage years of the future starlet, in the vein of Patti Smith’s Just Kids. Charlotte Rampling tells the story of her life with simplicity, precision, and poetry: her youth, which she spent between British and French garrisons. Her father, an Olympic gold medalist in Berlin, whose wings were shortly clipped soon after. Her mother, «the heroine of a Fitzgerald novel.” Her magnificent – but very fragile – sister, Sarah, who died too young. Charlotte Rampling opens up, hides, mixes her impressions, memories, and places. She offers us “the start of a beginning. The beginning of my life. Who I am,” composing the multiple facets of a legendary, inaccessible, and familiar face.



Charlotte Rampling has acted with the greatest directors, from Woody Allen to Visconti, from Nagisa Oshima to Lars Von Trier, and from Maïwenn to François Ozon, to name only a few. She won the Silver Bear at the Berlin Film Festival for the film 45 Years. Christophe Bataille is a publisher and writer. He is the author of many works, among which are Annam (winner of the French First Novel Prize), Le rêve de Machiavel (Grasset, 2008), L’Expérience (Grasset 2015) and, with Rithy Panh, L’Elimination (Grasset, 2012, Prix Joseph Kessel, Prix Aujourd’hui, Prix de la SGDL, Prix de l’Essai France-Télévisions, and the Reader’s Choice Award by ELLE magazine), L’image manquante (Grasset, 2013).



Foreign rights sold: Italian (66thand2nd), World English (Icon Books)
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EXCLUSIVE AGENTS



China: Denise Lu - Divas International Contact: [email protected]



Greece: Niki Dougé Contact: [email protected]



Russia: Anastasia Lester Contact: [email protected]



Spain, Portugal, Brazil, Latin America: ACER Contact: [email protected]



50



























des documents recommandant













foreign rights catalogue frankfurt book fair 2015 - Anastasia Lester 

powerful it gives whoever masters it the ability to convince anyone in any situation ..... whom he shared a passionate love for HÃ©lÃ¨ne, their philosophy teacher and ..... Every Sunday for 14 years, Rody tells his lawyer about his close relationship










 








Frankfurt Book Fair 2017 Rights List - Anastasia Lester Literary Agency 

and writes a book that will help him dig into its grey areas. .... Foreign sales : already sold in 8 territories ...... cooking (yummy vegetarian dishes) and laughing ...










 








frankfurt book fair 2016 - Anastasia Lester Literary Agency 

families of the missing girls also receive a dollâ€¦ That is ..... from the front, Antoine is dispatched to an experimental electric therapy unit called the White House .... Louis Aragon about Mille regrets (Excerpt from Elsa Triolet choisie par Arag










 








foreign rights catalogue janvier-fevrier 2016 - Anastasia Lester Literary 

I say this, thinking of Magritte drawing a pipe and writing underneath: ... Foreign rights sold for previous titles: Castillian (Alianza), Chinese (simplified: Shanghai 99 ... Here, we meet a man who learns he is dead and begins his post-mortem ...










 








foreign rights 2016 catalogue - Anastasia Lester Literary Agency 

Providing out-of-the-box thinking and giving concrete solutions this book can change the world. Are .... others, he wrote several books about India which he loves. ..... When turning the pages of Voile spectaculaire, you'll be overwhelmed by ...










 








frankfurt book fair 2018 - Anastasia Lester Literary Agency 

Autoportrait de Paris avec chat. 32. CHILDREN'S LITERATURE. Laetitia COLOMBANI. La Tresse ou Le Voyage de Lalita. 33. REMINDERS. LITERARY FICTION.










 








foreign rights catalogue 2015 - Anastasia Lester Literary Agency 

THE MASTER'S BREATH, by Blanche de Richemont. 6. The bible and the .... absolute found refuge in a glance that turned her life upside down. Vijayananda ...










 








Frankfurt Book Fair 2017 - Anastasia Lester Literary Agency 

10. The Lying Woman hervÃ© bel. One day, Sophie, 43, decides to pretend she's ...... Staune teaches in HEC group's MBA program and is an expert consultant.










 








Foreign rights - Anastasia Lester Literary Agency 

curiosity of the soldier. The day of the festival of TÃªt (New Year), Mai refuses to marry the ..... blending daily life and absurdity.Â» La Vie. Mrs Angeloso novel, 224 ...










 








foreign rights catalogue 2017 - Anastasia Lester Literary Agency 

spiritual dance, illuminated by references to major figures of the desert (ThÃ©odore. Monod .... up with a trick that makes me joyful: I thank God for everything.










 








Foreign rights catalogue 2018 - Anastasia Lester Literary Agency 

Une femme brune est assise seule dans la nuit, Ã©clairÃ©e par la flamme d'une bougie. ... Madeleine au miroir, Madeleine aux deux flammes, Madeleine Ã  la.










 








foreign rights - Anastasia Lester Literary Agency 

the little ones, with all the vocabulary of the little world around them, in the ..... guide the beginners as well as the experienced sportsmen in their passion for ...










 








2 SEAS LONDON BOOK FAIR 2012 Rights List - Anastasia Lester 

Sprightly, sanguine writing - D a compelling energy and likeability Publishers ... Tom Molloy invites the reader back to a time of religious violence known as.










 








London Book Fair Rights List 2017 - Anastasia Lester Literary Agency 

In this journey, she sees an opportunity for a fresh start after ..... raises all boatsâ€�, as the saying went used in support of this view. .... Alianza (Spanish Worldwide).










 








Foreign Rights List - Anastasia Lester Literary Agency 

Our mission is to produce brilliant business books - and what this means is ..... communication toolsâ€”without resorting to the high-pressure, high-volume auto- .... Territory: World excl. English & simplified Chinese rights. Material Available.










 








Foreign Rights List - Anastasia Lester Literary Agency 

Mar 29, 2018 - Our books provide reading pleasure while enriching the reader at the same time. .... els in AngoulÃªme and the Los Angeles Times Graphic. Novel Prize in 2016 .... ironic manual that mocks all our failings as tourists. A short text ...










 








LONDON Book Fair 2018 Rights List - Anastasia Lester Literary Agency 

Mar 20, 2018 - alone : Count Arthus of Authon is prepared to kill in or- der to save AgnÃ¨s, who has stolen his heart. Francesco de Leone, a Knight Hospitaller, ...










 








foreign rights list Spring 2016 - Anastasia Lester Literary Agency 

May 12, 2016 - Of course I would love her, regardless of what she had done. .... doesn't attack the most powerful people on Earth, however ... Le Patriot, accuses him of having stolen military secrets in ... You will devour the first volume of this d










 








london book fair - Anastasia Lester Literary Agency 

he started writing sci-fi novels, and quickly became the leading figure of the ..... David Lodge to completely renew the overused fictional figure of the serial killer.










 








2017 Rights CATALOGUE - Anastasia Lester Literary Agency 

Set during the 70s and 80s, this is like a photo album of a family from a working-class background with its codes and taboos, its ignorance, its complexes and ...










 








Rights Catalogue - Anastasia Lester Literary Agency 

Sample chapters available in English. ALL RIGHTS AVAILABLE ...... where her assignment is to manipulate information. In ...... Facebook and asks for her help to get her revenge, Fanny agrees to set a ...... Ã  la Romeo and Juliet. â€¢ A successful ..










 








London Book Fair - Anastasia Lester Literary Agency 

Well, he was a long-time friend, but he wasn't really that old. Gustave ... Jesus, a young Haitian who thinks he's the son of God; The Alleycat, ..... views of reality, David Goudreault paints a picture of the prison world, its daily life and inhabit










 








frankfurt 2016 - Anastasia Lester Literary Agency 

Sep 12, 2016 - therapy? What's the connection with her father, Carl, a forgotten painter living out his last years in .... An accomplished athlete, in 1991 she was ... on your feet again. .... search of approbation, he has the best seat in the theatr










 








frankfurt - Anastasia Lester Literary Agency 

Courtois, leading editor of the Livre noir du communisme. (The Black Book of .... Nicolas AUBIN: ..... et Petit Trianon', the 'Parc des Grandes eaux nocturnes'? was .... which events are translated into monuments, and where monuments.










 














×
Report foreign rights catalogue frankfurt book fair 2016 - Anastasia Lester





Your name




Email




Reason
-Select Reason-
Pornographic
Defamatory
Illegal/Unlawful
Spam
Other Terms Of Service Violation
File a copyright complaint





Description















Close
Save changes















×
Signe






Email




Mot de passe







 Se souvenir de moi

Vous avez oublié votre mot de passe?




Signe




 Connexion avec Facebook












 

Information

	A propos de nous
	Règles de confidentialité
	TERMES ET CONDITIONS
	AIDE
	DROIT D'AUTEUR
	CONTACT
	Cookie Policy





Droit d'auteur © 2024 P.PDFHALL.COM. Tous droits réservés.








MON COMPTE



	
Ajouter le document

	
de gestion des documents

	
Ajouter le document

	
Signe









BULLETIN



















Follow us

	

Facebook


	

Twitter



















Our partners will collect data and use cookies for ad personalization and measurement. Learn how we and our ad partner Google, collect and use data. Agree & Close



