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Highllight



Recherche femme parfaite (Desperately Seeking the Perfect Woman) Anne Berest October 2015 196 pp.



Co-author of the literary sensation, How to Be Parisian Wherever You Are, Anne Berest returns with a modern fable about the quest for perfection. This ode to women and friendship tells the story of two friends who are complete opposites: Emilienne, the bohemian bachelorette photographer, and Julie, the Stepford wife, who sinks into a deep depression after the birth of her first child. That’s when her friend decides to seek out and photograph these supposedly ideal women. The result is this beautifully written, funny and poignant book about the role of women in society. Julie is a senior executive and Emilienne is a photographer. They are friends and live next door to each other. One is an altruist, a perfectionist, who is in love with her husband, and is always in a good mood. The other is a dilettante, libertine, a fan of dark humour, and slightly alcoholic. One night, Julie, the model wife and all-around ideal human being, has a nervous breakdown. Emilienne then discovers that, this whole time, her neighbour had been suffering from depression and hiding it from everyone around her. She decides to find the origin of this evil by photographing the “perfect women” her friend was trying so hard to emulate. But, as always, nothing goes according to plan... Along the way, she meets a country doctor, a teen skateboard champion, a pharmacist who is the victim of her own beauty, a lawyer who looks like Sophie Calle, the well-known Zahia – but also, a certain idea of love. This quest takes readers on a surprising journey and burlesque road trip from Orléans to Arles, by way of Venice. Recherche femme parfaite is the story of a powerful friendship between two women. Behind the dark humour, it is also a reflection on the relationship women have to their body, to beauty, and to sexuality. “I wanted to draw two contemporary sketches, two portraits of very different women, and try to write a comedy about them. By using laughter, this novel also offers a perspective on the feminist battles our generation must still wage.” A.B Anne Berest was born in Paris in 1979. After working in the theatre for a decade, she published her first novel La Fille de son père (2009), followed by Les Patriarches (2012) and Sagan 1954 (2014). She is coauthor of the book How to Be Parisian Wherever You Are, translated in 28 languages. Foreign rights sold: Castilian (Reservoir Books - Random House Mondadori), German (Knaus), Korean (All That Books), Russian (Corpus) Foreign rights already sold for How to Be Parisian Wherever You Are: Albania: Fjala Publishing, ANZ: Random House Australia; Brazil: Objetiva, China: Shanghai 99, Czech: Jota, Estonia: Sinisukk, Finland: Siltala, Germany: btb, Greece: Harlenic Hellas, Holland, Hungary: Alexandra Kiado, Italy: Mondadori, Japan: Hayakawa Publishing, Korea: Minumsa, Latvia: Zvaigzne, Lithuania: Alma Littera, Mongolia: Enkh Empire, Poland: Muza, Russia: Eksmo, Serbia: Laguna, Slovakia: Ikar, Spain: Roca, Taiwan: Crown, Turkey: Epsilon, UK: Ebury Press, US: Knopf Doubleday, Vietnam: Nha Nam.
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Highllight



La Septième Fonction du langage (The Seventh Function of Language) Laurent Binet September 2015 496 pp. 75000 copies sold Awarded Prix FNAC 2015 Longlisted for Prix Renaudot, Prix de Flore, Prix Femina, Prix du Style, Prix Interallié After the worldwide success of HHhH, selected as one of the 100 best books of 2012 by the New York Times, Laurent Binet returns with a new fast-paced novel in the form of a philosophical investigation starring the great figures of 1980s French theory. In it, he imagines Roland Barthes had not died after a road accident but instead was... murdered! On 25 February 1980, Roland Barthes was run over by a truck after having lunch with François Mitterrand. He died from his injuries one month later. The official version maintains it was an accident… but what if it were actually murder? That day, Barthes was carrying a yet-to-be published document by Jakobson about the seventh function of language. A function so powerful it gives whoever masters it the ability to convince anyone in any situation to do anything. In other words, it can coerce any individual or group through speech, offering absolute power simply through the Word. Police Captain Jacques Bayard, an old reactionary and not a fan of structuralism, begrudgingly hires Simon Herzog, a young leftist semiologist, to investigate the crime. The President of the Republic himself assigns them with the task of finding the precious document. Are the Russians involved? The crème of the French intellectual scene is subject to interrogation: Michel Foucault, Gilles Deleuze, Jacques Derrida, Julia Kristeva, Philippe Sollers, and Louis Althusser, to name but a few. The two investigators soon discover the existence of the Logos Club, a powerful secret society, where members pitilessly wage verbal war on one another. The trail of the Logos Club takes them to Bologna where they meet with Umberto Eco and just narrowly escape the train station bombing of August 2nd 1980. We then follow them to an American campus where Jacques Derrida and Jonathan Searle confront one another on the notion of the performative text, then to Venice, where a duel is taking place for the title of Grand Protagoras, the leader of the Logos Club... They deduce that the winner can only be whoever stole the Seventh function. Throughout the story, the crabby Captain Bayard discovers an unexpected interest in French theory, and the young PhD candidate Simon Herzog shows the skills of a Sherlock Holmes with a hint of James Bond. But Herzog slowly becomes gripped with paranoia as he begins to wonder about his ontological status, as described by Umberto Eco’s writings. What if he were ultimately nothing more than a character in a novel? With the tension and structure of a crime novel, La Septième Fonction du langage packs amusing and dramatic situations, immersing the reader in this watershed period of the early 80s – a period that was pivotal politically, intellectually, and culturally. While, in HHhH, Laurent Binet questioned the novelist’s capacity and difficulty not to betray History, he once again brings reality and fiction together in La Septième Fonction du langage, only this time, in a more playful mode, allowing him to take poetic license with historical facts… He takes this audacious gamble with the immense talent we have come to expect from him. Laurent Binet is a doctor and agrégé of literature, and author of HHhH, which won the 2010 Prix Goncourt for a First Novel. It has been translated into nearly 40 languages and was a bestseller in several countries. It is currently being adapted for the screen. Foreign rights sold: Bulgarian (Paradox), Castilian (Seix Barral), Catalan (Edicions 1984), Chinese (complex: Ye Ren), Croatian (Fractura), Czech (Argo), Dutch (Meulenhoff), English (UK: Harvill Secker; USA: FSG), German (Rowohlt), Hungarian (Europa Konvykiado), Japanese (Tokyo Sogensha), Norwegian (Gyldendal Norsk), Portuguese (Brazil: Companhia das letras; Portugal: Quetzal), Slovenian (Mladinska Knjiga Zalozba). Under offer in Italy and Turkey.
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Praise for La Septième fonction du langage by Laurent Binet



“A funny, smart and colourful book, somewhere between Fight Club, The Name of the Rose and ‘Tintin in the Land of French Theory’.” Les Inrockuptibles “This parody of ‘esoteric-conspiracy’ books à la Dan Brown shows that Laurent Binet is more like the spiritual child of the great Frédéric Dard, and has written the most irreverent book of the year. Remarkable!” L’Express “With this ‘San-Antonio in the Land of the Structuralists,’ literary scholar Laurent Binet lets loose and offers up one classical scene after another. (…) His book is baffling, erudite, funny, smart, and off-the-wall.” Le Point “Grandiose, with legendary action scenes, and brimming with hilarious dialogue.” Le Figaro Magazine “La Septième fonction du langage mixes crime fiction and philosophical farce using the great intellectual figures of the 1970s.” Le Monde des Livres “The funniest and smartest book released this Fall.” Agence France Presse, “This book successfully takes the gamble of being literature that is popular AND cultured, entertaining AND political.” ELLE “A novel that is equal parts intelligent and hilarious.” Vanity Fair “Insolent and funny, this is a satire on smug, narcissistic and self-indulgent intelligentsia. But, while offering an autopsy of our intellectuals, [...] Laurent Binet carefully dissects the power of fiction, words, and language.” Télérama “Laurent Binet has a field day with this French Theory rendition of The Name of the Rose.” Lire “Finally, an author who is able to bring together a suspenseful plot, laugh-out-loud jokes, and high-brow content.” L’Hebdo (Switzerland) “A whimsical book about semiology that is exhilarating, brash, and very funny.” La Semaine “Michel Foucault, Gilles Deleuze, Philippe Sollers and even a young and already impetuous Bernard-Henri Levy: every last one of them are given a dressing down in this cascade of wild goose chases, teeming with references and humour.” Avantages
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Highllight



Profession du père (Father’s Profession) Sorj Chalandon August 2015 320 pp.



60.000 copies sold Longlisted for Prix du style This is the story of a devastated but resilient childhood – that of Emile, whose father recruits him for an insane plan: assassinate De Gaulle, who has just given up on French Algeria. What can a child possibly understand about a mad father who takes his family hostage? With Profession du Père, Sorj Chalandon has written a novel that is full of restraint and yet deeply moving. One of his most beautiful. It is the early 1960s. As a supporter of the Organisation Armée Secrète, which was illegally created in 1961 to defend France’s continued presence in Algeria, Emile’s father decides to assassinate Charles De Gaulle. But killing the Général is a two-man job, and he enrols his son. Emile, whose only relationship to his father is when the man is beating him, is anxious to please and proud of the role entrusted to him. But pride is no defense against fear, and even less of a defense against insanity. He therefore asks Luca, the new kid in his class who has just been repatriated from Algeria, to join him in this outrageous undertaking. But, how can a 13 year-old know what death is, what it means to cause it… and to risk doing it? As for Emile’s mother, she does nothing to protect him: "You know your father… all that stuff is nonsense," she whispers to him. Emile cannot understand this man who, one day, claims he is a parachutist, the next, he’s a pastor, forcing his son to get on his knees and be exorcised, confessing to him that same night that he’s a secret agent for the US government… Sorj Chalandon was a journalist for the newspaper Libération before joining the staff of the satirical review Le Canard Enchaîné. For his investigative reports on Northern Ireland and the Klaus Barbie trial, he was awarded the Prix Albert-Londres in 1988. For Grasset, he has published Le Petit Bonzi (2005), Une promesse (2006, Prix Médicis), My Traitor (2008), La Légende de nos pères (2009), Return to Killybegs (2011, Grand Novel Prize by the Académie Française), and Le quatrième mur (2013, Prix Goncourt des Lycéens). His work is largely translated abroad. Foreign rights sold: Catalan (Edicions 1984), German (DTV), Greek (Hestia) Foreign rights sold for previous works: Arabic (Lebanon: Dar Al Farabi), Castilian (Alianza, Edicions 1984), Catalan (Edicions 1984), Chinese (complex: Global Group, Ten Points; simplified: Shanghai 99), Czech (Argo), English (Lilliput Press), German (DTV), Greek (Hestia), Italian (Keller, Mondadori), Korean (Agora), Lithuanian (Tyto Alba), Polish (Sonia Draga, Sic), Romanian (Humanitas), Czech (Argo), Serbian (Geopoetika), Ukrainian (ECEM), Vietnamese (Savina)



“Sorj Chalandon is a master of emotion, where ink flows like tears and readers are moved by characters that vibrate with sincerity.” Ouest France “Literature that explores an unhappy childhood is by no means uncharted territory. Sorj Chalandon makes his beautiful contribution to the genre.” L’Humanité, “Intimate and poignant without ever being cheap. He writes like someone placing flowers on a tomb.” Page des libraires
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Highllight



Vernon Subutex 1 & 2 Virginie Despentes Vol 1: January 2015 - 340 pp. – 100.000 copies sold Vol 2: June 2015 - 400 pp. – 80.000 copies sold Prix Anaïs Nin, Prix de la Coupole, Prix Landerneau



Virginie Despentes is finally back with a new gripping saga. With its short chapters, Vernon Subutex is a page-turner in two volumes, as addictive as the best TV series. The author of Apocalypse Bébé and King Kong Theory strikes again, this time inventing the postmodern picaresque novel. As a former record store owner, Vernon Subutex is one of the last survivors of a dying world. Many of his friends are dead or have left Paris. All except for Alex Bleach, a popular singer and the last person from his group of friends who can still help him pay his bills. One evening, Alex Bleach films himself in Vernon’s apartment high on coke. A few weeks later, he dies of an overdose. Vernon is evicted from the apartment he has lived in for ten years. He has no other choice but to have different friends put him up, without anyone really being able to help him. Vernon quickly finds himself to be the target of both a treasure hunt and a manhunt. Several people – a producer, a director, a biographer, a female private detective, a pornstar, a young woman in a hijab – are looking for Vernon to get their hands on the exclusive rushes of Bleach’s crazy will. But Vernon is unaware that he is being tracked down. Since he has no money, he has been hopping from apartment to apartment on the couches of ex-rockers. Every flat he stays in reveals a new life, and every life sends the reader to a brand new universe, until the different threads are woven together to form the patterns of a vast tapestry that pulls the reader through the looking glass where they will find Vernon in the street, with no place to squatin the second volume… Among other books, novelist and filmmaker Virginie Despentes is the author of Baise-moi (1993, adapted for the screen and codirected with Coralie Trinh Thi), Les Jolies choses (1998), Teen Spirit (2002), Bye Bye Blondie (2004), and an account King Kong Theorie (2006), all published by Grasset. She received the Prix Renaudot for her last novel, Apocalypse bébé (Grasset, 2010). Foreign rights sold: Castilian (Penguin Random House), Croatian (Ocean&More), Dutch (De Geus), English (UK: Maclehose Press; US: under offer), Finnish (Like Publishing), German (Kiepenhauer & Witsch), Italian (Bompiani), Polish (Otwarte)



“A great portrait of our time. We all knew Despentes could write, but we didn’t know she would do it with such grace.” Frédéric Beigbeder, Le Figaro Magazine “A consummate art of mixing characters, voices, and plot lines, all with an incontestable feel for shifting rhythms. This is not a novel, it’s an electrocardiogram.” Le Figaro Littéraire “An astonishing topography of contemporary French society.” Les Inrocks “A contemporary comédie humaine that Balzac would turn over in his grave to read.” Le Parisien
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Novel



Histoire de l'amour et de la haine (A History of Love and Hate) Charles Dantzig August 2015 480 pp.



Longlisted for Prix Renaudot, Prix Medicis, Prix Femina, Prix Interallié It is April 2013 and the French parliament has just legalized same-sex marriage. During the months before and after this historic event, those who opposed the law took to the streets of Paris in a show of unprecedented hostility for all to see. Charles Dantzig has chosen this for the backdrop of his new novel, Histoire de l’amour et de la haine. Through seven characters, this novel takes the reader through an enthralling commentary on our time and the men and women who are part of it. The book opens with the first protests against “le mariage pour tous” in Paris, and ends with the last of them. We meet Ferdinand, a twenty-year-old who will come out as gay and suffer from the vulgarity of his father, Deputy Furnesse. The latter is a homophobic pundit on every news show in the country, and proud of it. We also meet Armand and Aron, who live as a couple and share a large apartment with Anne, who is both beautiful and a victim of her beauty. And then there’s Pierre, a famous writer who has stopped writing and begins an affair with Ginevra. These are only a few of the characters participating in this concert of love and hate that echoed throughout the city for several months. Same-sex marriage has been legal since 2001 in the Netherlands, 2005 in Spain, 2013 in the UK, and very recently in the USA. None of these countries were the scene of such violent protests. What happened in France? How could the streets of Paris echo with voices that are so contrary to the city’s very essence? How does an historical event affect and transform people? Covering themes as varied and universal as friendship, love, sex and beauty, this novel showing how youth and childhood are trampled by adults and their power blends pure fiction (where we follow characters and their adventures) and the author’s thoughts and observations – a point of view that is more than welcome, especially since the questions raised by these events still remain. Charles Dantzig is an author of novels (Un film d’amour, 2003, Je m’appelle François, Grasset, 2007, Dans un avion pour Caracas, 2011), essays (Dictionnaire égoïste de la littérature française, 2005, Encyclopédie capricieuse du tout et du rien, 2009), and poems (Les nageurs, 2010). Foreign rights sold for previous works: Arabic (Lebanon: Arab Scientific Publisher), Chinese (complex characters: Acorn; simplified characters: Guanxi), German (Steidl), Italian (Archinto, RCS Libri), Castilian (451), Korean (Jihyung, Media Will M&B), Ukrainian (Calvaria)



“A political book that is simultaneously intelligent, elegant, and full of healthy anger. This character study – lined with a portrait of a society and an historical era – Histoire de l’amour et de la haine can also be implicitly read as an ode to freedom and difference.” Le Journal du Dimanche “One of this Fall’s most staggering books. Genre-defying yet immediate, ill-timed yet urgent, this story dazzles because, through the false problem of homosexuality, it asks the true question of love, and through homophobia examines adversity. [...] In other words, Dantzig puts his hands in the mud – and finds gold.” Marianne
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Novel



Le Mariage de Pavel (The Marriage of Pavel) Jean-Pierre Milovanoff October 2015 196 pp.



Pavel is a White Russian émigré who fled family and country at age 15. In the twilight of his life, he tells his son, Jean-Pierre, his story, starting with his journey through half a century of Russian history to (and, especially) his love for two sisters – a love that was as exclusive as it was destructive. A beautiful text by the author of La Mélancolie des innocents. In addition to the mother-in-law he hated, and the death his bourgeois origins had in store for him, Pavel fled his membership in the ranks of the Tsarist military school during the Revolution. He walks across a Russia that is ravaged by fire and sword, reaches Sebastopol, and then Constantinople, where he is given asylum by other Russian émigrés. After settling in France in the 1920s and becoming a mineralogist in the Cévennes region, he meets the sisters Renata and Odine. He loves one, marries the other, and remains prisoner of both, sacrificed on the altar of these inseparable and conniving – yet rival – “double stars” that form this story’s true couple. Odine is a choreographer, and refuses to let Pavel leave for the USA and emigrate with him and his wife Renata. In doing so, she destroys Pavel’s career, who dies in 1967.



Novelist and playwright, Jean-Pierre Milovanoff has published the following works with Grasset: L'Offrande sauvage (winner of the Prix des Libraires 2000), La Mélancolie des innocents (winner of the 2002 Prix France Télévision), Terreur grande (Prix Maurice Genevoix, Prix François Mauriac, 2011), L'Hiver d'un égoïste et le Printemps qui en suivit (2012), Le Visiteur aveugle (2014). Foreign rights sold for previous works: Castillian Spanish (Alianza), Chinese (simplified: Sitak Group), Estonian (Eesti Raamat), Greek (Ekkremes, Ellinika Grammata), Polish (Noir sur Blanc), Russian (Atticus/Inostranka, Machaon).
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Novel



L'Amour à trois (Three’s Company) Olivier Poivre d'Arvor August 2015 240 pp.



Longlisted for Prix Interallié Olivier Poivre d’Arvor returns with a new novel offering readers just a hint of nostalgia. L’Amour à trois tells the story of a man in his fifties named Léo who has completely lost his memory after a stroke. Léo takes off for Guyana where he tries to go back in time. Here, he hopes to float upstream and find the trace of an old classmate, with whom he shared a mutual passion for their recently deceased teacher, Hélène. This is a novel about uncertain love and the indelible trace it leaves on one’s life forever. Léo Socrates is head archivist at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. After suffering a stroke, he loses entire chapters of his life – with the exception of only one carefully repressed memory. Without further ado, he flies off on a dangerous trip to Guyana, from Cayenne to Maripasoula – the land of gold panners and Wayana Indians – in the hopes of finding Frédéric Salomon, a childhood friend with whom he shared a passionate love for Hélène, their philosophy teacher and erotic initiator, who has just died. What really happened between them back then? By travelling up the streams of time and the Maroni River, Léo caresses his nostalgia for this golden age, this lost dream of youth that floats to a 1970s soundtrack. Fragile, hurt, and amnesiac, he stubbornly seeks out this man who might, perhaps, resolve the enigma of his own existence. Essayist and novelist Olivier Poivre d’Arvor is the author of several novels, among which are Le club des momies, Le voyage du fils (Prix Renaudot des Lycéens) and Le jour où j’ai rencontré ma fille. Diplomat, and founder of the festival, “Le marathon des mots,” he is also the head of French radio station, France Culture. “In this pleasant tale of a love triangle, the author writes about the joys and difficulties of becoming an adult.” Lire “This bittersweet fable of French youth in the 1970s is a love story with a hint of Jules et Jim.” Transfuge “This story is a marvellous journey in time, and a very moving narrative about the fragility of being alive, told with finesse and erudition.” Le Télégramme “A beautiful work of fiction on a man’s reconciliation with his past.” Le Parisien Magazine
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Novel



Le Métier de vivant (This Business of Living) François Saintonge September 2015 256 pp.



Here is a novel about love and friendship, plunging us in the starts and stops of the first half of 20th century history. From WWI to the London Blitzes, François Saintonge tells us the story of three friends separated by the war. Once it is over, the three men reunite – but quite quickly, one of them becomes infatuated with a woman bearing a strange resemblance to him. Together, they have a passionate and disturbing love affair… During their studies, Max and Léo (cousins, and part of the grande bourgeoisie) and Lothaire (the child of an aristocratic family) form an tight-knit trio that the First World War will separate before peace time reunites them once more. Lothaire, a causal and club-footed sex addict, avoids the draft, while Léo, a certified pilot and dutybound patriot, accepts his. Because he is doubly protected by his fortune and family, as well as the adoration of his mother, Max enjoys a comfy position in the Medias where he works alongside Jean Cocteau and Giraudoux before finally fighting on the Eastern front in 1917. Léo loses a leg in combat, Max an eye, and both are awarded a medal. After being demobilized, Max participates in the surrealist revolution, with his usual nonchalance, by becoming a gallery owner and an art dealer. He will not see violence again until the night riots of February 6th 1934, when extreme right-wing groups tried to overturn the Republic. This solid trio is shaken up by a sporadic love affair spanning twenty years that is both passionate and enigmatic between Max and Dionée Bennett. This wife of an American arms dealer, and young adventurer turned foreign correspondent, has covered every conflict in the 20s and 30s, from the Greco-Turkish War to the conflict in Morocco, Spain and China. She is also Max’s perfect lookalike. Are they brother and sister? Is their affair incestuous without them realizing it? François Saintonge is the pseudonym of a well-known author. He has already published a novel with the nom de plume, Dolfi et Marylin (Grasset, 2012), which was a bestseller in Germany. Foreign rights sold for Dolfi et Marilyn: German (Bertelsmann), Turkish (Altin Kitaplar Yatinevi)



“A dazzling and irreverent book.” Service Littéraire
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Novel



Les Promesses (The Promises) Amanda Sthers August 2015 306 pp.



Longlisted for Prix Interallié With Les Promesses, Amanda Sthers offers readers an emotional roller coaster. A man who is about to turn seventy years old watches the woman he has always loved die before their passion could be consummated. From memory to memory, an entire life begins to take shape. The past illuminates the present, his disappointments, and his obstacles, all of which add up to so many unkept promises. Oscillating between laughter, melancholy and tenderness, and evocative of films like Ettore Scola’s We All Loved Each Other So Much, Amanda Sthers’ new novel is as nostalgic as it is radiant. Alexandre’s life was filled with nothing but promise. He is born in a rich family, coddled, raised on gorgeous summers in Tuscany and the gentle rhythm of life in Paris… However, he is only ten when his father – a man who incessantly challenged him – drowns before his very eyes. This novel is entirely structured in epiphanies, from Alexandre’s first memories to the death of Laure, the woman he had always loved but to whom he never dared make love. His sexual life begins with a suicidal woman, followed by a marriage, then children, then an unbreakable trio with two other friends, as well as a passion for book collecting... but Laure remains the one promise he can never fulfill in order to preserve the dream of an immaculate elsewhere. Everything is doubled in Alexandre’s life. He is always between two countries and two languages, between what is and what could be, and is about to inherit a grandfather who is both adored and hated by his own family… This is the story of a man who is far too trapped in the traumas of yesterday and the fantasies of tomorrow to offer himself the chance to fully live his life. Amanda Sthers is a writer, filmmaker, and playwright. Her first play, Le vieux juif blonde (2006) was an international success. Les promesses is her tenth novel – after the noteworthy Chicken Street and Madeleine. Foreign rights sold for Chicken Street: Castilian (Argentina: El Ateneo), English (Australia: Austral Books), German (Luchterhand), Hebrew (Matar), Italian (Ponte Alle Grazie), Korean (Hemingway Korea), Polish (Noir sur Blanc), Romanian (Echinox), Turkish (Everest).



“Amanda Sthers’ writing flows like a nighttime stream, where murky waters occasionally give way to flashes of brilliance. And profoundly trouble us.” L’Express “Deep in the blue of her eyes, Amanda Sthers conveys unbearable storms of shame that her talent transforms into stories we love to devour.” Paris Match “In this bittersweet and remarkably well-written novel, where every promise carries its share of regret, Amanda Sthers paints the portrait of a man who, like many, is in a tug-of-war with the schizophrenia of living.” Madame Figaro
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Novel



L’Homme qui fuyait le Nobel (The Man Who Fled the Nobel) Patrick Tudoret October 2015 240 pp. World-renowned writer Tristan Talberg has not written a word since his wife’s death. To everyone’s surprise, he is awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature. Tristan wants nothing to do with it and decides to run off to the pilgrimage route of Camino de Santiago… Funny and off-kilter, this tale of flight, which the hero’s letters to his deceased wife, is a magnificent declaration of love. Tristan Talberg is an acclaimed writer in the autumn of his life who has just been awarded the Nobel Prize. Ruggedly misanthropic, reclusive, and deep in the throes of mourning his beloved wife for the past five years, he is overwhelmed with panic at the media storm that his prestigious prize has provoked. He decides to immediately take flight from Paris. Hiding out in the homes of his friends, hunted by the police and a pack of journalists in search of a scoop, he must keep running, and is forced to put his love of walking to the test by moving towards horizons that are completely foreign to him. Stumbling upon the Camino de Santiago and returning to an urgently needed social life, this disenchanted sceptic, with his physical metamorphosis (he has shaved his head and now hides his face behind a beard), slowly returns to life. This long march also offers an opportunity to remember what his wife’s struggle had taught him: when this former dancer for the Opéra knew she was condemned by Huntington’s disease and forced to trade her dream to become a prima ballerina for a wheelchair, did she not live her life fully to the very end? Patrick Tudoret is the author of a dozen novels and essays, among which are Créances douteuses and La Gloire et la cendre. His essay, L’Ecrivain sacrifié, Vie et mort de l’émission littéraire won him the 2009 Grand Prix de la Critique, as well as the Prix Charles Oulmont from the Fondation de France.
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Novel



Une idée de l'enfer (An Idea of Hell) Philippe Vilain April 2015 160 pp.



Philippe Vilain returns with a novel about a couple and their downward spiral via the story of a man trapped in his passion for gambling. With great precision, Une idée de l'enfer describes addiction and the most violent passions. In it one finds all of Philippe Vilain’s usual talent for detecting and describing the ambivalence inherent in all of us. Why does Paul gamble? To enjoy the moment? Perhaps to escape something...? And yet, Paul makes a good living, is married to Sara, a beautiful, intelligent woman, and loves his job. But he does not play in any casino or at any roulette table. Paul is addicted to online gambling. Sara is suspicious, suffers in silence, and eventually threatens him. Paul promises to stop. But he does it again, lies, and even believes his own lies. He goes into rehab, then falls back off the wagon. And continues to come up with the most clever, the most specious, and the most dishonest justifications. He no longer touches his wife or even looks at her. The only thing that offers him any pleasure is the risk of gambling. Paul confesses and tells us about his downward spiral, while betting his life away. Just how far are we willing to believe him? Who knows…? Gambling always gets the better of the gambler. Philippe Vilain is the author of many novels published by Grasset, including Pas son genre (2011), adapted for the screen by Lucas Belvaux. Foreign rights sold for previous works: Italian (New Book Gremese)



“Philippe Vilain deciphers everything, without judgment. His portrait of a gambler is all the more eloquent and relentless because of it.” L’Express “Philippe Vilain’s texts are backed by a powerful literary voice. Une Idée de l’enfer is no exception.” Le Temps
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Thriller/Suspense



Chien (Dog) Samuel Benchetrit March 2015 288 pp.



In this new, caustic novel, Samuel Benchetrit tells the story of a man’s metamorphosis into a dog. With its Kafkaesque overtones, this cruel social parable will leave no reader unscathed. An honest man, who is incapable of telling a lie or even fathoming the depravity of others, is kicked out of his house by his wife. She claims she has become allergic to him. He therefore leaves his home and his son, whom he loves more than anything else in this world. The boy, however, is completely indifferent to him. As an antidote to his solitude, he buys a dog, a leash, plastic toy-bones, a bag of dog biscuits, a foam dog house, and a set of training lessons. But, just as they’re leaving the store, his unlucky new companion slips away from him and is run over by a bus. With the little money left in his pocket, the man takes refuge in a roach motel. With ultimately nothing better to do, and no other perspective in his life, he goes to the training lessons he bought for his deceased canine pal. Without an animal to tame, the trainer invites him to play the dog. Thus begins the slow metamorphosis of this “man without qualities” into an animal. This novel reads like a tender, cruel and tragicomic tale on the condition of contemporary man. Samuel Benchetrit is a novelist, screenwriter, theatre and film director, as well as an actor. In 2008, he notably directed I Always Wanted to Be a Gangster (winner of the Best Screenplay Award at the Sundance Film Festival). He is the author of Récit d'un branleur, Le Cœur en dehors (winner of the 2009 Prix Eugène Dabit du roman populiste) and his Chroniques de l'asphalte, a series of autofiction novels of which three volumes have already been published.



Foreign rights sold for previous works: Castilian (Anagrama), Chinese (China: Shanghai 99 Reader), Dutch (Meulenhoff), German (Aufbau Verlag), Hebrew (Keter), Italian (Neri Pozza), Korean (Munhakdongne)



“The writer’s quill has humoristic colors which does not prevent him from looking at the world with a fierce eye.” Le Progrès
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Thriller/Suspense



Big Daddy Chahdortt Djavann February 2015 300 pp.



In this incredibly powerful novel, Chahdortt Djavann uses the American heartland as the backdrop for her story of a gang leader, his disciple, and a young bourgeois woman who will defend the boy in court… These three voices alternate to create a fast-paced literary symphony that mixes themes dear to the author: multiculturalism, social violence, child abuse, juvenile delinquency, and obsessive love. Rody, a 13-year-old Latino orphan, is sentenced to life for triple homicide with no possibility of parole. The boy is both funny and sharp, and his appointed lawyer – an upper-class Iranian-American woman who, for family reasons, dedicates her life to defending the poor – is fascinated by him. After Rody’s conviction, she visits him and asks if she can record his story. Every Sunday for 14 years, Rody tells his lawyer about his close relationship to Big Daddy, a highranking, depraved criminal who adopted him as “his son.” Money, drugs, sex, reciprocal racism and the law of hate – the boy is initiated by a master who imparts him with his “philosophy” of life, which Rody soon puts into practice. The lawyer does everything in her power to obtain a pardon. “Rody’s case” is suddenly picked up by the media and becomes one of the major issues dominating the political campaign for Governer. Will he be relaxed? Who is Big Daddy? Who is Rody, really? What is he hiding? Why did he kill three men? White, black, Latino, obese men and women, prostitutes, homosexuals: they’re all here … but nothing happens as one might imagine. Every chapter has its surprise, its suspense, and its share of twists. Born in 1967 in Iran and exiled to France in 1993, Chahdortt Djavann is a novelist and essayist. Among other books, she has published Bas les voiles (2003), Je ne suis pas celle que je suis (2011) and La dernière séance (2013). Foreign rights sold: Dutch (De Bezige Bij/Cargo)



“This novel is powerfully constructed, which is hard to come by…. You will be breathless after reading this tale of so many lives.” Le Point “This is writing with a scalpel, and without any gloves.” Paris Match “This book examines the process whereby a man loses his humanity, with a finesse and feeling for intrigue that is reminiscent of The Silence of the Lambs.” Glamour
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Thriller/Suspense



La nouvelle vie d'Arsène Lupin (The New Life of Arsène Lupin) Adrien Goetz April 2015 306 pp.



Arsène Lupin is one of France’s most popular fictional characters. This half-Robin Hood, half-Don Juan is La Belle Epoque’s most elegant of gentleman thieves. For Arsène Lupin, robbery is a jeu d'esprit… After being invented by Maurice Leblanc in 1905, he was to be found in countless books and films throughout the world. It is therefore not surprising that Adrien Goetz – whose skill in the genre of police comedies needs no introduction – wanted to pursue his adventures by adapting them to the third millennium. Delicious. The year is 2015. Arsène Lupin is back. After all these years, he has not lost any of his elegance or irony. Adrien Goetz resuscitates him for seven back-to-back fast-paced adventures where we see the renowned burglar rob social networks, plunder the databases of the virtual world, steal original manga drawings, tackle global warming with great generosity, and return the real Mona Lisa to France during an exhibition in the Emirates. There are also other characters invented by Maurice Leblanc… The young Beautrelet, his rival, has become a genius biologist who toys with cellular mutations. The dangerous Joséphine Balsamo, who has converted to radical feminism, is now interested in genetic mutations. Lest we forget the ridiculous Detective Herlock Sholmes and Inspector Gallimard (now Gallimarion…) trying to track down Lupin, whom everyone believes is dead, but who is actually improving the French Republic by invalidating the new President’s campaign bank accounts. Adrien Goetz is an art historian and critic, as well as a lecturer at the Université de Paris-Sorbonne. He writes in several periodicals and is the editor of Grande Galerie, le Journal du Louvre. He has published six novels with Éditions Grasset, among them the series of suspense novels with Intrigue à l’anglaise (2007), and Intrigue à Giverny (2014). Foreign rights sold for previous works: Chinese (complex: Azoth Books), Czech (Host), Danish (Arvids Forlag), Russian (ATeam), Ukrainian (ECEM Media)



“The gentleman thief is as elegant and ironic as ever as he attacks the third millennium in La Nouvelle vie d’Arsène Lupin.” Le Figaro Littéraire
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Thriller/Suspense



Belleville Shanghai Express Philippe Lafitte April 2015 288 pp.



Part-romantic comedy, part-crime novel, Belleville Shanghai Express is a journey into the heart of Paris’ French-Asian community. This contemporary Romeo and Juliet features two heroes in search of love, trying to break free from their heritage and family pressure. Vincent grew up in the Paris Asian neighbourhood of Belleville and dropped out of his university to capture the streets of his youth with his Leica camera. Vietnamese on his father’s side and French on his mother’s, Vincent is what is known as a “banana” – i.e., yellow on the outside, white on the inside. He looks for any trace he can find of his lost father, and the only link he still has is his grandmother’s fading memory. When he meets Line, they instantly fall in love. But the young girl’s father, Monsieur Li, does not take a liking to him. This ogre of the Chinese business world is the protector of traditions. His nephew, Yan – a low-life crook who rides around the neighbourhood behind the wheel of his sparkling Porsche Cayenne – is given the task of breaking up the young couple. But Line mysteriously leaves for Shanghai, where she dreams of becoming a supermodel. Desperate and threatened by Yan, Vincent finds himself wandering aimlessly in the city… Will our two heroes ever meet again? A roller-coaster of a novel that is generous, multiform, endearing and profoundly human, which pulls us into this enigmatic Asian community. Philippe Lafitte is the author of three novels, and of Vies d’Andy (2010). He is also a screenwriter for film and television.



“Vincent Chêne and Line Li are two superb beings and a Romeo and Juliet for the 21st century.” L’Humanité
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Literary Novel



L'Expérience (The Experiment) Christophe Bataille January 2015 88 pp.



It is 1961 in the Algerian desert. Three kilometres from this unidentified point, a fifty-metre tall tower houses an atomic bomb. A young soldier accompanied by a small patrol is present and clueless to what is about to take place. He simply knows he is participating in an experiment for science and the glory of France. In reality, he is a guinea pig. With heartbreaking simplicity, Christophe Bataille tells us about this experiment in a short and dense text, using the voice of a young man who, years later, in the twilight of his life, tries to find meaning in it all. On February 13th 1960, the first French atomic bomb exploded in the Algerian Sahara. Up until 1966, sixteen more nuclear tests would follow, causing the accidental irradiation of hundreds of French soldiers and nomads that were present on site. Soldiers were deliberately exposed to nuclear tests with the aim of studying the physiological and psychological effects produced by the atomic bomb on humans. Christophe Bataille transports readers with this tragic and little-known story. Between life and the after-life, between glory and state policy, between science and cruelty, young men were sullied and sacrificed. One of them turned old and ill tells his story while also trying to understand it. A powerful and unforgettable text. Christophe Bataille is a publisher and novelist. He is the author of Annam (awarded the Prix du premier roman – First Novel Prize), Le rêve de Machiavel (Grasset, 2008), and with Rithy Panh, The Elimination (Grasset, 2012, winner of the Prix Joseph Kessel, Prix Aujourd'hui, Prix de la SGDL, Prix de l'Essai France-Télévisions, Grand Prix des lectrices de ELLE), and L'image manquante (Grasset, 2013). Foreign rights sold for previous works: Castilian (Tusquets), Dutch (Vassallucci), English (New Direction Publishing), Italian (Einaudi), Japanese (Suisei-Sha), Korean (Munhakdonngne), Romanian (Lider, Humanitas)



“A shock to the system.” Le Monde des Livres “Rare tact and mastery in a style that, at times, reaches summits of poetic darkness.” Les Inrockuptibles “Do not expect an indictment, a political stance, and forget about sentiment. This beautiful book is all the stronger for it. And the more poignant.” Le Point “A staggering lesson in life.” Le Figaro magazine “Dazzling.” La Vie
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Literary Novel



Anomalie des zones profondes du cerveau (Anomaly of the Deeper Zones of the Brain) Laure Limongi August 2015 208 p.



Longlisted for Prix Medicis Laure Limongi suffers from a neurological disease that doctors have nicknamed “the suicidal migraine.” Since experiencing her first occasional attacks a decade ago, the disease has taken over to the point of becoming chronic. To cope with this, Laure Limongi decided to write a book and tame her pain instead of simply enduring it. With this book, she offers an original, polyphonic and literary text exploring a universal subject: our relationship to the body, disease, and suffering. Through her imagistic words, Laure Limongi describes the many paths one must take when living with a disease. Known as a “cluster headache,” this extremely painful and incapacitating illness affects roughly 3 people out of a thousand. But the causes of this “anomaly of the deeper zones of the brain” are still unknown. In order to escape being a prisoner to this pain, she has chosen to distance herself and write stories within stories, all in different tones, hopping from one case to the other, from poetry to science, and from comedy to love. Without in any way undermining it, Limongi nevertheless looks at disease as an adventure, examining pain without pathos but, instead, with the greatest tenderness. After all, it is the common denominator for all living things. How can one reclaim one’s body in its magnificent imperfection? Perhaps, like Montaigne, we should redefine health as the sovereign acceptance of disease? Far from a simple first-hand, navel-gazing account, here is an escapade that is both scientific and aesthetic, lively and (in spite of the subject) delightful! Laure Limongi is an author, editor, performer, and professor of creative writing. Soliste (2013) was her last novel.



24



Literary Novel



Une simple lettre d'amour (A Simple Love Letter) Yann Moix April 2015 144 pp.



A young man writes a letter to a recently deceased woman with whom he was once in a relationship. The letter takes on the form of a self-portrait, revealing a narcissistic and dishonest male incapable of loving. This is the unintentional confession of a magnificent scumbag. According to Yann Moix, women always know who they are dealing with, but willingly put on blinders. They make their latest suitor out to be the greatest they’ve ever known, calling him “the love of my life,” struggling to transform him into an ideal. However, a man who loves is intrinsically unfaithful, and “the love of his life” is always the following woman he meets. The definitive woman is constantly the next one. So why this simple love letter? Because, once the break-up has been sealed, one must write women to convince them that they were right to flee the men who lied – and sometimes cheated – on them for so long. Men come and go with the tide. Only then does one see what was hiding under the waves. Why not just admit, once and for all, that men are hypocrites, manipulators, cynics, cowards and counterfeiters. In a word, Yann Moix tells us that they’re bastards who nevertheless try to broach the subject of love with sincerity and serenity. Born in 1968, Yann Moix is the author of a rich body of work, including Naissance, which won him the 2013 Prix Renaudot. Foreign rights sold for previous works: Greek (Kedros, Empeiria Ekdotiki), Italian (Messaggero Padova)



“A love letter that is feverish, complex, ambitious, dark, exhilarating, and disturbing.” JDD “Yann Moix tosses psychology out the window to confront us with the cruellest description of love founded on physical desire.” Libération
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Literary Novel



Tilleul (Linden Tree) Hélène Lenoir March 2015 242 pp.



Longlisted for Prix Femina In her magnificent style, Hélène Lenoir paints the subtle and deeply moving portrait of a brother and a sister after their mother’s death… Tilleul is also the story of a woman’s emancipation as she breaks her family ties to finally be free. After their mother’s death, Gilles and Sophie Harper inherit a house located in a posh, uptown neighbourhood. Sophie, who loathes the place and left when she was very young, is lured back by Gilles, who has never left. She brings her daughter Carole in the hopes of liquidating the estate and finally attaining a form of material stability. She wants to sell it, but Gilles, a bachelor who had always lived there with their mother, is dead-set against it. Eventually, he compromises and they sell the upper part of the lot. The new owners build an imposing custom-made house and a certain Jonas Raasch is hired to design the garden. The only tree he is able to save is a linden tree. After a misunderstanding, Raasch and Sophie meet and fall in love. Gilles, however, still clings to his old dream of living as a couple with his sister and niece, whom he adores. Helène Lenoir was born in 1955, and lives in Germany (Frankfurt) where she teaches French. She has published several novels, including La brisure (1994), her first novel, Son nom d’avant (1998), and more recently, La Crue de juillet (2013), published by Les Editions de Minuit. Foreign rights sold: Danish (Arvids)



“Hélène Lenoir dissects the history of an ordinary family with the precision of an entomologist – a family that most would find uninteresting, lacking the patience to turn the nevertheless fertile soil of secrets hidden under a layer of thick, hot mundanity.” JDD “Reading Hélène Lenoir is always a complex and unsettling experience that leaves you wanting more.” Télérama
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Omnibus



Comment faire l’amour avec un nègre sans se fatiguer suivi de



Cette grenade dans la main du jeune Nègre est-elle une arme ou un fruit ? Fête chez Hoki Truman Capote au Park Hotel How to Make Love to a Negro Without Getting Tired followed by



Why Must a Black Writer Write About Sex? Party at Hoki’s House Truman Capote at the Park Hotel Dany Laferrière



(Preface by Charles Dantzig)



January 2016 555 pp. This volume brings together Dany Laferrière’s first novels - Comment faire l’amour avec un nègre sans se fatiguer (1985), Cette grenade dans la main du jeune Nègre est-elle une arme ou un fruit ? (1993), Fête chez Hoki (1987) – and Truman Capote au Park Hotel. These books make up what he called his “American mythology.” We first follow Dany Laferrière to Canada, then to the US. The young Dany dreams about himself and the great writers he loves. He seems to do nothing but converse with a friend and try to pick up girls, while ironically speculating about the “White woman/Negro male” question. But, in actual fact, he spends all his time writing. From his very first books, we find the Laferrière of L’Enigme du retour (The Return) and Je suis un écrivain japonais (I Am a Japanese Writer) – a man who plays with clichés in order to better circumvent them, the falsely casual writer who patiently builds a body of work, the humourist who talks about serious things, and especially, the flexible and enchanting stylist and novelist who invented his own literary genre. “This is not a novel. I say this, thinking of Magritte drawing a pipe and writing underneath: This is not a pipe. I write this book with notes taken on the fly just about everywhere in North America.” Dany Laferrière was born in Port-au-Prince in 1953. He won the Prix Médicis in 2009 with L’Enigme du retour (Grasset, 2009 – The Return in English, 2011) and, in 2013, became the first Québécois author of Haitian birth to be elected to the Académie française. Foreign rights sold for other works: Castilian (Alianza), Chinese (Simplified characters: Shanghai 99 Reader), Danish (Turbine Forlaget), English (United Kingdom: MacLehose Press, Canada: Douglas and McIntyre, Arsenal Pulp Press, German (Das Wunderhorn), Italian (Gremese 66Thand2nd), Japan (Fujiwara Shoten, The Open Books), Korean (The Open Books, Thinking Tree), Polish (Swiat Ksiazki), Romanian (Echinox), (Russian (Text), Serbian (Laguna)
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Biographical novel



Eroica Pierre Ducrozet April 2015 260 pp.



Longlisted for Prix de Flore, Prix Jean Freustié Born in 1960 and dead in 1988 in Brooklyn, Jean-Michel Basquiat is a novel character for the first time. Until now, only one biography in English existed on this central contemporary art figure, despite the fact that his work is the most valuable on the international market. This reflection on genius, heroism, and the Body follows the trajectory of a unique individual who tried to remake the world through his paintings. Eroica is a contemporary epic inaugurating a new collection with the promising name of… Le Courage. In 1978, 17-year-old Jay is covering the walls of Lower Manhattan with enigmatic and threatening phrases, which he signs SAMO. Four years later, he is a rich and renowned painter working relentlessly to create his own pictorial language made of signs, words, faces, that are both explosive and perfectly composed, energetic and yet formal. Eroica follows the life of a boy who dreams of himself as a hero in a world without any. He has the talent, but will he have the courage? This novel tries to understand mystery of this complex and contradictory, brilliant, feverish and voracious character, and go beyond the legend that has reduced him to a series of stereotypes. This immersion into New York’s renaissance in the 1980s reveals a city where one world is dying and another is inventing itself. At the juncture of these two movements is Basquiat. In a Manhattan on the verge of bankruptcy, but fuelled with mad energy, a new art and music scene is emerging all around him, with figures like Keith Haring and Andy Warhol, who becomes Jay’s closest friend. Eroica follows the poetic adventure of an ambitious artist who, like no one else, was able to capture reality in full force, while also revealing himself to be incapable of handling it. Born in 1982, Pierre Ducrozet published his first novel, Requiem pour Lola rouge, in 2010, winning the Prix de la Vocation award. His second novel, La vie qu’on voulait, was released in 2013. “A road movie in the heart of 1980’s New York. This young French author’s writing is fast-paced, frantic, and is completely in tune with the painter’s ambitious and lightning-fast career.” Marianne “A New York epic written like a jazz score.” L’Humanité Translations samples available in Italian and German.
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Biographical novel



L’Autre Simenon (The Other Simenon) Patrick Roegiers August 2015 304 pp.



Longlisted for Prix Renaudot, Prix Décembre Patrick Roegiers continues his literary anthropology of Belgium with this new opus, resuscitating the obscure and little-known figure of Christian Simenon, Georges’ brother. This is the story of a man without qualities, whose activism at the heart of a Belgian extreme right movement could have marred his brother’s glorious and high-society literary career – which Georges did everything in his power to avoid. Through this double portrait, Patrick Roegiers also offers us a chance to revisit literary history and the rise of Fascism in Belgium. A powerful and fascinating novel. Untalented, but far more adored by their mother than Georges ever was, Christian becomes an active member of the pre-WWII Rexist movement founded by Léon Degrelle (the Belgian Jacques Doriot, who plays a central role in Jonathan Littell’s The Kindly Ones). A sort of Belgian “Lacombe Lucien”, but far more horrible and tragically stupid, Christian Simenon eventually became the instigator of the “Courcelles Massacre” where a great many Belgians were savagely executed. From this point on, his downward spiral continued… until his terrible end. Meanwhile, his brother Georges would dine at the Tour d’Argent in Paris and collect one amorous and literary triumph after another. Despite also being somewhat of an adept of Rexist ideology, he never let it show – on the contrary. Georges did everything he could so that the fall of this brother (he so bitterly hated) never affected his reputation. Born in 1947 in Brussels, Patrick Roegiers is the author of a vast body of work. Among his novels are: Le 29ravers des Belges (2012) and La 29raverse des plaisirs (2014) both published by Grasset.



“Patrick Roegiers offers us a relentless novel that is both invigorating and precious. It is slick and hard-hitting, boisterous and powerful.” Le Soir “In Roegiers’ writing, style is the internal motor. His writing is a crazy chain reaction of words, and a music made up of short sentences that chant, laugh, frighten, and thrill…. What an astounding text!” Le Républicain Lorrain “Beyond the portrait of these two brothers that nothing can bring together, L’autre Simenon is terrifying in its depiction of the ravaging effects a demagogic ideology can have on those who feel rejected in troubled times.” La Voix du Nord
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La Fiancée de Schulz (Schulz’s Fiancée)



Biographical novel



Agata Tuszyńska September 2015 300 pp. Longlisted for Prix Medicis, Prix Femina Józefa Szelińska was the fiancée of Polish writer and painter Bruno Schulz, killed in November 1942 by the Gestapo. Although she remained faithful to him her entire life, she always maintained a low profile regarding their relationship. Through the memoirs of Schulz’s muse, confidante, and eternal lover, Agata Tuszyńska casts new light on the famed artist and tries to unravel the mystery of their tormented and passionate bond. Józefa Szelińska and Bruno Schulz met in the early 1930s while both were teaching at the same secondary school in Drohobycz. Fifteen years his junior, “Juna” as she was nicknamed, was a Catholic girl from a Jewish family. For her sake, Schulz distanced himself from his community for a time while they considered marriage. But Schulz feared their relationship would hamper him in his creative endeavours, and they separated in 1937. When Poland was invaded at the beginning of the Second World War, Schulz was assigned to the position of “artisanal painter” by the authorities in power. His work consisted of drawing portraits of Stalin or scenes of pastoral life. In 1941, the Germans seized the city and Schulz was forced to move to the ghetto. At this point, he decided to hide his drawings, his writings, and his correspondence. It is said that he handed Juna the manuscript to his work Mesjasz (The Messiah), which is now lost. On 19 November 1942, Bruno Schulz was murdered by the SS in the middle of the street with two bullets to the head, along with two hundred and sixty other Jews. Juna’s parents were also executed, and the young woman took refuge in Warsaw, where she remained until the end of the war. Agata Tuszyńska tells us Bruno Schulz’s story through the loving memory of Juna, who had always maintained a privileged relationship with Jerzy Ficowski (Schulz’s biographer) throughout her life. Living amidst his books and drawings her whole life, she most likely saw this as a means of resuscitating her lover, but also of preserving her status of privileged companion (while also demanding that she only be referred to simply as “J.” in any biography on Schulz). Perhaps she might have even been looking for answers to this tumultuous relationship that had ended so prematurely. All her life, Józefa kept the portrait Schulz made of her and the copy of his book of his short stories, Sklepy cynamonowe (Cinnamon Shops), he had dedicated to her. As for their correspondence, she always vowed it had been destroyed. In 1991, at age 86, Józefa Szelińska committed suicide, taking many passionate secrets to her grave. These are finally revealed to us by Agata Tuszyńska’s new novel, with sixty years of Polish history as its backdrop. Captivating. Novelist, biographer, and academic, Agata Tuszyńska is one of the most watched figures in the Polish literary scene. For Grasset, she has published Une histoire familiale de la peur (2006), Exercices de la perte (2007), and Wiera Gran : The Accused (2011). Foreign rights sold: Macedonian (Antolog Books) Foreign rights previously sold for Wiera Gran: The Accused: German (Suhrkamp), English (World: A. Knopf), Castilian Spanish (Alianza), Greek (Kapon), Hebrew (Kinneret), Italian (Einaudi), Macedonian (Antolog), Dutch (De Bezige Bij), Polish (Wydawnictwo Literackie), Slovenian (Zalosba Modrijan).



“La Fiancée de Bruno Schulz is an epic novel on the relationship between love and creativity. It also confirms Agata Tuszynska’s talent as she traces, from book to book, the vague contours of a geography of fear – that of being Jewish.” ELLE “Impressionistic writing that goes so far as to reinvent the tedious exercise of biography.” Transfuge Polish edition available
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First novel



La Logique de l'amanite (The Logic of Toadstools) Catherine Dousteyssier-Khoze August 2015 224 pp.



La Logique de l'amanite throws us into a family drama with very colourful characters. Who is Nikonor, this old man as venomous as the mushrooms he studies? And why exactly does he hate his sister so much? What childhood wound could justify such sibling warfare? The mystery unravels page after page of this original and ambitious first novel, with its caustic humour. Nikonor is almost one hundred years old and has just arrived in his childhood estate, Château de la Charlanne. An inveterate snob and erudite autodidact, Nikonor has very fixed opinions on a wide range of subjects from literature to… mushrooms! But his very particular conception of mycology takes shape page after page. From unexpected anecdotes to strange secrets about the history of his family, his story suddenly takes a disturbing turn. Who exactly is this Nikonor? What became of his family, and why does he harbour such hatred for his sister, Anastasia? Catherine Dousteyssier-Khoze was born in Clermont-Ferrand in 1973, and is Franco-British. She teaches French at the University of Durham in the north of England and is the author of several essays, critical editions and articles on 19th century French literature. La Logique de l'amanite is her first novel. “Catherine Dousteyssier-Khoze uses the ellipse with panache and offers readers the “first mycological novel,” unapologetically freeing herself from all literary genres.” Livres Hebdo “A welcome dose of cynicism and humour.” Le Figaro Magazine
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First novel



Je me suis tue (I Silenced Myself) Mathieu Menegaux April 2015 192 pp.



In this highly suspenseful crime novel, Mathieu Menegaux tells the tragic story of Claire, a sexual assault victim who decides to remain silent about what she has gone through. Claire quickly watches her life crumble and, in her despair, commits the most heinous crimes. A powerful and dark book revealing the pitiless nature of contemporary society. From the rear of a cell in the woman’s detention centre in Fresnes, Claire recalls the events that led her to prison. After being raped – an event she has hidden from her companion – she eventually learns that she’s pregnant… Claire is a proud woman who refuses to surrender and decides to bear her burden in silence. The consequences of this decision will turn out to be dramatic. Alienated and cut off from the world, Claire does the unthinkable. Silence is her only line of defense. Her touching confession allows us to understand the driving forces behind this modern tragedy. Mathieu Menegaux was born in 1967. After graduating from a top business school, he now works for a management consulting firm. Je me suis tue is his first novel. Foreign rights sold: Italian (Bompiani)



“A gem.” RTL “The writing here is simple, understated and terribly powerful.” Atlantico
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La Fleur du Capital The Flower of the Capital



First novel



Jean-Noël Orengo January 2015 768 pp.



Awarded Prix Sade 2015 Longlisted for Prix de Flore In the 1960’s, Pattaya was nothing more than a tiny fishing village in Thailand until the American army turned it into one of its bases during the Vietnam War, packing it with “Lady Bars” entirely devoted to prostitution. The soldiers left, the brothels remained, and tourism arrived. Having since become the world capital for paid sex and the most popular seaside resort in Southeast Asia, Pattaya is a fiction unto itself. Like Malcolm Lowry’s Mexico, this “place where humanity has a date with itself”, Jean-Noël Orengo tells us about this staggering and fascinating city through the voices of its five characters. Using inventive, sharp-edged and hypnotic language, he has written the first, total “roman-monde” (“world-novel”), sending readers us on a journey to the depths of Asia… and the heart of human desire. Forget your moral principles and your beliefs. You’re in Pattaya City, the Thai temple of paid sex and high living! Day and night, it offers the unique experience of endless pleasure to anyone who can pay for it. Whether French, Russian or American, families, females, males or transsexuals, pretty or ugly, rich or poor, every year they all flood its streets, which pulsate with musique, neon lights and bars, to kiss La Fleur du Capital (“the flower of the capital”) with their own lips. Among the half-naked, the prostitutes, and their clients, there is Marly, the expat in love with Porn, the perfect ladyboy, Kurtz, the champion of turning tricks, Harun, the sex-obsessed architect, and Scribe, the author dedicated to writing about the city. Their destinies overlap as they slowly destroy their own lives to penetrate the mysteries of the pearl of Siam. A sublime love story, a descent into the depths of madness and the hunt for pleasure. Welcome to Pattaya. In five acts, four intermissions and twenty interludes, these five characters take turns telling their stories in their unique voices, peppered with hundreds of quotations, references and anecdotes that characterize their worlds and offer as many different points of view on prostitution, this city, and our society. Behind the scenes of the noise and lights, underneath the burning sand of this seaside resort, Eastern and Westen cultures converge. People come here for the love of money and the pursuit of happiness, the hope for a better life and, far off in the distance, a chance to find one’s place in the sun. A phenomenal first novel, a theatrical tableau filled with a visual, emotional and cerebral structure that offers a paradoxical perspective on prostitution and amorous relationships, transforming sexual tourism, globalized exoticism, and unhindered urbanization into a mysterious universe. Jean-Noël Orengo is the author of numerous critical and creative texts, and co-author of the Dictionnaire La Poste des Métiers et des Fictions (2013). La Fleur du Capital is his first novel. “Jean-Noël Orengo. He’s what everyone should be reading. Miraculous.” Transfuge “The arrival of a first-rate writer into the world of literature.” L’Humanité “Impressive, lyrical, polyphonic.” Technikart “La Fleur du Capital verges on being a masterpiece. There is some Céline in this powerful book.” Le Parisien
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Reminder



L’Invention de nos vies (The Age of Reinvention) Karine Tuil August 2013 496 pp.



Shortlisted for Prix Goncourt 2013 – more than 150.000 of hardcopies sold in France From New York to Paris, from the up-scale neighbourhoods of the French Capital to the wastelands of the periphery, Karine Tuil takes us on a humorous odyssey through society. L’Invention de nos vies is an epic and unique work which, not unlike Saul Bellow’s Herzog, brings the reader face-toface with his/her own lies. What drives Sam Tahar to keep going? Money, luxury goods, a lovely marriage to the daughter of a powerful man, success with women, recognition from the New York State Bar, where this fearsome lawyer practices, or his numerous appearances on TV? Sam has got it all… so what more does he want? To forget, maybe. Because his success is based on a lie: he made his fortune by ransacking the life of his once best friend, Samuel Baron, a failed writer, son of Jewish intellectuals, who slowly wastes away in an explosive inner city, and whose only consolation is the beautiful and gentle Nina, a model for department store catalogues. These three were close friends twenty years ago. And when they meet again, after the suspense pulls the reader through to the last page, everything explodes. Nina prostitutes her beauty while believing she can love again. Sam’s past catches up with him: his real name is Samir, the son of Muslim immigrants, raised in the council estate. As for his old friend Samuel, the loser… he manages to turn things around. “You can go very far with a lie, but you can’t come back,” goes the old Yiddish proverb underlying this novel’s tempo and extraordinary construction, where one secret always hides another. Karine Tuil is the author of several novels, including Tout sur mon frère (2003), Quand j’étais drôle (2005), Douce France (2007), La Domination (2008) and Six mois, Six jours (2010). Foreign rights sold: Chinese (simplified : Shanghai Century), Dutch (De Bezige Bij), English (US: Simon & Schuster/Atria), German (Aufbau), Greek (Kapon), Italian (Piemme)



"How wonderful to see a gifted contemporary French novelist tackle the way we live now - in all its edgy complexity. A great social novel. A great read". Douglas Kennedy “How could you not fall for this nearly 500 page novel about the failures of our society? […] a huge success. Unquestionably one of the season’s best. […] Masterful.” Paris Match “Karine Tuil has succeeded in creating a work of great magnitude with L’Invention de nos vies. (…). In terms of literary merit, L’Invention de nos vies is simply full of ideas (…), a singular voice, and a feverish, convulsive tone.” Le Figaro “From [...] her first novel […], Karine Tuil has built a powerful and unique body of work that has gone far too unnoticed. In 2013, applause is now bursting forth – this is her resurgence.” Elle English translation to be published in the US (Scribner) in November 2015 – translation by Sam Taylor, translator of HHhH and The Truth about the Harry Quebert Affair.
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Reminder



Un bon fils (A Dutiful Son) Pascal Bruckner April 2014 200 pp.



Awarded Prix Marcel Pagnol With this novel of origins, Pascal Bruckner offers us his most surprising and intimate book – his “rosebud”. How, in the shadow of an abusive, anti-Semitic, Nazi sympathizer of a father did the author of La Tentation de l’innocence and of L’Euphorie Perpétuelle become a philosopher long thought to be Jewish? Is it even possible to love a father despite mediocrity, violence, and the unbearable? This is the story of a frail child born after the war and immediately sent to a village in Austria to treat his lungs. He sings the glory of God and jabbers a German dialect under the falling snow. Every night as his mother lovingly watches him, the cherub prays to God: he wishes for his father’s death. “There is nothing more difficult than to be a father: a hero, his glory is crushing; he is a bastard for his infamy; ordinary in his mediocrity.” The father in this case is a violent and perverted husband who beats and humiliates his wife, who is an obsessive anti-Semite and racist, and whose son will do everything in his power to become his opposite. “I am his defeat,” writes the author. The son goes on to become a student of Jankélévitch and of Barthes, and becomes best friends with Alain Finkielkraut. Grouped with the “Jewish intellectuals” with whom he identifies though he is not one himself, he falls in love with women of far-reaching origins, becomes a loving father, and a respected writer. In this powerful story, Pascal Bruckner tells of his personal and intellectual filiation, giving us the key to his entire body of work. From the snow of the first pages to the filth in which his father will live out his final days, from the violence of his words to the rage colored by love that he feels for him, we find one writer’s theater of cruelty, incarnated and made clear by its central actor, the pathetic Nazi, the fanatical ecologist, the wrathful ogre, the mingy husband to whom Pascal, despite everything, forever remained a good son. Because behind the contempt and the rage, this story is the half-made confession of an impossible love, a tomb of terror and forgiveness. Pascal Bruckner is the author of, among others, La tentation de l'innocence (Prix Médicis de l'Essai, 1995), Les voleurs de beauté (Prix Renaudot, 1997), L'amour du prochain (1998), and Misère de la prospérité (Prix du Meilleur Livre d'Économie, Prix Aujourd'hui, 2002). Foreign rights sold: Castilian (Impedimenta), Croatian (Algoritam), English (Dedalus), Greek (Patakis), Romanian (Trei), Slovene (Modrijan)



“Pascal Bruckner’s most touching work (…) A grandiose novel.” Le Soir “Bruckner’s book is far more than a simple account of a family drama. It is a philosophical fable displaying the triumph of rationality, intelligence, and curiosity over hatred, resentment, and bearing grudges […].” ELLE “Vertiginous.” Le Nouvel Observateur
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Highlight



Et tu n’es pas revenu (But you did not come back) Marceline Loridan-Ivens with Judith Perrignon February 2015 124 p. “I was a very happy person, you know. In spite of everything that happened to us. I could talk about the worst things while laughing, or just stop thinking about it.” Thus begins Marceline Loridan-Ivens’ letter to her father. Both were deported to concentration camps in March 1944. He never returned. Et tu n’es pas revenu mends a broken memory that had to be erased in order to survive. But it is also – and especially – a declaration of love. Breathtaking. They were three kilometres away from one another. Him in Auschwitz, her in Birkenau. Between them were the gas chambers, hate, the smell of burning flesh, and the uncertainty of what would happen to one another. One day her father managed to send her a scrap of paper with a few words on it. A treasure and a testament for his 15year-old daughter. But she no longer remembers it. The words have been erased from her memory. Life went on, Marceline Loridan-Ivens lived, travelled, made films... and yet these words seemed to be crying out for her. Words that could bring peace, words that could bring life. Marceline says we do not talk enough. That little girl all alone, carrying her doll, walking towards the gas chamber. The young woman knocked over by Marceline’s trolley, then shot and killed before her eyes by a Nazi. Mengele haunting the camp like a demon, waving his stick around. And then returning home, the life after death... “Your words disappeared. They spoke to me of a world that was no longer mine. I had lost everything. The memory had to shatter. Otherwise, I could never have lived.” Marceline Loridan-Ivens was born in 1928. She has worked as an actress, a screenwriter, and a director. She directed The Birch-Tree Meadow in 2003, starring Anouk Aimée, as well as several documentaries with Joris Ivens. She has also written her memoirs, entitled Ma vie balagan (2008). Judith Perrignon was born in 1967. She is a journalist and author of several novels, including Les Faibles et les Forts (2013), as well as the life story of Gérard Garouste in L'Intranquille (2009). Foreign rights sold: Castilian (Salamandra), Catalan (Bromera), Chinese (simplified: Henan UP; complex: Locus), Czech (No Limits), Danish (Rosinante), Dutch (De Bezige Bij), English (USA : Grove Atlantic, UK: Faber&Faber, Canada: Penguin), Finnish (Gummerus), German (Suhrkamp Insel), Greek (Patakis), Italian (Bollati Boringhieri), Norwegian (Spartacus), Polish (Proszynski), Portuguese (Brazil :Intrinseca), Slovakian (Agora)



“A final and poignant farewell to her father, whom she lost in Auschwitz.” Le Monde des Livres “This account perhaps cuts a little deeper than the rest. It will be difficult to forget it.” Le Figaro magazine “Swift, dense, powerful, devastating.” Le Parisien “The audacity of those who have not harboured fear or illusions for a very long time.” Libération “A declaration of love to the father she lost in the camps that will leave no-one unmoved. Above all, But You Did Not Come Back is the testimony of a relentless fighter, describing in hard-to-bear detail her survival of the barbed wire, the railway platforms, the crematoriums, and also what came after that: the life as someone who survived. The arc that Marceline Loridan-Ivens traces in her book reaches from the early postwar period to the Paris of 1968 to post-Charlie-Hebdo France . . . That her return from Auschwitz did not bring her peace is the dark core of her account.”—Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung (Germany) English translation available
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Highlight



Qui je suis (Who I Am) Charlotte Rampling with Christophe Bataille October 2015 120 pp.



In this poetic text, the fruit of many years of work and affinity with the writer Christophe Bataille, the great Charlotte Rampling bares all like never before. An incisive and deeply moving book that plunges us deep in the childhood and sometimes dark teenage years of the future starlet, in the vein of Patti Smith’s Just Kids. Charlotte Rampling tells the story of her life with simplicity, precision, and poetry: her youth, which she spent between British and French garrisons. Her father, an Olympic gold medalist in Berlin, whose wings were shortly clipped soon after. Her mother, "the heroine of a Fitzgerald novel.” Her magnificent – but very fragile – sister, Sarah, who died too young. Charlotte Rampling opens up, hides, mixes her impressions, memories, and places. She offers us “the start of a beginning. The beginning of my life. Who I am,” composing the multiple facets of a legendary, inaccessible, and familiar face. Charlotte Rampling has acted with the greatest directors, from Woody Allen to Visconti, from Nagisa Oshima to Lars Von Trier, and from Maïwenn to François Ozon, to name only a few. She won the Silver Bear at the Berlin Film Festival for the film 45 Years. Christophe Bataille is a publisher and writer. He is the author of many works, among which are Annam (winner of the French First Novel Prize), Le rêve de Machiavel (Grasset, 2008), L’Expérience (Grasset 2015) and, with Rithy Panh, The Elimination (Grasset, 2012, Prix Joseph Kessel, Prix Aujourd'hui, Prix de la SGDL, Prix de l'Essai France-Télévisions, and the Reader’s Choice Award by ELLE magazine), L'image manquante (Grasset, 2013).
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Essay



Eloge du blasphème (In Praise of Blasphemy) Caroline Fourest April 2015 140 pp.



Caroline Fourest is an essayist and militant intellectual. For six years, she worked for the satirical magazine Charlie Hebdo, which was the victim of a terrorist attack in January 2015. In response to all those who criticized Charlie Hebdo for its purposefully provocative stance, and those who confuse freedom of expression and inciting hatred and murder, Caroline Fourest offers us a powerful and instructive argument that will shake up more than a few stubborn “certitudes”. She revisits those dissident voices who, in the name of responsibility, of the fear of offending, or of being seen as islamophobic, chose not to “be Charlie.” From the Anglo-Saxon press, which censored Luz’s front page, to the left-wing notables who continue to have an unclear position, from the Front National to other types of media and controversial figures, Caroline Fourest attempts to establish a typology of those who are anti-Charlie Hebdo. She also presents the risk of censorship or the rhetoric of double standards, trying to imagine a world where blasphemy would be a crime punishable by law. In this uncompromising essay, Caroline Fourest refocuses the debates on freedom of expression, alerting us about the dangers of globalization and intimidation, while clarifying the fault line between secularism and Holocaust denial, between the right to blaspheme and incitement to hate crimes, and between laughing about terrorism and laughing with the terrorists. Caroline Fourest is an essayist and director. She has penned many books, including Brother Tariq: The Doublespeak of Tariq Ramadan, and La dernière utopie, published by Grasset. Foreign rights sold for previous works: English (UK: Social Affairs Unit; US: Encounter Books)



“Drop everything, this is the book you should be reading.” Le Point English translation available
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Essay



Comment les rabbins font des enfants : Sexe, transmission et identité dans le judaïsme (How Rabbis Make Babies: Sex, Transmission and Identity in Judaism) Delphine Horvilleur October 2015 240 p.



Given the current trend of ethnic and religious communities closing in on themselves, Delphine Horvilleur explores the question of identity through the prism of rabbinical tradition. To those who would like to freeze Jewish identity and put it in a box, she affirms its fertility and constant movement. In this book, the author examines the issues of lineage, procreation, and transmission by using three guidelines to explore Judaism: How are parents made (mythology)? How is identity constructed (pedagogy)? And, how is desire created (sexology)? At a time where ethnic and religious communities retreat into their own shells and identities appear to be fossilizing, Horvilleur argues that heritage is never a carbon copy (contrary to what fundamentalism tries to affirm) but is, instead, a partial infidelity that always allows for the unexpected to arise. It is said that Judaism is obsessed with family lineage – but it is, in fact, more obsessed with rupture. The only guarantee of a tradition’s vivacity is that it needs to be shaken up in order to reinvent itself. This is the basis for the author’s appeal for a “uterine religion” that, like a womb, is nourished with previously unknown texts and allows room for the Other and the feminine. Once again, Delphine Horvilleur proves her capacity here to rethink the great problems of our time through rabbinical literature. Proceeding with clarity and humour, quoting everyone from Emile Ajar to Amos Oz, Pierre Vassiliu, as well and Genesis and the Talmud, she ends her book with an analogy between the Text and the feminine, both endowed with the same capacity to be fruitful and multiply. Born in 1974, female rabbi Delphine Horvilleur works within the Liberal Jewish Movement of France (MJLF) and is the editor-in-chief of Tenou’a magazine. She was named one of France’s nine most important new French female intellectuals by l’Express magazine, and dubbed “Manager of 2015” by the magazine Le Nouvel Economiste. She is the author of an important first book: En tenue d’Eve : féminin, pudeur et judaïsme (2013). German translation rights handled by the Liepman Agency
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Essay



Le Génie du judaïsme (The Genius of Judaism) Bernard-Henri Lévy Forthcoming: January 2016 300 pp.



In his new book, Bernard-Henri Levy continues his reflection on a subject he has examined for over three decades, beginning with Testament de Dieu. Preaching more than ever for an affirmative Judaism, he justifies his equally political and philosophical position in light of the most burning issues and debates of our day: Islam and Islamism, secular laïcité, the return of populism, and the discourse of hate. This insightful and militant book, which could be filed under both philosophy and political science, raises many diverse questions ranging from Jewish humanism and the modality of universalism resulting from it, to what it tells us about ethics, politics and the issue of sovereignty. He also looks at Israel, its place in the world economy, anti-Semitism today and the way in which the theme of competition between different forms of victimhood make it contemporary in a tragically new way. He also answers those who brandish the spectre of the 1930s, and justifies his political engagements in the Libyan and Ukrainian wars. Philosopher, writer, and Managing Editor of La Règle du Jeu, Bernard-Henri Lévy is the author of several works, including Barbarism with a Human Face (1977), Adventures on the Freedom Road (1991), Sartre (2000), Who Killed Daniel Pearl? (2003), American Vertigo (2006), and Hotel Europe (2014).



Foreign rights sold for De la Guerre en philosophie: Greek (Kedros Publishers), Korean (Sungkyunkwan University) - Foreign rights sold for American Vertigo: Bulgarian (Prosorets), Castilian (Ariel), Chinese (Guangxi Normal UP), Czech (Host), Dutch (De Geus), German (Campus), Greek (Kedros), Italian (R.C.S. Libri S.p.A), Japanese (Hayakawa), Korean (Golden Owl), Polish (Wydawnictwo Sic), Portuguese (Brazil: Schwarcz Editora / Portugal: Asa), Romanian (Nemira). Foreign rights sold for Hotel Europe: Bosnian (Buybook), Italian (Marsilio editore)
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Essay



Voyage autour de mon sexe (Journey to the End of My Sex) Thibault de Montaigu March 2015 280 pp.



Longlisted for Prix Sade In this age of all-out sexual performance, this brilliant, exhilarating and thrilling text, offers a subversive look at the most universal subject of them all: masturbation and pleasing oneself. A literary essay that reads like a novel, full of wit and surprising facts. During a long stay in Saudi Arabia, 26-year-old Thibault, was obliged to remain abstinent. Although this frustrated him to no end, he rediscovered the act of pleasing himself. At first ashamed, then possessed, between two torrid sessions, he wondered: what if sex between two people had always been little more than a long variation, a sentimental sophistication of this inalienable form of imaginary sex? What if, like literature, masturbation was a disturbing exercise of absolute freedom, total independence of the self, along with one’s dreams, fantasies and pleasures? What if autoeroticism was the sex of the future? Thibault de Montaigu transforms a frenzied experience into a singular literary object, a very personal investigation about masturbation, a universally shared activity that is also a taboo as alive as ever in this era of sexual performance and all-triumphant pornography. From Australopithecus to the French nun Sœur Emmanuelle, from the dangers of onanism for the survival of the human race to Japanese masturbation bars, from the sexuality of the foetus to masturbation as a political and feminist act and its capitalist recuperation, from Michel Foucault to Youporn, this is an erudite, vertiginous and exciting journey through the land of solitary sex. And a delicious plea for the freedom to make love outside of socially prescribed norms. Thibault de Montaigu is the author of four acclaimed novels, Les Anges brûlent (2003), Un jeune homme triste (2007), Les Grands gestes de la nuit (2010), and Zanzibar (2013).



“Thibault de Montaigu offers us a delicious and expert anthology on onanism.” Les Inrocks



42



Essay



Lettres à mes parents sur le monde de demain (Letters to My Parents about the World of Tomorrow) Dominique Nora April 2015 220 pp.



This work of popular science is the result of investigations and reporting. In it, Dominique Nora tries to describe and explain the world of tomorrow to the adults of today through fictional letters written by a young French expatriate living in Silicon Valley. He announces the coming revolutions in the fields of health, food, and work. Enlightening and fascinating. Émile is a young Frenchman working in San Francisco for UbiFrance, the State agency in charge of developing small and medium-size French businesses abroad. Over the space of a year, he writes to his parents in Paris to tell them of the "new world" he sees being born before his very eyes. In intelligible, concrete and colourful terms, he describes the most advanced research in every category of science: biotechnology, nanotechnology, robotics, artificial intelligence... But, more importantly, he lets them know the extent to which these innovations will change our everyday lives, and how the giants of the digital era – with Google leading the way – are setting themselves up to be the ringleaders. From synthetic steaks made from stem cells in a factory to artificial cheeses whose lactic proteins are spat out by transformed yeast; from human bodies that have been "improved" through the latest techno-medical discoveries to brains "enhanced" with artificial intelligence; from robots replacing employees to online courses replacing teachers; from stocking green energy to the substitution of oil and gas with the sun, the sea, the wind and biomass; from the robotization of financial markets to the end of State monopolies on currency, then to the libertarian utopia of offshore fiscal paradises freed from any and all constraints – this is the dream or nightmare of a new world that is being invented as we speak in the labs of California. We can’t understand a thing. But perhaps our children can teach us. Dominique Nora is a senior reporter for the magazine L’Obs and also the author of Les Possédés de Wall Street (1987), L'étreinte du samouraï: le défi japonais (1994), Les conquérants du cybermonde (1995), Les pionniers de l'or vert (2009). Foreign rights sold: Korea (Next Wave Media)



“The author writes about the ‘technologies of rupture’ that could transform our lives, our foods, vegetal proteins, and enhance mankind… Is this science fiction? Dominique Nora tells us that it’s quite the opposite.” Challenges
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Philosophy



Des rêves d'angoisse sans fin Récits de rêves (1941-1967) suivi de Un meurtre à deux (1985) coéd. Grasset –IMEC (Dreams of Endless Anxiety) Louis Althusser September 2015 224 pp.



This final volume in the series of Louis Althusser’s posthumous works published by Grasset compiles the dreams that the author recorded and filed in his archives. These precious texts allow us to clarify and even understand the reasons that pushed the philosopher to murder his wife. “Dreams are always one step ahead of life,” wrote Louis Althusser to Claire, one of the women in his life. At the time of writing his autobiography, The Future Lasts Forever, in 1985, where he attempts to understand and explain the murder of his wife, Hélène Rytmann, Louis Althusser consulted every dream he had recorded, some of which were strangely prophetic of that tragic day in November 1980. He had carefully conserved them in his archives, with notes in the form of a diary that were taken and edited before or after sessions with his different psychoanalysts. This book offers an epilogue with an unpublished and fascinating text called, Un meurtre à deux (“A Two-Person Murder”) : the note Althusser attributed to his psychiatrist after the murder of his wife Hélène – but that ultimately appears to be a dialogue with himself. Louis Althusser (1918-1990) is one of the most influential philosophers of the second half of the 20th century. He is the author behind For Marx and Reading Capital. As a professor at the Ecole Normale Supérieure in Paris, he was the intellectual mentor for several generations of philosophers.
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Philosophy



De la légèreté (Lighten Up!) Gilles Lipovetsky January 2015 368 pp.



Our societies are turning more and more towards “lightness” – of the body, sports, objects, and our aspirations. And yet, in contrast to this trend, a civilisation looms on the horizon, one that is more restrictive, standardized, and heavy. It is this double dynamic, this strange paradox that the author of Hypermodern Times and L’Occident mondialisé tries to analyze and understand. A vast revolution is taking place to organize the new civilisation du léger (“civilization of lightness”). The cult of thinness has triumphed. Boardsports are booming. Everything is virtual, objects are nomadic, and nanomaterials are everywhere. The great imperative is to connect, to miniaturize, and to dematerialize. At the same time, we are governed by a capitalism of seduction. The universe of consumption continues to glorify entertainment, where the frame of reference is hedonism and playfulness. Lightness has invaded our everyday practices and remodelled our imagination. It has become a value, an ideal, and an imperative. And yet, daily life seems increasingly heavy and harder to bear. And, irony of ironies, lightness is what feeds this spirit of gravity, for this new ideal is accompanied by demanding norms that result in exhaustion and depression. The demand for lightening one’s existence is omnipresent: detox, slowing down, relaxation, zen... The utopias of desire have been replaced by expectations of lightness. Now is the time of light utopias. Gilles Lipovetsky was born in 1944. Among other works, this philosopher and sociologist is the author of L'Ère du vide (1983), L'Empire de l'éphémère (1987), Hypermodern Times (2004), and L'occident mondialisé. Controverse sur la culture planétaire (2010) Foreign rights sold: Castilian (Anagrama), Chinese (simplified: Citic), Korean (Moonye), Portuguese (Brazil: Manole; Portugal: Edicoes 70)



“In a majestic essay, Gilles Lipovetsky maps and weeds out the new territories of this revolution, which is discreetly taking over our lives.” Page des Libraires
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Memoir/Testimony



J’ai vécu dans mes rêves (I’ve Lived in My Dreams) Michel Piccoli with Gilles Jacob October 2015 120 pp.



Modest and quiet, Michel Piccoli has never confided in anyone, until now. In this exceptional account of his life, with his enchanting voice, the mythical actor of Jean-Luc Godard’s Contempt, Marco Ferreri’s La Grande Bouffe, and Claude Sautet’s Max and the Junkmen, reveals himself to be both fragile and powerful. He tells us about his childhood, his work as an actor, his beginnings during the Occupation, his friendships, and the cruelty of passing time. Complete with photos and never-before-seen documents, this is the exceptional story of an exceptional actor. A living monument to film history, Michel Piccoli looks back at his life and considers what shaped him and what remains of his exceptional career with profound lucidity. Alive, personal, and intense, this book evokes his childhood, his first steps on the stage, his memories of filmmakers and his greatest films, his thoughts on an actor’s work, and also on melancholy. Speaking to his good friend and partner in crime, Gilles Jacob, Michel Piccoli opens up for the first time freely, frankly and uncompromisingly. Born in 1925, Michel Piccoli has lived through the greatest moments in postwar French theatre and film, acting non-stop from 1945 to 2013. His roles in the films of Claude Sautet in particular made him the seminal figure of the 1970s, embodying a charm that has remained unparalleled ever since. Former director of the Cannes Film Festival, Gilles Jacob has published Le Festival de Cannes n’aura pas lieu (2015) for Grasset.
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Memoir/Testimony



Vivre (To Live) Laure Adler, Anise Postel-Vinay April 2015 112 pp.



Anise Postel-Vinay is among the rare Resistants and Holocaust survivors still alive today. Her story reveals the horror, but also the strength of the men and women who made it out of the camps alive. Laure Adler had wanted to meet her for years. At a time when the remains of the ethnologist and Resistant, Germaine Tillion, as well as Geneviève Anthonioz-De Gaulle, the General’s niece, are to be imminently transferred to the Pantheon, the renowned Anise Postel-Vinay has finally accepted to confide in someone. Since the terrorist attacks of January 2015, Anise Postel-Vinay’s fears have not stopped growing. She never thought she would live in a country where Jews leave everyday because of a resurgence of antiSemitism. She therefore felt it was urgent to tell, pass on, and explain her story, which is what this book offers to do. For several weeks, Laure Adler collected Anise’s words and thoughts, revealing a woman who is remarkably cheerful, modest, and free-thinking, with a sense of friendship to which she owes her life. Anise Postel-Vinay was hired by the Intelligence Service and arrested at age 18. After a year in the prisons of Fresnes and La Santé, she was deported to Ravensbrück in the same train car as Germaine Tillion, enduring hell in the same block as her. As the only remaining survivor of the trio she formed with Geneviève Anthonioz-De Gaulle and Germaine Tillion, Anise tells us about daily life in the camps, solidarity among prisoners, and offers us a universal tale of great intensity. Laure Adler is a journalist, historian, and writer. She is the author of Immortelles (2013), and the bestselling biographies of Marguerite Duras (winner of the 1998 Prix Fémina de l'essai), Dans les pas de Hannah Arendt, L'Insoumise, Simone Weil, as well as Françoise. Foreign rights sold: Castilian (Errata Naturae)



“Accessible, powerful, and moving.” Libération
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Ne dites pas à ma mère que je suis handicapée, elle me croit trapéziste dans un cirque (Don’t Tell My Mother I’m Handicapped, She Thinks I’m a Trapeze Artist in a Circus) Charlotte De Vilmorin March 2015 208 pp. Charlotte De Vilmorin is a young woman unlike others. She was born physically disabled and lives in a wheelchair. And yet, her dreams are no less great, and her talent, no less incredible. The proof is in this book, where she writes about her journey with humour and insight. This is the story of a little girl who wanted to be a singer in musicals. Or the wife of a wealthy heir. Or a prima ballerina. Then a trapeze artist in a circus. Yes, a trapeze artist. Flying high above everyone, admired by all, a dextrous, gracious daredevil in a pretty sequin leotard… Hasn’t everyone had these childhood dreams? Hasn’t everyone shared them with their parents and guidance counsellors, or written about them in their diaries? But being a trapeze artist is no easy task you’re your confined to a wheelchair. Charlotte de Vilmorin never became a trapeze artist, and she has yet to meet a wealthy heir. But she offers us a beautiful tale where everything is true, filled with childish laughter, as well as a powerful truth: handicaps exist, and don’t exist. Charlotte never names her illness – and yet we follow her through the story of her life: at school with kids that are “just like any other kid,” at home where her mother teaches her how to fight (was there ever a trapeze artist that didn’t need to learn about endurance?), in special taxis, in her communication studies. In London. In Parisian bars. And in the world of advertising, too... Never will you have read and learned so much: a handicap is not a handicap, nor a label, nor a prison. It is not even a condition. Life wins out in the end, sometimes cruelly, but often gently. And this life will make you laugh, hesitate, think... and change. Charlotte de Vilmorin is 24 years old and lives near Paris. She writes a blog called, Wheelcome, where she humorously tells of her adventures as a young woman in a wheelchair. Today, she has founded her first business: Wheeliz.



“A slap in the face!” Le Point
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History



Le Temps des bohèmes (The Bohemian Age) Dan Franck October 2015 216 pp Le Temps des bohèmes brings together the three books Franck dedicated to the artistic scene of the interwar years (d’entre-deux-guerres) into a single volume: Bohèmes (published as Bohemian Paris in English), which revisits Montmartre and Montparnasse in their heyday, Libertad !, Spain on fire in the 1930s, and Minuit, the years following the debacle of 1940 to the Liberation. A fanciful and well-documented saga that the author has adapted for television in an ambitious series called Les Aventuriers de l’art moderne. Season one: Bohèmes. On the sidewalks of Montmartre and Montparnasse, between the Bateau-Lavoir and the Closerie des Lilas, marched a number of inspired troublemakers: Jarry, with his owl and his revolvers, Picasso the anarchist, Apollinaire the erotomaniac, Modigliani and his women, Max Jacob and his men, Aragon the bigspender, Soutine the recluse, Man Ray, Braque, Matisse, Breton, and the rest... They came from every country imaginable. They were painters, poets, sculptors, musicians. Fauvists, Cubists, Surrealists, revellers, lovers – all free men and women. For over three decades, they paraded around with their pens and paintbrushes, bringing along peddlers turned merchants, seamstress-patrons of the arts, a handful of billionaires, and streetwalkers painted like princesses. Their lives were as flamboyant as their work. And their work was more beautiful than life itself. They forever remain the characters of their own legends. Season two: Libertad ! A saga whose heroes go by the name of Malraux, Saint-Exupéry, Dos Passos, Prévert, Hemingway, Orwell, Dali, among others. A kaleidoscope of enthusiasm and illusion torn between the rise of Fascism and the Spanish Civil War. These were unreasonable times: here, Aragon sells his soul to Stalin; there, Gide pontificates at Gorki’s funeral; elsewhere, Gala leaves Eluard for Dali, while Picasso paints and Robert Capa photographs everything that moves – or dies. We are between Paris, Madrid, Berlin and Moscow, in a time that hesitates nonchalantly between hope and chaos. Season three: Minuit. From the debacle of 1940 to the Liberation, this is an epic time for writers, artists and intellectuals under the Occupation. Char, Paulhan, Vercors, Sartre and Beauvoir, Camus, Picasso, Cocteau, Aragon and Elsa, Matisse, Prévert, Desnos, Saint-Exupéry, Prévost, Drieu La Rochelle, Beckett, Marc Bloch, Mauriac and many others. This was a ripe time for those in France who wrote, painted, drew, filmed, acted, published, collaborated, resisted, and simply adapted. Dan Franck has published over twenty books, including Les Calendes grecques (winner of the 1980 First Novel Prize in France), Separation (1991 Prix Renaudot winner) and, for Grasset: Les enfants and Roman nègre. Bohèmes: Rights handled by Editions Calmann-Lévy (Patricia Roussel / [email protected]) Foreign rights sold for Libertad !: Chinese (Shanghai Sanhui Culture and Press Ltd.), Italian (Garzanti), Portuguese (Portugal: Asa-Leya), Turkish (Dogan) Foreign rights sold for Minuit: Greek (Kapon), Italian (Garzanti), Portuguese (Brazil: L&PM editores)
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Naissance de l’Action Française (The Birth of Action Française) Laurent Joly Forthcoming: November 2015 384 p.



Founded in 1899 under the intellectual aegis of Maurice Barrès before falling under the influence of Royalist Charles Maurras, Action française was the most influential far-right movement in France for the first half of the 20th century. No in-depth study has ever been made of the conditions of its emergence in the unique context of the Dreyfus Affair, and Laurent Joly offers us a work of great erudition, brimming with unpublished archives. A new brand of far-right politics – reactionary but unabashedly atheist, ultranationalist and bitterly anti-Semitic – was born with a tiny group that called themselves Action Française. It acted as the bridge between the extreme-right of the 19th century – primarily Royalist and close to the church – and the extreme-right of the 20th century, above all nationalistic, populist and, in the 1930s-1940s, largely fascinated by the dictatorial experiment of its Italian, German and Spanish neighbours. Using largely unpublished private archives and multiple public and printed sources, this investigation offers a chance to grasp a political, intellectual and ideological moment of transition. By following its major figures, whose personal correspondence was carefully dissected down to the last detail (especially that of Barrès and Maurras), it also aims to re-establish the social conditions of a political conversion as well as the foundation for Charles Maurras’ intellectual authority and charisma. Laurent Joly, historian, and research assistant at the CNRS (CRH-EHESS), is the author of Xavier Vallat (1891-1972) (2001), Vichy dans la « Solution finale » (2006) and L’Antisémitisme de bureau (19401944) (2011), all for Grasset. He has also published several works on the far-right and anti-Semitism from the Dreyfus Affair to Vichy.
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Histoire Mondiale du Communisme (The Worldwide History of Communism) Thierry Wolton October 2015: Vol. 1 and Vol.2 / October 2017: Vol. 3



Histoire mondiale du communisme offers a new perspective, unprecedented in its global scope, on one of the most prominent ideologies of the 20th century, whose magnitude and consequences are unparalleled. From October 1917 to the fall of the USSR in 1991 and the countries that continue to affiliate themselves with this way of thinking today, this book delivers a comprehensive overview of communism worldwide, as it has been conceived and applied. For the first time, we are led to understand how this ideology became such a success and led to such failures, regardless of the national and historical contexts. Never has any book attempted to analyze the planetary reach of communism. Everywhere that the ideology has triumphed, be it in the thirty odd countries that have known a communist regime or the dozens of political parties that have called for one – behind the apparent national variations and despite the conflicts between nations and schools of thought, there is a true unity to the communist system. Thierry Wolton’s book seeks to grasp and to explain the reasons that communism has taken root in certain countries more than in others – how certain minds are seduced by this idea that has everywhere led to the same results. Through its perspectives and teachings, this overview also takes on the human dimension of communism – its exaltations and countless torments, because beyond the hopes that this ideology has inspired around the world are unspeakable misfortunes. This Histoire mondiale du communisme will appear in three separate independent volumes so as to address most of the themes of the past century from different, complementary angles: the totalitarian nature of the powers established, the human consequences of the applied politics, the unerring obedience of parties that have aligned themselves with the ideal, and the blindness, or even complicity, from which the system benefited to spread within democracies. This historical, global essay opens new avenues for understanding this ideology that has played havoc with humanity from the century of its beginnings to the present day. Essayist and international relations specialist Thierry Wolton has written and edited a dozen books on communism, including: Vivre à l'Est (ed., 1977), L'Occident des dissidents (1979), Culture et pouvoir communiste (ed., 1979), Le KGB en France (1986), Silence on tue (1986), Le Grand recrutement (1993), La France sous influence (1997), L'Histoire interdite (1998), Rouge-Brun, le mal du siècle (1999), Le Grand bluff chinois (2007), and Le KGB au pouvoir (2008).
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Les Déserteurs de Dieu Ces ultra-orthodoxes qui sortent du ghetto (God’s Deserters The Ultra-Orthodox Members Who Leave the Ghetto) Florence Heymann September 2015 384 pp. There are over a thousand of them per year. They are called the “departers”: ultra-orthodox Israeli men and women that have decided to live a secular life. Living in Israel and member of an association that comes to their aid, Florence Heyman decided to conduct an investigation. The result is this enthralling and pioneering work. Since this is the first study of its kind, this book opens the doors to a fascinating world where we encounter poignant experiences, individuals in search of their own truth, in conflict with their family, and who know nothing about the exterior world. In this completely new and unknown universe, they must relearn everything from scratch. This painful choice plunges them into the unknown, often without resources. No matter where they may have come from, they all lived a life that was controlled in a precise and unchanging way, where they were subjected to an implacable but reassuring law. Wherever they now go, they are alone and forced to face themselves. These are the chaotic journeys from one world to another that Florence Heymann has written about through attentive and sensitive fieldwork. The author paints colourful and endearing portraits of dissidents, "out-of-the-closet apostates,” suicidal men and women, dropouts, "pink yarmulkes," thugs – all of them deserters simply claiming the right to choose their own lives. Their tales offer us a peek into a hermetically sealed, ritualized religious world where even sex and telephones have to be stamped kosher. Some coming out of the "ghetto" succeed. Others do not. Learning to be free is a path filled with pitfalls, doubts and questions. Florence Heymann is an anthropologist and researcher at the CNRS, working at the Centre de recherche français in Jerusalem. She has published Le Crépuscule des lieux. Identités juives de Czernowitz (Prix Wizo, 2004) and, with Dominique Bourel, an edition of Lettres choisies de Martin Buber 1899-1965 (2004).



German translation rights handled by the Liepman Agency.
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François et Angela Nicolas Barotte October 2015 260 pp. Here is the first book written about the French-German “couple” formed by François Hollande and Angela Merkel. Nicolas Barotte followed them, gathered confidential information from their inner circle to offer us the keys to this surprising duo. Between silent tensions and public harmony, diplomacy and sincerity, from Paris to Berlin by way of Brussels, the journalist gives us a peek of what happens behind the scenes of power. Among the powerful images of January 11th 2015, where many heads of state marched through Paris after the Charlie Hebdo terrorist attacks, François Hollande’s and Angela Merkel’s embrace on the steps of the Elysée Palace will remain one of the strongest. If the tragic circumstances surrounding this meeting explain this gesture, the image is still a surprising one. How did the anti-austerity president and the iron lady ever see eye to eye? Did one have to fold to the other?



In 2012, they are oil and water. On a personal level, François and Angela are nothing alike and know nothing about one another: the “Président normal” Hollande partly owes his victory to his promise to challenge the European austerity policies carried out by his neighbour, “Mutti,” the Mother of the nation. And yet, the French deficit is a thorn in the side of a strong Germany, who has upheld its end of the Maastricht Treaty. For months they clash but, little by little, they grow closer. François learns to respect his vow of economic chastity, and Angela learns to trust him. When faced with global crises, from Mali to Crimea, they show a united front. And, when looking at France’s debt, the Chancellor turns a blind eye. This is because, beyond the official friendship between France and Germany, François Hollande and Angela Merkel share certain ideas: both strongly attached to Europe, pragmatic and reasonable, both avoid public confrontation and prefer to operate behind the scenes to express their wishes. Without ever looking to imitate their predecessors, François Hollande and Angela Merkel will thus reinvent the French-German couple. Nicolas Barotte is a journalist for the daily newspaper Le Figaro and has written about French political life for many years. He has been the newspaper’s Berlin correspondent since 2013.
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Reminder



Les Hauts Revenus en France au XXè siècle High Incomes in 20th Century France (New edition) Thomas Piketty October 2014 - First published in September 2001 812 pp. This is the reprint of a major book devoted to a subject that is still the source of much preoccupation: economic inequality. It is written by the author of the French and American bestseller: Capital in the Twenty-First Century. This book paints a portrait of a century of inequality. It shows that, contrary to popular belief, wage disparity has roughly stayed at the same level in France throughout the 20th century: purchasing power may have multiplied by 5, but the given hierarchy has practically remained unchanged. Overall income inequality dropped sharply between 1914 and 1945, but this decrease is essentially due to the shocks undergone by capital income (destructions, inflation, the 1930s stock market crash), and not a “natural” economic process. Since then, the concentration of wealth and capital income has never returned to the astronomical level it had reached just prior to the First World War, which can perhaps be explained by the impact of progressive taxation on massive accumulation and asset recovery. In the absence of these shocks and progressive taxation, it would most likely have taken France far longer to leave the peak of inequality where it sat at the beginning of the century. Thomas Piketty, who builds his case on the systematic exploitation of fiscal sources allowing to cover the entire century (tax returns, income and inheritance statements), also analyses how the perception of this inequality has evolved between 1901 and 1998 (“the end of the rentier class”, “the rise of middle managers,” etc.). The question of inequality appears as a true lens through which we can look at the overall history of France in the 20th century. Thomas Piketty studied at the École Normale Supérieure, has a doctorate from the École des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales, and is currently a researcher in economy at the Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique (CNRS). He is also a former professor at the Department of Economy at MIT, and is a member of the Economic Analysis Council for the French Prime Minister. Foreign rights sold: Castilian (Fondo de Cultura Economica), Chinese (simplified: China Renmin University Press), English (World: Harvard UP), Italian (Bompiani), Japanese (Hayakawa)
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China : Denise Lu - Divas International Contact : [email protected]



Greece: Niki Dougé Contact: [email protected]



Russia : Anastasia Lester Contact: [email protected]



Spain, Portugal, Brazil, Latin America : ACER Contact: [email protected]
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