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FICTION
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Novel



Claude ARNAUD Je ne voulais pas être moi (I Never Wanted to Be Me) January 2016 200 pp.



After Qu'as-tu fait de tes frères ? and Brèves saisons au paradis, Claude Arnaud offers us the last volume of his family trilogy. In doing so, he also announces his return to life. After losing his entire family and uncertain he may ever be able to start over again, he decides to take a trip to Haiti where he meets a woman and falls in love. Magnificent and stunning. How do you live when you have lost everything? And how do you accept yourself after spending years trying on different identities without ever settling on a single one? After surviving his mother’s death and his older brother’s suicide, and after living with several different men, Claude Arnaud sees his world shatter into pieces. And, when another brother mysteriously disappears and his father passes away, this 40-year-old becomes the head of a family of ghosts. But an incredible trip to Haiti brings him back to life. He falls in love with a woman, right before an open-abdominal operation unearths an entire continent of buried memories. A book had to be written to collect its multiple facets. Here it is, in all its poignancy and radiance. Claude Arnaud is a novelist, essayist, and critic. Among the many works he has published with Grasset are Qu'as-tu fait de tes frères ? (2010), Brèves saisons au paradis (2012) and Proust contre Cocteau (2013). Foreign rights sold for Proust contre Cocteau: Castilian Spanish (Demipage), Chinese (simplified characters: Shanghai Century Zhong), Italian (Archinto)
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Novel



Jean-Yves JOUANNAIS La Bibliothèque de Hans Reiter (Hans Reiter’s Library) February 2016 160 pp.



At the heart of this novel is a question that is nothing short of disturbing: Is war ultimately a joke that has gone bad? Several characters carry out their investigation in a certain Hans Reiter’s war library. But pages appear to be missing in every volume… When exactly the story takes place is unclear. We are in a time of war and the context seems perfectly banal – or at the very most, a disturbance that has simply come to govern everyone’s daily existence. Throughout his career, Jean-Yves Jouannais has dedicated many books and lectures to questions of war. With this work, he has chosen to write an investigative novel exploring this phenomenon’s inexhaustible complexity, using all the style and talent we have come to expect from him. Art critic Jean-Yves Jouannais was born in 1964. He is also an essayist, and the author behind L’idiotie, Artistes sans œuvres, L’usage des ruines and, more recently, Les barrages de sables pubished by Grasset in 2014. Since 2008, he had continued a series of conferenceperformances called L’encyclopédie des guerres.
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Novel



Nelly KAPRIÉLIAN Veronica January 2016 288 pp. Los Angeles, 2015. A journalist follows in the footsteps of a fallen movie star who died young in the 1960s and whose career turns out to have its fair share of grey areas… Nelly Kapriélian is fascinated by Hollywood and uses it as the backdrop of her dark, captivating novel. More than a tragic story about an actress, she uses the figure of the doppelgänger, which has forever haunted film and literature. What secret was Nicole Smith – aka Nikkie, aka Veronica, the Golden Age Hollywood star – hiding? Why does it look like she was running away from her mother, from men, and even from her children? And what exactly do the disturbing memoirs found next to her dead body reveal? Fifty years after Veronica’s death, a French journalist decides to reopen this unresolved case. But the LA film world does not give up its secrets quite so easily… Loosely based on the life of Veronica Lake, Nelly Kapriélian has written a thrilling crime novel where reality and dreams tangle together, simultaneously confusing and gripping the reader, all of which is aided by her incisive and captivating style. Nelly Kaprièlian heads the literary sections of Les Inrockuptibles magazine, and Vogue. Her first book, Le Manteau de Greta Garbo (2014) was hailed by critics and booksellers.
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Novel



Gaspard KOENIG Kidnapping January 2016 368 pp



In this very insightful social comedy, Gaspard Koening tells the story of David, a banker in the City, and his son’s Romanian nanny, Roxy. Although they have nothing in common, their lives will come together in the most explosive way. Written as a crime novel, Kidnapping is also a story of immigration, Europe, and the many challenges every individual must face in a world where, although borders have disappeared, cultures still diverge. Ruxandra, aka Roxy, has moved to London in the hopes of finding opportunities her native Romania cannot offer her. She finds a job as the nanny of a two-year-old boy named George, pampering him while his stunning mother, Ivana, looks on coldly. As for the father of the family, David devotes every second of his life to the City and hardly notices the young woman. That is, until the day a massive European highway project places Romania at the heart of his ambitious preoccupations. Roxy, who had dreamt of getting rich and climbing the rungs of London society, is suddenly very useful to him. But, just how far can the Eldorado of a Europe without borders cope with cultural disparities? Gaspard Koenig is the author of many novels for Grasset: Octave avait vingt ans (2004), Un baiser à la russe (2006), La nuit de la faillite (2013) – as well as the essays, Les discrètes vertus de la corruption (2009), and Leçons de conduite (2011). Foreign rights sold for previous titles: Italian (RCS Libri)
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Novel



Mathieu TERENCE Le Talisman January 2016 180 pp. Farrah’s body is found burned to a cinder in her apartment. Was it an accident? The narrator knew her seven years earlier. The death of this fragile lover suddenly floods his mind with memories of all the women he has loved, the broken souls he tried to fix or heal, without ever really succeeding… A highly poignant book written in a language of rare subtlety and beauty. Farrah has a passion for blood and any kind of gory scandal. When the narrator meets her in a bar along the Basque coast and sees her feline figure, he instantly breaks his promise to keep away from unstable women. With her drinking, drugs, and shady encounters, Farrah believes herself to be invincible – but her life hangs by a thread and is founded on a thousand lies. She dies in her apartment, which is ravaged by flames. There is nothing bleak about this portrait. On the contrary, it reveals a woman with a lust for life, capable of reinventing herself everyday in order to better escape her inhibitions. It also tells the tale of an attentive man unable to stop someone’s descent into madness. Little by little, as the narrator conjures up his memories of Farrah, he also tells us about what led him to his psychology lectures at the Château as a young man, where young anorexics opened up to life again in the hopes of healing their pain. Mathieu Terence has published novels, essays, poems, and a collection of aphorisms. His last book, La Belle, was published by Grasset in 2013.
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First Novel



Julien DONADILLE Vie et œuvre de Constantin Eröd (The Life and Work of Constantin Eröd) January 2016 320 pp. Here is a novel that sends its readers on a journey from the collapse of Yugoslavia in the 1990s to the present, showcasing the nebulous friendship between a cultural attaché and a crown prince who, once in power, proves to be a bloodthirsty despot. But his death reveals a host of secrets and rewrites the way history had been told until now… As a cultural attaché at the French embassy in mid-1990s Rome, Yves Kerigny meets the crown prince of Slovenia, Constantin Eröd, who is in exile at the Vatican, and whose inheritance allows him to just live decently. Yves grows attached to the old man and takes him around Rome. Taking advantage of the Yugoslav wars, Constantin ambitiously begins to plan his return. Yves helps him in his efforts to win back his throne – and is horrified to discover that Constantin will not hesitate to employ the bloodiest of methods, once he returns to power. The novel opens fifteen years after these events, and Yves has been back in France for quite some time. For him, Constantin’s usurpation, his fall, his trial, and his imprisonment are ancient history. He is also surprised to be summoned to the Slovenian embassy in Paris to learn of the death of his old friend in prison. In his will, he has left him something in a safety deposit box of the Vatican bank, which Yves knows nothing about… Julien Donadille was born in 1979. He is a librarian. Vie et OEuvre de Constantin Eröd is his second book, after the story entitled Mort pour la France (2002).
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First Novel



Jean OCTEAU Les Tilleuls de Berlin (Lime Trees in Berlin) February 2016 544 pp. This grand novel about impossible love spans over fifty years of history. Jean Octeau, who was born in the first half of the 20th century, writes about a young art critic’s adventures through Europe – from Berlin to Bucharest, by way of Vienna, Paris and Budapest. The author’s alter-ego crosses paths with the great figures of his time, be they artists and intellectuals, from the Resistance or unsung heroes. Captivating. The author’s life extends across the 20th century. Drawing from his own experience, he takes us on a fascinating journey featuring characters both real and fictional, and giving a voice to Hermann Voss, Hitler’s last collaborator, associated with the gigantic project for the Linz Museum. An historical fiction that investigates the top secret downward spiral of Nazi medical authorities. Out of this, long repressed secrets from those dark years are brought to light. Moreover, Jean Octeau also recounts the many scandals tied to the theft of countless works of art by the Nazis. Jean Octeau is a former senior civil servant in Canada, born in Quebec in 1928. He was the Director of the Latin America service at Radio Canada International, Managing Director of Les Arts et les Lettres for the Ministry of Cultural Affairs in Quebec, as well as the curator for two World Expo’s, in Montreal and Osaka.
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Anthology



Dany LAFERRIERE Mythologies américaines (American Mythologies) (Preface by Charles Dantzig) January 2015 555 pp. This volume brings together Dany Laferrière’s first novels - Comment faire l’amour avec un nègre sans se fatiguer (1985), Cette grenade dans la main du jeune Nègre est-elle une arme ou un fruit ? (1993), Fête chez Hoki (1987) – and the unpublished: Truman Capote au Park Hotel. These books make up what he called his “American mythology.” We first follow Dany Laferrière to Canada, then to the US. The young Dany dreams about himself and the great writers he loves. He seems to do nothing but converse with a friend and try to pick up girls, while ironically speculating about the “White woman/Negro male” question. But, in actual fact, he spends all his time writing. From his very first books, we find the Laferrière of L’Enigme du retour (The Return) and Je suis un écrivain japonais (I Am a Japanese Writer) – a man who plays with clichés in order to better circumvent them, the falsely casual writer who patiently builds a body of work, the humourist who talks about serious things, and especially, the flexible and enchanting stylist and novelist who invented his own literary genre. “This is not a novel. I say this, thinking of Magritte drawing a pipe and writing underneath: This is not a pipe. I write this book with notes taken on the fly just about everywhere in North America.” Dany Laferrière was born in Port-au-Prince in 1953. He won the Prix Médicis in 2009 with L’Enigme du retour (Grasset, 2009 – The Return in English, 2011) and, in 2013, became the first Québécois author of Haitian birth to be elected to the Académie française.



Foreign rights sold for previous titles: Castillian (Alianza), Chinese (simplified: Shanghai 99 Reader), Danish (Turbine Forlaget), English (United Kingdom: MacLehose Press, Canada: Douglas and McIntyre, Arsenal Pulp Press), German (Das Wunderhorn), Italian (Gremese 66Thand2nd), Japanese (Fujiwara Shoten, The Open Books), Korean (The Open Books, Thinking Tree), Polish (Swiat Ksiazki), Romanian (Echinox), Russian (Text), Serbian (Laguna)
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Short stories



Georges-Olivier CHATEAUREYNAUD Le Goût de l’ombre (A Taste for the Dark) February 2016 192 pp.



Through these ironic and poetic short stories, to which only he knows the secret, Georges-Olivier Châteaureynaud invites us to the edge of reality. Magnificent. Here, we meet a man who learns he is dead and begins his post-mortem resistance, a billionaire who fishes for mermaids, a young girl’s new mummy who wakes up at night and sings, a poet who stands face to face with a bronze statue of himself as a schoolboy and explores a museum dedicated to his life. This world strangely resembles ours. The author of L'Autre Rive takes us there with the greatest of ease through the grace of elegant and precise writing. Georges-Olivier Châteaureynaud is a short story writer and novelist. His many works published with Grasset include La Faculté des songes (Prix Renaudot 1982), Singe savant tabassé par deux clowns (Goncourt grant for short stories, 2005), L'Autre Rive (Grand prix de l'Imaginaire 2007), and La Vie nous regarde passer (2011). Foreign rights sold for previous titles: English (Small Beer Press), Arabic (Arab Scientific Publishers), Korean (Chaek Se Sang Publishing), Hungarian (Nagyvilag), Czech (Mlada Fronta)
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Short stories



Gérard OBERLE Bonnes nouvelles de Chassignet (Chassignet’s Good News) January 2016 220 pp. In this collection of three short stories, Gérard Oberlé resuscitates Chassignet, the character of his first three novels, along with a few of his stooges. These burlesque fables offer us the opportunity to rediscover Gérard Oberlé’s farcical world and immense talent. The first (and longest) story takes us to the hotel in Assouan where Chassignet would always spend his winters. A mysterious woman crops up and throws a wrench in Morvandiau’s routines. Chassignet will be shaken up for some time by this fascinating woman whom Fate leads to the banks of the Nile for a final port of call. In the second story, we meet a man who is just as enigmatic: a wandering sailor who has tasted the pleasures of the tropics and weathered the most terrifying storms, before washing up on an island filled with Kanak natives. In the final tale, we find Chassignet in the US with his old friend, Kenton. He roams up and down the roads of the southern states in the company of a young Australian, and his car breaks down in some backwater town filled with racist rednecks. A grotesque story that is somewhere between a road movie and bromance. With Grasset, Gérard Oberlé has published Retour à Zornhof (Prix Découvertes Le Figaro Magazine, Prix des Deux Magots, 2004), Itinéraire spiritueux (Prix Mac Orlan, Prix Edmond de Rothschild, Prix Rabelais, 2006), a collection of musical chronicles (La vie est ainsi fête, 2007), Mémoires de Marc-Antoine Muret (2009), and Emilie, une aventure épistolaire (2012).
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Life stories / Memoirs



Elisabeth BARILLE L’Oreille d’or (The Golden Ear) February 2016 130 pp. In this intimate and powerful text, Elisabeth Barillé reveals something she has never dared tell anyone: she can only hear out of one ear. The other is completely deaf. She decided to turn this drawback into a strength, allowing her to dream, to escape… and an invitation to write. What do you do at school, in society, or at home, when you can only partially hear, and far less than everyone else? Elisabeth Barillé has chosen to talk about this invisible handicap – both a curse and a blessing that isolates her, but also allows her the right to be absent, the right to daydream, the right to withdraw, to hold back… and, more than ever, the right to say no! In this very personal story, the author recounts her silent journey without ever being indecent: her Russian grandfather and his outlandish hearing aid, her slightly detached life as a schoolgirl, the fear of misunderstanding, accidents and encounters... Through the prism of this semi-deafness, she takes us through the history of literature and music with near-spiritual reflection. Elisabeth Barillé is the author of several novels, stories and biographies, among which are Corps de jeune fille (1986), Exaucez-nous (1999, Prix de la Fondation de France), Heureux parmi les morts (2009), Une légende russe (2012) and Un amour à l'aube (2014). Foreign rights sold for previous works: Bulgarian (Iztok Zapad), Spanish (Argentina: El Ateneo), Lithuanian (Gelmes), Russian (Eksmo)
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Life stories / Memoirs



Didier POURQUERY L’Eté d’Agathe (Agathe’s Summer) January 2016 192 pp. One morning in August 2007, Agathe, Didier Pouquery’s daughter, stopped breathing. She would have turned 23 a few days later. Although she knew her cystic fibrosis would not allow her to live long, this young woman spent her short life battling the disease. And living. Seven years later, her father tells her story in this book, sharing not only his sadness and loss, but also the joy that so characterized his daughter. Breathtaking. At her birth, doctors said Agathe only had twenty years to live. Her life expectancy was so short, she was so full of life. And, because her life would be short, Agathe lived it to the fullest. Who was this joyful and straight-talking girl? How did she grow, love, or share? How did she live, right up to the end? From the very moment he learned his daughter only had a few weeks left to live, Didier Pouquery began writing everyday until her last breath. The notes he took then became the source of this book: an homage that is full of hope and light. Managing editor of the website The Conversation in France, Didier Pourquery was editor-inchief of Sciences & Vie Economie, La Tribune, InfoMatin, VSD and L’Expansion. He launched and headed the daily newspaper Metro in France before becoming Executive Director of Libération then Deputy Director for Le Monde from 2009 to 2014. He is the author of six works dealing with the world of business and media, as well as Mots de l’époque (2014).
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NON FICTION
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History/Biography



Patrick BARBIER Voyage dans la Rome baroque Le Vatican, les princes et les fêtes musicales (Journey Through Baroque-Era Rome The Vatican, Princes and Musical Celebrations) January 2016 288 pp. During the baroque period, Venice, Naples and Rome played an essential role in the evolution of music, while the art of celebration was taken to new heights. After La Venise de Vivaldi and Naples en fête, Patrick Barbier takes us into the heart of everyday life in pontifical Rome from the 17th to the 18th century when it was the theatre of a massive artistic revolution. In this meandering, colourful and upbeat essay, Patrick Barbier sends us on a journey through the musical and artistic masterpieces of baroque Rome. Somewhere between historical anecdotes and never-before-seen documents, he reveals Roman aristocracy and its celebrations, its carnivals and horse races, its private palaces and opera concerts, but also the Vatican’s surprising musical life and sumptuous ceremonies. Italianist and musical historian, Patrick Barbier is a professor at the Université Catholique de l’Ouest (UCO, Angers). Given his passion for the relationship between music and society, he published Histoire des castrats (1989), translated into twelve languages, Farinelli (1995), La Venise de Vivaldi (2002), a biography of Pauline Viardot (2009) and, in 2012, Naples en fête. He is president of the Centro Studi Farinelli (Bologna). Foreign rights sold for previous titles: Spanish (Argentina: Javier Vergara Editor, Spain: Ed Paidos, Espasa Libros), Portuguese (Brazil: Nova Frontera), Estonian (Kunts), German (Zsolnay Verlag, Econ Verlag), Italian (RCS Libri), Japanese (Fukutake Shoten, Chikuma Shobo), Korean (Burum Publishing Company, Ilchokak Publishing), Dutch (Bruna Uitgevers, Van Gennep), Polish (Volumen Oficyna), Russian (Ivan Lambakh), English (UK: Souvenir Press)
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History/Biography



Henri GOURDIN Les Hugo (The Hugos) February 2016 480 pp.



Another book about Victor Hugo? No, on all the Hugos. Those before him, starting with his ancestors from Lorraine, and those that followed, until the generation of Jean, the painter and friend of Cocteau. Five generations in eighteen portraits of strong, quaint, and moving personalities. General Léopold-Sigisbert Hugo, hero of the Napoleonic wars, and Victor’s legal father; Sophie Trébuchet, the poet’s mother and the dominant figure of the saga; General Lahorie, Sophie’s lover and Victor’s presumed biological father; Adèle Foucher, Victor’s wife and mother of his five children; Léopold Hugo, the first-born son, who died from child abuse before his first birthday; Léopoldine, who drowned at age 19 in dubious circumstances; Charles Hugo, the prodigal son, and upholder of the Hugo bloodline; François-Victor Hugo, the tender and discreet heir, eminent translator of Shakespeare; Adèle Hugo, “la misérable,” “the swallowed-up,” “black sheep,” institutionalized by her father at age 42; Paul and Aline Ménard-Dorian, luminaries in the world of art, industry, and the Republican far left; Jean the painter, husband of the famed Valentine Gross and father of eight Hugos; Marguerite, the horse breeder (manadière) in Petite Camargue; and, of course, the man without whom this story would not be told, the great Victor Hugo. In an unprecedented approach to understanding this immense literary figure, Henri Gourdin detects and analyzes the strange recurrence of certain elements over five generations. He highlights the falsifications that have piled up over two centuries of hagiography and opens a debate on the very question of celebrity. This is the history of a family, of literature, of politics, and of art. In a word: the history of France. Henri Gourdin is the author of biographies on Eugène Delacroix and Alexander Pushkin, among others. Les Hugo continues and deepens his work on Victor’s daughters: Adèle, Victor Hugo’s other child, and Léopoldine, Victor Hugo’s child-muse.
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History/Biography



Aude TERRAY Les Derniers jours de Drieu La Rochelle (The Last Days of Drieu La Rochelle) January 2016 240 pp. Historian Aude Terray, to whom we owe several fascinating biographies, returns with a work on the complex figure of Drieu la Rochelle, the Fascist writer and director of the NRF (Nouvelle Revue Française) during the Occupation. In it, she looks at his last months while he lived alone, entrenched and isolated to avoid being arrested and purged. A gripping work offering us a new vision of this controversial intellectual. Between his two failed suicide attempts and his final suicide in March 1945, Pierre Drieu la Rochelle was in convalescence, protected and hidden by his friends (among whom were Resistants and his first Jewish wife). Out of these eight months, Aude Terray constructs a painstakingly detailed and fascinating day-by-day account. This major historical moment merges with the tragedy of the writer who, as we rediscover, was a close friend of Aragon’s and André Malraux’s. Terray reconstitutes his intellectual evolution, as well as his solitude. Until now, nobody had shone a light on Drieu la Rochelle’s psychology, his mental and physical imprisonment, his daydreaming, his insomnia, his long strolls, his amorous relationships, and the people who counted most in his life. What were their choices? What remains of the political activism of the 1930s? She also paints the portrait of a man who must come to terms with his error. Should he go to Sigmaringen Castle with Céline and Pétain? Go into exile in Switzerland or Spain? Or end it all with dignity? Aude Terray is a historian. She has already published a biography of Madame Pompidou and one of Madeleine Malraux.
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Document



Arnaud VAULERIN La Désolation Les humains jetables de Fukushima (Desolation: The Disposable Humans of Fukushima) 280 pp. February 2016 Two years after the nuclear catastrophe of Fukushima on March 11th 2011, Arnaud Vaulerin went to Japan to follow the men of all ages who came to clean the contaminated zones, either out of patriotism or necessity, without any real knowledge of the risks they were running. La Désolation is the result of the two years he spent with them. In keeping with the renowned Voices from Chernobyl by recent Nobel laureate Svetlana Alexievich, who interviewed survivors of the Chernobyl disaster, Arnaud Vaulerin has written more than a simple investigation: he offers us a literary account that is as gripping as it is enlightening on the risks of nuclear power, and whose strength and sincerity are reminiscent of Annick Cojean’s overwhelming work, Les Proies. Fukushima-daiichi nuclear plant, summer 2013: nearly two years after the tsunami that resulted in the accidental shutdown of the reactors, the flooding of the plant, and a series of explosions, dozens of cranes, backhoes, bulldozers and thousands of anonymous figures bustle about on contaminated land to try and fix a catastrophe that has already driven out over 200 000 people from the Tohoku region. Who are these hunched over and silent workers busying themselves with collecting radioactive debris, most often without protective gear? They are the victims and martyrs, the vast army of hand-to-mouth workers who have come – first, out of patriotism first, and second, out of financial necessity – to help dismantle the plant. Isolated in their own country, and unknown everywhere else, Arnaud Vaulerin followed them for over two years. Often unskilled, underpaid, and crushed by a massive bureaucratic machine, these “gypsies of the nuclear age” expose themselves to levels of radiation far above maximum doses, all on a site where anarchy and the law of silence prevails. From abandoned coastal villages to contaminated reactors, by way of the soulless offices of the powerful Tokyo Electric Power Company (Tepco), Vaulerin spoke to these people only to discover that the worst was yet to come: record radiation levels, limited security, hasty work, leaks, DIY solutions, and medical risks that were still unknown at the time. Arnaud Vaulerin has been living in Japan since 2012. He is a journalist and has been the Asian correspondent for the French daily Libération for the past sixteen years. He has spent several years in the Balkans where he reported on the aftermath of the wars in ex-Yugoslavia for different French-language media. With journalist Isabelle Wesselingh, he wrote “Raw Memory” published in 2003, which was acclaimed by the press (The Economist, New York Review of Books) and translated into English and Bosnian. Since 2007, Arnaud Vaulerin has been following the process of democratization and justice in Sri Lanka, Cambodia, Malaysia, and Myanmar, where he has carried out several investigative reports. He is also interested in the issues of migration and security that are plaguing the Far East.
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Essays



Nicolas GRIMALDI Les Nouveaux somnambules (The New Sleepwalkers) January 2016 162 pp. In his new essay, Nicolas Grimaldi offers a theory of sleepwalking. He describes sleepwalkers as these madmen who believe their visions are real when, in fact, they are only imagining things. He places terrorists, militants, or simple dreamers in this category. A work that raises many questions, both political and philosophical. Brilliant. This essay opens with the tragic events of January 2015, when a group of fanatics wished to see the projection of their faith, of their madness, and of their illusions projected onto the world. He then analyzes the way in which the Charlie Hebdo cartoonists also saw the world. By making a joke out of everything, they took the risk of seeing reality as an endless comic saga. More generally for Grimaldi, humans have always taken their imagination for reality, and there is no shortage of examples, from the idyllic “vision” that Communists had of a Soviet “paradise” to the Nazi ideal of the Third Reich. Nicolas Grimaldi constantly zigzags between history and philosophy, the Gulag and Montaigne, Islamism and Spinoza, to clinically analyze the distortions that ideology inflicts upon the real world. Nicolas Grimaldi has taught moral philosophy at La Sorbonne for many years, and his work includes roughly twenty works that examine metaphysics and subjectivity. He is the author of three books with Grasset: Les métamorphoses de l’amour (2011), L’effervescence du vide (2012), and Le crépuscule de la démocratie (2014).
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Essays



Bernard-Henri LEVY Le Génie du judaïsme (The Genius of Judaism) January 2015 300 pp. In his new book, Bernard-Henri Levy continues his reflection on a subject he has examined for over three decades, beginning with Le testament de Dieu. Preaching more than ever for an affirmative form of Judaism, he justifies his equally political and philosophical position in light of the most burning issues and debates of our day: Islam and Islamism, secularism, the return of populism, and the discourse of hate. This insightful and militant book, which could be filed under both philosophy and political science, raises many diverse questions ranging from Jewish humanism and the modality of universalism resulting from it, to what it tells us about ethics, politics and the issue of sovereignty. He also looks at Israel, its place in the world economy, anti-Semitism today and the way in which the theme of competition between different forms of victimhood make it contemporary in a tragically new way. He also answers those who brandish the spectre of the 1930s, and justifies his political engagements in the Libyan and Ukrainian wars. Philosopher, writer, and Managing Editor of La Règle du Jeu, Bernard-Henri Lévy is the author of several works, including Barbarism with a Human Face (1977), Adventures on the Freedom Road (1991), Sartre (2000), Who Killed Daniel Pearl? (2003), American Vertigo (2006), and Hotel Europe (2014). Foreign rights sold for De la Guerre en philosophie: Greek (Kedros Publishers), Korean (Sungkyunkwan University) - Foreign rights sold for American Vertigo: Bulgarian (Prosorets), Castilian (Ariel), Chinese (Guangxi Normal UP), Czech (Host), Dutch (De Geus), German (Campus), Greek (Kedros), Italian (R.C.S. Libri S.p.A), Japanese (Hayakawa), Korean (Golden Owl), Polish (Wydawnictwo Sic), Portuguese (Brazil : Schwarcz Editora / Portugal : Asa), Romanian (Nemira). Foreign rights sold for Hotel Europe: Bosnian (Buybook), Italian (Marsilio editore)
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Essays



Michel ONFRAY Penser l’Islam (Thinking Islam) February 2016 198 pp. Michel Onfray is a staunch opponent of all religions. In this new work, he shifts his critical gaze to Islam. Through a reading of the Koran, which he compares to other texts, the philosopher analyzes this religion in all its complexity. He also offers his point of view on Western foreign policy which, for the past several decades, has only served to breed more of the terrorism that struck France several times in 2015. In this new work, Michel Onfray suggests we reactivate Enlightenment thinking. Not in terms of pros and cons, but philosophically. He examines the Koran, comparing it to different biographies of the Prophet, and shows that it contains both the best and the worst: the worst is what the violent minority use to fuel their hatred; the best is what the silent majority practise in private. How does the French Republic consider these two ways of being Muslim? Are there relationships and gateways between the active minorities and silent majorities, knowing that history is made by the former and not the latter? This book also looks at the relationship between terrorism and the West’s islamophobic foreign policy, which has been led by France alongside NATO for years. According to Michel Onfray, we use the term barbarism to designate whatever it is we do not understand since, in his opinion, the terrorist brand of Islam has been partially created by the war-mongering West. Which is why we must once again try to think and understand. This book invites us to do so. Michel Onfray was born in 1959. With a doctorate in philosophy, he taught for many years before eventually creating the Université populaire de Caen and devoting his time to writing his many works, among which are: Théorie du corps amoureux (2000), Féeries anatomiques (2003), Atheist Manifesto (2005), Le Crépuscule d’une idole (2010) and the essential Contre-histoire de la philosophie, all published by Grasset. Foreign rights already sold for Traité d’athéologie (Atheist Manifesto): German (Piper Verlag), English (UK: Serpent’s Tail; USA: Skyhorse; Canada: Penguin Books; Australia: Melbourne University), Castilian Spanish (Spain: Edition 1984; Argentina: Ediciones de la Flor), Korean (Motive Book), Croatian (Jajik Podueztnistvo), Greek (Exandas), Dutch (Met&Schilt), Norwegian (Kagge), Polish (Foksal), Portuguese (Brazil: Martins Editoria Livraria), Russian (AST), Serbian (Tanesi), Swedish (Nya Doxa), Turkish (Yurt Kitap), Ukrainian (Nika) Foreign rights already sold for La Contre-Histoire de la Philosophie: Korean (Ingan Sarang), Spanish (Anagrama), Italian (Fazi), Dutch (Mets & Schilt), Portuguese (Brazil: Martins Fontes), Romanian (Nemira), Swedish (Nya Doxa). Foreign rights already sold for Le Crépuscule d’une idole: Castilian Spanish (Taurus), Czech (Host), German (Knaus), Greek (Exandas), Italian (Ponte Alle Grazie), Korean (Geulhangari), Romanian (Humanitas), Polish (Jacek Santorski and Co.), Portuguese (Portugal: Constancia Editores, Brazil: Ediouro Publicacoes), Turkish (Sel Yayincilik)



24



Essays



Jean ROUAUD Tout paradis n’est pas perdu Chronique de 2015 à la lumière de 1905 (Not Every Paradise Is Lost Chronicle from 2015 to the Enlightenment of 1905) January 2016 200 pp. Jean Rouaud aims to have his voice heard in the debate on laïcité (secularism), this crucial idea that is the foundation of our society and sees itself jeopardized today. After being recuperated by the far right, it was also put to the test at the beginning of 2015 when France was struck at its very heart. Although it was once a generous idea, laïcité today lends itself to xenophobic and divisive discourses in spite of itself. Here is an analysis that could not arrive at a better time. Although it has become trite to talk about the idea of secularism today, Jean Rouad has nevertheless decided to put pen to paper. The Front National has seized it to impose a single (often pork-based) menu in school cafeterias and get away with stigmatizing Muslim children. This was seen as an opportunity for the author of Champs d’honneur to underline that the law separating Church and State remains accommodating for the Church, since the country continues to shut down for religious feasts, fill its calendar with the names of saints, and serve fish in every school cafeteria on Fridays. Another tragic current event also becomes the focus of Jean Rouaud’s reflection: the execution of the staff of Charlie Hebdo for offending the Prophet. This reminds us that the right to represent sacred figures was, for our society, the fruit of a long debate during the first centuries of Christianity. The issue was settled in 843, in Nicaea, with a powerful argument: an image is not an idol but a mediation through which one can approach the divine. The world we live in, flooded with images, comes from this. Western art would not exist without it. Jean Rouaud asks us not to forget that. Jean Rouaud was awarded the Prix Goncourt in 1990 for his first novel, Les Champs d’honneur (Fields of Glory). With Grasset, he has written Un peu la guerre (2014), Etre un écrivain (2015), and Misère du roman (2015).
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Essays



Manuel VALLS L’Exigence (High Standards) January 2016 90 pp.



L’Exigence is the first book Manuel Valls has published since he was appointed Prime Minister of France. It is a replication of the speech he gave before the National Assembly after the attacks on France in January 2015. With its preface, this text showcases the fondamentals of French democracy. On 7, 8 and 9 January 2015, Islamist terrorism struck France at its very heart, resulting in 17 deaths and many wounded victims. By killing journalists, police officers, and Jews simply because they were Jews, freedom of expression, Republican values, and an ideal of tolerance – in other words, the very essence of France – were contested. On 11 January, in every city throughout France, the world was struck by the coming together of a united people. 13 January, at the National Assembly, Manuel Valls delivered one of the most important speeches in the history of the Fifth Republic, a speech on national unity that was applauded from every bench. This is his speech. It is preceded by a preface where Manuel Valls returns to the dangers that continue to threaten democracy, and to the demands of the French Republic, which has taken a stand and must never weaken.



Manuel Valls was born in 1962. He has been the Prime Minister of France since 2014.
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Correspondences



Arthur DREYFUS and Dominique FERNANDEZ Correspondance indiscrete (Indiscreet Correspondence) February 2016 240 pp. Can one say absolutely everything about love? About one’s innermost thoughts? Have all limits been established or transgressed in literature? To what extent has the Internet atomized our relationship to the Erotic? In this epistolary work, Dominique Fernandez and Arthur Dreyfus try to answer these questions and sketch a learned and playful portrait of the changes that have upended eroticism in the 21st century. Two generations, two perspectives that collide, come together, and are shared in the most personal way, but without the slightest indecency. Our current era can be characterized by its great sexual freedom. Today, virtually everything is allowed. But what position should writers adopt? Must they share every aspect of their sexual lives if they write in the first-person, or describe the sexual lives of their characters in the case of a novel? Given the abolition of religious and moral taboos, should they erase every limit in their literary expression of sex? Is a text better for this or, on the contrary, does it run the risk of doing itself harm by losing the poetry of discretion? Is saying things crudely beneficial or harmful to artistic success? Should we be nostalgic for a time when allusions, metaphors, and euphemisms were the norm, or congratulate ourselves that prudishness and hypocrisy are unmasked, and that true candour is now possible? This is the theme running throughout this correspondence between two novelists who are very far from one another in terms of age and character. The tone is free and spontaneous. These two authors do not only discuss the abovesaid problem, they also openly talk about episodes in their lives, and often intimate ones. They also exchange opinions on books, films, and paintings that had an influence on their sensuality. The revolution brought on by the Internet in the practice of love is also widely discussed. Dominique Fernandez was born in 1929 and is the author of many novels, including Porporino: Les mystères de Naples (1974, Prix Médicis), Dans la main de l'ange (Prix Goncourt, 1982), Le Rapt de Ganymède (Prix Méditerranée 1989), and more recently, Les Amants d’Apollon (2015). Arthur Dreyfus is the author of La Synthèse du camphre (2010), Belle Famille (2012, Prix Orange du Livre), Le Livre qui rend heureux (2011) and Histoire de ma sexualité (2014). Foreign rights sold for previous works by Dominique Fernandez: Albanian (Dudaj), German (Beck & Glucker, Eugen Diederichs, Hitzeroth, Insel Verlag), English (USA: Algora), Brazilian (Bertrand Brasil, Editora Rocco, Record, Sulina), Castilian Spanish (Emece, Tecnos), Chinese (Jiling), Korean (Jakkajungsin, Susucottari), French (Presses Nationales d’Haïti), Greek (Aquarius, Astarti, Electra, Exandas), Hebrew (Nymrod), Hungarian (Europa Konykviado), Italian (Bompiani, Colonnese, Rizzoli, Sellerio, Tullio Pironti), Japanese (Hayakawa), Dutch (Arena, De Woelrat), Polish (Czytelnik, KR), Romanian (Lider, R.A.O, Topaz), Russian (Inapress, Vsiemirnaya Litteratura), Slovenian (Drzavna Zalozba), Czech (Mlada Fronta, Orbis), Turkish (Sel Yayincilik)
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