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THE FILM



Follow in the inspirational footsteps of six talented ballet dancers, ages 10-17, as they struggle to maintain form in the face of injury and personal sacrifice on their way to one of the most prestigious youth ballet competitions in the world. FIRST POSITION is a feature length documentary that takes audiences on a yearlong journey across the globe, revealing in its subjects a love of dance and a drive to succeed that few youths have.



Through it all they manage, with indomitable passion, maturity and humor to remain inspired…and when the curtain finally rises, to inspire everyone else.



With unprecedented (and exclusive) access to the Youth America Grand Prix, the largest competition that awards full scholarships to top ballet schools, the film reveals the struggles and success, the pain and extraordinary beauty of an art form that millions of kids across the globe are determined to dedicate their lives to...despite the odds.



THE NARRATIVE Ballet is meant to look effortless—it is anything but. Beneath the tutus and tights are muscles that have been pushed to their limit and feet that are blistered and bloodied. Adding to the constant threat of injury is the financial burden of intensive daily training and the drama of adolescence. And yet FIRST POSITION’S determined subjects fight through bullying, racism, poverty and injury with a drive few youths have. Through it all they manage, with indomitable energy, maturity and humor to remain inspired…and when the curtain finally rises, to inspire everyone else.



FIRST POSITION CREDITS Directed by Bess Kargman Produced by Bess Kargman Executive Producer Rose Caiola Director of Photography Nick Higgins Music by Chris Hajian Associate Producers Jennilyn Merten Nick Higgins Production Manager Hashem Selph AFTER EPILOGUE The director would like to express her gratitude to the dancers, teachers and families for their participation. FEATURING (in order of appearance) ARAN BELL REBECCA HOUSEKNECHT JOAN SEBASTIAN ZAMORA MIKO FOGARTY JULES JARVIS FOGARTY MICHAELA DEPRINCE GAYA BOMMER YEMINI WITH ALSO APPEARING [three columns] MIA DEPRINCE ALYS SHEE EVELYN HART ALEJANDRO PRIETO ALEXANDRA BELL



MELANIE SHEE CHIU SHEE DEREK DUNN BRIAN DUNN VICKI DUNN DANIELLE DUNN TRAVIS HALSEY DMITRI KULEV EMILY ENTINGH HANNAH O’NEIL JULIET DOHERTY ZHAO WAN TING CLAUDIA DEAN MICHELLE & RYAN BELL ELAINE & CHARLES DEPRINCE WENDY & DAVID HOUSEKNECHT SATOKO & MAT FOGARTY NADINE BOMMER & ZIV YEMINI CLAUDIA HURTADO GUIDO ARTURO PRIETO DENYS GANIO BO SPASSOFF STEPHANIE SPASSOFF VIKTOR KABANIAEV MICHELLE LEES LARISSA SAVELIEV MIKI AKUTA KAZUKO SUGIHARA EDO WIJEN VICTORIA-ROSE VIREN CATHERINE VIREN JOHN VIREN SERGEY GORDEEV OLGA KRESIN MARIAELENA RUIZ JEANETTE KAKAREKA BROOKS MILLER NATHANIEL KING NADAL SAFI ANASTASIA TORBA GABE SHAYER KA’IMI CAMBERN JACQUELINE CALLAHAN ASHLEY BASZTO BECKANNE SISK ARATA MIYAGAWA



ROSALINE KASSEL ESTEBAN HERNANDEZ JUAN MIGUEL FERNANDEZ VERA SHELLEY KING JENNA GRAVES SVETLANA DVORKIN FLAVIO SALAZAR JONATHAN MENDEZ GAILENE STOCK FRANCO DE VITA DEBORAH HESS ELISABETH PLATEL TADEUSZ MATACZ RAYMOND LUKENS MIKHAIL TCHOUPAKOV SHELLY POWER LUCA MASALA ADAM SKULTE SUSAN JAFFE ANNA-MARIE HOLMES JOHN ROBERT GOSNELL RON NILSON KEE-JUAN HAN MADDALENA DI GIACOMO SAM ZALVIDAR CREW Sound Mixer ERIC THOMAS Additional camera ANDY SCHOCKEN TOBI DATUM CHRISTIAN DATUM DAN LYONS ALAN WEEKS BRYAN DONNELL GARY CLARKE DON STARNES VICENTE FRANCO ANDREW WATSON CELEMENT ALLINE JOSHUA WEINSTEIN BESS KARGMAN MICHAEL GOLDBERG ZVONIMIR VIDUSIN SCOTT BEARDSLEE



MICHELLE BELL MIKE SCHMIEDELER COLIN SOLAL CARDO Additional sound mixing ABE DOLINGER LAURI KELLEHER BRIAN MIKLAS DESIREE ORTIZ DAVID SCHWARTZ Still Photography MARGARET TEICH YANIV SCHULMAN NICK HIGGINS BESS KARGMAN Consulting editors LINDSAY UTZ CHRISTOPHER SEWARD BRAD FULLER ZAC STUART-PONTIER MARY MANHARDT Editing assistance MATT SCOTT CARMELITA NAVAL YASMIN ASSEMI Sound assistant ALLISON HOWE Production assistants and interns MEGAN BILLMAN STEPHAN DOMINIQUE MEREDITH GUNNING LAUREN HEIRIGS TARA KYLE LEILANI MONTES KELLY LEISMAN Translation PETER WOOD (French) MATTHEW ORLANDO (French) MIDORI OKADA (Japanese) MARY MOLINA (Spanish) SHARON MARCUS (Hebrew)



NAOR BEN-YEHOYADA (Hebrew) ZARRIN MAANI (Chinese) Transcription PAUL ALEXIOU YASMIN ASSEMI KRISTINE BEILKE CAROL BOLES STEPHAN DOMINIQUE KATHLEEN HAM BONNIE B. LIU ERINN O’DEAR AZRIEL RELPH WALTER SMITH-RANDOLPH ERIN TOLMAN KATE WILCOX LAURA MAZZEO Post production services Dig It Audio Re-recording mixer ERIC GITELSON Additional staff TOM EFFINGER ALICIA LOVING JEFF SEELYE Technicolor New York Colorist SAM DALEY Account Executives WALTER WURZBURGER BARBARA JEAN KEARNEY Accounting Charlestan Financial Services, LTD STANLEY CHARLOFF Ercolini & Company LLP MICHAEL TUCCI JOHN MATARESE Graphics NOL HONIG HASHEM SELPH TIM D’AMICO Music Editor JESSICA WEISS



Music Clearance EILEEN O’NEILL Music Research MICHELLE COLLINS Dolby Engineer STEVE SMITH Choreography VIKTOR KABANIAEV SERVY GALLARDO MICHELLE SMITH MARIUS PETIPA NADINE BOMMER LUCA BARBAGALLO ROLAND PETIT Dance schools, studios and theaters UMEDA ARTS THEATER, OSAKA, JAPAN LA MAISON DE LA DANSE, ROME, ITALY ROCK SCHOOL FOR DANCE EDUCATION, PHILADELPHIA, PA DIABLO BALLET APPRENTICE PROGRAM, WALNUT CREEK, CA MARYLAND YOUTH BALLET, SILVER SPRING, MD ANAHEIM BALLET, ANAHEIM, CA SOUTHLAND BALLET ACADEMY, FOUNTAIN VALLEY, CA THE AILEY STUDIOS AT THE JOAN WEILL CENTER FOR DANCE, MANHATTAN, NY BARYSHNIKOV ARTS CENTER, MANHATTAN, NY TEATRO BELLINI, CATANIA, SICILY LANG PERFORMING ARTS CENTER AT SWARTHMORE COLLEGE, SWARTHMORE, PA BAYSIDE PERFORMING ARTS CENTER, SAN MATEO, CA IRVINE BARCLAY THEATRE, IRVINE, CA SKIRBALL CENTER FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS, MANHATTAN, NY NEW YORK CITY CENTER, MANHATTAN, NY THEATRE DU VESINET, LE VÈSINET, FRANCE THE ROYAL BALLET SCHOOL, LONDON, ENGLAND Archival materials La Bayadère footage of Carlos Acosta used with permission by the Royal Opera House Photograph of Sarah Lamb used for Dance Magazine cover re-creation © Bill Cooper Recital footage: Central Pennsylvania Youth Ballet and Ayako School of Ballet Special Thanks YOUTH AMERICA GRAND PRIX THE KARGMAN FAMILY



Thank you to the following companies and organizations TORONTO INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL WESTDOC CONFERENCE IFC FILMS SUNDANCE SELECTS HOPSCOTCH FILMS SUBMARINE ENTERTAINMENT PRIME FOCUS NO REGRETS ENTERTAINMENT FINAL FRAME POST VISIT FILMS SUBTRACTIVE VAM CINETIC KINETIC KARGO DIFFERENT BY DESIGN SANTA FE PRODUCTIONS TOWERS PRODUCTIONS BUTTERFLY FABRICS Equipment rental DECEMBER PICTURES GOTHAM SOUND LIMAN VIDEO RENTAL MEDIA CENTRAL Legal services MARC SIMON (Cowan, DeBaets, Abrahams and Sheppard LLP) Original Music Arranged and Produced by Chris Hajian. Recorded and Mixed at Moving Picture Music NYC Musicians Piano and Keyboards - Chris Hajian Acoustic and Electric Guitars - Bernd Schoenhart Original Score Published by Moving Picture Music – ASCAP Music “Allegro Prestissimo from Sonata for Two Cellos” Performed by Yo-Yo Ma & Bobby McFerrin Sony Masterworks/Sony Music Licensing "Angelica" Performed by Lamb



Courtesy of Mercury Records Limited Under license from Universal Music Enterprises & Warner Chappell Music Publishing “Buona Fortuna” Composed by Manny Corallo Courtesy of Prolific Two Publishing, BMI “Chicken Soup” Written and performed by Jake Monaco Courtesy of Jake Monaco “Four Leaves” Written by Barrie Gledden, Steve Dymond and Jason Pedder Courtesy of Audio Network US "Le Grande Cascade" Written and performed by Rene Aubry Courtesy of Hopi Mesa "Pas de Quatre" Performed by Stephen Hough Written by Piotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky Courtesy of Hyperion "Vstrecha S Zhenoi (Meeting with Wife) from 17 Moments of Spring" Written and Performed by Mikael Tariverdiev Thank you MARJIE & ROBERT KARGMAN MATTHEW BABY-J ORLANDO SOPHIE KARGMAN CHUCK BRAVERMAN PAUL & JANICE GILBERT AMANDA MICHELI DANIELLE RENFREW THOM POWERS HARRY & JILL KARGMAN JOSH BRAUN JON ALPERT AMANDA LEBOW IRENA NEDUVA BETTY BLOOMBERG DAN ALLEN BARBARA BRANDT ALEXA ISBELL WOLMAN



JIM FLETCHER AARON SMYTH JESSE & KERI RYBACK ELI BROWN VIVIAN BROWNSTEIN DONNA CULLINANE KASRA ELIASIEH ROSIE DRISCOLL ANN & GRAHAM GUND GAYLE SCOTT HAJIAN OLIVIA HAJIAN ELIZABETH MUSKALA KURT RYBACK & JIMMY SERRANO ADAM BOSCH JULIE KLEINMAN ZACH WOLF HANNAH SCHILLER DANA JAMES HENRY JOOST MICHAEL MORGENSTERN LAWRENCE & SARMA ROSENBERG MIKE & LENA LEVINE DOTEN TRINA MANNINO & ASHLEY MATHUS CYNTHIA LATSON & TAMI KESSELMAN RICKY KIM JAY SCHLOSSBERG ARTHUR YEE CHARLES NORDLANDER JOHANNA DEMETRAKAS STEFANO PIERSIGILLI TYLER MEASOM EDWARD MERMELSTEIN ALEX REZNIK SHELLY RICHARDSON LEIGH RIVLIN SALWA RIZKALLA KRISTINA ROBBINS LEIGH ROWLES HARUKO KAWANISHI GENNADI SAVELIEV SARA BRUGGEMAN TRIPP PHILLIPS JASON KIENTZ JACKY MANDELBAUM NATASHA LUSHIMA ZEIGER ALISSA KING



ASSAAD KHATER KIM LENGLE JONATHAN KALKIN MATT BECK LISA SACHS This film was generously supported by individuals willing to take a risk on a firsttime filmmaker, as well as the Manhattan Movement & Arts Center First Position Films, LLC is the author of this motion picture for purposes of copyright and other laws. The views and opinions expressed in this film do not necessarily reflect the policy or position of Youth America Grand Prix, Inc. This motion picture is protected under the laws of the United States and other countries. Any unauthorized duplication, distribution or exhibition of this motion picture may result in civil liability or criminal prosecution. © First Position Films, LLC 2011 A BESS KARGMAN PRODUCTION www.BalletDocumentary.com
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PhD position 

Position Description: This research project proposed, for PhD candidates, is in the area of vibration modeling and analysis of mechanical systems undergoing ...
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POSITION AVAILABLE 

Construit sur les flancs du Mont Royal, l'HÃ´pital St. Mary fut inaugurÃ© en 1924. L'institution Ã  316 lit s'est depuis construit une rÃ©putation d'excellence dans le ...
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stratégique, le Groupe de recherche sur les saines habitudes de vie et obésité du Centre hospitalier pour enfants de l'est de l'Ontario et ParticipACTION, son partenaire stratégique des communications pour leur contribution à l'élaboration et à la di
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FCC Caution: Any changes or modifications not expressly approved by the party responsible for compliance could void the user's authority to operate this equipment. This device is going to be operated in 5.15~5.25GHz frequency range, it is restricted 
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Position description Position overview Key activities 

Le(la) titulaire doit être une personne dynamique et de commerce agréable, avoir ... Diplôme/grade en anglais / français, communications, journalisme, relations ...
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Position description Position overview Key activities 

o Adobe Creative Suite o WordPress o Final Cut, iMovie or other video editing product o Power Pivot or other BI applications. â€¢ IT knowledge would be an asset ...
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Jul 20, 2015 - be made to preserve the intended meaning of the original. ... that is correct at the time of going to press. ...... ty Indication Computer did not lead to a systematic wrong indication but rather to .... todayâ€� was a sentence Jacques
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internationaux ayant pour objectif de procÃ©der Ã  une revue systÃ©matique des meilleures donnÃ©es scientifiques disponibles, en examinant 1367 articles publiÃ©s.
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18 fÃ©vr. 2016 - L'Ã©conomie ainsi rÃ©alisÃ©e se limiterait Ã  8 millions, un montant anecdotique dans le monde des. PC, qui fait ressortir la disproportion d'une telle ...
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Hegibachstrasse 47. 8032 ZÃ¼rich. Lausanne, le 18 fÃ©vrier 2016. U:\1p\poliÃ¼que_eÅ“nomique\consultations\2015\P0L1549_refom1e. PC\POL1549_reponse ...
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Position Specification 

risk management (including business continuity and compliance), and quality improvement. The. CIO sets policies in collaboration with other executives as ...
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Jun 24, 2004 - Optional Equipment (6 HP Outboard Engine) ..... For the boats fitted with a petrol engine, ventilate the engine compartment for 5 minutes with ...
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Jul 20, 2015 - P36. High-altitude manual flying .... ble speed VLS CONF 1 (or 0), and pos- sibly low enough .... During climb, in manual flight, the main risk is to experience an aural overspeed ... events in the future may well be bene- ficial as ..
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Post-Doctoral Position Available 

wirelessly via acoustic waves with an external system (a control unit). ... include one or more sensors for monitoring a variety of parameters, such as temperature, ...
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Vacant PhD position(s). ACOUSTICS/ULTRASONICS at KU Leuven - KULAK (Kortrijk, Belgium). Visualisation and localisation of defects by Nonlinear Elastic ...
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The candidate will work in a MR methodological team, in collaboration with UMR. 5536 (Dr ... and strong background in physics or engineering. Established ...
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16 avr. 2019 - Page 1 of 1. NAME. POSITION. DEPARTMENT. DATE. RATE. NORCO. Gutierrez .... 02/21/19. $ 13.00. Richard, Christopher. Student Aide III.
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Open PhD student position 

Jul 27, 2017 - ... the candidate should have the following skills: team-player, self-organized, ... and your suitability as a candidate, a copy of your CV which ...
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Flap Position Indicator 

BUILD-IT-YOURSELF. I LIKE SIMPLE. THE flap indicator on my RV-7A was four pieces of tape on the flap showing how many degrees are dialed in. There was.
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PhD Position at LEGI 

When a solid body in contact with a liquid is heated at a high enough temperature, the ... surface, severely limiting the heat transfer (the so-called boiling crisis).
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position Education Research 

Feb 11, 2009 - 6 months research project at the ENS : Transitory movements and coupling of the ... Scientific production. Publications. N. Cubas, Y.M. Leroy, B. Maillot (2008), Prediction of thrusting sequences in accretionary wedges, Journal ... val
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Postdoctoral position - Antoine Serrurier 

Mar 15, 2018 - o Working language will be either German or English and good written and oral skills in the two languages ... Email: [email protected].
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Post-Doctoral Position Available 

Applications des ultrasons Ã  la thÃ©rapie. Jean-Yves Chapelon, directeur. RÃ©publique franÃ§aise. Inserm â€“ UnitÃ© de recherche U556. 151, Cours Albert Thomas.
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