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LES LARMES NOIRES SUR LA TERRE Sandrine Collette HIGHLIGHT



Sueurs froides Series – Upmarket commercial noir Publication: February 2016 320 pages – 21 € Tentative cover



DARK TEARS ON EARTH If one of them raises her head, all the girls might make it alive. It only took one. Just once, Moe made the wrong decision and left her native island to follow a man to Paris. She was only 20 then. Six years later, she had become a wreck with a toddler at her side as her sole possession, and ended up in a shelter for the deprived. Its officials call it the High Dam, but its inmates call it The Wrecking Yard. The Wrecking Yard is a slum town consisting in wedged wrecked cars where the destitute residents live, and empty streets lined by bashed cars. Each car has a number, that is attributed to one person. For Moe, it’s number 2167, and a grey 306 Peugeot. The backseats are gone, but two towels were left for her and her baby boy. The rules of the Wrecking Yard are simple: if she wants to survive, she needs to work, for a few euros each day. And if she decides to leave, she will have to pay an exit charge, the equivalent of 13 years of hard work at least, if she manages to spend next to nothing except milk for the baby and rice for herself. As her life seems to be bent on a downward spiral, finally something positive happens: on her street, five female residents decided to get together to form an alliance, a close-knit circle helping them all to face the violence of the neighbourhood and the dark times they go through. Soon enough, Moe and her boy are adopted by Ada, the elderly one, who knows herbs and plants, and treats the whole Yard; Jaja, the warrior; Poule the survivor, the sweet Marie-Thé, and Nini, the one who cannot comes to terms with her downfall, and still yearns for looking pretty, and dancing and drinking and hoping… She is the one who will bring calamity upon them all. • Find out more: • After the sensational Il reste la poussière, winner of the Landerneau Noir Award 2016, Sandrine Collette delivers a deeply moving dark and social novel, set in the Dante-like Wrecking Yard. Her female characters are the heroines of a modern-day take on The Thousand and One Nights. In a world in freefall, they are warriors who lost it all, but still cling on to a few sparks of hope, because they stand together. Their strength lies in their capacity to stay together, support one-another and stay clear-headed…



Sandrine Collette was born in 1970. She divides her life between her career as a writer and her horse farm in Morvan. She previously wrote Des noeuds d’acier (Best Crime Novel Award 2013), Un vent de cendres (2014), Six fourmis blanches (2015) and Il reste la poussière (Landerneau Noir Award 2016). Des noeuds d’acier met with public and critical success, sold nearly 70,000 copies, and is currently being adapted to the big screen.



5



IL RESTE LA POUSSIÈRE Sandrine Collette Sueurs Froides Series – Upmarket commercial noir Publication: January 2016 280 pages – 19,90 €



LANDERNEAU CRIME AWARD 2016



STILL DUST REMAINS A suffocating huis-clos: a mother, her four sons, in a remote part of Patagonia. Will redemption be possible in this nightmarish home? A merciless Faulknerian tragedy by one of the greatest names of the Noir genre in France. The Patagonian plateau in Argentina. A never-ending steppe swept by freezing winds where Rafael, 10, grows up in a household full of hatred. His mother’s heart is hardened because of a secret she had to keep, but which has devoured her inside: one night, she killed their drunkard of a father, and drowned his body in the swamp. Ever since that night, she has been pretending that her husband abandoned them, while running her meagre cattle farm with a hand of steel and crushing her four sons with her icy indifference and severity. And ever since, the three older boys, Mauro, Joaquin and Steban, have hated their younger sibling, who was born right after their father’s disappearance, and have been subjecting him to endless cruel games. Alone in the world, Rafael only lives for his horse and dog, and has known for a long time that begging for affection elsewhere would be pointless. In this dying world where small cattle farms are slowly being replaced by vast estates, rebellion is not even an option. And yet, on Rafael’s wildest and most painful day, something will change. Will the boy manage to free himself from the shackles of terror and violence his family has tied him to? In this dark novel set in a sublime yet hostile nature, Sandrine Collette explores the toxic family relationships, and the possible redemption, or not, of a little boy who has never lost his humanity. In the press: “300 exceptional pages of merciless cruelty.” RTL “One thinks of course of William Faulkner when reading the first magnificent pages of Il reste la poussière, the same dry dialogues, the same breathtaking descriptions of a rocky landscape. Her stories, cold as the blade of a knife, possess a strange poetry.” M le Magazine du Monde



RIGHTS SOLD: USA (Europa Editions/ World English Rights) ● ITALY (E/O Edizioni)
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RÉCIDIVE Sonja Delzongle HIGHLIGHT



Sueurs froides Series – Commercial thriller Publication: April 2017 320 pages – 21 € Tentative cover



RECURRENCE The famous profiler Hanah Baxter is finally faced with a father she had denied and forsaken. A merciless face off, a fight to the death. Saint-Malo, Brittany, in early 2014. From the top of the ramparts, an old man watches the waves swell, enjoying his newfound freedom. Erwan Kardec has just been released from jail for health issues. Twenty-five years ago, he killed his wife with his bare hands while his 10-year-old daughter Hanah was watching on. Nobody would have found out about his crime if she had not turned him in. He hates his daughter, and has been longing to get even with her, and punish her for her treason for twenty-five years. He has no idea what has become of her. He needs to find and kill her before he passes away. New York City, in early 2014. The profiler Hanah Baxter is going through a rough patch. She fears to discover what the real nature of the pain that she feels under her ribs is. She feels like someone is watching her, her anguish grows stronger each day, and she does not understand what is happening to her. She finally confronts the truth: her father is out, and he will find her, in spite of the new American moniker she chose to cover her tracks. The face off she has long dreaded and postponed is now inevitable. A confrontation with the monster who killed her mother, but also with the truth on the ghastly event that ruined her childhood, a truth that turns out to be very different from the one she thought she knew.



• Find out more: • Through a masterful double structure taking the readers in a back and forth waltz into Baxter’s tormented mind and Kardec’s criminal intentions, Sonja Delzongle delivers a breathtaking face off. After Dust and Quand la neige danse, she thereby confirms that Hanah Baxter has become a central fictional figure in the French contemporary thriller scene. • Hanah Baxter’s tragic past is finally revealed. A past that explains the complex and tormented personality of the recurring heroine of Dust and Quand la neige danse.



Born in 1967 from a French father and a Serbian mother, Sonja Delzongle grew up between France and Serbia. She led a Bohemian life, working various odd jobs (including running a night bar and trading Asian and African artisanal artefacts) without ever losing sight of writing. She now lives between Lyon and the Drôme. After Dust and Quand la neige danse, Récidive is her third novel.
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QUAND LA NEIGE DANSE Sonja Delzongle Sueurs Froides Series – Commercial Thriller Publication: April 2016 350 pages – 21 €



DANCING SNOW Four little girls have gone missing in Crystal Lake, a small town near Chicago paralyzed by a blizzard. Hanah Baxter is on the case. The winter of 2014 is the coldest Crystal Lake has ever known. The peaceful town near Chicago seems petrified, but the snow and the blizzard are not the only ones to blame for it. Four young girls have disappeared in the last month. The locals are in shock. One morning, as he gets ready for yet another search through the woods, Joe Lasko receives a parcel. Inside it, he finds a beautiful doll with long ginger hair, like his missing daughter Lieserl. To make things even worse, the doll is dressed exactly like Lieserl on the day of her disappearance. On the same morning of February 2014, all the families of the missing girls also receive a doll… That is the last straw for Joe. Lieserl is the only thing that matters in the life of recently divorced Joe. He decides to start his own investigation, with the help of Eva Sportis, a private eye he was secretly in love with years ago. Eva quickly understands the case is too complicated for her, and asks for help the famous and charismatic profiler Hanah Baxter, who once was her professor at university. Equipped with her pendulum, Hanah realizes that someone in Crystal Lake has been attacking children for a very long time. Does this person keep them as hostages? Are they still alive? A multiconvicted criminal could be an ideal culprit, yet Hanah, Eva and Joe are convinced that the police are on to the wrong man. With a breathtaking cold and frozen scenery background, Sonja Delzongle delivers a relentless story with many unexpected twists and turns. The answer lies in the past, as the storyline inexorably builds up to a terrifying finale. • In the press: “A fiendish plot with child abuse and mental disorder as a background” Elle “The new sensation of the Thriller genre” La Parisienne “Breathtaking” M le Magazine du Monde “This nerve-wracking thriller will cause sleepless nights” Biba



Born in 1967 from a French father and a Serbian mother, Sonja Delzongle grew up between France and Serbia. She led a Bohemian life, working various odd jobs (including running a night bar and trading Asian and African artisanal artefacts) without ever losing sight of writing. She now lives between Lyon and the Drôme. After Dust, Quand la neige danse is her second novel.
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LA FILLE QUI LISAIT DANS LE MÉTRO Christine Féret-Fleury HIGHLIGHT



Romans français Series – Upmarket commercial fiction Publication: March 2017 256 pages –18 €



THE GIRL WHO WTentative AS READING cover IN THE SUBWAY



THE GIRL WHO WAS READING IN THE SUBWAY Juliette, a naïve and wildly imaginative young Parisian woman, leads a dull life wherein love plays no part… Her only escape is her passion for books. When she unexpectedly meets an old bric-abrac dealer, her life takes an unexpected turn… Juliette uses the metro every day, and loses herself in reading the minute she steps on board. She sometimes observes the other avid readers around her. The old lady. The collector of rare books. The young woman who bursts into tears at page 247. She looks at them with curiosity and tenderness, as if their lives, their reads and their passions could infuse a bit of dash into her own lacklustre existence. One day, she decides to get off two stations before her usual stop near the real estate agency where she works. A seemingly innocuous decision that will change her life forever. On her way, she meets old Soliman, a most unusual character who lives as a recluse surrounded with books. According to him, a book has the power to change the course of a life if given to the right person. He entrusts his “go-betweens” with the task of giving these precious books to those who need them. Step by step, Juliette slowly carves a niche for herself in this place out of time, and becomes very attached to Soliman and Zaïde, his daughter. She quits her fastidious job at the real estate agency, and moves in with her new friends. But one day, Soliman has to leave. He entrusts Juliette with what is most precious to him, his daughter, and also with a very special go-between mission. Juliette is determined to do her best. Yet the books, which have grown to bear a real influence on her destiny, will take her even further… • A genuine modern fairy tale, at once light-hearted, kind and poetic, which brings most needed comfort and hope in uncertain times. Nothing but unadulterated fun, tenderness and humanity. Christine Féret-Fleury started out as a publisher at Gallimard Jeunesse. In 1996, she published her debut book for children, Le Petit Tamour (Flammarion), quickly followed in 1999 by her debut book for adults, Les vagues sont douces comme des tigres (Arléa), winner of the Antigone Prize. She then went on to write eighty more books, and counting. A bulimic reader, she likes to try her hand at all the many literary genres she enjoys.



RIGHTS SOLD: ITALY (Sperling & Kupfer) ● SPAIN (DeBolsillo/Castilian World Rights) Ongoing auctions in Germany, and England and the United States (English World Rights) Pending offers in Czech Republic and Slovakia
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LES BRAS CASSÉS Yann Le Poulichet HIGHLIGHT



Romans français Series – Upmarket commercial fiction Publication: April 2017 220 pages – 18,50 € Tentative cover



MY ROOMATES AND I When Jules, Nico and Virgil, three small time thugs, play private eyes, expect nothing but the worst (and you shall not be disappointed)! They just thought they could become private eyes overnight, over a misunderstanding, easy like 1,2,3, especially since one has to pay for food and shelter. But when Jules, Nico and Virgil, a trio of Parisian roommates with a soft spot for lying, womanizing, boozing and stealing, attempt to channel Sherlock Holmes, the whole thing is bound to turn into a major mess. What was supposed to be an easy job (an adultery report) soon find themselves involved into a sophisticated scheme totally beyond their control. Surrounded by a clique of Serbian killers, corrupt TV producers and retired Police officers, they urgently need an exit strategy. Firstly they lay low in a squat inhabited by geeks with a problematic personal hygiene, and where Linh, a beautiful young woman from East Asia, who is far from timid, yet with a bit of a temper, also resides. They follow up with a muddled escape through the distant suburbs of Paris, with the French Police, the Serbian mafia and a few other risky players after them… They also need to find Elena, Virgil’s sister, who was kidnapped for a reason that still escapes them. In their old beat up Peugeot 104, the radio is stuck on cheesy radio channel “Chante France” after an unfortunate moving incident involving a curtain rod, but our three stooges will nevertheless use it as their vehicle of choice to make the impossible possible. Let’s just say the odds are not in their favour…



• Find out more: • A riotous detective comedy, at once very contemporary and very funny from start to finish, led by a trio of endearing young losers.



In spite of his womanizing ways, his inclination for lying and his past tendency to shoplift, Yann Le Poulichet has paid his supermarket bills without dodging ever since 1999 (ok, he perhaps dodged once, but it’s just because the line was way too long). Now settled down, he works as a journalist and a writer. It’s less romantic, but it pays the rent.
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JOYEUX SUICIDE ET BONNE ANNÉE ! Sophie de Villenoisy Grand Public Series – Commercial fiction Publication: May 2016 180 pages – 17 €



MERRY SUICIDE AND HAPPY NEW YEAR! Completely washed out, Sylvie, 45 years old, single with no children, is about to end it all... But a series of unexpected events will thwart her plans! A salutory comedy juggling perfectly with emotion and humour. Single, with a handful of friends, no parents, no boyfriend and no children, Sylvie is convinced that her life is meaningless. Suicide seems to be the only appealing option. She is monitored by a handsome shrink called Franck, who imposes all kinds of off-kilter challenges on her. But her mind is made up: she is to commit suicide on December 25th. However, an unexpected encounter with a homeless woman will shake her beliefs to the core. In turn hilarious and moving, Joyeux suicide et bonne année! is a salutary read in today’s world: it is a celebration of life written with finesse and wit by Sophie de Villenoisy. At the crossroads of Frank Capra’s It’s a Wonderful Life and Bridget Jones, her writing style seduces the reader from the first lines, delivering a most enjoyable mix of humor and tenderness, with plenty of surprises to boot. • In the press: “To read in one go to help you smile again” Biba “Funny and moving” Femme actuelle “A mix of humour and tenderness a joyful read in this day and age.” Biblioteca Magazine



• Find out more: • Feature



film rights sold to UGC • A feel good book with a French touch. Authors Tatiana de Rosnay and Delphine de Vigan have publicly endorsed it • English sample available Sophie de Villenoisy is a journalist and a writer/scriptwriter. She is the author of several how-to books for Éditions Leduc, and of eight humorous comic books. She has two children and lives in Paris.



RIGHTS SOLD: RUSSIA (AST) ● CZECH REPUBLIC (Albatros Media/Motto) ● SLOVAKIA (Albatros Media/Motto) ● ROMANIA (Lider) ● KOREA (Sodam & Taeil)
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LA 2CV VERTE Manu Causse Romans français Series – Upmarket commercial fiction Publication: March 2016 256 pages – 20 €



THE GREEN 2CV An original novel tapping into various genres – road movie, thriller, fairy tale – to tell a heartwarming family story. A most touching tale, with original and endearing characters. Isaac seems like an empty little boy. He has a body; he has eyes, but seems void inside. He only screams every now and again. Ever since he was born, his parents have ceaselessly destroyed one another with constant bitterness and guilt. The father, Éric Dubon, is exhausted and distraught. But when he inherits an old, beat up 2CV at the death of his uncle, everything goes wild. Behind the wheel of his little car, he decides to remove his son from the institution where he is confined, and to run away with him. Surrounded by ghosts and old memories, the two fugitives embark on a strange journey. What happened in Éric Dubon’s past, and what are his plans for his son? With the help of a moody teen-age girl, tracked down by a mushroom-loving cop and accompanied by an arrogant and talkative kitten, the father and son duo will hit the road to live a bewitching rite of passage. The strange ride in the green 2CV is tipped to be eventful. Manu Causse uses La 2CV verte as a vehicle to speak about father-son relationships, autism and family secrets, and also tackles themes like guilt, atonement, and how one can overcome dramas. Humour, tenderness and realism fill this most unusual coming-of-age road-movie.



• In the press: « A sweet and wacky coming-of-age novel » Le Progrès « Such a fine and hopeful road-movie » Télé 7 Jours



Manu Causse was born near Paris, but grew up in Aveyron, in the South West of France. He worked as a cultural coordinator and a teacher, before giving up teaching ten years ago to dedicate himself to writing and translating. He lives in Toulouse with his wife, also a writer, and their kids.



RIGHTS SOLD: GERMANY (Droemer) ● THE NETHERLANDS (Signatuur/AW Bruna) ● ITALY (Nord/Mauri Spagnol) ● GREECE (Utopia) ● CZECH REPUBLIC (Volvox)



12



LES HERBES FOLLES Philippe Fréling HIGHLIGHT



Romans français Series – Upmarket commercial fiction Publication: January 2017 280 pages –19 € Tentative cover



WILD GRASS France in the 1950s. In a country torn apart by a colonial war, a woman takes her life into her own hands. She is a woman whose name we will never know. She lives somewhere in provincial France in the 1950s, in a country plagued by the war going on in Algeria. At 18, she meets a man, and becomes pregnant. They soon have to get married. But their marriage ends quickly, worn out by constant absence and cheating on her husband’s part. Once her divorce is finalized, the young woman leaves her infant son in the care of her own mother, and moves to the city with her brother. She works as an ushurette at a movie theatre, and meets another man there, on a night when Johnny Guitar is released. They spend several nights together, but he is a military man, and leaves one morning to return to his regiment in Algeria. Is she pregnant with him? That is what she fears and hopes for at the same time. Once her pregnancy is confirmed, she decides to keep the child of this man gone far away from her to wage war. She also decides that he will be her husband, at any cost. It is a matter of life and death. A matter of love possibly, too. Right after giving birth to her second child, she leaves her two boys in the care of her mother, to go in search of him. Les Herbes Folles tells a tale of childbearing and motherhood. It also tells a tale of birth: that of an heroine struggling to carve her identity as a woman, and refusing to settle for the loneliness her status dooms her for; and that of the two children who will be born to the world and to life. A heart-wrenching, nostalgic novel about birth, unwanted children, love and freedom, served by a remarkable, subtle writing.



A Fémis Film Academy graduate, Philippe Fréling is an author and a documentary film-maker. He is a Villa Kujoyama laureate, and divides his time between France and Japan. Les Herbes Folles is his second novel.



13



UN SI LONG CHEMIN JUSQU’À MOI Fabienne Périneau Romans Français Series – Commercial Women fiction Publication: September 2016 192 pages – 19 euros



SUCH A LONG ROAD TO MYSELF The portrait of a woman lost in her sorrow whose desire and will to live are begging to explode once again. A volcanic novel. It all begins at Roissy airport, that famous day in 2010 when the unpronounceable Icelandic volcano, Eyjiafjöll, abruptly awoke, stopping all air traffic and causing utter chaos. That same day, Mathieu, a renowned obstetrician, goes to the airport to see off his wife Arielle for her trip to Japan. Her flight is cancelled and it is impossible to find a taxi to get back to Paris. Mathieu is beside himself, but Arielle is strangely apathetic. For years, she has lived under her husband’s controlling thumb as he progressively isolated her from her friends, pushed her to give up her career in art restoration, and convinced her to take medication to calm her down, or so he says… It has only been worse since Daniel, her twin brother and confidant, died suddenly a few months ago. Her grief is overwhelming and yet, the more she cries, the more he rejects, mistreats, and humiliates her… Through the chaos in the airport and her tears, Arielle spots Jack. Jack is seductive and amazingly generous. In fact, he offers to bring them back to Paris in his car. Random chance or coincidence? Whatever the case may be, this encounter will trigger a renaissance for Arielle. Who really awakens on that fateful day: the Icelandic volcano or Arielle, who has finally decided to fight back against her existential and conjugal stupor?



• Find out more: • Matmut Award 2016 • In the press: “A brilliantly constructed novel that reads like a sentimental and soul-searching thriller, and plunges readers into a most contemporary domestic drama” La Dépêche du Midi “The deeply moving account of a self-construction “ Madame Figaro “A moving debut novel” L’Obs



Fabienne Périneau is an actress. Following her studies at the Rue Blanche School, she has played in twenty plays and thirty films. She is also the author of theatre plays, including Je ne serai plus jamais vieille (I will Never be Old Again) and Le Petit dessin de Picasso (Picasso's Little Drawing).
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ÉLOGE DE LA PASSION Carlotta Clerici HIGHLIGHT



Romans français Series – Commercial Women fiction Publication: February 2017 256 pages – 20 €



PASSION PRAISE “I left my husband after stumbling upon a man, one morning, on the shore of a lake. He reached out his hand and helped me off the boat onto the dock, and I immediately knew my life had changed forever. We looked at each other and I was his entirely, completely, body and soul, forever his. At any cost, at the risk of losing myself. Against all and everything. Being his was the only thing I could be. Matilde, an Italian musician, has lived in Paris for years. A Jazz pianist, she founded a band with two of her friends, and her career is blooming. She is married to a conductor, and they have a daughter. But despite her seemingly happy life, Matilde sinks ever deeper into a daily routine too orderly and reasonable to satisfy her, leaving her in a state of pleasureless slumber. A solo performance in Milan is tipped to change her life. On the shore of the lake by which she grew up, she meets Francesco, a photographer. Without a second thought, she surrenders body and soul to a passion that shakes all her certitudes, and wrecks all that she has built over the years. She loses herself, but far from sinking, she draws a new life force out of the perilous affair. Thanks to this sentimental tornado that questions all that her life was based on, Matilde reunites with her real self and her lust for life, and reconnects with her creativity as an artist. To finally live freely, regardless of conventional social norms.



• Find out more: The story of Matilde will appeal to many female readers. Far from being a modern-day Emma Bovary, she embodies the struggle for freedom in spite of the seeming gender equality: marital boredom, the angst of being a mother, one’s entourage’s judgemental behaviour… Éloge de la Passion is also the wonderful portrait of a woman set in the romantic surroundings of the shore of the Lake Cuomo.



•



Although she was born in Italy, by the shores of the Lake Cuomo; Carlotta Clerici has lived and worked in Paris for over twenty years. A stage director and playwright, she chose to write in French. All her plays are published and performed in both Italy and France- including Ce soir j’ovule (Les Cygnes, 2010) and L’Envol (L’Harmattan, 2005). Éloge de la passion is her debut novel.
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GÉNIE LA FOLLE Inès Cagnati Empreinte Series – Literary fiction Publication: November 2016 240 pages – 16 euros Tentative cover



NEW EDITION



CRAZY GÉNIE A powerfully moving text and a veritable ode to love between a daughter and her mother. Marie talks about her mother. Her mother, Génie, a daughter from a good family who was cast off and became an agricultural worker. Her mother with her terrible muteness that opposed everything and everyone, maliciousness, meanness, and indifference. Marie passionately and pathetically pursues the mystery of this silent shadow, a shadow that she awaits as night gathers and dreams of taking far away where she will be able to laugh once again. An intense and poignant tableau of almost terrifying beauty at the pinnacle of Inès Cagnati’s talent.



• In the press: “One rarely reads a text as beautiful and as tragic as Génie la Folle. In her second novel, Inès Cagnati shows us the depth of her exceptional talent.” Le Nouvel Observateur “This is a desperate book of chilling beauty, crisscrossed by thunderbolts of unproclaimed love.” Télérama “Sober, modest, and serious without ever being bland, it is as if this book is interiorized. A beautiful piece of writing.” Les Echos “Inès Cagnati awakens in each reader the buried awareness of the difficulty of being a child and that unspeakable solitude: a universal experience.” Le Monde • Find out more: • Génie la Folle was shortlisted for the 1976 Goncourt Award and the Femina Award, and won in 1977 the Deux Magots Award as well as the 1976 Fiction Award. • Inès Cagnati’s debut novel, Jour de congé won the Roger Nimier Award in 1973. Previously translated into Korean, Greek, Swedish, Serbian, and Slovenian. All rights have reverted to Denoël and are currently available.



Inès Cagnati (1937-2007) is a French novelist. From a family of Italian immigrants, she grew up in a rural region in the South West France where her parents were farmers. After studying literature, she passed the French national exam to become a teacher. Her childhood in a rural setting as well as her struggle to integrate into society strongly influenced her works. In one way or another, all four of her novels explore these themes. Génie la Folle, her second novel, received the Deux Magots Award in 1977.
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PORNARINA Raphaël Eymery HIGHLIGHT



Lunes d’encre Series – Science-fiction Publication: June 2017 240 pages – 19 € Tentative cover



A debut novel unlike any other: bold, macabre, and exhilarating. Pornarina has been beblooding Europe in secret for decades. The handful of people who know about her existence - they are called pornarinologists - gave her a nickname: the horse-headed prostitute. She is supposed to have killed dozens of people. Now in his nineties, Doctor Blazek is a renowned teratologist. He lives in a fortified castle with his twenty-four-year-old adopted daughter Antonie. The young contortionist assists the doctor with his obsessive hunt for Pornarina, but soon becomes estranged with her adopted father, as she is turned of by the pornarinologists’ deviancy. Will she find her salvation in the mysterious figure of the horse-headed prostitute? At once an incredible journey into the heart of a European Addams family, and a macabre comedy conjuring up the great French tradition of Grand Guignol theatre, Pornarina captivates with its literary boldness and constant ingenuity, and explores the theme of the mythologization of serial killers against a backdrop of gender war.



Raphaël Eymery was born in 1987. He holds a master’s degree in literature from the University of Tours. Dreampress.com and La Musardine published his short stories. Pornarina is his debut novel.
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LATIUM VOLUME 1 Romain Lucazeau Lunes d’encre Series – Science fiction Publication: October 2016 600 pages – 22 euros Tentative cover



The space opera event of Fall 2016! In a distant future, the human species has been wiped out by a mysterious evil, the Slaughter. Following man’s extinction, a people of intelligent robots remain that have metamorphosed into giant stellar space ships. Within the confines of Urbs, orphaned by their creators’ and their gods’ demise, these neurotic and lonely space princes and princesses await the inevitable invasion of an alien race. Despite their formidable strength, their programming prevents them from opposing these invaders. Plautine is one of these intelligent robots. The last to believe in the mystical return of Man, she has drifted for centuries within Latium. Her ancient ally, the ambitious proconsul Othon, also lives in exile, but on a far-off planet. He has a secret weapon: a new race of dog-men, heroic and primitive warriors that he intends to turn into his auxiliary soldiers. When Plautine detects a mysterious signal like the recollection of a very ancient event that she no longer remembers clearly, she knows that her quest has begun. She doesn’t know yet to what extent her fate is intertwined with the war that Othon is preparing to wage. Latium is a space opera with blazing galactic battles and particularly twisted power struggles. A great and dizzying science-fiction opus, worthy of a Dan Simmons or an Iain M. Banks.



• In the press: “A great Scifi show” Biblioteca Magazine “Some may feel that conjuring up the ghost of Dan Simmons might be a step too far but we are unafraid to take it” Bifrost Magazine “A space opera with epic space battles and a winding plot. A dizzying sci-fi spectacle” Ouest-France “Latium was the major Sci-Fi event of these last few months (…) and possesses uncanny range and panache” L’Hebdo Suisse



Romain Lucazeau, a specialist in philosophy, taught at the Institut d’Études Politiques and at La Sorbonne Paris IV University before shifting gears to economic strategy advising. Latium, the fruit of six years of work, is his first novel.
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LATIUM VOLUME 2 Romain Lucazeau Lunes d’encre Series – Science fiction Publication: November 2016 600 pages – 22 euros Tentative cover



The space opera event of Fall 2016 continues! After the battle that pitted the enormous Transitoria ship against the barbarians from beyond the boundaries of Latium, Othon and Plautine go to Urbs, the robot city and the center of all things. There, another war is brewing: a merciless battle for the absolute power that Othon covets. Meanwhile, the barbarian threat is becoming more and more pressing and the enigma of the disappearance of the human species still needs to be resolved. Plautine can feel it: after thousands of years of searching, she has never been closer to the truth. Feeding off of Leibniz’ philosophy and Cornelian theatre, Latium is a space opera with blazing galactic battles and particularly twisted power struggles. A great and dizzying science-fiction opus worthy of a Dan Simmons or an Iain M. Banks.



• In the press: “A great Scifi show” Biblioteca Magazine “Some may feel that conjuring up the ghost of Dan Simmons might be a step too far but we are unafraid to take it” Bifrost Magazine “A space opera with epic space battles and a winding plot. A dizzying sci-fi spectacle” Ouest-France “Latium was the major Sci-Fi event of these last few months (…) and possesses uncanny range and panache” L’Hebdo Suisse



Romain Lucazeau, a specialist in philosophy, taught at the Institut d’Études Politiques and at La Sorbonne Paris IV University before shifting gears to economic strategy advising. Latium, the fruit of six years of work, is his first novel.
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NON-FICTION
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ILS SE CROYAIENT LES MEILLEURS Histoire des grandes erreurs de management



Christine Kerdellant Impacts Series – Non-Fiction/Management Publication : February 2016 528 pages – 21,50 €



WE WERE THE BEST: A HISTORY OF CEO’S BIGGEST MISTAKES What if success was overrated? The virtues of learning through trial and error are the central subject of this documented and refreshing investigation on CEO’s biggest blunders. From Bill Gates’s or Steve Jobs’s stillborn projects to Jean-Marie Messier’s dreams of greatness, from Kodak’s refusal to acknowledge the potential of digital photography to Mamie Nova making fun of grandmothers, from the failure of the Barbie doll in China to that of Renault cars in India, from Madoff’s and Kerviel’s fraudulently spectacular performances to the “scheduled” explosion of the Challenger space shuttle, from Orange to Google and Volkswagen, 150 major business blunders are put under scrutiny. Some of them are famous, others have never been scrutinized this closely before, and all are revisited through tales brimming with anecdotes and revelations. Far from being just a mere catalogue of bad ideas from leading businessmen, Ils se croyaient les meilleurs is a reference publication when it comes to decision-making. It analyses the main types of errors, and draws lessons from them in terms of strategy, marketing and human resource management, an all-the-more necessary approach as one never learns from success, only mistakes allow one to get better, and planetary triumphs have never been made by do-gooders.



• In the press: “Christine Kerdellant is the author of a didactic and refreshing work where she chooses to put failure in its right place: that of the necessary step towards success.” Valeurs Actuelles “Beyond a simple catalogue of management errors from around the world, this is a reference book regarding decision taking, advice to young entrepreneurs, decision makers and bosses who are slow to dare.” HEC Christine Kerdellant was an entrepreneur before becoming a novelist, a journalist and a conference speaker. She is the author of about fifteen essays on economics and novels. RIGHTS SOLD: CHINA (Turing Book)
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GRAPHIC BOOKS
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PAIEMENT ACCEPTÉ Ugo Bienvenu HIGHLIGHT



Denoël Graphic Series – Graphic novel Publication: May 2017 144 pages – 22,90 € Size: 21x27 cm – Hardback – Black&white and Coloured illustrations Tentative cover



ACCEPTED PAYMENT A deep and powerful graphic novel about ambition, creation, and the movie industry. The year 2045. Filmmaker Charles Bernet works on a forthcoming motion picture. Tipped to be the crowning point of his prestigious career spanning thirty years, he has worked on its screenplay since his prime. He leads a pleasant life in his luxurious automated home, with a wife who hardly ever ages at his side. Media-savvy and cunning, he excels at staying in the spotlight and devising clever ways to fund his new project. The shooting starts, but soon a brutal train accident cuts it short, leaving Charles paralysed on a hospital bed. Gustave, an up and coming director, is chosen to take his stead. Will this inexperienced young man destroy what Charles considers to be the work of his lifetime? And could this elusive Scrabble teacher met during physiotherapy teach him how to beat his terrible ordeal? Ugo Bienvenu uses the destiny of a man at the peak of his life, suddenly thrown off his pedestal by fate, to deliver a powerful and thought-provoking book reflecting on some of his pet subjects: the very nature of creation, ambition, losing control and the ups and downs of the movie industry. An album with outstanding images, a clearly cinematic narrative structure, and a pop quirk, it conjures up in an epic yet intimate manner a future so near it could very well be our present. With this new foray into the world of comics after his successful adaptation of David Vann’s Sukkwan Island, Ugo Bienvenu, who is also a noted music video director, and currently works on his debut feature film, further establishes himself as a new leading voice in the French realistic graphic tradition, previously embodied by the likes of Raymond Poïvet and Paul Gillon, which he reinvents with his energy and the codes of a new generation.



Ugo Bienvenu started his training at Ecole Estienne before joining the Animation Course at The Gobelins School. In 2010, during a stay at the Californian Institute of the Arts in Los Angeles, he takes an interest in experimental animation, and directs his first short film, Je t’aime. Upon his return to France, he starts working for Miyu Productions, and goes on to direct Une Île, a film which opened the Mexico City International Festival, a music video called “Singing” for Agoria, a music video called “Voyage Chromatique” with his fellow Kevin Manach, a film called Maman, the animated section of the feature film Le soldat méconnu, and a series of short films around the figure of super hero Ant Man for Marvel. He currently works with Manach on Domenica, his first animation feature film. Sukkwan Island, his debut graphic novel, was published in 2014 by Denoël Graphic, and in 2016 by Folio.
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PAIEMENT ACCEPTÉ Ugo Bienvenu
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L’ASSASSINAT DE THEODOR HERZL Camille de Toledo & Alexander Pavlenko HIGHLIGHT



Denoël Graphic Series – Graphic novel Publication: March 2018 144 pages – 22,90 € Size: 21x27 cm – Hardback – Coloured illustrations



THE ASSASSINATION OF THEODOR HERZL Illia Brodsky is a Luftmensch, a « man without a land », a child from a shtetl chased away from home by the pogroms in Russia. Now a wandering Jew, his fate as a man has been shaped by various ordeals and learning curves. Along his path, he comes across another Jew, an Austro-Hungarian journalist named Theodor Herzl. The inventor and foremost theoretician of the concept of Zionism, this historical figure enjoys a brilliant career under the benign rule of the Habsburgs. When these two individuals as far removed from one another as can be in every imaginable way encounter by chance in London, a confrontation arises, that between two radically different visions of Jewishness: the Diaspora versus the Return to the Promise Land… The Mittel-Europa quality of Russian artist Alexander Pavlenko’s graphic style, at times akin to that of Frans Masereel’s etchings, adds a new and singular layer to Camille de Toledo’s thought-provoking reflections, and highlights his efforts to decipher the moral and political compass of our times. Their collaboration will be released in early 2018 in the Denoël Graphic Series, as part of the 70th anniversary celebrations of the founding of the State of Israel, and aims to contribute to a crucial ongoing debate: what should be the destiny of a unique people whose cultural and intellectual influence immensely enriched mankind?



After reading history, political sciences, law, literature, cinema and photography in Paris, London and New York, Camille de Toledo won a scholarship for a residency at Villa Medicis in 2004. The following year, he released the first volume of an ambitious body of work, a “fictional archaeology”: L’Inversion de Hieronymous Bosch (Verticales, 2005), followed by Vies et morts d’un terroriste américain (Verticales, 2007). He is also the author of essays encompassing multiple genres: memoirs, reviews, micro-fictions, poetry (Le hêtre et le bouleau. Essai sur la tristesse européenne, Le Seuil 2009, Oublier, trahir, puis disparaître, Le Seuil, 2014). He also wrote an opera libretto, La Chute de Fukuyama. His forthcoming book, Le livre de la faim et de la soif, will be released in February 2017 by Gallimard. L’assassinat de Theodor Herzl is the first ever foray into the world of graphic novels for this multi-faceted talent. Toledo lives in Berlin. Alexander Pavlenko is a Russian graphic artist. He made a name for himself in his native Russia and in Germany by illustrating Russian literature classics (Tolstoy, Gogol, Dostoievski) and major contemporary Sci-Fi authors (Jack Vance, Philip José Farmer, A.E. Van Vogt, J.G. Ballard). His debut graphic novel (Jeux d’ombres de la Grande Catherine) was released in German in 2009. He recently contributed to Camille de Toledo’s forthcoming novel at Gallimard.
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L’ASSASSINAT DE THEODOR HERZL Camille de Toledo & Alexander Pavlenko
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L’AILE BRISÉE Antonio Altarriba & Kim Translated from Spanish by Alexandra Carrasco



Denoël Graphic Series – Graphic novel Publication: March 2016 240 pages – 23,50 € Size: 16x23 cm – Softcover with flaps – Black&white illustrations



THE BROKEN WING After L’Art de voler, the heartrending biography of his father, Altarriba is back with an equally harrowing account of a century of Spain’s violent history – this time through the story of his mother. After the international success of L’Art de voler (2011), wherein he artfully mixed the harrowing destiny of his father with an entire century of Spanish history, Antonio Altarriba resumes his collaboration with the graphic artist Kim. This time around, he turns the sharp lens of his memory onto his mother. The century of violence and turmoil described in the first volume is revisited from the point of the view of the Spanish woman. Petra, the author’s mother, killed her own mother when she was born. This childbirth death was a seminal tragedy that defined the rest of her life. Right from birth, she is molested by her father, who considers she is to blame for this “murder”. In spite of this, she will remain devoted to this brutal and depressive man. A man who was a jack of all trades and worked simultaneously as a barber, a tobacconist, a nurse, and a playwright whose plays were performed in village squares. Mistreated and despised by her siblings, and finally raped, Petra eventually leaves for the city to work as a cleaning maid for the Military Governor of Zaragoza. Thanks to her sense of dedication and discretion, she rapidly gets promoted to the position of head housekeeper of a prominent member of the Establishment, a man who is at once a royalist and a fierce opponent to the Franco regime, yet another Spanish paradox. Petra, a dashing looking young woman who, under a congenial appearance, hides a deep-rooted disgust of men, ends up marrying Antonio Altarriba Senior, the author’s father. An author who, for most of his life, considered his mother to be a cold and timid woman, wounded by the ways of a country where male chauvinism prevails, and who had found solace in obtuse bigotry. It is only in her very last moments, on Petra’s deathbed, that he finally discovers the impossible secret of her “broken wing”, a secret which painfully echoes with her husband’s unfulfilled desire to fly, and paints a portrait of his mother that proves radically different from the one he had anticipated.



• In the press: “A beautiful lesson on history and humanity” L’Express “A graphic novel that tackles with nuance and subtlety all the topics it deals with, whether the story of his mother Petra’s wedding, or the history of Spain in the 20th century.” Le Figaro Littéraire “Simply brilliant” Les Inrockuptibles



RIGHTS SOLD:



SPAIN (Norma, Castilian/Basque/Catalan, World rights) ● PORTUGAL (Levoir) ● BRAZIL (Veneta) ● GERMANY (Avant Verlag) ● KOREA (Image Frame) ● TURKEY (Versus)
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L’AILE BRISÉE Antonio Altarriba & Kim
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L’ART DE VOLER Antonio Altarriba & Kim Translated from Spanish by Alexandra Carrasco Denoël Graphic Series – Graphic novel Size: 16x23 cm – Softcover with flaps – Black&white illustrations Publication: March 2011 224 pages – 22 €



THE ART OF FLYING This book was born from a real life event: the suicide of Antonio Altarriba Lope, who, at the age of 90 years, at the eve of a life filled with struggle, sorrows and disappointments, threw himself off the fourth floor of his retirement home, where he had spent his last days, to finally fly freely. His son, Antonio Altarriba, found pages where he had recorded the everyday details of his life and used it to write this astonishing (bio)graphic novel. Antonio Altarriba Lope was born at the dawn of the 20th century in Peñaflor, a small village near Zaragoza. He decides to leave for good, and soon becomes one of the millions of homeless, penniless, unemployed, endlessly humiliated Spaniards who found themselves at the wrong end of history in the making. A life thread interwoven with hopes, struggles, defeats and deprivations. The doomed alliance with the Anarchists during the civil war… Four comrades fighting for survival in the aftermath of the military uprising… Being a fugitive in Catalonia in the midst of the 1939’ retreat… An exile in a France that signed a non-intervention agreement with Franco, five months prior to the outbreak of WWII. Altarriba Lope ended up returning to Franco’s Spain, only to know a new kind of domestic exile, a ghastly fate that many Spaniards were faced with upon their return to their homeland… A scholar, a screenwriter and a well-known novelist in his native Spain, Antonio Altarriba first rose to prominence in France with L’art de voler, an outstanding graphic novel devised in collaboration with Kim, and published by Denoël Graphic in 2011 and on its way to become an international hit, so far translated in several languages. Kim was born in Barcelona. In 1977, he created the character Martinez El Facha, for El Jueves, a caricature of the extreme right in Spain. L’Art de voler won several prizes in Spain, including the prestigious Premio Nacional de Cómic, and sold more than 40 000 copies in France.



RIGHTS SOLD: UNITED KINGDOM (Cape/World English Rights) ● SPAIN (Norma/Castilian, World rights) ● PORTUGAL (Levoir) ● BRAZIL (Veneta) ● GERMANY (Avant Verlag) ● KOREA (Image Frame) ● TURKEY (Versus)
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L’AILE BRISÉE L’ART DE VOLER Antonio Altarriba & Kim Translated from Spanish by Alexandra Carrasco



• In the press: “After L’Art de voler, which was dedicated to his father, Spanish writer Antonio Altarriba reunites with the graphic artist Kim to deliver L’Aile brisée, which tells the story of his mother, a silent hardworking woman in Franco’s Spain, through the men in her life. The authors must be credited with the great merit of having successfully conjured up their humble lives, and instilled them with a sense of tragic strength. Through them, the destiny of an entire nation burdened and lessened by its leaders is finally restored.” Libération “With Kim, master of black and white nuances, Altarriba describes the difficult life of this woman, secluded to religion since she could not become emancipated in a macho and dictatorial country. […] It is also the finely tuned homage of a son to his mother.” M Le Magazine du Monde “This outstanding graphic novel is the second volume in a family diptych. Imbued with neo-realism, it offers a fresh point of view on Spain’s contemporary history, and the massive shadow still cast upon it by Franco’s regime.” DBD “Altarriba traces back her mother’s trajectory, and depicts Spain under Franco’s suffocating rule.” Livres Hebdo “A captivating social chronicle further enhanced by Kim’s intense and subdued graphic style.” L’Obs “A graphic novel that tackles with nuance and subtlety all the topics it deals with, whether the story of his mother Petra’s wedding, or the history of Spain in the 20th century.” Le Figaro Littéraire “L’Aile Brisée is much more than a simple biography: it is the powerful testimony of a child of the last century.” ActuaBD
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GIVE PEACE A CHANCE Marcelino Truong Denoël Graphic Series – Graphic Novel Size: 17 x 23 cm – Softcover with book jacket Black&white and Coloured illustrations Publication: November, 2015 272 pages – 24,90€



The eagerly awaited sequel to Une si jolie petite guerre, the beautiful autobiographical graphic novel in which Marcelino Truong shared the intimate dramas experienced by his family when faced with the early stages of the Vietnam War in Saigon. Marcelino Truong was only six when his parents left Vietnam, a country where the US presence had only intensified since 1961. After this chaotic phase, brilliantly told in Une si jolie petite guerre, his family moves to London. His father was a diplomat and an interpreter for president Ngô Dinh Diêm, who ended up being assassinated during the 1963 coup. He struggles to build a new life for his wife, who is suffering from increasingly violent bipolar spells, and his four kids. For Marco, his brother Dominique and his two sisters, the time has come to discover a new and exciting world: London during the swinging sixties. The youth listens to a new kind of music, that of the Beatles, the Stones, the Who, the Kinks and Jimi Hendrix. A youth full of contradictions, torn between peace-loving hedonism, a phenomenon that reaches its apex in Woodstock in 1969, and a strong sentimental bond to a wounded Vietnam, whose conflict is over-simplified and caricatured by propaganda of all kinds. A youth stuck in-between the tragedy of a civil war, and the excitement of non-stop partying in magnificent town houses inhabited by beautiful people, between the terrifying sound of bomber planes and the electrifying sound of guitars. Just like in his previous book, Marcelino Truong strikes a miraculous balance between family chronicle and history in the making. Give Peace a Chance conveys the same exacting perspective upon not simply youth and teenage, but also the very nature of a conflict so complex it is still being fathomed today. Once again, the voice of the “defeated” takes centre stage, not to get even or reenact the battle, but rather to assess with a cool head and a fair heart the respective wrongs, the mistakes on each side, and the horrors perpetrated by all. Placed under the influence of John Lennon’s voice, and borrowing the name of one of his songs, Give Peace a Chance is first and foremost a wonderful Bildungsroman, a great tale of initiation. Marcelino Truong is a painter and an illustrator for the press and the publishing world, as well as the author of graphic novels. He is also the author of numerous albums for the youth. Une si jolie petite guerre is his first graphic novel published by Denoël Graphic (2012).



RIGHTS SOLD: CANADA (Arsenal Pulp/World English Rights)
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GIVE PEACE A CHANCE Marcelino Truong
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UNE SI JOLIE PETITE GUERRE Marcelino Truong Denoël Graphic Series – Graphic Novel Size: 16x23 cm - Softcover with book jacket Black&white and Coloured illustrations Publication: October, 2012 224 pages – 24.90 €



SUCH A LOVELY LITTLE WAR In January 1961, John F. Kennedy becomes the 35th President of the United States. Determined to contain communism in Asia, he launches Project Beef-Up, designed to reinforce American military and economical aid to the Republic of Vietnam. Such is the political background, when little Marcelino Truong follows his family to Saigon, in July 1961. His French mother of four is a busy housewife, whilst his Vietnamese father, Truong Buu Khanh, works as a junior South Vietnamese diplomat. In Saigon, Mr Khanh is appointed Director of Vietnam-Press, and is frequently summoned to the Independence Palace, where he serves as an interpreter for President Ngô Dinh Diêm. He thus becomes a privileged witness of the nation-building endeavors of a nationalist government - construed by many in the liberal West as authoritarian - rejecting a past of French colonial domination, while at grips with a vicious subversive war initiated by its totalitarian communist neighbor North Vietnam, led by Uncle Ho Chi Minh. Marcelino revisits his childhood memories and offers a subtle, entertaining and objective depiction of the South Vietnamese capital's bustling life, as it is engaged in an increasingly nasty war. Whilst US military hardware flows in, Viet Cong terrorism and proselytizing develops. A state of emergency is proclaimed by President Diem of South Vietnam. General mobilization is proclaimed, while plotting generals mount coup after coup. President Diem is assassinated on November 1, 1963, only twenty days before JFK is shot by Lee Harvey Oswald in Dallas. History and family stories intertwine in this brilliant graphic novel conjuring bygone places, times and events that changed America's position in the world. Marcelino Truong brings new light to the efforts of those South Vietnamese citizens who rid to build a non-communist democracy, along Western lines. Marcelino Truong was born in 1957 in the Philippines. A graduate of the Parisian Institute of Political Science, and of English literature at the Sorbonne, he is a self-taught artist illustrator and painter. He is the author or illustrator of countless picture-books for young readers and was awarded the Bologna Book Fair Prize in 1995. Marcelino Truong regularly contributes illustrations to various periodicals, such as ELLE or French daily Libération. A father of three daughters, he lives and works in Paris.



RIGHTS SOLD: CANADA (Arsenal Pulp /World English Rights) ● SPAIN (Spaceman Books/Castilian, EU Rights) ● BRAZIL (Positivo) ● GERMANY (Egmont)
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UNE SI JOLIE PETITE GUERRE Marcelino Truong Denoël Graphic Series – Graphic Novel Size: 16x23 cm - Softcover with book jacket Black&white and Coloured illustrations Publication: October, 2012 224 pages – 24.90 euros



• In the press: “Marcelino Truong mixes historical and private events and depicts with soft colours the agony of a family torn between two cultures, and that of a country in the midst of a conflict, as seen through the eyes of the child he once was. At once lucid and moving.” Elle “The intimate unfolding of History in the making.” Libération “A terribly moving and realistic account (…) A must read testimony.” Les Échos “At once a harrowing family saga and a little piece of Vietnam’s history.” Le Figaro “Marcelino Truong’s childhood memories take on a poignant dimension. They’re also compelling, as they describe with strength events that contributed, in their own time, to change the world order.” 20 Minutes “A flawless and exciting historical reconstitution, Une si jolie petite guerre depicts the inexorable vicious cercle that led to one of the major conflicts of the XXth century : the Vietnam war. As such, Marcelino Truong’s album is as valuable a document as the best historical studies dedicated to this subject.” Télérama “A narrative at once touching and spot on, wherein sepia-coloured history sometimes bursts with colours. A superb testimony.” L’Amour des livres “A first-rate work of graphic memoir dealing with a pivotal period in modern American history” Kirkus Review “Truong’s bold linework, with spot color that periodically explodes into full watercolor illustrations, brings the era to vibrant life.” Publishers Weekly (Starred Review)
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ILLUSTRATED BOOKS
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LA SHOAH ET LA BANDE DESSINÉE Didier Pasamonik et Joël Kotek Exhibition catalogue of the Shoah Memorial Denoël Graphic Series – Exhibition catalogue Publication: January 2017 Size 21x30 cm – Hardcover – Black&white and Coloured illustrations 144 pages – 29,90€



The depiction of the Holocaust through the prism of graphic narrative, from 1944 to present time. Contemporary memory has carved a special niche for the Shoah, an unprecedented event in modern history. It is no wonder why this milestone in horror, although its deeply universal nature, is so difficult to narrate. How could one seriously consider really telling it like it was when it comes to Treblinka or Sobibor, especially with images as a sole vehicle? Such moments in time are beyond reason. Or, as Primo Levi put it: “Hier ist kein warum” (Here, there is no why). Yet no historical event, no matter how extreme, can escape fiction. With extreme caution, clumsiness, and even a tad touch of shyness, Comics artists tackled with the subject of the Shoah. Many failed. Some nailed it, like Art Spiegelman with Maus. But regardless of this one masterpiece, how, and since when, have Comics artists explored the topic? How real did they get when depicting sheer horror? And what themes and motifs and symbols have they used? How was the Shoah depicted through the prism of graphic narrative, whether in US comics (who could forget about the scene in the X-Men series when a young Magneto escapes the death camps?) or in their Belgian/French counterparts, with Calvo’s La Bête est morte, which addressed the theme as early as 1944. These are the questions the exhibition held at the Mémorial de la Shoah in Paris from January to October 2017 will answer. Over a hundred and twenty pieces by the greatest names (Calvo, Will Eisner, Joe Kubert, Art Spiegelman) as well as by unknown ones, will be displayed. The catalogue, whose editorial content was contributed by a collective of contemporary historians and connoisseurs of the Comics scene, ambitions to broaden the perspective by questioning the very visual sources of these attempts at showing what cannot be shown. It also aims at establishing their significance and relevance, their reach and limitations. Ultimately, it also aims at deciphering how the taboo of the Jewish genocide has become over the course of time the very measuring unit of Horror, a totem.



A publisher, a journalist, an art show curator and a community manager of the website ActuaBD, Didier Pasamonik is also in charge of special comics issues for the weekly magazine L’Express. Joël Kotek is a Belgian political specialist and historian. He also teaches political science, and is the author of many books on the subject of the Shoah.
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LA SHOAH ET LA BANDE DESSINÉE Didier Pasamonik et Joël Kotek Exhibition catalogue of the Shoah Memorial
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SEMPÉ À NEW YORK Sempé NEW EDITION



Illustrated book Publication: November 2016 Size: 23x17 cm – Coloured illustrations 320 pages – 28 €



A sumptuous immersion into Sempé’s gentle and poetic universe, mixed with the frantic rhythm and colorful whirlwind that define New York. As far back as his adolescence in Bordeaux, Sempé dreamt of joining the family of artists that worked for the New Yorker, the prestigious American magazine whose spirit he so admired. That dream began possible in 1978 and he regularly went to New York to work with a team that gave him complete freedom. Although he was French, Sempé drew more than one hundred covers and just as many cartoons, an unprecedented pace in the history of this American magazine. For the first time ever, this volume brings together these New York drawings, including many that have never been published before, accompanied by an interview with Marc Lecarpentier, the former managing editor and president of Télérama. These drawings express the joy of living in a unique city, with its carefree cats and its tiny humans, its frenzy, its clouds, its giant scale, its jazzmen, and its forgotten gardens. “One always gets the feeling that his drawings are the best to have ever been done.” Libération ”These slices of New-York life move and bless us with long moments of pure magic.” Version Femina “It is no longer drawing: we must now call it art.” Madame Figaro “From these drawings, a whisper emerges, along with halos, a mysterious approval of the living for the moment, a sense of wonder and even ravishment.” Le Point “Sempé adorns our day-to-day lives with a melancholic magic, a perpetual delight.” Le Choc du mois “A splendid book. 320 pages of pure humour and tenderness.” Pèlerin Magazine “Timeless, Jean-Jacques Sempé’s infinitely delicate humour comes under the sensitive and the intimate.” Le Républicain • Find out more: Bilingual French/English edition with six previously unpublished covers of the New Yorker.



•



Jean-Jacques Sempé was born in Bordeaux in 1932. His rich career began in the 1960s and would give rise to more than thirty albums and characters as legendary as Le Petit Nicolas (Little Nicholas, along with Goscinny), Marcellin Caillou (Martin Pebble), and Raoul Taburin. Over time, he has become one of the most famous and popular artists in the world.



RIGHTS SOLD: UK (Phaidon/ World English Rights) ● GERMANY (Diogenes) ● KOREA (Open Books) ● ITALY (Donzelli) ● JAPAN (Disk Union) ● CHINA (Shanghai Translation Publishing)
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SEMPÉ À NEW YORK Sempé
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Judith BECQUERIAUX Rights Manager [email protected] Tel.: 00 33 1 44 39 73 76 Benjamin EHALT Rights Assistant [email protected] Tel.: 00 33 1 44 39 73 86



General contact: [email protected]



www.denoel.fr
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