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Matthieu Jung LE TRIOMPHE DE THOMAS ZINS (THE TRIUMPH OF THOMAS ZINS)



N O V E L



T H E AU T H O R Matthieu Jung was born in Nancy and lives in Paris. Among other books, he authored Principe de précaution (Stock, 2009) and Vous êtes nés à la bonne époque (Stock, 2011).



T t h s



T H E BO O K There’s no getting away from it… With those words begins this generous novel recounting life of Thomas Zins, a young man of the 1980s. Thomas has great dreams, yet this epic tale tells us more of the inner man, for nothing in his world seems to merit his attention as well as himself. Destiny presents him with a great adventure: that of absolute love, a legendary love. Her name is Celine Schaller, she has “magnificent grey-blue eyes, outlined by too much make-up that gives her face a vulgar look”. As they enter tenth grade, and Thomas strives to become a man, a mere glance from Celine is enough to make his entire being tremble. After this first thrill, Thomas gains momentum but having obtained the only thing he ever sought for valid reasons at such an early age, he spends the next ten years spoiling his triumph. Eternally unsatisfied, he launches a race for grandeur and falls prey to tougher practitioners in the art of corruption who can perceive the profit to be made from maintaining his illusions. In France, as Chirac takes over from Fabius as Prime Minister, where Renaud, Gainsbourg and Les Rita Mitsouko jostle for the N° 1 slot in the Top 50 and Bernard Giraudeau, Gérard Lanvin and Valérie Kaprisky adorn the cinema billboards, Matthieu Jung tells Le Triomphe de Thomas Zins, an apprenticeship novel that’s devilishly modern in its devices yet recalls the classics of the genre, because the central character is a great romantic hero.



T t F i l N i a s a



“A book with great span, astonishing power of incarnation and depth. Exactly what we hope for as the fall season opens – though often in vain: a great book, indisputably a must.” France Culture “A tour de force (…) and a captivating chronicle of the 80s” Le Figaro
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Sibylle Grimbert LA LIESSE (JUBILATION)



FORTHCOMING IN JANUARY 2018 TH E A UT HOR La Liesse is Sibylle Grimbert’s tenth novel. Editions Anne Carrière published her Le fils de Sam Green (2013) and Avant les singes (2016). TH E BOOK The possession of a little girl told by her demon. For centuries, Ganaël had dreamt of possessing a human being when he met Laure, a lively ten-year-old girl, so kind and so funny. Now he is inside her, and he recounts his irresistible possession of Laure. Soon, he’ll be able to teach her the cruelty, voracity, and total lack of pity he came to spread in the world. But human beings are so unpredictable; nothing goes as planned… What does happen is even worse…



N O V E L
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Marina Carrère d’Encausse UNE FEMME ENTRE DEUX MONDES (A WOMAN BETWEEN TWO WORLDS)



N O V E L



T H E AU T H O R Marina Carrère d’Encausse, host of the TV show Le Magazine de la santé with Michel Cymes, published Alcool: les jeunes trinquent and Une femme blessée with Editions Anne Carrière.



T R L b V T w c H p b c W T b C c s D f i k t o



T H E BO O K Divorcee and mother of two teenagers, Valerie is a journalist and a writer. Everything she touches is blessed with success, or so it seems… because the truth is that Valery isn’t a happy woman. She feels her life is built on lies, and that her demons are hindering – even prohibiting – her search for happiness. This explains why she accepts a new boyfriend who, after showing his almost perfect side, reveals a more perverse and abusive nature; yet she stays. Even worse – she submits to his mistreatment, believing she deserves to suffer. But a meeting changes her life when she visits a prison to promote her latest book. There, she meets Nathalie, a long-term inmate. They start writing to each other then, in the visiting room, become friends. Their friendship evolves into an ardent love affair. While Valerie thinks she is helping Nathalie, it turns out to be quite the opposite. The prisoner, and the two women’s shared experiences oblige Valerie to search in her past to know and gain understanding of herself. To live, at last. Une femme entre deux mondes is a novel about secrets, the attraction that sparks from repressed suffering and the fervent hope of renaissance.
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Canesi & Rahmani VILLA TAYLOR ON THE ACADÉMIE GONCOURT’S LIST OF BOOKS TO READ THIS SUMMER TH E A UT HORS Michel Canesi and Jamil Rahmani are both doctors. Their first novel, Le Syndrome de Lazare, was adapted for film by André Téchiné under the title Les Témoins. Villa Taylor is their fifth novel. TH E BOOK Diane, sharp young executive who knows exactly where she’s going, is the successful director of a Parisian investment bank. Her dizzying professional rise to fame is the polar opposite of her private life, which might be described in one word: a desert. Its arid zones correspond to the grey areas of her childhood. When her grandmother dies, she finds herself heir to the mythical Villa Taylor in Marrakech. Some of the greatest figures of the 20th century have been guests there – Theodore Roosevelt, Winston Churchill, Charlie Chaplin. Churchill stayed there several times and during W2, and painted the only canvas adorning its walls. But the villa also holds the keys to Diane’s past, scrupulously concealed by her family. Diane’s first idea is to sell the villa; but this mysterious residence, protected from the world by its luxurious park, seems to resist her plans. Then Diane is revisited by the desire to find out more about the mother she has never known. The last inhabitants of the Villa Taylor: Halima, the governess, Ahmed, the blind gardener and Agathe, her grandmother’s friend, help her lift the veil on all the enigmas. “With Villa Taylor, Michel Canesi & Jamil Rahmani (…) have succeeded in writing a classic French novel, devilishly psychological and full of generosity (each hero is a living plea for ethnic mix, harmonious coexistence between cultures and religions), rich in suspense and twists and turns.” Le Magazine Littéraire “Villa Taylor is a multi-facetted book that can be read as a psychological thriller, a travelogue or a novel that reveals other places, other customs. (…) A joy to read.” Le Figaro Littéraire “The perfectly controlled plot makes the narrative passionate reading (…) Both authors have succeeded in deploying exuberant imagination. Their writing style is impeccable and sure. Quality rarely achieved.” Paris Match
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Nicolas Robin ROLAND EST MORT (ROLAND IS DEAD)



N O V E L



T H E AU T H O R Nicolas Robin was born in the Landes in 1976. He works in the tourist industry and travels the world.



T o E



T H E BO O K Roland is dead. His neighbour across the landing, a man nearing his forties, unemployed and very much alone, finds out from the man downstairs. Roland died eight days ago, head in his poodle’s dog biscuit bag. The neighbour can’t say he really knew him – but he should have guessed: he hadn’t heard Mireille Mathieu’s songs for days! The emergency services came to take the body away and solve the problem of the dog by giving it to a neighbour. Then the neighbour had a visitor: the man from the funeral parlour came to give him the urn containing the dead man’s ashes. What on earth was he supposed to do with these ‘gifts’ – more of a curse than a blessing? The neighbour spares no efforts to get rid of them, but deep down, does he really want to?



T I w t s d l



I a t c s A f t I r



This book is uncategorizable. Nevertheless, the force of the text and the immense sensitivity it emanates indisputably leave their mark, and we feel regret on reaching the last page.



“ b p



“Between a huis-clos and a road movie, this cynical yet tender comedy probes the theme of solitude with great delicacy. Droll, sincere, bathed in emotion (…) A gem.” Metronews “Behind the often laconic style, sensitivity is always lying in ambush in this extremely original novel.” L’Express “Outstandingly well-written, packed with natural mischief and a delightful imagination.” Le Parisien “A treasure of black humour” Paris Match “The wit is sparkling, with a touch of ferocious irony that occasionally pauses to let a gleam of poignant tenderness appear.” Marie France
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Sold in Germany (Blanvalet), Italy (Gremese), Korea (Balgunsesang Publishing)
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Nicolas Robin JE NE SAIS PAS DIRE JE T’AIME (I DON’T KNOW HOW TO SAY I LOVE YOU)



n t



THE AUTHOR Nicolas Robin, 40, is the author of Roland est mort, published in 2016 by Les Editions Anne Carrière.



r , t



TH E BOOK Paris: you love it or you leave it. It’s a daily injunction for the man or woman whose face regularly ends up squashed against the window in a jam-packed tube, who slaloms between puddles of urine and pigeon droppings, who is jostled in the street by some lout who’s begging for a good thumping.



s t e s d



e l



In this Parisian hustle and bustle, Francine unearths a long-buried past at a town-hall counter, Juliette dreams of someday selling merchandise other than shoes to customers with smelly feet, Joachim becomes an unwilling celebrity through being dumped live on TV, and Ben watches his relationship with his partner lapse into boredom as the days go by. A tender, humour-packed tale of life in motion, where everyone is looking for a break and hoping to hear someone talk of feelings – set in the heart of the “city of love”, where it is sometimes difficult to say a simple ‘I love you’. If you have been wounded in love, if you’re paralyzingly shy or an eternal romantic, this is the novel for you.



y n



“His latest work won’t disappoint, although the title suggests a feel-good book. Which it is (…) but thanks to Nicolas Robin’s delicate style, it’s the pick of the bunch.” L’Express



e



e t



s



-



N O V E L



“A well-paced novel written with style, the lines aren’t churned out like advertising slogans but delivered like uppercuts that expose the souls of heroes we will all be sorry to leave at the end.” Télé 7 Jours Sold in Italy (Gremese)
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Paul Ivoire À CHACUN SON RÊVE



(TO EACH THEIR OWN DREAM)



N O V E L



T H E AU T H O R At 49, Paul Ivoire lives in a small village in Burgundy with his wife and four children. A scientist, he has been an agricultural engineer, then a territorial engineer before becoming a stay-at-home dad. He now devotes himself to his writing, music and creating shows for children. À chacun son rêve is his first novel for adults.



T t V p



T n t P g t f C b i T s o h H M h t a J



T H E BO O K Sylvain Balmont, a salesman in a food-processing company, scoops the Euromillions jackpot thanks to a homeless man. His first reaction is to find the tramp, thank him and help him whatever way he can. But in the meantime, his benefactor has died. A Parisian in the full throes of divorce, Sylvain has no immediate plans. Because he feels infinitely grateful, he decides to research Xavier Rosa’s past – for that was the tramp’s name – to pay homage to his memory. His investigations take him to Villard-sur-Armançon, a village of two hundred souls in a remote part of Burgundy, near Alesia. There, two farming families – veritable clans – are engaged in an absurd war in which Rosa seems to have been somehow involved. In spite of himself, Sylvain unearths secrets that the mayor had hoped to keep buried. The conflict between the two men reaches absurd proportions, each goading the other to the end of his tether. But with the help of his millions, the Parisian holds his ground. In the middle of the quarrels that grip the village, he finally finds a way to honour his benefactor’s memory by fulfilling Rosa’s childhood dream: a tad crazy project that will keep the mayor in a state of apoplexy for a long time to come!



W t fi w N w t C p t
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Bernard Prou DÉLATION SUR ORDONNANCE (PRESCRIPTION FOR DENUNCIATION) FORTHCOMING IN NOVEMBER TH E A UT HOR Born in Paris, former physics teacher Bernard Prou is the author of Alexis Vassilkov ou la vie tumultueuse du fils de Maupassant. TH E BOOK In the first decade of our millennium, Oreste Bramard is invited to evaluate the library of the late Grégoire Saint-Marly, a Pau-based ophthalmologist, by request of the gentleman’s granddaughter and heir to his fortune. One day, he notices a strange prescription fall from between the pages of a first edition of Céline’s pamphlet The Fine Mess. It is a letter dated 19 December 1942, written by an informer who denounces four ‘unworthy French citizens’ to the authorities. It is signed: Grégoire Saint-Marly, veteran of the 14-18 War, father of four. That’s when Oreste and the young woman realise that this library holds many secrets. Designed by the bibliophile doctor to form a ‘treasure hunt’, this trove of hidden documents enables them to piece together the truth about what happened. How could Grégoire have guessed that his own children, Maurice, Laure, Marie and Charles, were all linked in one way or another to the people he had denounced: a schoolteacher; a civil servant; a lawyer; and a journalist, the former lover of Mme Saint-Marly. Among these ‘unworthy citizens’ were a Communist and Resistance fighter, a Gaullist, an obsessive careerist, and a Jew. And, to top it all, three of them were Freemasons. When he handed these men over to the Vichy authorities, it never occurred to Grégoire Saint-Marly that he was sending his own son Charles to the firing squad. Or that Maurice, who frequented the Lauriston Street crooks, would become a black-market king, before eventually finding redemption. Not forgetting the destiny of his daughter Laure, who had fallen in love with a German officer; and that of his other daughter, Marie, a discreet free thinker whose acts of Resistance went unnoticed. Cleverly interweaving the lives of his characters, Bernard Prou evokes a dark period in France’s history, when individuals’ actions were determined by their hearts and conscience.
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Jean-Sébastien Hongre UN AMOUR AU LONG COURS (A LONG-TERM LOVE)



N O V E L



T H E AU T H O R Jean-Sébastien Hongre, originally from Picardie, now lives in Paris and works in digital technology. Un amour au long cours is his third novel.



T n m s e h D D p v



T H E BO O K Is there a magic formula for couples who endure the challenges of passing time and the pressures of everyday life? Anais and Franck believe there is; and they have made up their minds to stick together come rain or shine. As the years go by, they perfect little tips, make rules for living, write them down and stick them on the fridge door. That’s how they created the ‘Couple’s Charter’, designed to provide mutual guidance and sustain them from day to day. Thanks to these rules, they have succeeded in navigating all the key stages of the voyage that forms all conjugal lives: the birth and education of their children (which aroused their own past memories), relations with the in-laws, time-consuming jobs, the erosion of desire and feelings, the temptation of infidelity… When their daughters grow up, Anais and Franck recall the key moments of their shared combat, discover the shady areas and begin a dialogue that is not without risk. Did they succeed in their venture? Can you really make decisions about love? To make love last, is it enough just to stay together? Every reader will identify with this book. A moving story that could also prove to be beneficial!



T w w F f I t p w t a r t
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Julien Messemackers CEUX QUI SAVENT (THOSE IN THE KNOW)



TH E A UT HOR Son of a bookseller who was nourished on stories, Julien Messemackers made imagination his career universe. He spent many years working for film producers and directors, drawing inspiration from his experience with artistic agents; with Dominique Besnehard, he created the series Dix pour cent. Now working exclusively on projects of his creation, he still writes for television. Ceux qui savent is his first novel.



T H R I L L E R



TH E BOOK Alexandre, a young widower who’s at the end of his rope, has one last hope: to see his daughter Helen, who has been suffering from a rare disease since the age of 6, cured. When Frederick Stern, a specialist in genetic therapies, comes into their lives offering to heal the teenage girl, Alexandre thinks it’s a miracle. At the Stern Institute, everything is picture-perfect: Helen follows a revolutionary treatment while discovering the intensity of first love with another young patient, Simon. But the dream veers to nightmare when Alexandre discovers what the doctor is really doing – he’s using his daughter as a guinea pig. He tries to run away with her, to protect her, but Helen insists they take Simon along. The father – who has no choice but to take the young lovers - will risk anything to save his daughter… If only he knew that the worst was yet to come…
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ÉDITIONS LA BELLE COLÈRE



Marie-Lorna Vaconsin LE PROJET STARPOINT La fille aux cheveux rouges (THE STARPOINT PROJECT – The Girl With Red Hair) A NEW DOOR HAS JUST OPENED IN THE WORLD OF FANTASY LITERATURE. FANS OF HIS DARK MATERIALS, PACK YOUR SUITCASES AND SET YOUR COMPASS, FOR, WITH THE STARPOINT PROJECT, MARIE-LORNA VACONSIN HAS CREATED A UNIVERSE WORTHY OF PHILIP PULLMAN! THE FIRST NOVEL IN THE TRILOGY, LA FILLE AUX CHEVEUX ROUGES WAS PUBLISHED IN MARCH 2017 BY EDITIONS LA BELLE COLÈRE.



N O V E L Y O U N G A D U L T 13 +



T H E AU T H O R Many children grow up with an imaginary friend. Marie-Lorna Vaconsin invented a universe where she escaped with her youngest sister. There, they experienced wonderful adventures with elaborate role-play. When she became a teenager, Marie-Lorna was obliged to put an end to this parallel existence and sought solace in fantasy literature such as C.S. Lewis’s Narnia, Pullman’s Northern Lights, The Talisman by King and Straub, and, of course, the world of witches in Harry Potter. Many years later, during her prestigious studies (hypokhâgne and khâgne, then the highly esteemed Lycée Henri-IV), Marie-Lorna did not completely abandon her taste for parallel universes; her research subjects, such as ‘The Fantasy World in Jean Genet’, being strongly influenced by it. When she wasn’t studying, it was through drawing that she clung to her memories by producing maps of clandestine continents, plans of multi-layer towns and sketches of new species of vegetation. As an adult, she explores a new type of creativity by opening restaurants with her sister. And, fortunately for us, one day she gazed at a reflection on a window pane and discovered a path to that other world that had continued to grow, tucked away in her subconscious. The Starpoint Project was born.



“ “ v “ b L
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TH E BOOK Pythagoras Luchon is 15. He lives in the town of Loiret-en-Retz and is about to start another predictable school year: working – a little; listening to music – a lot; hitting on girls – as much as humanly possible, especially at the next back-to-school party where he’ll be the DJ. He has no illusions about the jibes he’ll have to endure about his mother – a maths teacher at the school – nor of the sadness he feels during the trips to hospital to visit his father – a brilliant quantum physics researcher who is in a coma after being mugged. However, one thing does cheer him up: the idea of seeing his best friend, Louise, the daughter of the school caretaker. However, first day back at school, Pythagoras discovers that Louise has apparently decided to drop him as a friend. She’s linked up with a new pupil called Foresta Erivan, whose presence by her side is all the more intriguing as the two girls have nothing in common. Louise is a science and engineering geek, whereas the new pupil has quite a different look: she has red hair, always dresses in black – often in leather – and willingly slaps anyone whose attitude gets up her nose. Under her influence, Louise avoids her former friends, loses interest in her work and begins to play hooky. Pythagoras silently deplores the presence of this new pupil, who irritates and attracts him in equal measure – until she turns up at his house in the middle of the night to announce that Louise has disappeared. She explains that, to bring Louise back, they must pass through what she calls the ‘dead angle’ in mirrors. Pyth follows her, never suspecting that he is on the point of toppling into a parallel universe – the one in which Foresta was raised and where Louise is on the verge of losing herself forever.



N O V E L



“The successful first volume of a dream-like fantasy trilogy.” Prima “A rich, compelling novel that whets our appetite to read the next two volumes of the trilogy.” Le Télégramme “This story about a high-school girl plunged into a parallel world cleverly blends suspense and fantasy. Far from clichés, the characters are appealing.” Le Parisien
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AUX FORGES DE VULCAIN (IN COEDITION WITH EDITIONS ANNE CARRIÈRE)



Gilles Marchand



UNE BOUCHE SANS PERSONNE (THE VOICE OF NOBODY)



N O V E L



T H E AU TH O R Gilles Marchand was born in 1976 in Bordeaux. Une bouche sans personne is his first novel.



T B s l



T H E BO O K An accountant takes refuge in his figures during the day and in a bar in the evenings, where he has been meeting the same friends for the last ten years. No one knows anything about the past of this mysterious figure who wears a scarf wrapped around his face. But one evening, he cannot avoid the unveiling; and everyone discovers he is disfigured. Who or what did this to him? He starts to tell his story to his friends and a few regular customers in the bar that night. He continues the next night, and the night after, and so it goes on. Each evening, the number of customers in the bar increases, listening to his story as keenly as if it were a cabaret. And this man who had clung to his certainties as a means of forgetting himself now sees them disintegrate one by one, as his daily life spins out of joint. He looks afresh at his career, and life in the building he lives in, which seems to be a product of the fanciful mind of the grandfather who – until now - has protected him so well from the trauma of his childhood. Apparently light and ethereal, this novel surprises us by unlocking the gates of memory. We find the Beatles, the narrow existence of an accountant shut up in his office, a pretty waitress, a tunnel of garbage bags, gypsy musicians, messages from beyond the grave, a grandfather with his head in the clouds… and the memoires we bury that never fail to resurface. A book about friendship, the past and what we decide to make of it. There are echoes of Vian, Gary and Pérec, shades of magical realism in this story of a man who remembers and survives – and becomes the incarnation of a nation that survives the trauma of History.
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“A powerful seduction emanates from this droll but serious novel (…) Altogether, it reveals a rather original inspiration and a stunningly talented storyteller.” L’Express 18



CFORT 2017 v2.indd 18



Sold in Germany (Deininger Austernbank Verlag)



09/09/2017



n s



n e e s s s e s t f e s , o



s t , …



e y a



) d



AUX FORGES DE VULCAIN (IN COEDITION WITH EDITIONS ANNE CARRIÈRE)



Gilles Marchand



UN FUNAMBULE SUR LE SABLE (ON THE SAND, A FUNAMBULIST)



TH E A UT HOR Gilles Marchand was born in Bordeaux in 1976. His first novel, Une bouche sans personne (2016) was highly successful, laureate of the Prix Libr’à Nous 2017. TH E BOOK Stradi was born with the sound of a violin resounding in his head. After being condemned to stay at home, he finally gets to go to school where he discovers that the greatest disadvantages of his handicap are, in fact, the clumsiness or the ignorance of both adults and children. Yet day in day out, he faces the hurt with the invincible optimism he inherited from his father, an inventor, and his mother, a teacher. Little by little, his violin proves to be a source of strength that may indeed prevent him from focussing on his studies, but it opens his life to so many other things: dreams, hopes… even talking to the birds. One day, romance comes in the person of Lelie. They fall in and out of love, separate then come together again: a couple. Until the day when Stradi’s fantasies come up against the necessities of adult life: finding a job, forging relationships, building a couple. How can he grow up without turning his back on himself? How can he adapt without self-abandon? After the successful Une bouche sans personne, this is Gilles Marchand’s second book, striking in its magical realism. There is a lot to learn from this grand and beautiful novel, an astonishing manifesto that pleads for the respect for difference and those powers of the imagination that let us triumph over oppressive and painful reality. This novel filled with music, fantasy and imagination – infused with light and hope – flows along to the music of the Beach Boys with sparkling flashes of inspiration from Romain Gary, Boris Vian and Perec.
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AUX FORGES DE VULCAIN (IN COEDITION WITH EDITIONS ANNE CARRIÈRE)



Romain Ternaux SPARTACUS



N O V E L



T H E AU TH O R Romain Ternaux was born in 1987. He holed himself up in his house for several years in order to produce novels, Spartacus being his third published – with fifteen more to follow, if all goes according to plan!



T i t p s



T H E BO O K Spartacus as you have never seen him before… Narrated in the first person, the adventures of the mutinous slave become the hilarious private diary of a loser. Through finding himself in the right place at the right time, he ends up embodying the hopes of the underdog and despite himself, constantly overwhelmed by the violence of mankind. Provocative, just plain wicked, this novel is a caustic, dark fable about humanity’s propensity for messianic figures.
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AUX FORGES DE VULCAIN (IN COEDITION WITH EDITIONS ANNE CARRIÈRE)



Adrien Pauchet PILLS NATION



(PILL-POPPING NATION) TH E A UT HOR Adrien Pauchet was born in 1988. A lethargic traveller and founder of the production company Orange Verte, he pens the sort of stories he’d like to see on the screen. Pills Nation is his first novel.
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TH E BOOK Paris, today, in the grip of a heatwave. Death rates are mounting, along with the citizens’ anxiety: for it’s not only the elderly that are succumbing. A strange and outrageously expensive drug called Orpheus makes those who consume it imagine they can see their dear departed once again. Society is falling apart at the seams, but one last improbable savior rises from the ashes: Caroline, a police chief and herself a consumer of the miracle drug. What is Orpheus? Who is manufacturing it? Why? Dealers and cops, the young and the old, the rich and dropouts - they all find themselves frantically embarking on a hell-bent quest made extatically agonizing by the damp, suffocating heat of the sun-scorched capital. Portrait of a society adrift and a panoramic cityscape of a noxious Paris, the author’s first detective novel – inspired by TV series – combines the incandescent violence of The Shield and the descriptive authenticity of The Wire.
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LE NOUVEL ATTILA (IN COEDITION WITH EDITIONS ANNE CARRIÈRE)



Maryam Madjidi MARX ET LA POUPÉE (MARX AND THE DOLL)



GONCOURT DU PREMIER ROMAN 2017 PRIX OUEST-FRANCE ETONNANTS VOYAGEURS 2017



N O V E L



TH E AU T H O R Maryam Madjidi was born in Teheran in 1980 and left Iran at the age of 6 to live in Paris, then Drancy. Today, she teaches French to isolated foreign minors, after teaching college and high school pupils in the suburbs, then in the chic districts. She has taught mentally and physically handicapped youngsters, Turkish and Chinese students as well as prisoners. She lived for four years in Beijing and two in Istanbul. TH E BO O K Ever since she was in her mother’s womb… Maryam experienced the Iranian Revolution from its first hours. Six years later, she and her mother join her exiled father in Paris. Through the memories of her earliest years, Maryam recounts their exile from their homeland, living far from her family, losing her toys – which were given to the poor children of Teheran on the orders of her communist parents -, the gradual disappearance of Persian in constant opposition with French, which she first rejects, then passionately adopts, to the point of burying the long years of her native language. With humour and warmth, Maryam Madjidi describes how your roots can be a burden, a rampart, a means of socialisation, and even a weapon of massive seduction. Sold in Germany (Aufbau), Italy (Bompiani), Spain (Minuscula), Greece (Psychogios), Turquey (Profil), Serbia (Albatros), Romania (Casa Cartii de Stiinta), Libanon (Centre Culturel Arabe), Canada (Heliotrope/French) Foreign Rights : Mon Agent & Compagnie [email protected]
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Ovidie



S w f o T n t T m s f r S e T a a



À UN CLIC DU PIRE Protéger ses enfants, de quoi, comment (ONE CLICK AWAY FROM DANGER – How To Protect Your Children, And From What?) FORTHCOMING IN JANUARY
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T H E AU T H O R Ovidie, born in 1980, is an author and a film-maker. During her teens, she was a militant feminist and a philosophy student, but at eighteen she began to experiment with – then to make – sexually explicit films. Working on the premise that it would be suicidal to leave pornography solely in men’s hands, she set her ambition: to stage realistic and ethical sexuality. She went on to develop a concept of feminist pornography and, working for Canal +, made a dozen fictional films for adults between 2000 and 2016. In 2011, she turned to the documentary, making Rhabillage, produced by Jean-Jacques Beineix. Then in 2015, À quoi rêvent les jeunes filles?. In 2016, again for Canal +, Pornocratie, an investigation into the underground economy of porn platforms. In 2017, for Arte, she investigated the Swedish abolitionist policy with Là où les putains n’existent pas, which recounts the martyrdom of Eva-Marree Kullander-Smith, aka “Jasmine Petite”, a ‘sex-positive’ militant feminist murdered in the offices of the social services. Today, Ovidie is a journalist and the author of a dozen books. She is currently a mother and doctoral candidate in literature. T HE BOOK In a decade, humanity has watched the equivalent of 1.2 million years of porn videos and 95% of their diffusion passes by what we call ‘tubes’ – free streaming sites. It has never been so easy to access porn: millions of films are permanently available, to all ages, without any kind of control in respect of violent content. The fact that it’s free combined with the speedy delivery of streaming make these sites the most popular way for adults… and minors, to view explicit pictures. For since the democratisation of the smartphone, the average age when kids discover pornography has gone down to 9. 70% of minors viewing have access to this content not only on their home computer – as too many parents believe – but simply on their smartphone. The same phone they carry to school each day and consult freely in their bedroom.
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So why don’t these platforms enforce a vetting system? Even more astonishing, why doesn’t anyone demand their regulation? These sites are the most frequented in the world, to the extent of topping Apple and Microsoft; one cannot help being struck by the deafening silence from politicians. These tubes are functioning illegally, offering pirated material, showing no respect for European laws on the protection of children, operating with total impunity: and no government reacts. That’s why we must come to grips with the subject, without sparking off moral panic but without minimising the impact of ‘porn culture’ on our sexuality and our relation to gender. It’s time to understand how they function, their means of diffusion, decode and assess the impact on our relations to our own bodies and the Other. Since we cannot go back to pre-Internet days, we must analyse what now exists around us with pragmatism and seek the best means of protection. Then only will it become possible to assess the possible dangers, to have a calm conversation with our children and make sure that they are not affected in the construction of their identity.
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Peggy Sastre



T m t c i o i V L o s b I



COMMENT L’AMOUR EMPOISONNE LES FEMMES Du surinvestissement sentimental des femmes et des moyens d’y remédier (HOW LOVE POISONS WOMEN – On Women’s Emotional Over-Involvement And How It Can Be Remedied) FORTHCOMING IN JANUARY



E S S A Y



T H E AU T H O R Peggy Sastre is a PhD, specializing in sciences, Nietzsche and Darwin. Her research is mainly focussed on a biological interpretation of sexual questions. Her works include Ex utero – pour en finir avec le féminisme (2009, La Musardine), Le Sexe des maladies (2014, Favre) and La domination masculine n’existe pas (2015, Editions Anne Carrière). As a columnist and translator, she contributes to various press titles (Slate, L’Obs).



T H E BO O K In our country, for almost a century, women’s rights have advanced allowing them to work, vote, choose whether or not to have children, and make free use of their bodies and their material resources. In short, women’s liberation is now a reality, and women are, seemingly, emancipated. Except that in a world that is so alert to sexual differences, especially all the implications of the glass ceiling that prevents women from reaching, in the same proportions as men, the highest social positions and the most attractive or rewarding jobs, there is one facet that no one has had the presence of mind to investigate. Conspicuous by its absence among the obstacles women must overcome if they wish to keep up with their male counterparts, is the emotional ball-and-chain that holds them back. The constituents of that ball-and-chain are love, family happiness and a successful marriage; all the things that a huge majority of women place at the top of their existential priorities. As though it were normal for all humans made with ovaries to place love at the top of the list and the heart of their everyday life. To invest an incredible amount of time and energy just keeping this vital balance in credit, and to suffer martyrdom when the return on investment disappoints their hopes. All deviation from that norm, all 26 alternative ways are viewed as suspicious, especially by women themselves.
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The problem is that love – when it gets toxic – is just as often the excuse of men who beat their wives as the wives who endure this treatment. It is the totalitarian and ultimate pretext for acts of madness, crimes of passion, conjugal tortures, affective deceptions. Crimes of honour are driven by it; as are genital mutilations, the obsession with virginity and the imperious imposition of modesty. It attaches bombs to the black widows’ belts in Chechnya, drives Monique Fourniret to hunt for virgins and turns on Valérie Trierweiler’s computer. Like Pavlov’s dogs, women have been conditioned to salivate at the mention of love as an intimation of commitment. To men’s very low level of sexual selectivity corresponds women’s equally low level of affective selectivity: better hang on to anyone at all than to risk having no one to hang on to. It’s high time we made a realistic assessment of love.
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PLEIN JOUR (IN COEDITION WITH EDITIONS ANNE CARRIÈRE) LES INVRAISEMBLABLES A NEW SERIES FROM EDITIONS PLEIN JOUR.



Sylvain Pattieu NOUS AVONS ARPENTÉ UN CHEMIN CAILLOUTEUX (WE WALKED A STONY PATH)



N A R R A T I V E



T H E AU T H O R Sylvain Pattieu is a historian and a novelist who teaches at Paris 8 University, especially for the Master of Literary Creation degree. T H E BO O K This is the story of Jean and Melvin McNair, supporters of the Black Panthers movement who, on July 31, 1972 – with their kids – hijacked a plane flying from Detroit to Miami, obliging the pilot to change destination to Algeria. They wanted to escape racism and become part of a great campaign for emancipation. They found themselves all alone in Algeria, their children sent back to the US. Then, exiled to France, they had to build a new life for themselves: they became social workers. This is America at the heart of the Vietnam War, where the civil rights movement has not succeeded in putting an end to segregation. These are times when hi-jacking a plane was easier than holding up a bank, when people wore bell-bottom jeans and afro hairstyles, black berets to show their support for Black Power. It’s the story of a deed that weighed excessively on the futures of these lost soldiers. Sylvain Pattieu tells the before and after of political dreams, transforming the path that led them to hijacking planes into an epic. From black Americans to successful integration in Normandy: the astounding journey from ideals to reality. “What if we hijacked a plane? That’s a great idea, no? We’ll take the kids with us, right?” That’s how one of history’s most unlikely hijacks began. A mad adventure.» L’Express “The story of this extraordinary couple deserved a book like Sylvain Pattieu’s. A thoroughly up-to-the minute narrative, brimming with empathy, intelligence and terrible details that simply couldn’t be invented. A little masterpiece of narrative nonfiction.” L’Obs
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U.S.A. & U.K



Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie PURPLE HIBISCUS



(U. S. A – Algonquin Books of Chapel Hill)



Laila Lalami HOPE AND OTHER DANGEROUS PURSUITS N O V E L S



(U. S. A – Algonquin Books of Chapel Hill)



Joel Rose THE BLACKEST BIRD (U. K – Canongate Books)



Satish Kumar THE BOUDDHA AND THE TERRORIST (U. S. A – Algonquin Books of Chapel Hill)



Scarlett Thomas THE END OF MR Y (U. K - Canongate Books)



Robert Goolrick A RELIABLE WIFE



(U. S. A – Algonquin Books of Chapel Hill)



Robert Goolrick THE END OF THE WORLD AS WE KNOW IT (U. S. A – Algonquin Books of Chapel Hill)
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Robert Goolrick HEADING OUT TO WONDERFUL (U. S. A – Algonquin Books of Chapel Hill)



Robert Goolrick THE FALL OF PRINCES



(U. S. A – Algonquin Books of Chapel Hill)



Robert Goolrick HUBCAPS



(U. S. A – Robert Goolrick)



N O V E L S



Robert Goolrick AFTER THE FIRE – THREE LAMENTATIONS (U. S. A – Robert Goolrick)



Sam Eastland THE EYE OF THE RED TSAR



(U.K - Faber & Faber)



Sam Eastland THE RED COFFIN (U.K - Faber & Faber)



Sam Eastland SIBERIAN RED



(U.K - Faber & Faber)
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Sam Eastland THE RED MOTH (U.K - Faber & Faber)



Sam Eastland THE BEAST IN THE RED FOREST (U.K - Faber & Faber)



N O V E L S



Sam Eastland THE RED ICON



(U.K - Faber & Faber)



Heidi W. Durrow THE GIRL WHO FAIL FROM THE SKY (U. S. A – Algonquin Books of Chapel Hill)



C.S. Lewis TILL WE HAVE FACES



(U. K – C.S. Lewis Company Ltd.)



Patricia Engel VIDA



(U.S.A - Grove Atlantic)



Jeff Backhaus HIKIKOMORI AND THE RENTAL SISTER (U. S. A – Algonquin Books of Chapel Hill)
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Rachel Klein MOTH DIARIES (U.S.A – Bantam)



Sara Farizan IF YOU COULD BE MINE



(U. S. A – Algonquin Books of Chapel Hill)



Brian Francis Slattery THE FAMILY HIGHTOWER (U. S. A – Seven Story Press Inc.)



Jeff Bartsch



N O V E L S



TWO ACROSS



(U.S.A - Grand Central Publishing)



George Makana Clark THE RAW MAN



(U.K – Jonathan Cape)



Robert Silverberg LORD OF DARKNESS



(U.S.A – Arbor House Publishing Company)



Charles Lambert THE CHIDREN’S HOME (U.K – Scribner)
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Kelly Barnhill THE GIRL WHO DRANK THE MOON (U.S.A – Algonquin Young Readers)



Martin Gayford THE YELLOW HOUSE NON FICTION (U.K – Penguin Books)



N O V E L S



LA BELLE COLÈRE (collection)



Hollis Seamon SOMEBODY UP THERE HATES YOU (U. S. A – Algonquin Books of Chapel Hill)



Mercedes Helnwein THE POTENTIAL HAZARDS OF HESTER DAY (U.S.A - Simon & Schuster)



Laurie Halse Anderson SPEAK



(U.S.A – Macmillan)



Laurie Halse Anderson WINTERGIRLS



(U.S.A – Macmillan)



Laurie Halse Anderson THE IMPOSSIBLE KNIFE OF MEMORY (U.S.A – Macmillan)
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Herman Raucher SUMMER OF 42



(U.S.A – Putnam Publishing Group)



Phoebe Gloeckner THE DIARY OF A TEENAGE GIRL (U.S.A – North Atlantic Books)



Ben Brooks GROW UP



(U. K - Canongate)



N O V E L S



Ben Brooks LOLITO



(U. K - Canongate)



Ned Vizzini IT’S KIND OF A FUNNY STORY (U.S.A – Hyperion Books for children)



C.J. Skuse THE DEVIANTS



(U.S.A - HarperCollins Publishers)



Robert Domes NEBEL IM AUGUST



(Germany – Verlagsgruppe Random House)
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CANADA



Denis Thériault LE FACTEUR ÉMOTIF (Quebec – XYZ)



Denis Thériault LA FIANCÉE DU FACTEUR N O V E L S



(Quebec – XYZ)



ITALY



Cristiano Cavina C’EST GÉANT ! (Marcos y Marcos)



Roberto Pazzi CONCLAVE



(Edizioni Frassinelli)



Roberto Pazzi L’OMBRE DU PÈRE (Edizioni Frassinelli)



Elvira Dones SOLEIL BRÛLÉ



(Giangiacomo Feltrinelli Editore)
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SPAIN & LATIN AMERICA



Marcio Veloz Maggiolo L’HOMME À L’ACCORDÉON (Dominican Republic - Siruela)



Antonio Alamo L’INCENDIE DU PARADIS



(Spain – Random House Mondadori)



Javier Argüello SEPT HISTOIRES IMPOSSIBLES SHORT STORIES (Argentina – Editorial Lumen)



N O V E L S



GERMANY



Katharina Hagena LE GOÛT DES PÉPINS DE POMME (Kiepenheuer & Witsch)



Katharina Hagena L’ENVOL DU HÉRON (Kiepenheuer & Witsch)



Susann Pasztor UN FABULEUX MENTEUR (Kiepenheuer & Witsch)
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Joachim Meyerhoff JUSQU’ICI ET PAS AU-DELÀ (Kiepenheuer & Witsch)



Erich Kästner VERS L’ABIME (Atrium Verlag)



N O V E L S



Heinrich Gerlach ÉCLAIRS LOINTAINS



(Kiepenheuer & Witsch/Verlag Galiani Berlin)



ICELAND



Yrsa Sigurdardottir ULTIMES RITUELS (Bjartur Verold)



Yrsa Sigurdardottir BIEN MAL ACQUIS (Bjartur Verold)



Yrsa Sigurdardottir JE SAIS QUI TU ES (Bjartur Verold)
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