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BEST-SELLERS 2017 Didier Decoin LE BUREAU DES JARDINS ET DES ÉTANGS (The Office Of Gardens And Ponds) Stock, January 2017, 396 pages



challenge? Carrying on the weighty responsibility of wicker baskets filled with squirming, muddy carps and encountering every danger on the way to the capital? Who? If not Katsuro’s widow, the exquisite, timorous and delicate Miyuki. But will she prove capable of such a task? What does she, Miyuki the little peasant, the widow who has never left her village, know of the evils along the way, of witchery and war, magical animals, priests who may not be what they seem and tea houses that sell everything but tea? What does she know about the Empire’s capital or about Nagusa Watanabe, Director of the Office of Gardens and Ponds, crouching in wait for her in his labyrinth of traps and wonders? After this terrifying, sensual initiatory journey, Miyuki is sullied but free. She will never be the same again. Nor will her little world be the same as before.



◊



English sample chapter available!



◊



Rights sold in: Italy (Ponte Alle Grazie, pre-empt), Spain (Alfaguara, at auction), UK (MacLehose Press, WEL, pre-empt), Germany (Klett Cotta), Greece (Stereoma), Lithuania (Alma Littera), Taiwan (ChiMing), Russia (Eksmo), Czech Republic (Albatros Media), Netherlands (Meulenhof), Greece (Stereoma), Taiwan (Chi-Ming), Poland (WAB Foksal), Romania (Humanitas), Serbia (Geopoetika).



◊



50,000 copies sold.



◊



Prix des lecteurs de L’Express / BFMTV 2017.



◊



Decoin is a master in creating characters and atmosphere in original settings and time periods.



◊



The writing is delicate and sensual, reminiscient of traditional Japanese etchings.



◊



The author worked on this novel no less than 12 years in order to bring a heavily documented, perfectly crafted novel.



◊



In the Top 20 of amazon.fr‘s bestselling French novels.



Japan, around the year 1000. Shimae, a peasant village on the banks of the river Kusagawa.



Didier Decoin was twenty when he published his first book, LE PROCÈS À L’AMOUR (Le Seuil, 1966). It was followed by some twenty other titles, including ABRAHAM DE BROOKLYN (Le Seuil, 1972 Prix des libraries) and JOHN L’ENFER (Le Seuil, 1977 Prix Goncourt). He is currently Secretary General of the Académie Goncourt, has been Chairman of the Écrivains de Marine since 2007 and is a member of the Académie de Marine.



“Full of empathy and exuberance, it’s absolutely brilliant and sensuous.” Télématin “Constantly surprising and compelling, Le Bureau des jardins et des étangs reveals a world of women, phantoms, carps, young emperors and rice stackers.” JDD « Ce roman est un chapelet d'envoûtements qui transformeront la boue en or. » Le Parisien « Avec une érudition impressionnante, un vrai souffle romanesque et une sensualité païenne, Didier Decoin nous emporte dans un grand roman d'aventures façon Dit du Genji. Une réussite totale, qui a nécessité pas moins de douze années de travail. » Livres Hebdo « Un pur régal. Chaque page est une estampe vibrante d'une sensualité exceptionnelle. » La Vie « Voyage sensuel et olfactif dans un Japon traditionnel d'un autre millénaire. SUBLIME. » Nathalie, Librairie Doucet, Le Mans 







This humble village has a talent: it is home to the fisherman Katsuro, a virtuoso in the art of catching pricelessly beautiful carp and transporting them to the imperial city of Heiankyo, the city of every refinement and most importantly the site of the Office of Gardens and Ponds. When Katsuro dies, having drowned himself in the river, which of the villagers can follow in his footsteps and meet this 3



BEST-SELLERS 2017



Christine Féret-Fleury LA FILLE QUI LISAIT DANS LE MÉTRO (The Girl Who Read in the Subway) Denoël, March 2017, 256 pages



◊



English sample chapter available.



◊



Rights sold in: Italy (Sperling Kupfer), World Spanish (Debolsillo), Germany (Dumont), Czech Republic & Slovakia (Albatros Media), US & UK / WE (Macmillan), China (Citic), The Netherlands (HarperCollins Holland), Portugal (Porto Editora) Greece (Enalios), Russia (AST/Corpus), Lithuania (Baltos Lankos), Romania (Nemira), Poland (Publicat), Korea (Hyudaemunhak), Japan (Tokyo Sogen), Bulgaria (Ciela Norma), Brazil (Valentina).



◊



A book meant for all those who love to see what the people next to them read (on the metro or the beach), and draw conclusions based on these observations.



◊



A book meant for all those who love being “go-betweens” giving the right book to the right person.



◊



A book advocating optimism and positive value.



On her way, she meets Soliman, a most unusual character who lives as a recluse surrounded with books. According to him, a book has the power to change the course of a life if given to the right person. He entrusts his “go-betweens” with the task of giving these precious books to those who need them on his behalf. Juliette slowly carves a niche for herself in this place out of time, becomes a go between, and a very close friend to Soliman and Zaïde, his daughter. Yet the books, which have grown to have a real influence on her destiny, will take her even further... Christine Féret-Fleury started out as a publisher at Gallimard Jeunesse. In 1996, she published her debut book for children, LE PETIT TAMOUR (Flammarion), quickly followed in 1999 by her debut book for adults, LES VAGUES SONT DOUCES COMME DES TIGRES (Arléa), winner of the Antigone Prize. She then went on to write eighty more books, and counting. A bulimic reader, she likes to try her hand at all the many literary genres she enjoys.



"A life-affirming novel for our times, appealing both to the reader’s heart and soul” The Bookseller "Un roman délicieux" Madame Figaro "Une belle histoire qui met du baume au coeur, emaillée de références littéraires, qui donneraient envie de lire aux plus réfractaires" Avantages "Une jolie fable dotée d'un petit brin de folie, pour tous ceux qui veulent refermer le livre le sourire aux levres" Lire



A modern fairy tale, light-hearted, benevolent and poetical, bringing comfort and hope. Half way between Amélie Poulain and The reader of the 6:27, a concentrate of humor, tenderness and humanity. Juliette uses the metro every day, and loses herself in reading the minute she steps on board. She sometimes observes the other avid readers around her. The old lady. The collector of rare books. The young woman who bursts into tears at page 247. She looks at them with curiosity and tenderness, as if their lives, their reads and their passions could infuse a bit of dash into her own lacklustre existence. One day, she decides to get off two stations before her usual stop near the real estate agency where she works. A seemingly innocuous decision that will change her life forever. 4
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Anna Gavalda FENDRE L'ARMURE (Pierce the Armour)



Le Dilettante, May 2017, 284 pages



There are a lot of “people” in this new book who speak only of solitude. There's Ludmila, there's Paul, there's Jean and the others have no name. They simply say “I”. Nearly all of them speak of the night, during the night, precisely at a time in their lives when they are struggling to distinguish between night and day. They talk in an attempt to clear things up, they open up, they divulge their thoughts, they pierce their armour. Not all will succeed but just watching them moves me. It is pretentious to admit I'm moved by my own characters but the truth is that, for me, they aren't characters, they are people, real people, new people and today, I place them in your hands.



◊



Rights sold in: North American-English rights (Europa), UK & Commonwealth (Europa), Romania (Polirom), Czech Republic (Mlada Fronta), Hungary (Magvetö, Italy (Frassinelli), Korea (Booklog Company), Slovakia (Slovart), Serbia (Paideia).



◊



Alternatively qualified as sensitive and graceful Anna Gavalda excels at writing about ordinary people and their ordinary lives in a way that makes all readers simply fall in love with her characters and stories.



◊



Each short story is like a novel in terms of richness and deepness. Even if sometimes sadness appears there is a lot of hope too.



◊



There is an atmosphere, a mood, a personality, and each time an unexpected ending.



◊



Gavalda masters the art of unexpected endings and unusual situations. She speaks in the first person, which amplifies the effect of empathy.



◊



This collection is a tribute to chance encounters.



◊



Seven characters make up this second collection of short stories, eighteen years after the first one (JE VOUDRAIS QUE QUELQU’UN M’ATTENDE QUELQUE PART).



◊



It speaks of the solitude of humans and the pain of loss, but also of the magic of encounters and the power of love.



“Anna Gavalda’s skill consists in making readers waver between tears and smiles, between the harshness of modern times that condemns people to exclusion and the fortuity of an encounter. The author’s emotions transfigure distress into gratification. And suddenly, life is beautiful.” Elle “A chameleon writer, Anna Gavalda hasn’t changed, she is as disarming as ever in her obsessions. […] Her voices ring true. ” Le Figaro « A collection full of finesse in which the author once again observes a fragile, endearing humanity. » Parisien Magazine « These characters, from different generations and various backgrounds, but afflicted with the same melancholy, are very moving. » Jérôme Garçin “She is at her best” “Thanks to the magical way she sees her protagonists, with empathy and tenderness, what could be sinister becomes wonderful.” "Her work is as intricate as lace, the author extremely attentive to detail.” - Olivia de Lamberterie (ELLE)



The novelist has returned to the literary genre that made her famous – the short story – with grace. In her new collection of short stories, the author is the messenger of distraught characters who get back on their feet within a few hours. An ode to those who admit to their weaknesses, who confront their vulnerability. 5



BEST-SELLERS 2017



Laurent Gounelle ET TU TROUVERAS LE TRÉSOR QUI DORT EN TOI (And You Will Find the Treasure Within You) Kero, October 2016, 336 pages



unsuspected wealth and inner richness human beings can possess if only they allow themselves to be open to finding them. She tries to understand the evangiles’ message by looking into what religions such as Taoism, Hinduism or even Astronomy have in common, thus transforming this marketing challenge into a quest of finding what the guiding principle of every religion is. Imperceptibly her own view of what makes a fulfilled life changes. Laurent Gounelle is the author of 4 previous bestselling novels. In his latest moving and thoughtprovoking work he uses the treasure trove of Buddhism, Hinduism and the monotheistic religions to show his readers a path to spiritual freedom and joy.



◊



We do not handle Polish rights.



◊



Rights available in: Albania, Croatia, Estonia, Macédonia, Latvia, Serbia.



◊



Ongoing offer from Slovenia!



◊



Rights sold in: Korea (Yolimwon), Italy (La Nave di teseo), Slovakia (Citadella), Germany (Droemer Knaur), Turkey (Pegasus), Bulgaria (Colibri), Lithuania (Alma Littera), Czech Republic (Rybka), Lebanon (Centre culturel arabe – beyrouth), Spain (Roca), USA (Little Brown), UK (Corsair), Slovakia (Citadella), Hungary (Trivium Kiado), Romania (Editura Trei), Beijing Red Dot (Simplified Chinese)



◊



250,000 copies sold!



◊



French rights sold to book-club, audiobook, large-print.



◊



Setting religion as background, Laurent Gounelle brings back his favourite topic in his new book: the quest of well-being.



◊



A heroin rooted in her time and society who proves that self-fulfilment is not a quest only reserved to philosophers or religious people.



◊



Laurent Gounelle is the 7 bestselling French author; his books were sold at 2,500,000 copies in 2015 in France.



« C’est le livre de la rentrée littéraire qu’on attendait : passionné de philosophie et de psychologie, Laurent Gounelle revient avec un roman initiatique. Une lecture surprenante et percutante qui ne manquera pas de réveiller nos consciences. » Fémininbio



th



After the bestseller LE JOUR OÙ J’AI APPRIS À VIVRE, Laurent Gounelle offers a new novel in which the reader discovers the world of spirituality and the teachings of the major religions through the character of Alice, a pragmatist who is about to plunge headfirst into the meaning of selffulfilment. Alice, 35, crisis manager, commits to help her childhood friend, Jérémie, a priest, in bringing the faithful back to the local church that has long been deserted. To her amazement, she discovers the 6
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Hervé Le Corre PRENDRE LES LOUPS POUR DES CHIENS (Mistaking Wolves for Dogs)



Rivages, January 2017, 316 pages



Like a stylistic continuation of Les Cœurs déchiquetés, Hervé Le Corre’s latest novel will grab readers by the throat, thanks to the atmosphere and the powerfully incarnated characters, who are trapped in an anxiety-inducing landscape that is conducive to acting out one’s basest impulses. In this cross between American and French “rural noir” styles, Le Corre’s inimitable voice rings out loud and clear. Hervé Le Corre is a teacher. He attracted attention from his very first novel, but it was 2004’s L’HOMME AUX LÈVRES DE SAPHIR (“The Man with Sapphire Lips”) that made him both a critically acclaimed and a best-selling novelist. His popularity has not waned since, as can be seen by the many literary prizes, reviews and articles that have accompanied the publication of each of his subsequent novels, particularly APRÈS LA GUERRE (“After the War”).



◊



Rights sold in: Italy (E/O), Greece (Ekdoseis tou eikostou protou), Spain (Reservoir Books / Penguin Random House,), Catalan (Bromera), English world rights (Europa Editions).



◊



23,000 copies sold.



◊



Winner of: Prix Transfuge in the category of French suspense novel



◊



Short-listed for: Prix des lecteurs L'Express-BFM TV, Grand Prix RTL / Lire 2017



◊



A realistic and sometimes raw writing style that leads us deep into Franck’s thoughts, which range from awful to touching.



◊



A novel with a very urban setting, including drug dealers, rape and murder.



◊



The suspense grows gradually, revealing different facets of the characters’ personalities and motivations, which sometimes border on madness.



Hervé Le Corre is the successful author of « Après la Guerre », he has many literary prizes, reviews and articles that have accompanied the publication of each of his subsequent novels. Franck, who is about 25, has just gotten out of jail after doing time for a hold-up committed along with his older brother. He is welcomed back into the fold of a toxic family: the dirty, double-dealing dad who fixes stolen cars for collectors; the bitter, hostile mom; the violent, neurotic daughter, Jessica, with her all-consuming sex drive; and her daughter, Rachel, a quiet, solitary and mysterious child who absorbs herself in her childlike games. The story is set in the south of France’s Gironde region, a land of dark, dense forests, with thousands of pine trees as far as the eye can see, the monotony relieved only by the occasional hunting blind. Oppressed by the silence, the lack of trust and the hot, humid weather, these unstable creatures will get caught up in a tragedy.



“Hervé Le Corre, from Bordeaux, was discovered late, but his spell-binding style has turned him into one of the biggest names in French noir novels. Or should I say THE biggest?” L’Obs “With his latest novel, […] the author from Bordeaux has found the very essence of noir, eliminating every trace of artifice to reach the barest bones of a timeless contemporary drama.” Marianne “Hervé Le Corre, a remarkable stylist, has written a major work of “white trash” fiction, à la française.” Figaro Magazine “Hervé Le Corre has established himself as THE master of French contemporary noir fiction.” Sud-Ouest Dimanche “Hervé Le Corre […] finds the right words, the emotion-filled sentences of overwhelming simplicity, as he did in one of his best novels, LES COEURS DÉCHIQUETÉS. This book also reminds us of those American authors that portray forgotten towns and lost and conquered people, with their savage stories and dry poetry, like Larry Brown for example. And that’s not faint praise!” Télérama “Hervé Le Corre’s noir novels have what we like so much about the American author James Sallis, also published by Editions Rivages: sudden outbursts of violence, and a kind of philosophical absurdity paired with vibrant writing.” Le Monde des Livres



7



BEST-SELLERS 2017



Maryam Madjidi MARX ET LA POUPÉE (Marx And The Doll)



Via Mon Agent & Cie, January 2017, 216 pages



regard de ceux d’ici » Christophe Ono-DitBiot, Le Temps des écrivains (France Culture) « La narratrice a beau user d'une ironie savoureuse, elle a aussi payé le prix de l'exil. Maryam Madjidi collectionne les êtres et tisse des fragments d'âme. Un écrivain est né. » Le Point « Dans son premier roman, Maryam Madjidi raconte sa jeunesse iranienne, puis son exil en France : son autobiographie met à jour les blessures d’une famille déracinée. » Grazia « Maryam Madjidi "voudrait semer des histoires dans les oreilles de tous les êtres". Elle réussit parfaitement ce pari. » Livres Hebdo



◊



Rights sold in: Italy (Bompiani), Arabic (Centre culturel Arabe), Germany (Aufbau), Greece, (Psychogios), Romania (Casa cartii de stiinta), Serbia (Albatros), Canada (Heliotrope), Turkey (Profil), Spain (Minuscula)



◊



20,000 copies sold in France!



◊



Prix Goncourt du Premier Roman 2017!



In this novel, the author tells with humour and tenderness how roots can be a burden, yet also means of socialization, and even weapons of massive seduction. This is her personal story of exile and yet it resonates as universal in a powerful and elegant literary style.



« Maryam Madjidi cherche sa langue à elle, une langue qui lui permettra de déterrer les morts et d’écrire au plus près d’elle-même : sa langue d’écrivain. » Le Monde des livres « L’imagination, mêlée au réalisme des situations pleines de regards, de saveurs, de voix, de gestes, agit comme un révélateur. » Le Figaro « Derrière le masque de "l’exilée romanesque" se révèle une authentique écrivaine. » L’Express « Maryam Madjidi choisit l’écriture comme ultime renaissance, celle qui lui offre l’essence de l’existence. » Le Soir



From her mother's womb, Maryam saw the first hours of the Iranian revolution. Six years later, she joined her father in exile in Paris. Through the memories of her early years, Maryam recounts the abandonment of the country, the remoteness of her family, the loss of her toys - given to the children of Teheran under the injunction of her Communist parents - of her language for the benefit of the French which she will alternately reject, then adopt frantically, to the point of leaving her native language for many years. In this novel that can be read as a tale as well as a diary, Maryam Madjidi tells with humor and tenderness the roots as a burden, a means of socialization, and even a weapon of seduction. Maryam Madjidi was born in 1980 in Tehran, and leaves Iran at the age of six to live in Paris. Today, she teaches french to isolated foreign minors. She spent four years in Beijing and two years in Istanbul, and is now back in Paris. Marx et la poupée is her first novel.



« Un superbe livre sur votre histoire et sur celle de l’Iran. » (TV5 Monde) « Grandeur et servitude d’un pays qui inquiète autant qu’il fait rêver… Ou être d’ailleurs dans le 8
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Agnès Martin-Lugand J’AI TOUJOURS CETTE MUSIQUE DANS LA TÊTE (I Can’t Get The Music Out Of My Mind) Michel Lafon, March 2017, 363 pages



◊



Rights sold in: Russia (AST/ Corpus), Czech Republic (Albatros Media/Motto), Slovakia (Albatros Media Slovakia) and Bulgaria (Era).



◊



A comfortably established love story overturned by the arrival of a new character, who turns the story into a psychological thrille



◊



Thanks to the alternating points of view of the three main characters, Agnès MartinLugand brings an innovative and exciting rhythm to her tale.



◊



The new novel by Agnès Martin-Lugand whose books have sold over 1 million copies.



◊



A novel with an innovative narrative approach.



◊



Appealing characters.



him? Will their relationship survive the toxic goals of those around them? Agnès Martin-Lugand, novelist and psychologist, is one of France’s most prominent and internationally renowned writers. Her first four novels have sold over 1 million copies. After the success of DESOLEE, JE SUIS ATTENDUE and LES GENS HEUREUX LISENT ET BOIVENT DU CAFÉ (Happy People Read and Drink Coffee)+ adaptation cinématographique, J’AI TOUJOURS CETTE CHANSON DANS LA TÊTE is her fifth novel published by Michel Lafon,



The story of a threesome composed of a couple in love and a man who envies their happiness, who will lead them into a spiral that he hopes will be destructive enough to put an end to their happiness. Yanis and Véra, in their forties, seem to have it all. They still love each other as madly as when they first met, and have three wonderful children. Yanis, a creative and innovative architect, works with Vera’s brother, Luc, who is more cautious and pragmatic. But their partnership is on the rocks because of a new project that Luc refuses to have anything to do with. Encouraged by his wife and by the financial support of an unexpected new client, Tristan, Yanis finally makes his dream come true and strikes out on his own. But as the project drags on and on, and as Yanis loses both money and faith in himself, he sees his marriage begin to fall apart. The dream has turned into a nightmare. Tristan seems to have some kind of hidden agenda. What if everything that was happening was planned? Can Yanis break out of this downward spiral without dragging Véra down with 9



BEST-SELLERS 2017



Tanguy Viel ARTICLE 353 DU CODE PÉNAL (Ordinance nr 353 of the Penal Code)



Éditions de Minuit, January 2017, 176 pages



castle that was falling apart in order to develop a building complex. His promise ? Turn this desolate and remote foggy town into a great sea resort, the “new Saint Tropez”. But several months, years, pass and the project doesn’t evolve much: the site is nothing but mud and ruins. Most of the inhabitants have invested in a parcel, and are all victim of a scam that will ruin their lives. Tanguy Viel is a French literary author published by Minuit, born in 1973. He has been laureate of the Vila Medicis in 2003. He is translated in several languages (notably by Neri Pozza in Italy) and has been translated by De Arbeiderspers in the past.



« Écrit dans une langue savante et spontanée. On s’émeut. Et on entend même souffler le vent, force 10. Un grand livre. Le jugement est sans appel. » L’Obs ◊



Rights sold in: Italy (Neri Pozza), Germany (Wagenbach), Greece (Polis), Slovenia (Cankarjeva), the Netherlands (Wereldbibliotheek).



◊



Awarded the Grand prix RTL-Lire 2017.



◊



Short-listed for the Prix Anais Nin.



◊



The story of characters that are cheaters or dreamers (in reaction of a disappointing life) struggling with their destiny.



◊



A powerful story, literary and very accessible with an endearing character/tragic hero we relate to, a noir cinematographic seaside setting and a powerful end that carries humanity and hope.



◊



A colloquial and yet poetical language, filled with beautiful and insightful images, many of them related to the sea.



Through an elegant, uncluttered and wellmastered writing, we learn of a murder judged not as a murder but as a human story within a social reality: this is the account of a man and the decisions he took in his life.



Ce roman noir sous couverture blanche est un polar social où le désabusement tient lieu de suspense, une tragédie humaine déguisée en thriller maritime, la confession chabrolienne d’un meurtrier qui a tout perdu, sauf sa dignité et même son honnêteté. Tout cela écrit dans une langue aussi savante que spontanée et construit – contrairement aux Grands Sables – avec la science d’un architecte spécialisé dans les trompe-l’œil, les balcons filants et les lignes de fuite. On frémit. On s’émeut. Et on entend même souffler le vent, force 10. Un grand livre. Ce jugement est sans appel. « Suspense réussi. » Le Monde « Avec Article 353 du code pénal Tanguy Viel signe son roman le plus réaliste. » Libération « La confession d’un ouvrier breton floué par la vie et conduit à l’irréparable. Puissant roman d’un auteur passé maître dans l’usage de toutes les nuances de gris. » Télérama



We are in Brittany, on a semi island not far from Brest. There is a bridge, which takes you there, which is flooded twice a day. The shipyard has recently closed. Half of the population lived from its revenue. But each of the workers, such as Martial Kermeur, has been given a generous settlement. One night, while they are fishing crabs and lobsters, Kermeur pushes Antoine Lazenec overboard and watches him drown. After being arrested, he is asked by a freshly appointed judge (30 years old) to recount the facts, the story, from the beginning. That is how we learn of the biggest scam which ever happened in this part of the world. 6 years ago, the inhabitants’ peaceful lives are about to radically change when Lazenec arrives in town. A rich property developer who buys the domain of the 10
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Éric Vuillard L’ORDRE DU JOUR (The Agenda)



Actes Sud, May 2017, 160 pages



« Quelques scènes, relatées dans une langue ornée, pour chahuter les perspectives établies et rafraîchir la conscience collective. » Le Figaro Littéraire « Eric Vuillard qui, après 14 juillet, s’obsède avec brio sur cette journée particulière où le capitalisme allemand passa à la caisse. » Les Inrockuptibles



◊



Rights sold: Germany (Matthes & Seitz), Greece (Polis), UK (Picador) US (Other Press), Italy (E/O)



◊



27,000 copies sold.



◊



Listed for the Prix Goncourt, Prix Femina and Prix François-Mauriac 2017 and the prix du Livre européen



20 February 1933: on an unremarkable day at Berlin, a meeting of German captains of industry and senior Nazi dignitaries is being held. They are there to ‘stump up’ the funding for the accession to power of the National Socialist Party and its fearful Chancellor. 12 March 1938: the annexation of Austria is on the agenda and a grotesque day ensues which is intended to be go down in history: the newsreels capture for eternity a motorised army, a terrible power and a modern version of fate being enacted. But behind Goebbels’ glorious propaganda, it is an ersatz Blitzkrieg which unfolds, the Panzers breaking down in mass on the roads of Austria; it is a world away from the concocted myth. The true behindthe-scenes story of the Anschluss reveals a very different, and less glorious, picture: no longer is it the resolve of character or the deter- mination of a people which wins the day, but rather a combination of intimidation and bluff. A writer and filmmaker born in Lyon in 1968, Éric Vuillard won the Prix Ignatius J. Reilly in 2010 for Conquistadors (Léo Scheer 2009; Babel n° 1330), the prix Franz-Hessel in 2012 and the prix Valery-Larbaud in 2013 for Congo and La Bataille d’Occident (Actes Sud, 2012). Actes Sud has also published his Tristesse de la terre (prix Joseph-Kessel 2015) and 14 Juillet (2016, prix Alexandre-Vialatte 2017, shortlisted for the prix du livre Inter 2017).



« Le tout fourmille de faits vrais, d’anecdotes parlantes, de portraits à l’eau-forte. Eric Vuillard explore sans peur ce que la grande histoire cache sous le tapis, avec une verve féroce, en rappelant que « les plus grandes catastrophes s’avancent à petits pas » L’Humanité 11



HIGHLIGHTS FALL



HIGHLIGHTS FALL 



reality. Shell is torn between embracing childhood and listening to his inner adult. He throws himself into life with Viviane, much like throwing himself off a cliff, and decides to obey his queen’s wishes. Out of love. Out of playfulness. Out of recklessness.



Jean-Baptiste Andrea MA REINE (My Queen)



L'Iconoclaste, August 2017, 240 pages



My Queen is an ode to imagination, childhood and eccentricity. Amidst his landscapes of forgotten valleys and infinite plains reminiscent of Jean Giono, Jean- Baptiste Andrea creates a cast of wacky, abnormal characters; or rather, perfectly normal beings in a world of inverted values. Jean-Baptiste Andrea’s brilliant and instinctive writing offers a text from a child’s perspective. His experience as a director is evident in his use of striking images. My Queen is a visual text with echoes of fauvism, a cinematographic novel whose images linger long after reading.



◊



English sample available.



◊



Rights sold in: Romania (Trei/ Pandora), Germany (Surhkampf), Greece (Stereoma), Italy (Einaudi); Korea (OpenBooks).



◊



Short-listed for Prix Fémine, Prix Stanislas, Prix du roman Fnac, Grand Prix des lectrices de Elle , Prix Envoyé par La Poste, prix Eugène-Dabit du roman, Prix Landerneau des lecteurs and Prix Georges Brassens – Le Divan.



◊



French Folio.



pocket



rights



pre-empted



“A la manière aussi des livres d’AjarGary, Ma Reine est une fable, tendue, poétique, brillamment incarnée. Sur les pas d’un enfant perdu, un écrivain est né.” Livres Hebdo



by



A strongly visual first novel a novel bridging dreams and reality and dealing with childhood memories, first love and friendship. Vallée de l’Asse. Provence. Summer 1965. He lives in a petrol station with his parents. Not many cars pass by. What he likes is refilling tanks and polishing the Bakelite phone until it shines “like fresh tarmac.” He’s stopped going to school. “Genius. Bright spark. That’s everything I wasn’t, or so people were always telling me.” Shell is different. Then comes the fateful day when a cigarette changes everything, when Shell sets fire to the scrubland. His parents want to send him to a special institution. He decides to go to war and become a man. He climbs the zig-zagging path behind the station, but when he gets to the top there’s no war going on. There’s nothing but the smell of the scrubland and the echo of silence. The first morning a shadow appears in front of him, as though carried in on the breeze. It’s a wind girl who asks him to call her “My Queen”. It’s Viviane, and with her, life’s a game. The mountain plain is their playground where the impossible becomes 12
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Miguel Bonnefoy SUCRE NOIR (Black Sugar)



Rivages, August 2017, 214 pages



Determined to find the lost riches of Captain Henry Morgan, whose ship ran aground nearby some 300 years earlier, a string of intrepid explorers, including the ambitious Severo Bracamonte, will cross paths with Serena Otero, a sugar-cane-plantation heiress who dreams of other horizons. Over the years – as the family business, which distils the best rum around, flourishes – everyone is searching the treasure they believe will bring meaning to their lives. But in this untamed land, heady with intoxicating vapours of rum and guava trees, fatality – garbed in bright, tropical hues – wreaks havoc with their all-consuming ambitions and desires.



◊



English sample available.



◊



Rights sold in: World English (Gallic Books) & Italy (66and2nd), Spain (Armaenia), Venezuela (Monte Avila), the Netherlands (Karaat).



◊



Short-listed for the Prix Femina, Prix Landerneau and Prix du Style.



◊



A modern tale of pirates and treasure with maps, metal detectors and adventurers who are both enthusiastic and determined to find gold.



◊



The story reads like an old-fashioned count, but is studded with modern irony; it adds new spin to the genre’s clichés, and the characters are stunningly portrayed.



Miguel Bonnefoy’s first novel, LE VOYAGE D’OCTAVIO, published in 2015, attracted a tremendous amount of attention and won a great number of prizes and awards, including the Prix de la Vocation, the Prix Fénéon and the Prix Edmée de La Rochefoucauld. It has been translated into four languages: World English (Gallic Books), Italy (66th and 2nd), Greece (Utopia Publishing), Spain (Armaenia, world rights except Venezuela) and Venezuela (Monte Avila); and sold more than 25,000 copies in France only.



« Deux ans après son enchanteur Le Voyage d’Octavio, Bonnefoy confirme son statut de jeune prodige de la fiction francophone avec ce deuxième opus à l’imaginaire envoûtant. Une prose éclatante. » Les Inrocks « Une saga miniature qu’on lit comme un joli conte de Garcia Márquez. » L’Obs



◊



A saga of several generations and how their lives are affected by the sociological and technical evolutions of their era: the transformation from a rustic sugar-cane plantation to a distillery, the arrival of the Post Office in the village, the first automobiles and more.



« Conteur hors pair, Miguel Bonnefoy part sur les traces d’un trésor enfoui qui enflamme les âmes. Une saga, un portrait de femme, un récit d’aventure, un grand roman. Il est sûrement l’un des grands écrivains d’aujourd’hui et de demain.» L’Express



◊



A rogue’s gallery of colourful characters that are very believable as real people, making it easy for readers to identify and sympathize with them.



◊



A dream-like aesthetic in bright, tropical hues that is reminiscent – without copying or parodying – of the greatest South American magical realists (Garcia Marquez, Sepulveda, etc).



« Miguel Bonnefoy réussit un roman musical qui donne envie de partir à la recherche d’un coffre rempli d’or. Il fait scintiller la langue française qu’il ne craint pas de rendre poétique. » Lire « Un deuxième roman très réussi, à la fois roman d’aventures, d’amour et conte mâtiné de réalisme magique. » Page des Libraires



In this novel, Miguel Bonnefoy reimagines the legendary tale of one of history’s most famous buccaneers, recounting, in prose inspired by Latin American magical realism, the fates of men shaped both by a search for love and by the vagaries of fate. A fabulous page-turner with intense, smoothly flowing narration. On a Caribbean island, a legend of pirate treasure will disrupt the quiet lives of the Otero family. 13



HIGHLIGHTS FALL



Jean-Gabriel Causse LES CRAYONS DE COULEUR (The Crayons)



Alain Timsit Agency, September 2017, 288 pages



◊



Rights sold in: France (Flammarion at auction), Pocket France (J’ai Lu - Preempt), Germany (Bertelsmann/Random House), Castillan world (Grijalbo), Catalan (Rosa Del Vents/Penguin Random House), Italy (Harper Collins), (Hyundaemunha), Lithuania (Lithuanian Wrier’s Union), Russia (Sindbad).



◊



Option signed for an international feature film project.



◊



An unusual theme: the symbolism of colors, which teaches us a lot about their role in our lives and invites us to pay more attention to their impact.



◊



Instantly endearing characters who are struggling in their lives, but who evolve together over the course of the novel.



◊



A book filled with humor, wacky situations and suspense, making for a real page turner



colors start disappearing all over the planet. First yellow, which nobody seems to mind except Ajay, an Indian cab driver in New York who has synesthesia. Then the other colors disappear as well, leading to unbelievable chaos. Since Charlotte – a renowned scientist specialized in color, as her blindness would not lead you to expect – has a daily radio show about color, she finds herself suddenly very much in the spotlight. With non-functioning traffic lights leading to traffic jams and accidents; fashion designers tearing their hair out, and flavors fading away, clothing stores and restaurants are emptying out. Scientists and journalists, searching for an explanation of the strange phenomenon, come up with all sorts of theories, each one more outlandish than the last. Living in a world of black, white and shades of gray, the population becomes collectively depressed and an unprecedented economic crisis looms. A recovering alcoholic, a blind woman, a cab driver, a group of retirees and a little girl with an unusual gift each have their own role to play to bring colors back before it’s too late. Especially since a group of incompetent bandits run by the Chinese Mafia is trying to take advantage of this global phenomenon. A book that intertwines culture and humor by an author who really knows his subject. After L'ETONNANT POUVOIR DES COULEURS (“The Astonishing Power of Colors,” Le Palio 2014 - J'ai Lu 2016), a bestseller translated into 15 languages, Jean-Gabriel Causse, designer and color specialist, presents his debut novel, which sparked a major auction in France and will be published by Flammarion in September 2017.



Have colors really disappeared or have people just stopped noticing them? This slightly wacky but philosophical tale, which is also a rom-com, introduces us to the fascinating and little-known world of color. Having lost his white-collar job, 30-something Arthur, divorced and built like a rugby player, has started drowning his sorrows in drink. His only joy comes from observing Charlotte in the in the building across the street. She is a very pretty young blind woman who lives alone with her 7-year-old daughter, Louise. Despite his self-defeating efforts to portray himself as a loser, Arthur eventually gets a job in a crayon factory. But the miracle doesn’t last. Two events will change his life and allow him to cross paths with Charlotte and her daughter. The first, fairly ordinary one, is that the factory goes out of business, throwing the entire staff out of work. The second, which happens at the same time, is more surprising: 14
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Kamel Daoud ZABOR OU LES PSAUMES (Zabor, or the Psalms) Actes Sud, August 2017, 336 pages



school, and then to Koranic school, but he continues to learn on his own, particularly French. Reading The Thousand and One Nights, he realizes he has a gift: he can extend the life of whoever he writes about in his notebooks. But one day he is given a difficult task: extending the life of his own father, who is at death’s door. For seven nights, he will try unceasingly to write his own story as well as his family’s, but in the end he fails, gaining a certain freedom, but probably banishment as well. A book that explores the nearly magical power of language as well as of fiction, a necessity to human life. A fable, parable and confession, Kamel Daoud's second novel pays homage to the essential need for fiction and to the insolent freedom afforded by an adopted language.



◊



Rights sold in: Italy (La Nave di Teseo) the Netherlands (Ambo Anthos), Germany (Kiepenheuer), Greece (Patakis), Sweden (Tranan), Romania (Polirom).



◊



Ongoing offers from Serbia and US!



◊



Long-listed for the prix Interallié



◊



Awarded the 2017 Prix Transfuge for best French novel



◊



Praised by France's President Macron and picked up by PW's International Hot Book Properties...



◊



Kamel Daoud’s latest novel, after THE MEURSAULT INVESTIGATION draws readers to the Maghreb once again.



◊



◊



◊



A book that stimulates reflection both about the power and impact of religious discourse, and about superstitions that are supposed to protect people from peril and danger. A bridge is built between secular writing and religious thought. A reflection about language, particularly about choosing to write in a language other than one’s mother tongue to recount one’s own history and identity. A writing that holds a mirror up to our own relationship with reading and writing, every reader will see a reflection of their own unique relationship to words and the imagination.



Born in 1970 in Mostaganem, Kamel Daoud lives in Oran. A journalist and columnist for some twenty years, for over fifteen years he wrote the most widely read column in Algeria for the daily newspaper Le Quotidien d’Oran. In recent years, he has contributed regular articles to the international press and in the spring of 2016 he was awarded the Prix Lagardère for journalist of the year. With Actes Sud, he has published a collection of short stories, LA PRÉFACE DU NÈGRE (Babel n° 1291), his debut novel, MEURSAULT, CONTRE-ENQUÊTE (2014; Goncourt for the best first novel, Prix des cinq continents de la francophonie, Prix François-Mauriac, Prix liste Goncourt / le choix de l’Orient, Prix liste Goncourt / le choix roumain, Prix liste Goncourt / le choix serbe) which brought him international acclaim (over thirty translations published or in preparation), and MES INDÉPENDANCES. CHRONIQUES 2010-2016 (2017).



“With this challenging, almost Persian-style novel, the writer asserts his singularity within Algerian society, sapped by beliefs that shroud the horizons of the imagination.” Livres Hebdo « Une parabole étincelante et poétique autant qu’une preuve de sa foi en la littérature contre la bêtise des hommes » Le Point « Kamel Daoud signe un très grand roman » « L’un des livres les plus passionnants sur la construction d’un jeune homme dans une société raide et patriarcale, mais aussi un tribut passionné à la littérature. » Transfuge



Like a legend that can be interpreted in many different ways, this is a tale of a Scheherazadelike character from The Thousand And One Nights, who writes every night to distract death and protect the lives of everyone who lives in his village. Aboukir: A village on the outskirts of the desert. Zabor’s mother is dead and his father has abandoned him, so he is being raised by a spinster aunt and a grandfather who suffers from wordmemory deficiency. He is sent briefly first to public 15



HIGHLIGHTS FALL



Aline Kiner LA NUIT DES BÉGUINES (The Night Of The Beguines)



Liana Levi, August 2017, 336 pages



◊



We do not handle Polish rights for this title.



◊



Short-listed for the Prix du roman Fnac.



◊



Three fiercely independent female characters who choose to live however they please, at a time when women were often ruled by their fathers or husbands.



◊



A well-documented book with a lot of interesting historical information about life, politics and religion in the Middle Ages.



◊



The story is set in a beguinage, little known structures that date back to the Middle Ages. They were compounds with dozens of small cottages housing widows or women who wanted to leave the outside world without going so far as to become nuns.



◊



A feminine « Name of the rose » that’s hard to put down.



Brilliantly interweaving the high points of the reign of Philip the Fair with the daily life of medieval Paris, intermingling the fates of fictional and real characters, Aline Kiner carries us along in fascinated suspense. It’s an enclave in the heart of Paris, until now protected by the king. In the great beguinage, widowed or unmarried, rich or poor, women are subject to no rule nor any authority. They may study, work, manage their property, and circulate freely. Ysabel chose to withdraw here twenty years ago. For Ade as well, the beguinage is a refuge, withdrawn from the world. But a newcomer is about to shatter the tranquillity of this little universe. One morning in January 1310, Ysabel discovers a wild young lady in rags at the door of the beguinage. She escaped form a forced marriage, and is accused of being a witch because of her red hair. For red, so it’s said, is an accursed colour, the colour of the devil.



Silent, rebellious, Maheut the Red has fled a horrible arranged marriage to the lord of Hainaut, her native region. Since then, throughout the entire city, a sinister Franciscan monk is relentlessly tracking her down... Soon, evil signs multiply around the community. The trial of the Templars continues stirring up gossip. And, a few hundred meters from the enclosure, on the riverside Place de Grève, one of their own is about to be burned: Marguerite Porete, a Beguine from Valenciennes, whose heretical book is at the heart of a secret pact. Aline Kiner is editor-in-chief of special issues of the journal Sciences et Avenir. She has compiled numerous dossiers on the Middle Ages and interviewed the greatest medievalists: Georges Duby, Jacques Le Goff, and Claude Gauvard. Editions Liana Levi has published LE JEU DU PENDU (2011) and La Vie sur le fil (2014). LA NUIT DES BÉGUINES is the fruit of three years of research and writing.



“Very well documented, building on solid sources Aline Kiner brilliantly juggles history and fiction.”Le Figaro magazine “Sensitive and subtle in substance, carnal and poetic in form, this Night is a luminous novel .” huffingtonpost.fr “Aline Kiner leads us with brio into a little known Middle Ages of strong, eru-dite, supportive, and generous women.” Page des libraires « Sensible et subtil sur le fond, charnel et poétique dans sa forme, cette Nuit est un roman lumineux de douceur et de générosité dans l'assemblage des mots, le mariage des pensées, la communion littéraire avec ce qui fut un moment unique de la spiritualité médiévale. » huffingtonpost.fr « Aline Kiner nous entraîne avec brio dans un Moyen Âge méconnu auprès de ces femmes fortes, érudites, solidaires et généreuses. » Page des libraires « Très documentée, s’appuyant sur de solides références, Aline Kiner jongle brillamment avec l’Histoire et la fiction. » Le Figaro Magazine « Mieux qu'un document historique, un roman foisonnant et instructif. » La Croix « Stimulant et original! » Onlalu « Aline Kiner livre un récit totalement passionnant, un roman noir et sauvage en poulaine qui, fait troublant, est d’une actualité évidente. » Quatresansquatre « Un roman historique à suspense qui captive dès les premières lignes. » Le Télégramme 16



Lester Agency / Spring 2017 / Fiction Catalogue



Julien Nuzzo LA CHAMBRE DES MERVEILLES (The Room Of Wonders) Calmann-Lévy, March 2018, 209 pages



mother, the feisty Odette, and learns how to take a closer look at others once again. Thelma will benefit from these challenges and will make unforgivable encounters. Julien Nuzzo was born in 1980 in the south of France. THE ROOM OF WONDERS is his first novel.



« It is so very rare for an editor to read such a strong novel, with a painful sensation at the back of the throat yet a frank urge to laugh at Thelma’s blunders and Louis’s dark humour. Our only hope is to see Louis wake up and everything go back to the way that it once was! But of course, such wishfulness is irrelevant, what was before a catastrophe belongs to the past, and it is the future that one must reinvent ». – Caroline Lepée, Editor ◊



We do not handle Polish rights for this title



◊



Offers from the Netherlands, Sweden, Germany, Spain, Italy, Israel, UK/US, Iceland and Russia.



◊



English Sample available!



◊



A feel-good book with lots of humorous moments. The ordeals the heroine goes through show her the true value of family ties and mother love.



◊



A heroine who questions her own role as a mother and sees her vision of family and happiness evolve over the course of the book.



◊



The narration alternates between the viewpoint of the mother and the thoughts of the son in a coma.



A journey through the dreams of a child living on borrowed time, a novel that mirrors life, unexpected, moving, funny, sometimes tough. At other times thrilling. After an accident, Louis, 12 years old, now lies in a very deep coma, surely irreversible. Four weeks from now, if there is no improvement, it will be necessary for his mother Thelma to decide whether to keep him on the respirator or not. Arriving home from the hospital, Thelma finds a notebook under her son’s pillow, in which he has compiled a list of his dreams, or rather of all the experiences he’d like to live before he goes: Louis calls them “his wonders”, being: spend a crazy day in Tokyo, get a tattoo, take an intensive football course…



In the course of this journey through the dreams of a child, and in the midst of this frightening countdown, Thelma rediscovers the flavour of life, friendship, and mutual assistance, the dragging of time and the touch of craziness. She comes to terms with herself and with her 17



HIGHLIGHTS FALL



Victor Pouchet POURQUOI LES OISEAUX MEURENT (Why Birds Die)



Finitude, September 2017, 192 pages



for the Magazine Littéraire as well as working for the Maison de la Poésie. POURQUOI LES OISEAUX MEURENT is his first novel.



"A delightful French literary debut, with a poetic and melancholic atmosphere as well as obvious cinematic references such as Hitchcock's Birds. Not to be missed!" Koukla MacLehose "A coming-of-age story with many scientific and intimate digressions." "Between THE LOVE BOAT and THE BIRDS, a melancholic young narrator face to face with his own obsessions: birds. Is the death of birds, by hundreds, a nuclear accident, the sign of the end of the world or something else?" Béatrix Foisil



◊



English sample chapter available.



◊



Rights sold in: Germany (Berlin Verlag), Czech Republic (Paseka), China (Haitian), Poland (Czarna Owca).



◊



Was short-listed for the Prix Stanislas for best first novel.



◊



A surprising and exhilarating debut novel at crossroads between personal family stories and natural history.



◊



A sensitive writing introducing a young man in search of identity intertwined with encyclopedic knowledge and amusing real anecdotes about birds and science.



◊



An ornithological and naturalist stroll.



"A clever and witty debut novel, which reveals a young new voice with a fine sense of observation and a brilliant, laconic style. The oscillating and hesitating main character in his search is both, a very contemporary hero and a likable, touching man." Bettina Foulon « Un savoureux, ironique et mélancolique premier roman. […] On ne vous dira pas pourquoi les oiseaux meurent, mais on sait maintenant pourquoi un écrivain est né. » Jérôme Garcin, L’Obs. « Une flânerie incongrue. » Lire



brillante,



hilarante



et



« Victor Pouchet signe un premier roman imaginatif. » Livres hebdo



In Victor Pouchet’s clever debut novel, the narrator embarks on a seemingly river-trip in Normandy and on a quest to himself. One day, in Normandy, birds mysteriously fell out of the sky. Clearly nobody cares about the fact that it was raining birds. The local newspapers barely mentioned it. Only a young Parisian who is trying to avoid working on his thesis finds himself fascinated by this strange phenomenon that took place in the village where he grew up. He searches, investigates and finds several leads, each one more unexpected and unlikely than the last. He embarks a cruise down the Seine, falls in love, meets both friendly and unfriendly faces, dreams up a family ancestor, and tries to put both his notes and his life in order. After the international bestseller WAITING FOR BOJANGLES by Olivier Bourdeaut, this is the latest talented new author discovered by Éditions Finitude. Victor Pouchet was born in Paris in 1985. He holds an advanced degree in Modern Literature and teaches advanced placement classes. He is also occasionally a critic



18



Lester Agency / Spring 2017 / Fiction Catalogue



DEBUT NOVEL / NEW VOICES Marion Messina FAUX DÉPART (False Start)



Le Dilettante, August 2017, 224 pages



frustrations of the entomological rigour.



young



generation



with



Faux depart is ingenious and unrelenting, the narrator’s eye is sharp and cruel, precise and disillusioned, drawing a hell of a picture of our society and its flaws, in particular the promises it makes to the young generation. The author’s infinite affection for her characters, together with her lively, balanced style, plunges us into the world of the little people of France, the excluded. Aurélie, though only 18, has so much to tell: the grain of sand wants to become a diamond… Though from a poor neighbourhood, Marion Messina talks proper, is not an arsonist or a victim, was raised by book-loving, gourmet, working-class parents: she was predestined not to conform to any clichés. She became a freelance journalist, studied political science and finally got a technical certificate in agriculture. The authoress is 27 years old.



◊



Rights sold in: Germany (Hanser, preempt) and Italy (La nave di Teseo, preempt).



◊



French paperback rights sold by auction to J'ai Lu.



◊



The author is already described as a female version of Houellebecq!!



◊



An acerbic, striking lucid first novel, in empathy with the dignified, defiant, creative little people of France.



◊



An ode to hope for a generation enduring a loss of social status and an economic crisis.



◊



A hymn to youth, without clichés, sordid realism or glorified suffering.



“Unlike Grenoble where the initial contact was very quickly followed by salacious innuendos, roving eyes and a throaty voice, Parisians had a neurotic need to talk. Work was often at the heart of their discussions.” Aurélie, eighteen, the daughter of working-class parents, arrives at university at the peak of the subprime crisis. Fed up with the mediocrity of her young life, she decides to go and live in Paris. With no money, no guarantor and no lodgings, she bumps against the invisible barrier of a supposedly egalitarian society run and organized by the beneficiaries of a system on its last legs. With her lover Alejandro, who has a passion for Argentinian literature and endless drinking binges, and her friend Benjamin, an unsuccessful mediaevalist turned pizza delivery driver, Aurélie tries to find an alternative to the absurd, servile life that lies ahead.



“Among the first novels, I smiled on opening Faux départ by Marion Messina […]. I hope the 292 authors I have not mentioned here will not take umbrage: they shouldn’t have published at this time of the year. The literary rentrée is a cruel game, in which many are called but few are read.” Frédéric Beigbeder - Le Figaro Magazine “I thoroughly enjoyed this entertaining, delicate, saucy and oh so true novel about our era.” Fabrice Langlet, Librairie Les Nouveautés « Tout cela sonne vrai, tristement vrai; mais on se console en s’avisant qu’une romancière est née. » Marianne « Tous les travers du monarchisme résiduel de la société française sont passes au crible de sa lucidité tranchante. » L’Obs « Cette love story estudiantine renoue avec le ton démobilisé du premier Houellebecq, Extension du domaine de la lutte. » Frédéric Beigbeder, Le Figaro Magazine « Un roman coup de poing, qui vous prend et vous ancre dans la réalité dure et âpre d’une jeunesse « mal partie ». Nicolas Faroux, Chapitre.com, Paris 15e « J’ai été enchanté par ce roman jubilatoire, fin,croustillant et tellement vrai sur l’époque. » Fabrice Langlet, Librairie Les Nouveautés, Paris 10e



Always in the approach phase, never in the lunarlanding phase, Marion Messina describes the daily 19



DEBUT NOVEL / NEW VOICES



Thomas Flahaut OSTWALD (Ostwald)



L’Olivier, August 2017, 190 pages



◊



Shortlisted for: Prix Stanislas for best debut novel!, Prix de la Vocation, Prix Feuille d’or de la ville de Nancy, Prix des lecteurs de L’escale du livre 2018.



◊



A promising first novel with an unusual and captivating style.



◊



Based on wandering and nostalgia, two brothers’ relationship unravels, like a reflection of youth left to its own devices.



◊



With curt, cutting dialogues, the author manages to capture the cold, threatening atmosphere, and readers will be gripped by the latent tension.



OSTWALD is an apocalyptic tale of wandering set in a fictional Eastern France: a strikingly original debut novel. In this realistic first novel, Thomas Flahaut offers a convincing description of the threats to democracy when order begins to yield to chaos. Born in 1991, after having been raised near Strasbourg, Thomas Flahaut now lives in Lausanne, Switzerland.



A dystopia that turns into a nightmare: following a nuclear meltdown at Fessenheim, a state of emergency is declared in a climate of hysteria. A nuclear power plant melts down, and in a postapocalyptic context, two estranged brothers are forced to work together to escape from a refugee camp and search for their family. For them, the catastrophe is the start of a long journey through a devastated land. Two brothers are left to their own devices when the suburbs of Strasbourg are evacuated after a nearby nuclear power plant blows up. Jammed into a refugee camp, they decide to escape, making their way back to Strasbourg, crossing a post-apocalyptic desert, siphoning gas from abandoned cars, eating spoiled food and trying to patch up a relation that has long been cast aside Unable to find their father, the two brothers wind up at the Parliament in Strasbourg, where young people have gathered in a haphazard way, using generators to make deafening music, inventing their own drugs and drinking as though there were no tomorrow. When a short circuit sets the cables on fire, Noël runs away, losing track of his brother, who heads off on his own. The Parliament collapses and Noël winds up alone. 20



Lester Agency / Spring 2017 / Fiction Catalogue



Errol Henrot LES LIENS DU SANG (The Bond of Blood)



Pierre Benghozi LOKI 1942 (Loki 1942)



Serge Safran, September 2017, 160 pages



Le Dilettante, August 2017, 192 pages



◊



In the same vein as Upton Sinclair’s Jungle.



◊



The animal rights condition is gaining more and more adepts and raises questions among intellectuals.



◊



The author is a convinced vegetarian who chose fiction to share his point of view on the matter of animal suffering.



◊



A classic and clinically cold writing style.



A tense, sharp, activist first novel on animal suffering and vegetarianism. The discovery of blood. Something is wrong. François is hired to kill in a slaughter house on the outskirts of the city, the one where his father had worked. He's a sad boy, the kind of absent person who never shows his emotions. Day after day, year after year, he witnesses ordinary violence to animals. Within the confines of the slaughterhouse walls, he has the impression of being in another world, and this daily brutality gradually changes his personality. Outside, the horror persists, the suffering remains. Madness looms. The question of blood returns: and what if Earth was unable to absorb a single drop more? The passing of his father whose dead flesh haunts him, the denunciation of the absurd slaughter of a cow, the violent row that ensued with the manager forces François to flee, a flight that will not be a predictable getaway but a real escape, a fusion at the heart of a magnificent landscape which suddenly becomes a cosmic hermitage. « Un roman tout à fait remarquable, qui plonge au plus profond de ses personnages, et invite le lecteur à un examen de conscience sur son rapport au monde, à la nature, aux autres êtres vivants. » Livres Hebdo



◊



A very theatrical huis-clos that plays out over barely more than a day; characters with palpable personalities: stubborn, violent, abusive and touching.



◊



A real page-turner literary flair.



with



undeniable



Winter 1942, Norway: Five trouble-making pupils have been kept after school by their teacher, when a Nazi officer and his henchmen burst violently in and threaten to execute them all in retaliation for an attack perpetrated against the Occupying Forces. The teacher is badly wounded. She has just one night to teach her worst pupils a long, difficult coded message. Ida Grieg, a member of a Resistance cell, has developed a code that allows different cells to send each other messages. It is the eve of a major operation, and the other groups must be warned. A long poem cycle from Scandinavian mythology, symbolized by Loki the sly god of discord, will be the code. Deprived of her physical capacities, lying wounded on the floor, unable even to stand, she will try with all her might to teach the poem to the children in a single night, before she breathes her last. The teacher dies before the children’s eyes at dawn. When they learn that adults have offered to sacrifice themselves so the children will be spared, they try to stall a little while longer. One of the children, who has been tortured and who has never been seen as a good student, surprises everyone by remembered the poem and delivering it to the messenger. Having done her duty, the teacher leaves behind her educated, determined young adults, who have found in their newly liberated minds a refuge that evil can not reach. Pierre Benghozi was born in Perpignan in 1961 and is a scriptwriter for the film industry. LOKI 1942 is his first novel.
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DEBUT NOVEL / NEW VOICES



Ludovic Ninet LA FILLE DU VAN (The Girl With The Van)



Serge Safran, August 2017, 208 pages



“With hard-hitting sentences and sustained acuteness, the author has written a bitter, yet moving chronicle of self-discovery and the search for community and forgiveness.” Bruxelles Culture “Post-traumatic shock is masterfully portrayed through snatches and snippets, then as dramatically as a bolt of lightning.” “Sometimes it is the dead that make us feel alive, too. Horrendous, but hopeful.” “An impressive debut novel for a very promising French author.”



◊



Endearing but wounded, hypersensitive characters, who live in the margins in order to escape reality.



◊



An idyllic setting that gradually yields to a darker, yet still hopeful atmosphere.



◊



A straightforward style that faithfully and sincerely transcribes the violence of memories of war.



“Everything is portrayed with realism and sincerity, with neither false sentiments nor lies. Life is what it is, without embellishment or detours.”



Behind the magnificent façade of the South of France, with its beaches, turquoise water and white sands, four characters with different, but equally painful pasts, will each try both to keep their heads above water and to support each other, in order to bring meaning back to their lives. Red-headed Sonja is struggling with nightmares as she tries to flee her past as a soldier in Afghanistan. She is living a nomadic life, wandering around southern France in a van, stopping here and there to do odd jobs. Having arrived in Mèze, a small town near Montpelier, she meets Pierre, a former Olympic champion pole-vaulter, whose dreams have been shattered. Then she becomes friends with Sabine, who gets her a job in a supermarket, and Abbes, the son of a harki (an Algerian who fought for the French during the Algerian War of Independence) who has had several run-ins with the police. Between Mèze, Sète and Balaruc-les-Bains, on the shores of a string of lagoons known as the Thau Bssin, the four of them will try to invent new horizons and a brighter future for themselves and each other. Ludovic Ninet was born in Paris in 1976. He plied the journalists’ trade for 15 years. He now lives in the Vendée region, on France’s Atlantic coast. La Fille du van is his debut novel.
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Fabrice Papillon LE DERNIER HYVER (The Last Hyver)



Belfond, October 2017, 624 pages



◊



A historian and philosopher by training, the author returns to his first loves, blending history, philosophy and the very latest scientific discoveries.



◊



An edifying and consummately handled thriller.



Fabrice Papillon has worked as a science journalist for twenty years and has produced numerous documentaries. He has published eight popular science books in collaboration with leading scientists such as Axel Kahn. LE DERNIER HYVER is his first novel.



Imagine a world without men, a world where women would reign with an absolute power... August 415 AD: in ancient Alexandria there lived the great and worthy Hypatia, who was an outstanding philosopher and mathematician. She was massacred in the street by a raging mob and all her writings were burned, with the exception of a single manuscript: a codex containing the secret of life and of procreation without men. Over the course of the centuries, it has passed through the hands of some of the greatest thinkers, including Leonardo da Vinci, Newton and Voltaire, who devoted themselves to completing the work of the great philosopher. Their research gave rise to the creation of a third sex, the Amazons, whose purpose was to elevate all of humanity to a superior level, without the assistant of men. July 2018: Hypatia’s disciples are continuing to protect the age-old codex and to perpetuate the knowledge it contains with the goal of finally realizing her vision, but their enemies, including the Inquisition and the mysterious assassins, are ever-present and implacable. The bodies of several young women are found dismembered and burnt to a cinder in Paris. In the view of the brilliant Marie, a trainee investigator and forensics expert in the serious crime squad at 36 Quai des Orfèvres, this vile modus operandi is strangely reminiscent of an ancient rite... Together with the experienced but sullen Inspector Brunier, she scours the catacombs of the capital and stakes out abandoned metro stations in the course of her investigations. But when Marie realizes she is being shadowed by strange men in black cloaks, the enquiry takes a personal turn. What if there is a connection between the young woman and the legendary Amazons? 23



DEBUT NOVEL / NEW VOICES



Pascal Voisine MON GAMIN (My Kid)



Calmann-Lévy, August 2017, 240 pages



A novel with an unsettling atmosphere intertwining music, mental illness and adolescence. A film buff since childhood and director of short films, it is as assistant director that Pascal Voisine first discovered psychiatry, a fascinating world unto itself. From there came the inspiration for this, his debut novel, whose melody is unique, whose characters are endearingly strange, and from which the certainty arises that life can find its way anywhere and everywhere



“Une enquête qui entrecroise musique et psychiatrie.” Livres Hebdo



◊



French paperback rights sold to Le Livre de Poche.



◊



A masculine novel about first love, music and hidden secrets.



◊



An exceptional friendship between a boy who’s still virtually a child and an adult who’s not like other people.



◊



An unusual first novel in which the main character looks back on the day his life changed.



◊



The story is built like a movie with several point-of-view and flashbacks.



A debut novel brimming with finesse that explores the balance between fantasy and the sorrows of life through the eyes of a teenager and and a cast of unconventional and touching characters. The summer of 1977, a season of vinyl records, hot weather and swimming, Thierry, 14, discovers music, first love and the roller coaster of adolescence, when everything is both boring and intense. He and Francis, a mentally handicapped man who lives in the nearby psychiatric ward, form a fast, joy-filled friendship. Yet everything changes drastically that summer. Thierry catches Emelyne, his father’s much-younger girlfriend, cheating on him with a male nurse who is a devoted fan of Elvis. Wanting to avenge his father, Thierry sneaks into the man’s home. Caught in the act, he panics and strikes the nurse a fatal blow with his favorite guitar. The body isn’t discovered until quite a while later, and an angry mob of villagers kills Francis, whom they believe is the killer. When Thierry’s father uncovers his son’s secret, he takes his son to Spain for his own safety and falsely confesses to the murder himself. Forty years later, Thierry, now a successful musician, decides to explore his late father’s life. He realizes that his father took the rap for all those years in order to protect him. 24
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(RE)DISCOVERED WRITER Magda Szabó ABIGAËL Viviane Hamy, September 2017, 400 pages



According to an old Matulian tradition, Abigaël helps all those who ask. And, miraculously, the guardian angel comes to them! A series of fantastical adventures lifts Gina from purgatory and helps her understand both her father’s painful decision and the meaning of the words “honour”, “solidarity” and “friendship”. Hungary’s foremost woman novelist Magda Szabo was born on Oct 5, 1917 in Debrecen, Austria – Hungary. Talented Magda was a poet, dramatist, essayist, novelist and also an actress. Magda’s works were banned from publication during the Stalinist rule covering the period 1949 to 1956. Magda’s first novel, ‘Fresko’ published in 1958 turned to be a huge success. The British readers recognised her as the author of ‘Az Ajto’ translated in English as ‘The Door’.



“Les portraits des professeurs et des élèves sont pétris de vérité, les conversations des jeunes filles et leurs interrogations décrites subtilement. Superbe!” Librairie l’Ange ◊



Abigaël, a rite-of-passage novel, is to be published on the occasion of the 100th anniversary of the birth of Madga Szabó, the great woman of Hungarian literature.



◊



A true page-turner for both youngsters and adults.



◊



Considered to be one of the giants of contemporary Hungarian literature, Magda Szabo’s works were published in almost 42 countries. Multi-talented Magda Szabo died on Nov 19, 2007 in Kerepes, Hungary.



◊



Since 2003, when La Porte was unanimously awarded the Prix Femina Etranger, Viviane Hamy strives to ensure that the works of this exceptional writer and woman, who was among the first to resist the communist regime, are read and re-read.



‘Abigael’ was one of Magda’s popular novels which were made a television series in 1978. This novel was also chosen as the most read novel in Hungary. Gina is being sent away to boarding school. Her adored father has announced it without any explanation. “Don’t say goodbye to anyone, not friends or acquaintances. You must tell no one that you are leaving Budapest. Promise me!” She must forget her old life and join, in a faraway province, Matula, a very strict Calvinist school, renowned for its quality education. A spoilt child, who stubbornly resists rules and rituals, she is soon set apart. The only way she can survive is to make an escapewhich ends in pitiful failure. In despair, the teenager turns to Abigaël, the statue at the bottom of the garden, and confides her sorrows in her. 25
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himself to be the son of the captain, who with the help and advice of the priest, gives up the pirate life.



Virginie Caillé-Bastide LE SANS DIEU (The Godless)



Born in 1962 in Lorient, Virginie Caillé-Bastide has worked for over 30 years in advertising. Le Sans Dieu, her first novel, draws on her roots in Brittany and her fascination with history.



Héloïse d’Ormesson, August 2017, 336 pages



« Pour son premier roman – un coup de maître – Virginie Caillé-Bastide a choisi un genre délaissé par les écrivains en herbe qui croient leur nombrils passionnant : le livre d’aventure maritime. Un Sans Dieu presque sans faute. » Le Figaro Magazine « Avec sa langue riche, agrémentée d'expressions en breton, Le Sans Dieu possède tous les ingrédients d'un bon roman de pirates : des péripéties, des personnages hauts en couleur et de nombreuses scènes où le lecteur retient son souffle ! » Page des Libraires



◊



Long-listed as a talend to follow by Cultura, the 2nd biggest chain of bookshops in France



◊



French pocket Pocket.



◊



Complex, troubled and tormented characters with dark souls united through the fate of their ship, the Sans-Dieu



◊



A lively style with colorful dialogues that reflect these 18th-century pirates’ times and world.



◊



Two opposing views of adventure that will draw readers into philosophical reflections about human beliefs and values.



rights



pre-empted



to



A tale of pirates and adventure, portraying the lives of the men on board, who are united by their love of freedom, with thoughtful reflections about the code of values they believe in. Arthur, captain of the ship Le Sans Dieu, became a pirate after the death of his last surviving son, a few years before. He has been spreading a reign of terror across the seas ever since. Although he has abandoned his faith and is guided only by his hatred of religion, the arrival on board of some atypical characters will change everyone’s fate. Tristan, who was taken on board when the pirates plundered a royal ship, will gradually come to take part in life on board. At the same time, the captain will take a priest prisoner. Due to their opposing views on religion, the two men are fervent adversaries. Yet over the course of chess games and heated debates, they get to know each other well. While they don’t become friends, they do come to respect each other. An encounter with a rival group of pirates leads to an impressive battle that makes the captain reconsider his life. On his death bed, Tristan, reveals 26
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Thierry Dancourt JEUX DE DAME (Lady’s Games)



La Table Ronde, August 2017, 208 pages



In “Jeux de dame,” Thierry Dancourt has pulled off something only he can do: intertwine a Modianoesque atmosphere with the codes of a Le Carré thriller, with characters who are melancholy’s own double agents. Thierry Dancourt was born in Montmorency, a leafy suburb north of Paris. He is a free-lance writer/editor in the fields of architecture and urbanism. Hôtel de Lausanne (2008, 10/18, 2010), written in Paris and Casablanca, won the Prix du Premier Roman (Début Novel Prize), and was followed by Jardin d’hiver (“Winter Garden”, 2010, 10/18, 2013) and Les Ombres de Marge Finaly (“Marge Finaly’s Shadows,” 2012), all published by La Table Ronde.



“A chic and melancholic talent.” Frédéric Beigbeder, le Figaro Magazine



◊



◊



◊



An atmosphere reminiscent of Modiano, with meticulously crafted scenes and revelations. Thierry Dancourt excels in portraying women. Here, his heroine is an attractive dreamer: Solange Darnal, a mysterious, ambivalent character who navigates between two men. The 60s Cold War setting, filled with double agents and top-secret documents, and an exciting plot that makes readers want to know how it will all come out in the end.



In the early 60s, the elegant, solitary Solange wanders between Paris, Berlin just before the Wall and rainy Trieste and its melancholic atmosphere. The characters drive Volvo P1800s and smoke State Express cigarettes, and the women wear butter-yellow raincoats. Solange Darnal clearly has something to hide.



“Some extremely fine lacework.” Madame Figaro “A sensitive and mysterious writer whose music inevitably settles for a long time in the reader’s mind.” Lire « L'auteur possède un art certain pour décrire les décors et l'atmosphère dans lesquels évoluent ses personnages Un roman rythme par une écriture élégante » Télé7 jours « Un roman d'a mosphère. » Télérama « Un roman d'espionnage aussi re- marquable par son intrigue que par son atmosphère, par la précision de son écriture que par son économie de moyens. […] Du grand art et un pur bonheur de lecture. » Le Point



Is it something to do with the mission for the Economic and Social Council that sent her to Berlin? There she trysts with her boss and lover, Marc Jeanson, who’s surprised to see how distant she’s being. What he doesn’t know is that this time, a young man, Pascal Clerville, is waiting for her back in Paris. Solange wavers between truth and lies, light and darkness, transparency and secrets. She gradually comes to realize that she loves one of them more than the other, and in fact is probably in love for the very first time... Romantic questions and childhood memories even crop up while shadowing a possible double agent and during meetings about the launch of a Soviet satellite. But the real question for readers is who Solange really is. Does Solange herself even know the answer? In the end we learn that Solange is a double agent, working for both the Russians and the French.
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Julia Deck SIGMA (Sigma Agency)



Éditions de Minuit, August 2017, 240 pages



◊



A rogue’s gallery of characters portrayed in a few precise and telling phrases, that each has a determined role to play. Although they are on the verge of being stereotypes, they are very human, too.



◊



Julia Deck is a literary chameleon. Faithful readers will recognize her unique, inimitable style.



◊



A surprising plot that is both funny and anxiety-inducing that draws the reader in unawares.



Julia Deck, once again toys with literary codes, offering a delightfully clever parody of a spy novel, with a caustic sense of humor. Sigma is an atypical intelligence agency: they hunt down works of art that could have a negative influence on the public and reduce their impact by destroying them or locking them in museums. When the highly subversive work of Konrad Kessler – who seems to have disappeared – shows up in Geneva, it is immediately clear that this is a job for Sigma. The owner, his ex-wife, a close friend of hers and his sister-in-law, a famous actress, are all shadowed by spies who report everything they do and say to Sigma. But things spin out of control, and the owner of the painting, who realizes that it might be taken from him, kills the actress along with six other people.



Maxence Fermine CHAMAN (Shaman)



Michel Lafon, October 2017, 224 pages



A sensitive, profound subject matter. The day Richard Adam really understood he had only one life to live, he had never been so close to the sky – balancing on a steel girder almost 60 metres from the ground. From this vantage point, the view seemed incredible and life terribly fragile. He had never really suffered from vertigo. Until today. His mother had died in the night. Adam decides to take his mother’s body back onto Na- tive American territory and so undertakes a mystical journey tracing his ancestors’ footsteps in the heart of the Canadian wilderness. As he reconnects with his ori- gins, guided by his totem animal the wolf, he discovers in himself the shamanic gift of communicating with the spirits of nature... Maxence Fermine was born in 1968 in Savoy, France. His singular talent for poetic prose has garnered plaudits and attention since publication of his bestselling debut novel Neige (Snow), translated in 20 languages. A multi-talented author, he writes for adults and children and has published a dozen novels with Albin Michel and Michel Lafon.



The style and story spin off beyond the bounds of language and literature: Julia Deck doesn’t just play off of spy novels and the theatre, but off of hackneyed phrases, snobbery, and the mannered speech of some social classes, more generally, for a result that is reminiscent of Flaubert’s DICTIONARY OF ACCEPTED IDEAS. “Clever, witty and chic. […]. As forewarned and willing targets, we put up no resistance to being manipulated.” Livres Hebdo
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Marie-Hélène Lafon NOS VIES (Our Lives)



Buchet Chastel, August 2017, 192 pages



« Marie-Hélène Lafon dit mieux que personne les liens ténus qui unissent les familles, et les ravages de l'ultra-moderne solitude dans les villes surpeuplées. » Ouest France « Marie-Hélène Lafon s'éloigne du monde rural pour sonder avec délicatesse l'isolement urbain. » La Croix



◊



Longlisted for the Goncourt Prize in 2017.



◊



Rights sold in: Poland( Wydawnicwto Literackie)



◊



The author excels at showing little ordinary lives in tiny details, making the people lively.



◊



A moving novel about living in the coty and felling sometimes lonely and anonymous.



The latest work by Marie-Hélène Lafon, describes urban solitude. This text spun off from a short story, Gordana, published in 2012. Three people at the Franprix supermarket on Rue du Rendez-vous in Paris: a woman, who’s watching; Gordana, a cashier; and a still-young man who stubbornly insists on going to cash register 4, Gordana’s, every Friday morning. The woman who’s watching, Jeanne Santoire, is the narrator. Everything exists through her. She supposes and dreams up a life, several lives, in the present, future and past, for both Gordana and the young man. She also digs galleries through her own life, which she revisits and recomposes. By the end, we have learned that her parents were provincial shopkeepers and her grandmother was blind, that she had been an accountant and loved a man, and that, one day, with no reason, this man, Karim, left. Marie-Hélène Lafon is a classics professor in Paris. All of her novels – including L’Annonce (The Ad) (2009) and Les Pays (The Countries) (2012) – have been published by Buchet Chastel. In 2009 L’Annonce was short-listed for the Renaudot Prize, won the Bookseller National Award, and was being made into a TV movie at the moment broadcast on Arte. Her debut novel, Le Soir du Chien, won the Renaudot des Lycéens in 2001. In 2016, les pays was included in the Finnegan's List project.



« Cordana est singulière, elle parle aussi de nous, de nos vies étriquées et rêvées, malmenées et adoucies. Elle dit nos solitudes, amples et vertigineuses. » Page des libraires 29
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Evelyne Pisier & Caroline Laurent ET SOUDAIN LA LIBERTÉ (And Suddenly, Freedom) Les Escales, August 2017, 440 pages



true revelation for her. Then, she gets a lover, triggering a big scandal in the small circle of expats. Mona flees with the two children to Nice, where she manages to find a job. It’s tough but she realizes that to achieve emancipation, women must, above all, work. The children grow up, take part in the liberation movements of the Sixties, witness the emergence of feminism, decolonization, travel to Cuba, meet Fidel Castro struggling to shake off the shackles of the two superpowers, the young blond French girl falls in love with the handsome Barbudo, two years of romance. Back in Paris, Lucie-Evelyne marries, has children while studying, becomes a writer, a lecturer, a political specialist. She shows her Memoirs to Carolinen her editor and the circle is complete.



◊



Rights sold in: China (Sea Sky), Spain (Luman) and Greece (Enalios).



◊



Prix Première Plume.



◊



This account will move all women. It brilliantly and faithfully portrays women’s hopes and fights and shows that freedom is not given, but taken.



◊



The style is lively, funny, and concise.



◊



This enlightening book encompasses a th family history in 20 century.



◊



This story is told from the point of view of a little 7-year-old girl who is growing up.



◊



The author, an acclaimed, politicallycommitted intellectual suddenly died of cancer as she was writing this book and the publisher finished the story thanks to a young talented writer.



« Un portrait plein de vitalié […], celui d’une femme determine, exubérante et drôle. » Le Point « Une incroyable traversée du XXe siècle : l'histoire romancée d'Evelyne Pisier et de sa mère, deux femmes puissantes en quête de liberté. L'OVNI littéraire de la rentrée. » Actualitté « Un roman passionnant, émouvant... juste sublime ! »



bouleversant,



Through the growing awareness to freedom of a mother and her daughter, we follow all the great historical moments of our times as they unfold: WWII, decolonization, feminism. Indochina, mid-forties. Mona, a young, frivolous, newly-wed woman married to an authoritarian colonial administrator, undergoes a terrifying experience at the end of the war: held prisoner with her little girl in a Japanese concentration camp, she is subjected to horrendous abuse. Emaciated, traumatized, but alive, Mona miraculously finds her husband. He has changed, he has becomes more brutal and authoritarian, especially as, though a war hero, he was on the German side and is considered a collaborator. The family arrives in Tahiti. Mona realizes that injustice prevails in the colonies. That the indigenous people are despised, beaten and often accused. She is shocked. She seeks to free herself of her husband’s influence. Mona starts by getting her driving license. She reads Simone de Beauvoir, The Second Sex, a 30
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Camille Laurens LA PETITE DANSEUSE DE QUATORZE ANS (Degas’s Little Ballerina) Stock, September, 2017, 176 pages



“Camille Laurens writes like a dancer, aware of the risk of falling, yet always aiming for gracefulness.” Le Monde des Livres “This exciting book is a […] mirror where our conception of art and beauty can be read. Camille Laurens tells us how much the little dancer crystallized the social, aesthetic issues of her time. Even today, from beneath her lowered eyelids, the enigmatic statue, transformed into an “essential necessity”, looks at us and probes our souls.” Le Magazine littéraire “With patience and method, Camille Laurens conducted an investigation that is proving exciting.” L’Obs « A very beautiful book. » Lire (Belgium)



◊



Rights sold in: US (Other Press, WEL)



◊ Camille Laurense tells the story of the



sculpture which has been exhibited in Paris, London, New York, Washington, Chicago, Copenhage, Dresden… but few know the identity of the model.



Degas’s “Little Ballerina” has always been a presence for Camille Laurens. Who was the model for Edouard Degas’s world-renowned sculpture of a ballet dancer? Camille Laurens embarks on a meticulous and sensitive enquiry. Camille Laurens looks into the childhood of Marie Van Goethem, born to Belgian parents, with an older sister who ended up as a courtesan, a younger sister who became a ballet teacher and a mother who died on the very premises of the Paris Opera. Dancing and prostitution. Revolution and the art world. Quite unintentionally, Marie would become one of the most discussed models, and was described as a “monkey” at the 1881 Salon des Indépendants exhibition. How did Degas dare to make something beautiful of such an ugly child? And what mysterious connection was there between Degas and his subject, given that he kept the wax sculpture in his studio his whole life and never exhibited it? This enquiry ultimately leads Camille Laurens to a more personal quest. Novelist, essayist and academic Camille Laurens published some twenty books. In 2000, DANS CES BRASLÀ won the Prix Fémina and the Prix Renaudot des Lycéens, and was translated into thirty languages. Her latest novel CELLE QUE VOUS CROYEZ (Gallimard, 2016 / Other Press 2017) sold 50,000 copies in France.



“Thrilling.” Le Magazine littéraire “A personal tribute to a forgotten heroine of the history of arts.” Livres Hebdo 31
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Gaëlle Nohant LÉGENDE D'UN DORMEUR ÉVEILLÉ (The Legend of the Awakened Sleeper) Héloïse d’Ormesson, August 2017, 544 pages



from the Phony War, he joins the Resistance. That and the clear stance he takes in the press get him arrested and deported. He dies of typhus in a camp in June 1945, while Yuki is doing everything in her power to find him. Gaëlle Nohant paints the portrait of an artist who was changed by the times he lived in – from a poet to a partisan, a Surrealist to a forger – without ever losing his humanity, his decency or his caustic spirit. Born in Paris in 1973, Gaëlle Nohant now lives in Lyon. The Legend of the Awakened Sleeper is her third novel. Her first book L’ANCRE DES RÊVES won the Encre Marine prize in 2007. Selling more than 125,000 copies, LA PART DES FLAMMES won the France bleu/Page des Libraires prize in 2015 and the Livre de Poche prize in 2016, and sold more than 125,000 copies.



◊



Shortisted for the Prix Landerneau.



◊



Selected among other 12 novels as a “coup de coeur” of the magazine Page.



◊



Shortlisted for the Prix des lectrices de Elle.



◊



Selected for the prix littéraire du Monde, and the prix littéraire du Parisien.



◊



A book in which we cross paths with the great writers and artists of Paris in the 1930s: André Breton and the Surrealists, Jacques Prévert, Tsuguharu Fujita, JeanLouis Barrault, Man Ray and Lee Miller, and more.



◊



A well-documented novel that is elegantly studded with verses from Robert Desnos’s poems, placed in the context in which they were written.



◊



An author who skillfully intertwines fiction and reality, with flamboyant style.



« Gaëlle Nohant tire un récit haletant, où ne manquent au décor ni les voix éraillées des premières chanteuses de jazz, ni l'irrésistible attrait des amoureuses émancipées des années 20. » Culture Box, France Info « Gaëlle Nohant confirme sa capacité à camper des univers historiques forts, alliant avec talent le populaire et l’érudit » Lire « Robert Desnos est le héros de l’irrésistible page turner de Gaëlle Nohant. » Elle



A spectacular literary investigation that revives fifteen years of history, from the 1930’s to the occupation. On the trail of Robert Desnos, a major writer and poet, this is a novel that immerses readers in Paris between the World Wars and during the Occupation: from encounters with the Surrealists and the Montparnasse artists’ ball, to clandestine rendezvous during the Resistance. Paris, 1928. Robert Desnos returns from Cuba to Paris, reconnecting with his artist friends and his singer mistress. He considers himself a creative writer first and foremost, but to earn a living, he also sometimes writes for newspapers. That activity will put an end to his relationship with André Breton and get him kicked out of the Surrealist group. Desnos pursues his own unique kind of writing, and meets Yuki Foujita, who will be the great love of his life. He gradually becomes more concerned about the rise of fascism in Europe, takes a job with a radio station, and writes more than ever. In 1940, upon his return 32
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CONTEMPORARY UPMARKET Stéphane Jougla GABRIELLE OU LE JARDIN RETROUVÉ (Gabrielle or the Rediscovered Garden) Denoël, August 2017, 218 pages



◊



English sample chapter available.



◊



Rights sold in: Germany (Droemer).



◊



French pocket rights sold (J’ai Lu)



◊



A novel set in a circumscribed setting that nevertheless grants a certain freedom to a wounded man, overturning the norms of modern society.



◊



Nature’s beauty and the delicate art of gardening are revealed through the power of books in this poetical and off-beat tale.



◊



The themes – endless love, the impossibility of overcoming grief, and the transmission of knowledge – are handled with subtlety and affection.



◊



A hymn to love, books, gardens and freedom… and to the absurdity of a society that doesn’t understand that anyone could want to leave the beaten path.



◊



A novel in keeping with Waiting for Bojangles by Olivier Bourdeaut: a lovely mix of lightness, melancholy, and optimism in a universe reminiscent of Jacques Prévert, Frank Capra, and Boris Vian.!



◊



A story that speaks of mourning a loved one and the process of rebirth through the healing power of the written word.



◊



Botanical symbolism: a novel that shows how, in spite of suffering, life is reborn and springs up everywhere, like Gabrielle’s enchanted garden.!



an extraordinary love... When a secret garden holds the key to healing inconsolable grief. Nowadays in the region surrounding Paris, Martin loses the woman he loves, Gabrielle, in a traffic accident. Inconsolable, he sinks deeper and deeper into the denial of her brutal disappearance and forces himself to keep her memory alive. Gabrielle had two passions: reading and gardening. Martin, who has never opened a book in his life and who always thought of the garden as Gabrielle’s personal domain, begins to read and to care for the garden in Gabrielle’s footsteps. In the process, he discovers a secret that Gabrielle had kept hidden from him out of love. This secret will lead him to meet some extraordinary characters and will turn his life upside down while helping him to overcome Gabrielle’s death in unexpected ways. Thanks to this secret, Martin will find peace and even happiness as he lives a self‐sufficient life cultivating his garden, like a modern Robinson Crusoe in the middle of the city. Unfortunately, society has other plans. The earthly paradise that Martin creates in Gabrielle’s garden disturbs the status quo and is a source of envy. The price that Martin will pay for the jealousy of others is steep, but the garden is indestructible. Capable of overcoming anything, Gabrielle’s garden will take on a new form through its rebirth. A radiant dramatic comedy, this tender and sometimes absurdly comical variation on the themes of never‐ending love, unbearable grief, and passing along the love for reading and the delicate art of gardening elicits the same zany sense of tragedy. This novel brings to mind films such as The Intouchables in a hymn to human solidarity and helping one another, reflected by the relationship between Gabrielle and her young student Charlie, the gifted gardener who keeps her garden “miraculously” thriving after her death. Stéphane Jougla was born in 1964 in Toulouse. After studying law and literature, he worked for quite a while in legal editing. Since 2013, he teaches modern literature. He is also the author of three novels which were published by Gallimard and Le Seuil. His first novel, L’IDÉE (The Idea), won the Mediterranean High Schooler Prize in 2003. He also writes for the social sciences journal Sigila which is dedicated to the interdisciplinary exploration of secrets. In addition to these activities, he is the author of school textbooks (collection Fleurs d’encre published by Hachette).



« Un livre tendre, faussement triste, dont le ton tient du conte… Un beau roman. » L’Incorrect « Une merveilleuse balade poétique. » L’Est Républicain



A tender and zany dramatic comedy about the shattered destiny of an ordinary couple bound by 33



CONTEMPORARY UP-MARKET



Lola Lafon MERCY, MARY, PATTY Actes Sud, August 2017, 240 pages



◊



20,000 copies sold.



◊



Short-listed for the Prix du roman Fnac.



◊



The author’s previous novel, LA PETITE COMMUNISTE QUI NE SOURIAIT JAMAIS about Nadia Comaneci (120,000 copies sold) was published in 11 languages.



◊



As for Comaneci, Lafon takes here an iconic character of the American history, and makes very much her own case as she did in her earlier novel.



◊



A clever investigation that draws a nuanced portrait of Patricia Hearst, offering insightful reflections on feminism.



◊



The novel is travelling back and forth through time, confronting knowledge and ignorance, fresh perspective and experience through its characters.



◊



The reader (re)discovers Patty Hearst’s story through many sources. This patchwork of voices echoes the myriad of interpretations that were expressed about Hearst’s actions and personality.



◊



The novel shows how the case of Patricia Hearst changed and connected the existences of three women from different generations and cultures, who, one after the other, feel intimately connected to Patty’s rebellion and want to understand what happened.



◊



The author shows that Patricia Hearst is in fine the story of a young woman who fought among those who wanted to speak for her – the SLA, her parents, her boyfriend – and underlines the permanence, throughout the centuries, of women’s thirst for their own freedom.



In February 1974, Patricia Hearst, grand daughter of the media tycoon William Randolph Hearst (inspiration for Orson Welles' Citizen Kane), is kidnapped against a ransom by a very small revolutionary group to which she quickly adheres. Two other women equally kidnapped at different periods of history experience the same what we know now as the Stockholm syndrome. Three women, an American and two French ones, all of different generations, closely study the case giving their understanding and interpretation. In the course of an interview which is so one-way as to feel like a trial, a voice addresses itself to Gene Neveva, an emeritus sociologist and star professor at the prestigious Smith College in Northampton, Massachusetts. For several weeks in 1975, Gene Neveva, who was then an English lecturer in the French provinces, immersed herself in the profusion of archives relating to the Patty Hearst affair in an attempt to bolster the defence of the young woman, who was accused of having espoused the cause of her kidnappers. To assist her in this painstaking archive research, Gene Neveva enlisted the services of her best student, the very discreet Violaine. For one of them it was a decisive encounter, and a quickly forgotten interlude for the other. Centred around a defining event of the age and three destinies which are 'kidnapped' by the attempt to grasp the enormity of its ramifications, Mercy, Mary, Patty is a novel of a rare intensity which examines the viral nature of transmission – the scandal and transgression of it all residing in the notion that to choose one's path in life, one must jettison all one's affiliations, and even one's very identity. A writer and musician, Lola Lafon is the author of three novels published by Flammarion: UNE FIÈVRE IMPOSSIBLE À NÉGOCIER (2003), DE ÇA JE ME CONSOLE (2007) and NOUS SOMMES LES OISEAUX DE LA TEMPÊTE QUI S’ANNONCE (2011), now available in Babel. In 2014, Actes Sud published LA PETITE COMMUNISTE QUI NE SOURIAIT jamais, which was enthusiastically received by the press and booksellers alike.



« Lola Lafon part d’une histoire particulière pour mieux dévoiler le monde entier. » Transfuge « Un texte sur la radicalité politique et le regard que la société pose sur les femmes qui s’émancipent. » Les Inrocks « Fascinant, brûlant et brillant. » Version Femina



A rereading of the Patricia Hearst case through its life-changing influence on three women from different generations and its political, ideological and media impact.
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Tatiana de Rosnay SENTINELLE DE LA PLUIE (The Rain Watcher)



Claudie Gallay LA BEAUTÉ DES JOURS (The Beauty of the Days)



Héloïse d’Ormesson, March 2018, 250 pages



Actes Sud, August 2017, 416 pages



Cover available soon



◊



Rights already sold in: US (St Martin’s Press)



◊



A very moving character.



◊



An author with 10 million copies sold over the world!



◊



All members of the family will have to fight for their identity as well as to keep the family's unity against tragic circumstances.



and



engaging



main



A powerful family drama set in Paris during the course of a week as the Malagarde family gathers to celebrate the father's 70th birthday. The mother, Lauren, is American. She lives with the father, Paul, a very famous tree specialist in the south of France. Their children, Tilia leaves in London and son, Linden, in San Franscisco. He is a world renowned photographer. These four characters hidden fears and secrets will be unravelled through the course of the seven chapters along with the flabbergasting parisian background, for Paris is undergoing a terrible natural disaster. This adds to the novel tension and matches the heroes' emotions. In this profound and intense novel of love and redemption, Tatiana demonstrates all of her writer's skills both as an incredible storyteller but also as a soul seeker. Tatiana de Rosnay is the author of the New York Times bestselling novel “SARAH’S KEY”, an international sensation with over 10 million copies sold in 46 countries worldwide that has been made into a major motion picture. Together with Dan Brown and Stieg Larsson, she was named one of the top three fiction writers in Europe in 2012. Franco-English Tatiana lives in Paris.



◊



25,000 copies sold after a publication on August the 16th.



◊



The reader will discover the work of contemporary artist Marina Abramovic while following the path of a modern Madame Bovary in quest of purpose in her life.



A warm and tender novel about the liberating force of art, its power to console and illuminate, and the beauty of unpredictability. Jeanne is a woman of a calm and sunny disposition and a wife and a mother who appreciates the relaxed rhythm of a life governed by familiar routines. Fascinated since her schooldays by the performance artist Marina Abramovic, famous for exploring her life and her loves in her art, Jeanne has never reneged on her promise to herself to tempt fate and to embrace the unforeseen, and this particular summer she seems especially receptive to the unexpected. Is it because she has chanced to meet again a man with whom she was in love as a teenager? The dreamy and fanciful Jeanne now allows the currents of life to gently rock the tranquillity of her existence. Born in 1961, Claudie Gallay has published with Rouergue L’OFFICE DES VIVANTS (2000), MON AMOUR, MA VIE (2002), LES ANNÉES CERISES (2004), SEULE VENISE (2004, Prix Folies d’encre and Prix du Salon d’Ambronay), DANS L’OR DU TEMPS (2006) and LES DÉFERLANTES (2008, Grand Prix des lectrices de Elle), and with Actes Sud L’AMOUR EST UNE ÎLE (2010), Une part de ciel (2013) and DÉTAILS D’OPALKA (2014).



« Un nouveau roman tendre et lumineux, sur la force libératrice de l'art. » Lire « Avec une grâce infime et une touchante complicité, on se sent vite proche de cette nouvelle Madame Bovary « sauvée » par l'art contemporain. Peu banal, excitant et passionnant. » Madame Figaro
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CONTEMPORARY UP-MARKET



Catherine Béchaux LES PASSAGÈRES DU 221 (The Passengers Of The 221)



Liana Levi, October 2017, 118 pages



suddenly falls ill and Paul stops the bus, the passengers of the 221 all get up. For once, they rally together and break their silence. “They’re doing time inside. We’re doing time outside.” Catherine Béchaux well knows the world of the families of detainees. In this first novel, her writing is brief, tight, as though with an urgency to share the faces of these women which nothing can distract from the detention of a loved one. Catherine Béchaux lives in Fresnes, France. After thirty years of journalism in the youth press, she has for five years been a volunteer at a center for families of penitentiary detainees. The author of short stories and a children’s novel (LE SECRET DE MARTIN, Bayard Publishing), The Passengers of the 221 is her first novel for adults.



◊



The author has worked with families of prisoners for a long time as she explains in the afterword. She chose fiction to tell these stories in order to put enough distance and avoid betraying the trust she gained with them.



◊



The book shows how the families of the inmates are just as prisoners as their husband, brother, lover, son. Their life changed the day their loved one was sent to prison.



◊



Prison is not only inside the cell, since all the family experiences the isolation and the shame. Days and all life are organized around prison visits.



One bus, several women going to the same place: the prison, for their weekly visit to members of their family who are inmates there. The drive is the occasion for each woman to remember that day when everything changed. Not so long ago, Paul was driving the 221: an ordinary route, a one-and-a-half hour trip, twentyseven stops, pretty uneventful, a diverse crowd of passengers from the suburb of a large city... What really ended up intriguing him were those women who, between noon and one o’clock, would get on, their arms full of big bags of clothes. Now he knows they’ll all get off at the same stop: the detention center. Among them on that Monday were Maryse, Marie-Jo, Naïma, Fatou, Mireille... In the enclosed space of the bus, each of them goes back over their life before prison, over the day when everything was turned upside-down, over things confided to them during the last visit, the litany of regulations, the anxiety passing through the security gates, the apprehension of seeing each other again... Each focus on the most awaited, but also the most feared, moment of the week. The visiting room. Forty-five minutes in a 43 square foot room, that’s all each have left of their man. So, when Mireille 36
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Pierre Ducrozet L’INVENTION DES CORPS (The Invention of Bodies) Actes Sud, August 2017, 304 pages



« Ce fort et beau récit sur le monde contemporain est peut-être le grand roman de la rentrée. » Transfuge « Aussi entraînant, cinétique, enfantin, indémodable que I'est tout bon roman d'aventures. » « Un jeune écrivain français s'est placé en héritier de DeLillo et de Bolaño, qu'un jeune écrivain français essaie de saisir le présent le plus immédiat sur des terres étrangères, d'aller là ou I'huile est jetée sur le feu mondial. » Transfuge



◊



Short-listed for the Prix Littéraire Le Monde 2017.



◊



A page-turner, which sounds the alarm bells and reads like an ultra-modern Bonnie & Clyde, rebooted by a young Don De Lillo.



◊



◊



st



A genuine 21 century novel, that reads like a thriller, dealing with contemporary issues such as transhumanism, biology and the digital age. A novel between San Francisco, Paris and Hong Kong that explores the ethical and anthropological questions that rise from the massive irruption of techonolgy in our daily lives.



A novel that sweeps us up in the wake of Álvaro, a young Mexican teacher and brilliant computer programmer who is on the run following the tragic events in Iguala on the night of 26 September 2014 when forty-three students lost their lives, abducted and murdered by the police.



« Avançant à toute allure sans égarer le lecteur, ce texte parfois virtuose n'est pas réductible à un plaidoyer contre le transhumanisme : sous ses faux airs de thriller, sous les grandes questions techniques et philosophiques qu'il pose, le quatrième roman de Pierre Ducrozet s'interroge d'abord sur les manières d'habiter, aujourd'hui, un corps. La musicalité du texte, sa plasticité gracieuse, aussi, laissent entendre qu'en dansant, c'est mieux. » Le Monde des Livres « Un roman qui mime jusque dans sa forme l'inquiétante convergence de la biologie et du numérique ». Le Magazine littéraire « Une véritable écriture, travaillée à l'os, ainsi que le sens d'une narration menée de manière (…) efficace ». Le Soir « Le jeune auteur s'attaque à un thème ambitieux mais il garde la générosité du romancier. L'Invention des corps peut se lire comme un thriller, une cavale sans temps mort sur tout le continent nord-américain.» 20 Minutes



Having miraculously survived the massacre, Álvaro flees north and falls under the spell of the enigmatic Parker Hayes, a sorcerer's apprentice based in Silicon Valley who has been seduced by the promises of transhumanism – an encounter which will bring Álvaro dizzyingly within reach of love, and of himself. A labyrinthine exploration of the networks which underpin and are reshaping contemporary life, from the human body to the World Wide Web, L’INVENTION DES CORPS brings into sharp relief the challenges of modernity in light of the organic roots of mankind and offers genuine suspense, pace and a feel for storytelling. Born in 1982, Pierre Ducrozet has published three novels with Grasset: REQUIEM POUR LOLA ROUGE (2010, Prix de la Vocation 2011), LA VIE QU’ON VOULAIT (2013) and the much-heralded EROICA (2015, shortlisted for the Prix de Flore), a fictionalised biography of the painter Jean-Michel Basquiat.
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CONTEMPORARY UP-MARKET



Gilles Paris LE VERTIGE DES FALAISES (Cliff Dizzy) Plon, April 2017, 240 pages



and convinces her to come to the mainland. In this novel with multiple narrators, in which all the characters – including a priest, a doctor, a florist, a hairdresser and many more – speak in the first person, we soon become aware of the cracks in the seemingly smooth façade of the most powerful family on the Island. Appearances can be misleading, and Olivia and Marnie have a tendency to embellish the truth. Could one person know all of the family’s secrets without anyone realizing it? A story in which nothing is what it seems, and masks fall one by one. Could one person know all of the family’s secrets without anyone’s realizing it?



◊



Ongoing offer from Slovakia.



◊



A wild, breathtaking setting, that all lovers of the Brittany islands will be happy to find again.



◊



A background worthy of Agatha Christie, set in a huge majestic house, on a tiny island where everyone knows each other, which provides a cozy and electric atmosphere.



◊



Several voices telling the story of a family, or rather its secrets, offering a poignant choral novel.



◊



A tale in which nothing is what it seems, and masks fall one by one.



◊



The emotional complexity gradually unravels the strands of this extraordinary tale.



◊



From the grassy meadows to the paths by the sea, nature shows itself to be as cruel as the long-buried truth.



Born in the suburbs of Paris in 1959, Gilles Paris has been working in communication and event-planning for over 20 years. His first novel, PAPA ET MAMAN SONT MORTS (Mom and Dad are Dead), came out in 1991. It was followed by AUTOBIOGRAPHIE D’UNE COURGETTE, (2002), AU PAYS DES KANGOUROUS (2012), which won several literary prizes, and L’ÉTÉ DES LUCIOLES (2014).



After his best-selling Autobiography of a Zucchini, Gilles Paris’s latest novel features Marnie, a sassy teen; her mother, Rose and her grandmother, Olivia: three women with strong personalities. On a wild and almost deserted island, Marnie, a sassy teen; her mother, Rose, who is unwell; and her grandmother, Olivia, live in a glass-and-steel house perched atop a cliff. Glass, the house, was built by Marnie’s grandfather, Aristide, who died of a heart attack. When the story begins, Marnie and Olivia are at the funeral of Luc de Mortemer, the girl’s father, who died in a car accident. Not far from their glass house live Prudence, the caretaker, and her blind daughter, Jane. All the men are dead; only the women are there to relate both the past and the present. But a teenaged boy, Vincy, develops a crush on Marnie 38
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Philippe Ségur EXTERMINATION DES CLOPORTES (Exterminating Wood Lice) Buchet Chastel, January 2017, 290 pages



house, try to get rid of their unsellable apartment and get lost in the ruthless and mysterious world of real estate. A misleadingly light-hearted novel that uses humor to speak the truth about the gaping voids in modern society. Professor of constitutional law and political philosophy at Perpignan University. Has been writing since a very young age. Has written six novels, all published by Buchet Chastel, including MÉTAPHYSIQUE DU CHIEN (2002, Renaudot des Lycéens Prize, POÉTIQUE DE L’ÉGORGEUR (2004), SEULEMENT L’AMOUR (2006), VACANCE AU PAYS PERDU (2008) and LE RÊVE DE L’HOMME LUCIDE (2012).



« Philippe Ségur signe une fiction burlesque au ton caustique. » Livres Hebdo ◊



English sample chapter available.



◊



The book’s central characters, a married couple, have well-ordered lives, while their ambitions turn out to be superficial. The cowardice and procrastination they display so systematically, day after day, makes them terribly endearing.



◊



◊



Readers will recognize Philippe Ségur’s signature style in this book that although it is droll, is also deadly serious, because it deals with sickness, the real-estate crisis, and the day-to-day effects of job insecurity.



« Philippe Ségur, lui, a la vue sûre. Et ses personnages, tous burlesques nous font nous esclaffer. Mieux, ils nous consolent. Chez lui, pas besoin d’être un crack pour vivre heureux. Enfin, une bonne nouvelle. » Le Figaro magazine « On connaît bien la prose ironique et distanciée de l’auteur, son goût pour l’absurde, le burlesque. Ce nouvel opus ne déçoit pas. » Prima « Ce roman satirique et drôle est parfait pour commencer l’année en souriant. » Bruno d’Epenoux. Télé Z



Totally surreal yet quite realistic. Anyone who has ever had to deal with a realestate agent or a bank adviser will recognize – to the last comma – the double-talk with which those professions so skillfully pull the wool over people’s eyes.



In a society in crisis, a man dreams of a better life, despite everything. And so begin the adventures of a future literary giant who wakes up one morning with a wood bug in his eye! Aside from his passion for his wife, Betty, Don Dechine has one purpose in life: writing. The thing is though, that it isn’t easy to write a sensational novel when you teach at a high school and after the day’s indignities, you still have to deal with an obnoxious neighbor, the annoyances of apartment living, tax harassment and parking tickets. So how could anyone blame him for spending his evenings watching all seven seasons of The Sopranos? But that’s not going to help make him rich and famous either. There is one possible solution: walk away from the rat-race and go to live in the countryside. As Don Dechine says, you can’t really produce a masterpiece unless you’re out in the country. And soon, equipped with invincible confidence and a sense of humor, Betty and he will go on a quest for the ideal 39
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Nicolas Vannier L’ÉCOLE BUISSONNIÈRE (Over The Walls)



But Paul hasn’t come into this unknown universe by chance… Born in 1962, Nicolas Vanier lives in Sologne with his wife and his two children, when he is not travelling in the Nordic countries. He is the author of various travel books, amongst which The Child of the Snows (1995), which has now been adapted for the big screen, and The White Odyssey (1999), a huge bestseller. The Song of the Big North, his third novel, is published in two volumes.



XO, May 2017, 418 pages



◊



We do not handle Bulgarian Hungarian rights for this title.



nor



◊



With this coming-of-age novel, Nicolas Vanier invites us in the mysterious Sologne region that he has cherished since his childhood.



◊



An ode to nature, reminiscent of Maurice Genevoix, but also a reflection on identity, roots, friendship.



◊



A text both strong and tender, far from the agitation of the world.



◊



Discover the trailer of the film, to will be released on October 11, 2017!



A story of friendship and identity, by the author and director of Belle and Sebastien. Paris, 1930. Paul had only known one and the same horizon: the high walls of the orphanage, an austere building in the working class Parisian suburbs. But then one day he is taken in by a joyful country lady, Célestine, and her husband Borel, the rather strict gamekeeper of a vast domain in Sologne. The city kid, rebellious and stubborn, arrives in this mysterious world, that of a sovereign and wild region. The immense forest, the ponds, the crops, everything here belongs to Count de la Fresnaye, a taciturn widower who lives alone in his mansion. The Count tolerates poachers on the domain but Borel relentlessly tracks the cleverest one of them, who goes by the name of Totoche, without ever catching him red-handed. In the heart of Sologne, with the notorious Totoche, Paul will learn about life, nature and its secrets and will learn how to catch fish, hunt game, and gather mushrooms, plants… 40
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BIO & HISTORICAL NOVEL Antoine Billot L’ANNÉE PROCHAINE À NEW YORK (Next Year In New York Dylan Before Dylan) Arléa, 336 pages, August 2017



the wedding of Abram and Beatty, who will have a son named Robert Allen, alias Bob Dylan. The boy will grow up in a family that is both attached to Jewish traditions and well-integrated into an America that is in the throes of tremendous social change… which will provide material for his future songs, and references scattered through them. Antoine Billot brilliantly succeeds at showing the many events and influences that help compose this personality: roots in a complex family history; the cliché of the Wandering Jew, a popular legend that can be adapted to any era; the evolution of a country confronting its own multi-ethnicity. Antoine Billot is an academic and a writer. His work has been published by Gallimard. Next Year in New York is his ninth book.



« Un récit passionnant qui se lit d’un seul souffle. »



◊



A book that addresses the subjects of immigration and of the integration of populations from around the world into the United States, phenomena that helped shape America’s history.



◊



The recurrent appearances of Isaac Laquedem, the figure of the Wandering Jew, – with a wink and a nod to Alexandre Dumas – who crosses time periods and embraces a range of professions and archetypes: from the newly arrived “greenhorn” Jew to the lawyer, to the Jew saved from the camps by American soldiers.



◊



An author with a lushly descriptive style that elegantly interweaves three narrative threads: the saga of a central European Jewish family that emigrates to the United States; Bob Dylan’s childhood and teenage years, marked by his first ties to music and art; the history of the United States as told through several key events.



Through the story of Bob Dylan’s background and youth, Antoine Billot paints a portrait of the United States and the changes it went through over the course of the 20th-century: from the immigration of Eastern European Jews fleeing the pogroms to Claudette Colvin’s challenging Jim Crow laws via the growth of the movies. 1905, Odessa: The Zimmermann family flees the pogroms in the Ukraine and emigrates to the United States. Like a certain number of other Jewish families, they settle in the Great Lakes region, in Hibbing and Duluth, towns founded by explorers. The Zimmermann and Solemovitz families are united by 41



BIO & HISTORICAL NOVEL



Antoine de Baecque LES TALONS ROUGES (The Red Heels) Stock, August 2017, 312 pages



An entirely fresh approach of the historical novel. The reader discovers a period in a playful way with great precision, and quality research. Historian Antoine de Baecque devoted a trilogy to the French revolution: LE CORPS DE L’HISTOIRE (Calmann-Lévy, 1993), LA GLOIRE ET L’EFFROI (Grasset, 1996), and LES ÉCLATS DU RIRE (Calmann-Lévy, 2000). He is a cinema critic and has published acclaimed biographies of Truffaut and Godard, both translated into many languages. Red Heels, his first novel, is the product of his passion for the French revolution and vampire films.



“Antoine de Baecque mixes vampires and French revolution. A bold but exhilarating move.” Les Inrockuptibles



◊



English sample chapter available.



◊



The story of two vampires during the French Revolution, who aim at freeing themselves from the monarchy and their fate as blood drinkers.



◊



Heroes tortured by their family history and their status as vampires continuously oscillate between their thirst for blood and love of humanity.



◊



The author is a historian and delivers a precise and well-documented account of the period.



◊



The vampires are used to put distance with real history and brings a true novelized account of the violence and cruelty.



The French revolution erupts into the lives of an aristocratic family, the Villemorts, tearing it apart: they are vampires, but some of them decide to forsake blood and embrace new ideas... June 1789, The Ancient World is crumbling. The Villemorts are descended from a long line of aristocrats, a family held together by the age-old legend of their pure blood, and blood is precisely what they crave… because they are vampires. Two of them forsake the blood of their forefathers to devote themselves to an egalitarian community. This novel which hovers between fantasy and the very real backdrop of revolutionary times. We have William, an uncle returned from America where he acquired a liking for freedom and now espouses the cause of freed slaves, surrounding himself by an ebony-skinned guard. And there is Louis, the handsome headstrong nephew thrust into the turmoil of revolution, and so in love with Marie de Méricourt he wants to give her eternal life. How can they escape a curse that has travelled across centuries?
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Emmanuel Dongala LA SONATE À BRIDGETOWER (The Bridgetower Sonata) Actes Sud, January 2017, 336 pages



effervescente où s’élaborent les droits de l’homme et du citoyen, et où l’on croise dans le même salon Condorcet, Lavoisier et Olympe de Gouges. Voici un roman comme on les aime, une balade passionnante et enlevée dans l’Europe des Lumières, un régal de lecture ! » Onlalu « C’est extrêmement bien mené, très vivant. » Radio classique « De sa plume sortent des mots en or et des histoires qui ont passionné les lecteurs. C’est un personnage extraordinaire le père, je l’adore ! » RFI



◊



Rights sold in: Hungary (Ab Ovo).



◊



Short-listed for the Prix France Télévision and prix Ouest France Etonnants Voyageurs.



« On ne remerciera jamais assez Emmanuel Dongala de redonner tout l'éclat qu'il mérite au premier violoniste noir de l'Histoire dans ce roman édifiant et passionnant. Bravo, et dommage que le bis n’existe pas pour les écrivains. » RTL « Une bio musicale en diable à lire allegro ma non troppo. » Avantages



At the beginning of 1789, the 9-year-old violin prodigy George Bridgetower arrived in Paris with his father, a black man from Barbados who used to pass himself off as a prince from Abyssinia. Arriving from Austria, where George had been taught by Haydn, they had come in search of fame and fortune on the back of the boy's talents… Emmanuel Dongala reminds us that Beethoven's Kreutzer Sonata was not composed for the violinist Rodolphe Kreutzer but for a young musician who has faded into obscurity. In telling the tale of the boy's development as a violinist in an age of major political, social and intellectual upheavals, La Sonate à Bridgewater shines a light on the paradoxes and accomplishments of the Enlightenment. Emmanuel Dongala has taught at the University of Brazzaville and, following the outbreak of civil war in the country, at Bard College at Simon’s Rock in the United States. The author of several novels and short stories, his 2010 book PHOTO DE GROUPE AU BORD DU FLEUVE, published by Actes Sud, was voted the best French novel of 2010 by the readers of Lire magazine and won the Ahmadou-Kourouma prize in 2011.



« L’écrivain congolais Emmanuel Dongala fait revivre avec maestria l’incroyable destin de George Bridgetower (1778-1860), virtuose oublié et ami de Beethoven. Un regard frais et original, baigné de grande musique. » Le Parisien Magazine « Un roman à la fois brillant et populaire sur la jeunesse de George Bridgetower. Emmanuel Dongala écrit tout à la fois un roman d’apprentissage, biographique et historique avec une écriture qui nous immerge dans cette époque 43



BIO & HISTORICAL NOVEL



Stéphanie Hochet L’ANIMAL ET SON BIOGRAPHE (The Animal and Its Biographer)



Denis Lepée L’INDIENNE ET LE CARDINAL (The Indian Woman & the Cardinal)



Rivages, March 2017, 192 pages



◊



The subtle imbrication of themes is enhanced with humor, freshness and a striking tone that grant the novel its power.



Cleverly revisiting the myth of the Minotaur, with both distance and irony, the author continues the exploration of animal symbolism that is so dear to her. A novelist is invited to a book festival in the south of France. She crisscrosses the backcountry, presenting her book at campgrounds. After a disconcerting stay at a house in the middle of nowhere, she winds up meeting an important person in the region, Vincent Charnot, the mayor of Marnas. More than just a mayor, Charnot is a sort of guru, a visionary who hopes that his transgressive cultural projects will make a mark on their time. He offers the novelist a commission that seems strange, to say the least: the “biography” of a species that has been extinct for centuries, the aurochs, a prehistoric animal that is emblematic of the masterpieces of the region’s cave painting. The aurochs fascinated the Nazis, who tried in vain to revive it. Convinced by the mayor’s arguments, and by the aurochs she is allowed to see in secret, the novelist starts writing… soon turning into a cog in the wheel of a conspiracy that both disgusts and fascinates her. Stéphanie Hochet has written several novels, including COMBAT DE L’AMOUR ET DE LA FAIM (“The Struggle Between Love and Hunger” 2009 Lilas Prize), UN ROMAN ANGLAIS (“An English Novel”, Rivages, 2015), and a literary essay, ELOGE DU CHAT (“In Praise of Cats”, Rivages poche, 2016).



Plon, March 2017, 336 pages



◊



Rights sold in Czech Republic (Brana).



Between political intrigues and seduction, the powerful Cardinal Richelieu and the mysterious marquise of Rivière Sainte-Anne, from Quebec, play fast and loose with both their own futures and the kingdom’s. Games of love and power in 17th-century France. Paris, 1630. The beautiful and mysterious marquise of Rivière Sainte-Anne, recently arrived in Paris from Quebec, in the colonies of New France, has attracted everyone’s attention with the lavish parties she throws. She even catches the eye of Cardinal Richelieu, the all-powerful First Minister, for whom the New World is a hot political topic. The two of them eye each other carefully before starting a passionate, complex relationship in which neither one lays all their cards on the table. In the meantime, Paris– where the splendors of the court exist alongside crushing poverty– is shaken by a series of unsolved murders and by extremely violent political plots and confrontations. In this dangerous game offreedom and desire, vengeanceand ambition, they each risk their own lives and futures... and the kingdom’s as well. A specialist in history, philosophy and political science, Denis Lépée has written five novels. All of which also came out in paperback (Pocket) and have been translated in many countries.



« L'ensemble est un excellent roman de cape et d'épée. Le roman n'a absolument pas la lourdeur de ces essais historiques avec bas de page et érudition étalée, bien aucontraire. Denis Lépée conte l'histoire à hauteur d'homme. Il n'écrit pas. Il filme. » Le Figaro « Avec un sens du dialogue et une trame haletante, l'auteur nous plonge dans un Paris en ébullition, au coeur des jeux de pouvoir, alors que la couronne d'Henri III vacille. Captivant. » Historia 44
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Alexis Ragougneau NIELS Viviane Hamy, August 2017, 360 pages



◊



Long-listed for: Prix Goncourt 2017!



◊



An adventure novel and an introspective inquiry.



◊



Very few novels deal with the legal purges that occurred just after World War II; this one is a tremendous story.



◊



The author plays with different writing styles asking the readers “What would have you done?”



Denmark. Niels Rasmussen is a member of the Danish Resistance. Before the war, Niels had another life: he was working with his partner, Jean-François Cannonier, on theatre plays in Paris. As the war is ending, Niels receives an anonymous letter in which he finds an article of a Parisian newspaper. His friend Jean-François is accused of collaboration with the German government. While Niels’ lover is about to give birth to their first child, he decides to come back to Paris to help his friend. He is going to travel through Europe, bordering on the greatest events of the end of the war. When he finally joins Paris, he finds that the city he loved is not the same since Liberation; he is going to face the darks sides of humanity. After LA MADONE DE NOTRE-DAME and EVANGILE POUR UN GUEUX Alexandre Ragougneau, born in 1973, revels Niels, a novel of a rare power that disregards the static literary genres.



« Magnifiquement construit, comme dans un drame classique en cinq actes distincts, offrant des dialogues et des répliques dignes du meilleur Guitry, ce roman en lice pour le Goncourt 2017 demeure un numéro de haute voltige littéraire. Impressionnant ! » Librairie La Provence
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COMMERCIAL & FEEL GOOD FICTION



COMMERCIAL & FEEL GOOD FICTION Chloé Duval À SA RENCONTRE (The Château by the river)



Bragelonne, August 2017, 480 pages



◊



Rights sold in: USA Kensington.



◊



The charm of France: a chateau whose enchanting ruins offer glimpses of its sumptuous past.



◊



Two parallel stories of life and love in one novel.



◊



A feel-good novel with a fairytale quality.



◊



it’s even better than the first one, very romantic and anchored in the French Chateaux de la Loire countryside that will probably make it truly appealing for foreign readers!



It was in this place that Gabrielle dreamed, doubted, and lived a great love, and it is here that her descendant, walking in her footsteps, just might meet her own destiny. As a little girl, Chloé Duval filled the pages of her sketchbooks with stories of knights taming terrifying dragons to save the princess in distress. Today this little girl has grown, but she still tries to find the sweetness and enchantment of those childhood fairy tales in her stories. Originally French, now Canadian, and Québécoise at heart, Chloé lives in Montreal with her prince charming and the dozens of characters that jostle about in her head.



The second novel by Chloé Duval after Stolen Time that is just out in the US and will soon be in Italy and Germany. Two women, two eras, and one chateau that will decide their destinies. Alexandra, a dynamic young businesswoman from California, has always been fascinated with France. She discovers that she herself has French roots when she comes across a photo of her ancestor Gabrielle D’Arcy, posing in front of the Chateau of FertéChandeniers. She determines to find out everything there is to know about this woman who left her country for America 100 years ago. Alex travels to France to the village of Chandeniers, where she gets to know Eric, the new owner of the once magnificent chateau, which is now half-ruined after a fire in the 1900s. But Eric turns against this American who has invited herself into the homestead that was so dear to his father, and which he is at such pains to protect from would-be buyers who care little for preserving its heritage.
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Anne Idoux-Thivet L’ATELIER DES SOUVENIRS (The Workshop Of Memories)



Lorraine Fouchet LES COULEURS DE LA VIE (The Colours of Life)



Michel Lafon,.January 2018, 210 pages



◊



Powerful emotions: the reader is taken from laughter to tears



◊



Likeable, authentic characters • Stylish writing



What if writing could bring different generations closer? A fresh, light debut novel When she inherits her grandmother’s house, Alice decides to give up her aimless life as a PhD student in Paris and settle in the countryside where she begins holding writing workshops in two old people’s homes. The elderly people she meets along the way are all as adorable as each other. As the workshops progress, they reveal bits of their past and grow attached to the young woman, sensing her loneliness. Determined to make her happy again, the cheerful band of pensioners take on the mission of helping her find love! This finely-crafted feelgood novel with its amusing, moving cast of secondary characters is a perceptive study of loneliness, nostalgia, friendship, tenderness and love. Anne Idoux-Thivet is a qualified history teacher and specialist in medieval history. She has written several scientific articles for local history reviews and a non-fiction work entitled Ecouter l’autisme (Listening To Autism, Ed. Autrement 2009). L’ATELIER DES SOUVENIRS is her first novel.



“Very cleverly written so you have the time to take in all the characters’ pieces of writing as well as get involved with the plot and the characters themselves. They are all likeable and believable.”



Héloïse d’Ormesson, March 2017, 200 pages



◊



This book encompasses all the previous magical ingredients that made Lorraine Fouchet’s success: colourful characters, Brittany as a backdrop, music.



◊



A wonderful hymn to life and to the small joys that shape it.



◊



The reader will identify with the endearing and fanciful characters in search of truth and meaning in life.



In this optimistic novel, Lorraine Fouchet depicts old age as a pivotal time of life, full of regrets, worries and hopes. When Kim leaves her native Groix (a picturesque island off the coast of Brittany) to work in Antibes as Gilonne’s caretaker, she is deeply moved by the relationship between this retired actress and Côme, her obliging son. Against all odds, she grows fond of Gilonne, despite her ill-tempered nature. But one day, she finds out by chance that Côme passed away a long time ago. Shaken to her core, she wonders who this man really is, and why Gilonne insists upon calling him her son. From then onwards, driven by her own curiosity and her affection for these two tortured yet touching souls, Kim decides to investigate and elucidate this mystery. As if often the case, appearances can sometimes be deceiving. Born in 1956, Lorraine Fouchet is a former emergency physician. She is the author of fifteen novels, including ENTRE CIEL ET LOU, published in 2016, which won the Brittany prize and the Ouest Prize. She now lives between the suburb of Paris and the island of Groix.



“I bought the book this morning and spent all day reading it. It’s as fresh and light as a newly-baked sponge cake.”
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COMMERCIAL & FEEL GOOD FICTION



Virginie Grimaldi LE PARFUM DU BONHEUR EST PLUS FORT SOUS LA PLUIE (The Smell of Happiness is Stronger in The Rain)



Aurélie Valognes MINUTE PAPILLON (The Butterfly Minute)



Marazine, April 2017, 200 pages



Fayard, May 2017, 480 pages



◊



Rights sold in: The Netherlands (Xander), Bulgaria (Era), Germany, Korea.



◊



Shortlisted for: Prix Maison de la Presse 2017 this feel-good novel has hit the bestseller lists in France and there is an auction underway in Holland!



◊



Rights sold in: Spain (Maeva).



◊



46,000 copies sold.



◊



You will laugh, cry and smile, through the lives of everyday heroes set in familiar context.



◊



The story brings unexpected events until the last page.



Can feelings be revived once they have faded? Does love really conquer all?



An optimistic novel filled with good moods in the same vein as Gille Legardinier.



“I don’t love you anymore,” five short words that bring Pauline’s world crashing down. Her husband is leaving her, and she finds herself back at her parents’ house with her four-year-old son. She had always prided herself on being in control, but this time she isn’t so sure she’s going to make it – until one day she decides to fight back. Ben may have forgotten he loved her, and that they were happy together, but she’ll just have to remind him. She decides to write him a letter a day about memories they shared.



Rose is a 36-year-old single mother who works as a nanny in Paris. Her humble life is turned upsidedown when she loses her job, learns her beloved 18-year-old son Baptiste is going to be a father, and that he is moving out with his girlfriend. In a state of despair, Rose becomes a live-in companion for Colette, a spirited elderly woman with a passion for cooking and an irrational fear of germs and the outside world, who is neglected by her selfish and spoiled daughter. When Baptiste threatens Rose that she won’t be part of her grandchild’s life if she doesn’t reveal the identity of his father, she is forced to confront her past and her painful decision to keep quiet so the love of her life, Pierre, could move to Africa to work as a doctor. Through Colette’s guidance and encouragement, Rose finally meets Pierre and realises that sometimes, fate just might grant you a second chance.



Virginie Grimaldi gives us a story of love, loss, family, and life in a penetrating account that moves us from laughter to tears. Virginie Grimaldi is the author of two novels: LE PREMIER JOUR DU RESTE DE MA VIE (winner of the 2014 Prix Ecrire Aufeminin) and TU COMPRENDRAS QUAND TU SERAS PLUS GRANDE, currently being adapted for film.



Aurélie Valognes is thirty-three. Her debut novel, the French bestseller MÉMÉ DANS LES ORTIES, earned her a huge readership worldwide. Her second novel, NOS ADORABLES BELLES-FILLES was also a popular success. Valognes is a new and promising voice on the French literary scene.



« Un récit bien rythmé, mené par une femme seule et volontaire. La trame feel-good novel sait mettre à jour une réelle dimension psychologique, de sorte que les personnages existent simplement et réellement. Bel équilibre. » Lire 48
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Carène Ponte TU AS PROMIS QUE TU VIVRAIS POUR MOI (You Promised You Would Live For Me)



Sophie de Villenoisy QUESTION DE STANDING (A Matter of Class) Denoël, May 2017, 200 pages



Michel Lafon, June 2017, 352 pages



◊



Rights sold in: Italy (pre-empted by Garzanti) & Germany (Penguin Verlag).



◊



The author carries us away with a writing style that is brimming over with sincerity, emotion and humor



◊



◊



Readers will feel like they’ve always known the characters, who become their friends over the course of the book Life is short, so you might as well take advantage of it to follow your dreams and do what you really love: that’s what you want to do by the time you close this book!



Molly is a young woman with a comfortable life; she would never have guessed how radically 12 letters, written by her recently deceased best friend, would change the path of her life. Molly would never have imagined she would outlive her best friend, Marie. However, before she died, the latter left a legacy that ensures she will live on. She got Marie to make her a promise: to live for both of them and to get out of her unhappy daily rut. Doubting that Molly will take the commitment seriously, Marie leaves her 12 letters to open after her death – letters that will lead her to a new life. They ask her to buy a Christmas tree, spend a weekend in Grenoble, read erotic books, take tango lessons… and lead her to unexpected meetings! Winner of the E-crire aufeminin literary prize, Carène Ponte is also the author of the blog DES MOTS ET MOI. After her first novel, UN MERCI DE TROP (A Thanks Too Far, 10,000 copies sold), one of Michel Lafon’s top 10 online best-sellers in 2016, Carène Ponte presents her new romantic comedy.



◊



A clever and hilarious social comedy, with an irritating yet endearing leading female character, who slowly comes to terms with ordinary life, and confront her own biases.



◊



A theme tackling with a very current issue: the fear of being socially downgraded, shared by many.



A haughty upper-class woman living in a posh area of Paris is suddenly reduced to seriously downgrade her living standards as her ex-husband fails to pay her alimony. She tries to hide her predicament from her children and wealthy friends, the latter proving utterly unhelpful while she struggles to make ends meet! She will find out that only the riches of the heart matter... Caroline never had to worry about money. She is very good at spending it, though. At 43, Caroline d’Adhémar de Gransac has everything a woman can aspire to: beauty, money, her children’s love and her friends’ admiration. Her life is like an ad in a glossy, even her blow-dry is sensational. Paul, her corporate lawyer ex-husband, provides for her. Until the day when Paul takes a parental leave, and leaves her penniless without warning. Caroline, who has never worked a day in her life, is forced to be very hands-on, which might ruin her manicure. Her ego shattered, and her back to the wall, she comes to a terrible decision that her ethics and education deeply disapprove of. Will her loved ones ever forgive her? Sophie de Villenoisy works as a journalist and a writer/screenwriter. She is the author of various practical guides, and eight humorous comics. The latest one, a graphic comedy called BIEN FAIT! was released in 2015 by Éditions Delcourt. She has two children and lives in Paris.



49



COMMERCIAL & FEEL GOOD FICTION



Olivia Zeitline ET J’AI DANSÉ PIEDS NUS DANS MA TÊTE (And I Danced Barefoot In My Head) Solar, June 2017, 336 pages



◊



Rights sold in: Germany (Goldman), Spain (Grijalbo).



◊



Ongoing offer in Poland!



◊



The story of a failed dancer who will gain confidence in herself, in her body and in her dance to better succeed in her life.!!



◊



A colorful female character, full of doubts but also passionate for the art of dance.! !



◊



A double book with the story of Charlotte but also keys to learn to listen to one's intuition.



She finally allows herself to live her dream and dares to lay her crea- tivity bare, throwing her fears and certainties to the wind. After qualifying as a lawyer, Olivia Zeitline, who is passionate about art and personal development, decided very quickly to strike outon her own path. She put on a series of contemporary art exhibitions in cultural spaces and then created an online magazine, Réécrire, devoted to art and spirituality, which has 10,000 subscribers and won a prize at the Golden Blog Awards in 2013. In this debut novel, Olivia fuses her talents as an artist, writer and personal development coach.



The novel as therapy, encouraging us to follow our intuition: an inspiring story, the keys to discovering the magic of intuition, and an entreaty to live in harmony with oneself. A characterless meeting room at a major blue chip company. The walls start to spin, and 33-year-old Charlotte, the marketing project manager, cracks up mid-meeting and starts dancing barefoot in front of her colleagues. This is the first alarm bell, and Charlotte quits her orderly office life. Three years after her burnout, she takes up dancing again – a dream that has been buried deep within her body and mind since the age of 18. But not everything turns out as she had imagined: the unpaid bills pile up, her relationship with Tom, a freelance journalist, gradually falls apart, and her dream seems further off than ever. But one evening, a little voice in her head warns her that she and Tom are about to split up. Is it fear or intuition? The very next day, Tom leaves her. This the second moment of revelation, and Charlotte can now no longer ignore these inner messages which she is constantly receiving. With the help of Stella, her cello-playing friend, she embarks on a personal journey to converse with this little voice. 50
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THRILLER / NOIR 



them quickly and organise their new life together. However, when he arrives he finds they have disappeared. What he discovers is a lawless noman’s land for damned souls in which the police dare not set foot, giving carte blanche to a murderer…



Olivier Norek ENTRE DEUX MONDES (No-Man’s Land)



Michel Lafon, October 2017, 480 pages



From the very first crime, Adam decides to get involved. Why? Simply because he’s a cop and because confronted with the fading hope that he will see Nora again, it’s the only way to stop himself going mad. Bastien is a French policeman who knows this anarchic territory and the terrors it holds. When the foreign cop asks for his help, it forces him to open his eyes to the reality and make a choice – even if it places him in danger. Olivier Norek moves away from the Paris Suburbs – and delivers yet again with this impeccable plot full of twists and turns, and his unique ability to find humanity in the darkest places.



◊



Rights sold in: Germany (Verlags Gruppe Random House). Under option in Spain.



◊



Film rights sold to Hugo Productions, the team behind Dark Places with Charlize Theron ant The Crime of the Orient Express with Kenneth Branagh and Glenn Close.



◊



Realistic without sentimentality, enthralling moments of emotion.



with



◊



A topical subject with wide ranging implications.



◊



Harsh situations yet humanity. Masterful handling of suspense.



◊



A novel that offers an assessment of migrants’ situation around the world, from their difficult journeys to the lives of the police and the local populations around them.



◊



Two men from different cultures who have nothing in common become fast friends, bound by their values and their love for their families.



◊



A powerful and moving novel that exposes both the best and the worst of what people are capable of.



◊



The author’s in-depth investigative journalism adds to the novel’s authenticity.



This is a thriller that is monstrously human, “inevitably” human. No good guys on one side and bad guys on the other - just mutual fears that demand only to be appeased. Overwhelming. Olivier Norek is a lieutenant in Greater Paris police investigation Bureau with 18 years experience. He is the author of three widely acclaimed best-selling thrillers and winner of several prestigious literary prizes.



An exposé-novel that offers a clear-eyed view of life in migrant camps, and includes everyone there, from the migrants themselves to the humanitarian-aid volunteers, the police hovering on the outskirts and the local population. Fleeing a murderous regime and a war-torn country, Adam has sent his wife Nora and daughter Maya 6,000 kilometres away to a place where they can wait for him in safety. The plan is for him to join 51



THRILLER / NOIR



Olivier Norek THE CAPITAINE COSTE TRILOGY 1. CODE 93, April 2013 2. TERRITOIRES (TURFS) May 2014 3. SURTENSIONS (HIGH VOLTAGE) April 2016



◊



Rights sold as 3-book deal: Spain (Grijalbo:PRH), Czech Republic (Prah).



◊



TV adaptation rights sold to Kwai Productions.



◊



Over 90,000 copies sold.



◊



Prix du Quai de la Rapée (Code 93).



◊



Prix Classé premier (Code 93).



◊



Prix Sang pour sang polar (Territoires).



◊



Plume d’argent au prix Plume libre (Territoires).



◊



Grand Prix du Polar européen awarded by Le Point (Surtensions).



◊



Finalist for: Prix Maison de la presse – Prix Landerneau du polar – Prix Express BFM – Prix Polar à Cognac.



◊



Grand Prix des Lectrices de Elle 2017(Surtensions) – Elle Readers Award 2017.



Olivier Norek’s best-selling and multi-award winning Crime trilogy “Great thriller writing.” L’Express “Will blow you away… A perfectly realised first thriller.” Le Figaro littéraire – Pick of the year “The master of the thriller.” Elle “A terrific page turner that pulls no punches.” Librairie Mollat “Electroshock !” Le Point “Literature with a big L. The final pages are a model in suspense.” François Busnel, La Grande Librairie “A superlative intrigue – a thriller not to be missed.” RTL “Thrillers are dark. Thrillers are Norek.” Stéphane Bourgoin
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Sandrine Collette LES LARMES NOIRES SUR LA TERRE (The Black Tears on the Earth) Denoel, February 2017, 320 pages



treats the whole Yard; Jaja, the warrior; Poule the survivor, the sweet Marie-Thé, and Nini, the one who cannot comes to terms with her downfall, and still yearns for looking pretty, and dancing and drinking and hoping... She is the one who will bring calamity upon them all. Sandrine Collette was born in 1970. She divides her life between her career as a writer and her horse farm in Morvan. She previously wrote DES NOEUDS D’ACIER (2013), UN VENT DE CENDRES (2014), Six fourmis blanches (2015) and IL RESTE LA POUSSIÈRE (2016). DES NOEUDS D’ACIER met with public and critical success, sold nearly 70,000 copies, and was awarded the 2013 Best Crime Novel Award.



« Un roman audacieux et profondément humain » - Femme Actuelle ◊



A deeply moving dark and social novel, set in the Dante-like Wrecking Yard.



◊



Female characters are the heroines of a modern-day take on The Thousand and One Nights.



◊



In the grip-lit trend, this novel is a blend of fiction and thriller written by, for, and about women.



In a world in freefall, they are warriors who lost it all, but still cling on to a few sparks of hope, because they stand together. Their strength lies in their capacity to stay together, support oneanother and stay clear-headed... If one of them raises her head, all the girls might make it alive. It only took one. Just once, Moe made the wrong decision and left her native island to follow a man to Paris. She was only 20 then. Six years later, she had become a wreck with a toddler at her side as her sole possession, and ended up in a shelter for the deprived. Its officials call it the High Dam, but its inmates call it The Wrecking Yard.



« Cette sombre histoire émeut grâce à ses remarquables portraits de femmes luttant contre la misère. » L’Express « Dans ce style toujours très sensible et instinctif, Sandrine Collette, nous dresse un puissant portrait de femmes, tragique et émouvant » - Carrefour Savoirs « Encore un livre choc ! » L’éveil Normand « Sandrine Collette, dans un roman qui anticipe avec force des situations vécues ailleurs, conjure toute la noirceur du monde au nom de la solidarité » L’Humanité « Avec ce cinquième titre, elle se pose en grande dame du polar français, avec son écriture, ses univers, ses intrigues variées et originales, elle porte haut les couleurs du genre. » Critiques Polars « Un livre noir comme le désespoir. Une histoire de femmes, une histoire d'humanité. » Journal de Saône et Loire



The Wrecking Yard is a slum town consisting in wedged wrecked cars where the destitute residents live, and empty streets lined by bashed cars. Each car has a number, and is attributed to one person. For Moe, it’s number 2167, and a grey 306 Peugeot. The backseats are gone, but two towels were left for her and her baby boy. The rules of the Wrecking Yard are simple: if she wants to survive, she needs to work, for a few euros each day. And if she decides to leave, she will have to pay an exit charge, the equivalent of 13 years of hard work at least, if she manages to spend next to nothing except milk for the baby and rice for herself. As her life seems to be bent on a downward spiral, finally something positive happens: on her street, five female residents decided to get together to form an alliance, a clos-knit circle helping them all to face the violence of the neighbourhood and the dark times they go through. Soon enough, Moe and her boy are adopted by Ada, the elderly one, who knows herbs and plants, and 53



THRILLER / NOIR



Nicolas Beuglet LE CRI (The Scream)



Slimane-Baptiste Berhoun LES YEUX (The Eyes)



XO, September 2016, 491 pages



Bragelonne, July 2017, 444 pages



◊



Partial English translation available.



◊



◊



Rights sold in: Poland (Sonia Draga), Czech Republic: (XYZ), Slovakia (Albatros Media Slovakia), Russia (Centrepoligraph.)



A realistic writing style that gradually introduces fantasy elements into the story.



◊



The story plays with the reader’s emotions, alternating dread with comic scenes.



◊



A perfect setting for a horror thriller: a remote country area with a harsh climate.



◊



The discovery of a greatly talented writer.



◊



Every page of the story raises the question of the meaning of existence and plunges us into our innermost fears.



A fascinating thriller of rare complexity, inspired by real discoveries and events, that addresses the folly of man and the danger of misguided science transformed into a lethal weapon. Psychiatric Hospital in Gaustad, Oslo. The body of a patient is found strangled to death in his cell, his mouth open in a silent scream. Rushed to the scene, the disconcerting inspector Sarah Geringen immediately senses that this case will be unlike any other… The mysteries pile up: why does the victim have a scar in the form of the number 488 on his forehead? What do the indecipherable drawings on the walls of his cell signify? Why does the hospital staff seem so uncomfortable with the identity of this man who had been interned for over thirty years? For Sarah it is the beginning of a terrifying investigation. Subjected to a relentless countdown, Sara’s destiny will be linked to that of a French investigative journalist, Christopher, and she will discover, while digging up CIA records, a staggering truth about one of the questions that haunts each and every one of us: life after death... The response, buried in top-secret laboratories, might just be more frightening than the question. Nicolas Beuglet is 42-year-old. After fifteen years at the channel m6, he decidedto consecrate his time to writing screenplays and novels. He lives in BoulogneBillancourt with his wife and two daughters. The scream’ is his second novel.



A horror thriller set in an isolated asylum in the French countryside. In the 1950s, a psychiatric hospital in a windswept place deep in the countryside fuels countless rumours among residents of nearby villages. When the mutilated body of a child is found in the asylum courtyard, this does not seem to particularly interest the director, the psychiatrist, or even the local gendarmes. But the arrival of Lucie, a young student of the eminent psychoanalyst Lacan, does attract much attention. She has come to study a patient suffering from prosopagnosia, a disorder that leaves sufferers unable to recognize faces, who may be able to help her find the perpetrator of a grisly murder on the Rue des Martyrs in Paris. But the chief psychiatrist, a brute of a man, is as hostile to Lucie’s inquiries as he is to the methods of psychoanalysis. Lucie has no idea how dangerous snooping around the asylum will prove to be. What lurks there goes beyond all imaginable horrors, even those of the Massacre of the Rue des Martyrs. A diehard fan of the seventh art, SlimaneBaptiste Berhoun is one of the founding members of the Frenchnerd team. For seven years now, he has been a writer/director at Brainsonic, creating web-ads and webseries there. He plays the role of Doctor Castafolte in Le Visiteur du Futur.



“This thriller is one of the best of the season. Addictive !” Femme Actuelle 54
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Thierry Crouzet & Didier Pittet RÉSISTANTS (Imune) Bragelonne, April 2017, 400 pages



◊



Rights sold in: Turkey (Beyaz Baykus).



◊



English sample chapters available.



◊



By exposing the medical system flaws and revealing a possible antibiotic efficiancy failure, Resistants is a book with a message: together we can save our lives if we act now.



◊



Besides Yash and Katelyn, the poisoner and the huntress, you will meet scientists and doctors who play their own role in the fiction and guarantee scientific accuracy.



◊



Crouzet is at the same time scientific, captivating, stimulating and thrilling.



◊



Built as a TV series, each episode of RESISTANTS makes you crave for the next one.



Didier Pittet is, among other things, the brilliant doctor who 'invented' hand hygiene thanks to alcoholbased handrubs, and widely promoted its use, saving millions of lives. Thierry Crouzet helped spread the word with his previous book, which was translated into 15 languages, financed and distributed thanks to orders from pharmaceutical companies



RESISTANTS is a medical thriller about antibiotic resistance, an increasingly concerning issue for physicians all around the world. Each year, the superbugs The Bahamas. Katelyn, a young medical student, has her dream summer job: hostess on a billionaire’s yacht. She is having the time of her life…until someone poisons all the passengers. Why is she the sole survivor? Recruited by the AntiBioterrorism Centre—the ABC—Katelyn must pursue the poisoner, get close to him. In this suspenseful novel, Katelyn explores a public health labyrinth to confront an apocalyptic future, a very real threat facing all of humankind. Is the poisoner a murderer, or is he an agent of change? And are Katelyn’s complex feelings for him clouding her judgement? In this novel, reality and fiction collide to turn our blood col. Whilst the story is fiction, the medical truths and dangers revealed are very real.
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Frédéric Aribit LE MAL DES ARDENTS (Saint Anthony’s Fire)



Julien Messemackers CEUX QUI SAVENT (Those Who Know)



Belfond, August 2017,240 pages



Anne Carrière, June 2017, 320 pages



◊



The story of an ephemeral but dazzling love.



◊



An intense, fast-paced plot centered on Hélène’s survival and cure.



◊



An ordinary hero sublimated by the love and personality of Lou.



◊



◊



A poetic style, exalted but also a wellreserached account of Saint Anthony’s fire disease.



A moving father-daughter relationship that grows stronger over the course of the book.



◊



An interesting novel about advances in genetic medicine and the ethical questions they raise.



Humans have been consuming wheat since the dawn of time, and yet this mundane cereal has been the cause of numerous mysterious deaths ever since Antiquity. Ergot, a kind of fungus which grows on some varieties of wheat and possesses properties similar to LSD, provoked outbreaks of madness in medieval villages, collective hysteria and pitiless witch-hunts, and yet for centuries, nobody knew why these people were falling prey to insanity. This madness has a name: Saint Anthony’s Fire. And it is the disease which is afflicting Lou, the wayward muse and lover of the Parisian professor who is the hero of this novel. Accompanying her in her delirious and extraordinary meanderings across Paris, he is willing to put his life on the line in the hope of saving her. A hallucinatory saga of love and death, this is a meticulously researched literary novel about a fascinating subject, conveyed in a vibrant and poetic style. Frederic Aribit was born in Bayonne in 1972. The holder of PhD in literature, he currently teaches in Paris. Following on from TROIS LANGUES DANS MA BOUCHE (Belfond, 2015), LE MAL DES ARDENTS is his third novel.



Alexandre, a young widower who’s at the end of his rope, has one last hope: to see his daughter Helen, who has been suffering from a rare disease since the age of 6, cured. When Frederick Stern, a specialist in genetic therapies, comes into their lives offering to heal the teenage girl, Alexandre thinks it’s a miracle. At the Stern Institute, everything is picture-perfect: Helen follows a revolutionary treatment while discovering the intensity of first love with another young patient, Simon. But the dream veers to nightmare when Alexandre discovers what the doctor is really doing – he’s using his daughter as a guinea pig. He tries to run away with her, to protect her, but Helen insists they take Simon along. The father – who has no choice but to take the young lovers - will risk anything to save his daughter… If only he knew that the worst was yet to come… Son of a bookseller who was nourished on stories, Julien Messemackers made imagination his career universe. He spent many years working for film producers and directors, drawing inspiration from his experience with artistic agents; with Dominique Besnehard, he created the series Dix pour cent. Now working exclusively on projects of his creation, he still writes for television. CEUX QUI SAVENT is his first novel.
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Johana Gustawsson MÖR



Johana Gustawsson BLOCK 46



Bragelonne, March 2017, 75,000 words



Bragelonne, October 2015, 227 pages



◊



Full manuscript available in English.



◊



Rights sold in: UK (Orenda Books).



◊



A grisly new challenge for our favourite duo of female investigators!



◊



A sombre and blood-soaked thriller that th echoes with the ghosts of late 19 -century London.



◊ ◊



A female-driven novel in which all women, from the angel to the devil, face adversity .



◊



Rights sold in: Czech Republic (Vikend), UK! (Orenda Books), Italy (La Corte), !Brazil (Darkside).



◊



Prix Nouvelle Plume d’argent 2016.



◊



Full English translation available!



◊



Dark, raw thriller that leads us on the trail of Nazi monsters who took refuge in Scandinavia.



◊



A well-documented, masterfully executed detective novel, very much in the same vein as MILLENIUM.



◊



A duo of female investigators consumed by their fascination for serial killers. An investigation led by two strong and mysterious women who make their male counterparts feel uncomfortable.



Brisk and brilliant narration that turns on a series of breath-taking twists.



Torvsjön, 16 July 2015. The dismembered body of a woman, minus several pounds of flesh, is found on the shores of a Swedish lake. London. The profiler Emily Roy is called to a crime scene. An actress has been abducted and her shoes have been found nearby, neatly wrapped in a freezer bag. These two crimes bear all the hallmarks of Richard Hemfield, the “Terror of Tower Hamlets”. But for the past decade he has been in the highsecurity Broadmoor psychiatric hospital, serving a life sentence for the murder of six women. So how could he possibly be linked to these latest crimes? The tracking down of a voracious and terrifying killer, plunging us into the labyrinth of a perverse mind that harks back to the ill-famed streets of Victorian London. Johana Gustawsson was born in Marseille and now lives in London with her husband and son. BLOCK 46, her first novel, was a rapid success and has been translated into several languages. Johana combines passion for history with fascination for the complexity of family ties. She delves into the roots of evil to explore it in all its ramifications.



“Johana Gustawsson has taken the thriller into a new dimension. Her subtle and surprising novels are the fruit of an immense talent.” Karen Sullivan, Orenda Books



2014: London is being terrorized by a serial killer who is leaving mutilated bodies of little boys all over the city. Emily Roy, a brilliant profiler with an icy personal manner, is taken aback when she finds out that a woman’s body with the same mutilations has been found in Sweden. Convinced that they are dealing with a sociopathic duo, Emily leads the investigation with the help of a French writer, Alexis Castels. In addition to being specialized in serial killers, Alexis is also an old friend of the Swedish victim. The two women delve into the tortured psyche of the two killers whose profile gradually emerges: a father and son, the older man is a death-camp survivor suffering from Stockholm syndrome. Unless he is a front for a Nazi scientist who is intent on continuing his experiments. Johana Gustawson presents the first Emily Roy-Alexis Castells investigation. With a dark and chilling atmosphere, this psychological and historical thriller has a truly unexpected ending. ”An audacious writer, brimming with talent.” R.J. Ellory 57
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