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Since early major descendants (or imams) of MUHAMMAD unsuccessfully competed for the political authority in the region (622-900 AD), most suffered martyrdom. Their Shrines and those of their relatives became Pilgrimage sites all over Iran, Iraq and Turkmenistan. (here : Masumeh’s shrine, Qom)



Imam REZA is the only original (of 12 holy imams) who was buried in the iranian Territory, i.e. Mashhad, turkmen border. From the Middle Age, the popular devotion extended then to most imam relatives shrine ( imamzadeh) or religiously venerated person in the country, and caused the building of thousands of local sanctuaries around. Most of the time, the size and affluence of the sanctuary is usually proportional in size and magnificence with the fervour his comtemporaries feel for that person. So, imagine how crowded is the affluence in such a big compound, that is the recent Holy Shrine of the Ayatollah KHOMEYNI in Rey. As the first Guide of the islamic Revolution, he was indeed proclaimed « imam », that is more than honour in the twelver Mind. The Shrine is possibly the second in size in the Country after the Imam REZA’s Shrine (Mashhad) and includes inner mosques, rest rooms, stores, restaurants, so on. This was built in Rey , that was formerly the major city in the Tehran vincinity, before this grew so that both cities joined together. Rey is now a far significant suburb of Tehran, and its main sightseeings are the Behesht-e-zahra ( major cemetary of Tehran) and the Imamzadeh Abdulkarim.



PART1: NATIONAL PILGRIMAGES After the Ottomans occupied Macca, Bagdad , Najaf and Kerbala, shii leaders developped more pilgrimage centers on the persian territory. The devotion to REZA rose so that this pilgrimage is now officially the national substitute of the panislamic Hajj to Macca. Then they reminded that imam REZA’s sister Fatma MASUMEH passed away when she was on transit through Qom, that was then a small, desolated city in the desert, about 100 km away south from Rey. Picture : Tehran to Qom, Howz Soltan Lake in the Dasht-e-kavir desert , Tehran-Qom Road.



QOM From this period, the original imamzadeh in Qom was dramatically restored and extended. The close river was roofed and paved.. On these recent pictures, the pilgrimage to the Fatma MASUMEH’s shrine seems still the major activity in the place. This is a quasi continuous pilgrimage, and hundreds of crowded coaches come in every Friday. NOTA Several famous quranic high schools were founded around, and Mashhad is the only religious school that can be compared in fame . KHOMEYNI was taught and lived in Qom before fleding to Najaf, then to France.



Main enterance, on the central square



Pilgrims at side enterance (paved river side )



Renewal of the dome golden layer is in progress



Inner courtyard is not allowed for pictures…



QOM – Fatmeh Masumeh shrine



QOM Excepting testimonies by the Macca’s Hajj participants, few comparizons can express the visible devotion of these pilgrims. Right, we can observe the common adoration of the MASUMEH’s Shrine Door by a pilgrim. Left : I inserted this official picture of the Mashhad shrine Kiosk, which features the ancient fanfare or Naqarehkhan ( nakkareh drums + karna trumps) that were restored after the revolution in Kashan, Mashhad and Qom)



NOTA : After searching the origins of this naqareh drum it is reported as formerly beaten by camel drivers in caravans in Iran and Afghanistan and that suggests its presumed connections with the Fatimide inherited Mahmal ritual camel processions from Cairo & Damas to Macca (1200-1900 AD. One hypothesis that this perpetuated a Tazieh –like scenery of the Fatimides when in Cairo (XIV th century).



QOM This view of the Fatma MASUMEH shrine (QOM) enclosure illustrates the presumed location of the naqarehkhan Fanfare Kiosk.



QOM The pilgrimage to Qom is a somewhat wanted Must in the life of any iranian shiite . I observed a Zamzam –like watersource near the shrine, and this woman is carrying miraculous water tank of this.



NOTA : Zamzam Dwell is a miraculous Water source in Macca. Such sources are often reported in pilgrimage places in Near east, ethiopia, so on. « zamzam » became a common idiom for « miracle » in arabic language.



SHRINE OF ZEINAB ( SEYEDINA ZEINOB, SOUTH DAMAS)



Prominent shiite ziyarat in Syria. Accomodation of the pilgrims is the big business of the city.



SHRINE OF ZEINAB . Shiite pilgrims occasionally fly from Iran, India and Iraq to pay a visit.



MASHHAD AIRPORT – Thousands of pilgrims and disabled used to gather in Emam REZA’s shrine in the occasion of the annual birthday of Emam REZA. .



REY Emamzadeh Abolhazim: is a crowdy pilgrimage on every Fridays. So REY rose and generated indirectly Tehran.



South of SHIRAZ, the impressive Shrine complex for SHAH-e-SHERAGH (emam Reza s brother) was erected.



SHIRAZ: The Shrine of SHAH-e-SHERAGH is now a major pilgrimage center, just like Qom and Mashhad.



Inhabitants literally build Bazar and towns around the Shrines. Left: Rey Right : The shrine complex includes a big pious marketplace for pilgrims



SHIRAZ The marketplace for pilgrims



QOM Left : On the main roofed bridge, Qom, the prolific business of the religious merchandising survi ved, and well: rosaries, Hosein’s pictures, Surat inscriptions, prayer carpets, hijabs, incense burners, but also, toy machine guns, toys, umbrellas, clothes, luggages, anything….



Right : Close to the sanctuary some kind of wandering derviche is begging offerings near the traders shops. He’s wearing the traditional coat of the religious Followers.



SHIRAZ At dawn, pilgrims abund around the crowdy Hoseiniyyeh of the Mosque of the Martyrs for the daily prayer.
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