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BEST-SELLERS Julien Sandrel LA CHAMBRE DES MERVEILLES (The Room Of Wonders) Calmann-Lévy, March 2018, 209 pages



◊ We do not handle Polish rights for this title. ◊ English Sample available! ◊ Rights sold in: Spain (Planeta), Italy (Rizzoli), Netherlands (De Bezige Bij/Cargo), Sweden (Forum), Island (Forlagid), Greece (Psichogios), Israel (Keter books), Germany (Penguin Verlag), Russia (Corpus), Romania (Trei), Czech Republic (Albatros Media), Slovakia (Albatros Media), Bulgaria (Ciela), English, Vietnam (Kim Dong Publishing), China (China South Booky), Japan (NHK), Serbia (Laguna), Latvia (Zvaigzne), Turkey, Ukraine (Hemiro). ◊ Long-listed for the Prix Maison de la Presse. ◊ A feel-good book with lots of humorous moments, showing the true value of family ties and mother love. ◊ The narration alternates between the viewpoint of the mother and the thoughts of the son in a coma.



A journey through the dreams of a child living on borrowed time, a novel that mirrors life, unexpected, moving, funny, sometimes tough. At other times thrilling. After an accident, Louis, 12, now lies in a very deep coma, surely irreversible. If there is no improvement, it will be necessary for his mother Thelma to decide whether to keep him on the respirator or not. Thelma finds a notebook under her son’s pillow, in which he has compiled a list of his dreams, or rather of all the experiences he’d like to live before he goes: Louis calls them “his wonders”, being: spend a crazy day in Tokyo, get a tattoo, take an intensive football course… In the course of this journey through the dreams of a child, and in the midst of this frightening countdown, Thelma rediscovers the flavour of life, friendship, and mutual assistance, the dragging of time and the touch of craziness. She comes to terms with herself and learns how to take a closer look at others once again. Thelma will benefit from these challenges. Julien Sandrel was born in 1980 in the south of France. This is his first novel.



Jean-Gabriel Causse LES CRAYONS DE COULEUR (The Crayons) via Alain Timsit Agency, September 2017, 288 pages



◊ We do not handle Polish rights for this title. ◊ Rights sold in: France (Flammarion), Pocket France (J’ai Lu), Germany (Bertelsmann / Random House), Castillan world (Grijalbo), Catalan (Rosa Del Vents / Penguin Random House), Italy (Harper Collins), (Hyundaemunha), Lithuania (Lithuanian Writer’s Union), Russia (Sindbad). ◊ Option signed for an international feature film project. ◊ An unusual theme: the symbolism of colors, which teaches us a lot about their role in our lives and invites us to pay more attention to their impact. ◊ A book filled with humor, wacky situations and suspense, making for a real page-turner.



Have colors really disappeared or have people just stopped noticing them? This slightly wacky but philosophical tale, which is also a rom-com, introduces us to the fascinating and little-known world of color. Having lost his white-collar job, 30-something Arthur, has started drowning his sorrows in drink. His only joy comes from observing Charlotte in the building across the street. She is a very pretty young blind woman who lives alone with her 7-year-old daughter, Louise. Arthur eventually gets a job in a crayon factory. Two events will change his life and allow him to cross paths with Charlotte and her daughter. The first, fairly ordinary one, is that the factory goes out of business. The second is more surprising: colors start disappearing all over the planet, leading to unbelievable chaos. Scientists and journalists, searching for an explanation of the strange phenomenon, come up with all sorts of theories, each one more outlandish than the last. Living in a world of black, white and shades of gray, the population becomes collectively depressed and an unprecedented economic crisis looms. A book that intertwines culture and humor by an author who really knows his subject. After L'ETONNANT POUVOIR DES COULEURS 2014), a bestseller translated into 15 languages, Jean-Gabriel Causse, designer and color specialist, presents his debut novel, which sparked a major auction in France and was published by Flammarion in September 2017.
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BEST-SELLERS



Anna Gavalda FENDRE L'ARMURE (Pierce the Armour)



Nicolas Vanier L’ÉCOLE BUISSONNIÈRE (Over The Walls)



Le Dilettante, May 2017, 284 pages



XO, May 2017, 418 pages



◊ Rights sold in: North American-English rights (Europa), UK & Commonwealth (Europa), Romania (Polirom), Czech Republic (Mlada Fronta), Hungary (Magvetö), Italy (Frassinelli), Korea (Booklog), Slovakia (Slovart), Serbia (Paideia), Russia (AST), Germany (Hanser), Poland (Wydawnictwo Literackie), Latvia (Zvaigzne). ◊ Alternatively qualified as sensitive and graceful Anna Gavalda excels at writing about ordinary people and their ordinary lives in a way that makes all readers simply fall in love with her characters and stories. ◊ Each short story is like a novel in terms of richness and deepness. Even if sometimes sadness appears there is a lot of hope too. ◊ There is an atmosphere, a mood, a personality, and each time an unexpected ending. ◊ Gavalda masters the art of unexpected endings and unusual situations. She speaks in the first person, which amplifies the effect of empathy. ◊ This collection is a tribute to chance encounters. ◊ Seven characters make up this second collection of short stories, eighteen years after the first one (JE VOUDRAIS QUE QUELQU’UN M’ATTENDE QUELQUE PART). ◊ It speaks of the solitude of humans and the pain of loss, but also of the magic of encounters and the power of love.



The novelist has returned to the literary genre that made her famous – the short story – with grace. In this new collection Gavalda is the messenger of distraught characters who get back on their feet within a few hours. An ode to those who admit to their weaknesses, who confront their vulnerability. There's Ludmila, there's Paul, there's Jean and the others have no name. They simply say “I”. Nearly all of them speak of the night, during the night, precisely at a time in their lives when they are struggling to distinguish between night and day.



◊ We do not handle Bulgarian nor Hungarian rights for this title. ◊ Rights sold in: China, Poland (Rebis). ◊ 70,000 copies sold. ◊ Movie rights sold: China, Germany, Greece, Gulf Countries, Israel, Portugal, Japan, Malaysia, Philippines, Taiwan, Thailand, Ex-Yougoslavia. ◊ A unique view on relationships between human & nature. ◊ Vanier invites us in the mysterious Sologne region that he has cherished since his childhood. ◊ An ode to nature, reminiscent of Maurice Genevoix, but also a reflection on identity, roots, friendship. ◊ A text both strong and tender, far from the agitation of the world.



A story of friendship and identity, by the author and director of Belle and Sebastien. Let yourself be enchanted by this genuine ode to nature & coming-ofage novel Paris, 1930. Paul had only known one and the same horizon: the high walls of the orphanage, an austere building in the working class suburbs. But then one day he is taken in by a joyful country lady, Célestine, and her husband Borel, the rather strict gamekeeper of a vast domain in Sologne. The city kid, rebellious and stubborn, arrives in this mysterious world, that of a sovereign and wild region. The immense forest, the ponds, the crops, everything here belongs to Count de la Fresnaye, a taciturn widower who lives alone in his mansion. The Count tolerates poachers on the domain but Borel relentlessly tracks the cleverest one of them, who goes by the name of Totoche, without ever catching him redhanded. Paul will learn about life, nature and its secrets. But Paul hasn’t come into this unknown universe by chance… Born in 1962, Nicolas Vanier lives in Sologne when he is not travelling in the Nordic countries. He is the author of various travel books, amongst which The Child of the Snows (1995), which has now been adapted for the big screen, and The White Odyssey (1999), a huge bestseller. The Song of the Big North, his third novel, is published in two volumes .
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Maryam Madjidi MARX ET LA POUPÉE (Marx And The Doll)



Éric Vuillard L’ORDRE DU JOUR (The Agenda)



Via Mon Agent & Cie, January 2017, 216 pages



Actes Sud, May 2017, 160 pages



◊ Rights sold in: Italy (Bompiani), Arabic (Centre culturel Arabe), Germany (Aufbau), Greece, (Psychogios), Romania (Casa cartii de stiinta), Serbia (Albatros), Canada (Heliotrope), Turkey (Profil), Spain (Minuscula), Croatia (Sandorf), ◊ Ongoing offers in Korea and Poland. ◊ 20,000 copies sold in France! ◊ Prix Goncourt du Premier Roman 2017!



In this novel, the author tells with humour and tenderness how roots can be a burden, yet also means of socialization, and even weapons of massive seduction. This is her personal story of exile and yet it resonates as universal in a powerful and elegant literary style. From her mother's womb, Maryam saw the first hours of the Iranian revolution. Six years later, she joined her father in exile in Paris. Through the memories of her early years, Maryam recounts the abandonment of the country, the remoteness of her family, the loss of her toys - given to the children of Teheran under the injunction of her Communist parents - of her language for the benefit of the French which she will alternately reject, then adopt frantically, to the point of leaving her native language for many years. In this novel that can be read as a tale as well as a diary, Maryam Madjidi tells with humor and tenderness the roots as a burden, a means of socialization, and even a weapon of seduction. Maryam Madjidi was born in 1980 in Tehran, and leaves Iran at the age of six to live in Paris. Today, she teaches french to isolated foreign minors. She spent four years in Beijing and two years in Istanbul, and is now back in Paris. Marx et la poupée is her first novel. « Maryam Madjidi cherche sa langue à elle, une langue qui lui permettra de déterrer les morts et d’écrire au plus près d’elle-même : sa langue d’écrivain. » Le Monde des livres « L’imagination, mêlée au réalisme des situations pleines de regards, de saveurs, de voix, de gestes, agit comme un révélateur. » Le Figaro



◊ Rights sold in: Germany (Matthes & Seitz), Greece (Polis), UK (Macmillan) US (Other Press), Italy (E/O), Spain (Castillan/Tusquets, Galicia/Kalandraka, Catalan/Ediciions62), China (Genesis Culture), Serbia (Akademska Knjiga), Vietnam (Nha Nam), Galicia (Kalandraka), Portugal (Dom Quixote), Catalogna (Edicions62), Netherlands (Meulenhoff), Romania (Litera), Israel (Hakibbutz), Korea (Open Books), Czech Republic (Argo), Albania (Buzuku), Slovenia (Beletrina), Slovakia (Slovart), Turkey (Can Yayinlari), Russia (Eksmo), Ukraine (Vivat), Lithuania (Zara), India (Megha book), Norway (Solum) ◊ Ongoing offer for Danish, Georgian. ◊ Over 300,000 copies sold. ◊ Awarded the 2017 Prix Goncourt!



20th;Feb. 1933: on an unremarkable day at Berlin, a meeting of German captains of industry and senior Nazi dignitaries is being held. They are there to ‘stump up’ the funding for the accession to power of the National Socialist Party and its fearful Chancellor. 12 March 1938: the annexation of Austria is on the agenda and a grotesque day ensues which is intended to be go down in history: the newsreels capture for eternity a motorised army, a terrible power and a modern version of fate being enacted. But behind Goebbels’ glorious propaganda, it is an ersatz Blitzkrie, which unfolds, the Panzers breaking down in mass on the roads of Austria; it is a world away from the concocted myth. The true behind-the-scenes story of the Anschluss reveals a very different, and less glorious, picture: no longer is it the resolve of character or the determination of a people, which wins the day, but rather a combination of intimidation and bluff. A writer and filmmaker born in 1968, Éric Vuillard won the Prix Ignatius J. Reilly in 2010 for CONQUISTADORS (2009), the prix Franz-Hessel in 2012 and the prix ValeryLarbaud in 2013 for CONGO and LA BATAILLE D’OCCIDENT (2012). He also published his TRISTESSE DE LA TERRE (prix Joseph-Kessel 2015) and 14 JUILLET (2016, prix Alexandre-Vialatte 2017).
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BEST-SELLERS



Miguel Bonnefoy SUCRE NOIR (Black Sugar)



Olivier Bourdeaut PACTUM SALIS (Salt Friendship)



Rivages, August 2017, 214 pages



Finitude, January 2018, 250 pages



◊ English sample available. ◊ Rights sold in: World English (Gallic Books), Italy (66and2nd), Spain (Armaenia), Venezuela (Monte Avila), the Netherlands (Karaat), Czech Republic Republic (Argo), China. ◊ A modern tale of pirates and treasure with maps, metal detectors and adventurers who are both enthusiastic and determined to find gold. ◊ The story reads like an old-fashioned count, but is studded with modern irony; it adds new spin to the genre’s clichés, and the characters are stunningly portrayed. ◊ A rogue’s gallery of colourful characters that are very believable as real people, making it easy for readers to identify and sympathize with them.



Bonnefoy reimagines the legendary tale of one of history’s most famous buccaneers, recounting, in prose inspired by Latin American magical realism, the fates of men shaped both by a search for love and by the vagaries of fate. A fabulous page-turner with intense, smoothly flowing narration. On a Caribbean island, a legend of pirate treasure will disrupt the quiet lives of the Otero family. Determined to find the lost riches of Captain Henry Morgan, whose ship ran aground nearby some 300 years earlier, a string of intrepid explorers, including the ambitious Severo Bracamonte, will cross paths with Serena Otero, a sugarcane-plantation heiress who dreams of other horizons. Over the years – as the family business, which distils the best rum around, flourishes – everyone is searching the treasure they believe will bring meaning to their lives. But in this untamed land, heady with intoxicating vapours of rum and guava trees, fatality – garbed in bright, tropical hues – wreaks havoc with their all-consuming ambitions and desires. Miguel Bonnefoy’s first novel, LE VOYAGE D’OCTAVIO (2015), won the Prix de la Vocation, the Prix Fénéon and the Prix Edmée de La Rochefoucauld. It has been translated into four languages: World English (Gallic Books), Italy (66th and 2nd), Greece (Utopia Publishing), Spain (Armaenia) and Venezuela (Monte Avila); and sold more than 25,000 copies in France only.



◊ Rights sold in: Hungary (Magveto), Denmark, (Jensen & Dalgaard), Netherlands (Wereldbibliotheek). ◊ 45,000 copies sold. ◊ Endearing characters who have a nose for attracting incredible situations. We cannot help laughing upon all these hilarious stories. ◊ We discover the peculiar scenery of French salt marshes around Guérande as we read.



The unlikely encounter, in the heart of the salt marshes, between two different men with diametrically opposed dreams. A summer morning, in a small town of Brittany, an unlikely friendship is born. Jean, a Parisian in his 30s, gave up his mediocre, aimless life as a student after seeing a documentary on TV about the salt marshes in Brittany. He has found a kind of peace in this nearly monastic life, disconnected from all forms of modern technology. Michel, also in his 30s, is a real-estate agent. Born into a working-class family he has worked tirelessly to leave all that behind him. His one and only goal in life is financial success. And if that means scarifying family life and friendship, that’s just how it is. He grants himself a few days’ vacation in a 5-star hotel in La Baule, a stone’s throw from Guerande. The only thing the two men seem to have in common is their drinking habit. But despite constant bickering, both will eventually find in each other the comforting presence of a brother. They spend a week together, bound by both a ridiculous promise and by mutual fascination. This is the story of a failed, aborted friendship. Two lonely people who come together don’t necessarily become firm friends. An unpredictable end, exceeding expectations. While throughout the story, the reader hopes that the toxic relationship of the heroes has not been fatal to one of them, one still dies, intoxicated. Olivier Bourdeaut’s first novel EN ATTENDANT BOJANGLES was an international success, with rights sold in over 30 languages and over 500,000 copies sold in France. PACTUM SALIS is his second novel. « Olivier Bourdeaut confirme qu’il est un écrivain et non un phénomène saisonnier. » La Croix
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HIGHLIGHTS SPRING Philippe Claudel L’ARCHIPEL DU CHIEN (The Dog Archipelago) Stock, March 2018, 288 pages



◊ Rights sold in: the Netherlands (De Bezige Bij), Israel (Sendik), Russia (Eksmo), Spain (Salamandra), Croatia (Bozicevic), Taiwan (Ecus), Italy (Ponte Alle Grazie). ◊ Under offer in the UK. ◊ A novel built as a philosophical tale that takes up universal and timeless humanist themes in an ultra contemporary context. ◊ Characters that unveil ambiguous stakes, which combine collective and personal interests. An oppressive fast-paced narrative, a modern epic. ◊ The writing is bare, gathering only the essential to pierce the dark soul of humanity and the consequences of giving up on it. ◊ Reminiscent of Léo Perutz, Georges Simenon, Leonardo Sciascia and Ismaël Kadaré.



An island set apart from the bustle of the world and a small community who live from their fishing, their vines, and olive trees. One morning three bodies wash up on its shores. Should the locals forget them or try to find the truth? The reader is taken on a journey, discovering a half-real half-dreamed geography, and the people who live there, playing with the codes of detective fiction, creating quaint characters who prove to be major archetypes of the human race, linking them to mythological or religious figures as a way of offering a symbolic reading of our lives and destinies to anyone ready to discover and explore it. This novel is full of suspense and incident, but it is also a parable about old societies that hope to live on, sheltered behind impenetrable frontiers. A timeless reflection on the human condition and the decisions we make. Philippe Claudel is a writer and film director. He is best known for LES ÂMES GRISES (2003 prix Renaudot) translated into more than 30 languages; Monsieur Linh and his child (2005); Brodeck’s Report (2007 Goncourt des lycéens); The Investigation (2010); The Tree of the Toraja (2016), Inhumaines (2017).



Camille Laurens LA PETITE DANSEUSE DE 14 ANS (Degas’s Little Ballerina) Stock, September, 2017, 176 pages



◊ Rights sold in: US (Other Press, WEL), Turkey (Yapi Kredi) and Arabic. ◊ Over 20,000 copies sold in France.



◊ The story of the sculpture exhibited in Paris,



London, New York, Washington, Chicago, Copenhage, Dresden… but few know the identity of the model.



◊ Camille Laurens tells us how much the little



dancer crystallized the social, aesthetic issues of her time. A personal tribute to a forgotten heroine of the history of arts.



Degas’s “Little Ballerina” has always been a presence for Camille Laurens. Who was the model for Edouard Degas’s world-renowned sculpture of a ballet dancer? Camille Laurens embarks on a meticulous and sensitive enquiry. Camille Laurens looks into the childhood of Marie Van Goethem, born to Belgian parents, with an older sister who ended up as a courtesan, a younger sister who became a ballet teacher and a mother who died on the very premises of the Paris Opera. Dancing and prostitution. Revolution and the art world. Quite unintentionally, Marie would become one of the most discussed models, and was described as a “monkey” at the 1881 Salon des Indépendants exhibition. How did Degas dare to make something beautiful of such an ugly child? And what mysterious connection was there between Degas and his subject, given that he kept the wax sculpture in his studio his whole life and never exhibited it? This enquiry ultimately leads Camille Laurens to a more personal quest. Novelist, essayist and academic Camille Laurens published some twenty books. In 2000, DANS CES BRAS-LÀ won the Prix Fémina and the Prix Renaudot des Lycéens, and was translated into 30 languages. Her latest novel CELLE QUE VOUS CROYEZ (2016) sold 50,000 copies in France. “Camille Laurens writes like a dancer, aware of the risk of falling, yet always aiming for gracefulness.” Le Monde des Livres



“Book after book, Philippe Claudel continues to lean towards the fable even the parable, sometimes acerbic, sometimes bittersweet, to better represent the excesses of our societies.” Télérama
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HIGHLIGHTS SPRING



Thierry Cohen L’ACADÉMIE DES ÂMES ABIMÉES (Save Our Souls School)



Lucile Paul-Chevance L’ENFANT DE LA SOURCE (Nassim’s Journey)



Plon, February 2018, 336 pages



Kero, March 2018, 272 pages



◊ A novel addressing themes that really matter to teens. ◊ A caring and considerate academy that everyone would love to attend or to have attended to acquire keys for coping with life ◊ Main characters that are both fragile and strong: readers will identify with them, and be inspired by them to want to outdo themselves and develop their own individual strengths



Hogwarts and X-Men aren’t the only unusual schools for children with unusual lives… At the Iron Will Institute, healing the living is on the curriculum every single day. In the midst of hell, just as Lana and Dylan think they can’t stand up to those who are persecuting them any more, people appear, save them and offer them a new lease on life. Because they have nothing left to lose, they agree to follow these strangers. Enrolled in the Iron Will Institute, they will discover a whole new world. A world in which everyone used to be a victim of a psychopath of some sort: dealers, rapists, abusive parents, Mafia networks and more… They are all broken beings who lost the will to live, but the strange teachers of the Iron Will Institute do their utmost to give it back to them… as well as the will to learn and to better themselves – in order to change the world. Between classes in Krav Maga, public speaking, decoding body language and other educational approaches aimed at protecting them from society’s ills, Lana and Dylan, with the help of their sponsors, Dimitri and Romane, will try to put themselves back together, and to become teenagers with open minds, able to be curious and passionate… and to fall in love. But Lana’s past will come back to haunt her and draw her into a fresh hell. Thierry Cohen has written a great many best-sellers that have been translated into several languages, including J’AURAIS PRÉFÉRÉ VIVRE (Still with Me), JE LE FERAI POUR TOI, LONGTEMPS J’AI RÊVÉ D’ELLE, SI TU EXISTES AILLEURS, SI UN JOUR LA VIE T’ARRACHE À MOI and JE N’ÉTAIS QU’UN FOU.



◊ French pocket rights sold to Le Livre de Poche. ◊ Longlisted for the Prix Maison de la Presse. ◊ A luminous book that will leave readers feeling at peace with their lives. ◊ Closing the book, readers will realize that, like the boy, they have learned a lot and emerged stronger that they were before.



Over the course of this coming-of-age tale, readers will follow a little boy through the desert, share his wondrously meaningful encounters and take in the teachings that are dispensed to him. Nassim is a somewhat unique little boy. Intelligent and sensitive, he discovers on his fifth birthday that at times he can hear a voice: this voice, which he names Source, is an inner force that advises and helps him. He lives a happy and pampered life with his parents and sister, Naia, until one day, his father Ousmane, whose dream is for his son to take over the family business, entrusts his education to a tutor, and places him in the hands of Faisal, his insidious foreman. Caught between the tutor’s violence and the perverse maneuvers of Faisal, Nassim decides to run away. He flees to the desert and meets a walker, Malek, who takes him under his wing and introduces him to inner discovery and self-control. Throughout his journey, Nassim meets a variety of spiritual masters who teach him the power of meditation, the ability to listen to his emotions and visualize happiness… and from each of those he meets along the way, from one discovery to the next, Nassim receives the greatest of life lessons. As inspiring as Paulo Coelho's Alchemist, as charming as Raphaelle Giordano's books, Nassim's Journey is a mindchanging tale of self-discovery, a timeless fable, in which the reader embarks on a mindful adventure alongside a curious and sensitive boy. Lucile Paul-Chevance is a coach and instructor. In India, for over ten years, she improved her knowledge of the body and energy systems from Ayurvedic physicians, yogis and martial arts masters. She works in vocational training; helps athletes, business leaders and artists cope with their activities, manage, create and develop their professional projects.
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Jean-Philippe Blondel LA MISE À NU (Stripped Down)



Jean-Paul Didierlaurent LA FISSURE (The Crack)



Buchet Chastel, January 2018, 252 pages



Au Diable Vauvert, January 2018, 336 pages



◊ Rights sold: WE (New Vessel Press), Israel.



◊ Offer from Spain.



◊ The main character grows to be quite threedimensional over the course of the story, and readers will come to feel like they really know him.



◊ A thought-provoking tale that takes readers on two major journeys – halfway around the world and through some interesting ideas



◊ Subtle and insightful musings on the meaning of life and on what we leave behind. ◊ A captivatingly relationship.



ambiguous



student-teacher



◊ In a very personal and subtle vein, Blondel portrays with great delicacy that awkward moment when you start taking stock of your existence, while making a point of honor of soldiering on with a brave face.



A charming and delicious novel about what we leave behind us, in the end: children, friends, books or paintings… Delicate nostalgia mixed with joie de vivre. Louis Claret is an aging professor who lives in a small town. Divorced for several years now, with his daughters living lives unlike anything he would have imagined for them, he lets himself get carried along by routine. One night, to fill an otherwise empty evening, he goes to the opening of a show of paintings by Alexandre Laudin – a former student of his. Back then, Alexandre faded into the woodwork, but he has since become a celebrity in the art world. Louis doesn’t have the slightest clue to what extent reconnecting with Laudin is going to upend his whole life. An English teacher, Jean-Philippe Blondel wrote THE BABY-SITTER, G229, ET RESTER VIVANT, 06H41, UN HIVER À PARIS and MARIAGES DE SAISON. 06h41 was translated into nine languages and entered the best-sellers’ list in Germany (100,000 copies sold)



◊ The author’s droll, off-beat style. ◊ The clever conclusion is totally unexpected



An off-beat, sarcastic novel about a mid-life crisis. The last sales rep for a family garden gnome business which has been bought by an American holding company, Xavier Barthoux leads a normal and wellregulated life between the weekly tour of his clients, his wife, his dog and his second home in Cévennes, for which he has just paid off the mortgage. But a crack discovered under a vine which hides the wall of his house will bring this beautiful building down … It starts with the story of an employee who cracks up and sends everything packing to follow an obsession, a chimera. And the reader, alternately compassionate, angry, entertained or impatient, follows the progression of it, complicit and impassioned … with nothing but surprise after surprise until the final collapse! In this third novel, we find the remarkable qualities of Jean-Paul Didierlaurent’s previous successes: original and colourful characters, empathy for others, real life situations, the difficulty of being happy, an incomparable sense of the marvellous and, above all, his art for suddenly upsetting ordinary perspectives with poetic hiatus. Jean-Paul Didierlaurent lives in the Vosges region of France. His short stories have twice won the International Hemingway Award. His first novel, The Reader on the 6:27 (2014) was a bestseller sold in 36 countries and to be adapted into a movie.



« On retrouve dans ce roman le naturalisme impressionniste de l’auteur, qui nous séduit de livre en livre. Avec, cette fois, une touche de désenchantement nouvelle chez lui. » Prima « Jean-Philippe Blondel excelle dans l’esquisse d’hommes sensibles, magnifiques, et ensorcelle avec sa plume limpide. » Pèlerin
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HIGHLIGHTS SPRING



Bernard Quiriny L'AFFAIRE MAYERLING (The Mayerling Case)



Tatiana de Rosnay SENTINELLE DE LA PLUIE (The Rain Watcher)



Rivages, January 2018, 272 pages



Héloïse d’Ormesson, March 2018, 250 pages



◊ Shortlisted for the Prix RTL – Lire. ◊ Longlisted for the Prix Récamier. ◊ Rights sold in: Italy (L’ORMA). ◊ A veritable concentration of urban paranoia, this chillingly-comic novel, a high-energy heir to Georges Pérec’s Life: A User’s Manual, paints the portrait of society made captive by its concrete dreams. ◊ Terrifying dark and withering, reminiscent of Shirley Jackson, Topor and Marcel Aymé.



What’s happening to the people of Mayerling? This expensive new building, with its carefully selected residents, offered a promise of serenity that appealed to a great many security-minded homeowners in the little town of Rouvières. But despite its digital-code protected doors, life is getting more and more disturbing. The Lemoines, a dynamic young couple, are tearing each other apart with stunning rage. Mr. Paul fantasizes about murdering the noisy tenants who live upstairs. A pestilential smell is rising from Mrs. Meunier’s home. Mrs. Chopard has been seeing her mother’s ghost. And the very pious and honorable Mrs. Camy is suddenly finding herself driven wild with desire. Are these just the inevitable pitfalls of community life? Or has Mayerling itself decided to get rid of its residents… From sidesplitting situations to ones that spin completely out of control, for his acolyte, Braque, and our great pleasure, the narrator relates the shipwreck of a community where exacerbated tension festers. Born in Belgium in 1978, Bernard Quiriny has written several prize-winning collections of short stories, including HISTOIRES ASSASSINES (2015, sold in Italy (L’orma), Spain (El Acantilado), Denmark (Den Franske Bogcafes Forlag). L’AFFAIRE MAYERLING is his third novel. “It is cheerfully obvious, and we are reminded of it with each of his books, that BQ is the most gifted of the offspring in Marcel Aymé and Dino Buzatti’s story-telling family.” Le Monde



◊ Rights sold in: the Netherlands (Ambo Anthos), Sweden (Sekwa), US ((St Martin's Press), Norway (Bazar), Germany (C. Bertelsman / Penguin ◊ #2 on the bestsellings lists. ◊ A very moving and engaging main character. ◊ An author with 10 million copies sold over the world! ◊ All members of the family will have to fight for their identity as well as to keep the family's unity against tragic circumstances.



A powerful family drama set in Paris during the course of a week as the Malagarde family gathers to celebrate the father's 70th birthday. The mother, Lauren, is American. She lives with the father, Paul, a very famous tree specialist in the south of France. Their children, Tilia leaves in London and son, Linden, in San Franscisco. He is a world renowned photographer. These four characters hidden fears and secrets will be unravelled through the course of the seven chapters along with the flabbergasting parisian background, for Paris is undergoing a terrible natural disaster. This adds to the novel tension and matches the heroes' emotions. In this profound and intense novel of love and redemption, Tatiana demonstrates all of her writer's skills both as an incredible storyteller but also as a soul seeker. Tatiana de Rosnay is the author of the New York Times bestselling novel SARAH’S KEY, an international sensation with over 10 million copies sold in 46 countries worldwide that has been made into a major motion picture. Together with Dan Brown and Stieg Larsson, she was named one of the top three fiction writers in Europe in 2012. FrancoEnglish Tatiana lives in Paris. “I was mesmerized by Tatiana de Rosnay’s new novel across the ocean and back — don’t bring this book on a plane with you if you want to sleep ! The Rain Watcher has something for everyone : an all-too-fathomable disaster story of the Seine swamping Paris ; a family story about confronting lifelong secrets ; a cautionary tale and love letter to our natural world, all told with de Rosnay’s superlative sophistication and elegance. Hypnotic, passionate, ominous and tender — The Rain Watcher is unforgettable.” Bestselling US author Jenna Blum
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Laurence Peyrin L’AILE DES VIERGES (The Virgins’ Wing)



Agnès Martin-Lugand À LA LUMIÈRE DU PETIT MATIN (In The Light Of Dawn)



Calmann Lévy, March 2018, 468 pages



Michel Lafon, March 2018, 420 pages



◊ The heroine, Maggie is a woman besotted with freedom. She is a truly fascinating character who will have to choose between reason and passion



◊ Offers from: Russia, Czech Republic & Bulgaria.



◊ The first wave of feminism and the struggle for women’s rights is one of the book’s key themes.



◊ The Luberon, beautiful part of Provence, makes for a charming setting that will enchant readers who dream of running a B ‘n B in a beautiful region like that.



◊ You really feel like you have traveled to the settings – both aristocratic England and brash New York in the 1950s.



Should we compromise our dreams and our beliefs in the hope of achieving happiness? The extraordinary portrait of a free woman. England, April 1946. Maggie O’Neill, strong headed and the descendant of a line of active feminists, is about to become a maid in the service of the extremely rich LyonThorpe family. Her only consolation lies in the fact that nobody is there to witness her fall from grace, she who had dreamt and still dreams of going to America and becoming a doctor. Having to blend in with a service of domestic staff still living as they did in the 19th-century proves no easy task for Maggie. As for the master of the House, a distant man, Maggie does not care much about him. The only person meeting her ap- proval is the old Lord, approaching one hundred years old, who is losing his mind and confuses her with a mysterious Clemmie to whom he regularly declares his love. But Maggie is soon to discover that the master of the house, John LyonThorpe, is far from being the chauvinist and arrogant heir that she hadima- gined. Just like her, John is trapped in his own destiny and longs to break free. Having spent his childhood in Africa, where his father owned a huge estate, he is determined to return there. The urgency to feel alive and a craving for broader horizons brings them together. Maggie and John begin a passionate affair. From the moment Maggie self-confesses her love for him, she realizes that she will have to choose between the promise of hap- piness and her aspiration for freedom. But should one necessarily exclude the other? Laurence Peyrin has been a press reporter for twenty years. She now devotes her time to wri- ting. Her first novel, LA DRÔLE DE VIE DE ZELDA ZONK, was awarded the Prix Maison de la presse in 2015. The Virgins’ Wing (L’aile des vierges) is her fourth novel.



◊ Everything readers want from a feel-good book: love, humor and endearing characters.



◊ The main character, Hortense, is a woman who starts over – she leaves the city to go back to her roots, finding love… and a happy ending. ◊ A Top 10 French best-selling author (Gfk 2017), she has sold 2 million books in France alone. ◊ Rights of her previous titles sold in 35 languages.



The latest story from the queen of the feel-good book, Agnès Martin Lugand, one of the Top 10 best-selling French authors. Thirty-something Hortense shares her time between the dance studio she has set up with two old friends and the small flat under the Paris rooftops where she hides a passionate affair with a married man. She says she is happy. One day, disaster strikes: Hortense falls and hurts her ankle. She needs to quit her work and her flat until it recovers. Her parents’ old farmhouse in Provence, where she finds refuge, will prove an ideal setting to pause and reflect: can one lie to oneself and still be happy? A big favourite amongst French best-selling authors, Agnès Martin-Lugand has written five novels and has been translated in 32 languages. Her sincerity, simplicity and a unique ability to provoke deep empathy from her readers have won her a cult following and a regular spot at the top of the bestsellers charts. “Agnès Martin Lugand gives the feeling that happiness is possible.” Paris Match “Agnès Martin Lugand’s talent for endearing characters and stories that readers identify with.” Le Figaro
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Virginie Grimaldi IL EST GRAND TEMPS DE RALLUMER LES ÉTOILES (It’s High Time to Relight the Stars)



Aurélie Valognes AU PETIT BONHEUR LA CHANCE (Happy Go Lucky) Mazarine, March 2018, 342 pages



Fayard, May 2018, 396 pages



◊ Rights sold in: Israel (Kinneret). ◊ The author with more than 150 000 copies sold all over the world! ◊ French pocket rights sold to: Livre de Poche ◊ Pre-emption for a movie adaptation! ◊ The novel’s three female characters all narrate a colorful family road trip, each from her point of view, breathing a sense of freedom into the tale. ◊ A universal theme – mother-daughter relations – that will touch every mother around the world. ◊ The novel’s setting, Scandinavia by camping-car, will make readers want to get away from it all! ◊ A droll and touching novel that you hate to see come to an end!



A heart-warming, funny and deeply moving story about the power of family and the chances that come with taking the road less travelled. When Anna, a busy 37-year-old single mother and waitress living in Toulouse, loses her job and realises her two daughters, Chloé (17) and Lily (12), are unhappy and lonely, she decides to take them on an unlikely road trip to Scandinavia, by camping-van. Alternating between Chloé’s blog “The Chronicles of Chloé”, Lily’s diary entries to “Marcel” her secret diary, and chapters dedicated to the point-of-view of Anna, the reader is immersed in the world of this loving yet dysfunctional family, hiding a painful secret. On the road to the North the women will meet a cast of colourful characters, all in camping-cars and each with a story to tell, including a single father, Julien, and his autistic son Noé, who will change the course of their destinies.



◊ Offers from Poland, Russia. ◊ Discovering Normandy and Paris in the 1960s and 70s, through the eyes of a little boy. ◊ Complex, profound characters that you can’t make snap judgments about. ◊ A feel-good book with universal values, like the importance of a loving family.



A search for freedom in the French countryside that urges readers to enjoy life’s simple pleasures. Aurélie Valognes, the author of three phenomenal bestsellers, returns with a charming and heart-warming story set in the 60s and 70s in France, which follows the relationship between a chatty young boy and his taciturn grandmother. When Jean’s mother Marie leaves him with Lucette in Granville, Normandy, in order to find work in Paris, little does he know that a new life is about to begin for him. As the pain of the separation slowly fades, Jean adapts to Lucette’s rhythm and begins to savour his newfound pastimes: visiting the cemetery, attending church, shopping at the food markets and chatting with the postman. His peaceful existence is turned upsidedown, however, when Marie invites him to come live with her in Paris, where he meets his new stepfather and half-brother. It is here that Jean learns an invaluable lesson: a family is what you make it and home is where the heart is. Aurélie Valognes published her first novel, MÉMÉ DANS LES ORTIES (Granny in the Nettles), in July 2014. It rapidly became one of the year’s greatest successes sold over 200,000 copies in France and 160 000 copies of the English digital edition. She is also the author of NOS ADORABLES BELLES FILLES (Our adorable daughters-in-law) published in 2016 and MINUTE PAPILLON (Wait a minute) published in 2017. AU PETIT BONHEUR LA CHANCE is her fourth novel.



Finally, however, it is the relationship between Anna and her daughters that undergoes the most radical transformation, as through laughter and tears their journey reunites them as never before. Virginie Grimaldi is the author of three bestsellers: LE PREMIER JOUR DU RESTE DE MA VIE, TU COMPRENDRAS QUAND TU SERAS PLUS GRANDE and LE PARFUM DU BONHEUR EST PLUS FORT SOUS LA PLUIE.
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Romain Puértolas LES NOUVELLES AVENTURES DU FAKIR AU PAYS D’IKEA (The Fakir’s New Adventures in The Land of Ikea)



Bernard Minier SOEURS (The Sisters) XO, April 2018, 465 pages



Le Dilettante, May 2018, 256 pages



◊ Rights sold in: Spain (Grijalbo). ◊ “The Extraordinary Journey of the Fakir,” the adventure-fantasy film directed by “Starbuck” helmer Ken Scott is set to come out after Cannes Festival, late May ◊ The movie will be distributed in: Poland by Best Films, Baltic countries by Acme, Czech Republic and Slovakia by AQS. ◊ It’s the quest of a writer in search of a subject for his next book, of a bed of nails (the one he was not able to buy in Fakir 1) and as always a quest of self-discovery after losing himself in a soft, dull life, after “killing a little of what he once was”.



A very good and entertaining sequel to the super bestseller Fakir 1. It is hilarious, clever, catchy and fresh. Two years after his extraordinary journey in a wardrobe, Ajatashatru Oghash Rathod is no longer that tall, thin man gnarled like a tree with a huge moustache running across his face. He is clean shaven, has put on a little weight and wears polo shirts with little crocodiles on the chest. Living with Marie in a comfortable apartment in the affluent 16th district, he slowly sinks into a cushy, insipid routine. Until the day adventure knocks once again at his door… A tale in the fast lane from France to Sweden that alternates the famous fakir’s turbulent childhood at the school of magicians in the heart of Rajasthan and the sequel to his adventures some thirty years later, with his search in Viking territory for the mythical bed of nails, HERTZYÖRBAK. And for himself… Two stories for the price of one! It’s at once a prequel and a sequel since we go back 30 years to Kishanyogoor, where Aja undertakes an initiation to become a fakir at the hands of the terrible master whom he meets again 30 years later in his new, quiet life of a writer.



◊ Optioned for Czech, Hungarian, Latvian, Polish and Slovak languages. ◊ Bernard Minier’s bestselling translated into 20 languages.



thrillers



are



◊ The tv series adapted from the Frozen Dead (GLACÉ), first novel of the “Servaz series”, is broadcast on Netflix worldwide.



Fear, submission, lies, manipulation the new thriller by Bernard Minier. May 1993. Two sisters, Alice 20 years old and Amber 21 years old, are found dead on the banks of the Garonne. Clad in communion dresses, they face each other, attached to two tree trunks. The young Martin Servaz, newly inducted into the criminal police squad of Toulouse, participates in his first investigation. He quickly becomes interested in Erik Lang, a well-known thriller writer whose work is as cruel as it is disturbing. Weren’t the two sisters his fans? Wasn’t one of his best sellers called The Communicant? The case has an unexpected and violent outcome, leaving Servaz crippled with doubt: in this investigation, he believes, a piece is missing, an essential piece. February 2018. On an ice-cold evening the writer Erik Lang discovers his wife assassinated... also wearing a communion dress. Twenty-five years after the double murder the affair comes back to haunt Martin Servaz. The shock arouses his initial fears...to the point of obsession. A spouse, two sisters, three communicants...and what if the 1993 investigation indicted the wrong man? For Servaz, the past, resurfacing, will turn into a nightmare. A nightmare written in black ink. Bernard Minier’s novels have sold 2.5 million copies in France.



Always the same innocence, extraordinary events, humour, and a final message about what Europe might become. The emergence of a new, unexpected class of migrants. Romain Puértolas is the author of worldwide bestselling phenomenon L'EXTRAORDINAIRE VOYAGE DU FAKIR QUI ETAIT RESTE COINCE DANS UNE ARMOIRE IKEA (2013), 300.000 copies sold in France, published in 36 countries, translated into 35 languages.
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FOCUS ON



FOCUS ON Fanny Chiarello LA VIE EFFAÇANT TOUTES CHOSES (Life Erasing Everything) Éditions de l’Olivier, March 2018, 240 pages



◊ Fanny Chiarello’s gentle style, which subtly underpins a very thoughtful and intelligent text. ◊ A book that pays tribute women from all backgrounds who are at once perfectly ordinary and absolutely unique. ◊ Strong, independent female characters who struggle every day to preserve their hard-won freedom



In the way of Robert Altman (Three women), Fanny Chiarello examines strong women portraits with fantasy. The story of nine women trying to escape to asphyxia and to their gender cliches. Rose is old. Her last pleasure? An annual visit to her sister, a long drive that she makes by car. The tragedy arises at a junction when an accident is caused that will take his life. Janice, an illustrator whose projects are barely advancing, worries everyday about Rita, a homeless woman she wants to help. This decision will finally lead to Rita’s imprisonment. Millie lives a too wellordered life. She decides to consult a psychiatrist at the hospital, where she’ll find Rita and the young man in a coma as a result of Rose’s accident. Rose, Janice and Millie are three women who stage the subtle and remorseless short stories in this collection: they are vulnerable, aspiring some kind of absolute. Fanny Chiarello is, undoubtedly, a singular voice of the French literary scene: with her art of surprise, with an image, a game of echoes, music. This new book is crisscrossed by a veritable soundtrack, from Led Zeppelin to Meredith Monk, by way of Poulenc. Fanny Chiarello was born in 1974. She is the author of several novels and collections of poetry. She has published three novels at Editions de l’Olivier : L’ÉTERNITÉ N’EST PAS SI LONGUE (2010), UNE FAIBLESSE DE CARLOTTA DELMONT (2013) and DANS SON PROPRE rôle (2015), which won the Orange book Prize. She is undoubtedly one of the most singular voices of the young French novel.



Laurent Quintreau CE QUI NOUS GUETTE (What’s Stalking Us) Rivages, April 2018, 224 pages



◊ A gallery of portraits connected by the universal theme of losing your self-control, that moment when everything tips and you feel like nothing can save you… ◊ A caustic and uncompromising style: the author pulls no punches, making readers feel like they’re experiencing the catastrophic situations live, along with the characters ◊ A critical portrait of a society that lacks spontaneity and is searching for absolute control at all times, of both our emotions and the physiological reactions that some situations cause.



With this masterful portrayal of 10 characters going through their daily lives, caught just as something snaps inside them, Laurent Quintreau explores society’s obsession with self-control and performance. An ill-timed laughing fit, accidentally leaving your kid behind, slapping someone, waking up from a nightmare with a start, winning against all odds… Who has never experienced one of those moments when an unexpected event loosens our grip on ourselves, those few seconds when fear, glee or astonishment make the everyday world vanish? Fortunately, when everyone will have received a tailor-made, implacably calibrated brain transplant, that won’t happen any more. No more cognitive overload, farewell to being ruled by hormones, the reign of the unpredictable is over… This caustically ironic tale paints the portraits of individuals ensnared in society’s obsession with selfcontrol. Growing gradually darker, the satire turns almost into social sci-fi when humanity, in ever-more invasive pursuit of rationality, gets caught up in a frenzy of science and technology. But even in the depths of the high-tech chaos where we’re headed, might there be reason for hope? Laurent Quintreau’s other books include, most notably, MARGE BRUTE (Denoël, 2006), which has been translated into ten languages, and LA CHIMIE DES TRAJECTOIRES (Rivages, 2014).
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David Thomas LE POIDS DU MONDE EST AMOUR (The Weight Of The World Is Love)



Nicolas Rey DOS AU MUR (Back to the Wall)



Anne Carrière, April 2018, 224 pages



Au Diable Vauvert, March 2018, 272 pages



◊ Totally addictive short stories. ◊ Readers can’t help feeling a guilty pleasure at witnessing these ordinary people’s love lives. Seeing the humor in their private lives helps us lighten up about life in general. ◊ The stories are trenchant and ironic, and the punchlines never fail to deliver!



A compilation of exceptional yet essentially ordinary moments that’s stunningly hard to put down! This anthology collects microfictions about a changing and elusive theme which concerns us all : love. Page by page, we explore the various ways of love as a journey, from single life to that peculiar state one experiences when love vanishes, to desire, the thrill of an encounter, the idyllic beginnings, the difficulties of everyday life, the birth of children, the crises, the doubts, the break-up… This intimate cartography lists our obsessions through 100 snapshots, either of women or men, people of all ages, 100 voices in succession to tell us about love. And, sometimes, to live it. With his characteristic talent, David Thomas seizes what brings us closer to one another. He guides us to meet men and women who offer us impressions, feelings or resentment about their love life. Some are funny, others are grave, moving, or unconventional, and each voice reaches an echo in the reader. David Thomas was distinguished as soon as his first novel LA PATIENCE DES BUFFLES SOUS LA PLUIE was published in 2009 by Éditions Bernard Pascuito. He was awarded the Prix de la Découverte de la Fondation Prince Pierre de Monaco. He then published several anthologies of microfictions : JE N’AI PAS FINI DE REGARDER LE MONDE (Albin Michel, 2012), ON NE VA PAS SE RACONTER D’HISTOIRES (Stock, 2014), as well as two novels : UN SILENCE DE CLAIRIÈRE (Albin Michel, 2011) and HORTENSIAS (Stock, 2015).



◊ Nicolas Rey entertainingly tricks readers in a novel that combines reality and fiction, true confessions and pure invention, and manages to draw us willingly into his game ◊ A mordant and mischievous style, filled with both droll humor and irony, as well as poignant declarations that reveal the author’s tremendous sensibility. ◊ Love, of all kinds – filial, passionate and fraternal – is a key theme. ◊ The portrait of a disillusioned author who shows both the most exciting and the most dubious facets of the French literary and cultural scene.



Nicolas Rey has committed plagiarism. He is ruined. He is sick, and the doctors are hardly optimistic. This time, back to the wall, he decides to tell all to free himself from his crimes. And not to lie anymore. Because he has been lying. For a long time, to everyone. So, here at last is his great catharsis, his confession, here is his grand redeeming novel on lies. If a novel is a true lie, Nicolas Rey writes a hilarious fiction of reality, in which the truth becomes makebelieve. From his life to his relations with his publishers, we also read behind-the-scenes and on the conditions of a 21st century author. An author flying high! Nicolas Rey has published six novels with au Diable Vauvert: and won the Prix de Flore 2000, and a screenplay The Woman of Rio, César for short film 2015. Long-time contributor on the radio France Inter, he created the duo The Missing Boys with Mathieu Saïkaly, performing since 2015 at the Maison de la Poetry in Paris and throughout France in 2018 with a new show.
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CONTEMPORARY UP-MARKET Julien Bouissoux JANVIER (January) Éditions de l’Olivier, January 2018, 176 pages



◊ Long-listed for the Grand Prix RTL Lire. ◊ Well-written and straightforward, this book gets right to the point. ◊ A novel studded with anecdotes that are lightheartedly caustic, but not moralizing. ◊ Explores the profound themes of the pointlessness of existence, and of the rat race in an unusual way.



Frédérique Le Romancer 3bis, RUE RIQUET (3a Riquet Street) Denoël, April 2018, 288 pages



◊ A rogue’s gallery of characters who have nothing in common, including a prostitute, who will turn out to be the key to everyone’s getting to know each other, in an incongruous way ◊ A lighthearted novel that decrypts male/female relations in our society, particularly through dating sites, in a fairly detached way ◊ A tale with a moral: alone, you can go faster; together, you can go further.



A funny and light-hearted anti-rat-race manifesto that’s sure to stir up desire for change!



◊ From misunderstandings to confusing mix-ups, this novel makes us confront our own humanity in its rawest and most vulnerable form.



In the course of the restructuring of the large company for which he works, Janvier is left behind in his office at the dead-end of an alley. Rather than stay at home though, and keep getting paid for doing nothing, Janvier continues to go into work. He sets himself objectives to fill his days: watering a plant, vacuuming, initiating a correspondence with a supplier, making use of the facilities to attempt poetry, watching the comings and goings in the alley, pretending to smoke… But how long will Janvier be able to enjoy the charms of office life before the company picks up his trace?



◊ A deeply moving female character that is reminiscent of Madame Rosa in The Life Before Us by Romain Gary/Emile Ajar.



Julien Bouissoux’s sober and precise writing explores the metamorphosis of a man who, thanks to a strange combination of circumstances, finally devotes himself to an ideal existence that he didn’t know he wanted to lead. Julien Bouissoux lives in Switzerland. He is a screenwriter and the author of several books including: JUSTE AVANT LA FRONTIÈRE (2004), UNE ODYSSÉE (2006), VOYAGER LÉGER (2008). « À travers le récit de la vie de ce personnage modeste, […] lunaire, qui doit redécouvrir autrement la vie, Julien Bouissoux fait la chronique acerbe, pleine d’ironie, du monde étrange et aliénant de la grande entreprise contemporaine. » Maze « Une fable tendre et caustique évoquant avec drôlerie la déshumanisation de l’univers du travail. Mondialisé jusqu’à l’absurde. » RTS « Un sobre et mystérieux éloge de la contingence […]. Délicatement absurde. » La liberté



◊ Beyond the satire, a reflection on solitude and isolation.



In an old apartment building in Toulouse, the tenants spy on each other and cross paths as they stick their noses in their neighbors’ business... “I think about my to-do list, but mostly, I think about my osteoarthritis!” says Madeleine, an old prostitute with rusty joints and a failing memory, as she succinctly summarizes her art to Lucie, a young woman in her thirties in search of her soul mate. The two women live in the same apartment building in Toulouse, as does Cecile, a literary translator who suffers from such acute agoraphobia that she cannot set foot outside. When she isn’t observing the comings and goings in the entryway, she invents fake profiles on dating sites and chats with anyone who takes the bait. Finally, there’s Marc, the neighbor from the third floor, who is also single and has to tolerate his tactless and vulgar coworkers. All of these individuals cross paths without really seeing each other, until the day that Madeleine’s shaky health and dangerous fancies will force them to cross the hallway to lend a helping hand... Frédérique Le Romancer is an author from Toulouse with Breton roots. She began writing piecework for various newspapers and magazines in 2001. She then went on to work on different writing projects, from fiction to short stories, subtitling adaptations, re-writing translations of Anglophone novels, and writing screenplay... In 2004, she received the “Encre de Garonne” Award.
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Jean-Pierre Brouillaud MA VIE AVEC CONTUMACE (My Life with Absentia)



Cyrille Martinez LA BIBLIOTHÈQUE NOIRE (The Darkened Library)



Buchet Chasteln February 2018, 208 pages



Buchet Chastel, March 2018, 192 pages



◊ We do not handle Polish rights for this title.



Absurd, funny, light-hearted. As in MARTIN MARTIN and LES PETITES RÉBELLIONS, Jean- Pierre Brouillaud recounts the tiny, surrealist saga of an apartmentbound hero. He has long conversations with Absentia, his cheerful goldfish, who swims around and around its bowl at the precise, harmonious and reassuring speed of 17 laps a minute. He himself lives in a small, 1-bedroom apartment. A Scrabble champion, he practices and plays every day. Which has had a certain effect on his brain and his relationship to words. His parents are respectful, not close, but slightly worried about the solitude he seems to cling to. He reassures them, insisting that he’s not alone, because he has Absentia. Everything gets complicated when Mona Lisa shows up in his living room one morning. Born in Bordeaux, Jean-Pierre Brouillaud lives in Paris, where he teaches law. His novels, MARTIN MARTIN and LES PETITES RÉBELLIONS were also published by Buchet Chastel. « Humour absurde et ambiance surréaliste pour ce roman drolatique très ’dada’ sur la vie de nos contemporains dans les grandes villes. » Marie-France.



◊ We do not handle Polish rights for this title. ◊ Spinning off from the civilized world of the National Library of France, this story leads us to urban forests where readers meet in a dark, wild library, where freedom to read and write what you will is the only rule.



This novel, a well-documented fantasy, takes us behind the scenes at the largest library in France. What happens in libraries at night, behind closed doors and in front of deserted check-out desks? Do readers choose their own books, or is it actually the other way around? Are librarians as drab as they say? Does your dress code affect your reading habits? Do people come to the library to work, travel, check their e-mail or just to stay warm? What if book-loving were a martial art? After art and music, Cyrille Martinez explores the world of public reading. In this “theoretical fiction,” readers will meet an old historian who mysteriously vanishes from the stacks, a Red librarian who’s not as dull as he seems, an AngryYoung Book that’s never at a loss for words, and more. Originally from the south of France, Cyrille Martinez is a poet and novelist living in Paris. He has performed at public readings in France and abroad on the stereotypes of modern language, slang, slogans, jargon, and the like. His debut novel, DEUX JEUNES ARTISTES AU CHÔMAGE was translated into English (Coach House Books), Italian (Clichy Edizioni) and Turkish (Ayrinti Yayinlari). In 2014, MUSIQUE RAPIDE ET LENTE was published in France and was performed on stage, namely during the Avignon Festival.
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Myriam Chirousse UNE OMBRE AU TABLEAU (A Cloud in the Sky)



Faïza Guène MILLÉNIUM BLUES



Fayard, January 2018, 234 pages



Buchet Chastel, April 2018, 192 pages



◊ We do not handle Polish rights for this title.



Wealthy neighbors mingle in a luxury residence under the sweltering southern sky. A few small arrangements with the truth will have unexpectedly dire consequences... The Riviera: Greg Delgado, a social-climbing bank teller, and his wife, Melissa, an osteopath and self-fulfillment buff, want to move before they have their second child. A real-estate agent friend of theirs offers Greg an incredible deal in a luxury community.The price is unbeatable because the owners’ son drowned in the pool.Worried that she won’t want the place, Greg decides not to share that piece of information with Melissa. Thy buy the house and move in. But Melissa soon feels tired, nervous and vaguely ill-at-ease in their new home… As the Delgados settle in, their neighbors began to meddle in their lives... After a husband manipulates his wife, other dissimulations and manipulations soon start piling up. Even the sun-drenched Riviera has its dark shadows – and it could be that the final accounting is a bitter one: everyone under the sun is both a victim and an accomplice. Myriam Chirousse lives in a village in the lower Alps. She is a Spanish-to-French translator, most notably of Rosa Montero’s novels. Her debut novel, MIEL &VIN has been published by Alfaguara in Spain (Vino y Miel). She also published LA PAUPIÈRE DU JOUR and LE SANGLIER with Buchet Chastel.



◊ Already 19,000 copies sold! ◊ Faïza Guène’s free-wheeling, slangy and poetical style touches us and makes us smile ◊ A novel that will really speak to readers in their 30s, who will recognize thir lives in the events and emotions the heroine experiences ◊ Musings on French society and having mixed-race roots, as seen by a child of the projects



With tremendous flair, Faïza Guène brings the tiny changes that upturned our existence back to life through the existential trials and tribulations of a Franco-Kabylian heroine. Faïza Guène returns with a poignant portrait of our era, from the late 90s until today, seen through the eyes of two best friends growing up in the Parisian suburbs: Zouzou and Carmen. With Zouzou as a guide, the reader is taken on a virtual tour of recent decades, marked by collective joys and tragedies, as she experiences life as a child, teenager, young adult and mother. Marked and forever joined by a fateful car accident one hot summer’s day, the friends must painfully come to terms with the hardships of adulthood and the disappointments of romantic love. Ultimately, however, Zouzou and Carmen are survivors and theirs is a story of courage, resistance and female strength, which feels particularly relevant and timely given today’s social climate. Faïza Guène is a french novelist. Her debut novel KIFFE KIFFE DEMAIN (Hachette Littératures, 2004) received international acclaim. Millenium blues is her fifth novel. « À travers les tribulations existentielles de son héroïne, on goûte la plume vivace de Faïza Guène qui n’a rien perdu de sa fraicheur. » Livres Hebdo « Quel plaisir de retrouver l'écriture fraîche, spontanée, acidulée de Faïza Guène ! » Babelio
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Maëlle Guillaud UNE FAMILLE TRÈS FRANÇAISE (A Very French Family)



Éric Paradisi L’HOMME SENSIBLE (The Sensitive Man)



Héloïse d’Ormesson, April 2018, 208 pages



Anne Carrière, March 2018, 250 pages



◊ A modern coming-of-age tale that insightfully describes the trials and threats that two young women can be exposed to in order to become respected women who lead their own lives: sexual aggression, betrayal and a powerful, exclusive friendship ◊ A story that is almost a parable: the moral of the story is an appeal for greater tolerance towards others – as well as towards oneself – calling for us to accept ourselves and each other as we are ◊ A gallery of both endearing and detestable characters that the author portrays with light touches, and who all evolve over the course of the book



A coming-of-age novel that denounces the norms raised to the status of principle and glorifies the richness of being oneself, with one’s history and singularities. Charlotte lives in Savoie with her parents whom she loves – although her Sephardic mother’s exuberance puts her in incredibly embarrassing situations way too often. She sometimes catches herself preferring her best friend Jane’s, whose education, elegance and success dazzle her. Not to mention her friend’s slender silhouette that clashes with her curve, fed by her grandmother’s pastries. But the dream quickly becomes a nightmare when she is invited at Jane’s house and her father Bernard gets her involve in a tragic accident. Terrified, she stays silent. The perfect little family lie breaks and Charlotte, now living and studying in Paris, has to free herself from that past. Maëlle Guillaud subtly but accurately raises the question of constructing one’s identity through the eyes of a teenager and her contradictions.



◊ The life of a scientist, portrayed through to the conclusion of his research. ◊ A somewhat mad scientist, obsessed with his “love doll”. ◊ A plot that alternates between two time frames, enabling readers to grasp how the character’s personality is constructed.



A great paleontology researcher and a professor at the university of Toulouse, Vincent Leenhardt is the French Indiana Jones and has a special relationship with his love-doll. Highly esteemed by his students and his peers, he carries out research into motion in our ancestors’ cave art: convinced that the homo sapiens was the inventor of the cinema, Leenhardt will take all possible steps to prove that he is right. He lives a totally « normal » private life with Olympia, a silicone love doll. To this distinguished professor, Olympia stands for a new genre and is far more human than our distant ancestor Lucy was. As the newspapers reveal that in Japan, the love dolls’ fans gather in worship clubs and pretend to treat their toys like real women, Eric Paradisi tells us the story of a brilliant– though ungainly – man, and shows us, through the character’s childhood and his more recent research, an obsessive genius’s unusual path and mild lunacy. Éric Paradisi is a writer and a scriptwriter. His first novel, LA PEAU DES AUTRES, was published by Gallimard in 2005, followed by SÉQUELLES ORDINAIRES in 2007. He then carried on his literary career with Fayard, with UN BAISER SOUS X in 2010, then EN RETARD SUR LA VIE in 2012. In 2014, BLOND CENDRÉ was published by Jean-Claude Lattès.



Born in 1974, Maëlle Guillaud is an editor. After a successful first novel, LUCIE OU LA VOCATION, published in 2016, A very French family is her second novel.
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Eva Böröcz ROZMARING



Éditions XYZ, October 2017, 360 pages



Marie-Renée Lavoie AUTOPSIE D’UNE FEMME PLATE (Autopsy of a Boring Wife) Éditions XYZ, April 2017, 248 pages



◊ Rights sold: English (House of Anansi Press), French (J’ai Lu), Italian (Sperling & Kupfer)



ROZMARING is fifty years of village history, but it is also—especially—the history of women since the dawn of time: subjugated and beaten in times of peace, degraded and raped in times of war, exhibiting a strength of character and boundless resilience that perpetuates the world’s survival. At times, Rozmaring is reminiscent of The Little World of Don Camillo with its colourful, charming characters, village quarrels, unfulfilled loves, and poignant tragicomedies and dramas. At others, it resembles a de Maupassant story rich with twists and raw tenderness for the human spirit. And sometimes, like compatriot Agota Kristof, Éva Böröcz peppers her story with unexpected episodes that tug at your heartstrings. From one war to another, between German and Russian invasions, tragedy and comedy, soak up the peasant lifestyle of this small village and fill your lungs with the overpowering aroma that runs through the valley, the scent of rosemary... Welcome to Rozmaring. Éva Böröcz was born in Hungary in 1938. In 1956, at the height of the Hungarian Revolution, she fled the country and immigrated to Quebec. She settled in Montreal, where she worked as a pulmonary physiology technician for over thirty years. She began writing after she retired and in 2012 published Mommy Dearest, a story that touches on the themes of exile and her integration to Quebec. « Sublime catharsis de l’écriture et de la trace que nous offre l’auteur de ce romain qui maîtrise avec une certaine force tranquille les thèmes de l’exil et de l’intégration. » Le Devoir (CA) « L’auteur y fait l’éloge des femmes qui, en temps de guerre comme en temps de paix, ont une force de caractère et une résilience qui assure la survie de tous. Un roman dépaysant et émouvant. » Le Nouvelliste



◊ English sample available. ◊ A larger-than-life story thanks to a funny and unapologetically Machiavellian pen. ◊ A remedy for depression tinged with bitterness, a balm for self-flagellation over the less-thanCatholic thoughts any woman may have experienced post-breakup while mourning the end of a relationship. ◊ An acute sense of observation and characteristic energy, topped off with a dose of humour and tenderness.



The story of 48-year-old Diane Delaunais whose husband leaves her days before their twenty-fifth wedding anniversary for “someone else”—someone younger, of course. All in all, there’s really only one problem with marriage, and that’s the exchange of vows. You can’t take them seriously, these promises to love from this day forward, in sickness and in health, until death do you part. For the sake of being honest with generations to come who insist on marriage, I propose we rewrite the script to give it more of a 21st century, less fairytale feel: “I solemnly swear to love you, etc. etc., until I stop loving you. Or until I fall for someone else.” Because there’s no denying it: the steamroller of everyday life is bound to quash even the strongest, most ardent passion. Sure, everyone knows couples who have been together sixty years through thick and thin, a perfect metaphor that for centuries has only glorified the distress of spouses held captive by their promise. There are more children born with six fingers or toes than couples who have spent a lifetime truly happy with each other. So how come having an extra digit is deemed an “exceptional anomaly” by science, while marriage remains a bedrock of society? Marie-Renée Lavoie is the author of LA PETITE ET LE VIEUX (Mister Roger and Me, House of Anansi press, 2012 – winner of Archambault’s 2011 Prix littéraire de la relève and of Radio-Canada’s 2012 Combat des livres) and LE SYNDROME DE LA VIS. She holds a masters degree in Quebec literature and teaches literature at the college level. “A bright, lively style. There isn’t a dull moment as we follow Diane everywhere, even into the unlikeliest of situations. We are, after all, big fans of this boring wife.” Le Journal de Montréal
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Stéphane Jougla GABRIELLE OU LE JARDIN RETROUVÉ (Gabrielle or the Rediscovered Garden) Denoël, August 2017, 218 pages



Février 2018



Alice Moine La Femme de dos LA FEMME DE DOS (the woman turned away) Alice Moine (The Woman Turned Away) 86 rue du Cherche-Midi 75006 Paris (F) 01 44 61 70 77 [email protected]



Serge Safran, February 2018, 352 pages



novel



www.sergesafranediteur.fr



Jane Ashayer, also known as « The Eye, » is one of Paris’s most coveted casting directors. One summer, she is honored with the task of finding the next “rare gem” for the film The Woman Turned Away by erratic but high-profile artist, Telo Ruedigger. Only moments later, however, she is called away to her hometown in the south of France to care for her comatose mother. Twenty-eight years earlier, Jane’s home served as the setting for André Techiné’s film The Innocents. It was then that she discovered the world of cinema and fell in love with Tristan, the set photographer, who later disappeared leaving behind nothing but a photo of her turned away, walking along a dock. The similarity with Ruedigger’s style troubles Jane. Scouting in her hometown, Jane identifies in Charline, a young and spunky tollbooth employee, just the “rare gem” that she is looking for…



D.R.



Alice Moine is a head film editor for advertising and cinema. Born in Toulon in 1971, she was drawn to film editing as she has always



◊ English sample chapter available. ◊ Rights sold in: Germany (Droemer), China (BJ Mandarin Panorama). ◊ French pocket rights sold (J’ai Lu). ◊ A hymn to love, books, gardens and freedom… and to the absurdity of a society that doesn’t understand that anyone could want to leave the beaten path. ◊ A lovely mix of lightness, melancholy, and optimism in a universe reminiscent of Jacques Prévert, Frank Capra, and Boris Vian.! ◊ A story that speaks of mourning a loved one and the process of rebirth through the healing power of the written word.



A tender and zany dramatic comedy about the shattered destiny of an ordinary couple bound by an extraordinary love... When a secret garden holds the key to healing inconsolable grief. Martin loses the woman he loves, Gabrielle, in a traffic accident. Inconsolable, he sinks deeper and deeper into the denial of her brutal disappearance and forces himself to keep her memory alive. Gabrielle had two passions: reading and gardening. Martin, who has never opened a book in his life and who always thought of the garden as Gabrielle’s personal domain, begins to read and to care for the garden. In the process, he discovers a secret kept hidden from him out of love that will lead him to meet some extraordinary characters and will turn his life upside down while helping him to overcome Gabrielle’s death in unexpected ways. Martin will find peace and even happiness as he lives a self‐sufficient life cultivating his garden, like a modern Robinson Crusoe in the middle of the city. Unfortunately, society has other plans. The earthly paradise that Martin creates disturbs the status quo and is a source of envy. The price that Martin will pay for the jealousy of others is steep, but the garden is indestructible. Capable of overcoming anything, Gabrielle’s garden will take on a new form through its rebirth.



believed in the power of telling stories. She published a collection ◊ An unexpected happy end for attaching and of short stories, Faits d’hiver, at Kero in 2015. realistic characters.



◊ A cinematographic style, simple and efficient, which makes the reading alive. ◊ Beautiful descriptions of Paris and the Basque country. La femme de dos Alice Moine



The second novel of Alice Moine brings us in the field of the cinema… In stores: February 15th 2018 ISBN : 979-10-97594-00-8 Format : 140 x 210 Pages : 352 p. Price : 19,90 €



Jane Ashayer, also known as « The Eye, » is one of Paris’s most coveted casting directors. One summer, she is honored with the task of finding the next “rare gem” for the film The Woman Turned Away by erratic but highprofile artist, Telo Ruedigger. Only moments later, however, she is called away to her hometown in the south of France to care for her comatose mother. Twenty-eight years earlier, Jane’s home served as the setting for André Techiné’s film The Innocents. It was then that she discovered the world of cinema and fell in love with Tristan, the set photographer, who later disappeared leaving behind nothing but a photo of her turned away, walking along a dock. The similarity with Ruedigger’s style troubles Jane. Scouting in her hometown, Jane identifies in Charline, a young and spunky tollbooth employee, just the “rare gem” that she is looking for. Alice Moine is a head film editor for advertising and cinema. Born in Toulon in 1971, she was drawn to film editing as she has always believed in the power of telling stories. She published a collection of short stories, Faits d’hiver, at Kero in 2015. « Alice Moine tire les ficelles de ce thriller sentimental, observant avec un mélange de bienveillance et d'ironie légère les mœurs du monde du cinéma. » Livres Hebdo



Stéphane Jougla was born in 1964. He teaches modern literature. He is the author of L’IDÉE, Mediterranean High Schooler Prize in 2003 ans is the author of school textbooks.
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Céline Lapertot NE PRÉFÈRE PAS LE SANG À L'EAU (Don’t Favour Blood over Water) Viviane Hamy, January 2018, 175 pages



◊ We do not handle Polish rights for this title. ◊ Céline Lapertot’s spare, straightforward style, which made her previous novels so successful, creates a harrowingly intense atmosphere. ◊ A dystopian novel that provides readers with a fascinating view of human foibles: discrimination, ostracism and tyranny. ◊ A thought-provoking ecological component: drinking water is a vital resource that could run dry someday.



A beautiful allegory, a dystopian novel, remarquably ingenious and engaged on a political, racist and ecological disaster. Céline Lapertot gives body and soul to a war for water, unfortunatly too realistic. Somewhere in the world, Cartimandua, a tiny industrialized country, is home to the largest water tank Aquaneró ever built. Perceived as a true promised land, a kind of fantasy Eldorado, Cartimandua attracts all those who have only known drought and thirst. Like all treasures, the people of Cartimandua keep a close watch on their tank. Not very tolerant, they will reveal their true face with the appearance of the first heat waves and shortages of water: selfish and xenophobic they will accuse the "green noses" of being the only ones responsible for their ills. They will go so far as to elect a tyrant who promises them security and water. Thiego, a young man who witnessed the rise to power of the tyrant and the gradual installation of his regime of terror, tells the story of his city from his cell where he was locked up for tagging the word "freedom" and poems. He will continue to recite it to his fellow prisoners until a revolt from outside pushes the prisoners to escape. The government overthrown, a calm life can resume and a cistern be rebuilt. Céline Lapertot is a French teacher. Since she was 9, she couldn’t stop writing. With her two first novels, and thanks to her sensitivity and her hability to choose the right words, she established herself as a new voice of the French contemporary literature. With this third novel, she proves us once again her talent of novelist. « À la fois mythologique et hypnotique, l’écriture de Céline Lapertot navigue en eau trouble pour mieux dénoncer la lâcheté des hommes. » Avant-critiques



Nathalie Sauvagnac Ô PULCHÉRIE Denoël, February 2018, 176 pages



◊ English sample available. ◊ This madcap family is reminiscent of Pennac’s Malaussènes, particularly the maternal figure, Sylviane, who is so swept away each time she falls in love that everything else is forgotten. ◊ The characters are off-beat, wild and wacky; both inspired and inspiring. ◊ Readers can ‘t help being drawn in by this novel’s sparkling atmosphere. ◊ An effervescent and zany tale reminiscent of Daniel Pennac and the Malaussène tribe, with a touch of Alexandre le Bienheureux. ◊ Theatrical intertextuality: Corneille, his plays, and his characters are present throughout the novel.



A slumbering village comes roaring back to life thanks to a wonderfully zany family. The population of Saint-Eloi has dwindled over the years and the village is slowly dying out. That is, until the day a pair of non-conformist lovers, Sylviane and Norbert, takes up residence in the House of the Dead Woman. Their arrival breathes life back into the small, aging community. Norbert is an excellent cook and Sylviane is excellent at having babies. In an effort to keep them from leaving, the entire village takes the family under its wing and protects them from the outside world. The Lecoeur family includes four wild and antisocial children: the rebellious and sensual Pulcherie; Martian, who is painfully introverted; the untameable and fragile Nicomede; and Albiane, an eternal child who talks with the dead. Life goes on, protected by the house, until Pulcherie gets it into her head that she wants to win the local majorette competition. All of Saint-Eloi’s inhabitants will rally together to help make the young girl’s dream come true... Nathalie Sauvagnac has been writing ever since... well, ever since she learned how to write. Her plays have been performed on numerous occasions and she also writes novels and short stories. In addition to teaching theater, Nathalie is a blogger, an actress, an author, and the director of an acting company.



« Une réflexion salvatrice sur les politiques fondées sur la peur et le rejet. » Biblioteca Magazine
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DEBUT NOVEL / NEW VOICES Cécile Coulon TROIS SAISONS D’ORAGE (Stone Nests) Viviane Hamy, January 2017, 269 pages



◊ We do not handle Polish rights for this title. ◊ Awarded the Prix des Libraires 2017 ◊ A powerful family saga, written by one of France’s rising literary voices. ◊ A novel reminiscent of Antiquity tragedy where fate punishes childen for their parents’ mistakes ◊ A strong text that shows the beauty of the countryside and landscapes.



At the foot of the million-year-old cliffs nests a remote village, made up of farmers and workers making a living from quarrying stone. It is here that during World War II, Andre, a doctor, visits once a week to treat the workers and their families. He slowly learns to love this desolate place and becomes attached to the inhabitants, until one day he settles here to continue his work. He buys a superb property on the outskirts of the town, where he had been called to years before to try to save a newborn, without success. Andre belatedly learns about the existence of his son Benedict who he decides to take under his wing. Once he completes his studies, Benedict marries Agnes, a sublime creature from the town. He takes on the work at the doctor’s surgery and has his own family. The arrival of their first daughter, Bérengère, and her first love, seems to challenge the fragile harmony that had been created. Will the million-year-old cliffs, and their wild sovereignty, reclaim their rights? Cécile Coulon was born in 1990. She is studying and working on a Phd on Sport and Literature. She has already published five novels at Viviane Hamy and is considered as one of the raising talent of contemporary French fiction. “Il y a quelque chose de l’Amérique et de ses auteurs de grand air dans la plume impétueuse de la jeune femme [...] Cécile Coulon signe un roman ébouriffant.” Les Inrockuptibles



Catherine Faye L’ATTRAPE-SOUCIS (The Trouble Catcher) Mazarine, January 2018, 300 pages



◊ An atypical tale about parent-child relationships: here, each person is trying first and foremost to be independent and to live their own life. ◊ A modern coming-of-age novel in which the main character has to overcome all sorts of obstacles in order to find a place for himself, far from where he grew up.



◊ The tone evolves throughout the book, as the



main character progresses in his journey of selfdiscovery: the child’s voice gradually matures into a young adult’s.



A poignant and poetic novel, suffused with the beauty and energy of South America (where the author has spent much time), which highlights the redemptive power of love. This eagerly awaited literary debut novel, which has already captured the attention of the scouts, plunges the reader into the magic and chaos of Buenos Aires in Argentina in 2001. Lucien, an 11-year-old French boy, is on holiday in the capital with his single mother when he somehow finds himself lost, abandoned in a bookshop as he is trying to choose a set of worry dolls. Fearful that he will be found by the authorities and sent back to his dysfunctional extended family in France, Lucien plunges into the underbelly of the city, and is befriended first by a homeless man and then by a prostitute. Finally, however, it is his relationship with the gardener Arrigo and his wealthy customer Adela that will alter the course of his destiny and make him understand the true meaning of family. Catherine Faye, an independent journalist, spent her childhood overseas, notably in Argentina. In her writing, it is the atypical pathways, the stories of people’s lives, which guide her. L’ATTRAPE SOUCI is her first novel



“Portée par une langue incandescente, du rythme, cette tragédie est une réflexion sur l’impuissance de l’homme, jouet de la nature.” Version Fémina
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Hoai Huong Nguyen L’OMBRE DOUCE (Soft Shadows)



Émilie Houssa LA NUIT PASSERA QUAND MÊME (The Night Will End All The Same)



Viviane Hamy, May 2017, 168 pages



Denoël, January 2018, 256 pages



◊ We do not handle Polish rights for this title.



◊ English sample available.



◊ Rights sold in: Italy (Guanda Editore), Spain (Destino)



◊ Longlisted for the Prix de la Closerie des Lilas 2018.



◊ Winner of: Prix Marguerite Audoux, Prix Première-RTBF, Prix du Salon du Livre de Genève, Prix Lire Élire - Bibliothèques pour tous Nord Flandre, Prix littéraire Asie de l’Adelf & Prix du premier roman de Sablet



◊ An extremely endearing family and main character, Émilie Houssa manages to bring the characters to life with a light touch, through highly telling situations and perceptions.



◊ A true and deeply human story, void of caricature. ◊ A written language of suggestion, set with delicate haikus. ◊ With a pure and innocent talent, the author reveals the horror of heaven-on-earth turned into a mass grave where the prime character is fighting.



A striking first novel which revisits the greatest myths of Eastern and Western cultures. It is Hanoï in 1954 and the war in Indochina is raging. Mai, a young Annamese girl, falls in love with an exiled French soldier from Brittany. A border in a Catholic convent, Mai looks after wounded French soldiers. It is there that she meets Yann, shortly after he turns 18 years old. To prevent him from being sent back to the front, the young girl uses all possible subterfuges. Her behaviour stirs the attention and curiosity of the soldier. The day of the festival of Têt (New Year), Mai refuses to marry the man that her father, a prominent judge, has chosen for her. Her stubborness puts her beyond the pale of her family . Mai and Yann marry in haste on the edge of a beautiful lake, the day before Yann returns to the front. But Mai will go to hell and back to save Yann. Hoai Huong Nguyen was born in 1976 in France to Vietnamese parents. Vietnamese is her mother tongue and she learnt French at school. She has already published two anthologies of poetry: PARFUMS and DÉSERTS. L’OMBRE DOUCE is her first novel. “Against the backdrop of the war in Indochina: an impossible love. Hoai Huong Nguyen makes a spectacular entrance onto the literary stage.” L’Express



◊ A novel with tremendous humanity, offering up the raw, melancholic feelings of a wistful, pensive teenaged boy. ◊ An enjoyable and thought-provoking portrait of post-war Paris, with its upturned, somewhat confusing atmosphere, and characters who have to learn how to readapt to normal life. ◊ A novel rich with references: film and art fans will pick up on a myriad of cultural references (films, actors, paintings, photographs, and structures).



A poetic and touching portrait of Squatsh Bernstein, forever relegated to a supporting role in his own life. Have you seen Victor Victoria, the 1982 film by Blake Edwards? Throughout the film, we see a secondary bodyguard character, but we don’t really know why he’s there. We don’t even know his name until the credits: Squatsh Bernstein. Why not imagine what his life might have been? Squatsh’s potential life takes shape based on anecdotal details: he likes dance, locks himself in the bathroom to think, sports a mustache, and never wears flowery prints. He has few possessions and always puts others first. Above all, he hides deep within himself the melancholy of those who are beaten down by life. He could have been a knight or a prince charming. Instead, he’ll be a bodyguard. As early as six years of age, the character of Squatsh Bernstein develops fundamental and eccentric principles which quickly become a cause for him to defend, but also constitute the armor that protects him from others and from the world. Émilie Houssa is a film connoisseur and an art historian.



“The shadow of pure literature.” Le Figaro littéraire
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Pierre Linhart UNE MÈRE MODÈLE (A Perfect Mother)



Julie Marx LA JOURNÉE DE LA VIERGE (The Day of the Virgin)



Anne Carrière, March 2018, 240 pages



Éditions de l’Olivier, February 2018, 192 pages



◊ An insightful novel that paints an intelligently subtle and complex portrait of a woman who is at once a mother, a wife and someone who wants to exist in her own right. ◊ A very up-to-date book with relationships between the characters that avoid clichés and show that some encounters can reveal us to ourselves. ◊ A cinematographic writing style that conjures up images and sensations over a background of classical music that sets the tempo for the narrative.



A subtle portrait of a woman going through a crisis, who has always conformed to social and intimate diktats, a novel of emancipation. Here is the story of a mother who experiences a surge of maternal affection towards a friend of her 10-year-old son’s, with whom she has a complex relationship. She becomes attached to this « child of another mother », at the risk of hurting her own son and endangering her couple. Thirsting for freedom, the heroine follows an unexpected path to find out where she truly belongs. After graduating from La Fémis, the French state film school, Pierre Linhart worked as a screen writer on several feature films, documentaries and TV series. A Model Mother is his first novel.



◊ Thrilling, unexpected, sharp and explosive: fits of laughter guaranteed. ◊ Up-to-date issues like feminism and increasing individualism, especially in cities like Paris, are treated with clever ingenuity. ◊ Aimed at anyone who has ever felt alone and lonely in a big city.



What can happen on August 15 (the Feast Day of the Virgin Mary’s Assumption, and a bank holiday in France) for a single woman in Paris? The explosive narrative of 24 hours in the life of a woman. August bank holiday in the big city. A woman on her last legs is granted 24 hours to take stock. She’s a stand-up and an author going through a rough time, but she hasn’t yet given up the ghost. Here she is, telling us of adventures and misadventures running on in a burlesque and melancholy cavalcade, which will not be done until the night is. This novel, in which loneliness is ever-present, is also a survival guide for all those for whom humour provides a compass. Julie Marx is firing on all cylinders and exposing her era with incredible virtuosity. Julie Marx lives and works in Paris. She ran “La Mouche et la Vitre”/“The Fly and The Windowpane” blog on the website of the newspaper Liberation from 2008 to 2012, and has published columns for Causette magazine. LA JOURNÉE DE LA VIERGE is her first novel. « C’est une réussite. Une plume trempée dans une encre désespérée, mais qui trace avec une virtuosité certaine les contours d’une époque pas bien reluisante : la nôtre. […] Un grand récit sur les solitudes urbaines. » Causette
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DEBUT NOVEL / NEW VOICES



Line Papin TONI (My Cousin Toni)



Victor Pouchet POURQUOI LES OISEAUX MEURENT (Why Birds Die)



Stock, January 2018, 256 pages



Finitude, September 2017, 192 pages



◊ Line Papin was awarded with the Prix littéraire de la Vocation in 2016



◊ English sample chapter available.



This atmospheric coming-of-age novel confirms a great literary talent.



◊ Rights sold in: Germany (Berlin Verlag), Czech Republic (Paseka), China (Haitian), Poland (Czarna Owca).



In Germany, between Hamburg and Berlin, two cousins, Ezra and Toni. Ezra, the narrator, is fascinated by his cousin’s effervescent imagination. Since child- hood, Toni has shared with him his inventions, his experiments and his creative madness. His mother’s death makes them inseparable. In Berlin, the two boys meet a group of friends and discover an abandoned hotel which they make into a nightlife hotspot. Toni’s creativity runs wild and he turns it into a place for parties and artistic exuberance that he names the “Palace of Laughter and Joy”.



◊ 10,000 copies sold.



But it doesn’t take long before the reputation, people, parties and drugs break up the gang. Everybody goes their own way and Toni disappears. Ezra leads a desperate hunt on the streets of Berlin and Hamburg and finally back to their family home, in the search to find his cousin.



In Victor Pouchet’s clever debut novel, the narrator embarks on a seemingly river-trip in Normandy and on a quest to himself.



Line Papin was born in Hanoi in 1995. After studying literature, she studied history of art in Paris. Her first novel, L’Éveil was awarded the Prix de la Vocation in 2016 and translated in several languages. “A singular talent to convey wandering youth.” L’Obs



◊ A surprising and exhilarating debut novel at crossroads between personal family stories and natural history. ◊ A sensitive writing introducing a young man in search of identity intertwined with encyclopedic knowledge and amusing real anecdotes about birds and science. ◊ A coming-of-age story with many scientific and intimate digressions.



One day, in Normandy, birds mysteriously fell out of the sky. Clearly nobody cares about the fact that it was raining birds. The local newspapers barely mentioned it. Only a young Parisian who is trying to avoid working on his thesis finds himself fascinated by this strange phenomenon that took place in the village where he grew up. He searches, investigates and finds several leads, each one more unexpected and unlikely than the last. He embarks a cruise down the Seine, falls in love, meets both friendly and unfriendly faces, dreams up a family ancestor, and tries to put both his notes and his life in order. Victor Pouchet was born in Paris in 1985. He holds an advanced degree in Modern Literature and teaches advanced placement classes. He is also occasionally a critic for the Magazine Littéraire as well as working for the Maison de la Poésie. POURQUOI LES OISEAUX MEURENT is his first novel. "A delightful French literary debut, with a poetic and melancholic atmosphere as well as obvious cinematic references such as Hitchcock's Birds. Not to be missed!" Koukla MacLehose « Une flânerie brillante, hilarante et incongrue. » Lire
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Sébastien Spitzer CES RÊVES QU’ON PIÉTINE (The Dreams We Trample) Editions de l’Observatoire, August 2017, 306 pages



◊ Rights sold in: Italy (Ponte), Greece (21st century) ◊ Awarded the Prix Stanislas. ◊ A striking first novel with historical precision, literary power and emotional force. ◊ The author worked 3 years on this novel gathering documentation.Initially the books was not to be published as it was a personal tribute to the author’s father. ◊ The afterword explains that the purpose of the book is to use fiction in order to reflect on life itself. Thus the book is not a classic historial novel and rather a literary exploration.



Magda Goebbels is the most powerful woman in the Third Reich; little Ava is the child in block 24A, the concentration camp brothel. She is the sole remaining custodian of her father’s memory. April 1945. Magda Goebbels and her six children descend into the Führer-bunker. The incarnation of the Aryan race, Magda has modelled her image to meet her ambitions. She has gone to great lengths to obliterate the old Magda, beloved adopted daughter of Richard Friedländer, merchant, furrier, German and a Jew. Arrested during the first raids, Richard has never stopped writing to her. Meanwhile, a few miles away, the Allies are advancing. Some survivors of the camps try to escape their hell. Among them, three-year-old Ava, the child of the KZ-Bordell in Auschwitz. An orphan, dumb and stateless, she clings to a leather scroll. Inside are the letters written by a father to his daughter. Ava is the custodian of their tragic memory, the ultimate keeper of the true story of a man condemned by his daughter’s silence. As Magda inexorably sinks into the abyss of Nazi madness, Ava, miraculous survivor of the horror, strives to escape her destiny. Sébastien Spitzer is a free-lance journalist He has published several investigations on Iran, the United States and international terrorism. « [Un] roman poignant sur l’horreur, la transmission et l’amour malgré la négation. » Lire
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COMMERCIAL & FEEL GOOD Amélie Antoine LES SECRETS (Secrets) Michel Lafon, March 2018, 350 pages



◊ The unusual presentation, with the plot unspooling backwards, upends readers’ habits. ◊ By having the characters bump into each other over the course of years, the author draws readers in, evoking their own fates. ◊ The theme of wanting to have a child is addressed in two different ways (wanting one too much and not enough), providing an interesting perspective.



This is the story, told backwards, of a childless couple and of the extremities to which Mathilde, a woman in her thirties, is ready to go to have a child. This novel is about motherhood, fatherhood, identity and love; it can be read as a memoir of the trials of a childless couple and/or a sort of psychological thriller in which the reader is led to investigate everyone’s motivations, question everyone’s honesty and purity, to be left at the end to make his/her own judgment or to hand down his/her own sentence in the court of his/her mind. This is a novel that will resonate with every mother and every father of a child and especially with those who had to fight to have a child of their own. He knows everything about her. Two couples, two stories, four destinies that collide... Mathilde and Adrien love each other and have almost given up hope of ever being able to have a child. They will go to any length to finally to start a family, their family. Yascha and Elodie have become parents without choosing – when it was actually the last thing they wanted. Two couples who have nothing in common and who should never have met – if fate had not decided otherwise. Amid coincidences and things that seem meant to be, little arrangements with the truth and great betrayals, none of them will ever be the same again.



Michaël Archambault L'HOMME DE SES RÊVES (The Man of her dreams) Hurtubise, February 2018, 296 pages



◊ It is rather rare to see a man write this kind of novel. Michaël Archambault was inspired by personality traits of women around him to create his characters. ◊ Funny writing with a good sense of dialogue. There are several scenes that are very funny with quiproquos. ◊ Short and visual scenes that could be ideally adapted into a romantic comedy. ◊ A novel that reminds us of the true values that we should linger in the search for our soulmate.



A romantic, funny, sensible and unique story in the same vein as Sophie Kinsella’s novels and Graeme Simsion’s The Rosie Project. Alice is a dreamer and for her, life is mostly deceiving: she has a boring job, her house doesn’t really feel like home and she never had a boyfriend, which for her parents is an abomination. One night, she dreams of the ideal man for her. After that, she dreams about him almost every night! It’s ridiculous and she knows it, but she slowly starts to fall in love with him... The real problem: her dysfunctional family is eager to meet her new «boyfriend». They agree on a challenge: she has 3 months to prove them he exists. She foolishly takes the bet, convinced that she already saw him somewhere, and starts her quest to find her real-life man of her dreams. Mikaël Archambault is French Canadian a scriptwriter, and humorist. L'HOMME DE SES RÊVES is his first novel in "chick-lit" style.



Amélie Antoine’s bestselling debut novel, FIDELE AU POSTE, was an immediate success when it was released in France, winning the first Prix Amazon de l’auto-edition (Amazon France Self-Publishing Prize) Published by Michel Lafon, it sold 250.000 copies and was translated in many languages. L’attente is her third novel. She lives in northern France with her husband and two children.



28



Lester Agency / Spring 2018 / Fiction Catalogue



Liz Blackrock EVJF (Bachelorette)



Gavin’s Clemente-Ruiz LE CLUB DES FEIGNASSES (The “Lazybones Club”)



Denoël, March 2018, 240 pages



Mazarine, March 2018



◊ Co-published with Hildegarde, a major French production company that has produced animation masterpieces such as Kirikou, The Triplets of Belleville, and Ernest & Celestine. ◊ Plenty of plot twists, a subject in keeping with the times, and a perfect narrative pace that gives free reign to imagination and audacity. ◊ This novel appeals to a large audience thanks to its subject matter, is rooted in its era without being frozen in time, and is masterfully executed: high-brow chick lit and proud of it!



What better than a bachelorette party to find out who your true friends are? Amandine’s bachelorette party is looking promising thanks to the excellent planning of Justine (who manages an event planning agency and is the bride’s maid of honor): a weekend in the idyllic Mediterranean setting of Cassis’ rocky inlets at Eva’s family home, along with her four carefully selected bridesmaids, This is going to be a perfect weekend. Amandine is especially looking forward to her bachelorette party as she is experiencing second thoughts. Between her future in-laws, her future husband and the wedding preparations which are in full swing, Amandine is beginning to wonder, “What’s the point?” The wedding is one month away and this weekend of relaxation with good friends is just what the doctor ordered. But how well do you ever know your friends – even your best friends? From low blows and petty arguments to lies and jealousy, the bachelorette weekend quickly turns into full-blown revenge as friends show their true colors and Amandine falters. As they say, a friend in need is a friend indeed...



◊ Sickness and death are central subjects, but essentially in the sense that they lead to musings and reflections about life, and the fetters we sometimes place on ourselves without even realizing it. ◊ A touching feel-good book that will really speak to readers yearning to “hake off their chains” and feel a sense of freedom every day ◊ Lots of humor and outlandish situations that show readers you can laugh at anything. ◊ A touching tribute to the author’s mother, who is the inspiration for the inimitable Béa. ◊ An inspirational book that will fill you with the French joie de vivre!



The author of Comment papa est devenu une danseuse étoile (Mazarine, 2016), which is currently being adapted into a film, returns with a heartwarming and humorous novel featuring a club unlike most others. The “Lazybones Club” is made up of 5 people who, on the face of it, have nothing in common. Although they come from different backgrounds and different generations, however, they share one painful reality: they are fighting cancer through chemotherapy at a hospital in Paris. When Béa, the exuberant and enthusiastic leader of the group, suggests they all go to a spa in Saint-Malo to forget their troubles, little do they know that their lives will change in unexpected ways. Between breakups, reunions with long-lost loves, and reconciliations with family members, the 5 friends will realise that cancer has granted them the greatest gifts of all: friendship and the chance to live their lives on their own terms. Gavin’s Clemente-Ruiz was born in 1978. His first novel, COMMENT PAPA EST DEVENU DANSEUSE ÉTOILE (Fayard, 2016), is being adapted to cinema.



Liz Blackrock studied engineering and spent five years supervising the laying of metro lines. By dint of constantly observing different tracks, she then changed directions and became a teacher. When her third child was born, she decided to explore yet another path: writing.



29



COMMERCIAL & FEEL GOOD



Lorraine Fouchet POSTE RESTANTE A LOCMARIA (Poste Restante In Locmaria)



Nicolas Jaillet RAVISSANTES (Ravishing)



Héloïse d’Ormesson, April 2018, 384 pages



Bragelonne, March 2018, 53,000 words



L



orraine Fouchet



oste restante à Locmaria



CROCHE



Une chance sur deux



Élevée dans le culte d’un père mort par accident, Chiara, ans, apprend fortuitement que son père biologique vit à Groix en etagne. Chamboulée par cette révélation, Chiara part à sa LIVRE



herche sur l’île aux grenats. Elle remplace la factrice pour ntégrer à la communauté Groisillonne et mener son enquête en te discrétion. Mais tout se complique lorsque la jeune femme prend que les deux frères Tonnerre ont croisé sa mère vingtq ans plus tôt. Sur place, Chiara se lie d’amitié avec Urielle, e jeune groisillonne, qui ne supporte plus le stress de Paris, et ig, un vieux correspondant de presse dont le fils a disparu en r. Alors que l’île l’envoûte et l’invite à rester, elle rencontre bin, un écrivain corse qui prête sa plume à des romanciers èbres. Cette histoire d’amour inattendue s’épanouira-t-elle ?



MISE EN VENTE LE



5 avril 2018



◊ The setting – Brittany’s Isle of Groix – will make Poste restante à Locmaria readers want to get to know the region, which Lorraine Fouchet has kept its character. TITRE



AUTEUR



GENRE



Roman ◊ Characters have their flaws, but are whole, real, present and totally 400 believable. pages roman breton où la tendresse ne reste pas poste restante, où les



ns du sang n’accusent pas réception, où le bateau du courrier porteur de bien des surprises, où les boites aux lettres recèlent lourds secrets.



PAGES PROV.



◊ Everything you love about France: the charm of la vie parisienne, fashion, sexual escapades.



PRIX PROV.



◊ The moral of the 20story: what matters isn’t the ! but the path and the people we Romancière, Lorraine destination, Fouchet a fait ses études de 15 x 22 decine au CHU Necker-Enfants malades. Elle a été urgentiste theest way who allow us to reveal our ndant quinze ans, avant de se meet consacrer àalong l’écriture. Elle uteur de seize romans, dont L’Agence (prix des Maisons de la 5.5% truest selves. sse), Couleur Champagne et d’un récit, J’ai rendez-vous avec FORMAT



UTEUR



TVA



, publié chez EHO en 2014. Les deux derniers succès de rraine Fouchet, Entre ciel et Lou, 2016, et Les Couleurs de la , 2017, ont paru chez EHO. Elle vit entre les Yvelines et l’île Groix.



◊ An irresistible romantic comedy, a zany and tender delight for dreamers, innocent souls, and other assorted idlers.



FAÇONNAGE



Broché After growing up with the cult of her father who died before she was born, Chiara discovers, when she is 25, 2312-01 Littérature Plus de 100 000 ex vendus d’Entre ciel et française u (prix Bretagne, prix Ouestthat et prix Système U) et des Couleurs she might be the daughter of a sailor on the island of la vie (sélection prix des lecteurs du Livre de poche). nergie avec Le livre de Poche. Groix, in Brittany. Shocked by this revelation, she leaves 978-2-35087-446-3 ropos d’Entre ciel et Lou : without st une magicienne, son livre estRome un cadeau. — Grégoire Delacourt looking back and goes to the island. In livre rare, plein de souffle et d’émotion. — Antoine Laurain 9782350874463 order to get into the local community and investigate, ropos des Couleurs de la vie : roman qui redonne espoir, une promesse —Version she d’optimisme. substitutes for 678842 the mailwoman for a while. And mina se sent toujours bien dans les romans de Lorraine Fouchet. — Madame despite the situation EHO being complex, Chiara can count on aro 339 the mysterious Gabin, a ghost writer for famous authors, 3, rue Rollin. 75005 Paris | Tél. 01 56 81 30 70 | Fax 01 43 26 19 68 | [email protected] who makes her heart flutter. But is the young man as good as she thinks? Remembering her father, the great absent, will the young woman prefer to rewrite her story or to invent her future?



◊ A critique of the diktats of fashion and a denunciation of standardised concepts of beauty.



A very Parisian romantic comedy and an ode to hedonism à la française.



CLIL



GUMENT DE VENTE



ISBN



EAN



CODE IF



CODE EDITEUR



Lorraine Fouchet was an emergency doctor for fifteen years, before devoting herself to writing. She is the author of sixteen novels. The last two successes of Lorraine Fouchet, Entre Ciel et Lou, 2016, and Les couleurs de la vie, 2017, have been published by EHO. She lives between the Yvelines and the island of Groix.



Ilona Kowalsk is young and beautiful. It’s her job – she’s a model. She gets up early, does lots of sport, eats little, doesn’t drink, doesn’t go out. But that is no way to find a soul mate. She intimidates most men, and those she doesn’t scare away seem to only want to be seen strutting with her on their arm. Lucie Chanterelle, her accomplice and agent, is five foot two and weighs 180 pounds. She may not be in the same league as Ilona but she has lots more luck with men. She never holds back when it comes to eating, drinking, or socialising. Maybe that’s why men find her irresistibly sexy? When Zlotan Marvelis, a fashion designer on his way to greatness, decides to hire Ilona, Lucie decrees that it is time for her friend and protégée to learn to relax. So she calls on her pal Pierre Barbier, a part-time gigolo, who immediately falls for Ilona’s fragile charm. When Ilona realises that Zlotan has a crush on her, she asks Pierre for help in her plan to seduce her boss. Pierre reluctantly agrees, all the while trying to keep his real job a secret from Ilona. Born in 1971, Nicolas Jaillet prefers to travel off the beaten path. He learned the craft of writing while on the road with a street theatre group, and explored various genres in his early work (adventures, westerns, noir fiction, comedy, and science fiction).
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Karine Lambert UN ARBRE, UN JOUR (Once Upon A Tree)



Roxane Dambre UN KARMA PRESQUE PARFAIT (An Almost Perfect Karma)



Calmann-Lévy, May 2018, Karine 220 pages Lambert



Calmann Levy, April 2018, 300 pages



Once Upon a Tree...



Whimsical'and'poetic,'the'story'of'a'tree'which'refuses'to'die'in'the' spring. May$2018



◊ We do not handle Polish nor Hungarian rights for this title.



◊ We do not handle Polish nor Hungarian rights for this title.



Karine'Lambert$is$a$novelist$and$



L’immeuble) des) femmes) qui) ont) renoncé)aux)hommes$and$Eh)bien) dansons) maintenant outstanding$ success$ in$ France$



◊ Rights sold to: Germany (Diana Verlag).



:



more$than$ten$countries.



Whimsical and poetic, the story of a tree which refuses to die in the spring. On this first day of March, a felling notice is nailed onto the gigantic tree shading the central square of a village in Foreign'sales': Diana'Verlag'(German) Provence. “Ouch! says the tree, it feels like a woodpecker is piercing through my spine.” But these words, of course, remain inaudible to the locals. However, the thought of their tree disappearing completely outrages them. For all of a sudden, the pleasure of its venerable presence, that only the children and birds until then had enjoyed, becomes precious to them once again. Why fell this centenary being? To put in a fountain? Pavements? A parking-lot? It makes no sense.



: :



: : tached$to$it$that$they$are$willing$to$risk$their$lives$to$save$it.$While$it$studies$ its$advocates$stand$together$in$solidarity.$



see$their$lives$transformed.



Initiated by Clément, a very willful young boy, an impromptu motley committee is set up to uncover the truth. In addition to Clément, there is Adeline Bonnafay, 91, an old spinster inseparable from her sister Violette, 93, Suzanne Fabre, 52, who has been striving on her own to keep the bar open since her husband’s motorcycle accident. With Fanny Vidal, young culinary stylist, Suzanne seeks an explanation from the Town Hall. They are told that the tree has been diagnosed with an illness... By whom, when, nothing is very clear. And the mayor is on holiday... With every passing day, the plane tree, which considers itself immortal, becomes keenly aware that it is condemned, and that certain people are so attached to it that they are willing to risk their lives to save it. While it studies them, stirring and responding to the rhythm of their emotions and conflicts, its advocates stand together in solidarity. Regardless of the outcome of this battle, each and every one of them will see their lives transformed. Karine Lambert is a novelist and photographer. Her first novels, L’IMMEUBLE DES FEMMES QUI ONT RENONCÉ AUX HOMMES and EH BIEN DANSONS MAINTENANT, proved an outstanding success in France and abroad, with translations in more than ten countries.



The hilarious and endearing adventures of a young Parisian in pursuit of a job. When you’re 29, being bored at work all day is hard to swallow. But finding a new job, in France, in 2018, now that’s a challenge, bordering on the im- possible. Despite that, young Siloé, who is literally sick of being under-employed, calls her three best friends up for a brainstorming session in their favorite bar. The goal: to revamp her resumé and land a dream job. But here’s the thing: Siloé, a pretty Parisian brunette with a touch of OCD - including a strong addiction to homeopathic pills - is also really clumsy, one might go so far as to call her a goofball. And certain things tend to happen only to her... Like receiving threats from some sort of psycho after having vaguely insulted him as he was parking, then finding herself being inter- viewed by said psycho just two days later. Only Valérien, the psychopath in question, a tall, dark-haired handsome young man with smoldering eyes, has a younger sister whose beauty is a source of attraction for the worst kind of men, and who looks just a tad like Siloé. So, he brokers a deal: he will prepare her for her interviews, because face it, she needs all the help she can get, what with her mix of naivety and candor. In exchange, all Siloé must do is give him advice on how to get rid of his sister’s toxic and shady boyfriend. Obviously, nothing goes according to plan...and because of a misunders- tanding caused by Valérien’s sister, Siloé gets fired. Now how will she pay for her rent and her pills? Left with no options, she is in dire need of a job. What will Siloé find on the other side of this road she’s on? A job? A lover? Both? Or nothing at all? Roxane Dambre, 30, has been writing for as long as she can remember. Despite working as an industrial process engineer, she dedicates all her free time to writing. Her first series, ANIMAE, was translated in the United States and received the Readers Choice Award 2015 from the AntreMonde book store, and the Golden Pen 2015, catego- ry New Pen (Nouvelle Plume). Her SCORPI series, published in 2016, has also won her several awards, including the Grand Prix de l’Imaginaire 2017.
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Maïa Loup PAR TRANSPARENCE (Transparent)



Amélie C. Astier & Mary Matthews WITH YOU



Bragelonne, December 2017, 120,000 words



Bragelonne, April 2018, 99,000 words



◊ An insightful take on the confusing emotions of adolescence, and the often porous border between love and friendship. ◊ An array of convincing characters who will each in turn be put to the test.



◊ A veritable Dark Romance, deeply moving in its realism and its hope. ◊ The book was a self-published success with a huge fan base. ◊ Authentic, intense emotion stylishly rendered. Hard-hitting and disturbing.



◊ A vibrant, very oral writing style reminiscent of Anna Gavalda’s first short stories.



Love in the midst of horror.



A moving coming-of-age novel about youth and finding one’s place in the world.



At the age of fourteen, the lives of Reagan and Vic become inextricably entwined. They were kidnapped and sequestered for four of their teenage years. They endured the most awful abuse, but despite their suffering, they loved each other. When their captivity finally came to an end, life and the conservatism of their parents conspired to separate them.



Alice can no longer bear to live alone with her father, who has been stuck under a little cloud of sadness ever since the departure of his wife. Her gift of being able to hear people’s thoughts makes daily life even more of a burden. The time has come for her to leave, to live. She moves into a Paris apartment with Fred, her best friend, and Lolie, the fairy-like girl who fascinates them both. They are all young, beautiful, lovers of music, and life stretches out before them. They share their first apartment, their first concerts - how sweet it is to be together, freer than they’ve ever been. But soon things begin to go awry: Alice loses her way, keeps pushing her limits ever further, engages in numerous romantic relationships, and finds out that these can end in hurt. She is so absorbed in her own life that she fails to notice that Lolie has become dangerously withdrawn, and that her friendship with Fred may actually be love... Maïa Loup studied psychology and educational science and now works teaching disabled children. She lives in the south of France with her two children, two dogs, and five cats. Transparent is her first novel.



Today, ten years after their release, as the trial of their torturer begins and justice is about to be done, their paths will cross again. They have changed, and the scars left by years of suffering have forged their characters. When the present plunges them back into their nightmarish past, Reagan and Vic will discover that the wounds inflicted on their love are still wide open. A searing, unique, unforgettable reading experience For Amélie C. Astier, writing is as essential as eating and sleeping. It’s at night that she endeavours to give life to the many characters who dwell in her imagination. In another life, Mary Matthews was a rock star. Mad about music, a huge fan of TV series, and a dedicated collector of handbags, she claims to have her feet more firmly planted in the ground than her co-author.
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Anne-Sophie Lesage & Fanny Lesage CELLE QUI A DIT FUCK (The Girl Who Said Fuck)



Célestin Robaglia PROMETS-MOI D’ÊTRE HEUREUX (Promise Me You’ll Be Happy)



Solar, March 2018, 224 pages



Solar, June 2018, 208 pages



◊ These zesty chronicles offer numerous tips and straightforward rituals and tools for assuming one’s femininity without inhibitions. ◊ Daring to say ‘Fuck’ is something you have to work on... Beyoncé didn’t become who she is in a day!



◊ Nature as a means of self-revelation. ◊ A novel of self-discovery which immerses us in the heart of a forest in Brittany, and also a fine lesson in sobriety as a means of living in harmony with oneself.



The diary of an imperfect young woman who decides to stop beating herself up about things.



A book which encourages us all to discover our natural path, to re- connect with our intuitions, desires and dreams, and to cultivate beauty at every moment...



As we frantically engage in our daily lives, how many of us have not dreamt of taking the pressure off ourselves and giving ourselves a damn break? Of throwing out all the models of perfection, the injunctions and the frustrations? Of ceasing to blame ourselves for everything, and indeed for nothing at all? And of simply feeling good in our own skin? This is the mission that Alice, our imperfect heroine, has set herself.



At the age of 27, Gabriel feels that his life has been a failure. Having abandoned his dreams, he finds himself stuck in a rut that leads him nowhere but to his job in an insurance company from his one-bedroom flat in Paris. For seven years, Gabriel has been putting up his cousin Noé who, devastated by the death of his mother and a failed love affair, spends his days playing video games.



An engaging and bubbly young woman who has been married for several years and has a permanent job in marketing, Alice nevertheless feels that she is enduring life rather than living it. What with her job, her personal projects and her social life that is busier than a First Lady’s, her daily existence has become a series of to-do lists and long hours spent in the shower continually turning over the worries of the present moment in her mind. And then one day, having had a who series of run-ins with people (with her husband, her boss, the metro, her best friend and even her mother), Alice ends up in a heap at her doctor’s, who diagnoses a case of overintellectualising through endless thinking... And so Alice decides to take herself in hand, to put an end to her incessant ruminations, and to start keeping a diary which will serve as her private companion. Two stars of personal development 2.0, Anne-Sophie Lesage & Fanny Le- sage are the authors of Et si vous deveniez l’Héroïne de votre vie ? (pour nous les imparfaites), published by Solar in 2017. Anne-Sophie is an edi- tor at various media outlets and the author of practical guides. Fanny is an event designer, photographer and Instagrammer.



On his birthday Gabriel’s life is upended when he learns that his sister Clara and her husband have been killed in a car accident. He suddenly finds himself acting as the guardian of Clara’s daughter Aziliz, who is the only survivor of the accident. With her simple wisdom that is disconcerting in a little girl of 10, Aziliz calls everything into question, refusing to accept her uncle’s attempts to rationally justify his sham of a life, and pushes him to resurrect his dreams. And so he decides to jack in his life in Paris and, with Noé and Aziliz, in tow he heads for Brittany. Without a penny to his name, anywhere to stay or any clear plan, his only dream is to live self-sufficiently and in harmony with nature. They end up settling down on a plot of land belonging to Gabriel’s family, and there they discover, nestling in the middle of the neighbouring wood, a cottage in ruins. For Gabriel it is the start of a personal journey during which he will discover and transform himself through his connection to nature as he clears the land and renovates his cabin to create a refuge for them, existing on very little and savouring the simple pleasures in life. Célestin Robaglia is 35 years old and devotes a good deal of time to his twin passions of writing and personal development. Promets-moi d’être heureux is his debut novel.
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Arnaud Riou CE SOIR LA LUNE ÉTAIT RONDE (This Evening The Moon Was Round)



Bruno Combes PARCE QUE C’ÉTAIT TOI (Because it was You)



Solar, June 2018, 208 pages



Michel Lafon, April 2018, 352 pages



◊ Through Thomas’s quest, Arnaud Riou immerses us in a voyage of self-discovery which is punctuated by numerous rituals and exercises which he has himself explored and also invented over the course of the last 20 years.



Arnaud Riou serves up a debut novel of self-discovery which involves listening to one’s heart and rediscovering one’s purpose in life. Thomas is a second-rank actor striving for a career in keeping with his ambitions who has been in a relationship with Céline for several years but is incapable of committing himself. He seems to be every bit the loser who is shirking his responsibilities. He chases after roles just as he chases after girls, hoping for a contract or a night of sex that will make him feel more secure for a little while. Trapped in his role of unlucky actor, of misunderstood genius, and of unfaithful partner, he knows deep down that he is missing out on life.



Camille and Stephen were childhood sweethearts in Arcachon. When they meet by chance, 25 years later, neither Camille’s much-loved children, nor her husband Richard with whom she works as a lawyer, can stop the whirlwind of emotions that brings them together again for furtive rendez-vous and unforgettable embraces. Overtime, Stephen grows weary of this ‘bourgeois’ arrangement and demands she makes a decision. Camille is terrified of losing him, but can she bring herself to lose her children? Bruno Combes was born in Bordeaux, France, and lives in the picturesque village of Saint Emilion, amidst the vineyards. PARCE QUE C’ÉTAIT TOI is his third novel and the sequel to his best-selling debut novel SEULEMENT SI TU EN AS ENVIE (both books can be read independently).



One evening at a theatre show, he bumps into Carmen Arteba, an actress with whom he acted many years previously, and the encounter is a revelation. Under the spell of this radiant woman, he lets the mask drop. Carmen discerns beneath Thomas’s frustration and cynicism a beautiful soul in search of itself and suggests he take part in a support group that she runs. A few days later on a night of the full moon, after an argument with Céline, who has told him that she’s pregnant, he storms out feeling completely lost and instinctively seeks out Carmen at her spiritual retreat in the countryside. In the course of an intense immersion at the retreat, Thomas has various shamanic and mindfulness experiences which gradually enable him to revisit his past, to discover his true nature and to open up his heart. At the end of the retreat, he appears to have been transformed and is now ready to take the bull by the horns and take control of his own life – the only role that really matters. Will he be able to assume his responsibilities as a man and as a father?
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Chloé Duval À SA RENCONTRE (The Château by the river)



Aurélie Valognes MINUTE PAPILLON (The Butterfly Minute)



Bragelonne, August 2017, 480 pages



Mazarina, April 2017, 200 pages



◊ Rights sold in: USA (Kensington). ◊ The charm of France: a chateau whose enchanting ruins offer glimpses of its sumptuous past. ◊ Two parallel stories of life and love in one novel. ◊ A feel-good novel with a fairytale quality. ◊ It’s even better than the first one, very romantic and anchored in the French Chateaux de la Loire countryside that will probably make it truly appealing for foreign readers! ◊ The second novel by Chloé Duval after i that is just out in the US and will soon be in Italy and Germany.



Two women, two eras, and one chateau that will decide their destinies. Alexandra, a dynamic young businesswoman from California, has always been fascinated with France. She discovers that she herself has French roots when she comes across a photo of her ancestor Gabrielle D’Arcy, posing in front of the Chateau of Ferté-Chandeniers. She determines to find out everything there is to know about this woman who left her country for America 100 years ago. Alex travels to France to the village of Chandeniers, where she gets to know Eric, the new owner of the once magnificent chateau, which is now half-ruined after a fire in the 1900s. But Eric turns against this American who has invited herself into the homestead that was so dear to his father, and which he is at such pains to protect from would-be buyers who care little for preserving its heritage. It was in this place that Gabrielle dreamed, doubted, and lived a great love, and it is here that her descendant, walking in her footsteps, just might meet her own destiny. As a little girl, Chloé Duval filled the pages of her sketchbooks with stories of knights taming terrifying dragons to save the princess in distress. Today this little girl has grown, but she still tries to find the sweetness and enchantment of those childhood fairy tales in her stories. Originally French, now Canadian, and Québécoise at heart, Chloé lives in Montreal with her prince charming and the dozens of characters that jostle about in her head.



◊ Rights sold in: Spain (Maeva), Portuguese (4 Estaçoes), Germany (Rowohlt after an auction). ◊ 50,000 copies sold. ◊ You will laugh, cry and smile, through the lives of everyday heroes set in familiar context. ◊ The story brings unexpected events until the last page.



An optimistic novel filled with good moods in the same vein as Gille Legardinier. Rose is a 36-year-old single mother who works as a nanny in Paris. Her humble life is turned upside-down when she loses her job, learns her beloved 18-year-old son Baptiste is going to be a father, and that he is moving out with his girlfriend. In a state of despair, Rose becomes a live-in companion for Colette, a spirited elderly woman with a passion for cooking and an irrational fear of germs and the outside world, who is neglected by her selfish and spoiled daughter. When Baptiste threatens Rose that she won’t be part of her grandchild’s life if she doesn’t reveal the identity of his father, she is forced to confront her past and her painful decision to keep quiet so the love of her life, Pierre, could move to Africa to work as a doctor. Through Colette’s guidance and encouragement, Rose finally meets Pierre and realises that sometimes, fate just might grant you a second chance. Aurélie Valognes is thirty-three. Her debut novel, the French bestseller MÉMÉ DANS LES ORTIES, earned her a huge readership worldwide. Her second novel, NOS ADORABLES BELLES-FILLES was also a popular success. Valognes is a new and promising voice on the French literary scene. « Un récit bien rythmé, mené par une femme seule et volontaire. La trame feel-good novel sait mettre à jour une réelle dimension psychologique, de sorte que les personnages existent simplement et réellement. Bel équilibre. » Lire
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Aurélie Valognes MÉMÉ DANS LES ORTIES (Granny In The Nettles)



Aurélie Valognes NOS ADORABLES PETITES FILLES (Our Adorable Daughters-In-Law)



Michel Lafon, May 2015, 196 pages



Michel Lafon, May 2016, 212 pages



◊ Full English translation available! ◊ Rights sold in: Germany (Amazon Crossing), Italy (Newton Compton), Korea (Mirae Publishing), Slovenia (Totaliteta), China (Beijing White Horse Time Culture), USA (Amazon Crossing). ◊ Ongoing offers in Poland, Russia. ◊ 400,000 copies sold in France! ◊ US sales (Amazon): 160,000 copies! ◊ One of the greatest digital successes of 2014 in France, over 10,000 copies sold. ◊ Enthusiastic reader reviews ◊ An engaging, touching main character



MÉMÉ DANS LES ORTIES follows the hilarious trials and tribulations of a strange octogenarian who has severe relationship issues… with the women he meets especially! Ferdinand Brun is an odd man. He is the kind of elderly gentleman who takes no pleasure in life and remains doggedly bored to death (or maybe bored to live). Like a parasite, he spends his time planning the nastiest possible tricks to upset and annoy the people around him. Then one day, a knot comes loose and his only friend, Daisy the dog, disappears. Ferdinand’s life is in ruins. When 10-year-old Juliette and Béatrice, the geekiest of grandmothers, literally break down his door and enter his world, though, Ferdinand finds himself forced to accept radical change. Emerging from his cocoon at last, he realizes it is never too late to start living. A novel brimming with life and true friendship that will have you smiling from start to finish. Aurélie Valognes published this first novel, MÉMÉ DANS LES ORTIES, on the Internet in July 2014. It rapidly became one of the year’s greatest digital successes in France.



◊ Full English translation available! ◊ Offer from Russia. ◊ Over 200,000 copies sold. ◊ French sales are exponential for Mother’s Day and for Christmas. A great book to offer. ◊ The English digital edition sold more than 160,000 copies.



A very quick read. A funny, moving study of family relationships with memorable and colorful characters. A feel-good novel in the vein of GRANNY IN THE NETTLES. It reminded me of the movie QU’EST-CE QU’ON A FAIT AU BON DIEU? by Philippe de Chauveron. A cutting comedy about family relationships, family, couple and how family could be tyrannic, oppressive and stifling when you are an outsider, a honorary member or the fifth wheel like a daughter in law? People are often very nervous about meeting their parents-in-law for the first time. But what if it were parents who should fear their daughters-in-law? No luck, in the Le Guennec family, there are three sons. On Christmas Eve, Nicolas comes with his girlfriend Jeanne for the first time. Matthieu comes with Stephanie and Alexandre with Laura. Soon, the dinner turns into hell and a true nightmare: Laura is vegan and venison and foie gras are served, Stephanie is expecting and can’t drink a single scrap of alcohol. Above all, Jacques, the patriarch of the family makes blunder after blunder. Believe me, you’d rather stay at home with a TV set! Even Martine, who is married to Jacques for 40 years calls Jeanne Marie, among others faux-pas. A real frosty reception. Jacques is unbearable and his sons are not better. It must be said, Jacques has his life turned upside-down when his three daughters-in-law arrive on the scene. He makes every effort to try to soften his forceful character and avoid upsets but it soon becomes clear that his fiery temperament is incompatible with that of his daughtersin-law - who are every bit as unbearable as he is…
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Anne Idoux-Thivet L’ATELIER DES SOUVENIRS (The Workshop Of Memories)



Carène Ponte AVEC DES SI ET DES PEUT-ÊTRE (With ifs and maybes)



Michel Lafon. January 2018, 210 pages



Michel Lafon, April 2018, 300 pages



◊ Offer from Bulgaria. ◊ Powerful emotions: the reader is taken from laughter to tears. ◊ Likeable, authentic characters. ◊ Stylish writing.



What if writing could bring different generations closer? A fresh, light debut novel. When she inherits her grandmother’s house, Alice decides to give up her aimless life as a PhD student in Paris and settle in the countryside where she begins holding writing workshops in two old people’s homes. The elderly people she meets along the way are all as adorable as each other. As the workshops progress, they reveal bits of their past and grow attached to the young woman, sensing her loneliness. Determined to make her happy again, the cheerful band of pensioners take on the mission of helping her find love! This finely-crafted feelgood novel with its amusing, moving cast of secondary characters is a perceptive study of loneliness, nostalgia, friendship, tenderness and love.



◊ A feel-good incarnate. You know that wonderful feeling you get on a perfect evening with your best friends, or a lovely walk on a sunny day ? Carène Ponte’s funny and tender writing takes you there. ◊ With its lively, tone-perfect dialogues and its perfectly constructed and well-paced story, the rd author is really coming into her own with this 3 novel.



Maxine is a high school teacher. She sharesa flat with militant vegan eco-warrior Claudia, enjoys karaoke – and French pop music, and will go for the occasional (hundred-yard) run with besties Samya and Audrey. Maxine is also a manic ponderer, the kind of girl who keeps wondering what would happenif she said X rather than Y and did this rather than that. Until one morning, when a major surprise comes along. : a lost ID and a broken ankle result in a radical life change. Winner of the E-crire Aufeminin literary prize, Carène Ponte is also the author of UN MERCI DE TROP and TU AS PROMIS QUE TU VIVRAIS pour moi, both published by Michel Lafon.



Anne Idoux-Thivet is a qualified history teacher and specialist in medieval history. She has written several scientific articles for local history reviews and a non-fiction work entitled ECOUTER L’AUTISME (2009). L’ATELIER DES SOUVENIRS is her first novel. “Very cleverly written so you have the time to take in all the characters’ pieces of writing as well as get involved with the plot and the characters themselves. They are all likeable and believable.” “I bought the book this morning and spent all day reading it. It’s as fresh and light as a newly-baked sponge cake.”
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BIO & HISTORICAL Michel Bernard LE BON COEUR (The Good Heart) La Table Ronde, January 2018, 240 pages



Catherine Bardon LES DÉRACINÉS (The Uprooted Ones) Les Escales, May 2018, 690 pages



◊ English sample chapter available.



◊ Already 10,000 copies sold!.



◊ Awarded the Prix Roman France Télévisions 2018 !



Based on a true story, this enjoyably novelistic saga will immerse you in a little-known facet of Jewish history.



◊ This is not about scandalous revelations or unfounded hypotheses concerning Joan of Arc. Like a minstrel, Michel Bernard plunges us into a familiar story, or at least one that we think we know. ◊ Bernard paints the landscapes with understated lyricism and describes the battles with such calm surprise that Joan materializes before us as she did before her contemporaries: self-evident and beyond the reach of men.



A novel about the voice of a 17-year-old peasant girl who saved France from falling into the abyss, and died for it. She changed the course of history by rekindling the strength to believe and to love in the weary hearts of men. Joan of Arc’s story starts when the exasperated Lord of Baudricourt slaps a young peasant girl. In a France almost entirely occupied by the English, he is still holding onto a tiny territory along the Meuse River and this girl has returned to ask him for soldiers to restore the king to his throne. The Lord of Baudricourt knows that Joan isn’t insane – that would be too easy. He also knows that troubled times often give rise to visionaries and false prophets. And yet, like so many after him, he will give in to this strange young girl with her “tall frame, broad shoulders, solid stance, open face, and bright and penetrating eyes”. Michel Bernard already published LA TRANCHÉE DE CALONNE in 2007 (Prix Erckmann-Chatrian), LA MAISON DU DOCTEUR LAHEURTE (2008, Prix Maurice Genevoix), LE CORPS DE LA FRANCE (2010, Prix Erwan Bergot de l’Armée de Terre), POUR GENEVOIX (2011), LES FORÊTS DE RAVEL (2015, Prix de la ville de Deauville) and DEUX REMORDS DE CLAUDE MONET (2016, Prix Libraires en Seine). “One of our greatest novelists of today.” La Marseillaise “A peerless stylist.” Olivier Barrot, France 3



Vienna, 1931: Wilhelm, a 25-year-old journalist, meets Almah, the love of his life, at the heart of Central Europe, in the midst of the lively Viennese intellectual café-society scene. They soon marry, but their wedded bliss is shadowed by the anti-Semitism raging in their country. Daily life becomes terrifying, threatening them at the slightest misstep or risky action. Over the course of the next few years, they see many of their friends and relatives escape into exile. After an aggression, Wilhelm’s sister, Myriam, decides to flee to the USA;, but their parents can’t bring themselves to leave their native land. Although it is a wrenching decision, Wilhelm knows he must do everything he can to save Almah and their young son, so he, too, chooses to leave. Having obtained visas for the USA, they are convinced they will be able to join Myriam there. But unfortunately… Switzerland, 1939: The family is stuck in a refugee camp. Their visas were forgeries, and besides, the United States’ immigration quota has been reached. The situation seems hopeless until a man offers them an escape route: help establish a kibbutz in the Dominican Republic. The fact is that Trujillo, the local dictator, made a deal with the Nazis: he’ll grant 100,000 visas to Jews in exchange for funds. In addition, the Jews will provide free labor to help develop the island’s infrastructure. After a difficult, year-long journey with the other “voluntary” exiles, they arrive in Sosúa, in the tropical jungle. There, everything – from buildings to society – must be built from scratch. Wilhelm and Almah will have to learn to work under a withering sun and to find joy in a simple life, light-years away from the comfortable intellectual life they have been forced to leave behind in Austria. But it could also be an opportunity for them to reinvent themselves and to put down roots in a new land. Catherine Bardon is a true Dominican Republicophile. She has written several tour guides to the island, where she lived for many years. She is currently living in the Paris area. The Uprooted ones is her first novel.
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Marc Biancarelli MASSACRE DES INNOCENTS (Massacre of the Innocents)



Carole Geneix LA MILLE ET DEUXIÈME NUIT (The Thousand and Second Night)



Actes Sud, January 2018, 304 pages



Rivages, January 2018, 350 pages



◊ Long-listed for the Prix Maison de la Presse.



◊ Rights sold in: Spain (Siruela).



◊ Biancarelli’s singular style, with descriptions ranging from burlesque to tragic elicit an equally wide spectrum of emotions from readers.



◊ A hero who is determined to find his countess’s killer, and who will have to learn to navigate the world of fashion and the Parisian bourgeoisie.



◊ The legendary tale of the Batavia shipwreck off the coast of Western Australia revisited from the angle of the Massacre of the Innocents, a Dutch masterpiece by the painter Van Haarlem, 1590.



◊ Highly colorful characters with conflicting loyalties – they are torn between their homeland and their country of adoption, where they are not always made to feel welcome.



◊ Cornelisz, a somber character who turns into a tyrannical, inhuman monster. ◊ The book is structured in sequences like paintings from the masters of Dutch painting.



Inspired by the true story of the shipwreck in 1629 of the Batavia, a Dutch ship bound for the colonial trading posts of the far East, Marc Biancarelli sets out to depict the biggest massacre of the 17th century: the murder of the survivors of the shipwreck, who were scattered across small, isolated islands off the coast of Australia. In telling the story of the mutiny, rebellion, trials and hangings, Marc Biancarelli uses this bloody episode not only to inject life and soul into men contaminated by evil who, in a vicious circle, corrupt all those around them, but also to explore the roots of evil itself. This novel blends a kind of reportage of events of yesteryear with an exploration of pictorial representations of the 17th century and the personal obsessions of an author whose oeuvre is devoted to plumbing the depths of the violence which underscores human history. A famous chapter of the maritime story of humanity, and a reflection on universal barbarism. A powerful novel, filled with wrath and fury. Marc Biancarelli was awarded the Prix du Livre Corse and Prix révélations de la SGDL for his previous novel ORPHELINS DE DIEU (2014). « Une fresque puissante., Un récit au goût de sel, de larmes et de sang. Enivrant. » Corse Matin



◊ A recreation of Belle Epoque France and Russia, and a very lively evocation of the world of fashion at the time, with designer Paul Poiret – whose real-life was worthy of a novel – as a key character. ◊ Written in a sensual, high-spirited tone, and full of unexpected plot twists, with touches of gloom and melancholy foreshadowing the end of world that WWI will wipe out forever.



A stunning recreation of turn-of-the-century Paris and Russia, through this lively portrayal of the era’s most fashionable people. Shortly before the Titanic’s maiden voyage, preparations are underway for a huge party that everybody who is anybody in Paris will be attending: fashion designer Paul Poiret will be giving a reception of unparalleled splendor to launch his new perfume collection. With a Middle Eastern theme, the party will be the “Thousand and Second Night.” Among the guests is the capricious Russian countess Svetlana Slavskaïa, accompanied by her very private secretary, Dimitri Ostrov, a young Jewish man who had to flee the Bolsheviks. The countess will wear her most fashionable finery, of course, including an extraordinary necklace that was a gift from an admirer. But over the course of the evening, the necklace disappears and the countess is found dead, having most likely been strangled. A book that reconnects with the 19th century novelistic traditions of Maurice Leblanc’s Gentleman Thief and Gaston Leroux’s Phantom of the Opera. With a degree in literature, Carole Geneix got into writing fiction when she entered a short-story writing contest for detective fiction in a historical setting. The short story eventually grew into LA MILLE ET DEUXIÈME NUIT.
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Raphaël Jerusalmy LA ROSE DE SARAGOSSE (The Rose of Zaragoza)



Aline Kiner LA NUIT DES BÉGUINES (The Night Of The Beguines)



Actes Sud, January 2018, 192 pages



Liana Levi, August 2017, 336 pages



◊ Rights sold in: Russia (Limbakh).



◊ We do not handle Polish rights for this title.



◊ Readers learn about both artistic and comical engraving in an accessible yet knowledgeable way.



◊ Rights sold in: Italy (Neri Pozza), Netherlands (Ambo Anthos).



◊ Lea, a free, independent young artist with a caustically critical mind, is a young woman who readers really want to get to know. ◊ A short novel rich in adventure, seduction and mystery with the trademark acuity of the author. ◊ If you like Arturo Pérez-Reverte, Amin Maalouf or My Name is Red by Orhan Pamuk you will love this short adventure novel.



A story that takes readers back to the time of the Spanish Inquisition, inviting them inside the lives of threatened Jewish families who will choose exile rather conversion Zaragoza, 1485. In the midst of the Spanish Inquisition, an unlikely encounter takes place. The meeeting is between Angel de la Cruz, a mercenary for hire to the highest bidder, and a small group of upper bourgeois converts in danger, including the young Léa, who is the daughter of a rich lord and independent and mischievous of spirit. LA ROSE DE SARAGOSSE rekindles the flame of a rebellion through mordant caricature and the uniquely expressive language of engraving. A graduate of the ENS and the Sorbonne, Raphaël Jerusalmy opted for a career in the Israeli intelligence services before getting involved in humanitarian work and then becoming a dealer in rare and antiquarian books in Tel Aviv. Three of his novels have been published by Actes Sud: SAUVER MOZART (2012, Prix Emmanuel Roblès 2013, Prix de l’ENS Cachan 2013), LA CONFRÉRIE DES CHASSEURS DE LIVRES (2013) and ÉVACUATION (2017) were well-received by readers, the critics and foreign publishers (they have been translated into English, Italian, Spanish and Hebrew). « D’entrée de jeu, la religion, l’intolérance et l’art forment l’horizon de ce roman d’un raffinement extrême. Raphaël Jerusalmy construit sa fiction à partir d’un savant brouillage de pistes […]. C’est précisément l’architecture en trompel’œil qui donne à ce texte cultivé sa profondeur de sens. La beauté de ce nouveau roman tient autant à sa maîtrise formelle qu’aux correspondances multiples qui s’y donnent ainsi à voir, comme à ses échos contemporains. Pratiquée de la sorte, la littérature relève assurément du très grand art. » L’Humanité



◊ 30,000 copies sold. ◊ Three fiercely independent female characters who choose to live however they please, at a time when women were often ruled by their fathers or husbands. ◊ A well-documented book with a lot of interesting historical information about life, politics and religion in the Middle Ages. ◊ The story is set in a beguinage, little known structures that date back to the Middle Ages. They were compounds with dozens of small cottages housing widows or women who wanted to leave the outside world without going so far as to become nuns. ◊ A feminine « Name of the rose » that’s hard to put down.



Brilliantly interweaving the high points of the reign of Philip the Fair with the daily life of medieval Paris, intermingling the fates of fictional and real characters, Aline Kiner carries us along in fascinated suspense. It’s an enclave in the heart of Paris, until now protected by the king. In the great beguinage, widowed or unmarried, rich or poor, women are subject to no rule nor any authority. They may study, work, manage their property, and circulate freely. Ysabel chose to withdraw here twenty years ago. For Ade as well, the beguinage is a refuge, withdrawn from the world. But a newcomer is about to shatter the tranquillity of this little universe. Aline Kiner is editor-in-chief of special issues of the journal Sciences et Avenir. She has compiled numerous dossiers on the Middle Ages and interviewed the greatest medievalists: Georges Duby, Jacques Le Goff, and Claude Gauvard. Editions Liana Levi has published LE JEU DU PENDU (2011) and LA VIE SUR LE FIL (2014). LA NUIT DES BÉGUINES took three years of research and writing. “Very well documented, building on solid sources Aline Kiner brilliantly juggles history and fiction.”Le Figaro
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Antoine de Baecque LES TALONS ROUGES (The Red Heels)



Miléna Babin L’ÉTRANGE ODEUR DU SAFRAN (The Strange Perfume Of Safran)



Stock, August 2017, 312 pages



Hurtubise, April 2018, 216 pages



◊ English sample chapter available. ◊ Vampires during the French Revolution, who aim at freeing themselves from the monarchy and their fate as blood drinkers. ◊ Heroes tortured by their family history and their status as vampires continuously oscillate between their thirst for blood and love of humanity. ◊ The author is a historian and delivers a precise and well-documented account of the period. ◊ The vampires are used to put distance with real history and brings a true novelized account of the violence and cruelty.



The French revolution erupts into the lives of an aristocratic family, the Villemorts, tearing it apart: they are vampires, but some of them decide to forsake blood and embrace new ideas... June 1789, The Ancient World is crumbling. The Villemorts are descended from a long line of aristocrats, a family held together by the age-old legend of their pure blood, and blood is precisely what they crave… because they are vampires. Two of them forsake the blood of their forefathers to devote themselves to an egalitarian community. This novel which hovers between fantasy and the very real backdrop of revolutionary times. We have William, an uncle returned from America where he acquired a liking for freedom and now espouses the cause of freed slaves, surrounding himself by an ebonyskinned guard. And there is Louis, the handsome headstrong nephew thrust into the turmoil of revolution, and so in love with Marie de Méricourt he wants to give her eternal life. How can they escape a curse that has travelled across centuries? An entirely fresh approach of the historical novel. The reader discovers a period in a playful way with great precision, and quality research.



◊ The immersion in rural Quebec in the 1980s plunges the reader back into a burning theme of the time, AIDS does not leave indifferent ◊ The protagonists skinned alive, crippled, which by necessity are found together, showing that strength lies in numbers ◊ A raw novel, sensitive, confusing.



Lower St. Lawrence, July 1988. When Nil sets out for Le Bic along with Lavender, her pet fox, she has no idea that being on the lam for a few days will forever mark her future. Raised by her uncle along with her twin brother Yoav in less-than-enviable conditions, she’s still rough around the edges when she decides to take off for a while. Along the way, she’ll come across tormented characters, beginning with Jacob, HIV-positive restaurant owner mixed up in the trafficking of... saffron, the red gold that sets spirits ablaze and adds flavour to the finest delicacies! Nil will be surprised to learn that what was meant to be a quick stop to refuel turns into a longer stay than she could have ever imagined. Each of the characters has something to gain from the others, motivating them to stick together despite their seeming incompatibility. Originally from Gaspésie, Miléna Babin burst onto the literary scene in 2014 with LES FANTÔMES FUMENT EN CACHETTE. She has contributed to the short story collections NU and SOUS LA CEINTURE, published by Québec Amérique.



Antoine de Baecque devoted a trilogy to the French revolution: LE CORPS DE L’HISTOIRE (1993), LA GLOIRE ET L’EFFROI (1996), and LES ÉCLATS DU RIRE (2000). He is a cinema critic and has published acclaimed biographies of Truffaut and Godard, both translated into many languages. Red Heels, his first novel, is the product of his passion for the French revolution and vampire films.
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SUSPENSE Thierry Dancourt JEUX DE DAME (Lady’s Games)



Vincent Almendros FAIRE MOUCHE (Bull's Eye)



La Table Ronde, August 2017, 208 pages



Éditions de Minuit, January 2018, 128 pages



◊ Rights sold in: Germany, China. ◊ A rural thriller, which gives you the clue only in the last sentence. ◊ The profound and noir plot, about the ambiguity of fear, studded with rural issues and a morbidly dark sense of humor ◊ The unusual, precisely visual narrative style makes the reader wonder what happened, right up to the end. ◊ Darkly realistic characters, like a brief encounter with someone whose past and future you know nothing about



Years after he left a life he hated, Laurent has to go back to the village where he grew up, the setting for the dramatic events of his childhood. Many years after having left the family village he hated Laurent comes back for the wedding of his cousin. He arrives there with Claire whom he introduces as Constance. His mother has remained very rough, his uncle with whom she lives is dying. There are hardly any shops left. The whole atmosphere seems pretty grim. There is a threat but no one can really guess where it comes from. The ending is surprising and very abrupt. There is very little said all along the novel. This rural quality, where people talk so little, where things remain unsaid. One savours this decomposing family, with the acid taste of the walnut liquor left in the old house, the flies which stick to the ribbon in the kitchen, still flapping their wings, or dying on the floor of his bedroom. In this harrowingly oppressive context, Almendros hints at the terrible childhood memories and stubborn resentment that obsess him, meticulously transforming the novel into a thriller. Vincent Almendros was born in 1978. He is a French teacher and has a very particular style, which is more striking and acomplished from book to book. He wrote MA CHÈRE LISE (2011) and won the Prix Françoise Sagan for his novel UN ÉTÉ in 2015. « Sa description d’une ruralité à l’abandon est très juste, et le passage d’un milieu social à un autre, les difficultés qu’un tel arrachement suppose, prennent ici une coloration noire et presque désespérée. » Les Inrockuptibles



◊ Modiano-esque atmosphere with the codes of a Le Carré thriller, and characters who are melancholy’s own double agents. ◊ Thierry Dancourt excels in portraying women. Here, his heroine is an attractive dreamer: Solange Darnal, a mysterious, ambivalent character who navigates between two men. ◊ Cold War setting, filled with double agents and top-secret documents, and an exciting plot that makes readers want to know how it will all come out in the end.



In the early 60s, the elegant, solitary Solange wanders between Paris, Berlin, Trieste and its melancholic atmosphere. The characters drive Volvo P1800s and smoke State Express cigarettes, and the women wear butter-yellow raincoats. Solange Darnal clearly has something to hide. Is it something to do with the mission for the Economic and Social Council that sent her to Berlin? There she trysts with her boss and lover, Marc Jeanson, who’s surprised to see how distant she’s being. What he doesn’t know is that this time, a young man, Pascal Clerville, is waiting for her back in Paris. Solange wavers between truth and lies, light and darkness, transparency and secrets. She gradually comes to realize that she loves one of them more than the other, and in fact is probably in love for the very first time... Romantic questions and childhood memories even crop up while shadowing a possible double agent and during meetings about the launch of a Soviet satellite. But the real question for readers is who Solange really is. Does Solange herself even know the answer? In the end we learn that Solange is a double agent, working for both the Russians and the French. Thierry Dancourt is a free-lance writer/editor in the fields of architecture and urbanism. HÔTEL DE LAUSANNE (2008), won the Prix du Premier Roman and was followed by JARDIN D’HIVER (2010) AND LES OMBRES DE MARGE FINALY (2012). “A chic and melancholic talent.” Frédéric Beigbeder, le Figaro Magazine
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Christian Oster MASSIF CENTRAL











Éditions de l’Olivier, March 2018, 160 pages



◊ Christian Oster’s latest book, in which his fans will recognize his his signature style – a strange and thrilling atmosphere – and the themes he handles so masterfully: choosing destinations randomly, impromptu encounters and unexpected situations. ◊ The suspense is intense and relentless: readers won’t find out until the final pages what will become of Paul, who gets drawn into a spiral of being hunted down by a former friend who is out to get him. ◊ Paul, a strange Parisian film fan whose life is guided by chance encounters and objectively random events .



Christian Oster delivers a captivating novel on the flight of a man in the face of the inevitable. Maud left Carl Denver to live with Paul, a friend of the couple. When Paul, in turn, leaves Maud, realizing that he doesn’t love her anymore, the situation becomes out of control. So much that Paul decides to flee for Paris to save his hide, imagining he is threatened by Carl. He settles down, for the time being, at a friend’s place in the middle of countryside. But hiding in the Massif Central is no solution when one is obsessed by a man for whom “kindness occurs so rarely that one receives it as a blessing”. On the look out for any sign evoking the presence of Carl Denver, Paul makes moves to cover his tracks. He meets unusual characters (Antoine, a childhood friend, lives in the trees) who seem to emerge on the road to lead him to his destiny. Finally, he finds refuge in a hotel and watches for the fatal moment when the threat will take form. He dreads as much as hopes for it, impatient to atone for the double wrongdoing of which he is guilty: to no longer love the woman for whom he betrayed a friend. Christian Oster has published eighteen novels, including MON GRAND APPARTEMENT (Medicis Prize 1999), UNE FEMME DE MÉNAGE (2001, adapted for the screen by Claude Berri), and DANS LA CATHÉDRALE (2010), published by éditions de Minuit. At Éditions de l’Olivier he has published: ROULER (2011), EN VILLE (2013), LE CŒUR DU PROBLÈME (2015) and LA VIE AUTOMATIQUE (2017). “With this nagging novel, Christian Oster creates a troubling atmosphere and makes it grow-up until the end. The result is as freezing as fascinating.” Lire “One of the most poignant and beautiful Christian Oster’s novel.” Livres Hebdo
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THRILLER / NOIR Barbara Abel JE T’AIME (I Love You)



Cai Jun THE CHILD’S PAST LIFE XO, June 2018, 350 pages



Belfond, May 2018, 464 pages



◊ To lie by omission, merely out of love. And to become by proxy the worst of murderers. ◊ In Barbara Abel’s novels, nothing is more akin to love than hate.



The fates of four women collide, entangle and rip apart. Women who are often better at hating than loving. Let’s meet a woman in love: Maude. After a difficult divorce, she meets the love of her life. A man whose daughter Alice, alas, wages war against him on a daily basis. Imagine an afternoon spent skiving off school and imagine Maude catching Alice smoking cannabis in her bedroom. The girl begs her mother-in-law not to say anything to her father. Maud sees it as an opportunity to develop a rapport with her and above all to soothe tensions in this new stepfamily, not least because Alice has of course promised her that she’ll never do it again. After all, what would you have done in their position? But now fast-forward six months, take the same characters, and add Nicole and Solange, two women buoyed by love but whose lives are going to be wrecked one day when Alice’s addiction causes a fatal accident. And one last thing: spare a thought for the father, who is now finding out that his daughter has been taking drugs for months and that the woman with whom he is sharing his life was aware of it all along... Now answer the question again: what would you do in their position?



◊ Rights sold: English, Russian, Korean, Thai, Vietnamese. ◊ 13 million copies sold in China. ◊ A puzzle of daunting complexity, as powerful as original. ◊ A novel that plunges the reader into contemporary China, where success has become a core value and corruption infiltrate all social relations. ◊ A sort of magical realism that is reminiscent of South American literature.



The bestselling novel of the Chinese Stephen King. Shanghai, June 1995. On a rainy night, Shen Ming, a high school teacher admired and appreciated by his students, is stabbed to death. A short time before, two others, including a student, had been killed on the high school campus. In charge of the investigation, Inspector Huang Hai is unable to find a link between all these crimes. Each new answer leads to a new question. As if clarity was in itself an illusion... Nine years later, in October 2004, a gifted young boy, Si Wang, is adopted by Shen Ming’s ex-fiancée, a very rich woman whose social status allows her a lot of power. At this same moment, new murders take place in the city. And what if the child held the secret to these serial murders? And what if he was the reincarnation of the professor who had come back for revenge?



Barbara Abel was born in Belgium in 1969. At 23, she wrote her first play. At 33, her first novel, L'INSTINCT MATERNEL, won the Prix Cognac. JE T'AIME is her 11th novel.
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Solène Bakowski UNE BONNE INTENTION (Good Intentions)



Sonja Delzongle BORÉAL



Denoël, March 2018, 368 pages



Bragelonne, March 2018, 71,000 words



◊ A psychological noir novel brimming with emotion. ◊ A unique story of love between a little girl and an autistic young man. ◊ A remarkably stylish new voice in French literature. ◊ A novel about appearance, difference and human stupidity.



The road to hell is paved with good intentions. Mati is nine years old. She has lost her mother. Her father is wallowing in grief and it is left to her grandmother to take care as best she can of what remains of the family. One day, Mati doesn’t come home from school. She has gone off with her “angel”, Rémi, a young man in his twenties who suffers from mild autism. Rémi works at the post office, where he has taken to replying to the letters Mati has been sending to her mother in her new home in heaven. As the pair escape from their drab existences, everyone fears the worst. And the worst comes to pass. The father is injured and left paralysed. The grandmother, now desperate, tells him a terrible secret. Mati will return, but her “angel” will be the victim of fierce prejudice. The world has not understood the purity of their intentions, their childhood innocence untouched by scheming and secrets. How could anyone believe that it all really did begin with the best of intentions? Solène Bakowski was born in Paris in 1981. Before publishing her first novel, Parfois on tombe, awarded the Prix de la Chapelle-Montreuil, she divided her time between France and China. Her crime fiction depicts disturbing, hidden realities, and puts on display the monsters of modern life.



◊ English sample chapter soon available. ◊A harrowing thriller combining people disappearing, the ecology, and survival in the glacial polar climate. ◊ A heroine who is torn between her family and her scientific convictions, but who’s ready to do whatever it takes to make it home alive. ◊ A keen and mordant style – as chilling as the icy Greenland wind – that will keep readers’ nerves on edge until the final revelations. ◊ A ruthless writer who has already conquered her readers in her previous novels, Delzongle shows us just how far some are ready to go to survive.



In the extraordinary setting of Greenland swept by blizzard winds and plunged in permanent darkness, Sonja Delzongle has dreamt up a terrifying thriller that combines ecological disaster with fight for survival. How far would you go to survive? January 2017. A group of scientists travel to the middle of Greenland to study the consequences of global warming. On their first reconnaissance mission outside of their base Arctica, the team’s geologist suddenly stops in her tracks. There in the frozen ground, a huge and bulging eye stares at her through the ice with an expression of terror. As they follow its gaze, the stupefied scientists discover an impressive animal covered in a mane of hair with twin horns on its head: a musk ox. And that’s not all. All around them, as far as they can see with their headlamps, hundreds of dead musk oxen are held prisoner in the permafrost in an enormous ice grave. The leader of the mission, Roger Ferguson, wants to understand what led to this massacre and contacts Luv Svendsen, a specialist of these kinds of phenomena with the Wildlife Protection Society. Caught up in a complicated personal life and relieved to be able to throw herself into her work, Luv flies to Greenland. There are now nine scientists alone in the polar night. The first disappearance takes place the next day. Born in 1967 to a French father and a Serbian mother, Sonja Delzongle has led a Bohemian lifestyle, between various jobs and writing. She is the author, at Denoël, of DUST (2015), QUAND LA NEIGE DANSE (2016) and RÉCIDIVE (2017).
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Sandrine Collette JUSTE APRÈS LA VAGUE (After The Wave)



Natalie Carter & Nicolas D’estienne D’orves LE SILENCE ET LA FUREUR (The Silence and the Fury)



Denoël, January 2018, 336 pages



XO, March 2018, 361 pages



◊ English sample available. ◊ Longlisted for the Grand Prix RTL Lire.



◊ We do not handle Bulgarian nor Hungarian rights for this title.



◊ An immersion in the psychology of abandoned children and their survival instinct.



◊ A psychological thriller in an oppressive atmosphere of unresolved crimes and unpunished passions



◊ The style tacks back and forth between action and introspection, will shake readers up, just as the rough seas toss the characters about, with slower, introspective moments as well as actionpacked ones.



◊ A virtuoso four-handed novel, by Nicolas d’Estienne d’Orves and his mother, the screenwriter Nathalie Carter, that plunges the readers into the troubled waters of a family drama



◊ The survivalist, adventure aspect echoes the cinematic codes of books like Waterworld and The Life of Pi.



◊ Music, islands, faraway lakes, engulfing nature & a deadly piano



◊ A real page-turner: you want to know if they are going to make it.



A heart-breaking story of parents who are forced to choose amongst their children, and of the three abandoned children, who are tyring to make sense of their fate. Water has flooded everything. On a small island of dry land, a family of eleven has survived. The boat that can save them can only carry eight. For the last six days, they’ve prayed for help to arrive, but only debris and swollen bodies float around their island. And the water continues to rise. Madie, the mother, understands that they must leave. Pata, the father, has calculated that it will take twelve days in their little boat to reach higher ground, but the boat can only hold eight people. Madie refuses to choose between their nine children, but because Pata knows that this is the only way to save his family, he makes an impossible choice: they will take the two eldest, who will be able to help Pata row, and the four youngest, who need their mother. The three middle children can take care of themselves. Pata tells himself that they’ll manage just fine and once they reach higher ground, he will return with help. A terrifying story between a small boat alone in the ocean and three children fending for themselves on an island being swallowed up by the waves. Sandrine Collette was born in 1970. She previously wrote DES NŒUDS D’ACIER (Best Crime Novel Award 2013, adapted to the big screen), UN VENT DE CENDRES (2014), SIX FOURMIS BLANCHES (2015), IL RESTE LA POUSSIÈRE (Landerneau Noir Award 2016) and LES LARMES NOIRES SUR LA TERRE (2017). All of Sandrine Collette’s novels have met commercial and critical success.



Luke’s return will resonate like a cataclysm on this cursed soil. And the fury will soon surge from the silence! A lost lake in Ontario and, in the middle, a cragged little island where the evil wind of suspicion blows. Max King, a pianist beloved worldwide, lives there reclusively, a prisoner of his obsessions and nightmares... Ten years before, a drama condemned him to silence: the slightest note on the keyboard causes him unbearable pain. For this grand artist, music has become his executioner. Max sees no one other than his housekeeper, Susan. Not his wife Fiona, not his son Luke, who has left the island and who everyone once referred to as the “Little Prince”... A future pianist of genius, like his father. Luke’s return will resonate like a cataclysm on this cursed soil. And the fury will soon surge from the silence! A virtuoso four-handed novel, by Nicolas d’Estienne d’Orves and his mother, the screenwriter Nathalie Carter, that plunges the readers into the troubled waters of a family drama. Born in 1974, Nicolas d'Estienne d'Orves is a journalist and writer. He is a cultural columnist on music, literature and cinema and the author of a dozen books, among which LA SAINTE FAMILLE (2005), LES ORPHELINS DU MAL (XO, 2007), L’ENFANT DU PREMIER MATIN, (XO, 2012, Prix des Romancières).
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Emmanuel Grand KISANGA (Kisanga)



Iain Levison POUR SERVICES RENDUS (For Services Rendered)



Liana Lévi, March 2018, 392 pages



Liana Lévi, April 2018, 224 pages



◊ Longlisted for the Prix Landerneau polar. ◊ A three-month breakneck chase through the heart of the Katangese savannah to uncover the twisted plots of predators of finance.



◊ A real page-turner that keeps readers in suspense to the very end, with an uncontrollable situation into which the characters sink deeper and deeper.



◊ A journalist and an engineer who are both investigating the affair on their own, eventually meet and manage to solve the mystery together.



◊ A novel that exposes the least glorious aspects of American society: from political bribery to fake Vietnam War stories; lies and manipulation add to the book’s murky atmosphere.



◊ An immersion in the heart of the Congo, where mining sometimes serves as a cover operation for political maneuvers and espionage…



◊ Drake and Fremantle, the manipulator and the coward, make for a pair of equally endearing and off-putting characters.



Between a spy novel and a political thriller, Emmanuel Grand here offers a daring thriller set in a present-day African mining eldorado.



Like his characters, Levison tells a story rather than stating the facts. Small arrangements with the truth that everyone makes in order to tell the story in the most flattering way.



The galleries of the Marine Museum were packed. Amidst the applause of the whole politico-economic elite, the Carmin Mining Company was celebrating the launch of Kisanga: an historic partnership with the Chinese Shanxi Group to mine a fantastic copper deposit lying in the heart of the Congolese savannah. Ministers were congratulating themselves on this handy PR coup before the elections. The golden boys from the City were popping open the champagne. But at the same time, Carmin is paying their last res- pects to one of their executives who had died in suspicious cir- cumstances, while French Services have called in their top secret agent to find a hot dossier gone missing in the east Congo. But the well-oiled machine grinds to a halt and a race against time sets off between a squad of mercenaries armed to the teeth, the crack engineer in charge of steering Kisanga, and a stubborn journalist who knows better than anyone that a sordid reality sometimes lies behind the fine speeches of the powerful. This story of manipulation, in which the truth lies hidden until the last page, unfolds against a backdrop of African economic change and the collusion of powers surrounding the poisoned treasure that is the wealth of its subsoil. Emmanuel Grand was born in 1966 and lives in the Paris region. TERMINUS BELZ (2014, SNCF Thriller Prize foreign sales: Aufbau, Salamandra) and LES SALAUDS DEVRONT PAYER (2016, - foreign sales: Aufbau, Neri Pozza) firmly established him in the landscape of the French social thriller. "Spies, manipulation, and ambushes give its edge to this crime novel combining a denunciation of neocolonialism with a breathtaking contemporary thriller." Paris Match



In 1969, in the north of Saigon, Sergeant Fremantle commands an American regiment. When, on his first tour of duty, the young recruit Billy Drake makes an error that could have proved fatal, the sergeant bails him out. Some time later in a rice paddy, Vietnamese peasants are massacred in error. Labeling the peasants as dangerous Vietcong, the affair is quickly wrapped up in favor of the Americans. Forty-seven years later, Drake is running in senatorial elections, while his old commander Fremantle is vegetating in a Michigan police station. To attract the Veteran electorate, Senator Drake makes play of his war exploits in Vietnam... But an ex-soldier, surely prompted by his political opponent, publicly contests his version of events. Drake’s PR manager goes to Fremantle to get him to support the senator on television. Fremantle knows that it’s a lie, but the prospect of gaining the leverage he needs to advance his position in the police decides him. He plays along with it. But one little lie leads to another... How far is he willing to compromise himself? The lies keep escalating, and everything Drake says requires more story-telling from Fremantle. Story-telling that eventually leads to Fremantle’s discharge and Drake’s losing the elections. Iain Levison was born in Scotland. His first novel Since the Layoffs (Soho Press, 50.000 copies sold) attracted much attention. His novel ARRÊTEZ-MOI LÀ! (2011, more than 30.000 copies sold) has been adapted to the screen. “A vitriolic critique of contemporary American excesses.” Lire



"An excellent geopolitical thriller." RTL
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Philippe Dessertine LE TALENT ASSASSINÉ (Fatal Talent)



Gilles Vervisch LE SECRET DE PLATON (Plato’s Secret)



Anne Carrière, February 2018, 250 pages



Michel Lafon, February 2018



◊ A fast-paced thriller involving dirty dealings at the Vatican, big finance and global geopolitics united against the idea of a common currency in the Middle East to help bring about peace. ◊ A strong, smart heroine ready to stand up to anyone it takes to further her ideas. Priests, cardinals and even Pope Benedict XVI will all gravitate around her. ◊ A refined, elegant writing style that suits the context of a precise point of view on the Middle Eastern political context – aimed at readers with some prior knowledge of the subject.



In 2012, in the secrecy of the Vatican’s great library, the most improbable symposium is taking place. The participants are economic theorists, specialists in sovereign debt, former and future heads of state. Their objective? To achieve peace in the Middle East by using the most tremendous monetary experiment of all time: the creation of the euro. They are convinced that the combination of pragmatism, high ideals and rationality can create a positive shock, enabling all concerned to extricate themselves from the spiral of war that has become the region’s tragic fate. However, what these experts did not understand is that they were dicing with the forbidden, with occult interests whose power far exceeds them – to the point of producing massive shock waves… Even the resignation of the last European pope? A story where all the events could be true, making the great monetary adventure the central theme of this breath-taking thriller where finance and geopolitics are as inextricably linked as in reality. But what if, behind the fictional account, his main objective were to understand the immense historic ambition of the European project and the creation of the Euro, before it is too late. Philippe Dessertine is a professor and director of the Institut de haute finance in Paris. He is a regular contributor to newspapers and a frequent guest on radio and TV shows. His previous books include LE GUÉ DU TIGRE (2012) and LA DÉCOMPRESSION (2010).



◊ A philosophical thriller. ◊ A fictional background that makes philosophy engaging and accessible, similar to Sophie’s World, by Jostein Gaarder and The Rule Of Four by Ian Caldwell & Dustin Thomason. ◊ Very relevant to our age: it addresses life’s fundamental questions. What if myths were real? ◊ The author is a philosophy lecturer who wrote numerous works that aim to make philosophy accessible by engaging with pop culture and topics of general interest!



Eminent philosophy teacher Eugène Loeve has taken his students to the island of Santorini, Crete, off which some claim Atlantis is submerged. Plato first wrote about the myth of Atlantis – but for him, this continent really existed and Professor Loeve seems to share his opinion! When he mysteriously disappears, is it because he was close to discovering the truth? Three of his students set off to find him: Étienne, the narrator of the novel, an anxious metaphysician who finds his only solace in philosophy; Cali, an inquisitive conspiracy theorist and dabbler; and the mysterious Phalène, a more rational thinker who is trying her hand at cultural journalism. They go on an extraordinary adventure that will take them from Crete to Italy, passing through France and ending up in a cave in Athens that could hold the key to the mystery. However, this is more than an adventure novel: through their discussions with their teachers and their travels, the students engage with a philosophical question that concerns us all. An entertaining story, and an enriching one, with lessons learned about classical history, mythology and the essential questions asked by philosophy: where do we come from? what should we live for? Born in 1974, Gilles Vervisch is a philosophy lecturer. He is the author of numerous works that aim to make philosophy accessible by engaging with pop culture and topics of general interest, including STAR WARS LA PHILO CONTRE-ATTAQUE, and COMMENT AI-JE PU CROIRE AU PERE NOËL ?. His ability to talk about philosophy in a simple and entertaining manner have made him a regular guest on TV and radio shows.
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Olivier Norek ENTRE DEUX MONDES (No-Man’s Land) Michel Lafon, October 2017, 480 pages



Bastien is a French policeman who knows this anarchic territory and the terrors it holds. When the foreign cop asks for his help, it forces him to open his eyes to the reality and make a choice – even if it places him in danger. Olivier Norek moves away from the Paris Suburbs – and delivers yet again with this impeccable plot full of twists and turns, and his unique ability to find humanity in the darkest places.



◊ Rights sold in: Germany (Verlags Gruppe Random House), Spain (Grijalbo), Italy (Rizzoli), WE (Quercus MacLehose Press). ◊ 50,000 copies sold. ◊ Film rights sold to Hugo Productions, the team behind Dark Places with Charlize Theron ant The Crime of the Orient Express with Kenneth Branagh and Glenn Close. ◊ Prix du Polar Le Parisien 2017. ◊ Realistic without sentimentality, with enthralling moments of emotion. ◊ A topical subject with wide ranging implications.



Olivier Norek is a lieutenant in Greater Paris police investigation Bureau with 18 years experience. He is the author of three widely acclaimed best-selling thrillers and winner of several prestigious literary prizes. “A masterclass in cruelty and humanity.” Le Point “An electroshock, an excellent crime novel and a shattering exposé. 5 Stars.” Le Parisien



Olivier Norek THE CAPITAINE COSTE TRILOGY 1. CODE 93 2. TERRITOIRES (TURFS) 3. SURTENSIONS (HIGH VOLTAGE) Michel Lafon, 2013-2016



◊ Harsh situations yet humanity. Masterful handling of suspense. ◊ A novel that offers an assessment of migrants’ situation around the world, from their difficult journeys to the lives of the police and the local populations around them. ◊ Two men from different cultures who have nothing in common become fast friends, bound by their values and their love for their families. ◊ A powerful and moving novel that exposes both the best and the worst of what people are capable of. ◊ The author’s in-depth investigative journalism adds to the novel’s authenticity.



An exposé-novel that offers a clear-eyed view of life in migrant camps, and includes everyone there, from the migrants themselves to the humanitarian-aid volunteers, the police hovering on the outskirts and the local population. Fleeing a murderous regime and a war-torn country, Adam has sent his wife Nora and daughter Maya 6,000 kilometres away to a place where they can wait for him in safety. The plan is for him to join them quickly and organise their new life together. However, when he arrives he finds they have disappeared. What he discovers is a lawless no-man’s land for damned souls in which the police dare not set foot, giving carte blanche to a murderer…



◊ Rights sold as 3-book deal: Spain (Grijalbo:PRH), Czech Republic (Prah), WE (Quercus MacLehose Press), Russia (Eksmo), Poland (Wam / Mando). ◊ TV adaptation rights sold to Kwai Productions. ◊ Code 93: 120.000 copies sold ◊ Territoires 70.000 copies sold ◊ Surtensions 90.000 copies sold



Olivier Norek’s best-selling and multi-award winning Crime trilogy “The master of the thriller.” Elle “Electroshock !” Le Point



From the very first crime, Adam decides to get involved. Why? Simply because he’s a cop and because confronted with the fading hope that he will see Nora again, it’s the only way to stop himself going mad. 49



THRILLER / NOIR



Dominique Sylvain LES INFIDÈLES (The Unfaithful)



Dominique Sylvain KABUKICHO



Viviane Hamy, October 2016, 286 pages



Viviane Hamy, February 2018, 350 pages



◊ We do not handle Polish rights for this title. ◊ A criminal investigation into the worlds of both television news and the adultery business. ◊ An investigator who is motivated by a search for his own identity, whose new partner inspires new aspirations in him. ◊ The style is an enjoyable combination of crime fiction and the search for self-fulfillment.



Dominique Sylvain is back with a hard-hitting, off-beat thriller that explores infidélity 2.0 with a scalpel. While she is preparing a documentary on adultery, Salomé Jolain, a young journalist and rising star for TV24, was brutally murdered. Her body was found in a bin in a square in the XV arrondissement in Paris, a stone’s throw away from the Licorne hotel. Disturbingly, her mobile phone and handheld camera had disappeared. The investigation is entrusted to commanding officer Gabriel Bernier, a brave bobby with a complicated private life, and his Superintendent Gabriel Maze, whose “astounding physique unsettles both the sexes equally”. The list of suspects contains all the friends and family of the young girl, but one name stands out for the investigators: Alice Kléber, the victim’s aunt and the creator of the website lovealibi.com, which provides amateurs of extramarital affairs with excuses and easy key evidence to justify their absences… a link that cannot be a mere coincidence. Dominique Sylvain was born in 1957 in Lorraine. She lived for many years in Tokyo, the city to which she dedicated her first novel BAKA! (1995). She is very familiar with Japanese culture and positively worships the novelist, Haruki Murakami. She also won of a lot of prices, namely the Grand Prix des lectrices de Elle in 2005 for PASSAGE DU DÉSIR. Her sixteen novels have all been published by les Éditions Vivane Hamy.



◊ We do not handle Polish rights for this title. ◊ Winner of: Prix Roman Interpol’art 2017. ◊ Complex characters who toy with reality, lying to themselves with a mix of ancestral reserve and exhibitionism of the soul ◊ An anthropic novel that reveals a surprising slice of Nippon society, in which good and evil are inextricably intertwined. ◊ The novel’s construction is anti-academic: a murder right at the beginning serves as a pretext for a profound immersion into the outer limits of madness and human torment



Yudai was so well-known in Tokyo’s Kabukicho district that he even inspired a manga. This novel portrays the violently complicated life of a host in a host club. Deep in Tokyo’s red-light district, Eros and Thanatos are closely entwined : a heinous murder takes place and an investigation is conducted at lightning speed. The seductive Yudai is a talented gigolo of Kabukicho. In this universe full of appearances and false confidence, he has made a friend, Kate Sanders, a young British woman and hostess at the Gaïa Club owned by the elegant Sanae. When Kate disappears in mysterious circumstances, Yudai, and her flatmate and colleague, Marie, are overcome with worry. Alerted by a disturbing photo of Kate asleep and a message sent to his mobile, Kate’s father, Jason Sanders, lands in Tokyo to try to find out what has happened to his daughter. He moves heaven and earth and steps up the investigation which is unfolding at a rhythm set by the seemingly very calm Superintendent Yamada. But still waters run deep. Yamada locates the victim’s mobile near Lake Chiba and manages to find the body; Kate has been tied up and buried alive in her prettiest dress. Which mysterious lover had she met that day? The Kabukicho trap seems to have closed over her.
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(RE)DISCOVERED WRITER Magda Szabó ABIGAËL



Viviane Hamy, September 2017, 400 pages



◊ Rights sold in: Poland. ◊ Offers from UK & Spain. ◊ 10,000 copies of the French edition sold. ◊ A true page-turner for both youngsters and adults. ◊ Considered to be one of the giants of contemporary Hungarian literature, Magda Szabo’s works were published in almost 42 countries ◊ Since 2003, when La Porte was unanimously awarded the Prix Femina Etranger, Viviane Hamy strives to ensure that the works of this exceptional writer and woman, who was among the first to resist the communist regime, are read and re-read.



One of Szabó’s most popular novels made into a television series in 1978. It was also chosen as the most-read novel in Hungary. Gina is being sent away to boarding school. Her adored father has announced it without any explanation. She must forget her old life and join, in a faraway province, Matula, a very strict Calvinist school, renowned for its quality education. A spoilt child, who stubbornly resists rules and rituals, she is soon set apart. The only way she can survive is to make an escape which ends in pitiful failure. In despair, the teenager turns to Abigaël, the statue at the bottom of the garden, and confides her sorrows in her. According to an old Matulian tradition, Abigaël helps all those who ask. And, miraculously, the guardian angel comes to them! A series of fantastical adventures lifts Gina from purgatory and helps her understand both her father’s painful decision and the meaning of the words “honour”, “solidarity” and “friendship”. Hungary’s foremost woman novelist Magda Szabo was born in 1917. Talented Magda was a poet, dramatist, essayist, novelist and also an actress. Magda’s works were banned from publication during the Stalinist rule covering the period 1949 to 1956. Magda’s first novel, ‘Fresko’ published in 1958 turned to be a huge success. Her novel The Door sold over 250,000 copies in France.



Blaise Cendrars LA MAIN COUPÉE (The Severed Hand and Other War Stories) Denoël, New Edition October 2013, 448 pages



◊ This volume compiles for the very first time Cendrars’ most important war stories: LA MAIN COUPÉE (The Severed Hand), L’ÉGOUTIER DE LONDRES (The Sewer worker of London), DANS LE SILENCE DE LA NUIT (In the Silence of the night), J’AI TUÉ (I killed) and J’AI SAIGNÉ (I bled). ◊ Previously translated into English (under the title Lice), Portuguese (Brazil), Czech and German. The rights have reverted and are currently available.



In August 1914, a young Swiss poet living in Paris volunteers to join the French army. After being transferred to the Foreign Legion, Blaise Cendrars (1887-1961) fights on the front at the Somme, and then participates in the considerable offensive in the Champagne district. Severely wounded whilst assaulting German trenches on September 28, 1915, his right arm, the very one he uses to fight and write, is amputated, making him the most famous armless writer in French literature. During his extensive and versatile career, Cendrars wrote about that life-turning year spent at the Front, and his many memories of the Great War. The Former caporal condemns the ideologies that unleashed and exploited violence, and sides with the men who fought and suffered like he did. With cold clarity, he demonstrates how European civilization betrayed its values and turned into a bloodthirsty monster. A great figure of modern poetry, a close friend of Apollinaire, Chagall and Léger, the author of La Prose du Transsibérien (Prose of the Trans-Siberian), Moravagine and L’Homme foudroyé (A Man Struck by Lightning) also stands as a major witness of WWI, the conflict that damaged the contemporary world beyond repair, and wreaked havoc on his life as a man and writer. “La Main coupée pays tribute to fallen or missing comrades by restoring their identities and casting a humane light onto the inhumanity of the front.” Le Magazine Littéraire



51



(RE)DISCOVERED WRITER



Georges Pérec QUEL PETIT VÉLO À GUIDON CHROMÉ AU FOND DE LA COUR?



Georges Pérec W OU LE SOUVENIR D’ENFANCE Denoël, 1975



Denoël, 1966-2014, 90 pages



◊ 385,000 copies sold ◊ Rights sold in: UK (Harvill Press), USA/Canada (Godine), Germany (Diaphanes), Spain (Alpha Decay) / World Castilian, Italy (Baldini & Castoldi), Israel (Babel), Turkey (Metis), Czech Republic (Rubato), Sweden (Modernista), Norway (Solum forlag). ◊ 110,00 copies sold



A brilliant literary fantasy exceptional language explorer.



by



Georges



Perec,



This short novel is set in France during the Algerian War. Between Invalides and Montparnasse, the narrator tells the story of his friend Henri Pollack, and how he dragged his friends into a crazy adventure. By day, Henri Pollak is a sergeant, and a bohemian artist by night. Whenever he is away from the barracks, he rides his small bike with a chrome handlebar dressed in civilian clothes, and meets up with his friends to have a few drinks and speak about life, literature and poetry. One evening, Henri asks his friends to help one of his comrades get out of military service. The guy in question, who bears the name of Kara-something (throughout the story, his name is constantly mispronounced, to the extent that his actual name remains a mystery) was drafted to go to Algeria to fight. After giving the matter a good thinking, they decide that Kara-something had better pretend to suffer from psychiatric problems. All he has to do is stage a mocksuicide, and leave a note so crazy that he will be considered a lunatic when he wakes up. Kara is so happy about the plan that he celebrates and drinks all night, and only wakes up the morning after to the sound of the fanfare, just in time to leave for Algeria. “A short story brimming with figures of speech, as always with Perec, to be read in one go like a prose poem.” Midi Libre “One never ceases to rediscover the works of Perec, and that is how it should be.” Le Figaro Littéraire



◊ Rights sold to: United Kingdom (Harvill), USA/Canada (Godine), Germany (Diaphanes), Sweden (Modernista), Spain (Castilian – Menoscuarto, Catalan - L’Avenç), Chile (Lom), Italy (Einaudi), Japan (Suisei Sha), China (Nanjing University Press), Korea (Woongjin Think Big), Taïwan (Unitas Publishing Co), Turkey (Metis), Poland (Lokator Media), Czech Republic (Rubato), Netherlands (De Arbeiderspers), Ukraine (Poulsary), Romania (Casa Cartii), Russia (Limbakh/non-exclusive), Egypt (Arabic/NCT).



A semi-autobiographical work of fiction by Georges Perec that consists of alternating chapters of autobiography and of a fictional story, divided into two parts. The autobiographical thread is a collection of uncertain memories, as well as descriptions of photos which preserve moments from Perec's childhood. The memories in the first part of the book lead up to Perec's separation from his mother when he was evacuated in the Second World War. The second part recollects his life as an evacuee. The adult narrator sometimes provides interpretations of the childhood memories, and often comments on details of the memories which his research showed to be false or borrowed. Like much of Perec's work, W is characterized by word play. The title W is a pun on "double vé/vie", referring to the two lives and two stories narrated in the text. Georges Perec (1936-1982) needs no introduction. This lover of the French language experimented with it, and pushed its boundaries as a writer, and as a member of the Oulipo (Ouvroir de Littérature Potentielle). QUEL PETIT VÉLO À GUIDON CHROMÉ AU FOND DE LA COUR ? (1966) is the second novel published by Perec, right after LES CHOSES (1965, winner of the Renaudot Prize). His stellar career also includes instant classics such as LA DISPARITION (1969), W OU LE SOUVENIR D’ENFANCE (1975) and LA VIE MODE D’EMPLOI (1978, winner of the Médicis Prize).
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