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BEST-SELLERS 2016 



and change the direction of the history of humanity and extract it from the opaque misfortune in which it is currently sinking.



Alain Badiou NOTRE MAL VIENT DE PLUS LOIN (The Damage Comes from Farther Afield)



Alain Badiou treats these attacks as a violent symptom of a serious illness of our contemporary world and tries to indicate the requirements needed and the possible ways to a long-term recovery.



Fayard, 64 pages, January 2016



Born in Rabat, Morocco in 1937, Alain Badiou is a leading French philosopher. He has reclaimed for the radical left the concepts of being, truth and the subject. A lifelong communist, and a Professor Emeritus at the École normale supérieure, Alain Badiou is also a playwright and a novelist. In addition to several novels, plays and political essays, he has published a number of major philosophical works, including Theory of the Subject, Being and Event, Manifesto for Philosophy, and Gilles Deleuze.



“Philosopher Alain Badiou is our living national treasure.” — Le Point “Badiou shows with great clarity that what the media call the “radicalization” of Muslims is no more nor less than the growth of fascism.” — L’Obs



◊



On the best-seller list in France!



◊



Rights sold in: German (Ullstein), Italian (Einaudi), Spanish (Capital Intellectual), Korean (Jaeum & Moeum Publishing), English (Polity Press), Serbian (Akademska Knjiga), Turkish (Monokl Yayinlari)



◊



A short essay, drawn from an exceptional lecture given immediately after the November 13th massacres.



◊



Rather than exacerbating feelings that are already running high, fed as they are by the media maelstrom and the political classes, this renowned philosopher offers a global analysis of the terror attacks in Paris.



◊



Alain Badiou provides readers with a remarkable yet analysis, which points to our true foe: fascism, the product of moribund capitalism.



According to Badiou, our society suffers from the lack of a policy separated from hegemonic capitalism. As long as another strategical proposal is not made, the world will remain in an essential disorientation. Everyone can try 6



“In just a few dozen pages, Alain Badiou offers a coherent vision of the world, a world that no longer has any margin; since globalized capitalism dominates the planet.” — Politis
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Alain Badiou LA VRAIE VIE (True Life: A Call To The Corruption Of The Youth) Fayard, September 2016, 120 pages



A short philosophical and subversive essay, calling to the corruption of the youth. This illuminating text is meant to explain to young people the issues that they face, without them really realizing it, and the challenges they have to take up. It brings a breath of fresh air and it opens up new perspectives. To the author, the fundamental question of philosophy is the question of true life. The author focuses on three main points: first, on the stakes of being young in our time: the end of the traditional society, a sense of freedom combined with a lack of direction in life, the temptation of the all-instantaneous. He urges them to build modernity by allying the young and the old, the poor and the middleclass.



◊



Rights sold to: Polity Press (English), Suhrkamp (German), Ponte alle grazie (Italian), Geulhangari (Korean), Mindspace (Danish) Sel Yayincilik (Turkey), Tankekraft (Sweden) and Spanish rights are under negotiation.



◊



Seventy-eight-year-old philosopher Alain Badiou exhorts the youth to take risks and to change the world. By taking the example of Socrates - who was sentenced to death for creating disorder in the city by corrupting the youth Alain Badiou keeps the original vocation of philosophy alive.



◊



Alain Badiou addresses the young generation, who find themselves on the verge of a new era, between the ruins of a traditional world that they have to destroy and a modern world they have to invent.



◊



The philosopher encourages young people to free themselves from capitalism and opportunist fascism: conformism, the obsession with social and economic success, and immediate pleasure.



◊



Following a series of lectures that Alain Badiou gave to high-schoolers, he decided to write this letter to the young.



He then points out that what once made a boy a man was taking power. Nowadays, he feels that there is no real initiation process anymore, which can lead to an endless teenage and immature life. While he thinks that the contemporary world is more adapted to women, who are mature from a very young age. Born in Rabat, Morocco in 1937, Alain Badiou is a leading French philosopher. He has reclaimed for the radical left the concepts of being, truth and the subject. A lifelong communist, and a Professor Emeritus at the École normale supérieure, Alain Badiou is also a playwright and a novelist. In addition to several novels, plays and political essays, he has published a number of major philosophical works, including Theory of the Subject, Being and Event, Manifesto for Philosophy, and Gilles Deleuze.
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Michel Chevalier & Gérald Mazzalovo MANAGEMENT ET MARKETING DU LUXE (Luxury Brand Management. A World of Privilege) Dunod, February 2015, 400 pages



updated. What defines a luxury brand? Traditional wisdom suggests that it's one that's selective and exclusive—to such a degree that only one brand can exist within each retail category (automobiles, fragrances, cosmetics, etc.). But this definition is inherently restrictive, failing to take into account the way in which luxury brands today are increasingly identified as such by their placement in stores and how consumers perceive them. This revised and updated edition of Luxury Brand Management, the first comprehensive book on luxury brand management, looks at the world of branding today. Michel Chevalier is an expert in luxury brand management and retailing. A consultant with EIM in Paris and a visiting professor of luxury marketing and retailing at HEC and Paris-Dauphine University in Paris. Gérald Mazzalovo is visiting Professor at Instituto de Empresa (Madrid), Université Paris-Dauphine, and Université Lumière in Lyon. A former consultant at Arthur Andersen, he has held the positions of president or CEO at luxury companies such as Ferragamo, Loewe, Bally, and Clergerie.



◊



Rights sold to: Italy, Mainland China, Taiwan, Hong Kong and Macao, the UK and the USA.



◊



More than 25,000 copies sold of the French edition since its first publication!



◊



Written by two renowned insiders, the book builds on this new, broader definition of luxury and examines more than 450 internationally known brands from a wide range of industries.



◊



Packed with new information covering the financial crisis's impact on luxury brands, and looking towards a new period of growth, the book reconciles management, marketing, and creation with real-life examples and management tools that the authors have successfully used in their professional careers.



◊



Includes dedicated chapters focusing on each of the main functions of a luxury brand, including brand creation, the complexity of managing brand identity, the convergence of arts and brands, and much more.



The definitive guide to managing a luxury brand, newly revised and 8
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Marc Dugain & Christophe Labbé L’HOMME NU LE LIVRE NOIR DE LA RÉVOLUTION NUMÉRIQUE (The Naked Man, The Black Book of Digital Revolution) Plon, 320 pages, April 2016



empires gather zillions of data reports daily and share them with the American intelligence services. Soon, the association between the Big Data and intelligence services will be more powerful than all countries of the world collectively. This supremacy of data will sound the death knell for each individual’s privacy. Yet, there is no escaping this downward spiral. Marc Dugain is a novelist, who has built, since 1999, an acclaimed body of work and won numerous literary awards. His works are tremendously successful, both in France and abroad. His novel UNE EXÉCUTION ORDINAIRE sold more than 80.000 copies, while AVENUE DES GÉANTS and L’EMPRISE both sold more than 60.000 copies. He is also a director and screenwriter, and produced documentaries: on the wreck of the submarine Koursk and on the crash of the MH 370. Christophe Labbé is Director of investigation reporting at the weekly magazine Le Point. He is an expert on intelligence services, police and security issues. He is the author of PLACE BEAUVAU and L’ESPION DU PRÉSIDENT.



◊



80,000 copies sold!



◊



Rights sold in: China (Shanghaï Scientific), Spain (Omega), Italy(Damiani), Taiwan (Rye Field Publications) and Japan (Chikuma Shobo)



◊



World Arab rights under negotiation!



◊



A very well documented essay about what the Big Data System knows about us and is currently building to know all about us tomorrow essential to read in our nowadays period of time.



◊



Marc Dugain is well-known as a novelist but, as he always wrote his novels on a solid documentation basis, it is rightful that he also matches success with an essay!



Orwell’s 1984 depicted a violent dictatorship. If not as brutal, the advent of a world ruled by Big Data in the next few decades will be no less ominous. The demise of Greek philosophy is coming, and with it the end of an era for humanity. The digital revolution, triggered by the Internet, led to the advent of monstrous entities, the Big Data (Google, Amazon, Apple, Facebook, etc.). These data 9
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Luc Ferry LA RÉVOLUTION TRANSHUMANISTE (The Transhumanism Revolution) Plon, April 2016, 216 pages



How biotechnology, collaborative economy and the uberisation of the world will revolutionize our lives. Enabling the reader to understand and become aware of the exact nature of the economic, scientific and medical revolutions currently underway, as well as the ethical, spiritual and metaphysical changes that these new technologies entail: this is the book’s purpose. The transhumanist revolution is not science fiction: biotechnology is already able to modify our species in a potentially irreversible way, as it has done for many years to “GMO” corn, rice and wheat. In this context, a new ideology has developed in the United States, with its prophets and experts, named “transhumanism”. It is a powerful movement supported by companies such as Google, and it has its own research centers, as prestigious as they are financially successful.



◊



Rights sold in: Bulgaria (Colibri), China (China South Booky), Turkey (Kültür Yayinlan), the Netherlands (De Arbeiderspers), Spain (Allianza).



◊



44,000 copies sold!



◊



Truly impressive research coupled with ethical and pragmatic reflections that go beyond the divisions between “bio-progressives” and “bio-conservatives”.



◊



Luc Ferry issues a warning about the hegemony of the huge American firms known as GAFA – Google, Apple, Facebook, Amazon, et al. – who bait us with promises of autonomy and privacy, the better to spy on us, keep tabs on us and sell us.



◊



The philosopher calls for a general raising of awareness as well as for stronger political regulation in Europe while there’s still time.



Europe is only now starting to become aware of a phenomenon that has been taking place for over 15 years in the USA: trans-humanism, an ideology based on the idea of urging medicine and technology to find ways to improve humans, to the point of preparing a post-humanism. 10



The same is true of the new technologies – nanotechnology, processing of “big data” circulating on the Internet, biotechnology, robotics and artificial intelligence. Regarding this revolution, our watchword must be “regulation”, in order to set limits that are intelligent and judicious, if we can. These technologies have two characteristics that allow them to easily evade ordinary democratic processes: they develop at breakneck speed and understanding them is extremely difficult, mastering them even more so. Not only is the scientific and theoretical knowledge required to grasp them far beyond the limited reach of political and public opinion, but the economic power behind them is huge, not to say excessive. Philosopher, former Minister of Education, Luc Ferry is the author of numerous bestsellers, including APPRENDRE À VIVRE (Learning To Live), 2006; LA SAGESSE DES MYTHES (The Wisdom Of Myths), 2008; LA RÉVOLUTION DE L’AMOUR (The Revolution Of Love), 2010; and L’INNOVATION DESTRUCTRICE (Destructive Innovation), 2014, more than 20,000 copies sold! and rights sold to: J’ai lu (French paperback), Munhakdongne (Korea), Editorial Objetiva (Brazil).
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Antoine Leiris VOUS N’AUREZ PAS MA HAINE (You Will Not Have My Hatred) Fayard, April 2016, 100 pages



"On Friday night you stole the life of an exceptional being, the love of my life, the mother of my son, but you won't have my hatred. I don't know who you are and I don't want to know - you are dead souls. If this God for which you kill indiscriminately made us in his own image, every bullet in the body of my wife will have been a wound in his heart.So no, I don't give you the gift of hating you. You are asking for it but responding to hatred with anger would be giving in to the same ignorance that made you what you are. You want me to be afraid, to view my fellow countrymen with mistrust, to sacrifice my freedom for security. You have lost. I saw her this morning. Finally, after many nights and days of waiting. She was just as beautiful as when she left on Friday night, just as beautiful as when I fell hopelessly in love over 12 years ago. Of course I'm devastated with grief, I admit this small victory, but it will be short-lived. I know she will accompany us every day and that we will find ourselves in this paradise of free souls to which you'll never have access. We are two, my son and I, but we are stronger than all the armies of the world.



◊



Rights sold to: US (Penguin US), UK (Harvill Secker), Germany (Blanvalet), Netherlands (Atlas/ Contact), Sweden (Atlantis), Denmark (Gyldendal), Norway (Solum), Italy (Corbaccio), Portugal (Penguin Random House), Hungary (Libri), Spain (Peninsula), Catalan (Ediciones 62), Greece (Stereoma), Poland (Sonia Draga), Russia (Emiro), Czech Republic (Malvern), Romania (Nemira), Turkey (Kafka Books), Egypt (Al Arabi Publishing), Korea (Sam&Parkers), China (Shanghai 99), Taiwan (Acme) & Japan (Poplar), Bulgaria (Ciela).



◊



180,000 copies sold in France!



◊



A strong and moving testimony of a bereaved widower.



◊



The willingness to fight for life.



◊



An inspiring short book full of hope.



I don't have any more time to devote to you, I have to join Melvil who is waking up from his nap. He is barely 17-months-old. He will eat his meals as usual, and then we are going to play as usual, and for his whole life this little boy will threaten you by being happy and free. Because no, you will not have his hatred either." Antoine Leiris, 34 years old, journalist, lost his wife, Hélène, on the night of the terrorist attack in Paris on November 13, leaving him alone with his 17 month old son, Melvil.



« Dans ce journal intime ciselé, poétique et bouleversant, l’auteur décrit les douze jours qui ont suivi la mort de sa femme. » – L’Obs « Dans le sillage de la lettre, cette version longue est un adieu bouleversant à sa bien aimée. » – Le Journal du Dimanche



After losing his wife on the night of the terrorist attack on November 13, Antoine Leiris wrote this heartbreaking open letter to his wife’s killers, vowing not to give them “satisfaction of hating you”. This powerful text, that you might have read, was first posted on Facebook and has since been shared thousands of times around the world. 11
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Mathias Malzieu JOURNAL D’UN VAMPIRE EN PYJAMA (Diary Of A Vampire In Pyjamas)



repeatedly stabbed in the chest with a stake-like instrument. He will need a bone marrow transplant and will now be reliant on the blood of other people to survive – Mathias realises he has become a real-life vampire.



Albin Michel, January 2016, 136 pages



The author tells us his journey to recovery, which includes long periods of hospitalisation. And even when he is not in hospital, he must avoid physical strain and contact with others. Mathias is a man used to a 'rock'n'roll' lifestyle and has a girlfriend, so these strict requirements make his recovery process a living hell. In order to deal with his surreal new circumstances, Mathias retreats into the world of fiction. His new identity as a 'fragile monster' sends his imagination in all kinds of mythical directions and identifies with many characters from Robert Louis Stevenson's Jekyll and Hyde to F. Scott Fitzgerald's Benjamin Button. After months of chemotherapy and waiting, he undergoes the bone marrow transplant and survives. He is overjoyed to return to the 'land of the living', and grateful to all who have helped him along the way.



◊



Prix France Télévisions 2016.



◊



English sample available.



◊



Rights already sold to: World English (Quercus, Hachette, Germany (Penguin Random House), World Spanish (Penguin Random House) & Italy (Feltrinelli).



◊



Already over 100,000 copies sold in France!



◊



On top of best-sellers lists since the release!



◊



A fantastical approach of the disease full of light-hearted humor.



◊



A beautiful, sincere and poetic writing style.



◊



An emotional journey where the authors gives a very human account of his illness.



◊



Mathias Malzieu’s both riveting and poetic memoir on life and death, is a unique feel good book that stays long after.



After feeling suddenly very old and tired, Mathias, 40 years old, discovers that he is suffering from bone marrow depression, which is draining his blood of its vital substances. The diagnosis process involves him being 12



Mathias Malzieu, musician and writer, is the lead singer of the French band Dionysos. His second book, LA MECANIQUE DU CŒUR (THE BOY WITH A CUCKOO-CLOCK HEART) in 2007, sold more than a million copies and has been translated in 22 languages.



« Mathias Malzieu a tiré de son expérience de la maladie un livre de bord poétique et décalé. » – Le Monde des Livres « Formidable roman d’aventures, qui ne tombe jamais dans le pathos, le morbide ou le tragique. Au contraire, l’auteur n’élude rien de ce qui lui arrive et transcende la maladie d’une plume poétique comme il l’a toujours fait. » – Le Parisien
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Victoire Maçon Dauxerre JAMAIS ASSEZ MAIGRE (No Such Thing as Too Thin Journal of a Supermodel) Les Arènes, January 2016, 250 pages



◊



50,000 copies sold!



◊



Rights sold: Germany (Piper Verlag) Italy (Chiarelettere), U.K/Word English (Harper Collins).



◊



The uplifting story of a young woman who has chosen to embrace life.



◊



The author lives in London. She speaks fluently English.



◊



A hard-hitting exposé of the hidden face of fashion.



◊



A book that explains how it is possible to fall into the spiral of anorexia.



We follow her as she strives to become ever thinner and we witness the psychological brainwashing meted out by the fashion executives and the photographers, who never cease to remind her that food is her enemy. Victoire Maçon Dauxerre was born in Paris in 1992. She is currently studying drama at an English school and learning her trade as an actress.



Former model Victoire Maçon Dauxerre’s account of the hidden face of fashion and her path to recovery from anorexia: In the summer of her 17th year, she became a model. Six months later, she participated in a fashion show in New York and became part of the highly select circle of the 20 most in-demand supermodels in the world. But her dream ultimately led to anorexia and to hospital. 13



BEST-SELLERS 2016



Juan Martin Guevara & Armelle Vincent MON FRÈRE, LE Offer (Che, My Brother) Calmann Levy, April 2016, 300 pages



October 9th, 1967, he and his siblings formed an unspoken agreement never to share memories of their deceased brother outside of the Guevara family clan. For nearly half a century, Juan Martin has maintained the silence, though faithfully dogged by his brother’s. Juan Martin today feels bound to speak out, to “share what he knows of his brother” before it is too late. We discover a close-knit and bohemian clan of five siblings, raised by a couple of eccentric and upper middle-class Argentinians, Ernesto Guevara and Celia de La Serna. Guevara senior is portrayed as a colorful character, a quirky man of various professions, minus the qualifications, who, in theory, did not share his son’s revolutionary ideas. Guevara’s mother is seen as a capable and courageous woman, a Francophile and a fervent admirer of guerilla warfare. Arrested in April 1963, after a six months stay in Cuba, Europe and Brazil, she would be the family’s first political prisoner.



◊



We do not handle Polish rights!



◊



Ongoing auction for Spanish language!



◊



Rights sold in Russia (Eksmo/Exem), Italy (Giunti), Portugual (Objectiva - Portugal only), World English (Polity Press), Germany (Klett-Cotta), Czech Republic (Epocha).



◊



10,000 copies sold.



◊



In an unprecedented biography, we are invited into the Guevara family fold.



◊



An intimate and immersive account that reads like a novel. Juan Martin shows an incredible optimism by keeping alive his brother’s belief in a better world .



◊



Armelle Vincent’s journalist writing is both discreet enough to forget that we are reading an account yet her writing brings strength and depth to the testimony.



◊



This book has a photographic section.



Juan Martin Guevara is Ernesto “Che” Guevara’s youngest brother, fifteen years his junior. At the time of Che’s death in the Bolivian maquis on 14



Juan Martin describes Ernesto’s relationships with his siblings and parents alike, showing how, each in its own way, would contribute to the Comandante’s emotional and political awakening. We discover Che, the caring, protective and darkly humorous elder brother ever ready to play tricks and to go on jaunts, and Che the political leader during a crisis, in Cuba, in 1959, when Juan Martin spent two months at his brother’s side. And of course there is Che the idealist, the impromptu vagabond and the explorer, drifting with the wind in search of adventure. Juan Martin also gives us the story of his own political struggles during the Years of Lead in Argentina, including eight years spent in prison for his political activities and his relationship to Che. He also tells of Che’s children, living in the shadow of their father, the myth, and sheds light on Cuba today and, in particular, the political and spiritual heritage of el Che. Juan Martin Guevara is 71. He spent eight years in prison, condemned by the military junta for his association with the Frente Antiimperialista y por el Socialismo and his relationship to Che. He recently founded the non-profit organization «Por las huellas del Che» (In the Footsteps of Che). Armelle Vincent is a journalist based in Los Angeles. She writes for the Point and Figaro. Her close acquaintance with Che Guevara’s youngest brother dates from July 2007, when she traveled to Buenos Aires.
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HIGHLIGHTS Diane Ducret LADY SCARFACE Perrin, April 2016, 420 pages



blonde woman with wavy hair pulls up the collar of her fur coat, tugs on her leather gloves and tries to hide her face. But it’s impossible to hide when you’re the wife of the most notorious gangster in the country, Public Enemy No. 1. She extricates a nude leg from the car, her black-heeled pumps dashing by the flashes and questions of the reporters. No comment, she doesn’t talk. You never talk when you’re the wife of a Mafioso. ....Mae Capone, the most mysterious and secretive of the Mob women, is the heir of a saga that commenced 3 decades earlier, when women, at the start of the 20th century, began a revolution by taking part in shady activities, and decided to take power in the illicit milieu, with or against the men.” A former student of the prestigious École Normale Supérieure and of the Sorbonne, historian, philosopher, and journalist, Diane Ducret is the author the bestselling titles FEMMES DE DICTATEUR I & II (Perrin, 2011, 2012) and CORPUS EQUI (Perrin, 2013). She has presented the Forum de l’histoire on the History channel and produced documentaries for the programme «Des Racines et des Ailes» on French television. Her most recent title is LA CHAIR INTERDITE (Albin Michel, 2014)



◊



Was No.3 on the History bestseller list!



◊



Rights sold in Poland (Znak).



◊



FEMMES DE DICTATEUR: over 600 000 copies sold worldwide with foreign rights sold in 23 countries!



“These dames can kill with more than just their looks”. Discover the women of the Mafia underworld: wives, mistresses and gangsters in their own right!” From the Chicago brothels to Hollywood, they are called Ada and Mina Everleigh, “The Empresses of Vice”; Mary Margaret Collins, “the ‘Kiss of Death’ girl”; Louise Rolfe “the Blonde alibi”; Thelma Todd, and Virginia Hill: they are the companions of fortune and misfortune , of whisky, drugs and Al Capone’s interminable parties, of Bugsy Siegel and Lucky Luciano. Pursued by FBI head J. Edgar Hoover and Elliott Ness, they are the muses of the Prohibition. Runaways, rebels, free spirits, they have chosen to be “Lady Scarface”, in life and in death. Excerpt: “28 February 1938. The photographers crowd in, jostling each other against the opaque windows of the sedan that stops right in front of the pier. A 15



HIGHLIGHTS



Magali Delaloye UNE HISTOIRE ÉROTIQUE DU KREMLIN : D’IVAN-LETERRIBLE À RAÏSSA GORBATCHEV (An Erotic History of the Kremlin: from Ivan the Terrible to Raisa Gorbatchev) Payot, September 2016, 384 pages



Kremlin” of the libertine Lenin, the scandalous Alexandra Kollontai – the high priestess of polyamory – and Stalin, the man who eliminated women, this book invites readers on a journey to the heart of one of the world’s most mysterious places of power, where, for centuries, the personal and the political have been inexplicably interwoven, for better and for worse. On the menu: as many characters as in a Russian novel; powerful stories of love, friendship and hatred; a multitude of styles of married life and a range of behaviors, some hidden and others on display (bigamy, homosexuality, alcoholism, pedophilia); crafty tricks and deadly serious struggles for survival. All together, this book offers both an in-depth reflection on women’s place in politics and a fascinatingly private history of a place of power. Magali Delaloye, historian specialized in Russia and the USSR, teaches at the University of Lausanne (Switzerland). Her book is coming out in time for the upcoming commemorations of the 1917 October Revolution and the renewed interest in Russian history it will generate. In addition, Gérard Depardieu will play Stalin in Fanny Ardant’s next film (scheduled for release in 2017 as well).



◊



Rights sold in: Russia (Rosspen).



◊



Promising young historian Magali Delaloye gets up-closeand-personal about the private lives of several centuries of inhabitants of the Kremlin, with a particular interest in women’s role in Russian political life.



◊



A behind-closed-doors history of a legendary place and its inhabitants; a cross between political history and women’s history.



◊



A fascinating book, that reads like a saga and will appeal to a wide readership.



Unpublished archive materials, little-known anecdotes and an unusual point of view on the private history of one of the world’s most impenetrable places of power ... and more generally, on women’s surprising impact on Russian life and mentality. From the six wives of Ivan the Terrible to the “First Ladies” Nina Khrushcheva, Viktoria Brezhneva and Raisa Gorbatcheva, via the “Red 16
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Lorànt Deutsch METRONOME Michel Lafon, September 2009, 384 pages



METRONOME 2 (The private life of Paris, from street to street) Michel Lafon, September 2016, 410 pages



Following the success of Métronome and Hexagone, Lorànt Deutsch returns to Paris to describe the very personal history of its streets. In METRONOME, Lorànt Deutsch gives us not an ordinary nor pompous guide, but he rather shares his discoveries that reflects his character: quick, entertaining and unpredictable. Let yourself be amazed by his discoveries connected to Paris Métro subway stations, and you will return from your trip wide-eyed and delighted by all these things you never suspected. In the second volume, this time, we are not exploring subway stations, but the major and minor thoroughfares that wrote the city’s history; avenues, boulevards and streets where we wander from one encounter to another: a house, a monument, an event, a crime. Life in fact. Take the plunge into the vibrant pages of Parisian history. Here, tomorrow’s art is being created; there, revolution is being planned; somewhere else, a scientist springs bleach upon the public; in yet another place, a gardener unwittingly invents Paris mushrooms. Words make their appearance throughout and you can find out about their Parisian origin: guillemets (quotation marks), argot (slang), égout (sewer), mégoter (to skimp)… Not to mention the rather sinful papal ‘week of four Thursdays’!



◊



Rights sold to: Germany (Ullstein), Italy (Ippocampo), Netherlands (Thomas Rapp), Sweden (Bucket List), Lithuania (UAB Media Group), Japan (Shinyusha), Korea (Joogang Books), Chinese simplified (Shanghai Translation Publishing House) Chinese complex (Business Weekly Publishing House) Russia (Veche), US (St. Martin Press).



◊



Métronome 1, published in 2009, has sold 2,500,000 copies in large format and been translated into 22 languages.



◊



A treasure trove of highly original discoveries and tales that bring to life all the corners and secrets of the capital before our eyes.



◊



A book that is genuinely for every kind of public. It will delight both scholars and neophytes with its singular, fascinating tour of Paris over the pages… and promise of walks to come!



You will not be meeting many powerful lords on these streets, though. It is the Paris of the people, of all the women and men who gave it its magic and soul. Lorànt Deutsch, actor on stage and on TV, keen student of history, and more recently a writer, is a hopeless lover of Paris.



“Un guide ludique, qui regorge d’anecdotes sur les trésors caches de la capitale.” Livres Hebdo “C’est savant et buissonier, erudite et bricolé, grave et souriant. (…) Saisies par Deutsch, les briques de l’histoire pèsent une plume!” Paris Match “Après le succès gigantesque de Métronome, Lorànt Deutsch rempile avec Métronome 2, cette fois consacré aux rues de Paris. (…) Carton assuré.” Union Presse



17



HIGHLIGHTS



Stefano Liberti IL SIGNORI DEL CIBO (The Lords Of Food Journeys In The Food Industry That Is Destroying The Planet) Minimum Fax, September 2016, 200 pages



developing countries, e.g. the PRC (People’s Republic of China), are also rapidly changing their eating habits, with a growing consumption of resourceand energy-intensive food, such as farmed meat. This potentially catastrophic situation is also an extraordinary business opportunity for groups investing in the sector. In an economic situation where investments in the financial market are increasingly risky, speculative capital is massively moving towards certain asset back-ups, including staple food pro- ducts, land for food production and the agro-food industry in general. Stefano Liberti (1974) is a journalist. His international reports appears since years on il manifesto and other major international newspapers and magazine. With his first book, about migration routes from Africa to Europe, he has won the 2010 Indro Montanelli Prize for Journalism, the Marco Luchetta Prize and the Carletti Prize for Social Journalism.



What critics said about Land Grabbing:



◊



The over-population business will be the most profitable businessin the near future.



◊



Major financial groups, multination agri-business corporations and merchant banks are investing billions of dollars into producing and marketing a type of food which will become more and more expensive for consumers, and consequently more and more profitable for sellers.



◊



Rights for Land Grabbing, Liberti’s previous reportage, have been sold to: World English (Verso books), Germany (Rotbuch), France (Rue de l’échiquier), Venezuela (Ed. Puntocero), Spain/South America (Taurus), Korea (Redian media), China (World Affair Press)



The world population is constantly increasing. In 2011 the 7 billion mark was reached. According to UN projections, the figure will reach 9 billion in 2050, with a gradual, increasingly worrying growth as food resources become scarcer and scarcer. A huge population bomb is expected to bust in the near future. Not only is the availability of food becoming inadequate; some densely populated newly 18



“This book is simply marvelous, prefectly correct in its observations and smart in its conclusions. We have fun and we learn at the same time in every page: it’s a real pleasure to follow this re- port. Stefano Liberti is more than a great journalist: he is a great writer.” – Olivier De Schutter, UN Rapporteur on the Right to Food “Liberti does not spend much time on predictions; his trip covers a messy present. But in what he discovers and documents on his tour of our food chain, there are lessons to be learnt as we pre- pare for a testing future.” – The Financial Times “One of the most thoughtful analyses of agrarian capitalism is also one of the 21st century’s most gripping travelogues. Liberti’s precise, occasionally wicked, sketches aren’t merely enjoyable for their own sake. They’re a reminder that both the commission of and the struggle against the global food crisis involve real people.”
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Dominique Moisi LA GÉOPOLITIQUE DES SÉRIES OU LE TRIOMPHE DE LA PEUR (The Geopolitics Of Series Or The Triumph Of Fear)



Dominique Moïsi is the author, among other works, of LA GÉOPOLITIQUE DE L’ÉMOTION, which was translated into over 20 languages. A founding member of the French Institute of International Relations, he is a Visiting professor at Harvard University and at King’s College, London. He is also a columnist for Financial Times, Les Echos and Ouest-France.



Stock / Media and culture, February 2016, 198 pages



◊



Rights sold to Serbia (Clio) and Spain (Errata Naturae).



◊



A trailblazing book, a bright analysis by one of the most renowned political scientists in the world.



This is the first book to explain the emotions of the world through TV series. After 11th September 2011 geopolitics invaded real life, and also invaded our imaginations. TV series became political as well as cultural references. Thanks to their intuitive power screenwriters became the most perceptive analysts of today’s world – and perhaps of our future. What do they see in societies across the world? Fear of dictatorship and barbarity in Game of Thrones, of the collapse of democracy in House of Cards, of terrorism in Homeland, of a paralysed society in Engrenages (Spiral), of a disappearing world in Downton Abbey. Finally fear of the Russian threat in Occupied. These series create a tidal wave around the world: Barack Obama is gripped by every season of Game of Thrones; the actor who plays the butler Carson in Downton Abbey was mobbed by Asian tourists when on holiday sailing on the Mekong... As to ISIS terrorists, they seem to invite us to watch the next episode as they stage their massacres... 19



HIGHLIGHTS without the support of London, first, and then of Washington. National factors thus played a preeminent part in the birth of the Resistance, while the British and the Americans determined its growth. The time has come to broaden our perspective beyond the limits of borders to construct a trans-European history of the Resistance.



Olivier Wieviorka HISTOIRE DE LA RÉSISTANCE EN EUROPE (History of the Resistance in Western Europe 1940 – 1945) Perrin, January 2017, 480 pages



This is the book’s goal. It aims to understand better the action of the clandestine forces in Norway, Denmark, the Netherlands, Belgium, France and Italy between 1940 and 1945, analyzing their interactions and inserting the history of the “shadow soldiers” in the grand scheme of Anglo-American strategy. A member of the Institut universitaire de France and a professor at the Ecole Normale Supérieure in Cachan, Olivier Wieviorka is a recognized specialist on the Resistance and World War II. He has devoted several books to these subjects, including a definitive HISTOIRE DU DÉBARQUEMENT (History of D-Day, Seuil, 2007) and HISTOIRE DE LA RÉSISTANCE (A History of the Resistance, Perrin, 2013 - rights sold to Harvard University Press).



◊



This book, based on English, Italian, Belgian and other archives, is certain to become a classic. Olivier Wieviorka gives us a new, in-depth perception of the place and the role of the national resistance movements.



◊



The author illuminates the policies of governments in exile and unveils the importance of finance, logistics, and British and American planning. Along the way, he describes the uniqueness of each country, while establishing the first trans-national history of the Resistance.



◊



The book represents a welcome renewal for historiography always in need of fresh perspective.



a



An in-depth historical analysis built on rigorous research throughout many archive and leading evidence documents. Going against the official glorification the resistance movements, Olivier Wieviorka dares a more nuanced assessment of the action of the Allied Forces during this crucial moment of our contemporary history. The Resistance in Western Europe has long been considered a national phenomenon that provided a significant contribution, both politically and militarily, to the Nazi defeat. But the “army of shadows” could never have risen 20
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SOCIETY, POLITICS, ECONOMY Georges Ayache PRÉSIDENTS AMÉRICAINS (American Presidents from Washington to Obama) Perrin, August 2016, 450 pages



that would bear his name was even built, to Barack Obama, first AfricanAmerican to be elected, the presidency of the United States has been held by a wide variety of individuals. Well-educated like Wilson, lacking an academic degree like Truman, or else self-taught as was Lincoln; ordinary citizens raised in log cabins or well-born aristocrats; soldiers, lawyers and engineers; authoritarian extraverts with strong personalities, or bland indecisive types. Born leaders with all the presidential qualities, or unlikely candidates with random skills, elected by chance. An assortment of different personalities, with different destinies. Four presidents assassinated, from Lincoln to Kennedy; others who ended their lives in near poverty, like Grant. One who stepped down, Nixon. Another, Ford, who occupied the White House without being elected president or even vicepresident. One-term presidents, rejected by the voters, and others who went on to serve a second term. William Harrison’s presidency lasted only one month, but Roosevelt’s longer than twelve years. Four Nobel prizes, and initials that would outlive their era: TR, FdR, JFK.



◊



An assortment of different personalities, with different destinies.



◊



Four presidents assassinated, from Lincoln to Kennedy; others who ended their lives in near poverty, like Grant. One who stepped down, Nixon. Another, Ford, who occupied the White House without being elected president or even vice-president. One-term presidents, rejected by the voters, and others who went on to serve a second term. William Harrison’s presidency lasted only one month, but Roosevelt’s longer than twelve years.



◊



Four Nobel prizes, and initials that would outlive their era: TR, FdR, JFK.



Former diplomat, historian and university professor Georges Ayache is an expert on international affairs. Now a lawyer, he has written several books of contemporary history. Fascinated by American post-war politics, he has already produced a text on the United States in the 1960s, UNE HISTOIRE AMÉRICAINE (An American story) (Ed. Choiseul, 2010). He also authored KENNEDY-NIXON: LES MEILLEURS ENNEMIS (Kennedy-Nixon: best enemies) (Perrin, 2012) and Sinatra (Perrin,2014).



From Washington to Obama, a presidential saga! In its diversity, the history of the American presidents exemplifies that of America as a whole, with its qualities and its excesses. The White House in 2016 has known a succession of forty-four presidents. From George Washington, inaugurated in April 1789 before the federal capital 21
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Michel Eltchaninoff LES NOUVEAUX DISSIDENTS (The New Dissidents) Stock, March 2016, 288 pages



◊



Prix Livre et Droits de l’homme.



◊



Whether living under dictatorial regimes or in corrupt states, these individuals create or rediscover original forms of expression. A far cry from the contemporary scourge of extreme-right false dissidents, and from western lethargy, they have decided to do something they can be proud of with their lives.



Forty years ago they were all anyone talked about. They made the headlines when they were sent to prison or exchanged halfway across a bridge. Then the Communist camp changed dramatically, and dissidents almost completely disappeared, swept aside by nations and former apparatchiks converted to democracy. Dissidents have been reappearing all over the place for a few years. Like their predecessors, they refuse to engage in armed conflict. They have no political ambitions, their aims are primarily ethical. Disgusted by what they see, they simply decide to react. Michel Eltchaninoff went to meet them, on their home territory. In Teheran, where a young woman who fiercely opposes the enforced wearing of veils shoots a video clip on a rooftop, showing her dancing bareheaded with a group of boys. In Belarus, where rebels set up reviews and art galleries to survive under the yoke of dictatorship. In India where the Dalai 22



Lama’s successor, the 17th Karmapa, has taken refuge and is trying to give some hope to the fast disappearing Tibetan people. Michel Eltchaninoff is a doctor of philosophy and has the prestigious agrégation teaching qualification. He is editor-in-chief of Philosophie Magazine, and his most notable books are DOSTOÏEVSKI. LE ROMAN DU CORPS (Jérôme Millon, 2013) and DANS LA TÊTE DE VLADIMIR POUTINE (Solin/Actes Sud, 2015; 14,000 copies, winner of the Prix de la Revue des deux mondes).
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Camille Emmanuelle SEXPOWERMENT Anne Carrière, April 2016, 240 pages



Clément Finet VRAIES PASSIONS, VRAIS TALENTS (True Passions, True Talents: What if the Impassioned were Tomorrow’s Model Wage-Earners?) Belles Lettres/Manitoba, April 2016, 208 pages



◊



◊



A cross between a first-person narrative and a transdisciplinary essay: the author describes the deconstruction and reconstruction of her own sexual identity, how she reclaimed her gender by reclaiming her own body. A book that smashes all our clichéd ideas about female and male sexuality, starting with the myth of the “chic, natural” Parisian woman.



In exhilaratingly bold, irreverent language, Camille Emmanuelle has written a powerful book that tells women in no uncertain terms to: “Be proud of your body, your mind, your sex, and your gender. Sex-power, girlfriend!” A powerful sex-positive feminist manifesto that places sexual freedom firmly at the heart of women’s emancipation, and explains how femininity and virility impact concretely on economic, social and political inequality. Camille Emmanuelle is a journalist working on feminism, erotic culture, Porn, queer and transgender sexuality for Huffington Post, Slate, Le Nouvel Obs and others…



The time has come to make passion a recruitment criterion! Who does not know, in his immediate circle, at least one person who aspires to live by pursuing his or her passion? A simple fantasy for some and a totally feasible reality for others, this book was written to help the latter discard the clichés commonly associated with passion, as well as provide some original and brand new tools which will allow them – like businesses – to identify and bring out the forms of passion contributing a genuine added value within the work environment. This book for the general public, which can be read like a novel, sheds light on a topic not yet addressed – that of the value of passion within the context of salaried employment – and lays the groundwork for tomorrow’s recruitment while also meeting a very strong societal demand. Clément Finet is the founder of the Profil Alternatif recruitment agency.
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Agnès Giard UN DÉSIR D’HUMAIN (A Human Desire: “Love Dolls” in Japan) Belles Lettres, August 2016, 376 pages



invade the world and to do so all the more quickly because these objects offer something more than a realistic appearance. Agnès Giard is a journalist at Libération and an anthropologist. She has published seven books on sexuality and love, three of which were translated in Japan. In 2000, she became a correspondent with the Japanese magazine SM & Sniper and has been contributing to that publication for over ten years.



“This book, in spite of its size and illustrations, is not an art book. Fascinating is the word that comes to mind to describe it.” – Le Monde



Do adult dolls have a soul? A survey in the country of love dolls – these duplicates of young women. There is a love doll industry in Japan producing life-size dolls to serve as “substitute partners.”Curiously, these high-end sex products are made in the phantasmic form of young girls with vacant eyes and incomplete bodies. Is it even possible to “use” them? These moulded ersatzes confronting humans with the issue of solitude provide a representative model of what is deemed to be exciting and attractive in today’s society. Companies competing in this market advertise them not as “products to sell,” but as “girls to marry.” When the client cannot, or does not, want to keep his doll, the latter is given a Buddhist funeral. Usually these “love dolls” look so real that they could fool anyone. Currently, the Japanese are investing millions in robotic research and are focusing particularly on ways to simulate human consciousness. These dolls constitute a genuine laboratory for artificial life research. They serve as models for android prototypes and influence cutting-edge research in the field of anthropomorphism. This book’s approach to the subject thus ventures well beyond the anecdotal. This survey goes to the very heart of a system that is delivering new forms of psychic life. Japanese look-alikes are expected to 24
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Patrick Desbois & Nastasie Costel LA FABRIQUE DES TERRORISTES (Making Terrorists)



Matthieu Suc FEMMES DE DJIHADISTES (Jihadist Wives)



Fayard, October 2016, 250 pages



Fayard, May 2016, 260 pages



In the Kurdistan camps of Iraq, Father Patrick Desbois and Nastasie Costel interviewed over a hundred Yazidi survivors of ISIL persecution. Their accounts give us unprecedented portraits of the men and women of the Islamic state. Who are these people who kill and die in the name of God? Are religion, commandments and the promise of a wonderful hereafter the true basis of their actions? This book looks at the secrets of the ISIL terrorist organization, including a particularly dubious facet, in contradiction with its official image, it would rather conceal: Radical Islam is indeed one of the three pillars of ISIS; the other two are sex and money. Indeed, the secret recipe for transforming children, teenagers and young men into human bombs is the promise of paradise on earth, not that of paradise after death. Only recently have the scope and the Machiavellian ingenuity of the ISIL factory for “exporting” suicide bombers come to light. Father Desbois, born in 1955, has dedicated his life to researching the Holocaust, combatting anti-Semitism and improving Catholic-Jewish relations. He is the author of LA SHOAH PAR BALLES and LES VOISINS DU CRIME.



◊



Polish rights sold (Swiat Ksiazki)



The portrait of a dozen women whose lives are governed by the principle of zero mixing, to such an extent that they don’t even attend their own weddings. Their names are Izzana or Soumya. They shared their lives with the Charlie Hebdo killers. Who are these women who are consistently portrayed through the lens of compassion, as victims cut off from the world by a length of cloth? It is up to the courts to decide. How much knowledge did they have of their husbands’ deadly plans? Are they accomplices? Yet these women are by no means passive. On the contrary, they rein in their husbands and take them to task, especially when polygamy is the only teaching from the Koran their spouses retain. They are also housewives who use social networks to post comments on the latest decapitation or to exchange recipes. One wife, who veils her 16-month-old daughter, spends hours watching the New York teen drama television series, Gossip Girl. Matthieu Suc, a journalist for Le Monde, covered the Charlie Hebdo attacks. Jihadist Wives is his fourth book.



Nastasie Costel is from Garla Mare, Romania. He is currently conducting research on the Romani Holocaust.
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Zaven Paré L'ÂGE D'OR DE LA ROBOTIQUE JAPONAISE (The Golden Age of Japanese Robotics: Social Robotics in Japan) Belles Lettres, August 2016, 376 pages



◊



In this work, the author describes and questions the manner in which, in the early 21st century, an unexpected wave of interest, backed by major technical and technological advances, propelled the development and manufacture of robots which were often surprising and at times troubling, yet, for the most part, primarily vectors of enchantment.



The Japanese never stop endowing their unique beliefs and stories with form and life. Dolls, automatons, and lately robots, have successively played a part in this long filiation of singularly Japanese stories. This decade – a genuine golden age of robotics in Japan – has seen robot autonomy actually enter the technical planning stage even as research and experiments have been leaving the robotic laboratories to enter all disciplinary fields, from various branches of engineering to the production of everyday objects. At the same time, robots have become omnipresent in the media as well as in philosophical reflection, and in such arts as the theatre. Zaven Paré is an artist/roboticist. He created the first electronic marionettes for theatrical use and the Japan Society for the Promotion of Science (JSPS/CNRS) awarded him a grant to participate in the Robot Actors Project from the moment it was created in the laboratories of Professor Ishiguro Hiroshi at Osaka Univer- sity and at
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Kyoto’s Advanced Telecommunications Research Institute International (ATR). His robots are notably featured in The Ballard Institute of Connecticut’s collections and those of Lyon’s Puppets of the World Museum.
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Jean-Jacques Marie LA RUSSIE SOUS POUTINE AU PAYS DES FAUX-SEMBLANTS (Putin’s Russia: The Land of Make-Believe) Payot, March 2016, 336 pages



◊



A historian’s gaze decodes present-day Russia and the terrible economic, social and political problems it is confronted with.



◊



Because today’s Russia is far more rooted in the past, and Putin more closely tied to Yeltsin and Gorbachev than it seems, it took a historian to put everything in context and to decode this land of make-believe.



Orthodox church that has lost its flock, and an economy that has been undermined by falling oil prices and sanctions imposed by the the European Union and the United States. Jean-Jacques MARIE is one of today’s top specialists in contemporary Russia. His earlier books published by Editions Payot are biographies of Trotsky (2006), Khrushchev (2010) and Lenin (2011).



The media show us endless images of an arrogant, alarming Vladimir Putin boasting about Russia’s greatness. Individual freedom has been drastically reined in, elections are rigged, political opponents assassinated or thrown in jail and corruption is rampant. But is the country really what it seems? Has it really become the totalitarian, imperialist state it has been portrayed as since the annexation of Crimea? What is hidden from public view is: a fragile regime on the verge of imploding; a president with an inner circle whose members are obsessed with placing their fortune in offshore accounts; a fragmented opposition tempted by ultranationalism; a disillusioned population – more concerned about the lost social safety net than about individual freedom – that has grown nostalgic for the Soviet era; unions under the government’s thumb; an omnipresent, corrupt 27
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Laurent Moisson NAPOLÉON, HANNIBAL…CE QU'ILS AURAIENT FAIT DU DIGITAL - LES GRANDS HOMMES FACE AUX GRANDS CHANGEMENTS (What Napoleon, Hannibal and Others would have Done with Digital: How Great Men Deal with Widespread Changes) Belles Lettres/Manitoba, January 2016, 176 pages



Big Data, showrooming, uberisation, etc. Humanity today is experiencing one of its most intense periods in terms of word creation Big Data, showrooming, uberisation, etc. Humanity today is experiencing one of its most intense periods in terms of word creation.This work was written to remind us of how, in days of yore, great men and civilizations reacted when confronted with the far-reaching changes of their time. For, in the final analysis, will the economic balance of our nations be as disrupted at the end of the digital era as it was after the discovery of America, the invention of the loom, the internal combustion engine, the railroad, or electricity? Are these new implacable conquerors – Internet or digital giants such as Google, Facebook, Apple, Samsung, etc. – more dreadful than the waves of hordes from the steppes who swept over long-established kingdoms numbed by rigid and secular rules?Perhaps, perhaps not. In any case, the lessons provided by our ancestors are often much more enlightening than the unending flood of Anglicisms which we are submerged in day after day. The author invites you to ponder them carefully in order to understand them and take action. 28



Laurent Moisson whose Master’s degrees are in history and marketing, has been a digital entrepreneur and business angel for over 15 years. An author and coauthor of several books and white papers on digital technology, he is the Director of the “Splendens Factory” a content production company which connects brand names with digitally based artist collectives in order to bring creativity and enchantment to customer journeys and to the digital and marketing media of major brand companies.
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Arnold Munnich PROGRAMMÉ MAIS LIBRE (Programmed yet free The fallacies of genetic science)



In his practice as well as in his book, Arnold Munnich delivers a diagnosis, not a prognosis. Refusing to kneel at the altar of the omnipotent goddess Science, he prefers to sit at his patients’ bedside.



Plon, January 2016, 144 pages



If beneficial to speculators, the false promises of genetic science can be misleading for the patients. His 30,000 young patients,the ones he likes to call « my children », are at the heart of Arnold Munnich’s plea for an honest and efficient research, and his protest against the advent of multi-tiered medicine. He denounces the great « genetic therapies hoax », to better present the genuine progress and promises that genetic science hold. He sounds the alarm on imminent health scandals, so we can avert them. Because he is himself a researcher, he can tell about his experience of all what sometimes brakes his work.From laboratory machines to historical anecdotes, Arnold Munnich has written a book in his own image, filled with impassioned testimony and engaged reflection.



◊



A renowned geneticist presents the current state of genetic research to the general public in a format that is diametrically opposed to the media’s hype and oversimplifications.



◊



A clear and accessible book that reveals geneticists’ and predictive medicine’s limited capacity to intervene, which is vastly unlike what the public has been led to expect by the media.



◊



Sincere, and neither unreasonably optimistic nor totally kill-joy, the book cautions readers against manipulation, whether on the part of media or of pseudo-medical quacks.



Arnold Munnich is one of the greatest geneticists in the world and his public pronouncements are rare, giving this testimony an invaluable worth at a time when medicine is perceived as all-powerful. Funny and touching encounters, pet peeves and salutary anger, but no blame or bitterness in this iconoclastic and invigorating text. Arnold Munnich is a world-famous French pediatrician and geneticist. He is the founder and head of the Department of Medical Genetics at the renowned Necker children’s hospital in Paris. He is also one of the creators of the Imagine Institute, a European Care and Research center for Genetic Science.



Examining the gap between the technically possible, the economically feasible and the ethically acceptable. Today, Google is offering to draw up your genetic map and doctors claim they can heal you long-distance. Arnold Munnich, world-renowned geneticist, has decided to speak out against this new and particularly dangerous kind of medicine. DNA has become an obsession. A simple decoding of your genome and you can find out exactly what you will die of and when. Soon, gene therapy will have eliminated all disabilities and incurable diseases! This all sounds wonderful, yet it is entirely bogus. 29
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Dominique Simonnet LA DÉFAITE DES FEMMES (Women’s Defeat - Sexual Freedom, Really?) Plon, May 2016, 216 pages



women’s bodies. No, women are not as free as people say. No, feminism isn’t outdated. Are we silently standing by as we watch women’s defeat? In that case, it is our defeat as men as well, and the defeat of all those who cherish desire and the freedom to love. Author, publisher and former editor- in-chief of L’Express magazine, Dominique Simonnet has written over 20 books of both fiction and non- including LA PLUS BELLE HISTOIRE DU MONDE (Origins: Cosmos, Earth & Mankind), with Yves Coppens, Hubert Reeves and Joël de Rosnay, and LA PLUS BELLE HISTOIRE DE L’AMOUR (Origins: A Love Story, Le Seuil-Robert Laffont), as well as L’AMOUR EXPLIQUÉ À NOS ENFANTS (Love Explained to Our Children) and LES SECRETS DE LA MAISON BLANCHE (The Secrets of the White House) Perrin, 2014; Pocket 2016), with Nicole Bacharan.



◊



A disturbing essay that flies in the face of current intellectual conformism and reveals the reactionary discourse hidden behind seemingly liberating statements.



◊



An atypical book: a man’s appeal in favor of women, a defense of equal rights that acknowledge difference.



◊



A caustic plume: the author has a lively and uncompromising writing style that solicits readers directly.



In this caustic and uncompromising appeal, Dominique Simonnet denounces the perverse conformism that threatens women’s freedom by foisting submission back onto them. Did somebody say “liberated”? Do women really have freedom of choice? Are they really free to control their own bodies? Please, open your eyes! A perverse conformism now reigns, urging women back towards submission. Teen culture incites budding Lolitas to turn themselves into ever available sex objects; young women are trapped by the sex industry, which no longer has any qualms about profiting from the spectacle of their humiliation; women are being erased, veiled, raped, sold and mutilated, for their owners’ private enjoyment...Here in the name of modernity, there in the name of tradition, dominant males are reemerging everywhere you look. Pornographers and Puritans pursue the same ancestral obsession, a heritage of our condition as mammals: controlling 30
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Jean-Philippe Vincent QU’EST-CE QUE LE CONSERVATISME (What is Conservatism?) Belles Lettres, August 2016, 272 pages



◊



Does conservatism have a future as a doctrine and a lifestyle? Can it still exert a decisive influence on politics? The author believes it can. Jean-Philippe Vincent an ENA graduate and economist, worked at the French Public Treasury's Direction de la Prévision, the International Monetary Fund and McKinsey & Company. He has penned several books on economics, and teaches the economics of social issues at Sciences-Po Paris. He is also a member of Commentaire magazine’s editorial committee.



An original review and intellectual history of conservatism as a political doctrine, coupled with a critical analysis of its relation to liberalism and an attempt to understand its future.



Conservatism has not had an easy time of it. It is confused with everything that it is not –inaction, reaction, traditionalism, even counter-revolution – not to mention the misleading influence that American neo-conservatism has managed to have. So what does conservatism consist of, and is it still relevant? By way of an answer, the author outlines an intellectual history of conservative thought, from Cicero to the present day. He points out the key elements (authority, freedom, common good, trust) on which conservative philosophy is founded and which make it authentic and sustainable. Yet conservatism cannot be summed up in a doctrine. One need only read Jane Austen, Chateaubriand, Balzac, or Evelyn Waugh to grasp that conservatism is also a style of thought, a way of coming to terms with life in all of its dimensions: literature, religion and moral life, history, economics and life in society.
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HISTORY & CIVILIZATION Sébastien Albertelli UNE HISTOIRE DU SABOTAGE (A History of Sabotage) Perrin, May 2016, 400 pages



◊



A presentation based on largely unpublished archival documentation.



◊



At a time when the issue has again become relevant, the first history of sabotage and saboteurs during World War II.



Sabotage has become one of the weapons of modern combat, but it is more commonly associated with the Resistance during World War II. The phenomenon, however, was not born with the « army of shadows ». It emerged in the last decades of the 19th century, at the meeting point between labor unions and the military. The saboteur progressively embodied a new form of threat, whether its origins were anarchist, communist or German. The fear that the saboteur inspired, however, was disproportionate to the real danger he represented. Including during the Second World War, which marked a major milestone in the history of sabotage. The practice became widespread, each of the major 32



players gradually giving it a place in their strategy: the Resistance, the Gaullist and the British secret services, the Allied authorities and the German services. Everyone believed, to varying degrees, in its effectiveness, the evaluation of which this author calls into question. In any case, it was the Resistance that marked the transition from the era of experimentation to that of full development, as evidenced by Sébastien Albertelli. Sébastien Albertelli is a professor of history (his PhD dissertation was supervised by Jean-Pierre Azéma, one of the most renowned historians of the Second World War). In 2008, his thesis was awarded the Philippe Viannay-Défense de la France award from the Fondation de la Résistance. He contributed to the DICTIONNAIRE DE LA RÉSISTANCE (Dictionary of the Resistance) and the DICTIONNAIRE DE GAULLE (De Gaulle dictionary) (Bouquins collection, 2006) and published LES SERVICES SECRETS DU GÉNÉRAL DE GAULLE (The secret services of General de Gaulle) with Perrin in 2009 (4,000 copies sold).
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Emmanuel Hecht (Ed.) LA RUSSIE DES TSARS : D’IVAN LE TERRIBLE À VLADIMIR POUTINE (Tsarist Russia : from Ivan the Terrible to Vladimir Putin) L’Express-Perrin, August 2016, 432 pages



In a series of lively and historically accurate essays, based on the most reliable sources, it depicts the personalities and actions of the eighteen iconic leaders of Russia and the USSR, from the aptly- named Ivan the Terrible to vladimir Putin. Emmanuel Hecht, historian and journalist, has already edited the two previous books of essays produced with L’Express : LES DERNIERS JOURS DES DICTATEURS (The dictators’ last days) with Diane Ducret (Perrin, 2012) and LE SIECLE DE SANG (Century of blood) with Pierre Servent (Perrin, 2014).



◊



The history of Russia – its politics, its borders and its mentalities – seen through the prism of its key leaders, from the 16th century to the present day.



◊



From Ivan the Terrible to Alexander Kerensky, from Lenin to Putin: eighteen fascinating biographies that illustrate the complexity of Russia and its people.



◊



A unique volume with original contributions from the some of the most respected specialists on the issue, including Hélène Carrère d’Encausse, Jean des Cars and Bernard Lecomte.



A prestigious collective work that brings together the best historians and journalists from the magazine L’Express. Russia : “Autocracy tempered by assassination”, is the witticism attributed to Astolphe de Custine, author of “Russia in 1839”. Except that absolute power was perpetuated under Communism and more than a trace of it can still be found today in Putin’s Russia. However, any reformer not wielding an iron fist has historically failed, like Gorbachev and Boris yeltsin. 33
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Bernard Lecomte LES SECRETS DU KREMLIN (The Secrets of the Kremlin) Perrin, October 2016, 384 pages



◊



Offer from Poland!



◊



A thorough investigation going back to the source of the mysteries and “scandals” from the last century of Russian history.



◊



A documented history of Russia, which brings out of the shadows the fictional characters in the heart of the most famous episodes of the contemporary era.



◊



Crimes, plots, tricks: a real political saga whose outcome is still not written.



Instead of a chronological or linear narrative, the author has decided to tell sixteen sensational and classic episodes of this century of fire and blood, combining tragedy and romance. So much drama, so many secrets that deserved further investigation. And for such an endeavor prominent Kremlinologist Bernard Lecomte has no equal. The Kremlin. Behind its red brick walls, how many conspiracies, mysteries, crimes and betrayals has the famous Moscow fortress concealed? For nearly a century it has been the center and symbol of the communist empire, founded by Lenin, bolstered by Stalin, managed by Khrushchev and Brezhnev, dismantled by Gorbachev and restored, for better or worse, by Putin. So many questions, 34



shadows, mysteries and forbidden secrets still lurk behind the towers of the Kremlin! Who killed Rasputin? How did Tsar Nicolas II die? How did Stalin kill Trotsky? Who were, really, Kravchenko, Andropov or the “Farewell” spy? Where did Vladimir Putin come from?
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Michel De Jaeghere LA COMPAGNIE DES OMBRES The Company of Shadows: What is the Purpose of History?



Sébastien Morlet LES CHRÉTIENS ET LA CULTURE (Christians and Culture - Converting a Concept 1st to 6th Centuries) Belles Lettres, February 2016, 240 pages



Belles Lettres, September 2016, 400 pages



◊ Michel De Jaeghere wants us to resume meditating on examples that have nourished human thought since ancient times. Now that it has managed to become a science, history must remain the symposium theatre which allows us to converse with the dead. Our “connected” world delivers us up, defenceless, to the tyranny of every instant. History could be the antidote, inasmuch as it is a depository of people’s collective experience. It lifts shadows up from the depth of the ages to make us share what we have learned from being who we are. We have undertaken a boundless dialogue with the living. This book proposes to restore the dialogue with the dead by revisiting, through a succession of brief texts in the form of short essays and short stories, a number of episodes of universal history in an attempt to cull some lessons from it. At a time when history’s progress has led to an excessive specialisation which has caused many scholars to withdraw into their ivory towers to enjoy, among experts, the fruit of their research, Michel De Jaeghere wants us to resume meditating on examples that have nourished human thought since ancient times. Michel De Jaeghere is Managing Editor of Le Figaro-Histoire magazine.



What role did Christianity play in the history of the notion of culture?



In Christian antiquity, two attitudes emerged. Some Christians expressed hostility towards the Greek culture, which they perceived as pernicious and demon- inspired. Others, to the contrary, tried to point out its usefulness in developing the mind, and in defending, explaining and manifesting faith. But beyond these differences of opinion, texts of Christian antiquity attested to a major shift in the very notion of culture.This essay, written by an expert on Christian antiquity, compels us to rethink a number of generally accepted ideas about the relationship between monotheism and culture. It invites us to understand the emergence of Christian thought not only within the context of a confrontation, but also of a profound continuity with Greek thought and philosophy in particular. A senior lecturer at Paris-Sorbonne and member of Institut universitaire de France, Sébastien Morlet is a specialist in texts of Late Antiquity. He devoted his thesis to the apologetic work of Eusebius of Caesarea. He is currently coordinating with Les Belles Lettres the French version of a commentary on Eusebius’ HISTOIRE ECCLÉSIASTIQUE the first volume of which has already been published. He is also working on a new edition of the fragments from PORPHYRY’S CONTRE LES CHRÉTIENS.
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Ali Laïdi HISTOIRE MONDIALE DE LA GUERRE ECONOMIQUE (A World-Wide History Of Economic Warfare) Perrin, September 2016, 500 pages



the first part, military orders, networks of the Hanseatic league, the structuring of trade around fairs, and the rivalries of the Italian city-states illustrate moments of fierce competition in the Middle Ages. The second part focuses mainly on the great discoveries of the fifteenth century, notably the Indian Ocean trade route. Finally, the third part traces the great economic battles from the Industrial Revolution to the present: the race for hydrocarbons, the war over patents for electricity, the fierce rivalries of railway giants. Ali Laïdi hosts the Journal de l’Intelligence économique on the TV channel France 24, and is a researcher at the Institute of International and Strategic Relations (IRIS). He defended a thesis at the Sorbonne on the economic war in international relations and obtained his doctorate in Political Science. He teaches at Sciences Po Paris and lectures regularly at iNHESJ and iHEdN. He has already published several books including LES ETATS EN GUERRE ECONOMIQUE (States in economic warfare, Seuil, 2010) and AUX SOURCES DE LA GUERRE ECONOMIQUE. Fondements politiques et philosophiques (The sources of economic conflict. Political and philosophical foundations, Armand Colin, 2012).



◊



An unusual book that takes a new look at world history: through the prism of economic violence.



◊



From neolithic tribes to the G20, from medieval Italian cities to the Farewell affair: a study that is both scholarly and fascinating, and is well-served by the author’s storytelling skills.



For the first time, an account of the violence of economic relations in the world, from the Middle Ages to today. The world is at war, an economic war involving States and big business. Most economists steadfastly refuse to pay any attention to this war. As if competition, god-like, could do no wrong. yet this is not a nebulous concept or an invention: the economic war is a fact that newspapers report on daily basis, without revealing its significance: Chinese strategy in Africa, the price of gas used as a weapon by Moscow, American air tankers bidding scandal, global competition for arable land...This book is the first global synthesis on this subject, exposing its stakes and risks. Opening with a broad introduction defining the subject, it establishes the concept of economic war. The three sections that follow correspond to crucial historical moments that mark turning points in humanity’s trade relations. In 36



Lester Agency / Fall 2016 / Non Fiction Catalogue



◊



François Kersaudy & Yannis Kadari TOUS LES SECRETS DU IIIE REICH (Every last Secret of the IIIrd Reich)



book ever written on the relationship between de Gaulle and Churchill. A multilingual historian, he has received eleven French and British literary awards. He directs the collection Maîtres de Guerre (Masters of war) since its creation in 2010.



Perrin, November 2016, 480 pages



Yannis Kadari is the founder and head of the press group Caraktère, which publishes five magazines on military history. He wrote a biography of General Patton in the Maîtres de Guerre collection (Perrin), which he codirected from 2011 to 2015.



In this book that comprises the two volumes on the secrets of the Third Reich, François Kersaudy and Yannis Kadaris revisit some mysterious episodes in the history of Nazism.



The two big bestsellers by François Kersaudy and Yannis Kadaris, The secrets of the Third Reich and The last secrets of the Third Reich brought together in one volume. While much has already been written about some of these mysteries, there remained, for each one, questions left unanswered, dark shadows, aspects that were unexplored and even taboo, which merited further investigation...In recounting and revealing the greatest secrets of the Nazi regime and its dignitaries, the authors, with their meticulous attention to detail and their inimitable talent as storytellers, shed new light on the underside of one of the most astounding periods of the twentieth century. So who wrote Mein Kampf? How were the Nazis planning to des- troy the United States? What is known of the Führer’s relationships with women? How did Hitler imagine his new capital, Germania? What was behind the Rudolf Hess case? Who was responsible for the Reichstag fire? What really happened in Hitler’s bunker in April 1945? And much more. Professor François Kersaudy, author of numerous texts on World War II, has written biographies of Churchill, Goering, Mountbatten and MacArthur, and the only
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Maurin Picard DES HÉROS ORDINAIRES (Ordinary Heroes)



bomber that dropped the atomic bomb on Hiroshima in August 1945; and tank battalion commander Al Irzyke, who led American forces through the Ardennes forest in December 1944.



Perrin, September 2016, 350 pages



Journalist Maurin Picard is the New York-based US correspondent for the newspaper Le Figaro and an editor of the magazine Guerre et Histoire. Multilingual, he has taken an interest for many years in Second World War veterans of all nationalities.



◊



By reaching out to veterans over a number of years, Maurin Picard earned the trust of these often uncommunicative heroes, until they agreed to tell him about their experience of the Second World War.



◊



The author inserted these eyewitness accounts into the description of each military operation, in order to provide context and go beyond the limits of the personal point of view.



◊



While revealing the diversity of situations, these stories dramatically illustrate the role men played in this technological war.



Thirteen veterans - French, American, German, English or Polish - of the Second World War tell their story for the first time. The book gives an identity to the mass of anonymous combatants, by depicting the heroic commitment of men who claim to be ordinary. The veterans who give their testimony – men who served in a submarine, a Panzer regiment or a Swordfish squadron – were all actors in a crucial phase of World War II. Included are the Frenchman Léon Gautier, who landed in June 1944 on the Normandy beaches; the American Dutch von Kirk, navigator of the 38
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Nicolas Mietton UNE HISTOIRE ÉROTIQUE DE LA DIPLOMATIE. DE LOUIS XIV AUX GAULLISTES (An Erotic History of French Diplomacy: from Louis XIV to the Gaullists) Payot, October 2016 304 pages



◊



A book filled with fascinating plot twists, in which diplomatic pouches double as vanity-cases.



A very unusual subject to illustrate how the personal and the political are intertwined, written in an anecdotic tone, in a similar vein to An Erotic History of Versailles. More often than you’d think, France’s Foreign Affairs have been romantic or sexual affairs as well: from the Peace of Westphalia (1648) to the Fifth French Republic, there has been a lot of lying down on the job of keeping France great... though it has sometimes backfired. From stud-ambassadors (La Chétardie, with Tsarina Elizabeth I in the 18th century) and influential mistresses (La Castiglione, sent to Napoleon III’s bed to plead the cause of Italian unity) to the “Gays d’Orsay” (Roger Peyrefitte) and the “Gaullist tomcats” (the French Ambassador to Russia Maurice Dejean, trapped by a Russian Mata Hari)... and during the Third Republic, there was even a “pillow budget” for visiting princes and sovereigns. Nicolas Mietton is the host of a radio talk show about history. A memoirs and diary buff, he has established several scholarly editions, including the diary of Maurice Paléologue, France’s ambassador to Russia from 1914 to 1917.
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Alain Cabantous & François Walter NOËL. UNE HISTOIRE DE LA NATIVITÉ À NOS JOURS UNE SI LONGUE HISTOIRE... (A History of Christmas: from the Nativity to the Present Day A Never ending story...) Payot, November 2016, 400 pages



succumbing to the consumerist tailspin we now know. What a complicated, contradictory celebration! Alain Cabantous, Emeritus professor of Modern History at Paris I, is the author of LE DIMANCHE, UNE HISTOIRE (“A History of Sunday” Le Seuil, 2013) and of HISTOIRE DE LA NUIT : XVIIE-XVIIIE SIÈCLE (“A History of Nighttime from the 17th to the 19th Centuries”, Le Seuil, 2009). François Walter, honorary professor of History at the University of Geneva, is the author of Catastrophes : une histoire culturelle (Le Seuil, 2008) and of HIVER. HISTOIRE D’UNE SAISON (“Winter: History of a Sea- son”, Payot, 2014).



◊



Drawing on literary, artistic and musical sources that are woven into a joyful palimpsest, Alain Cabantous and François Walter head off, like the Three Wise Men, in search of the wide range of facets and representations of Christmas.



An in-depth investigation into the history of a 2,000-year-old holiday that is now celebrated worldwide. The book is bursting with surprising anecdotes, and the authors – both eminent historians of mentalities – enjoyed bringing back some of the meaning that this celebration sometimes seems to have lost. They trace the gradual evolution of this emblematic holiday that has made its mark on every Western European society, each with its own specific folklore, influenced by territorial and religious identities. While it started out as a founding Christian event, over the centuries, Christmas has been transformed and reinvented with each new tradition and ritual. Once a blatantly pagan event associated with all sorts of excesses and linked to the cult of the dead, in the mid-19th century, Christmas espoused bourgeois social values and became identified with hearth and home, before losing its religious aspect and 40
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Claude Sintès ROME ET LES PIRATES (Rome vs. the Pirates) Belles Lettres, May 2016, 240 pages



Claude Sintès is the Director of the Musée départemental Arles antique, Chief Curator of the Patrimoine, and a research associate at Centre Camille-Julian (CNRS). Highly knowledgeable about the maritime world, he has been a member of the French Archaeological Mission in Libya since 1985, where he was in charge of underwater excavations of the ancient port of Apollonia in Cyrenaica. He has already published an anthology of ancient texts, Sur la mer violette, with Les Belles Lettres.



«It’s exciting, documented, and almost contemporary.» – Le Point «The work of Claude Sintès is a thrilling end to the other.» – Historia



◊



This work offers a few keys to help readers understand ancient pirates: why did they become pirates, what were their tactics, their tricks, what types of boats did they use, how did they choose their booty and how did they share it, could the people they attacked defend themselves?



All there is to know about piracy and its annihilation at the end of the Roman Republic. For several years now, our media have been showing us images of Somali or Nigerian pirates attacking container ships and oil tankers. Those attacks have been so serious that UN authorities had to resolve to take exceptional measures to contain them. In antiquity, Romans experienced a very similar situation: a particularly virulent form of piracy appeared on the desolate shores of southern Anatolia and in Sicily which gradually spread throughout the Mediterranean basin and which, in combination with other factors and more localised piracies, eventually interfered with the expansion of that era’s superpower. Only Pompey, Rome’s greatest general, managed to defeat them. He surprised all of his contemporaries because he resorted to turning the pirates into settlers 41
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Ed. Alexis Brézet & Vincent Trémolet de Villers LES GRANDS DUELS QUI ONT FAIT L’HISTOIRE (The Great Duels That Made the World)



Two contenders for one position of power. History, essentially tragic, is often embodied in the clash of two titans: their personal rivalries, running deep and escalating to hatred, are superimposed on their country’s power struggles. Un- der the direction of Alexis Brézet and Vincent Trémolet de Villers, prominent historians and journalists from le Figaro pool their resources to tell twenty stories that changed history, from ancient times to today. Contents: Darius / Alexander: Arnaud Blin Hannibal / Scipio: Eric Treguier Augustus / Cleopatra: Jean-Louis Voisin Philip Augustus / John Lackland: Georges Minois Saladin / Baudouin: sylvain Gouguenheim The Pope and the emperor: Gregory VII/Henry IV : Sylvain Gouguenheim Charles V / Francis I: Didier le Fur Henry VIII / Thomas More: Bernard Cottret Philip II / Elizabeth I : Jean-François Solnon Louis XIV / William of orange: Jean- Christian Petitfils Frederic II / Marie-Theresa: Jean-Paul Bled napoleon / Alexander I: Thierry Lentz Bismarck / napoleon III: Arnaud teyssier 42



William II/ Nicolas II: Jean des Cars Stalin / Trotsky: Rémi Kauffer Churchill / Hitler: François Kersaudy Stalin / Tito: Jean-Christophe Buisson Kennedy / Khrushchev: Georges Ayache Bush / Saddam Hussein: Pierre Razoux Gorbachev / Yeltsin: Bernard Lecomte
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Alexandre Maral LES FEMMES DE VERSAILLES (The Women Of Versailles) Perrin, October 2016, 350 pages



under louis XIV to the remarkable daughters of Louis XV. And then there were the other women of Versailles: Madame de Maintenon, who became Louis XIV’s secret wife; the many favorites of Louis XV – Madame de Mailly, Madame du Barry and the invincible Madame de Pompadour; as well as Marie Antoinette’s close friends, particularly the Duchess of Polignac. Archivist and paleographer with a doctorate in the arts, former resident fellow of the French Academy in Rome, Alexandre Maral is a curator at Versailles, where he is responsible for the sculpture collections. He published in 2012 the book LE ROISOLEIL et DIEU. ESSAI SUR LA RELIGION DE LOUIS XIV (The Sun King and God. Essay on the religion of Louis XIV) (foreword by Marc Fumaroli and Pierre-Lafue prize), followed in 2013 by LE ROI, LA COUR ET VERSAILLES, 1682-1789. LE COUP D’ECLAT PERMANENT. (The king, the court and Versailles, 1682-1789. Permanent fireworks), and in 2014 LES DERNIERS JOURS DE LOUIS XIV (The last days of Louis XIV).



◊



Finally, a serious book about women’s role at the Court of Versailles, which breaks away from the secondary or risqué anecdotes they are generally reduced to.



◊



A rigorously well-documented text that draws on original sources to decipher the workings of a society of its own.



◊



A history of all women of the era, with a particular focus on particular ones: queens, King’s mistresses, blue-blood princesses, legitimate and illegitimate daughters.



Imagined and written in the very place they inhabited, this panoramic view of the royal court’s female contingent offers insight into the lifestyle of women in the king’s entourage, a study of their social, cultural and in some cases political roles, and a reflection on their destinies – often improbable and certainly exceptional. Residence of the last three kings of Ancien Régime France, Versailles was also the home of their wives: Maria Theresa, who died there in 1683; Marie leszczynska, who lived in the chateau from 1725 to 1768; and Marie Antoinette, who married the dauphin, heir to the throne, in 1770 and reigned as queen from 1774 to 1789. In different ways, these three personalities left their mark on Versailles, particularly Marie Antoinette. Female members of the royal family also played a vital role in Versailles, from the spirited duchess of Burgundy 43
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Ian Garden BATTLING WITH THE TRUTH The Contrast in the Media Reporting of World War II The History Press, July 2016, 256 pages 60 b&w illustrations



◊



‘Think of the press as a great keyboard on which the government can play.’Joseph Goebbels, Reich Ministerof Public Enlightenment and Propaganda.



The general assumption is that the Allies were the ‘good guys’ during the Second World War and always told the truth in their media coverage while the Nazis, through their Ministry of Public Enlightenment and Propaganda, deliberately misled their people. But to what extent is this borne outby the facts? Did the Allies alwaystell the truth? Did the Nazis always tell lies? How is it possible to tell the truth and still tell a lie? How did each side portray the bombing of the likes of Dresden and Coventry? How could the Nazis turn defeats in North Africa and at Stalingrad into the same sort of triumphs as the Allies tried to create out of Dunkirk and Dieppe? Asking how both sides could have believed they were fighting a just war, Garden exposes the extent to which their peoples were told downright lies or fed very carefully worded versions of the truth. Often these ‘versions’ gave completely false impressions of the success or failure of missions and entire campaigns. Ian Garden has previously written The Third Reich’s Celluloid War (The History Press) and has become an acknowledged authorityon war film propaganda. He
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gives regular lectures and classes to universities, clubs and local interest groups in the UK and abroad.
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Douglas Boyd AGENTE Female Secret Agents in World Wars, Cold Wars and Civil Wars The History Press, October 2016, 256 pages, 32 b&w illustrations



◊



Rights sold in Poland (Bellona).



This book records the lives of the ‘agentes’ and investigates the powerful motives – patriotism, ideology, love and revenge – that drove them to undertake such dangerous work. Women volunteering to become secret agents or spies risk thesame torture as men if caught,plus sexual violence. Many of their male colleagues mistrust them for ‘emotional unreliability’. Some have indeed gone to bed with their captors, seeking leniency. Mathilde Carré was caught by the Abwehr in occupied France and betrayed everyone in her Resistance network to her new lover. At her trial, she said, ‘Women do not have the same choices as men.’ Yet female agents of SOE saved thousands of Allied soldiers’ lives. In the Comintern’s 70year war against the West, Moscow’s many female agents seduced soldiers and politicians, got divorced and married following orders, financed revolutions and stole nuclear secrets – many settling in the countries they betrayed to avoid being shot on return to the USSR. Douglas Boyd is a critically acclaimed author of both fiction and non-fiction. He was made an honorary ex-legionnaire by past and serving members of the Foreign Legion for his history of their unique army. His previous books have been translated into 17 languages.
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HISTORY & CIVILIZATION



Alain Frèrejean TROTSKY CONTRE STALINE (Trotsky against Stalin) Perrin, May 2016, 330 pages



turned into implacable and obsessive hatred. Trotsky, his vision as sharp as steel but too sure of himself, underestimated his rival. We witness the irresistible rise of Stalin, the man with the mysterious smile and the yellow eyes of a cat. Alain Frerejean is the author of several books, including C’ÉTAIT GEORGES POMPIDOU (It was Georges Pompidou) (Fayard, 2007), TITO-TRUMAN, LE COUP D’ARRÊT À STALINE (Stalin’s standstill) (Editions de la Bisquine, 2014). With Perrin he published CHURCHILL-STALIN, comparative biographies (2013).



◊



The story of the relentless struggle between Trotsky and Stalin based on recent interviews with the best French historians of this period of Russian history: Hélène Carrère d’Encausse, Alexandre Adler, Stéphane Courtois, Jean-Jacques Marie, Alexandre Sumpf, Nicolas Werth and Serge Wolikow.



◊



An exceptional witness of the assassination attempt on Trotsky and his last moments: his own grandson, Esteban Volkov.



The story of the relentless struggle between Trotsky and Stalin based on recent interviews with the best French historians of this period of Russian history. And an exceptional witness of the assassination attempt on Trotsky and his last moments: his own grandson, Esteban Volkov. Some see Trotsky as the champion of the workers of the world. Stalin, in contrast, was the new tsar, entrenched in the Kremlin with a new privileged class, the nomenklatura, a handful of bureaucrats hogging the state dachas and stores. Trotsky supposedly fought against fascism and Stalin’s pact with Hitler. And the villain Stalin had killed the good guy Trotsky. In reality, Trotsky was no saint. In the relationship between the two rivals, ideological struggle and personal ambition were coupled with contempt and jealousy, which eventually 46
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Patrice Gueniffey & Thierry Lentz (dir.) LA FIN DES EMPIRES (The End of Empires) Perrin/Le Figaro, January 2016, 480 pages



economic bankruptcy; exhaustion of the military model; and of course the appearance and increasing capacities of rivals. Director of the Fondation Napoléon, Thierry Lentz has established himself as today’s leading expert on the imperial era, evidenced by his New History of the First Empire in four volumes (Fayard, 2002-2010). Perrin recently published his The Congress of Vienna. A refounding of Europe 1814-1815 (2013); The 20 days of Fontainebleau. Napoleon’s first abdication 31 March-20 April 1814 (2014) and Waterloo (2015). Professor at the School for Advanced Studies in the Social Sciences in Paris, Patrice Gueniffey has published notably The number and the reason (EHESS, 1993), Politics of the Terror, Essay on revolutionary violence (Gallimard, 2000). 18 Brumaire: epilogue of the French revolution (Perrin, 2008) and Bonaparte (Gallimard, 2013). All received unanimous critical acclaim. He has since edited the successful collective work by top historians Last days of the kings, published by Perrin and Le Figaro (2014).



◊



Polish rights sold to Bellona!



◊



A journey through time and across the continents that enables readers to relive key events in the history of a given civilization: when an empire begins its decline.



◊



From the death of Alexander the Great to the siege of Constantinople, from the reign of Montezuma to the collapse of the USSR: a history of the world composed of growth, tension, adaptation and renewal.



◊



A fascinating and accessible book, written by historians who are specialized in their respective fields.



Is history doomed to repeat itself? This familiar question is well worth asking when we consider the rise and fall of empires. For the first time, renowned historians, specialists in their respective fields, brilliantly recount and analyze the decline and fall of the great empires that created the world as we know it, from Rome to Washington. Since ancient times, certain lands, propelled by their military might, gold and conquering spirit, are hoisted to the rank of preponderant power and dominate a large part of the world. Yet, as the saying goes, all great empires perish. Causes vary, though a basic scenario applies to most cases: development crises; 47



Frédéric Barbier HISTOIRE DES BIBLIOTHÈQUES. D’ALEXANDRIE AUX BIBLIOTHÈQUES VIRTUELLES (History of Libraries. From Alexandria to Virtual Libraries) Dunod, August 2016, 304 pages



◊



Rights on the first and on the current edition sold to: Argentina, Brazil and Italy.



A sequal of History of the Book by the same author, this work offers readers a gripping tour through time and space of Western libraries and book collections. The author, a well-known specialist in the field, considers his topic through the prism of the transformations—over centuries—of the general media system. The question of libraries, much like the larger matter of information, is one of the essential issues that our civilization has to face in the beginning of the third millennium. The book provides a synthetic review of libraries and book collections from antiquity to the present day in the Western world as well as a fundamental reflection on the role of libraries and their place in the public sphere in the course of the great technological revolutions. Frédéric Barbier is an alumnus of the Sorbonne and has a PhD in History and Literature. He is postgraduate studies director at the School for Advanced Studies in the Social Sciences in Paris.
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CINÉMA



Bernardo Bertolucci (1941) directed, among the others, Ultimo tango a Parigi, Novecento, L’ultimo imperatore, Il tè nel deserto, Il piccolo Buddha, Io ballo da sola, L’assedio, The dreamers. In 2011 he was awarded the Honorary Palm d’Or.



Bernardo Bertolucci, ed. Tiziana Lo Porto CINEMA LA PRIMA VOLTA Cinema For The First Time Minimum Fax, October 2016, 350 pages



Cineaste and cinéphile, Bertolucci narrates himself and his beloved cinema in almost 40 interviews that retraced half-century of his movie production, from his first film La commare secca (1962) to the most recent Io e te (2012). This book was born after many years of research. It recollects a selection of interviews and conversations, from the beginnings of Bertolucci’s career to the present days, published on cinema and performing art reviews and in national and international newspapers, that are often worked out by other directors (among them Clare Peploe, Wim Wenders, Andy Warhol, Robert Aldrich e James Franco) or writers (Dacia Maraini, John Guare) and they always share the same fidelity to the present and have always in common what Bernardo himself calls “heart intermittency”. In the words of the interviews that followed each film (or that were realized on the set of the movies) we find the right balance between ethic and esthetic that is part of his work, realized without compromise and with coherence, with the constant knowledge that “the most important thing is to be faithful to ourselves”.
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CINÉMA



Olivier Cotte 100 ANS DE CINÉMA D’ANIMATION (100 Years of Animated Films Throughout the World) Dunod, October 2015, 384 pages



Olivier Cotte, Jeanne-A Debats DARK VADOR CONTRE M. SPOCK. ETES-VOUS STAR WARS OU STAR TREK ? (Mr. Spock vs. Darth Vader. Are you Star Wars or Star Trek?) Dunod, August 2016, 224 pages



This work relates the fabulous history of animated film throughout the world, from its origins to today. All the techniques of animation and their history, from the magic lantern to digital 3D as well as Stop Motion and cellulose acetate are discussed. The work then proposes a trip around the world to discover the great creators and animation studios. The filmography of each is presented: its contribution to the history of animated cinema, its specific features, its emblematic characters… The work is richly illustrated: around 500 drawing and photographs. Olivier Cotte scriptwriter for comic strips, TV series, and short films, writer, animated films’ historian and film director. He has worked on numerous full length and animated films as well as on advertisements, and has collaborated with the CNC (National Centre of Cinematography), and various production companies as script doctor. He teaches directing and cinema at Gobelins, the school of image, at ESAG Penninghen (School of Design, Graphic Design, and Interior Architecture) and the ESRA (Superior School of Audiovisual Realisation).
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◊



Star Trek (which is celebrating its 50 years in 2016) and Star Wars, are undoubtedly two of the biggest sagas of science fiction cinema. Each of them is associated with very a distinct universe, constructed around specific characters, stories and environments.



While there are many points of comparison, everything (many things to say the least) opposes them, from where originates the eternal question that has inflamed fans for decades: between Star Wars and Star Trek, which is the greatest saga of SF? To answer this question and try to separate the millions of fans throughout the galaxy, this book presents a comparison through 100 points, as many “rounds” of the match opposing the two giants. Flagship characters, spaceships, weapons, political regimes, costumes... all the aspects differentiating the two sagas are evoked with humour, sometimes irony but always with respect, combining serious information and trivial anecdotes. Marvellous illustrations by one of the authors, both filmmaker and illustrator, accompany the text. The reader is invited to vote at the end of each “round”, to count his points and decide between the two sagas at the end of the book.
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◊



Laurent Jullier STAR WARS, ANATOMIE D’UNE SAGA (Star Wars. Anatomy of a Saga)



Olivier Loubes CANNES 1939. LE FESTIVAL QUI N’A PAS EU LIEU (Cannes 1939. The Festival That Did Not Take Place)



Armand Colin, November 2015, 224 pages, 3rd ed.



Dunod, April 2016, 288 pages



Rights sold in Russia (Eksmo).



Star Wars, as fans say, is “much more than just movies”! There are novels, games, comics, websites, costumes, encyclopaedias, without mentioning the national defence program of the United States. A universe that one can embrace and use in the manner of a construction set to create but also to reflect on important issues, and sometimes even a lifestyle. On the eve of the release of the 7th episode of this legendary saga popular movie, this book dissects the films (main themes, mythological and literary inspirations, narrative springs...), compares them to classics of cinema history and analyses the fans’ enthusiasm (including the profusion of amateur short films, both tributes and parodies of the work). A book for all those who want to (re)discover Star Wars, both a cinema and a society phenomenon. Laurent Jullier is a teacher at the IECA (Nancy) and research director at the IRCAV (Sorbonne Nouvelle).



◊



Based on unreleased archives, the testimonies, this book tells the story of the invention of the largest film Festival in the world.



Everything was ready! The first Cannes Film Festival was to be held from the 1st to the 20th of September 1939. The beginning of the war prevented the event from being held, and it therefore never took place. However Cannes 39 did exist, planned down to the smallest detail, in no time at all, leaving dozens of articles and boxes of archives that were kept at the French Cinematheque. How was the Cannes Film Festival born, how did it project itself in the social and political imagination of France and the world in 1939? Because if Cannes 39 existed, it is primarily as the projection of a world already caught in a cultural war between fascist and antifascist powers. Olivier Loubes, historian of education and political imagination of French society, is a specialist of Jean Zay, lives and teaches in Toulouse. Author for Armand Colin of JEAN ZAY.
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BIOGRAPHY & CORRESPONDANCE



BIOGRAPHY & CORRESPONDANCE Jean-Paul Belmondo BELMONDO PAR BELMONDO (Belmondo by Belmondo) Fayard, October 2016, 304 pages



◊



With over 200 photographs, some published here for the first time ever, the album gives us the story of his life, not just his career: childhood, family, women, friends, children, movies and theater...



For the first time ever, Jean-Paul Belmondo tells his story, in pictures. Raised in an educated, affectionate family, the typical Parisian schoolboy was in and out of trouble. With his father’s consent, he took acting lessons. At acting school he would he meet a “gang” of aspiring young actors who, one after the other, would become the great figures of French cinema. Next came Belmondo’s early film shoots. Yet it wasn’t until Godard and the Nouvelle Vague that Belmondo became a star in his own right and the icon of an entire generation, owing to his perfor- mance in Breatlhess, with Jean Seberg.
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It was the start of an extraordinary international career that went hand in hand with an explosive personal life, including affairs with some of the world’s most beautiful women: Sophia Loren, Ursula Andress, Laura Antonelli. Jean-Paul Belmondo was born on April 9, 1933. Initially a stage actor,he went on to become a cult Nouvelle Vague actor. Alternating box-office hits, arthouse movies and police movies, and he would work with some of the world’s greatest directors and become a genuine box office champion: nearly 150 million viewers over the course of a 50-year career..
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Nicole Bacharan & Dominique Simonnet FIRST LADIES



Nicole Bacharan is a historian, political commentator, consultant for television and radio, and the author of numerous books about the United States.



Perrin, September 2016, 380 pages



Author and journalist Dominique Simonnet is the former editor- in-chief of the magazine L’Express. She has written some 20 novels and essays. Together, they have written two books published by Perrin that were major hits with critics and readers: Les Secrets de la Maison Blanche (Secrets of the White House, Perrin, 2014) and 11-Sep- tembre, le jour du chaos (9/11, day of chaos, Perrin, 2011).



◊



A groundbreaking book, at the crossroads of history and current events, written with the talent and thoroughness that made the authors’ previous book on the “last Secrets of the White House” such a success.



How, down through the years, First Ladies have influenced presidential power, and even usurped it. At first absent from the official portraits or relegated to the side- lines, they have emerged from the shadows to take their place alongside their president husbands, and then advanced to the front of the stage. For two and a half centuries, the First ladies, flamboyant or retiring, have embodied the long march of women towards equality and power. The authors have tapped into the best American sources, enhanced by numerous interviews and considerable delving into presidential archives, to portray the most emblematic First ladies and reveal their real influence. Here are, among others, Martha Washington, “founding mother” who forged the symbols of a nation in limbo; feminist Abigail Adams, getting involved in war and peace; the beautiful dolly Madison, standing firm in the capital in flames, and the young Harriet lane, niece of a bachelor President, who played the stand-in for his spouse. We get to know the ambitious Mary Lincoln, who acts like an empress; Eleanor Roosevelt, the tireless activist; Jackie Kennedy, the global star; lady Bird Johnson, an ecologist before her time; Nancy Reagan, the loving wife with an iron hand; Michelle Obama, the ideal partner; and the ambitious, unsinkable Hillary Clinton.... Fourteen exceptional women. 53
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Catherine Heyrendt-Sherman CHURCHILL, BIOGRAPHIE GOURMANDE (Churchill a Gourmet Biography) Payot & Rivages, November 2016, 144 pages



Alexandre Sumpf RASPOUTINE (Rasputin) Perrin, November 2016 380 pages



The dining table was a crucial place in Churchill’s political life, as well as his personal one. Sitting down with him is an invitation to a close-up view of the century’s major conflicts and a lifestyle and education that no longer exist. It is also – lastly and most importantly – a front-row seat on the Lord Admiral’s famous quips and quotes. Did you know that the beloved “Old Lion”, who famously fueled himself in ways that made Breathalyzers blush the world over, launched his political career by passing a tax on whisky, of all things? And that’s not his only paradox. Among his other exploits: he withstood some 20-odd toasts that Stalin proposed at Yalta, packed Russian caviar in his picnic baskets, and cared deeply about details like the type of porcelain he ate from... while at the same time freely admitting that he was unable to cook so much as an egg. Catherine Heyrendt-Sherman teaches History of British Culture and Civilisation at the University of Reims, in addition to the classes she teaches at Sciences Po. She is a cheerful young woman with a biting sense of humour and a very British stiff upper lip. The only faux pas in her otherwise spotless career: having been born in France, when she is so often taken for a proper Englishwoman.
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A new biography of the most controversial character in Russian history. Like Caligula, Grigori Rasputin is one of those characters whose dark and omnipresent legend obscures his real story. The life of the peasant-healer who became a favorite of the imperial couple (Nicolas II and Alexandra) has long fascinated us: his miraculous ability to treat the hemophiliac Tsarevich; his Homeric escapades; his meteoric rise and his mysterious murder, which set the tone for the revolution and eventually led the Romanovs and their autocracy to follow him into the grave. Considered one of the top specialists of Russian and Soviet history, Alexandre Sumpf sets out to investigate, consulting archives and the vast existing bibliography, most of it in Russian. He tells the story of the man first, and then he explores the multiple layers of his demonization, revealing much about the successive metamorphoses of Russia in the twentieth century. Alexandre Sumpf is a lecturer in contemporary history at the University of Strasbourg. He attended the prestigious Ecole normale supérieure and holds a doctorate in history. His first books DE LÉNINE À GAGARINE. UNE HISTOIRE SOCIALE DE L’URSS (Lenin to Gagarin. A social history of the USSR) (Gallimard, 2013) and LA GRANDE GUERRE OUBLIÉE. RUSSIE, 1914-1918 (The Great Forgotten War. Russia, 1914-1918) (Perrin, 2014) brought him immediate recognition as one of the most
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Max Schiavon MUSSOLINI Perrin, May 2016, 250 pages



◊



Based on research in the Italian, French and American archives, Max Schiavon has set out to elucidate what was indeed crucial to the Italian dictator: his military ambition.



◊



Max Schiavon skillfully reveals on one hand the dictator’s actions and his psychology, and on the other, how the warrior phenomenon was central to Fascism.



In fact, the Duce had known war his entire life. Having fought and been wounded in the First World War, he would then develop his own strategic thinking (focused on the Mediterranean) that he began to implement once he was in power. A historian and an army officer, MAX SCHIAVON was the head of research at the Service Historique de la Défense (SHD), the French government’s military archives. Author of several books on military history, including LE FRONT D’ORIENT (The Eastern Front) (Tallandier, 2014).



We already know all about the « political » Mussolini, but nothing had been written until now about the Duce at war. This is the first overview of the subject. For many complex reasons, and despite his martial character and matador attitude, Mussolini is undoubtedly the politician at the helm during the Second World War who is the most scorned from a military point of view. Among the defeated, and without the benefit of a myth such as that surrounding the effectiveness of the Wehrmacht, Mussolini’s actions never seemed worthy of serious study. Wrong.
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CULTURAL ESSAYS



CULTURAL ESSAYS Iman Bassalah LA VIE SEXUELLE DES ECRIVAINS ; dans l’intimité de Hugo, Camus, Proust, La Fontaine, Duras, Sand… (SEX LIVES OF FRENCH WRITERS ; in bed with Hugo, Camus, Proust, La Fontaine, Duras…) Nouveau Monde éditions, May 2016, 250 pages



need two women in my bed, I can take care of one while the other is touching this same one. » Mysterious, sulfurous, exacerbated, writers’sexuality has been ignored for a very long time, sometimes even forbidden and censored, letting everybody think that the creative genius was devoted to his only literature. The sexuality of these women and men tells us many things about their story, their time, their style, their failures and also, of course, their destinies as writers. Iman Bassalah is professor in Modern languages. She is the author of ANTHOLOGIE DE LA PLAGE (Balland) and HÔTEL MIRANDA (Calmann-Lévy)



« L’ouvrage La vie sexuelle des écrivains dévoile avec beaucoup d’érudition et très peu de pudeur la vie sexuelle des plus grands noms de la littérature. » Le Matin Dimanche « Sur ce sujet scabreux,Iman Bassalah a réussi un livre qui touche juste, sans voyeurisme, en observant ces grands fauves du language à travers la pudeur des jalousies. Car derrière cette recherche du secret, il y a une vraie passion pour la littérature, pour l’écriture et pour ce qui ne se dit pas tout en le disant. » Livres Hebdo



◊



A sensual journey in the life of fascinating French writers : Camus, Colette, Duras, Hugo, Proust, Sagan, La Fayette, Simenon, La Fontaine, Sand..



◊



Secret love stories and unknown anecdotes.



◊



A very accessible essay in a similar vein to FEMMES DE DICTATEURS.



The author offers an intimate portrait, sometimes sulfurous but always fascinating, of the most famous and genious French writers, proving that sex is actually at the center of writer’s Literary universes. Who could imagine Alphonse Daudet, the author of LETTRES DE MON MOULIN, telling Flaubert during a dinner at Zola’s : « To reach orgasm, I 56
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Pierre Bayard LE TITANIC FERA NAUFRAGE (The Titanic Will Sink)



anticipation, urging readers to consider whether politicians, historians and scientists could have been forewarned by authors’ “predictions” and changed the course of history.



(Les Editions de Minuit, October 2016, 176 pages)



A clever and entertaining book that offers readers an enjoyable stroll through both famous and less well-known literary works, offering a chance to discover them or to enjoy them anew. The author sheds light on the arcana of texts by Jules Verne, Kafka and even Michel Houellebecq. Pierre Bayard was born in 1954. He is a Professor of English Literature at Paris University, and a psychoanalyst. He writes controversial and thought-provoking essays, the best-known of which is COMMENT PARLER DES LIVRES QUE L'ON A PAS LUS (HOW TO TALK ABOUT BOOKS YOU HAVEN’T READ (2007). The book has been translated into 27 languages and was a huge success (80,000 copies sold in France alone).



◊



The brilliant new book by Pierre Bayard, author of COMMENT PARLER DES LIVRES QUE L'ON A PAS LUS (How to Talk About Books You Haven’t Read)



◊



The sleek and subtle text presents literary theories and writers’ visionary plots with great verve.



◊



A book that refers to both famous and less well-known stories, subtly yet persuasively pointing out how they resonate with actual historic events and scientific discoveries.



After DEMAIN EST ÉCRIT (Tomorrow Is Written) and LE PLAGIAT PAR ANTICIPATION (Plagiary by Anticipation), Pierre Bayard’s third book about anticipation in fiction explores authors’ capacity to perceive and describe future events. Some stories do in fact describe catastrophes, discoveries and historic events that are yet to come. In FUTILITY, for instance, Morgan Robertson foresaw the sinking of the Titanic by inventing the story of a ship called the Titan that was very similar to the famous liner. His book was published in 1898, and a few years later, the Titanic foundered at sea. For Pierre Bayard, that is an example of the “anticipation” phenomenon. When novelists write, do they not become oracles or Cassandras? The author establishes a typology of literary 57
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André Castelot L’HISTOIRE À TABLE (History at the Table - If cuisine was told) Perrin, November 2015, 703 pages



◊



A feast in words, to use Jean-François Revel’s famous title, this text has been unavailable for more than thirty years but hasn’t aged a bit.



First published in 1972, one of the author’s greatest successes newly available: known as the « Emperor of the Little Story » his style marries itself perfectly with this subject. From A (apricot, absinth, asparagus, avocado, armagnac) to Z (Zewelewai, Zola), André Castelot invites us on a journey of joyful erudition through this dictionary of culinary wonders. One by one, he tells the story of eating utensils (the fork, the tablecloth, the napkin, the table, dishes...), the aliments and ingredients (coffee, water, strawberries, beans, oysters, potatoes, salads..), the chefs and famous gourmets (Brillat-Savarin, Escoffier, Talleyrand, Vatel), the Kings and Queens at the table (their meals, their tastes), the establishments and culinary professions (cabarets, cafés, cooks, grocers, great and famous tables), the origin and the evolution of meals, their origin and their evolution (sauerkraut, scallops, omelets), the wines and drinks, the cheeses, national cuisines, and finally, the idioms and customs that are part of the well-known French cultural exception: gastronomy.
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André Castelot was a historian. He wrote more than 70 successful books such as the biographies of Napoleon, Marie-Antoinette, Napoleon the Third or François 1er, but also The History Almanac (L’ALMANACH DE L’HISTOIRE) and the History Calendar (LE CALENDRIER DE L’HISTOIRE). He founded and directed the collection « Présence d’Histoire » at Perrin.



Lester Agency / Fall 2016 / Non Fiction Catalogue Laurent Stéfanini



À LA TABLE DES DIPLOMATES (Dining with the Diplomats) Les Arènes / L’Iconoclaste, October 2016, 336 pages



As we switch between the past and the present, the reader will progressively discover the his- tory of the meal “à la française” (which features on UNESCO’s world intangible heritage list) and how this culinary savoir-faire has played a (sometimes crucial) role in events which have marked French history and in establishing France’s image around the world.







◊



A selection of menus and unpublished documents drawn from the archives of the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs and of the Élysée Palace.



◊



Gastronomy “à la française” given pride of place.







Ranging from Francis I to COP21, some twenty great diplomatic gatherings are recounted by renowned historians (including Hélène Carrère d’Encausse, Jean-Pierre Babelon, François Kersaudy, Maurice Vaïsse, Patrick Rambourg and Jacques-Olivier Boudon). Diplomatic history seen through the great feasts “The destiny of nations depends on the manner in which they eat.” This aphorism from Brillat- Savarin stands as a good description of this ambitious project which L’Iconoclaste proposed to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the French National Archives. Drawing on both texts and images, this book tells the tale of major events in history through the lens of diplomatic meals. The meal “à la française” In parallel with this historical examination, we asked some of the leading chefs of today to peruse these menus with their expert culinary eye and to revisit with their savoir-faire the recipe for one of dishes on the menu of the era in question.
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INVESTIGATIONS / TRUE STORIES / MEMOIRS



INVESTIGATIONS / TRUE STORIES / MEMOIRS Benedetta Blancato ENFER FASHION (Fashion Hell) Calmann Levy, January 2016, 250 pages



◊



In a close examination of the upheavals of the fashion industry on the international level, Benedetta Blancato gives us a scathing portrait of the world of modeling agencies, where moral harassment is the norm and financial stakes the bottom line.



◊



Backed by a wealth of testimonials, the author breaks the law of silence to throw devastating light on the sprawling world of fashion.



Former agent for a major Parisian modeling agency, Benedetta Blancato delves into the cutthroat world of fashion where young girls’ bodies are seen as mere objects to be sold to the highest bidder. Indeed, during the frenzy of Fashion Week, thousands of apprentice teenage models, seeking fleeting glory and rarely informed of their rights, are subject to enormous amounts of pressure and barely legal work practices. Bookers, busy kowtowing to powerful untouchable clients, are utterly indifferent to their 60



plight. The waltz of models from Kiev to Paris and the financial interests of major groups guided by capital of often dubious origins are identical, the author further proves. The occasional scandal that comes to light in a business that dispassionately trades the bodies of young women is the mere tip of the iceberg. Benedetta Blancato is a fashion journalist. She makes regular contributions to Stylist, Lui, Les Inrocks, Vice Italie, Snatch, and Marie Claire Italie. Fashion Hell is her first book.
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Sarah Marquis INSTINCTS (3 Months Walking Alone In The Wild West Of Australia) Michel Lafon, September 2016, 304 pages



bush plants. At dawn, slingshot and machette at her waist, Sarah would set up her crab traps and fishing nets near a natural watering hole that was a larder for all the predators. In the kingdom of crocodiles she is on constant lookout: she knows that the slightest carelessness could be fatal… Back at camp in the evening, once the solar panel has charged the infra-red camera and it is switched on, let yourself be cradled along with her by the rocking of the hammock and experience the wildness of the night. Sarah had prepared for this trip – on her own admission, her most difficult expedition – her whole life. In Instincts, she invites you to share it. Sarah Marquis decided to give up a life of routine in the Swiss mountains to undertake solitary, intense walks in search of the unknown. In Sauvage par nature [« Wild by nature »], she recounted her long, 3-year trek from Siberia to Australia. With Instincts, she plunges us into her latest solitary survival expedition, begun on 6 June 2015, from east to west of the wild region of Kimberley in north-west Australia.



◊



The success of Sarah Marquis’ first book, Sauvage par nature (Michel Lafon, 2014), with over 80,000 copies sold.



◊



The story of a survival expedition that devotees of the genre will love.



◊



A book that awakens every reader’s desire to transcend their limits.



◊



A superb photo book.











Set out with Sarah Marquis on an incredible walk in Australia. After 23 years of expeditions, the desert explorer sets herself a challenge that is even crazier and more extreme in fulfilment of her dreams: a 3-month confrontation without supplies or money. Left purely to her own devices, she takes on the fearsome virgin territory of Kimberley with its savanna, gorges and rainforests. « To survive in nature, you have to forget your human body and follow your animal instincts… » Knowledge of flora and fauna is the best tool for survival. Her daily routine involves picking the fruit of the baobab tree and hunting insects or snakes. She had to perfect the art of fishing and master the times of the tides to make sea water drinkable with a porcelain filter. Nothing could be overlooked, from the delicious flesh of branches from the Pandanu tree to the medicinal qualities of 61



SCIENCES



SCIENCES Vincent Boqueho TOUTE LA PHYSIQUE À PORTÉE DE MAIN (All Physics At Your Fingertips) Dunod, March 2016, 544 pages



Alain R. Meunier & Abderrazak El Albani, & Roberto Macchiarelli AUX ORIGINES DE LA VIE. UNE NOUVELLE HISTOIRE DE L’ÉVOLUTION (The Origins Of Life. Investigating An Extraordinary Discovery) Dunod, March 2016, 256 pages



◊



Why do we not pass through the floor? What is the shape of the Universe? Can you go faster than light?



This book answers these questions and many others. No prerequisite is required: the physical fundamentals of the simplest phenomena as of the more complex are clearly explained, without resorting to mathematical tools: all formulas are concentrated in boxes for those who prefer them to a long explanation. The main areas of physics are addressed and linked: mechanics, thermodynamics, electromagnetism, optics, quantum physics, relativity... They are illustrated by many examples of applications in everyday life: GPS, laser, 3D glasses... The latest advances are presented: quantum computing, quantum vacuum, the Higgs boson, cosmic backgrounds, extrasolar planets... SupAero engineer by training, doctor of Astrophysics, Vincent Boqueho is an associate in Physical Sciences and teaches at Les Eucalyptus High School in Nice.
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This book tells the adventures of explorers of a particular kind: intrepid geologists, who have gone to Africa to gather samples of ancient sediments, and who go back in Time to reveal and astounding discovery. Fossils of cellular structures, over 2 billion years old, that have questioned the entire history accepted so far of theemergence of life on Earth! How did these researchers, led by Abderrazak El Albani, make this discovery? Abderrazak El Albani is a geologist at the University of Poitiers. Roberto Macchiarelli works at the Geosciences Department at the University of Poitiers. Alain R. Meunier is a geologist at the University of Poitiers.



Lester Agency / Fall 2016 / Non Fiction Catalogue



Pierre Binetruy À LA POURSUITE DES ONDES GRAVITATIONNELLES Tracking The Gravitational Waves Dunod, June 2015, 256 pages



Pierre Barthelemy & Marion Montaigne LE DICO DE L’IMPROBABLE. LA SCIENCE DE DR BART DU A À Z (The Dictionary of the Improbable. Dr Bart’s Science from A to Z) Dunod, October 2017, 512 pages



◊



Rights sold to: Mainland China and Japan.



We are accustomed to observing the light of the stars to understand the Universe. Yet it is not the most present radiation in the Universe, it is what we first identified because our eyes are “light detectors.” However, movement in the Universe is caused by gravity not light. It is, therefore, the associated radiation called gravitational waves that is of primary importance in the understanding of how the Universe works. Scientists very recently have succeeded in developing instruments which make it possible to detect this radiation. This book describes the techniques and concepts at work and gives an account of the race that laboratories world-wide are in to understand this gravitational Universe that is opening up to us.



Do you swim faster in water or snot? Which is the hottest, heaven or hell? Do rats understand Japanese upside-down?From Amnesia to Zoophilia, the famous Dr. Bart reveals some of the greatest gems of improbable science, that type of science that will make you smile and then think (or not...)! Pierre Barthélémy is a scientific journalist and is columnist for Le Monde.



Pierre Binétruy is head of research in the Particle Astrophysics and Cosmology laboratory (APC) of the University of Paris Diderot.
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SCIENCES



Luc-Alain Giraldeau DANS L’ŒIL DU PIGEON (In the Eye of the Pigeon) Boréal, September 2016, 232 pages



forbidden. To agree to be Darwinian is to accept a truth with serious consequences: the concept of good and bad cannot on any account come from nature. Biology can be useful without necessarily being deterministic, blind, and automatic. Biology is absolutely compatible with liberty. It just remains for us to embrace what really distinguishes us from the animal world: the responsibility of deciding acceptability and unacceptability. Luc-Alain Giraldeau is Professor in the Department of Biological Sciences and Dean of the Faculty of Science at UQAM. Winner of the Geoffroy Saint-Hilaire Award of the French Society for the Study of Animal Behaviour and the Prix Carrière en Recherche given by the University of Quebec, he copublished Le Comportement animal (Dunod), Les Sociétés animales, lions, fourmis et ouistitis (Le Pommier) and L’Écologie en ville (Fides).



◊



Rights sold France – Le Pommier.



◊



This book tells of the strangeness of life, that which differentiates it from inertia, the blind consequences of evolution and the emancipation of genes produced at each major step of the invention of life, the multicellular organism, sexual reproduction, animal societies and culture.



◊



Biology belongs to no one, especially not to biologists. It’s a culture, an index to decode reality. The view it has developed of living things is revealing, intriguing, worrying, frustrating, and stimulating. It would be a pity to reserve it solely for the world of natural sciences and academia.



A dogma that for a long time ruled the social sciences: wanting to find the biological bases of human behaviour wasn’t only a mistake but also a dangerous illusion that could lead to the worst eugenic and fascist aberrations. For the ethologist Luc Alain Giraldeau, it’s exactly the opposite: the more we study nature, the clearer it becomes that it can never be used to justify what’s allowed or 64
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PHILOSOPHY & RELIGION & SPIRITUAL LIFE Frédéric le Moal LES DIVISIONS DU PAPE (The Vatican vs. Totalitarianism 1917-1989)



the USSR to the United States, as well as Franco’s Spain and republican France. The fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989 gave the Vatican an extraordinary and lasting prestige. But to get to that point, it had to take several paths, navigate world conflicts, sign agreements with dictatorial regimes while denouncing their ideology, and bargain without compromising itself. Frédéric Le Moal, who holds a doctorate in contemporary history and teaches at the military academy of Saint-Cyr, has published several works including VICTOR EMMANUEL III. UN ROI FACE À MUSSOLINI (A King facing Mussolini) (Perrin, 2015) – licensed in Italy to LIBRERIA GORIZIANA.



Perrin, September 2016, 450 pages







The Vatican’s stand against the three great totalitarian regimes of the twentieth century. Stalin’s sarcastic remark “The Pope, how many divisions has he got?” is wellknown. Much less so, the retort of Pope Pius XII, at the announcement of the death of the Father of Nations: « Now he can see how many divisions we have up there! » Both contain an element of truth: how could the pitiful Swiss Guard have possibly prevented an invasion of the Vatican? In any case, the order to invade was never given. The originality of this book lies in the study of the battle waged by the Holy See between 1917 and 1991 against the three totalitarian systems that plotted its demise: the Soviet Union, Fascist Italy and the Third Reich. It opens with the little-known pontificate of Benedict Xv and ends with that of John Paul II, the pope who came from the communist East. It details the struggles of Pius XI, the caution of Pius XII, and the overtures of John XXIII and Paul VI; it analyzes how the popes have established relationships with very different regimes, from 65



François Taillandier JÉSUS (Jesus) Perrin, August 2016, 350 pages



beliefs recounted, such as the Annunciation, the miracle of Cana, the countless healings and the Resurrection? Novelist François Taillandier is best known for writing ANIELKA (winner of the French Academy novel prize, Stock, 1999) and a suite in five volumes, LA GRANDE INTRIGUE (The great intrigue, Stock, 2005- 2009). He is also the author of L’ECRITURE DU MONDE (Scripture of the world, Stock, 2013), LA CROIX ET LE CROISSANT (The Cross and the Crescent, Stock, 2014) and SOLSTICE (Stock, 2015) a series hailed bythe press as an outstanding achievement in the historical novel category.



◊



To approach Jesus, François Taillandier goes back to the original texts in ancient Greek with an attitude of total openness, to the point of courting controversy.



◊



In this work, the gaze of the critical reader and that of the “free” Catholic converge so that this presence, this message that changed the course of history, can be extracted from the traditional Christian approach.



A literary life of Jesus written by a novelist and a believer. Jesus of Nazareth has been described in many ways: a legendary character, an impostor, a sage, a pathological liar, and of course the son of God. “And you, who do you say that I am?” Jesus asks his disciples. Two thousand years later, the question remains and eve- ryone – atheist, skeptic, agnostic or believer – is seeking to answer it. It is as both a novelist and a believer that François Taillandier offers his vision. Sensitive to words, to the construction of narratives and their strength, he returns to the texts that speak of Jesus, the Gospels. One recurrent question guides his thought: who is telling us what? It is indeed strange to consider that in all probability, the authors of these texts never encountered Jesus. They wrote the story of his life decades after his crucifixion in a language that was not his: Greek. And what are we to think of the facts and 66
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PSYCHOLOGY & MEDECINE & SELFHELP Myriam David L’ENFANT DE 2 À 6 ANS (The Child from 2 to 6 years old) Dunod, August 2016, 128 pages



◊



Rights on the previous editions sold to: Brazil, Romania



This book covers the “founding” period in terms of emotional life, since the young child’s feelings and emotions, as well as his needs and tendencies, already presuppose genuine human relationships, that is, mainly family relations (need for dependence and autonomy, feelings of opposition or attachment).



Gustave-Nicolas Fischer, Virginie Dodeler MON BUREAU, MA MAISON ET MOI. COMMENT NOS ESPACES DE VIE NOUS INFLUENCENT (My Office, My Home and Me. How our Living Spaces Influence us) Dunod, September 2016, 256 pages



A guide to understanding how our living spaces determine our thoughts and behaviours. Find out everything about the interaction between man and his environment: how the environment influences our behaviours and our emotions, how our office reflects our moods...



Myriam David is a French psychoanalyst, paediatrician and psychiatrist (19172004). Pioneer on mother- child interactions in France, the research that she carried out on the different types of early interactions remain to this day a model for clinical observation with a truly scientific approach to these issues.
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PSYCHOLOGY & MEDECINE & SELF-HELP



Anaël Assier & Soizic Michelot COMMENT NE PAS FINIR COMME TES PARENTS (Overly stressed teenagers) Les Arènes, May 2016, 272 pages



criticism, the first major life challenges and a fear of being judged by others combine with all kinds of existential thoughts, such as “what is the point of life?”, “I will never make it” and “I’m not up to it”. And yet no one explains to teenagers how to confront these issues. Illustrations are provided by Pénélope Bagieu, who has made a name for herself with her fascinating blog Ma vie in which she humorously depicts experiences drawn from her everyday life. Anaël Assier & Soizic Michelot have been practising meditation since adolescence. Nearly twenty years on, they are both now teachers of adults and teenagers in the healthcare, business and education sectors. This manual is the fruit of their experiences and interactions with young people.



◊



A variety of resources (observations, reflections, very simple theoretical frameworks).



◊



A method which helps people to relate creatively to their intentions, their emotions, their thoughts and, more generally, to all the situations which life brings up.



◊



Guided meditations (available on CD, MP3 or as a download) to be practised in conjunction with reading the book.



◊



The first self-help book focusing on mindfulness (and on life) which has been specifically designed for 15 to 25-yearolds.



◊



A lesson in theart of living based on consideration, respect, humour and relaxation.



This book approaches these turbulent experiences with clarity and flexibility through a discipline which is as old as time: meditation. We learn how to convert failures into opportunities through: The transition from childhood to adulthood is difficult. It is a time when self68
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Jacques Semelin JE VEUX CROIRE AU SOLEIL (I Want To Believe In The Sun) Les Arènes, April 2016, 288 pages



his students by their voices), we are taken on an engrossing journey. At every turn there are difficulties to surmount, accentuated by his unfamiliarity with Montreal, where he is without his usual Parisian reference points and where the social codes are not the same. A historian and expert in French politics. Jacques Semelin is a director of research at the CNRS and since 1999 has been teaching at SciencesPo, where he has developed apioneering course on genocideand extreme violence. His workshave been translated into 19languages and his most recentbook, Persécutions et entraidesdans la France occupée, received unanimous critical praise and wonthe Prix de l’Académie française.In 2007, he told the story of his slow transition to blindness in J’arrive où je suis étranger, an extremely moving account to which this new book is the sequel.



◊



The manifold daily challenges faced by a blind person.



◊



An account which is both funny and life- affirming.



◊



We discover how the other senses, such as hearing, touch and smell, can be used to compensate for visual impairment, as well as how modern technology, such as mobile telephones and computers, have partially been adapted for the blind.



What is everyday life like for a blind person? At the age of 16, Jacques Semelin learnt by chance that one day he would go blind. When? Nobody could say for sure, but his destiny was nevertheless sealed. And yet not quite... for Jacques Semelin has turned his life into a crusade for light: the light of knowledge. In searching for himself, he became a researcher and finally won the recognition of his peers, although he had by then been blind for several years. Today, his work on genocide and civil resistance is internationally recognised as being of major importance. After being invited to teach some classes in Quebec, he wrote a remarkable account of his stay, which took on the dimensions of an amazing adventure story. From the outset (ordering a taxi to Charles de Gaulle and then finding his way around the airport) to the most challenging moments (learning to recognise 69



PSYCHOLOGY & MEDECINE & SELF-HELP



Normand Mousseau COMMENT SE DÉBARASSER DU DIABÈTE DE TYPE 2 SANS CHIRURGIE NI MÉDICAMENT Boréal, 280 pages



◊



English Manuscript Available



◊



Rights sold in France (Thierry Souccar).



It is tempting to see in diabetes a chronic manageable disease through medication. This overlooks the fact that diabetes is responsible for a significant number of cases of blindness, amputation, kidney disease, and heart failure. Anyone who suffers is sentenced to spend the rest of his life watching his diet and taking medication, knowing that sooner or later they will lose their control of their disease. After being diagnosed with type 2 diabetes, Normand Mousseau refused to abide by the recommendations of his doctor and sought the road to recovery. He decided to follow a new therapeutic approach, based on a strict low calorie diet. Today, he no longer has diabetes. He shares his personal experience, while offering the reader a scientific explanation of both the causes of the disease and the reasons why this therapy may successfully eradicateit. Finally, it clearly indicates the different steps to achieve this. Normand Mousseau is Professor in Physics at the University of Montreal and holds the Canada Research Chair in Computational Physics of Complex Materials. He is the author of several books on the topic: La Révolution des gaz de schiste (2010) and Le
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Défi des ressources minières (2012). Since September 2011, he has been producing and hosting a weekly radio show on popular science.
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Stéphane Clerget BIEN DANS SON ASSIETTE, BIEN DANS SA TÊTE ! (Healthy Eating Habits for a Healthy Mind !) Fayard, September 2016, 250 pages



◊



How do various nutriments either set off or repress particular emotions? Which foods affect which emotions, and more broadly, which food combinations, or even eating habits, can help regulate our moods?



◊



An insightful look at food as an effective adjuvant treatment for minor psychological disorders.



The impact of food on our senses, moods and morale has long been recognized. So has the notion of “nutri-medicine.” This book looks at the direct impact of food on our emotions. Indeed, Hippocrates, in the fourth century BC, talked about the therapeutic virtues of food. In recent years, numerous studies have looked at the impact of nutrition on health, but mainly from the perspective of “cancer-fighting” or preventing cardiovascular disease through heal- thier food, such as the Mediterranean diet. Stéphane Clerget is a psychiatrist. He is the author of Kilos émotionnels, comment s’en libérer and L’Amouret les kilos.
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GASTRONOMY & LIFESTYLE



GASTRONOMY & LIFESTYLE Myriam Huet LE VIN POUR TOUS. LE COMPRENDRE, LE CHOISIR, L’APPRÉCIER (Wine for Everyone. Understanding, Choosing, Enjoying) Dunod, August 2016, 240 pages



Antoine Lebegue LE VIN DE A À Z. DÉCOUVREZ TOUS LES MOTS DU VIN ET DEVENEZ INCOLLABLE (Wine from A to Z. Discover all the wine vocabulary and become unbeatable) Dunod, August 2016, 320 pages



◊



◊



“History, grape varieties, winemaking, tasting: 240 pages of simple, clear, and often amusing pedagogy.” Hélène Piot, Régal “A clear summary of the author’s encyclopaedic knowledge, written by a true professional, oenologist and teacher.” Jacques Dupont, Le Point



Does wine intrigue you as much as it excites you? Does it intimidate you as much as it fascinates you? This book is for you: it provides all the keys to understand, choose and appreciate wine.  UNDERSTANDING: you will discover the different grape varieties as well as the different methods of development and aging of wines. CHOOSING: you will learn about the different regions and styles of wines, as well as how to decipher the labels. ENJOYING: thanks to the author’s advice, tasting, serving and matching food with wines will no longer have any secrets for you.
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◊



Richly illustrated with photographs, maps and diagrams, this book is the perfect companion for your tastings!



◊



Wines and vineyards from around the world.



◊



All the AOC’s presented in detail



◊



Practical notecards on buying, storing and serving wine



◊



Rankings, history, matching suggestions, anecdotes...



All the wine vocabulary finally deciphered!Grape varieties, regions and designations, major domains, tasting... this practical encyclopaedia gathers all the words related to the world of vines and wine.
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ILLUSTRATED Patrick Poivre d’Arvor SAINT EXUPÉRY LE CARTABLE AUX SOUVENIRS (Saint-Exupéry, The Satchel of Memories) Michel Lafon, November 2016, 160 pages



◊



Saint-Exupéry fascinates every generation.



◊



Photographs that illustrate a very moving account, written by an expert on Saint-Exupéry.



◊



Previously unpublished documents from the archives of the Fondation Saint-Exupéry.



◊



From picture to picture and word to word, Patrick Poivre d’Arvor’s love of his idol becomes ever clearer as he guides us through the saga of the most famous of French air-force pilots.



and lovers), his passions and the possessions he held dear, such as the bracelet that enabled the identification of the P38-Lightning he flew on his final mission, found off the coast of Marseille in the 2000s. In short, this illustrated ‘bible’ tells the reader all there is to know about ‘Saint-Ex’. Prolific writer Patrick Poivre d’Arvor is the author of nearly sixty novels and biographies. A great lover of literature and the arts, he has excelled in the art of opera production since presenting the national TV news from 1975 to 2008, making him one of the most famous and popular personalities on the French broadcasting scene.



Antoine de Saint-Exupéry was among the most fascinating French figures of the 20th century. He was an airmail and air-force pilot, but above all a world-famous writer. His timeless tale The Little Prince has held generations of children spellbound. Patrick Poivre d’Arvor invites us to rediscover the story of a man who has fascinated him since childhood, looking back over the most striking aspects of Saint-Exupéry’s life, from his birth in Lyon to his last flight on July 31, 1944. He looks at the people who were closest to the pilot and author (family, friends 73



ILLUSTRATED



Gilbert DELOS BIÈRES (Beers)



Jean-Claude Boulliard 101 MINÉRAUX ET PIERRES PRÉCIEUSES... QU’IL FAUT AVOIR VUS DANS SA VIE (101 Minerals and gemstones worth seeing in your life)



Dunod, October 2017, 264 pages



Dunod, October 2016, 240 pages



◊



This book presents 101 minerals and gemstones from around the world, all singular and unique.



Over geological time, the Earth has created traps in different places where magnificent mineral curiosities have appeared. From the most iconic (gold, diamond, ruby, silver...) to the less well-known (proustite, hematite, azurite, aragonite...), each mineral or gem is presented on a double-page: one page of text with the description and scientific explanation and on the facing page, one or several magnificent photographs.



◊



Throughout the pages, ten portraits of French brewers, selected for the originality of their production, will augment the content.



◊



At the end of the book, the author makes a selection of some of the essential beers that you must have tasted at least once in your life.



Where does beer come from, how is it made? What taste does it have and when to drink it? As an aperitif? For dessert? Can it be served for diner? All these questions will be answered in this very illustrated book. Blonde, brown, amber or white, hand-crafted or industrial, elaborated from simple ingredients such as water, cereals or hop, beer currently offers a great richness of colours, scents and flavours. This diversity is also found among brewers, big or small, who work all over France to deliver and share their own personal vision. Gilbert Delos is a journalist and beerologist.
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Marion Godfroy & Xavier Dectot Illustrations by Lucille Clerc L’HISTOIRE PASSE À TABLE 50 repas qui ont fait le monde (Sitting Down to History’s Table: 50 Meals that Made the World) Payot, September 2016 300 pages



committed an embarrassing culinary gaffe at a state dinner in Versailles in honor of the Chinese president? Marion GODFROY is an associate researcher at the CNRS (French Center for Scientific Research). Xavier DECTOT was the first Director of the Louvre Museum in Lens, and is now at the head of the prestigious National Museum of Scotland, in Edinburgh. These two old friends, who are both serious foodies, had already committed a book together. They have returned to the scene of the crime with this new gem. Lucille CLERC is a French illustrator living in London. She is notably the author of the drawing with the pencils in response to the Charlie Hebdo attack.



« Ce livre d’histoire anecdotique et gastronomique n’a pas la pretention de nous faire entrer dans la cuisine politique du passé mais il justifie à sa façon une nouvelle expression : la faim justifie les moyens. » – Livres Hebdo



◊



Historical culinary anecdotes unpublished archives.



drawn



from



hitherto



◊



A beautiful book, with an elegant layout and original illustrations.



L’Histoire passe à table, 50 repas qui ont fait le monde brings French and world history to life through a series of historical breakfasts, lunches, dinners and suppers, from Antiquity to the present. Close your eyes, breathe deep... and bon appétit!   Did you know that Benjamin Franklin, the first American Ambassador to France, ate asparagus with his fingers, shocking Parisian high society? That the Marquis de Sade left a delicious recipe for “sadistic” cutlets that will make your dinner guests blush with delight? That it is far more chic to flip Elisabeth of Austria’s pannequets – preferably with a gold coin in the other hand – than boring old crepes? That at Napoleon’s grandest dinner party they didn’t serve his favorite dish, Marengo Chicken? That in 1942, Churchill was sent home with a picnic basket packed by Stalin? And that De Gaulle went out of his way to try to please a perfidious Jacqueline Kennedy? Or that Alain Ducasse 75



ILLUSTRATED



Florence Besson, Eva Amor & Claire Steilein Illustrations by Sophie Griotto L’AMOUR À LA PARISIENNE (Love à la parisienne… !) Michel Lafon, April 2016, 200 pages



Is Paris the capital of love? Are Parisian women queens of the extramarital affair…? What if it’s really true? Here is a little guide to the art of seduction, love and pleasure – for a single evening or for life… à la française! Which woman has never asked her girlfriends, “Why do you think he hasn’t called me back?” Who can say they have never been tempted by the prospect of a wild night of passion with a passing stranger? Who has never wondered how you go about finding a man who will make you laugh, moan with pleasure and feel you can be yourself with him? Or wondered how to stay sexy, independent, funny and inventive while living with someone – whether just for a year or for the time it takes to have five children? The Parisienne is the quintessential contradictory woman, who wants men to open her car door but let her drive. She is heir to a thousand legendary ladies in love and lives life in the fast lane in the most romantic city in the world. So who could better celebrate love, life, freedom, frivolity and the joy of dining in bed with a lover who has become a part of your world?



◊



Rights sold in Germany (Ullstein), Italy (Rizzoli), Japan (Discover 21), Korea (HanbitBiz), USA (Chronicle Books), UK & Australia & New Zeland (HarperCollins).



◊



27,000 copies sold!



◊



Three sections of 40 questions each for women who are living life to the full as singles; those who have found a lover and want to take things further (but not give up their freedom); and those who share their life with that special man and have brought special little somebodies into the world and their relationship.



◊
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Forty or so lists of practical addresses: places where you can lunch, find hot lingerie, take him away for a weekend, relook him or cry on a strategically located park bench…



◊



Typically Parisian tips.



◊



Clichés to avoid like the plague.



A hymn to women, love and fiercely independent Parisiennes, this lively, lighthearted, spicy volume uninhibitedly explores every side of the issue and reminds us that love goes hand in hand with humor. It is the literary equivalent of an evening with caring, funny girlfriends who have a gift for defusing problems and helping you love freely… as a true, tender, untamed Parisienne. Eva Amor, a 38-year-old lawyer who spends most of her time giving advice to her friends. For her, principles and morality do not come into the picture : the important thing is having a good time, for one night or for 10 years. She manages to do it herself magnificently! Florence Besson, 40 years old, a journalist for the magazine Elle, she has studied in depth – and breadth – the issue of contemporary French women in love : their expectations and their idiosyncracies. A long-time expert of good-time relationships, she is today just as happy in a relationship – putting her articles to good use ! Claire Steinlen, 41 years old. A journalist for the magazine Clés. Being part of a couple ? A relationship that lasts and which is still fun ? She has experience of that : for 22 years, she has lived the perfect relationship with the same man, with her friends asking advice on how she does it. Happiness ? It’s easy : you just have to listen to it ! Sophie Griotto has captured very different worlds on film, from Lolita Lempicka to Caudalie and Jean Paul Gaultier to Dior.
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