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To what expent a death penalty is a fair sentence

Furthermore the death penalty doesn't reduce the number of crimes, it increases it. Today, in thirty five American states, you can be sentenced to death if you ... 
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To what extent is the death penalty a fair sentence? “An eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth” as the saying goes. Thirty five states in the USA apply the death penalty and since 1976, one thousand two hundred and twenty two convicts have been executed. We may wonder whether the death penalty is a fair sentence or if it’s unworthy of human beings. My outline will be two-fold, first I will try to show that the death penalty is a barbaric practice. Secondly I would like to explain why sometimes capital punishment can be a fair sentence. Nowadays, the death penalty is used as a political tool. In fact, politicians gain votes thanks to promises of more executions and more prisons. It placates people. The more violent crime we have, the more people beg for executions. Besides, innocents are sometimes sent to jail and miscarriages of justice can be committed when evidence is lame. Inmates may be wrongly convicted. What’s more “We can’t condemn somebody to death without evidence”, rules the Federal Habeas Corpus. Nobody cares about the human beings on death row. Consequently, the death penalty is unworthy of human beings. It’s a lottery and inmates are nothing but pawns that law-abiding people kill with a clear conscience. Furthermore the death penalty doesn’t reduce the number of crimes, it increases it. Today, in thirty five American states, you can be sentenced to death if you commit of the following crimes: murder, rape, felony, kidnapping, torture, treason, crime against humanity and aggravated murder. Therefore, when a crime is so serious, the death penalty is a fair sentence. Concerning offenders, they can’t repeat an offence and people in general had better eradicate those criminals right away. Besides, the death penalty is more frightening than serving a life sentence for offenders. Then they must think twice. Consequently, it’s maybe a good deterrent. Furthermore, the victims’ families don’t seek redress by themselves. Indeed, they could be motivated by a desire for revenge. The death penalty relieves the victims’ families, so it’s a form of retribution and it’s fair. Finally, when you kill someone, you only deserve to die too. Nowadays, the death penalty raises a lot of burning issues. Is it really an unfair sentence? When the death penalty is used as a political tool, politicians play with the convicts’ lives and they cheapen the value of life whereas, when a horrendous crime is committed, like the murder of two children for example, to my mind the death penalty is a fair sentence. What’s more, offenders can’t repeat an offence. Therefore it’s a good deterrent for criminals. We may wonder whether one day the death penalty will be abolished worldwide.
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