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To what extent is the death penalty a fair sentence?

What makes it a fair sentence and by contrast, what makes it an unjust ... There is no choice but to accept that miscarriages of justice do happen. ... The right to. 
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To what extent is the death penalty a fair sentence? The death penalty has existed from time immemorial // for centuries = the death penalty has always existed. It is the most severe form of corporal punishment, requiring law enforcement officers to actually kill the offenders. While some countries still use it, others have long abolished it. Nevertheless opinions are divided over//on such a sentence. What makes it a fair sentence and by contrast, what makes it an unjust punishment? My outline will be two-fold : first, I will try to show that the death penalty is a fair punishment and second, I will attempt to show that it may not always be such a fair sentence.



First of all, it seems quite fair that offenders who have committed horrendous crimes such as rapists, serial killers, terrorists and child molesters should die. As the saying goes “An eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth”. After all, they had it coming, and when they committed their horrible deeds they probably knew they risked being executed. Besides, it is a way for society to protect itself and get rid of useless and evil people, so it’s just fair that they should be put to death //killed by the state. Secondly, the grief and suffering // the predicament of victims’ families never ends. Even if executing the murderer neither brings back the victim nor puts an end to the ordeal of those who have lost a loved one, it may quench their desire for revenge and retaliation, therefore giving them the feeling that justice has been done//rendered and somewhat alleviating their pain. However, even if capital punishment seems appropriate in certain circumstances, it should always be fairly and uniformly applied, and it’s not always the case. Let’s take an example : O.J. Simpson, a famous American football player and actor, was charged with the murder of his ex-wife in the 1990s. There was damning evidence that left little doubt about his guilt. Yet, as he was wealthy enough to hire a team of topnotch //crackerjack (//excellent ) attorneys // lawyers, he was acquitted. Thus, most of the time, the death penalty targets the underprivileged, those who can’t afford good legal counsel//advice. In this respect, there is a saying in the US: “capital punishment means that those without a capital get the punishment”. What’s more, even if forensic science has improved a lot over the past decades, we can never be absolutely sure of somebody’s guilt. There is no choice but to accept that miscarriages of justice do happen. Once a convict is dead // has been executed, a retrospective pardon//clemency is of little use to them or their family. Last but not least, the death penalty is unjust as it violates//abuses human rights. The right to life can neither be given nor taken away. No matter how horrendous or evil a crime is, in a world full of uncertainty, human rights are a clearly drawn line.



To put it in a nutshell, // all in all, even if in some cases the death penalty seems to be the most appropriate // the fairest sentence // sanction, there is no such thing as a perfectly flawless justice system on earth and as it seems, justice may not be the same for all, most of the time depending on the defendant’s wealth and influence. Therefore, capital punishment could be considered a fair sentence provided human justice were//was flawless // faultless.



Another possible introduction : “Lex talionis,” mentioned by the Bible encourages “An eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth” mentality, and people have been using it regularly for centuries. We use it in reference to burglary, adultery, and various other situations, although, some people enforce it on a different level, some people use it in reference to death. An individual may steal from those who have stolen from him, or an individual wrongs those who have wronged him, but is it fair that an individual should have the right to kill to seek retaliation ? I will first try to show how the death penalty can be considered a fair punishment and I will then attempt to explain // point out why it may sometimes be unfair.
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