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FICTION



FICTION BEST-SELLERS 2014 Minard, Céline: FAILLIR ÊTRE FLINGUÉ (FAIL TO BE SHUT) (Rivages, August 2013, 326 pages) Longlisted for the Prix Médicis, the Prix Femina and the Prix Wepler Awarded the 2014 Prix du Livre Inter & the 2013 Prix du Style Over 70,000 copies sold & new reprint of 20,000 copies in France!! German translation available ! !



A Western with roots, a veritable founding saga that ranges from lyrical to dramatic to burlesque, FAILLIR ÊTRE FLINGUÉ is first and foremost a vibrant celebration of the shifting limits of the imagination.



On the outskirts of a burgeoning town that all trails lead to, a fresh breath is blowing over the inhospitable prairies of the Far West. That breath belongs to Water-Running-Over-the-Plains, a young Indian woman whose clan was decimated and who has been using her skills as a healer for the good of both Whites and Indians ever since. She will meet plenty of people: Brad and Jeff, brothers who are crossing the great open spaces along with their dying old mother in a rickety cart drawn by two stubborn old oxen; Gifford, who would have died of smallpox if Water-Running hadn’t saved him in the nick of time; Elie, who’s on the run from Bird Boisverd, whose horse he stole; Arcadia, a wandering musician whose bow was stolen by the Quibble Gang. And plenty of other characters whose singular fates, like the entwined strands of a colorful skein of wool, are woven into a boldly revisited Western tale in which that mythically untamed American landscape becomes a shared, stillpermeable space open to all sorts of trafficking, transits and wanderings. Céline Minard’s novels include LE DERNIER MONDE (2007), BASTARD BATTLE (2008, Prix Wepler Special Mention), OLIMPIA (2010) and SO LONG LUISE (2011). All of her books have been critically acclaimed for their demanding style and their narrative virtuosity. She is seen as one of the most unusual voices in contemporary literature. Rights sold to: Germany (Matthes & Seitz VG), Spain (RBA) & (Italy (66thand2nd). “FAILLIR ÊTRE FLINGUÉ is one of the most intriguing and thought-provoking novels I’ve read in a good while. [...] Céline Minard handles things with admirably authoritative skill. She is by turns a painter, a geographer, a surveyor and a magician. In a word, a novelist.” Livres-Hebdo “FAILLIR ÊTRE FLINGUÉ [is] a marvel of intelligence and originality, one of the gems of this year’s crop of new books.” Le Monde des Livres “With perfect aim, Céline Minard’s entertaining characters, drawn over a poetic and contemplative background, bring this unique western blazingly to life.” Télérama



Grand, Emmanuel: TERMINUS BELZ (Liana Levi, January 2014, 368 pages) 25 000 copie sold in France English sample available ! TERMINUS BELZ has entered the French bestsellers’ list. Longlisted for the Prix du Polar Européen, the Prix Landernau Policier Shortlisted for the Prix des Maisons de la Presse and the 2014 Prix Polar Michel Lebrun ! In the Top 10 for Best Thriller of the Year (LIRE Magazine) !



Listed for Prices: Prix of european detectif Le Point, Deuxième liste du Prix des Maisons de la presse, Prix Landernau policier
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BEST-SELLERS 2014 !



An unsettling tale in a magnificent and menacing natural setting that is the only true master of sailors and other men’s fates.



!



Human folly and superstition, as well as small-town gossip, make for a threatening atmosphere.



!



The plot weaves social commentary in with themes like illegal immigration and sailors’ difficult working conditions.



Marko, an illegal alien with the Rumanian mafia on his trail, is hiding out on the island of Belz, in Brittany, where he works on a fishing boat. He is confronted with a world steeped in superstition. A thriller with a threatening atmosphere and relentless suspense. Marko has decided to leave Ukraine for France, illegally. But the trip doesn’t go as planned: the two guides rape the young woman who is traveling with them. Three men step in, take their money, and slip away. With the Rumanian mafia on their trail, they part ways. Marko heads west, eventually finding a job on a fishing boat on a small island called Belz. What seemed like a perfect situation quickly turns into a nightmare: everybody on the island knows everybody else, fishermen live in miserable conditions, and there’s not enough work to go around. When a man is viciously murdered, the police lock the island down in order to interrogate everyone. But if they interrogate Marko, they’ll find out that he’s an illegal alien, and he’ll be deported. Once he has hidden from the police, he has to continue to lay low. Other strange events ensue, and fishermen’s superstitions crop up. Marko feels trapped between the demons of his own past, a threatening community, the police manhunt and the Rumanian mafia. Masks finally fall, and having faced down both his fear of the sea and of death, Marko is welcomed into the community. In this masterful tale, Emmanuel Grand’s Marko is captive to a hopeless situation and a police investigation on an island whose closets are filled with skeletons, where the madness and supernatural events evoke David Lynch’s Twin Peaks. Born in 1966, Emmanuel Grand spent his childhood on the Atlantic coast. TERMINUS BELZ is his first novel. Rights sold to: Germany (AufBau), Spain (Salamandra), French Pocket rights sold (Seuil) "At times a sobering thriller, at others an inspired social novel, Terminus Belz deploys its beautiful architecture and musical style right to the last page." Télérama "The thriller revelation of the new season." RTL "Grand strings us along right to the last sentence." Métro "A first thriller that speaks of resilience, of masculine fraternity, and of insularity." Psychologies "Cursed be the reader who misses this diabolical book." Paris Match "Right from the start of play, he proves he's got the soul of a storyteller. A detour to Belz is a must." Livres Hebdo "A 'devilishly' disturbing road movie punctuated with murders and peopled with feisty yet profoundly humane characters." Actualité "A windswept island is the harrowing no-exit setting for this first novel that combines Stephen King and Simenon." Télé Z



Lambert, Karine: L’IMMEUBLE DES FEMMES QUI ONT RENONCÉ AUX HOMMES (THE BUILDING OF WOMEN WHO REFUSED TO MEN) (Michel Lafon, May 2014, 240 pages) Number 3 on the Amazon ebook bestelling list !



Endearing characters, an acute insight into woman’s psychology, a cleverly-crafted novel and a building that both men and women will be curious to visit.



!



A novel that rides a growing trend: intergenerational cohabitation, self-managed shelters for elderly women, inter-district solidarity, an effort to reinforce social bonds and proximity between people.



!



This commercial novel, optimistic and comforting, about a small group of women who’ve given up on men and whose refusal to love again will be turned upside down, is the perfect feel-good book.
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FICTION In a building inhabited by women who have abjured men only, man’s presence is everywhere. In their anger, nostalgia, dreams and desires… There, four women have joined their destiny, in spite of their different ages and backgrounds. They are no bitter feminists, but women who, hurt and betrayed by love, have found a new way of life. Juliette, a young new tenant, is charmed by the joyful complicity, the laughter and the touch of eccentricity she discovers in them. But she hasn’t given up on anything! Will her relentless quest for love end up shattering her neighbours’ certainties and taste for celibacy? Both full of harsh and tender moments, the novel skilfully oscillates between deep and humorous reflections on the difficulty of loving someone and making choices in life, but also on how human beings, although broken by life, still find their way to happiness. Karine Lambert is a photographer on the lookout for essential truths. L'IMMEUBLE DES FEMMES QUI ONT RENONCÉ AUX HOMMES is her first novel. Karine is Belgian and lives in Brussels. Rights are sold: Random House (Spain), Sperling & Kupfer (Italy), Poland (Proszynski), Lithuania (Alma Littera), Romania (Editura Trei) “Des cabossés vivant à coup d'expédients. Des mal-aimés qui tentent d'aimer quand même. Claudie Gallay pose sur eux un regard profondément juste et bouleversant.” La Vie



Mayeras, Maud: REFLEX (REFLEX) (Editions Anne Carrière, October 2013, 368 pages) 15 000 copies sold in France ! !



The dual story of a serial killer and the mother of one of his victims makes for a discomforting novel with a surprising ending.



!



A gripping thriller with disturbing, pathetic and dangerous characters.



!



Readers will be taken in by the red herrings: nothing about this novel is obvious or hackneyed.



When another child’s body is found in the place where her son was murdered, Iris Baudry, an asocial and obsessive police photographer, reopens the case, unearthing family secrets in a dark and disturbing novel where no one is what they seem… Iris Baudry is a forensic photographer. Available night and day, she is called to crime scenes to immortalize the victims’ tortured bodies. Iris is discreet, obsessive and determined. She shoots corpses by the dozen to try to erase the image of her own son, who had been brutally murdered 11 years earlier. Henry Witkin, the scion of a long and chaotic line of unwed mothers, is a discreet serial killer who skins his victims carefully, grasping for the comforting contact of his mother’s skin. When a child’s body is found in the home town she has fled, attention à la vo, ‘fui’ au lieu de ‘fuit’, Iris is forced to return to the scene of her worst nightmare, the unbearable place where her son died, and where her wicked witch of a mother still has some hideous secrets buried deep within her insane mind. Maud Mayeras leads readers through the unpredictable plot with perfect mastery. A disturbing police procedural that is neither hackneyed nor flashy, and which has a very unexpected ending. A psycho-thriller that’s impossible to put down! Maud Mayeras is 30 years old; REFLEX is her second novel, after the noteworthy HEMATOME (2006), the winner of several awards for detective fiction. Rights sold to: Turkey (Pegasus), the Netherlands (De Bezige Bij/Cargo) French pocket rights sold after an auction (Pocket)! “Réflex”, paru chez Anne Carrière, est le deuxième et excellent thriller de la jeune Limougeaude, Maud Mayeras. Elle y développe suspens, ambiance sombre mais aussi une belle écriture, percutante et inventive. (...) Cela ajoute encore à son histoire bien ficelée, originale et prenante." Le Populaire "Dans le monde de Maud Mayeras, la première impression est rarement la bonne et le vrai coupable jamais celui que l'on pense (...). Un thriller hors-pair qui se lit d'une seule traite avec la peur au ventre et l'horreur dans les yeux. " À-Lire.info "Exceptionnel. Absolument diabolique." Gérard Collard, Le Magazine de la Santé. "En étant tout en sensation, ce roman fait appel à tous vos sens et particulièrement à la vue. Les images de Reflex, un thriller sensoriel, resteront un long moment dans l'esprit du lecteur." Plume Libre
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HIGHLIGHT SPRING 2014 Guène, Faïza Guène: UN HOMME, ÇA NE PLEURE PAS (A MAN DOES NOT CRY) (Fayard, January 2014, 320 pages) The latest book from Faïza Guène, whose first novel, KIFFE, KIFFE DEMAIN was an international sensation translated into 30 languages. Mourad, a Frenchman with Algerian roots, tells his family’s history with self-deprecating humor, and a certain distance from both his own culture and from integration policy. Mourad, a young French teacher with Algerian roots, describes his childhood in Nice and his life in Paris. He talks about his over-protective mother; his father who can’t read, but never cries, and above all, about the scission in his family caused by his sister, Dounia. She walked away, slamming the door behind her, to become a feminist activist. Going into politics, she turns into a token of successful integration, and starts to look down on her own people. Mourad, disconcerted by her ideas, chooses to fight the prejudice around him: his parents’, his students’ and Dounia’s. Only their father’s falling seriously ill can bring this divided family back together again. A touching and funny novel that portrays, from Mourad’s point of view, French Muslim family life: their desire to integrate while also preserving their own traditions and roots. Faïza Guène is a French author with Algerian roots. She writes social comedies that deal with integration. Her first novel, KIFFE, KIFFE DEMAIN (2004, Hachette Editions) sold over 400,000 copies and was translated into 26 languages. UN HOMME, ÇA NE PLEURE PAS is her fourth book, after DU RÊVE POUR LES OUFS (2006) and LES GENS DU BALTO (2008). Rights already sold: Spain (Salamandra Ediciones) Sweden (Norstedts Forlag) Denmark (Forlaget Republik) “Le roman décrit le poids de l'héritage, la transmission et le décalage entre les générations. (…) Faiza Guène nous guide au fil des pages vers un miroir douloureux, drôle et beau à la fois.” Libération “On attendait son vrai retour depuis le truculent KIFFE KIFFE DEMAIN. La voici au top avec les tribulations tristes et drôles du fils d'un clan, écartelé entre changement et conservatisme.” Marie-Claire



HIGHLIGHT SPRING 2014 Blondel, Jean-Philippe: UN HIVER À PARIS (ONE WINTER IN PARIS) (Libella, January 2015, 288 pages) Germain offer ! !



A huge success in Germany for his previous novel 06H41: 5th reprint since last June!



!



The charming and subtle coming of age story of a young man from the provinces who decides to move to Paris.



!



A young man from the provinces moves to Paris. His coming-of-age story.



A provincial young man arrives in the big city to go to a very selective school. There, he will discover a new loneliness and a ruthlessly competitive world. One day, a somewhat fragile student breaks down in the middle of a class, insults the teacher, storms out of the room and steps over a railing. ONE WINTER IN PARIS has all the charms we’ve come to expect from Jean-Philippe Blondel’s novels: complex relations; a breakdown followed by a reconstruction – at a price; an attraction to both death and life; emotional confusion; success born of a misunderstanding; pleasure in the shadow of pain; resentment in the shadow of happiness. The author’s three geographical compass points – the provincial city of Troyes, Paris and the moor- like Landes region – all appear in this novel. This book is in a similar vein to Et rester vivant (“And Stay Alive”): the hero-author-narrator has the same wildness, the same pure raging desire – to stand up to the world despite an almost dilettante attitude. An English teacher in Troyes, Jean-Philippe Blondel writes novels for adults and for young adults (Actes Sud Junior). This is his fifth novel published by Buchet Chastel after THE BABY-SITTER, G229 (Virgin Prize - Version Fémina), ET RESTER VIVANT and 06H41. Translation rights of 06h41 were sold to the US (New Vessel Press), Germany (Deuticke Verlag), Italy (Einaudi) and Spain (La Esfera de los Libros).
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FICTION Rights sold to: Espagne (La Esfera de los Libros), Germany (Deuticke (Hanser Verlag), Italy (Einaudi) Reviews for 06H41: “Habile récit à deux voix sur la destinée et les hasards qui parfois en décident, ludique, piquant, romanesque et vivant, 06H41 ouvre grand le champ des possibles.” L’Hebdo “Jean-Philippe Blondel dévoile avec humour et bienveillance les failles de ses personnages terriblement normaux. Et confirme que la vie se charge toujours de redistribuer les cartes.” Point de Vue “L’auteur de ET RESTER VIVANT revient avec un roman sensible et des personnages toute en sobriété, que l’on quitte à regret au terminus.” Télé 7 Jours



Menegoz, Mathias: KARPATHIA (Editions POL, August 2014, 695 pages) Longlisted for the 2014 Prix Goncourt ! Longlisted for the 2014 Prix Wepler! !



Alexander Korvanyi’s character doesn’t realize that he’s out of step with history – even though it is on the march by the early 19th century. He believes in his feudal rights, and will defend them – to death if need be.



!



Avoiding clichés, the author explores the idea of noblesse – of spirit, of action and of internalized values.



!



The adventure is based on conflicts between the land-owners, the Korvanyi, and the Vlachs, but the novel avoids clichés and each character is an individual: both good and evil are within reach of anyone – powerful or poor – and Menegoz brings his characters to life without judging them. The author explores the idea of noblesse through the character's spirit, actions and values.



1833: Alexander Korvanyi, a young Hungarian Army captain, marries Cara, an Austrian noblewoman. The young couple goes to Transylvania, to live on his ancestors’ domain. There they will find a complex and explosive mosaic of ethnicities (Magyar, Saxon and Vlachs), languages (Hungarian, German and Romanian), religions and jurisdictions. Crisis follows upon crisis, and each confrontation reveals the ambitions and personalities of the characters – from nobles to serfs, peasants, servants and bandits – who are all walking a tightrope between power-seeking and crime. Mathias Menegoz was born in France in 1968, of a Normand father and a Danube Swabian mother. After pursuing scientific study in Paris all the way to a Ph.D. in neuro-bio-chemistry, he abandoned science to devote himself to writing. In Budapest, where he was spending time with the Swabian side of his family, he became interested in the Mitteleuropa communities that coexisted in the shadow of great empires. That gave him the material for his first novel, KARPATHIA. Rights sold to: the Netherlands (Meridiaan). “Karpathia is a historical novel, in Dumas’ or Tolstoi’s style, with a plethora of characters, cavalcades and great battle scenes. […] One comes out of it with the persistent feeling of an outstanding book dealing with something tremendously current. […] A great first novel.” Le Nouvel Observateur “The extent of the adventures and Mathias Menegoz’ perfect language are a true pleasure. An absolute crush!” Ouest France “A debut with an epic inspiration and with the novelistic strength and power of the great Russian novels.” Marie France “A novel in which Jules Verne flirts with Joseph Roth.“ L’Humanité “Karpathia is a historical novel, in Dumas’ or Tolstoi’s style, with a plethora of characters, cavalcades and great battle scenes. […] One comes out of it with the persistent feeling of an outstanding book dealing with something tremendously current. […] A great first novel.” Le Nouvel Observateur “The extent of the adventures and Mathias Menegoz’ perfect language are a true pleasure. An absolute crush!” Ouest France “A debut with an epic inspiration and with the novelistic strength and power of the great Russian novels.” Marie France “A novel in which Jules Verne flirts with Joseph Roth.” L’Humanité
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HIGHLIGHT SPRING 2014 “La richesse des descriptions, la profondeur psychologique des principaux personnages, le goût pour le suspense et le récit d'aventures, autant d'ingrédients pour un premier roman convaincant, qui ne néglige en rien la complexité historique et géographique qu'impliqué le sujet choisi par l'auteur.” La Quinzaine Littéraire



Deck, Julia: LE TRIANGLE D'HIVER (TRIANGLE WINTER) (Les Éditions de Minuit, September 2014, 177 pages) Short-listed for the 2014 Prix du Livre Inter and the Prix du Premier Roman! Long-listed for the 2014 Prix du Roman Fnac & the Prix Femina! !



A bold novel with an efficient virtuoso style that draws readers into an unlikely and surprising tale, a stunning literary achievement that is also a real page-turner



!



A novel based on a crazy idea that fleets across lots of people’s minds at one point or another: run away from a tough situation, change your personality and start all over



!



Mademoiselle’s character, perfectly logical in its madness, which nothing seems to affect and which rises above everything it encounters



In her latest novel, Julia Deck once again explores insanity and the loose grip on reality of a woman who has built her own world, with its landmarks and laws. Mademoiselle’s back is against the wall: she’s out of money and doesn’t want to look for a job. She decides to shed her own personality to adopt another woman’s, and start all over. At an employment agency in Le Havre, Mademoiselle learns that her situation is desperate. But Mademoiselle isn’t listening to what the employment advisor or the head of the agency are saying: she’s imagining herself turning into someone else, Bérénice Beaurivage, a character from a Rohmer film. Slipping into another person’s life, a novelist’s, is no problem for Mademoiselle. She moves to another town, leaving her old identity behind; meets the Inspector and decides to follow him. But the Inspector is being followed by Blandine Lenoir, Mademoiselle’s rival, who is determined to find out the truth. Little by little, the web of lies crumbles, and from one town to the next, Mademoiselle loses her sense of self until she is no longer anyone at all, having lost track of who she used to be. As in VIVIANE ELISABETH FAUVILLE, Julia Deck toys with discourse and pronouns, cleverly manipulates the narrative and plays with the notion of a character in a way that is both captivating and unsettling. Readers will get caught in her trap and carried away by an unlikely story that won’t leave them unaffected. Julia Deck is a copy-editor for various newspapers and magazines. In 2012, her first novel, VIVIANE ELISABETH FAUVILLE, was published (20,000 copies sold) to great critical acclaim in France. It also attracted numerous foreign editions. “Une intrigue puissamment littéraire, servie par une narration sèche et précise, cinématographique. […] Le lecteur est seul juge, qui sait infiniment gré à Julia Deck de l’avoir, jusqu’à la dernière ligne, à ce point mystifié.” La Croix



Paradisi, Éric: BLOND CENDRE (ASH BLOND) (JC Lattès, September 2014, 252 pages) !



The story of a man’s undying love for a woman with ash-blond hair, even after she dies. For the rest of his life, he searches for women with equally beautiful hair



!



The singular destiny of a hairdresser whose profession saves him: from the concentration camps where he cuts and shaves hair, to Argentina, where he opens a beauty parlor and becomes famous



!



A dense historic backdrop, from the Holocaust in Italy to exile in South America and the military dictatorship in Argentina



“I am telling you: this book will get a prize next fall – Goncourt, Interallié, or Médicis… It does deserve a prize, because it is so beautiful and so strong, poetic and tragic at the same time.” Pierre de Vilno, Europe 1 From Paris to Argentina via fascist Italy, this poignant book intertwines the tale of a young woman who dies in her sleep with the life story of her grandfather, who was deported to Auschwitz. Flor is dying of smoke inhalation in her Parisian apartment, because of a fire. But her mind outlives the passing of her body. A witness to her loved ones’ reactions to her own death, and the confidante of her grandfather Maurizio, who confided all his memories in her, Flor weaves together the tales of her own funeral
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FICTION and of her deported relative’s complicated life. She shares the thoughts and dismay of her nearest and dearest, including her boyfriend. She also describes the singular life of a man who was robbed by the Holocaust of his first love, and who bravely decides to leave Italy after WWII to start over in Argentina. There he opens a beauty parlor where he dyes women’s hair all different shades of blond, including the ash blond hue of the women in his life. With great insight and sensitivity, Éric Paradisi describes two fates from a singular point of view – that of a young woman whose mind lives on after the death of her body and who decides to tell both her own and her grandfather’s life stories. The book alternates skilfully between the two tales and between the present and the past, transporting readers to different lands and into different lives. Éric Paradisi writes both novels and screenplays. His novels include SÉQUELLES ORDINAIRES (‘Ordinary Scars’, Gallimard, 2007) and EN RETARD SUR LA VIE (‘Later for Life’ Fayard, 2012). BLOND CENDRÉ is his fifth novel. Rights sold: in Italy (Longanesi).



Lafon, Marie-Hélène: JOSEPH (JOSEPH) (Libella/Buchet-Chastel, August 2014, 144 pages) Shortlisted for the 2014 Prix France-Inter / JDD Longlisted for the 2014 Prix du Roman FNAC Longlisted for the 2014 Prix Renaudot! Longlisted for the 2014 Prix Femina! !



A subtle tribute to Flaubert, this short novel is a masculine version of A Simple Heart set in today’s Cantal, in the center of France.



!



A touching immersion into the mind of a sensitive and lucid man, who looks back on his life with an efficient and charming simplicity.



Joseph is a hired hand on a farm in the Cantal, in the center of France. As is 60th birthday approaches, he looks back on a life he spent observing as much as working, in the neighboring farms; he knows them all, and not just how they are now, but their past, too. A gentle, quiet man, he fell in love with Sylvie one summer when he was 30. She wasn’t from around here, and had suffered a lot – both with and because of men. She thought she would take comfort with Joseph, but instead, he wound up paying for the others. In the middle of the winter, Sylvie left with another man. It took Joseph years and years to give up drinking, and become the sober, hardworking, and lonely man who tells this brutally honest story. But Joseph also has a married brother, Michel. Better looking and more ambitious, he left the farm to find a better life elsewhere, and after their father died, he brought their mother to live in his home, far away from Joseph. He will remain a silent witness, a clear-headed voyeur of other people’s lives, with his very own way of looking at his peers. Originally from the Cantal, Marie-Hélène Lafon is a French literature professor in Paris. All of her novels, including L’ANNONCE (2009) and LES PAYS (2012) have been published by Buchet Chastel. Marie-Hélène Lafon’s first novel, Le Soir du Chien (2001) was short-listed for the Renaudot Prize and won the Lycéens Renaudot Prize. Les Pays won the Prize of Style in 2012. L’ANNONCe won the Pages Bookseller Award, was translated in Sweden and Russia and is being turned into a TV film at the moment. “De livre en livre, Marie-Hélène Lafon explore avec une belle économie de moyens et une rare justesse un monde à la fois immuable et en pleine mutation. Un monde dont Joseph est le témoin idéal.” Livres Hebdo “L’écriture précise ne s’encombre d’aucune fioriture. Elle cible un parfum, un mouvement de tête, un petit matin froid, un souvenir de Joseph, et dessine une ombre infiniment humble et droite, noble.” France Inter “Dans ce livre magnifique, d'une grande intensité, la romancière n'accompagne pas seulement le destin d'un homme, elle dit la fin d'un monde quand les jeunes partent et que les vieux passent l'essentiel de leurs soirées à se souvenir des bons moments.” Lire



Contact: Mrs Anastasia Lester ; Email:[email protected]



9



HIGHLIGHT SPRING 2014 Roux, François: LE BONHEUR NATIONAL BRUT (BRUT NATIONAL HAPPINESS) (Albin Michel, August 2014, 704 pages) Long-listed for the 2014 Prix du Roman Fnac Longlisted for the Prix de Flore !



A choral novel that follows the fates of four young men in 1980s France: each of a different background and going in a different directions, they will nevertheless find their way back to each other.



!



An initiatory novel where personal destinies are successfully blended with political and social events that made history.



!



Endearing characters that will remind everyone of the changes one goes through as we become adults.



The chronicle of a generation and an epoch whose atmosphere the author conveys with striking perspicacity and precision. May 11, 1981. François Mitterrand has been elected President. All France is in the grip of emotion and excitement. Among the witnesses of that historic event are Paul and his gang. At seventeen, they are preparing their final high school exams and each one celebrates the arrival of a left-wing president in his own way. Paul, an average pupil, comes from a bourgeois background. Rodolphe, son of a communist labourer, is a brilliant student and a committed socialist. Benoît lives with his farmer grandparents and his only ambition is to take photos and help out on the farm. Tanguy, whose mother has been obliged to manage the small family firm on her own, dreams of climbing the social ladder. LE BONHEUR NATIONAL BRUT tells the destinies of these four friends who lose touch and get together again in their mid-forties. In spite of all the time that has passed, they nevertheless remain faithful to their old selves. François Roux directs documentaries and commercial films for television, as well as fiction shortmovies that have been selected by numerous French festivals. He is also a playwright and stage director. LE BONHEUR NATIONAL BRUT is his second novel. Rights sold to: Germany (Piper), Italy (Rizzoli) & Greece (Polis) ! “Ambitious, lively, sensitive, true, cruel, bitter." Le Figaro Magazine “On est happés dès les premiers instants par l‘histoire des quatre garçons, auxquels on s’attache même quand ils paraissent peu sympathiques au premier abord. On tourne avidement les pages pour savoir comment ils affrontent les défis de leurs vies. François Roux réussit à faire de ce roman initiatique autour d’une génération, un véritable roman de société.” Page “Une fresque d’une rare virtuosité dont on tourne les pages avec avidité.” Lire “Un page turner parfaitement mené.” Livres Hebdo



Becker, Emma: ALICE (Literary Fiction, January 2015, 350 pages) !



Alice Becker’s debut novel, Mr, has been an immediate success: 5 000 copies sold and translated in 12 countries.



In the form of a work of autofiction, this is the story of the four years of love between Alice and Emmanuel, which is also the story of a man trying to save a young woman from the innocence of her youth. Alice is 21. The finest age, or so they say. But how could Alice, who got caught up very young in the turmoil of her parents’ divorce and is in charge of looking after her two younger sisters, buy such a cliché? Courageously, Alice stands up to her fate: she still shares with her sisters the vast Parisian flat where they lived for years as a family, although it is now full of memories and pictures of a bygone era. At once a shelter and a prison, it is also a platform for freedom. Life finally greets her with open arms. When she meets Emmanuel, who is twenty years her senior, they immediately engage into a sensual game. But against all odds, what was meant to be a light hearted fling soon turns into something more significant. Youthful and carefree Alice will have to shed her past to grow up and invent her proper sentimental future, and in particular come to terms with her parents’ failure as a couple. But forgiving and forgetting is not that easy... Halfway between a novel and a diary, a book paying a tribute to the autofiction genre through the character of Alice, at once fragile, sensual and fierce. A subtle examination of the children of the baby boomers,
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FICTION how they relate to their parents’ sexual freedom and how they set themselves free from it to follow their own path. Emma Becker is 25& She is currently lives in between Paris and Berlin and works on her third novel after MR and ALICE



Donner, Christophe: QUICONQUE EXERCE CE MÉTIER STUPIDE MÉRITE TOUT CE QUI LUI ARRIVE (ANYONE WORKING IN THIS IDIOTIC PROFESSION DESERVES EVERYTHING THEY GET) (Grasset, September 2014, 336 pages) Longlisted for Prix Renaudot !



A well-researched narrative about the world of French cinema from the 1960s to the 1980s, centered on three famous people and their stormy relationship.



!



A lively, colorful style that brings us close to these complex, well fleshed-out celebrities, whose careers are told from start to finish.



!



Readers will be fascinated by the often tortuous paths that many films took: from writing, casting and finding producers, to filming and release, and how they were received by critics and moviegoers.



This novel tells the chaotic story of the last tycoons of France’s independent film studios in the 1960s and 1970s. Four majestic figures are at the centre in the author’s grand saga, where former best friends become enemy brother-in-laws: Jean-Pierre Rassam, Claude Berri, Maurice Pialat and Jean-Luc Godard. Rassam’s sister marries Berri, Berri’s sister marries Pialat, and Godard is at the helm of this infernal ship, as the great master pervert. Grandiose filmmakers, hothead producers, rivers of alcohol, and a debauchery of money, sex and drugs. These lives are films in themselves, dedicated to making cinema. History smashes into individual stories: May 68 in France, the Prague Spring, with Rassam and Berri’s hilarious trip to find Milos Forman’s kids in a besieged city, the Israeli-Palestinian conflict as seen by Godard, projecting his revolutionary romanticism onto the Palestinian cause. A delicious mise en abyme – but one that is also toxic and destructive. The craziest survive, and the least daring never make it out alive. Christophe Donner shines his spotlight on the major players of 7th art. Through the strength and precision of his style, and his powerful voice, he breathes life back into these larger-than-life characters, with fates both grandiose and tragic. A crowd of other characters orbit around these overwhelming figures, like Brigitte Bardot, Jean-Louis Trintignant, and Eric Rohmer, among others. And there are those anonymous people too, who are no less endearing, like the sublime but fragile and desperate Annie, who Rassam finds lifeless in their apartment… And there’s Orson Welles, who says, “Anyone working in this idiotic profession deserves everything they get.” Born in Paris in 1956, Christophe Donner is the author of a large body of work, which includes L’EMPIRE DE LA MORALE (winner of the 2001 Prix de Flore), AINSI VA LE JEUNE LOUP AU SANG (2003, Prix Jean Freustié), BANG! BANG! (2005), UN ROI SANS LENDEMAIN (2007), VIVRE ENCORE UN PEU (2011), and A QUOI JOUENT LES HOMMES (2012), to name only a few. Foreign rights sold for previous titles: Czech (Host), Russian (Ripol) “You will read this novel at full tilt, with an enjoyment and interest that never slackens. One of this Fall’s best novels.”Le Monde des Livres “The way in which Donner appropriates this time period and these characters […] is dizzying. His prose is electric, fast, precise, sharp-edged, and pulls no punches. He possesses an uncommon acuity to decipher the scabrous, grotesque or tragic potential of a situation, a relationship, or of a character (…) an inflammable novel.” Télérama



Geneviève Brisac: DANS LES YEUX DES AUTRES (IN THE EYES OF OTHERS) (L’Olivier, August 2014, 312 pages) Shortlisted for the 2014 Prix Littéraire du Monde! Longlisted for the 2014 Prix Renaudot! !



The first chapter is delightfully mysterious; the clues point to a drama in Anna’s life; we are drawn in, wanting to find out what happened
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HIGHLIGHT SPRING 2014 !



The style is both lively and skilful, making it a pleasure to read



!



There are many very well-written passages about the complex family relationships between Anna, her sister and their mother, as well as about literature and writing.



Anna Jacob used to be a successful novelist, writing under the name of Déborah Fox. Now she’s living in the suburban home of her sister Molly, a doctor in Paris. In the 1970s, Anna and Molly had joined a Communist revolutionary group. Back then, Anna, Marek, Molly and Boris were inseparable. Anna reads some of her old notebooks, reviving old memories, including those of her eccentric mother, Mélini, who has grown even more capricious with age. Anna’s youth is revealed piecemeal: she was 15 when she attended her first Communist Party meeting with her sister. Both girls became committed activists soon after. In 1977, Molly, Boris, Marek, Anna and Mélini were sent on a mission to Mexico. Marek was arrested and put in prison, where he died in the late 1990s. Boris wasn’t been heard from for 15 years, and the sisters fell out of touch for years, too. In 1987, Anna wrote a novel based on their adventures in Mexico. Molly and Boris, who had gotten back together in the meantime, sued her, accusing her of defiling the memory of Marek and his struggle. The case was dismissed, but Anna stopped writing. Back in the present, Molly asks her sister to move out. Mélini is hit by a moped and killed. Anna moves out. The novel ends with a scene of silent reconciliation between the two sisters. Geneviève Brisac was born in Paris in 1951. With graduate degrees in literature, she became a teacher in the suburbs east of Paris, before becoming an editor at Gallimard, which published her first novel, LES FILLES (1987). In 1994, she moved to Éditions de l’Olivier, where her autobiographical book, PETITE, was published. At the same time, she began editing children’s books for L’École des Loisirs. In 1996, she won the Prix Femina for WEEK-END DE CHASSE À LA MÈRE. She has written nearly a dozen books for adults, including short-story collections and works of non-fiction. Her previous novel, UNE ANNÉE AVEC MON PÈRE, won the 2010 Prix des Editeurs.



Mauvignier, Laurent: AUTOUR DU MONDE (OVER THE WORLD) (Éditions de Minuit, August 2014, 372 pages) Longlisted for the 2014 Prix Renaudot , the Prix Femina & the Prix Médicis! !



A political, diplomatic and literary journey: between the lines of this trip around the world, the author portrays a society in constant mutation.



!



In our era of instant information and globalization, in which we are all connected, the author offers everyone a chance to disconnect – at least for the time it takes to read this book.



!



A lively, playful style carried by a fast-paced narrative.



On March 11, 2011, as the Fukushima catastrophe strikes Japan and stuns the world, the Earth keeps spinning. In the four corners of the globe, fates brush past each other without meeting, while others cross paths, creating connections. Meeting a tattooed young woman in Japan; saving a man’s life on a cruise ship in the North Sea; swimming with dolphins in the Bahamas; making love in Moscow; working in Dubai; hunting lions in Tanzania; having a romantic escapade in Rome; encountering pirates in the Gulf of Aden; trying one’s luck at a casino in Slovenia; getting lost in the jungle in Thailand; hitchhiking to Florida… The only connection between the characters doing all these things is the event that all eyes turned to on March, 2011: the tsunami in Japan and the media frenzy that created the illusion of sharing one world, even though each of them is anonymous. All of Mauvignier’s power and intensity is here in these stylistic and geographical journeys that make this novel absolutely unique. Laurent Mauvignier was born in Tours in 1967. He graduated from Beaux-Arts with a degree in visual arts in 1991 and published his first novel at Éditions de Minuit eight years later. Ever since, all of his books have been published there. He received the 2000 Wepler Prize and the 2001 Livre Inter Prize for APPRENDRE A FINIR (Learning to Finish) as well as the 2006 FNAC Novel Prize for DANS LA FOULE (In the Crowd). “Plus douce, plus accessible sans doute, l’écriture de Laurent Mauvignier n’a plus les brisures ni la rage d’antant. […] Le passage d’une histoire à l’autre se fait avec une impressionante fluidité.” Télérama “Cet état du monde contemporain fascine par la similitude des désarrois et des joies de chacun partout dans la planète.” La Croix
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FICTION “Il faut imaginer, pour mesure l’ampleur de ce roman choral, la concrétion de LA RONDE, la pièce d’Arthur Schnitzler, de SHORT CUTS, le film de Robert Altman, et de l’USAGE DU MONDE, le récit de Nicolas Bouvier. […] Un grand livre, un grand écrivain aussi : à 47 ans, Mauvignier prend de la hauteur, il lâche du lest, et on a le vertige.” Le Nouvel Observateur



Fermine, Maxence: LE PALAIS DES OMBRES (THE PALACE OF SHADOWS) (Michel Lafon, October 2014, 368 pages) !



The latest novel by Maxence Fermine, the author of NEIGE (Snow: A Novel, more than 300,000 copies sold in France alone) + autres infos et vendu dans xxx pays.



!



A novel that elegantly pairs a dark family intrigue with the fascinating history of Paris and its monuments: an atmosphere reminiscent of Carlos Ruiz Zafón.



!



The suspense is maintained until the end of the novel, which reveals a bitter rivalry between two brothers.



Paris in the 1960s. When his father dies, a young man named Nathan inherits the “Palace of Shadows,” a mysterious house. So begins a shadowy quest that will expose deep, dark family secrets. Nathan had been estranged from his father for almost 20 years. The father, who had once been a popular novelist, has been living like a recluse in a house with a sinister reputation, because all of its owners have died in strange circumstances. As the new owner of the disturbing Palace of Shadows, Nathan needs to look for his father’s last manuscript, in order to deliver it to his publisher. He eventually realizes that his uncle, who had escaped from a concentration camp, has been hiding in the attic since the war ended. His uncle informs Nathan that not only is he the real author of his father’s books, but that he is also Nathan’s biological father. A moving family saga with lots of plot twists that explore the mechanisms of manipulation within a family. A powerful novel that radiates a gothic sensibility reminiscent of Edgar Allan Poe. Maxence Fermine, author of the best-selling NEIGE, has composed a singular body of work, in which fiction takes on a poetical slant. After a remarkable incursion into Young Adult literature with the LA PETITE MARCHANDE DE REVES (The Little Dream Girl) trilogy, he is back with an ambitious new novel, LE PALAIS DES OMBRES.



Ferney, Alice: LE REGNE DU VIVANT (THE REIGN OF THE LIVING) (Actes Sud, August 2014, 208 pages) !



Portraits of men and women committed to a cause they believe in, who display abnegation and courage.



!



A poetic evocation of nature and the world of the sea that describes the worrisome relationship between humanity and the environment.



!



A book that gets you to think about an important current issue: the future of the Earth and the creatures that inhabit it.



In her latest novel, Alice Ferney looks once again at the issue of commitment to one’s convictions, as well as offering up a book that invites us to become more environmentally aware. Readers will follow the actions and risks taken by volunteers fighting to protect endangered animals and denouncing their illegal trade. Gérald Asmussen, a Norwegian journalist, is doing an in-depth report on the environment. For this reason, he interviews Magnus Wallace, founder of Gaia, an environmental organization that roams the seas fighting anyone who is exterminating animal species. Fascinated by this man who has the courage of his convictions, the reporter will join Magnus Wallace’s action. Asmussen accompanies the crew on several campaigns, filming them and producing documentary reports. He bears witness to the difficulties Gaia and its founder encounter. They have been abandoned by many governments and politicians, and their reputation has been damaged by lies being spread about Magnus Wallace, accusing him of dangerous eco-terrorism. The reporter pays tribute to this man who will give up his life for the cause. In her latest book, Alice Ferney paints the portrait of a man who fights the good fight with limited means – a boat, a crew of volunteers – against the extermination of animal species, drawing attention to his cause. The character Magnus Wallace turns into a symbolic figure in the fight against man’s destruction of nature that inspires rebellion and action. Alice Ferney is the celebrated author, among other works, of LA CONVERSATION AMOUREUSE (2000), which sold over 150,000 trade copies in France alone and was translated into more than 20 languages
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HIGHLIGHT SPRING 2014 (including English). LES AUTRES, published in 2003, was long-listed for the Prix Medicis, Prix Femina, Prix Goncourt and Prix Goncourt des Lycéens. LE REGNE DU VIVANT est son dixième roman. “Alice Ferney évoque avec vigueur et enthousiasme cette lutte farouche pour la survie des espèces et leur vulnérabilité. Il n’y a aucune candeur dans son récit mais une violence désespérée et mille questions soulevées sur la force et la valeur de l’engagement.” Lire “LE RÈGNE DU VIVANT raconte l’histoire d’un Don Quichotte de la mer.” Le Point “Voilà une autre Ferney.Écolo, militante, aventurière.” Le Point “LE RÈGNE DU VIVANT possède la force des plaidoyers, le lyrisme et la beauté des odes poétiques.” Pages des Libraires



Bichet, Yves: L’HOMME QUI MARCHE (THE WALKING MAN) (Mercure de France, January 2014, 174 pages) 6,000 copies already sold in France since January! Longlisted for the 2014 Prix Femina! !



A metaphysical suspense novel offering an insight into man’s animal nature, the potential existence of a god, and the beauty of nature.



!



A poetical narrative that dignifies the freedom of vagabonds and poets, walking on the edges of society.



!



A vivid style that juggles between naturalist descriptions and a lyric melancholy.



In his 9th novel, Yves Bichet depicts fierce yet silent characters who, standing against the gusty winds, remind us that freedom is a sweet madness. Robert Coublevie used to be a monitor at a highschool in the South of France. But he was also unwillingly poor, cuckolded by his wife, enduring a harsh life and yet finding consolation in his melancholic walks. His life changed dramatically five years ago, when his wife went away. Since then, he walks with his female dog on the crest between France and Italy, above the village of Briançon. He never crosses the frontier, or goes down the Italian side. When he doesn’t spend the night in the mountain, he sleeps in some disused locals in the village, where he also has habits at the local bar, « Le Café du Nord ». There he can find Sylvain Taliano, the owner, Camille, his daughter, Mounir, the taciturn bartender. Their life seems well-ordered, without any unexpected event. But only until Tissot’s arrival, a « stranger » with the peculiarity of being a customs officer. Soon enough, Tissot is found dead... Accident or murder? With his usual detachment, Robert Coublevie will investigate and discover heavy family secrets. Must he reveal them or take justice into his own hands? Yves Bichet wrote numerous collections of poems and novels, including RESPLANDY (2010) and LA PART ANIMALE (Gallimard, 1994), which was adapted in a movie with Niels Arestrup as the lead. "En accompagnant son chemineau, qui préfère l'odeur des gentianes de printemps à toute autre chose, Yves Bichet réussit un roman hybride et fascinant. L'histoire d'un homme qui a tout compris: la beauté de la nature, l'impureté des hommes et la possibilité d'un dieu." Télérama "Un texte poétique et incarné, mystérieux et vibrant, où l'on s'attache aux pas d'un être balloté par la vie. Robert Coublevie est un être en marge de la société, mais jamais coupé du monde des humains. Assurément l'une des plus grandes réussites d'Yves Bichet." Livres-hebdo "Peu à peu se dévoilent les secrets de ce polar métaphysique. Prêtant au marcheur des cimes un miséricordieux pas de côté, Yves Bichet mène son vibrant récit vers un épilogue imprévu. On ne lit pas sans trouble ce roman splendidement noir, mais plein d'énigmes et de bonté." Le Monde des Livres



Bruckner, Pascal: UN BON FILS (A GOOD SON) (Grasset, April 2014, 200 pages) Prix Marcel Pagnol With this novel of origins, Pascal Bruckner offers us his most surprising and intimate book – his “rosebud”. How, in the shadow of an abusive, anti-Semitic, Nazi sympathizer of a father did the author of La Tentation de l’innocence and of L’Euphorie Perpétuelle become a philosopher long thought to be Jewish? Is it even possible to love a father despite mediocrity, violence, and the unbearable?
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FICTION This is the story of a frail child born after the war and immediately sent to a village in Austria to treat his lungs. He sings the glory of God and jabbers a German dialect under the falling snow. Every night as his mother lovingly watches him, the cherub prays to God: he wishes for his father’s death. “There is nothing more difficult than to be a father: a hero, his glory is crushing; he is a bastard for his infamy; ordinary in his mediocrity.” The father in this case is a violent and perverted husband who beats and humiliates his wife, who is an obsessive anti-Semite and racist, and whose son will do everything in his power to become his opposite. “I am his defeat,” writes the author. The son goes on to become a student of Jankélévitch and of Barthes, and becomes best friends with Alain Finkielkraut. Grouped with the “Jewish intellectuals” with whom he identifies though he is not one himself, he falls in love with women of far-reaching origins, becomes a loving father, and a respected writer. In this powerful story, Pascal Bruckner tells of his personal and intellectual filiation, giving us the key to his entire body of work. From the snow of the first pages to the filth in which his father will live out his final days, from the violence of his words to the rage colored by love that he feels for him, we find one writer’s theater of cruelty, incarnated and made clear by its central actor, the pathetic Nazi, the fanatical ecologist, the wrathful ogre, the mingy husband to whom Pascal, despite everything, forever remained a good son. Because behind the contempt and the rage, this story is the half-made confession of an impossible love, a tomb of terror and forgiveness. Pascal Bruckner is the author of, among others, La tentation de l'innocence (Prix Médicis de l'Essai, 1995), LES VOLEURS DE BEAUTÉ (Prix Renaudot, 1997), L'AMOUR DU PROCHAIN (1998), and MISÈRE DE LA PROSPÉRITÉ (Prix du Meilleur Livre d'Économie, Prix Aujourd'hui, 2002). Rights sold: Croatian (Algoritam), English (Dedalus), Greek (Patakis), Romanian (Trei), Slovene (Modrijan)



Puértolas, Romain: LA PETITE FILLE QUI AVAIT AVALE UN NUAGE GRAND COMME LA TOUR EIFFEL (THE LITTLE GIRL WHO HAD SWALLOWED A CLOUD BIGGER THAN THE EIFFEL TOWER) (Le Dilettante, January 2015, 256 pages) !



The author creates a unique and colorful world of his own invention, on the cusp between a fairy tale and reality. He manages to enchant even the darkest aspects of daily life.



!



The author takes us on a wild-goose chase for our own pleasure: it’s endearing, enjoyable and totally unexpected. A resolutely madcap story with an unexpected plot twist; you’ll put this book down with a smile on your face.



!



Themes: unconditional love, adoption, outdoing yourself, becoming a hero, Mother/Daughter relations, feel-good book, humor



In this second novel, Romain Puértolas surprises us once again with the story of a young woman who will do anything to reach her adopted daughter, despite the ash cloud that has paralyzed European air traffic. A touching and poetical lesson in love that has plenty of unexpected plot twists, because the extraordinary adventures readers get caught up in turn out to be entirely made up! Providence Dupois is getting ready to fly to Morocco to bring back Zahira, the little girl she’s hoping to adopt. But an Icelandic volcano ruins her plans. So begins a journey fill of surprises that takes her from Paris to Marrakesh, on which she’ll bump into President Obama and Berbers in the Sahara. But things didn’t actually go quite like that. The truth is harsher, but more poetical, too: Providence did in fact get the plane to Marrakesh, but it crashed. A young man who is in love with Providence made up the whole story, with all its twists and turns and wonderfully off-beat encounters so that Zahira would be proud of her mother. Readers will get caught up in this funny and endearing rewriting of a life. After L’EXTRAORDINAIRE VOYAGE DU FAKIR RESTÉ COINCE DANS UNE ARMOIRE IKEA (FAKIR), Romain Puértolas leads us into an equally zany and inventive world, with a touch of the poetical too this time. After the international best-seller, FAKIR, Romain Puértolas is back with a new novel that again displays his sense of humor and over-flowing imagination The Russian rights are under Option



Bayard, Pierre: IL EXISTE D'AUTRES MONDES (THERE ARE OTHER WORLDS) (Minuit, February 2014, 160 pages) !



A new book, in the same vein as the preceding ones, that toys with paradoxes.
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DISCOVERED WRITER !



A book that is crammed with fascinating literary and scientific references. The narrator invites readers to revise their classics.



!



An unsettling reading experience: readers get caught in a cleverly set trap.



Pierre Bayard, author of the best-selling COMMENT PARLER DES LIVRES QUE L’ON N’A PAS LUS, is back with another one of those wonderfully insightful books that are his specialty. This one is on the cusp between fiction and non-fiction. In IL EXISTE D'AUTRES MONDES, he takes as his subject the theory of parallel worlds that so many writers have explored, then uses that as a lens through which to examine the life of certain authors and artists whose sensitivity and imagination are heightened. In IL EXISTE D'AUTRES MONDES, Pierre Bayard tries to convince his readers that different worlds – the “other worlds” of the title – really do exist, and that these parallel worlds are where artists find their inspiration. While the book reads like a serious essay, it is actually a sophisticated literary hoax. The method is simple: each section develops one idea. The author draws on everything from quantum physics, psychology and literature to experiences from daily life as well as from TV series. He supports his arguments with in-depth analysis and plenty of examples. Delving into the text is both enlightening and entertaining; the analyses and comments are brilliantly unexpected. It is an active read. Granted, readers are being manipulated, but they get their eyes opened as well: they learn a lot and are forced to think for themselves. This is truly a euphoria-inducing book. Reading IL EXISTE D'AUTRES MONDES is a literary experience; like Borges, the author enjoys leading readers into confusion. Pierre Bayard is both a professor of literature at the University Paris VIII and a psychoanalyst. He has had many non-fiction books published, including the best-selling COMMENT PARLER DES LIVRES QUE L'ON A PAS LUS (rights sold in 12 languages: Korea, Holland, Germany, Norway, Russia, Czech Republic, Estonia, Finland, China, Japan, USA, UK and Brasil).



Anidjar, Patrick: LE TROMPETISTE DE STALINE (A STALIN’S TRUMPETER) (Plon, February 2014, 416 pages) !



The tragic fate of Eddie Grynberg, Stalin’s favourite jazz trumpet-player.



A Parisian journalist, at fifty, Gabriel Linhardt loves jazz and sometimes performs in the bars of the capital in his off hours. One day, he receives a letter from an attorney in New York that will turn his life upsidedown. An old uncle, living in New York and now on his deathbed, asks to see him. For this only child, whose family consists of just his parents the shock is enormous. In New York, Gabriel learns that he was adopted, and that his father was in fact the great Russian jazz trumpeter, Edouard “Eddie” Grynberg. His mother was a dancer, Elsa, and the two Jewish artists performed in Paris and in Moscow, where they finally took refuge from the Nazis. Eddie Grynberg plays for the Soviet upper crust, including Stalin until the day when Jdanov relegated «American» jazz to the dustbin of degenerate art. In a nightmare scenario, Elsa was swallowed up into the cellars of the NKVD, while Grynberg was sent to the gulag. Incapable of going on without Elsa, Eddie let himself die after having given his only property—a trumpet engraved with an inscription in Hebrew—to an Ukranian prisoner with whom he had become friends, begging him to swear he would find Elsa and the child she had brought into the world, so that he would receive his meager inheritance. Correspondent of AFP news agency in Europe, the Middle East, and the United States, Patrick Anidjar is the author of an essay on Iran’s nuclear aspirations (LA BOMBE IRANIENNE, Editions du Seuil, 2008). He is currently an assistant editor in chief at the AFP and lives in Paris.



DISCOVERED WRITER Magda Szabó: THE DOOR (Viviane Hamy, 2003, 286 pages) 150,000 copies sold in France !



Prix Fémina Étranger 2003



!



Adapted into a movie starring Helen Mirren in 2012
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FICTION THE DOOR: A duel between two very different women : an explosion of the mistress-servant relationship. Emerence is a servant, generous as only a queen without a kingdom can be. Naturally unselfi sh, she is deeply preoccupied by every living thing around her, but she has a strong nature and keeps her fl at as a sanctuary where no one ever enters. The mistress is an intellectual, awkward with everyday things and basic feelings. They share their universe amidst tension and misunderstanding, and their relationship smoothly turns upside down, until it reaches crisis point. Magda Szabó is considered in Hungary as “a national treasure”. She was born in 1917 and started writing early. Her novels were immediately widely translated. In 1978, she was given her country’s highest honors. “Magda Szabó (…) shows us the sulfurous conflict that exists between two women, the ‘mistress’ and the ‘servant’, making the latter into a kind of queen without a kingdom.” Le Canard enchaîné “A demonic female version of Jeeves, Emerence not only clears the knots from the writer’s life but also acts as the unofficial administrator for the neighbourhood, all-seeing and as fi rmly interventionist as the Old Testament God.” The Telegraph “There is much in this story that will bewilder and perplex, but The Door is a document of a vital relationship.” The Guardian Rights sold to: Italy (Einaudi), Spain (Random House Mondadori), Portugal (Dom Quixote), Norway (Aschehoug), Israel (Keter), Greece (Psichogois), Turkey (Kanat Kitap), Netherlands (Houtekiet), Germany (Suhrkamp), Hungary (Europa), Poland (Piw), UK (Harvill Press), USA (EEM)



LITERARY FICTION Brasme, Anne-Sophie: NOTRE VIE ANTERIEURE (OUR EARLIER LIFE) (Fayard, October 2014, 160 pages) !



The writing style is fast-paced and lively: right from the start, we get inside the narrator’s head as she confides in us. The character is very endearing, both in the chapters about her youth and in the passages about ageing.



!



A composite novel with an interesting dual structure – on the one hand the diary, on the other, the story proper. By drawing us into two parallel eras, it cleverly takes stock of both a career and a life.



!



The author casts light on the act of writing, on why the narrator writes to try to overcome an unforgettable loss and on the need to go back to that dramatic time in order to finally find peace.



A short but lush novel, a moving life story, meditations on writing, mourning, the passing of time and how some wounds never heal. After having burst onto the literary scene with a first novel, RESPIRE (Breathe), at age 17, AnneSophie Brasme is back with a text that displays a newfound maturity. At age 65, Laure Narsan, the narrator, a prolific best-selling novelist married to her publisher, Tristan sits down to write her 18th and final book. In it, she finally reveals her true self, by going back to the events of the summer she turned 20, a summer that would affect her entire life. The author alternates between chapters about Laure’s youth and a diary in which she looks at her life and considers what separates the mercurial girl she was then from the older woman attached to her rituals she is now. She left Paris 10 years ago to live in the country, where she spends her time writing. The summer she turned 20, she met Aurélien and his best friend, Bertier. She fell in love with Aurélien and had a brief affair with him. He died suddenly, leaving Laure and Bertier almost unspeakably sad. Over time, their mourning brought them closer. Because Bertier and Tristan are one and the same person. She decides not to finish this autobiographical novel. In a few months, Tristan will retire, and they will embark on a new life. Anne-Sophie Brasme, born in Metz in 1984, is a professor of literature. Her first novel, RESPIRE, was published by Fayard in 2001 and translated into 15 languages.
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LITERARY FICTION Duteurtre, Benoît: L'ORDINATEUR DU PARADIS (THE COMPUTER OF PARADISE) (Gallimard, August 2014 224 pages) Long-listed for Goncourt prize 2014 !



After La Petite Fille et la cigarette, translated throughout the world, Benoît Duteurtre returns to his penchant for the fantastic, combining realism and imagination, the better to cast light on the present.



Surveillance reigns in Paradise, where a new arrival, just recently deceased, discovers the norms of hygiene and security now established for eternal life. At the same time, on earth, a plan to penalize pornographic images perturbs the tranquil existence of Simon Laroche, a senior civil servant who is panicked at the thought that his escapades on the internet will be discovered In this society-fictitious, but only just-- where the networks are going all wrong, two youths from the suburbs choose a unique-and ridiculous-form of resistance to the established order. An intrigue, fed by all the fears of the era, alternates with the kindly interventions of the great Saint Peter. Journalist and writer, Benoît Duteurtre was born in 1960. Éditions Gallimard has previously published his works LE VOYAGE EN FRANCE (2001), SERVICE CLIENTÈLE (2003), LA REBELLE (2004), LES PIEDS DANS L'EAU (2008) and L'ÉTÉ 76 (2011). A few previous titles were published by Azbooka.



Brami, Alma: J’AURAIS DÛ APPORTER DES FLEURS (I SHOULD HAVE BROUGHT FLOWERS) (Mercure de France, August 2014, 156 pages) Charles Gérault, fifty-year old, doesn’t have an easy life: brutally fired, he works now at a minimarket under the orders of a young arrogant man. Single, childless, his love life is nearly nonexistent. His old and ill mother complains of never seeing him and always receives him with reproaches. He struggles with an unlucky everyday life that no one can envy! And yet, Gérault is a very engaging character. His main quality is to be extremely insightful, about others and himself. He knows that his life is not brilliant, but he does not complain. His lucidity is a weapon that he refuses to use: he could attack his self-satisfied interlocutors, make them confront their contradictions and enjoy it. For now, he prefers hold his hatred and anger in, at the risk of look like a dork: Gérault is a time bomb. Until when will he keep his self- control? Alma Brami is the acclaimed writer of numerous novels, including the very successful TANT QUE TU ES HEUREUSE (2010), translated into Chinese. J’AURAIS DÛ APPORTER DES FLEURS is her sixth novel.



Percin, Anne: LES SINGULIERS (THE SINGULAR) (Editions du Rouergue, August 2014, 400 pages) !



The story of three determined young artists who choose to devote their lives to their art and to explore little-known and avant-garde artistic ideas, like photography and male nudes



!



Artists who share their opinions and emotions about art in their letters, creating a relevant and controversial aesthetic discourse



!



The rich artistic scene that is the background of this book allows readers to discover a range of late 19thcentury schools of art and to get to know the lives of the artists who contributed to them, like Gauguin and Émile Bernard



Fascinated by painting – particularly by the spirit of Gauguin – Hugo will learn to see, and to express what he perceives, by gradually giving up on painting for an exciting new technique: photography. Finding his own voice as an artist among artists is what Hugo is hoping for when he goes to Paris, then follows Gauguin, Sérusier and Émile Bernard to Pont Aven. He believes that painting out-of-doors will allow him to develop his art and help his painting to evolve. Along with his easel and paints, he packs a camera. He spends three years with the members of the Pont Aven school, during which he learns about new artistic methods and singular ways of expressing oneself. In the letters he writes to his friend Tobias and his cousin Hazel – both artists themselves – he gradually comes to assert his aesthetic tastes and his interest in photography as an art form. By experimenting with it, he will be able to express his own artistic sensibility. In her latest novel, Anne Percin wisely chooses to use an epistolary style that allows her both to portray the atmosphere in geographically distant but contemporary artistic milieus, and to offer readers an inside view of how the attitudes of the young men and women who frequent those circles evolve.
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FICTION Anne Percin, writer and professor of literature, has written copiously for children and teens. LES SINGULIERS (The Singular) is her thirteenth book.



Brisac, Geneviève: DANS LES YEUX DES AUTRES (IN THE EYES OF OTHERS) (L’Olivier, August 2014, 312 pages) Shortlisted for the 2014 Prix Littéraire du Monde! Longlisted for the 2014 Prix Renaudot! !



The first chapter is delightfully mysterious; the clues point to a drama in Anna’s life; we are drawn in, wanting to find out what happened



!



The style is both lively and skilful, making it a pleasure to read



!



There are many very well-written passages about the complex family relationships between Anna, her sister and their mother, as well as about literature and writing.



Anna Jacob used to be a successful novelist, writing under the name of Déborah Fox. Now she’s living in the suburban home of her sister Molly, a doctor in Paris. In the 1970s, Anna and Molly had joined a Communist revolutionary group. Back then, Anna, Marek, Molly and Boris were inseparable. Anna reads some of her old notebooks, reviving old memories, including those of her eccentric mother, Mélini, who has grown even more capricious with age. Anna’s youth is revealed piecemeal: she was 15 when she attended her first Communist Party meeting with her sister. Both girls became committed activists soon after. In 1977, Molly, Boris, Marek, Anna and Mélini were sent on a mission to Mexico. Marek was arrested and put in prison, where he died in the late 1990s. Boris wasn’t been heard from for 15 years, and the sisters fell out of touch for years, too. In 1987, Anna wrote a novel based on their adventures in Mexico. Molly and Boris, who had gotten back together in the meantime, sued her, accusing her of defiling the memory of Marek and his struggle. The case was dismissed, but Anna stopped writing. Back in the present, Molly asks her sister to move out. Mélini is hit by a moped and killed. Anna moves out. The novel ends with a scene of silent reconciliation between the two sisters. Geneviève Brisac was born in Paris in 1951. With graduate degrees in literature, she became a teacher in the suburbs east of Paris, before becoming an editor at Gallimard, which published her first novel, LES FILLES (1987). In 1994, she moved to Éditions de l’Olivier, where her autobiographical book, PETITE, was published. At the same time, she began editing children’s books for L’École des Loisirs. In 1996, she won the Prix Femina for WEEK-END DE CHASSE À LA MÈRE. She has written nearly a dozen books for adults, including short-story collections and works of non-fiction. Her previous novel, UNE ANNÉE AVEC MON PÈRE, won the 2010 Prix des Editeurs.



Filhol, Élisabeth: BOIS II (BOIS II) (P.O.L, August 2014, 264 pages) Longlisted for the 2014 Prix Wepler! !



The elegant and precise writing style and rich vocabulary contribute to the novel’s intense atmosphere



!



A humane and judicious approach to workplace relations, both between workers on an everyday basis, and between workers and the boss in a crisis situation



!



A novel that addresses a social issue: the consequences of the deindustrialization of the western world on workers’ lives as well as on the dynamics of regional economies



In her second novel, BOIS II, Elisabeth Filhol goes back to the working-class environment she tackled with such flair in LA CENTRALE. The book describes a particularly difficult day at a factory: the workers are on strike, fighting to save their jobs. Readers will find themselves caught up in a tale that masterfully portrays the complexity of human relations. In the Bois II industrial park, in northwestern France, there is a strike at a plant that works with aluminum. Determined to obtain answers to their questions – as well as information about the company’s financial situation, the workers sequester their boss, Guillaume Mangin. The tactic, which has become relatively common during work conflicts in France, is rarely punished and is often supported by public opinion. Within 24 hours, the strikers learn that the boss has started bankruptcy proceedings, that some workers will be laid off and others will have to be retrained. They will have to do some hard-nosed bargaining to make the best of things, and some of their lives will be forever changed.
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LITERARY FICTION Novelist Elisabeth Filhol takes on a hard-hitting topic: the decisive moment in a group of factory workers’ lives, when they decide to strike to save their jobs and have to negotiate the conditions of their company’s reorganization. The author manages to spin an absorbing work of fiction from this social issue, and readers will be so drawn in by the characters that they will experience the intensity of a crucial day in the company’s life. Elisabeth Filhol is a writer and a consultant to various firms’ consultative committees. She won the France Culture Télérama Prize for her first novel, LA CENTRALE. BOIS II is her second novel.



Pavloff, Franck: L’ENFANT DES MARGES (CHILD OF THE MARGINS) (Albin Michel, August 2014, 240 pages) !



A well-written novel with a poetic style, dotted with lovely descriptions – first of nature, then, as the investigation progresses, of the city.



!



The various characters the hero meets are well drawn and very touching. They have strong bonds of friendship and solidarity, despite their hardships and solitude.



!



An unusual and intimate narrative, that describes both wandering and rebirth; a moving ode to the life in the center of Barcelona.



Franck Pavloff is back with a new novel featuring 60-year-old Ioan, a famous photographer who withdrew into his grief 10 years ago, when his son, Simon, died at sea. But Ioan will have to emerge from his isolation to spend a few days in Barcelona, on the trail of his grandson, who has disappeared. Valentin, the grandson, who had moved to Barcelona, disappeared three months ago, on his 17th birthday. Haunted by memories of Simon, Ioan’s investigation takes him to a city that has been hard-hit by the crisis. He visits the margins of society, meeting illegal aliens, artists, anarchists and more. Infiltrating a secretive underground network, he is surprised by this generation he doesn’t understand. The multi-facetted city is still filled with the ghosts of the Spanish Civil War. Over the course of the investigation, we find out more about Ioan, his son’s death, his reaction to it, and the absence of his own father, who got blood on his hands during the Civil War – he betrayed his Communist brothers and took part in executions. In one particularly moving scene, Ioan has a silent dialogue with Valentin, who is disguised as a statue of a golden angel. By the time Ioan leaves the city, a weight has been lifted by what he has learned about his own past. The author skillfully interweaves the themes of mourning, family and the Spanish Civil War around a hero who is trying to reconnect with both his past and his future. Renowned for his short narrative MATIN BRUN (“Brown Morning” 1998), a best-seller translated all over the world, Franck Pavloff is the author of quality fiction: LE PONT DE RAN-MOSITAR (2005), France Télévision prize, shortlisted for the Goncourt des Lycéens, the Giono and Interallié prizes; LE GRAND EXIL (2009), Grands Espaces prize; and L’HOMME A LA CARRURE D’OURS (2012), Festival du livre de Mouans-Sartoux and Lettres Frontière prize. “With great poetry, the author of MATIN BRUN offers one of his most optimistic novels where the flamboyant youth triumphs.” Lepoint.fr “Bercé par la musique de Nick Cave, magnifié par le combat des Républicains, ce roman s’apparente à une véritable quête de soi, que l’auteur mène avec brio, comme dans un film de Wim Wenders.” Femme



Actuelle “Presque en forme de poème, cette odyssée psychologique et spirituelle est troublante et belle.” Télérama



Maubert, Frank: VISIBLE LA NUIT (VISIBLE AT NIGHT) (Fayard, August 2014, 208 pages) The summer of 1976, a summer heat wave, Paris. Mao-Mao is twenty, passionate about art, working odd jobs to get by. He hangs out with an assortment of writers, actors, gallery owners, musicians, prostitutes and punks. Robert is one of the company; a genuine artist, the real thing. Their friendship is fierce and immediate, the alliance of two lucid dreamers, of two determined misfits. Robert is twice his age, no longer the trendy artist he once was. The art world has moved on without him. He constantly reinvents himself, never gives up an ounce his creative freedom. Pulled into his wake, Mao-
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FICTION Mao experiences his first artistic adventures—and also Robert’s last. Mao-Mao will accompany his friend in his headlong course in life, and death, from the glittery sprays of his final paintings, set to the blaring noise of rock, to the day before his suicide, in August, 1980. Writer Franck Maubert was born in 1955. He has written novels (EST-CE BIEN LA NUIT?, Stock, 2002), art books (MAEGHT, UNE AVENTURE DE L’ART VIVANT, WITH Y. AND I. MAEGHT, La Martinière, 2006) and a book of interviews with Francis Bacon (L’ODEUR DU SANG HUMAIN NE ME QUITTE PAS DES YEUX, Mille et une nuits, 2009, translated into several languages). LE DERNIER MODELE (Fayard, 2012) was awarded the 2012 Prix Renaudot for essays.



Gestern, Hélène: PORTRAIT D’APRÈS BLESSURE (PORTRAIT TAKEN AFTER THE WOUND) (Arlea, September 2014, 240 pages) !



A story that is full of emotion, yet is told with great reserve, and which asks fundamental questions about our society.



!



A lively, subtle and authentic style that works equally well for the investigation, the romance and the reflection.



!



Ordinary people who have been wounded, then exposed to extreme media hype, find the strength within themselves to fight indignity.



!



The story’s rhythm is created by alternating between the voices of Héloïse and Olivier.



An archivist and a historian are working together on a TV show about the history of the news photo. Ironically, a photo of the two of them that appears in a tabloid will change their lives. Héloïse and Olivier are coming back from a business lunch when a bomb explodes in the metro they are riding in. Waking up in the hospital, one after another they realize that their lives have changed forever. Not because of the terrorist attack, but because the next day, a sensationalist tabloid paper publishes a photo of the two of them taken on the spot: in it, a wounded, terrorized Olivier is carrying the naked, unconscious Héloïse. The two survivors, who were simply colleagues until then, are now much more than that in everyone else’s eyes. They must recover from their wounds and their traumatic stress, while also coping with the effects of their sudden, unintended fame, journalists hounding them and the dismay of their loved ones, who are hurt by what the photo seems to imply. Hélène Gestern offers us an intense novel that is movingly spare, that questions the notions of freedom of the press and of human dignity. Hélène Gestern, professor of linguistics, is the author of EUX SUR LA PHOTO (The People in the Photo, 2011), a first novel that won several prizes, including the Prix René Fallet 2012 and the 2012Coup de Cœur des Lycéens de Monaco, was long-listed for the 2011 Prix du Roman Fnac. Rights have been sold in: the UK (Gallic Books) and Italy (Sperling & Kupfer/Frassinelli).



Le Roy, Boris: DU SEXE (ON SEX) (Actes Sud, August 2014, 240 pages) !



A provocative, funny, exhilarating novel that looks at the place of men, women and desire in our postliberal societies stirred up by “the gender theory”.



!



Cynical farce, philosophy of the erotic or prescient idea? Whatever it is, it’s a glorious, radical literary tour de force!



Wanting to kill two birds with one stone – winning the beautiful Hana and re-launching his brother’s political career – Eliel decides to put his extremist concept of equality to the test with the general public. Bold, funny and disturbing, ON SEX is a modern and uncompromising novel on the future of desire and death of the couple, our relationship to the world and the rest of us ... that grows reflection on conquest, the meaning and exercise of power in its most fertile and jubilant corner. Though being a brilliant and visionary spirit Eliel simply does not achieve his great democratic dream: perfect and total gender equality. His sexual life, on the other hand, is hyperactive and reaching the heights. His brother Simon, has more concrete ambitions but is being declared ineligible. Eliel then meets Hana, a young
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LITERARY FICTION woman in search of personal revenge, hidden daughter of the president. The three of them will then invent a "binomial republic". The author uses erotism to raise fundamental question in our modern societies. He revealed that he has written this novel under the influence of Elfriede Jelinek's work. Boris Le Roy was born in 1972 and writes for the stage, film, television and for children. In 2012 he published his first novel, AU MOINDRE GESTE.



Bailly, Samantha: LIGNES DE VIE (LIFE LINES) (Bragelonne, July 2014, 142 pages) !



A dazzling novel about the joy of allowing trust and emotion to prevail.



!



An original epistolary novel, written in an impeccable literary style.



!



An upbeat story, full of delicacy and tenderness.



!



An authentic approach, and an ode to truth and the integrity of passion.



Gabrielle and Antoine have perhaps run into one another before, on a street corner, at the botanical gardens, or in a café. But nothing has destined them to meet. And yet, a simple anonymous letter is about to alter their fates… if they’re willing to gamble on a wild chance and pay heed to their feelings. Gamble? Chance? The two of them are about to discover what the word ‘trust’ really means. Can one become attached to another human being simply through words, and change one’s path for a complete stranger? We all need a shoulder to lean on, but are we aware of what that implies? In a time when people communicate mainly by e-mails and text messages, this book allows us to discover the pleasures of handwritten correspondence, and ambiguity. And the fear of revealing oneself, of actually meeting for real. Samantha Bailly was born in 1988. While studying comparative literature, she embarked on her own writing career and worked for Ubisoft. Her talent did not go unnoticed: her first novel was published when she was twenty, and her previous novel, CE QUI NOUS LIE, was sold in Germany (Ullstein) (to be published in February 2015).



Martin-Chauffier, Gilles: LA FEMME QUI DIT NON (THE WOMAN WHO SAID NO) (Grasset August 2014, 352 pages) Longlisted for Prix Goncourt, Prix Renaudot !



A fast-paced, talkative style that suits the narrator’s personality perfectly, making this fictional autobiography lively and credible



!



A love trio that crosses different eras, whose relations are constantly being put to the test by historical events



!



The key setting, the Île-aux-Moines, is an idyllic spot presented as a protective retreat untouched by time, but also as a stifling small community



From World War II to the 1964 Olympics in Tokyo, via the Algerian War and the government of Charles de Gaulle, the latest novel from Gilles Martin-Chauffier tells the story of three characters whose lives are profoundly affected by history. Marge Evans arrives with her father on the Île-aux-Moines in Brittany in 1938. European history is overturned by the Munich Accords, and Marge’s life is overturned by her encounter with Blaise and Mathias. The island becomes her refuge, Blaise her husband, and Mathias her lover. Over the course of the 20th century, in a world in turmoil, she will join the Resistance movement, gamble her fortune at the casino in La Baule, found a successful paper called L'Auto, and love passionately. As a lonely old woman in her house in Brittany, she decides to write her memoirs: to tell all about the thrilling life she led, and to spill the beans about the betrayals suffered, alliances forged and victories achieved. Gilles Martin-Chauffier is the editor-in-chief of Paris-Match, a novelist and a non-fiction writer. He won the 1998 Prix Interallié for his novel LES CORROMPUS (The Corrupt) and the 2003 Prix Renaudot des lycéens for his book SILENCE, ON MENT (Silence, Lies). LA FEMME QUI DIT NON (The Woman who Says No) is his 11th novel.
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FICTION Rights sold for previous titles: Greek (Polis), Korean (Daekyo Bertelsmann), Russian (Ripol) “An epic and historical saga about a family. Delectable, erudite, and funny.” Le Point “A fascinating novel full of wit.” Page des Libraires “An epic and historical saga about a family. Delectable, erudite, and funny.” Le Point “A fascinating novel full of wit.” Page des Libraires



Lang, Luc: L’AUTOROUTE (MOTORWAY) (Stock, August 2014, 144 pages) Long-listed for Fémina Price. “I was just wondering whether I should carry on waiting for the last train from Armentières or look for a hotel room in this small town blanketed in early snow, which was already turning grey and slushy, when she and her boyfriend came up to me. She must have known from my rather lost expression that now was the time to come into my life, that anything was possible, and she would see it through, right down to the icy shiver that I still often and inevitably feel.” She is Thérèse, he is Lucien, a couple whom life could never have brought together without the death of an aunt who bequeathed a property on the outskirts of Orchies, close to the motorway, on the edge of the fields. Fred, the narrator, is a seasonal worker who spends autumn nights on the northern plains at the wheel of a harvester, unearthing hectares of sugar beet with a head full of jazz melodies that convince him he’ll be a great saxophonist one day, like his uncle Frédéric. And now he’s trapped by this couple, gradually sucked into their lives and their nocturnal secrets, a prisoner in their ruined palace, and he should escape but he’s already under the spell of their tentacle-like personalities... With Motorway (and its blues and jazz soundtrack) Luc Lang gives us a novel whose outlandish language, characters and situations are as mesmerising as Thérèse and Lucien, and the thrum of the motorway itself, as it depicts a simple meeting that is a one-way ticket to adventure. Luc Lang is the author of nearly a dozen novels, collections of short stories and essays on contemporary art and literature. These include MILLE SIX CENTS VENTRES (winner of the 1998 Goncourt des Lycéens), LA FIN DES PAYSAGES (2006) and MOTHER (2012).



Caligaris, Nicole: UBU ROI (UBU THE KING) (Belfond, September 2014, 208 pages) !



French classics rewritten with a modern twist.



Ubu Roi is a play by Alfred Jarry that both opened and closed in Paris on December 10, 1886. Considered a precursor to the Theatre of the Absurd, it is considered a wild, bizarre and comic play, significant for the way it overturns cultural rules, norms, and conventions. Nicole Caligaris revisits this work by setting it in the world of finance. Her version of UBU roi transposes the drive for and fascination with power in the capitalistic corporations of our globalized society. Nicole Caligaris is the author of LA SCIE PATRIOTIQUE (Mercure de France, 1997), DANS LA NUIT DE SAMEDI À DIMANCHE (Verticales, 2011) and LE PARADIS ENTRE LES JAMBES (Verticales, 2013).



Le Corre, Hervé: APRÈS LA GUERRE (AFTER WAR) (Rivages, March 2014, 520 pages) Winner of the Prix « Le Point » du Polar Européen 2014 ! Shortlisted for the 2014 Prix Polar Michel Lebrun ! 30,000 copies sold !! !



Bordeaux, 1950. World War II is still vivid in everyone’s memories, yet a new conflict has already broken out: the Algerian War. Daniel knows that he too, will have to go.



!



The loss of loved ones, childhood violence, social injustice and solitude are craftly evoked by Hervé Le Corre in an intimate and overwhelming manner.



!



With his work’s beauty and precise style, he follows in the footsteps of Robin Cook.
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LITERARY FICTION An orphan who lost his parents in the camps, Daniel, now a mechanic, spends most evenings at the movies. One day, a stranger comes to the garage to get his motorcycle repaired. He seems to cast a shadow that poisons the atmosphere even after he’s gone. The man didn’t go there by chance. A series of violent incidents takes place. A high-school girl is mugged by someone who threatens her. She is the daughter of Albert Darlac, a police commissionaire who had had no qualms about arresting Jews during the Occupation, and who now rules the city with an iron hand. A short time later, the bar that is Darlac’s unofficial headquarters gets blown up. He gets drawn into a spiral of violence just as Daniel ships out to Algeria... After several novels in the Série Noire, Hervé Le Corre’s acclaimed L’HOMME AUX LEVRES DE SAPHIR – a hit with critics and readers alike with more than 42, 000 copies sold – won the Mystère de la Critique Prize. His next novel, LES CŒURS DECHIQUETES, won him the Mystère Prize yet again, as well as the Grand Prix de Littérature policière. Rights sold to: UK (MacLehose Press), Italy (E/O Edizioni) “Composé en virtuose, son roman joue de deux registres de langue, l’argot savoureux des bistrots et des mauvais garçons (…) et une prose limpide, sèche et sensible, qui vous transperce d’émotion. Superbe.” Télérama “C’est un roman d’une noirceur désespérante, agité par des salauds flamboyants, avec des fusillades, des embuscades, des dialogues qui fusent sous une plume magistrale.” Julie Malaure, Le Point “APRÈS LA GUERRE est un livre plein et entier. Qui dit les parcours chaotiques, les compromissions des uns face au pouvoir et les révoltes des autres devant l’injustice. Le monde défait les hommes, mais les hommes font le monde. Un paradoxe aux allures métaphysiques que Le Corre ancre dans le quotidien de chacun. C’est banal. C’est extraordinaire.” Eric Libiot, L’Express



Ruben, Emmanuel: LA LIGNE DES GLACES (THE ICE LINE) (Rivages, April 2014, 320 pages) Longlisted for the 2014 Prix Goncourt ! !



A foreigner’s view of a little known region, its history and culture, at the heart of Europe. A lush, visual writing style that makes the descriptions of both landscapes and people that have been consigned to a travel diary, extremely striking.



!



Anyone expecting a standard travel narrative will be pleasantly surprised to discover a true novel, in which the encounters and discoveries enrich a character that develops over the course of the tale.



!



Samuel, a young diplomat assigned to a mysterious country in the Eastern Baltic, has been given an impossible mission that he eventually abandons, choosing to truly get to know the country and its people instead.



He is very affected by the interesting people he meets there – from a Swiss linguist looking for his roots, to a night-owl actress and an interpreter from a working-class family that’s part of a cultural minority. Over the course of the long, cold winter, Samuel decides to let himself go with the flow… of impressions, sensations and of alcohol, too. Endlessly running away from something he has trouble identifying, he develops a fascination for the fate of the Jews who lived there during World War II, and is deeply pained by the violence of contemporary society, still laced with racism. Laid off for not having accomplished his mission, he comes back in early summer, invited by his Swiss friend for a chance to get a fresh look at this little-known and misunderstood land. With a very visual style, this ambitious and very personal tale offers a disturbing satire of diplomacy and its geopolitical intrigues; as well as lovely passages about the ruins and tragedies of history. Emmanuel Ruben was born in Lyon in 1980. Both during and after his years as a brilliant student of literature, geography and Russian, he travelled and worked in Italy, the USA, Turkey and Latvia. LA LIGNE DES GLACES is his third novel. Published in April, 2014, it has been nominated for the Goncourt Prize. It is the first volume in a planned Northern European series.
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FICTION Vuillard, Eric: TRISTESSE DE LA TERRE UNE HISTOIRE DE BUFFALO BILL CODY (SADNESS OF THE EARTH A HISTORY OF BUFFALO BILL CODY) (Actes Sud, August 2014, 176 pages) Long-listed for the Goncourt Prize. Long-listed for Wepler-Fondation La Poste Prize. Long-listed for Le Monde’s Prix littéraire. !



Each chapter starts with an archive photo, that the author uses as inspiration for his next chapter.



!



Through the story of Buffalo Bills' life and the fate of Native Americans this half-novel/half document offers a sensitive reflexion upon our modern world and the end of traditions.



We think of reality shows as the ultimate avatar of mass appeal productions. Think again. They were initially created by Buffalo Bill who directed the famous Wild West Show which took the harsh reality of western life and glamorized it into an appealing show for Eastern audiences and helped to permanently preserve the legend of the Wild West. TRISTESSE DE LA TERRE, with its razor-sharp, unfailingly inventive writing, tells this story and unravels the reality behind the theater curtains. François Busnel in Lire magazine defines this hybrid novel as a "great book" adding that "Eric Vuillard manages to tell the story of America, a story already told a thousand times, in a sensible and captivating way, describing how a nation was built on lies, turning slaughters into victories, inventing show-business and substituting carnival to history. It's simple and moving, captivating and poetic. " A writer and film-maker born in Lyon in 1968, Éric Vuillard won the 2010 Ignatius J. Reilly Prize for CONQUISTADORS (2009), then the 2012 Franz-Hessel Prize and the 2013 Valery-Larbaud Prize for CONGO and LA BATAILLE D'OCCIDENT (2012). The rights for the latter two have been sold in Germany (Matthes & Seitz). Rights sold to: Germany (Matthes & Seitz) “Un livre bref et brillant.” Le Soir “L'un des plus attachants et des plus surprenants, des plus émouvants aussi.” France Culture “Stupéfiant récit. Un style sec et des chapitres aussi brefs que saisissants.” Lire “C'est triste et flamboyant, grotesque et mélancolique.” Le Monde des livres “Un petit livre nerveux comme comme un mustang. Eric Vuillard déploie sa maîtrise du récit et de l'emploi du futur pour raconter les choses du passé. Et la tristesse du monde.” L'Express “Un magnifique anti-western. Eric Vuillard délivre une remarquable allégorie de notre société du spectacle. Un texte comme une indélébile et magnifique empreinte.” Inrockuptibles “Eric Vuillard peaufine ici son art tendu et ironique de la narration, son écriture qui mêle les registres… le résultat est détonant.” Livres Hebdo



Leclair, Bertrand: LE VERTIGE DANOIS DE PAUL GAUGUIN (DANISH DIZZINESS BY PAUL GAUGUIN) (Actes Sud, February 2014, 192 pages) !



A dizzying plunge into the suffering spirit of a budding artist.



!



Both a biographical novel and the account of an investigation, the search for a legendary artist whose reputation is considered scandalous even now, over a century after his death.



!



A stunning style that recreates both the distress and the passion of a beleaguered being.



In this astonishing investigation, Bernard Leclair restitutes six months in the life of Paul Gauguin – a period of doubt, heartbreak and artistic growth in the city of Copenhagen. Obliged to join his wife and their five children in Copenhagen in November, 1884, Gauguin isn’t the Gauguin yet, but, confronted with the hostility he inspires both in academic circles in this conservative city and within his own family, he will become that man. On the trail of one of the world’s most beloved painters, Bertrand Leclair draws on archive materials, pictorial analysis and empathy to represent the distress of a man torn between his family and his art, and to
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NON-FRANCOPHONE AUTHORS highlight the paradoxes behind the legend: devoted father and egotistical artist, haughty provocateur and insecure painter desperate for recognition. The hero who sacrificed everything for the sake of painting, and the man who abandoned his wife and children to spread syphilis across Polynesia. With his ample sentences, the author draws us into the world of a character who is still resistant to critical and biographical discourse. Bertrand Leclair is a French writer of fiction, non-fiction and plays. “Cette parenthèse danoise de Gauguin ressemble à un purgatoire avant l’éclosion. […] Magistral roman sur l’entre-deux.” Libération “Un roman qui donne à la personnalité de Gauguin de plus en plus de grandeur […] Les lecteurs qui ne jugent le peintre que d’après ses tableaux, et non d’après son tempérament, son invités à se rendre sans retard chez leur libraire.” La Marseillaise “Très documenté sur son sujet, l’auteur […] redessine avec une écriture nette et limpide le premier exil d’un Gauguin tiraillé entre deux exigences contradictoires et incompatibles.” Livres Hebdo



NON-FRANCOPHONE AUTHORS Lofiego, Vivian: LE SANG DES PAPILLONS (BLOOD OF BUTTERFLIES) (JC Lattès, March 2014, 250 pages) !



With sobriety and grace, an intimate novel on the terrible wounds left by the worst years in the history of Argentina.



Argentina, 1976. After the coup d’état, the military junta headed by Videla, Massera and Agosti, takes over the government. The atmosphere in the country is toxic, suspicion abounds and fear grips the heart of the people. Leftist opponents are hunted down like animals. One by one, people “disappear”. The narrator, Tamara, is still a child when one night she witnesses her father being taken away by some men. They throw him into a car and take off. Tamara will never see her father again. Ana, Tamara’s mother, becomes depressed and cuts herself off from the world and her daughter. Angelica, Tamara’s grandmother, tries to hold the family together but how can they live under the heavy weight of silence? Vivian Lofiego is Argentinean and divides her time between Paris and Buenos Aires. She has written several poetry collections; BUTTERFLY BLOOD is her first novel.



Clavel, Ana: LE DESSINATEUR D’OMBRES (THE DESIGNER OF SHADOWS) (Anne Carrière, January 2013, 272 pages) Translated from the Spanish (Mexico) by Brigitte Jensen 18th century Switzerland. Johann Kaspar Lavater, church minister and renowned theologian, friend of Goethe and author of a famous treatise on physiognomy, takes a young boy under his wing. The child possesses a remarkable gift for silhouette portraits. Lavater calls his apprentice ‘Giotto’, in honour of the great Italian genius. The youngster displays an astounding talent for revealing, in just a few lines, not only a likeness but the personality of the sitter. The theologian becomes obsessed with the boy’s skills, feeling he has been entrusted with the divine mission of helping his protégé resist evil temptations. For the churchman firmly believes that art must remain a path leading to God; and he knows that along this path, beauty can easily tempt the artist to perdition... An aesthetic and moral tale, LE DESSINATEUR D’OMBRES tells the story of Giotto de Winthertur, a genius of chiaroscuro, too much of an artist to give up everything to God, much too human not to give in to love. Ana Clavel was born in Mexico in 1961. A novelist and visual artist, her LES VIOLETTES SONT LES FLEURS DU DÉSIR (Editions Métaillé, 2009) received the Juan Rulfo prize, awarded by Radio France Internationale, in 2005.



26



Contact: Mrs Anastasia Lester ; Email:[email protected]



FICTION DEBUT NOVEL Orban, Jean-Pierre: VERA (VERA) (Mercure de France, August 2014, 266 pages) !



The main character is a free-thinking woman, while her relatives fall prey to social and cultural determinism.



!



A little-known chapter in British WWII history: the treatment of immigrants seen as “enemy aliens”.



!



An unusual style for a historical novel: an easy, oral tone that raises questions about language and culture.



The story of Vera, daughter of Italian immigrants to London. From between the two World Wars to the 1960s, she evolves between several different cultures, running the risk of losing her loved ones to history. Over a backdrop of 20th-century history in Italy and Great Britain, we follow Vera Tanner, daughter of Italian immigrants to London. After having accidentally gotten her father sentenced to death – her youthful commitment to Mussolini’s fascism attracted the British authorities’ suspicion – she distances herself from her mother, who has gone mad with grief. Vera works in a restaurant in Soho. A brief affair with a French soldier leaves her pregnant. She raises her son practically alone, trying to instill him with a sense of his different roots (Italian, British and French) to keep him from feeling trapped by any one of them. But her tactic backfires: her son feels confused by the different worlds, and becomes withdrawn and unstable. After World War II, Vera gets a job with Pathé News, where they make newsreels shown at the movies, and winds up in charge of relations with Pathé France. She makes frequent business trips to Paris, where she starts to write. Her son becomes a crook who winds up being committed to an asylum after Vera’s mother’s death. The author introduces us to a unique woman who is surrounded by characters described in very dark ink, and addresses the issues of culture and identity – as well as the sometimes impossible task of overcoming them. Jean-Pierre Orban, who has a Belgian father and an Italian mother, has written both for children and for the stage. He divides his time between Brussels and Paris. VERA is his first novel.



de la Croix, Séverine: LES MENSONGES NE MEURENT JAMAIS (LIES NEVER DIE) (Michel Lafon, November 2014, 304 pages) !



A novel told in several voices with a fast-paced, visual style that makes the tale very cinematic



!



Louise’s cold and malevolent character’s cruelty will chill your blood.



!



A succession of revelations lead Manon towards the truth while throwing her into a real-life nightmare



In a similar vein to FESTEN, this is a first novel that draws readers into the heart of an aristocratic family’s secrets and reveals their appalling past. A young woman named Manon finds out by chance that her uncle Thomas went to jail in his youth. Shaken by this revelation, and without discussing it with her own husband, Manon decides to go to see her mother to learn the whole truth. So begins an investigation that will gradually lead her to uncover the terrible secrets her family has been hiding for generations. She will also be forced to confront her grandmother, Louise, a perverse and manipulating old woman who reigns over the family like a tyrant. Incest, illegitimate children, blackmail and more: Manon becomes aware of the events and practices that have shaped her family’s past and her own identity. Séverine de la Croix plunges readers into an atmosphere fraught with tension, confounding expectations by choosing a non-chronological narrative form that makes the revelations even more surprising and the suspense almost unbearable. Séverine de la Croix writes both books and screenplays. LES MENSONGES NE MEURENT JAMAIS is her first novel.



Guez, Olivier: LES REVOLUTIONS DE JACQUES KOSKAS (THE REVOLUTIONS OF JACQUES KOSKAS) (Belfond, August 2014, 336 pages) !



An incredibly lush first novel, with a lively style and a touch of humor.
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DEBUT NOVEL !



A range of well-drawn characters, particularly the whole Jewish family and the hero’s various lovers.



!



Through the twists and turns of the main character’s path, the author makes us think about dreams, desires, ambition, and how we search for our true selves.



The hilarious adventures -- sexual, professional and otherwise -- of a slacker looking for meaning in his life but in all the wrong places. It’s the beginning of the 21st century and Jacques Koskas is a bit of a slacker desperately looking for the love of his life. In the meantime, he settles for one-night stands and brief romances with the various women he meets, encounters that often lead to very funny situations. Jacques is a journalist for La Turbine but spends his mornings hanging out in café and never gets the scoop that will allow him to write a groundbreaking article. The one in which he gets to reveal, because he’s convinced it’ll happen, that George W. Bush did find weapons of mass destruction in Iraq. His adventures take him to Houston, Los Angeles, Brazil, Cuba, Berlin...he meets the love of his life but he’s not the love of hers. And in the end, he’ll end up in the most unexpected of places where he at last becomes a new man. Well, not really... Olivier Guez, 40, is a journalist (Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung, Le Monde, New York Times…) and the author of notable works of non-fiction such as L’IMPOSSIBLE RETOUR, LA CHUTE DU MUR, and ELOGE DE L’ESQUIVE. His works have been translated into 9 languages. “[Olivir Guez] est justement considéré comme l’une des plus fines plumes de ce temps.” [Olivier Guez] is rightfully considered to be one of today’s most clever writers.” Livres Hebdo



Carrère d’Encausse, Marina: UNE FEMME BLESSÉE (A WOUNDED WOMAN) (Anne Carrière, 16 October 2014, 196 pages) !



A realistic and well-documented novel that looks at hate crimes and violence against women with a fresh eye, overturning clichés.



!



A striking book about a difficult subject that is handled gracefully, thanks to the confrontation between various protagonists’ points of view.



!



Readers will see their original assumptions gradually challenged until the surprising and edifying revelation of the guilty party at the end of the book.



In a village in Iraqi Kurdistan where secrets and silence reign supreme, a woman is the victim of a hate crime: the identity of the guilty party, revealed in the final pages, contradicts preconceived notions about violence against women. Fatimah lives in Iraqi Kurdistan with her husband, her children and her husband’s family. One day, she is taken to the hospital, suffering from serious burns after what looks like a domestic accident. But this cover story fools no one, as these “accidents” affecting countless young women are almost always the consequences of so-called “honor crimes.” While Fatimah fights for her life, for the sake of her children as well as of the child she’s carrying – the ‘baby of shame’, as she calls it – life in the village goes on as though she’d never existed. Only her oldest daughter continues to talk about her mother. Between the points of view of the powerless doctor, Fatimah’s daughter, and Fatimah herself, readers wind up understanding the horrifying story of a punitive rape that resulted in a terrible assault by her own mother-in-law, which was meant to silence her. A poignant novel that conveys the terrible reality of “honor killing”. Marina Carrère d’Encausse is a doctor. With Michel Cymes, she co-hosts the very popular French show Le Magazine de la santé (“Health Issues”) and Allô docteurs on France 5, as well as special programs and documentaries about health issues. In November 2011, she published ALCOOL, LES JEUNES TRINQUENT (“Alcohol, Young People are Going Down the Hatch”) at Editions Anne Carrière. UNE FEMME BLESSEE is her first novel.



Battistella, Gautier: UN JEUNE HOMME PROMETTEUR (A YOUNG MAN OF PROMISE) (Grasset, September 2014, 400 pages) !
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This first novel tells the story of a young man who leaves village and childhood to conquer Paris and become a man.
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FICTION !



A cross between Balzac’s Rastignac, Le Petit Nicolas and Bret Easton Ellis’ American Psycho, Un jeune homme prometteur sends readers to a place somewhere between reality and fantasy.



!



Every page of this book proves that this promising young author has ambition – and the talent to match.



Labat is a tiny, lost village, deep in the Pyrenees. Our narrator grew up there and lives a wild life alongside his brother Jeff. Orphans, both of them are adopted by Mémé who, underneath her hard veneer, hides a tender heart. Among the village inhabitants, there is also Madame Petrovna. She is not a witch, as rumour has it, but a White Russian in exile who owns an old typewriter, and many secrets. And then there’s Marie, the doctor’s young daughter, as pretty as a picture and full of promise… When the narrator decides to storm the capital after discovering his vocation as an author, the landscape he finds is far less bucolic than what he imagined – but it’s just as picturesque… He immediately meets the great impostors of the literary world, with whom he is going to have to settle scores. Faraway from Marie, who left him for an author of soppy bestsellers, and never very far from Jeff, his cursed and enigmatic brother who always shows up where he is least expected, our budding Rastignac will gradually give into the fever of Paris, descend into madness, and transform into a murderer. This journey will take him all the way to Thailand, where the final masks fall in this bittersweet comedy of errors and betrayed hope. Gautier Battistella was born in 1976. UN JEUNE HOMME PROMETTEUR is his first novel. “Gauthier Battistella bares his teeth. Literature, the real stuff, whose breath and panache he has embraced, will pay him back in dividends.” Le Figaro “A moving and sensitive first novel. A promising young man. Truly.” Lire



Delsaux, Aurélien: MADAME DIOGÈNE* (Albin Michel, August 2014, 138 pages) !



With entomological precision, the author dissects this world of withdrawal, in which the old lady’s memories of childhood, events in the street observed from her window, and the shambles she dwells in take on meaning, however incoherent they may seem to outsiders.



Madame Diogène has lived alone for years. With years passing by, her obsession for objects, of any form or value, has turned her flat into a den where every corner and crevice is filled with filth, old packaging, rotting plants, excrement and dust. But this chaos makes sense in her eyes, and although the stench has caused her neighbours to repeatedly come banging at her door, with new threats everyday, she feels very much at ease in this rotting kingdom of hers. Day after day, she makes a tour of this unimaginable pile of waste, her own personal treasure and home, where insects, plants, and garbage have happily thrived and taken over. The outside world is no more than a mere distraction, an object of her mocking contempt; whatever happens, her door will remain shut. But when she attacks a social worker who came at her door, the final line is crossed; the old lady has become a public threat, and evicting her is now a priority for her neighbours. What happens next is open for interpretation; does she purposely start a fire in her flat? Can she ignore that the firemen will never reach her on time? The tragic tale of MADAME DIOGÈNE is a compelling novella that raises questions about civility, humanity, and chaos; the inevitable death of its character makes for a powerful metaphor, reminding us of the possible demise of our alienated modern society. *Diogenes syndrome, which the main character is named after, also known as senile squalor syndrome, is a disorder characterized by extreme self-neglect, domestic squalor, social withdrawal, apathy, compulsive hoarding of garbage, and lack of shame. Aurélien Delsaux was born in 1981. A professor and comedian, he founded his own theater company in 2006 and has directed many classical plays by Molière, Shakespeare or Corneille as well as his own. MADAME DIOGÈNE is his first novel. “This first novel is an achievement. One needs to be talented to succeed in mastering such a fall into madness.” Page
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DEBUT NOVEL Roseau, Jean-François: AU PLUS FORT DE LA BATAILLE (AT THE HEIGHT OF THE BATTLE) (Editions Pierre-Guillaume de Roux, August 2014, 336 pages) !



A book that combines a range of literary genres: at once a historical novel, an epistolary novel and a first-person account.



!



A well-documented book inspired by the lives of real people that shows how soldiers lived on the front lines and how women lived on the home front.



!



Readers will catch the narrator’s curiosity and want to know what happened to these real-life characters



A lucky find in the street – a sheaf of letters written by two different men to the same woman during World War I – inspired Jean-François Roseau to write his first novel, a book that portrays the overlapping loves of four (SI LA 4e EST LE NARRATEUR, JE PENSE QU'IL FAUT LE PRECISER) characters, their loves and betrayals. A young man – the narrator – finds a sheaf of letters, newspapers and sheet music, all dating from the early 20th century. Alexandre Ury and Jean-Gabriel Vicensini, two WWI soldiers, had an intense correspondence with Hélène Ury in 1915 and 1916. Who are these people, and how are they connected to each other? Reading the letters makes him want to know more. The more he learns, the further he is drawn to the story of these soldiers and the woman they both loved. He decides to bring them back to life, to narrate their fates and reveal their choices and hopes – as well as their suffering and despair. Defying literary-genre categories, Jean-François Roseau has skillfully composed a well-documented yet creative book that is hard to put down, one that intertwines real people’s correspondence and his own thoughts. Jean-François Roseau is a writer who majored in history at the Sorbonne. AU PLUS FORT DE LA BATAILLE is his first novel.



Clerc, Laurent: SAVING JOSEPH (Denoel, October 2014, 126 pages) !



A funny contemporary novel about a serious subject: what is the role of men in today’ society and marriage?



!



The author is gently mocking Christian religion, but without ever being shocking nor provocative.



!



Touching and amusing with a distinct whimsical charm.



An ordinary man finds out he shares a lot in common with Joseph of Arimathea: unhappy couple life, lack of communication, no word to say in any decision. Until one day he decides to take his life back in quest for happiness, leaving no stone unturned, searching brothels and convents alike in some hilarious yet always touching scenes Paul has quite a few personal issues to sort out. His relationship with Julia is slowly falling apart, as the latter only lives to watch TV series, and hardly ever speaks to him. Around Christmas Paul starts questioning his life. He is not exactly a devoted believer, but has a special place in his heart for Joseph: while everybody else loves The Virgin Mary he rather feels for this poor guy, a reluctant adoptive father who had no other choice but making do with his wife’s miraculous pregnancy, only to end up being relegated in the background,. A definitely modern novel, both touching and full with humour. Laurent Clerc works as a finance executive in the audiovisual sector. As it is never too late, this father of 3 releases his debut novel at the age of 44.



Roland, Alice: À L’ŒIL NU (THE NAKED EYE) (POL, October 2014, 365 pages) !



An immersion in the world of sex-shows made unique and original by its fictionalizing endeavor, its flowing writing and blunt tone.



!



Far from being a voyeuristic and bawdy book, A L’OEIL NU offers a true literary and philosophical reflection around the staging and displaying of women’s bodies.
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FICTION !



The gathering of different narrative voices and the types of narrations used such as letters, short narratives, and conversations, make for an intriguing and original book, where the diversity of voices still gathers into a coherent one.



The night world of striptease and peepshows has long been an object of fascination: in this unique literary experiment around the small, closed-in world of a sex-show called A L’ŒIL NU (The Naked Eye), Alice Roland gathers the fictional voices of several protagonists to reconstitute her own experience. With different processes and literary voices such as transcripts of conversations, short narratives and letters, Alice Roland, an ex stripper, depicts the daily life around one sex-show establishment, its customers, and staff. As she makes fiction from autobiographical material, recreating thoughts rather than actual events without any voyeurism or cliché, the fragments she puts together invite the reader to a new vision of this sulfurous and still mysterious trade. Alice Roland is a dancer with the Compagnie Decouflé. This is her first book.



Teodorescu, Irina: LA MALEDICTION DU BANDIT MOUSTACHU (THE CURSE OF THE MUSTACHE BANDIT) (Gaia, August 2014, 150 pages) Offer from Germany! !



Monstrous, endearing characters doubly burdened by fate: they struggle under the weight of both a curse passed down from an ancestor, and their own wicked character.



!



Influenced by Gabriel Garcia Marquez, readers will enjoy wandering through this entertaining genealogical novel.



!



A fresh, free-spirited tone that reveals all the cynicism and absurdity of characters who are both typical and exceptional.



For her first novel, Irina Teodorescu offers up a madcap tragedy: the story of a well-earned curse that’s passed down over several generations of an aristocratic family that clings to its privileges, somewhere in central Europe in the early 20th century. Gheorghe Marinescu, an ambitious young bourgeois gentleman, befriends a bandit with a long moustache, then assassinates him once he learns where the bandit’s treasure is hidden. Thanks to the bandit’s gold, Marinescu founds a veritable dynasty… but he won’t see it prosper, because the price of his greed and duplicity is a curse on his descendants: from his time on, all male Marinescus are condemned to die young.Generation follows generation, and they all try to undo the curse, with pilgrimages, sacrifices and reclusions. But the family’s true curse is in its blood, whose purity is so preciously preserved: at each new birth, the Marinescu pride, egocentricity and cruelty become more and more pronounced. A short novel, reminiscent of ONE HUNDRED YEARS OF SOLITUDE, featuring delightfully cynical, loathsome characters in a tragic yet colorful saga. Irina Teodorescu was born in Bucharest in 1979 and has lived in Paris since 1998. She has her own advertising agency. After a book of short stories, this is her first novel. Irina Teodorescu writes in French. “C'est enlevé, original, plein de verve et de gaillardise, mais aussi vers la fin moins fabuleux, plus émouvant. Une réussite.” Livres Hebdo “Ce roman tout à la fois tragique et délirant est aussi un bel hommage à la langue française avec un style élégant au rythme percutant. C’est drôle, picaresque, émouvant, trépidant. La lecture est très agréable, les pages défilent et nous voilà, sans ennui, à la fin de ce texte original qui nous rappelle que la folie n’est jamais très loin des hommes.“ Librairie Lucioles (Vienne), Page des libraires “Un premier roman frais, généreux, picaresque… addictif !” Librairie Doucet (Le Mans) “  Ce premier roman vif ne laisse pas au lecteur le temps de se lasser de tant de morts. Cent cinquante pages suffisent et presque autant de rebondissements. L’auteur cavale, sûre d’elle, et l’on ne s’arrête pas en chemin. C’est une chance car se découvrent dans les dernières pages un ton plus grave, une prose poignante et un dénouement inattendu.” Le Figaro “Humour et fantaisie. […] La voix qu’a trouvée Irina Teodorescu est originale et laisse entendre les exclus et les oubliés.  ” La Quinzaine littéraire “Une écriture jubilatoire.” Le Soir
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WOMEN WRITING “Un premier roman à l’humour corrosif.” Avantages



WOMEN WRITING Adler, Camille: ROSE SOIE (PINK SILK) (Bragelonne October 2014, 288 pages) !



A romance set in the elegance of 19th century Paris.



!



The captivating theme of women’s liberation and independence, in a period when those ideas were still revolutionary.



!



The history of fashion, inspired by Emile Zola’s novel, AU BONHEUR DES DAMES (The Ladies’ Delight). In 19th century Paris, a lady married to an awful man turns seamstress, and becomes mistress of her



fate. Paris, 1884. Rose de Saulnay, a quiet upper-class young woman, has a passion for fashion which she expresses by creating superb dresses in secret. But her husband, a violent and possessive man, finds this pastime unworthy of her social rank and disapproves of her behaviour. At a grand ball, she meets Alexander Wright, the French capital’s most renowned couturier. When Rose’s husband hires him to design an outfit for her, it’s love at first sight. As divorce becomes legal in France in July of that year, Rose finds at last the courage to take her life in her own hands and leave her spouse. But he refuses to let her go and condemns her to a miserable fate. Helped by her chambermaid, she succeeds in escaping from her home and opens a dressmaking shop. Despite the difficulties of her situation and society’s rejection of her, Rose gradually wins her independence and, thanks to Alexander Wright, regains her faith in the future... and in love. Emmanuelle Nuncq was born in 1984 and started reading from the moment she was able to hold a book. Keen on the history of fashion and a designer of clothing herself, she pays tribute to a historical period that fascinates her in this novel.



Nedjma: D’AMBRE ET DE SOIE (OF AMBER AND SILK) (Plon, January 2015, 190 pages) !



An intense book that looks at the Muslim religion, and Moroccan Arab culture – as well as sexuality – head on, written in a blunt, but well-composed style.



!



D'AMBRE ET DE SOIE is more than just another erotic novel; it shows how religion and culture can affect human relationships.



After the tremendous succes of L’AMANDE, Nedjma explores the sexuality of Muslim men, a largely avoided subject that she unveils in a subtle and uncompromising novel. Karim has always been very curious about sex. At the age of 20, he decides to leave for Paris to study journalism and meet women. He’ll learn everything from Parisian women on a sexual level – except love and commitment. He feels that for Malika, an Algerian woman who has suffered and been near death. But the relation ends painfully, and Karim winds up going back to Imchouk, in Morocco, and tries to kill himself. But he meets Badra there, and little by little, she gets him to open up and helps him gain perspective on his own love and sex life. Nedjma’s story’s clear, well-composed narrative structure intertwines the voices of Badra and Karim. Both voices use blunt but rich vocabulary and speak freely, truthfully and uncompromisingly about sexuality, love, religion and culture. Nedjma’s style carries the plot and grants D'AMBRE ET DE SOIE an appealing depth. Nedjma is a Muslim woman living in the Middle East. She is the author of L’AMANDE, the novel whose international success led to its publication in 25 countries (with over 120,000 copies sold in France alone), standing out as the first erotic novel written by a Muslim woman. Since she received a number of death threats when L'AMANDE was published, the author prefers to stick to her nom de plume, Nedjma, rather than reveal her true identity. D’AMBRE ET DE SOIE is her new publication. The Russian rights for previous titles are sold to Ripol-Classic
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FICTION Desesquelles, Isabelle: LES HOMMES MEURENT, LES FEMMES VIEILLISSENT (MEN DIE, WOMEN GROW OLD) (Belfond, August 2014, 224 pages) !



An unusually well-composed novel, with a rogues’ gallery of characters who have been wounded by loss and hardship, but who have in common a woman who grants them a moment of well-being while caring for their bodies. For Alice, skin can speak, and each act of skin care is a human encounter.



!



A lively style that is able to poke fun at itself: right from the start, we are drawn in: first by Alice’s musings about caring for other people’s bodies, and then by the other women’s voices.



!



Each character has her own distinctive voice, story and issues. Chapter by chapter, we delve deeper into their lives, often catching glimpses of ourselves.



This novel, which is a tribute to women, features 10 of them from four generations of the same family in southern France: mothers, sisters, cousins, nieces, grand- and great-granddaughters all go to Alice’s beauty parlor. For 15 years, Alice has been writing down the secrets her clients share with her. They reveal their private lives, and their weaknesses, too. Bodies, love and sex are at the heart of everything: the women describe pleasure and wrenching loss, the joys and renunciations of love. A tragic event that took place 15 years ago still affects them all: Eve’s suicide after her husband died. She left a letter that no one but her mother has read, and that the others all wonder about. The beauty parlor moves into Eve’s old house, and the family comes together in her memory. At the grand opening of the new parlor, at the very end of the novel, Eve’s son finally receives the letter his mother wrote before she killed herself. All of the women are very endearing, each in her own way. Over the course of their various stories, encounters and lives, their personalities are portrayed: complex, provocative, melancholic or whimsical. Isabelle Desesquelles, a former bookstore owner, has founded a writers’ residence, the Pure Fiction House. LES HOMMES MEURENT, LES FEMMES VIEILLISSENT (Men Die, Women Grow Old) is her eighth novel.



Sara Agnès L.: ANNABELLE (ANNABELLE) (Bragelonne, October 2014, 600 pages) !



Originally self-published in digital format, this novel has generated genuine enthusiasm, selling thousands of copies.



!



A sexy, sizzling romance that explores the world of a sexual domination games.



!



An appealing heroine with a strong character who takes control of her life and desires. A sexy and provocative erotic romance by a rising star in the genre.



Newly hired as an editor of Young Adult fiction, Annabelle is faced with a daunting challenge: to tame John, her publishing house’s hottest author, specializing in SM erotic novels. This intriguing and charismatic man is very demanding in his choice of collaborators. Convinced that she has no expertise in this field and that he will never agree to having her as his editor, Anabelle quickly realizes that, on the contrary, John finds her profile particularly appealing. Determined to rise to the occasion, the young woman tries to put her preconceived notions to one side…but how far will she go to satisfy him? While she relies on her unmatched professionalism, he takes perverse pleasure in throwing her offbalance and arousing her curiosity in order to attract her to him... Little by little she finds herself drawn into a sexy, lascivious yet vicious circle where she gradually loses all self-esteem as John manipulates her into becoming his slave. The story has a real twist, for Annabelle manages to fight back and slowly gain her selfconfidence back. An original erotic fiction where a woman explores her desires and makes her own decisions. Sara Agnès L. is an author from Québec who likes to tell stories in all their forms. Sometimes tender, sometimes tough, she has a fondness for tales that end happily, and, whenever possible, have a zest of romance.
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WOMEN WRITING Maillet, Géraldine: SPLENDOUR (SPLENDOUR) (Grasset, May 2014, 162 pages) Thanksgiving weekend 1981: Natalie Wood is on a yacht off Catalina Island, a playground off the coast of Los Angeles, with husband Robert Wagner, co-star Christopher Walken and the vessel's captain. Wagner phones authorities around 1.30am on November 29 to report his wife missing. The 43-year-old is found a few hours later in her nightgown and socks floating face-down in the water. Is it an accident? A crime? A suicide? To this very day, no one knows. Géraldine Maillet tries to get to the bottom of the mystery through an imaginary reconstruction of the last moments of the actress’ life. The death of the star of Rebel Without a Cause and West Side Story stunned Hollywood and made headlines around the world, putting her marriage to Wagner and the events of the weekend under a microscope. Wood, the daughter of Russian immigrants, had been film royalty, a child star in the 1947 Christmas classic Miracle on 34th Street who went on to earn three Oscar nominations and star opposite James Dean, Warren Beatty and other leading men. Her death generated enduring debate… What went on the night leading up to her tragic death? Géraldine Maillet describes the actress’ struggle and imagines her last thoughts whereas the icy streams carry her away. Splendour is the tale of a descent into hell: the monologue of a sad woman who has been cheated on; a woman who used to be a real seducer and had all the great actors at her feet. While she is drowning, memories of her whole life flash before her: the times of glory and the gradual fall from grace. Géraldine Maillet is a writer and filmmaker. Among other major works, she has published LE MONDE À SES PIEDS (2009), adapted for the television and J'AI VÉCU DE VOUS ATTENDRE (2013). AFTER, her first long film came out in 2012 with Julie Gayet in the lead role. Rights sold for previous works: Russian (Ripol) “A sensual and instinctive novel.” Le Point “A novelist who is free in her approach and whose book […] rings out like a proud homage to her subject.” LIRE “A spellbinding monologue with extraordinary. It grips one with the force of a classical tragedy.” Madame Figaro



Harchi, Kaoutar: A L’ORIGINE NOTRE PERE OBSCUR (IN THE BEGINNING OUR DARK FATHER) (Actes Sud, August 2014, 176 pages) !



A personal and moving reflection on women, the father figure and how to define oneself inside a group.



!



A cruel, incandescent fable spelling out in blood the need to break away as a vital condition for survival.



The author spent two years shooting films and collecting stories from women of all walks of life (mothers, prostitutes, feminists) in order to build her very own corpus that she then used as a starting point to this novel. Locked up from an early age in the "house of women", where husbands, brothers and fathers put in solitary confinement their wives, sisters and daughters, a young girl is raised by her mother. But her mother is indifferent to her, living only for the hope that the man who abandoned her will deliver her from this place. Looking for love and recognition, the girl attempts to finally join her father that she has been dreaming about her entire life. But in the darkness of the father's house, she faces another nightmare: oppression & family delusions. She has no choice but to break free from her tribe in order to understand what love is. A powerful and feminine (if not slightly feminist) novel dealing with family, the ravages of lovelessness and the inner exile to which it condemns. The author explained that: “The characters in my novels are always undergoing deep transformations. Violence is a starting point and love, for oneself, for the others and for life in general is what I’m aiming at, for myself and for the readers”. Born in Strasbourg, Kaoutar Harchi specialises in socio-anthropology. She has taught at the new Sorbonne and at Poitiers University. She now lives in Paris. In 2011, she published her second novel, L’AMPLEUR DU SACCAGE.
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FICTION Ledig, Agnès: PARS AVEC LUI (LEAVE WITH HIM) (Albin Michel, October 2014, 368 pages) !



Endearing characters whom you feel like you’ve always known; a novel that will appeal to everyone who enjoys Gavalda and Pancol.



!



Like can give us trials, but reading this book makes you feel stronger, and reminds you that happiness is within everyone’s reach.



!



The novel’s structure – short chapters in each character’s voice in turn – draws us in and makes reading a pleasure



When a 20th-century Romeo and Juliet meet in Strasbourg, a relationship powerful enough to affect not just their own lives, but those of their friends and family as well, is born. Romeo, a 25-year-old firefighter, is in the intensive care unit at the hospital where Juliet, a 35-year-old nurse, works. Romeo is upset because he can’t take care of his little sister, Vanessa, a rebellious but fragile teen. Juliette, because she has been unable to conceive a child, her deepest wish, despite her oppressive, violent boyfriend. They quickly form a bond of friendship, and that friendship affects the lives of those they love: Vanessa meets Guillaume, a nurse who works with Juliet, and they fall in love; Malou, Juliet’s eccentric grandmother, decides to live out her life with Romeo’s great-grandfather. Three years later, when Juliet runs into Romeo again, she’s pregnant. But her boyfriend’s blows cause a miscarriage, and she chooses to run away. Romeo decides to look for her and help her get over the loss of the baby she had wanted so much. Thanks to him, she realizes that being happy means looking forward, not back. Agnès Ledig’s talent and sensitivity once again touch the reader’s heart, with a moving, novel in several voices about the intertwined destinies of endearing characters who strive to find happiness in themselves…and others. Agnès Ledig is a midwife near Strasbourg. Her first novel, MARIE D’EN HAUT (Marie from Upstairs) won the 2011 Femme Actuelle Prize. JUSTE AVANT LE BONHEUR (Just Before Happiness), her second novel, won the 2013 Prix Maison de La Presse, was translated into 7 languages and sold more than 130,000 copies in France! The Russian rights are under option with Azbooka-Atticus Rights sold to Spain (Grijalbo) & Italy (Mondadori)!



Bassignac, Sophie: MER AGITEE A TRES AGITEE (SEA AGITATED VERY AGITATED) (JC Lattès, January 2014, 256 pages) !



A poetical novel with plenty of subtle humor, thus book addresses issues like aging, families, and finding one’s balance.



!



The characters are deliberately ambiguous, wavering between melancholy and euphoria, brutality and affection, holding on and letting go.



!



The profoundly human and truthful plot is free of pathos and preaching.



Set in the heavily charged atmosphere of a beach resort in Brittany, Sophie Bassignac’s latest novel describes the dilemmas of a former top-model who has to deal with a drug-addicted husband, a troubled-teen daughter and the reappearance of her first love. Maryline has decided to give up on her career as a top model and leave New York and its scandals. She goes back to her childhood home, on the coast of Brittany, with her daughter – an obese and anger-filled teen – and her husband – a rock star, a dandy and a drug addict. She is determined to save him –against his own will, if need be. For the past 10 years, she has been holding things together, despite her bouts of melancholy, her feeling cut off from other women by her beauty and her fame, and her constant fear that her borderline husband would go overboard. But when the body of a drowned young woman is found on a nearby beach, the fragile balance of Maryline’s life is nearly upset. While her family and entourage have to face the police and the press’s suspicions once again, the former top model has to face her first love, a man with a prickly temperament and an almost brutal tenderness.



Contact: Mrs Anastasia Lester ; Email:[email protected]



35



WOMEN WRITING Sophie Bassignac has written a moving and truthful novel that avoids clichés and cultivates a certain mystery. There are neither good guys nor bad guys here; both the plot twists and the characters have the complexities of real life. After five critically acclaimed novels, of which DOS À DOS (2011) and UN JARDIN EXTRAORDINAIRE (2012) were published with Lattès, Sophie Bassignac signs a vivacious and charming novel with MER AGITÉE À TRÈS AGITÉE. Her novel LES AQUARIUMS LUMINEUX (Denoel, 2008) was sold to Poland, Germany, Italy, Spain, Korea, China and Russia. Rights sold: in Germany (Hoffmann und Campe). “Sophie Bassignac is a natural writer with an engaging sense of detail and melancholy.” Eric Neuhoff, Madame Figaro “Sophie Bassignac establishes her quirky characters in her beloved Brittany with disarming ease, as if a whimsical god had touched her with grace and endowed her with the gifts of keen observation, inspired prose and an energetic rhythm that carries her story…” Elle “MER AGITÉE À TRÈS AGITÉE is the best book by this fanciful, funny and moving novelist (…). One cannot but yield to this formidable puzzle that takes us to a small beach resort on the west coast of France.” Livres Hebdo



Delomme, Martine: UN AUTOMNE EN CLAIR-OBSCUR (AUTUMN CHIAROSCURO) (Calmann-Levy, September 2014, 330 pages) French Sale : Book-club edition (France Loisirs). She thought she had found happiness but her life is about to be turned upside down... A masterful narrative and gripping suspense with an endearing heroine who comes to life as the story unfolds. Claire is the perfect wife, happy and fulfilled. She is expecting a second child and enjoys her job at the cardboard factory owned by her husband, Henri. This latter has fallen into a deep coma after a hunting accident, however, and his chances of surviving are slim. Claire’s life takes a sudden nightmarish turn. Olivia, Henri’s first wife starts harassing her. She seems to be obsessed with her – even bent on destroying her – and much to Claire’s surprise, none of colleagues even seem to care. What’s behind Olivia strange behavior? How should Claire respond to her relentless attacks? What if her husband was not the man she had though he was? Claire looks to the past for answers, determined to bring the truth to light. Along the way, she discovers her own unsuspected mettle. At the center of a conspiracy and surrounded by a host of ruthless characters, Claire finds two precious allies in her mother and her lawyer, an honest man and a divorced dad. With courage and perseverance, she will ultimately change the course of things and uncover the truth... Martine Delomme was born in Bordeaux. Her two previous novels published by Belfond have gained her an ever-growing readership.



Schneider, Vanessa: LE JOUR OÙ TU M’AS QUITTÉE (THE DAY YOU LEFT ME) (Stock, August 2014, 192 pages) “Where are you, my love, what are you doing? Not having you here makes my head spin, I can’t walk straight. Everything’s confused and muddled up. You’re too young, I hate you for being so beautiful, you’ve got your life in front of you. I can’t eat, don’t even feel thirsty. I’d give everything to have you back.” But he doesn’t and won’t come back. The narrator, a young divorced mother of two, is abandoned one fine summer’s day, and feels she’s been robbed of all her hopes, is facing a slow decline and the return of all her demons: an absent father, an overly present mother, a fragile sense of her identity, ready to shatter like glass. Pulling herself together, climbing back up, loving again? A story about resilience and about love gradually evaporating, but also about a particular generation, a portrait of active, computer-savvy thirtysomethings, the turbulent and the settled. It is also unequivocally Vanessa Schneider’s most mature and most accomplished novel, taking a step towards the best that is in all of us. Vanessa Schneider was born in 1969 and is a journalist for M, the magazine of Le Monde. Stock has published her three previous novels, LA MÈRE DE MA MÈRE (2009), TÂCHE DE NE PAS DEVENIR FOLLE (2009) and LE PACTE DES VIERGES (2011).
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FICTION Risser, Hélène: LES AMANTS SPÉCULATIFS (SPECULATIVE LOVERS) (JC Lattes, September 2014, 320 pages) !



Falling in love is risky business.



Hélène is a journalist for a magazine specializing in economics. At the height of the subprime crisis, she is commissioned to be the ghostwriter of the autobiography of a female banker. She remembers Anna B. and her driving ambition, success, inordinate wealth and petulant femininity, from a previous interview. Anna consents to the idea of a book but seems more preoccupied by her love life than by the financial crisis. Then again… what if the laws of finance could limit an investor’s risks in the love market? When Anna’s husband decides to move out, she tries an experiment in trading, and the commodity is love. Helen is awestruck. Now this is what could be called dangerous speculation! Hélène Risser is a television journalist and host of a political talk show. She is the author of the novel UNE ENQUÊTE AMOUREUSE (Lattès, 2009) and several political essays. “A surprising novel that avoids all the clichés and proposes a new, defiant, and feminist representation of modern finance.” Les Inrockuptibles



Hemmerlin, Brigitte: PERSONNE NE PEUT ARRETER UNE FILLE QUI REVE (NO ONE CAN STOP A GIRL WHO DREAMS) (Calmann-Lévy, March 2014, 240 pages) !



A chiseled portrait of a woman: readers will feel compassion for this young lawyer who will do anything to approach the object of her obsession



!



Since the novel is based on the author’s real life, readers can’t help wondering which parts are true and which are fiction.



!



A spare, incisive and authentic writing style



Based on a true story, Claire’s obsession is a tale of unrequited love that leads a young woman to live in her mentor’s shadow, and even to wind up in prison. Paris, in the late 1970s. Claire, in law school, is fascinated by the lawyer Gabriel Doré. She manages to approach him professionally, first by studying in his library, then by getting an internship in his firm. From that point on, her life is focused entirely on him, while he barely notices her. Through him, she discovers the courts, and prison, too. She often goes there alone, as he has her visit his clients in jail for him. Despite her best efforts to make herself useful to Gabriel Doré, he thinks she’s inefficient, and hires someone else instead. So Claire opens her own law office. Then one day, a scandal breaks out: Claire has smuggled a weapon to a prisoner for an escape attempt. Gabriel Doré agrees to defend her, and she is thrilled. In fact, that’s the real reason for what she did – it was an excuse to see him again, even if it’s from behind bars. Her years of detention don’t discourage her: she knows that even if she doesn’t see Gabriel Doré, she will always be beside him, will always have him with her… because “no one can stop a girl with a dream.” Journalist and writer, Brigitte Hemmerlin is a former lawyer who was convicted of smuggling a weapon into jail. PERSONNE NE PEUT ARRETER UNE FILLE QUI REVE is inspired by her true story.



Caffin, Vanessa: SOUVIENS-TOI DE DEMAIN (REMEMBER TOMORROW) (Calmann-Lévy, March 2014, 233 pages) !



In this suspenseful novel with an unusual plot, we follow the heroine step by step in her quest for the truth.



!



The characters, who we get to know gradually, seem very real, particularly the terrifying and sadistic Vincent.



!



With its clever construction and plot, this psycho-thriller is a real page-turner.



In this captivating and suspense-filled novel, Vanessa Caffin reveals a tormented writer’s terrifying manipulation of an amnesiac young woman. Charlie Longe, 35, wakes up in the hospital, completely amnesic after having been mugged. Her past is entirely wiped out, and she can’t store any new memories. In order to know what happened the day before, she
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CONTEMPORARY UP-MARKET COMMERCIAL TRENDS decides to write in a diary. On the first pages it says: “I’m going to die. Find my husband, find Adam.” Terrified, Charlie sneaks out of the hospital to try to find out the truth. Vincent, the obsessively jealous ex-boyfriend who attacked her and left her unconscious, has writer’s block. He finds inspiration for a novel in their unhealthy, sadistic relationship. While Charlie, terrified and convinced she has to find her husband, tries to unravel the mystery, Vincent manipulates her, explaining that they are engaged, and moving in with her. When he finishes his novel, he disappears without a trace. Georges, who used to work with Charlie, suspects Vincent. He hacks Vincent’s computer, erases the manuscript and brings it to Charlie to reveal the truth to her. Two months later, Charlie is being treated in a specialized center. Georges tires of coming to visit her. Vincent finds her, steals her notebook, and writes the same words as the last time. As he planned, she escapes once again: he’s going to be able to start his novel over. An efficient, well-constructed tale that is impossible to put down until the blood-curdling ending. Vanessa Caffin was born near Paris in 1976. A journalist, her acclaimed first novel, J’AIME PAS L'AMOUR... OU TROP, PEUT-ÊTRE, was published in 2008 by Anne Carrière and won the Besançon Debut Novel Prize. Her next two novels were published by Belfond: MEMOIRE VIVE (2010) and ROSSMORE AVENUE (2011). She has also written wrote two essays about soccer, published by Solar in 2005 and 2007. She is currently a columnist for Yahoo.fr as well as a scenarist.



CONTEMPORARY UP-MARKET COMMERCIAL TRENDS Nicholson, Philippe: CE MONDE EST A NOUS (THIS WORLD BELONGS TO US) (Kero, February 2015, 290 pages) !



The future is described in a very realistic way – an extreme version of current situations



!



Combining military strategy, ecology, geopolitics and masterful suspense, it will appeal to a broad audience



!



The writing flows naturally and the tale is very visual and cinematic



In the near future, well-protected Business Zones (BZs), provide luxurious campuses for employees of large companies. The zones want to unite into a single country, Evergreen, that would rule the world to the detriment of the rest of its inhabitants… In addition to Max, Flynn and Max’s parents, the secondary characters are complex and able to evolve over the course of their adventures; it’s easy to identify with them Three weeks after northern Spain was invaded to create this new country, the U.N. will be meeting to decide whether or not to recognize Evergreen. But rebellion is brewing, and a world-wide resistance movement is growing. A well-meaning young man named Max wants to join it, but he gets drawn unwittingly into the plot of Flynn, a terrorist. Max’s parents decide to try to find him, and soon realize that they need to do it before the U.N. meeting. That very day, when he finds Max, his father decides to help the rebels, and manages to bring the demonstrations to an end without bloodshed. The world comes to the realization that it doesn’t want to be run by Business Zones and has to seriously consider what kind of future it wants. With a real risk of business taking over the world, torn between personal interest and ideological conviction, everyone must choose their camp and see how far they are willing to commit to resisting. Philippe Nicholson has written a page-turning political thriller for the 21st century A former financial journalist, Philippe Nicholson works for a communication agency. CE MONDE EST A NOUS is his third novel, after KRACH PARTY and SERENITAS.



Bornais, Gilles: J’AI TOUJOURS AIMÉ MA FEMME (I’VE ALWAYS LOVED MY WIFE) (Fayard, September 2014, 256 pages) Through the investigation of a man on his wife who’s just left him, the author offers a just and touching reflection on the difficult art of being a couple, but more generally on mariage, desire, and faithfulness. Jean-Baptiste can’t accept the fact his wife has left him, with a mere note on the kitchen table. The whole thing is unthinkable, utterly unfair, he repeats to anyone within earshot. The facts speak for themselves: twenty years of happiness, of unspoiled desire, sexual fulfillment and shared goals; two grown children living on
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FICTION their own, making romantic dinners and weekends in Normandy possible once more. Jean-Baptiste starts investigating his wife to understand why. But as he pours over her e-mail messages and bank statements, it is the true face of the makeshift detective - and not that of his wife - that is soon revealed. Maybe his wandering eye should have been reined in a little more carefully. Maybe he was the problem he couldn’t bring him- self to face. After all, the easiest way to keep an embarrassing truth from being known to others is to hide it from ourselves. Gilles Bornais is a journalist and a writer. J’AI TOUJOURS AIMÉ MA FEMME is his tenth novel.



Chevrier, Jean-Marie: MADAME (MADAME) (Albin Michel, Août 2014, 200 pages) !



A wonderful depiction of a dying world, one clinging to XIXth century values and quickly disappearing, with truly splendid and believable characters.



!



A slowly growing suspense that reaches an unexpected climax in the tragic ending



!



A fascinating tale, with an elegant and subtle writing that manages to avoid overdramatization and clichés.



Madame is a widow, aristocratic and haughty, who pays as little attention to her appearance as to the gloomy mansion she lives in, alone, which is now falling into ruin. Her sole companion is Guillaume, her farmer’s son, whom she persists on calling Willy, as to make him her own. Having become fond of this strange boy, she is determined to give him an education and open his mind to the beauties of poetry, nature and freedom. One day, she thinks to herself, she will make him her sole legatee, in spite of the boy’s parents’ visceral jealousy. Fourteen years before, Madame lost her own son, Corentin, on the very day Willy was born. What exactly is she seeking in this boy? What kind of hope, memory, or curse? As the birthday/anniversary draws near, tragedy is brewing… unpredictable and lethal: as Guillaume succeeds in climbing the very cliff Corentin died on, Madame finds her own peace in an unexpected suicide. Jean-Marie Chevrier has written several novels, including LA SECONDE VIE (2000), LE NAVIRE AUX CHIMERES (2004), UN JOUR VIENDRA OU VOUS N’AIMEREZ PLUS QU’ELLE (2007), DEPARTEMENTALE 15 (2009) and UNE LOINTAINE ARCADIE (2011), all published by Editions Albin Michel. "Superb, immortal, written with elegance." Livres Hebdo



Jardin, Alexandre: JUSTE UNE FOIS (JUST ONCE) (Grasset, October 2014, 240 pages) !



Can one still believe in passion after giving up on it?



JUSTE UNE FOIS is a Love story with a capital L. In it, Alexandre Jardin skilfully mixes the grand themes of the genre, like the battle of duty and passion, the permanence of memory, the quest for eternal love – all of which is fuelled by a relentless plot full of twists that keeps you at the edge of your seat, like the best American TV series. Just three hours before his marriage in New York, César stares at the younger sister of the woman he is about to marry and understands she is the love of his life. “Since it is impossible for us to be together, I would like for us to love each other… just once, so that we have no regrets. Let’s make love when you wish, just once in our lives. In the future, I’ll act as if I’ve never said anything. But I will always be thinking of it. Madly. Choose the moment, Hannah…” Fifteen years later, they find themselves on the shore of a lake in the Laurentides, in Quebec, three weeks before Hannah’s marriage. Will she remain faithful to her word and memories? And, what about César, who is now a widower and disenchanted with all things romantic? Alexandre Jardin was awarded the 1988 Prix Femina for LE ZÈBRE, and is the author of several books published by Grasset, among which are FANFAN, LE ZUBIAL, LE ROMAN DES JARDIN, QUINZE ANS APRÈS, DES GENS TRÈS BIEN, JOYEUX NOËL and MES TROIS ZÈBRES.
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CONTEMPORARY UP-MARKET COMMERCIAL TRENDS Foreign rights sold for previous titles: Dutch (Meulenhoff, De Bezige Bij), German (C. Bertelsmann), Greek (Modern Times), Italian (Bompiani), Korean (Munhak Segye-Sa), Romanian (Humanitas), Russian (Corpus), Turkish (Can Yayinlari)



Bosc, Adrien: CONSTELLATION (CONSTELLATION) (Stock, Novel August 2014 198 pages) 17 000 copies alredy sold in France ! On 27th October 1949, Air France’s new Lockheed Constellation, launched by Howard Hughes, took on board thirty-seven passengers, including the boxing world champion Marcel Cerdan and the virtuoso violonist Ginette Neveu. On the 28th the plane stopped communicating with the control tower. It disappeared over the Azores with no survivors. The question Adrien Bosc addresses in this dazzling, ambitious first novel is not so much how but why? What sequence of infinitesimal causations put end to end sent that plane into a mountain? And also, who were the passengers? We may remember Marcel Cerdan, the boxer lover of Édith Piaf who never believed he had died; we may remember the violinist Ginette Neveu, a fragment of whose violin was recovered years later; but Bosc weaves together other lives around them. From the Basque shepherd to the American entrepreneur, the inventor of the Mickey Mouse watch to the cabin crew, the author – a writer and explorer – draws a precise, hyperrealist yet poetic image of them all. He restores the humanity they lost in 1949. In his own words: “Letting the dead speak, writing their minor legends and giving forty-eight men and women, like so many constellations themselves, a life and a tale to tell.” Do we find answers? No, more questions, “you have to keep setting off, heart thundering, in pursuit of whales”, sighs the author as he tackles the mysterious island. Adrien Bosc was born in Avignon in 1986, and set up Éditions du Sous-Sol which publishes the reviews Feuilleton and Desports. CONSTELLATION is his first novel.



Jeancourt Galignani, Oriane: L’AUDIENCE (AUDIENCE) (Albin Michel, August 2014, 296 pages) !



A disturbing, resolutely contemporary novel that raises questions that affect everyone, and make us examine our own consciences.



!



A ruthless portrait of puritanical, provincial America – the land of the Tea Party, where the letter of the law can triumph over trivial acts.



!



A dry, precise style for a fast-paced book that alternates between more gently narrated flashbacks and the harsher tone of the trial.



Spring, 2011: In the town of K., in Texas, Deborah Aunus, math professor, is being tried for having had carnal intercourse with four of her students. Throughout the trial, she remains a silent witness to her own fall. In 2003, a law took effect in Texas that was intended to protect students from their teachers. The law makes it a felony offense for any educator to engage in a sexual relationship with a student – even if the student has reached the age of consent. So in the Aunus case, although the young men were all consenting adults, Deborah is being criminally prosecuted. After a four-day hearing, she is sentenced to 5 years in prison. During the trial, her private life is splashed all over the media. Her sexual freedom becomes the target of an ultraPuritanical society. Enigmatic to the end, Deborah Aunus is both predator and prey in this fast-paced, modern tale. Oriane Jeancourt Galignani is Franco-German. After several years as a book reviewer at the magazine Transfuge, she became its literary editor-in-chief in 2011. She is the author of a book about Sylvia Plath, MOURIR EST UN ART, COMME TOUT LE RESTE (Death is an Art, Like Everything Else) Albin Michel, 2013), which caught several juries’ eye. It has been short-listed for the 2015 Québec-France Marie-Claire-Blais Prize, which will be announced in April 2015. "A merciless portrait of puritan and conservative America, an enthralling and brilliantly written story." Metro



Garcin, Christian: SELON VINCENT (ACCORDING TO VINCENT) (Stock, August 2014, 312 pages) !
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- An enigmatic plot, full of shamanism and prophesy, whose pragmatic ending is a real surprise.
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FICTION !



- Stunning, varied writing ranging from diary entries to poems, from an explorer’s travel notebook to the reminiscences of a soldier from the Napoleonic Wars.



!



- Christian Garcin develops “invisible bridges between things and beings” in an existentialist novel in which a series of incredible coincidences tie a man inescapably to his past.



As in his NUITS DE VLADIVOSTOK (Vladivostok Nights), Christian Garcin has written a mysterious, shape-shifting novel that leads us from Russia to Patagonia and from the 19th to the 21st century. In the 1990s, a man who believes he is possessed leaves his job, mistress, wife and children to flee halfway around the world. In 1812, just before the crossing of the Berezina, one of Napoleon’s soldiers is taken prisoner by the Russians and describes his two awful years of captivity on scraps of paper. In 2013, two friends – one Franco-Chinese, the other Franco-Argentinean – go to Patagonia in search a relative of one of the two, who disappeared twenty years ago, and meet the owner of the Moon. In 1882, a doctor-astronomer is part of an international expedition to Tierra des Fuego to observe the movements of the planet Venus, and makes contact with the Yahgan Indians, who will be exterminated a few decades later. These different stories are all interconnected. Each chapter ties into a secret dramatic event, though they range from Marseille to Punta Arenas, from Russia to the grandiose landscapes of southern Patagonia. Christian Garcin has written a great number of books (novels, short stories, travel notebooks and more), including LA PISTE MONGOLE (Verdier, 2009), ‘DES FEMMES DISPARAISSENT’ (Verdier, 2011) and LES NUITS DE VLADIVOSTOK (Stock, 2013).



Quintreau, Laurent: LA CHIMIE DES TRAJECTOIRES (TRAJECTORY CHEMISTRY) (Payot-Rivages, August 2014, 230 pages) !



A playful, entertaining interweaving of unexpected comings and goings.



From its birth to its death, in 33 days and 37 chapters, following the necessary order of prime numbers, a fly traces its trajectories on a Parisian windowsill, influenced by light, smells, the wind and other chemical or geological factors. Inviting itself inside that same Parisian apartment building, into the home of one family in particular, between the son Adami’s unfinished hamburger, the leg of lamb his mother’s preparing and the chicken kibble that the woman boxer across the hall gives her dog, it shares their daily lives with us, from the trivial moments to the intimate ones, weaving their threads together until the dramatic dénouement. We soon realize that through the insect’s diffracted eye, the author is painting an offbeat portrait of humanity adrift, its hopes crumbling and dissolving in accordance with the blind, random flux of material chemistry. LA CHIMIE DES TRAJECTOIRES (TRAJECTORY CHEMISTRY) is Laurent Quintreau’s third novel. He is the author, most notably, of MARGE BRUTE (Gross Margin), which has been translated into 12 languages.



Lelait-Helo, David: D’ENTRE LES PIERRES (FROM IN BETWEEN THE STONES) (Anne Carrière, October 2014, 244 pages) !



A very moving novel that works historical information about Argentina into the life of a woman who was deeply affected by the events that took place there in the late 20th century.



!



The story is told from an unusual point of view: that of a house that has been a silent witness to centuries of happy and unhappy fates.



!



The author, a specialist in South America, uses fiction as a universal angle from which to address a dark period in Argentina’s history.



A very old house in Buenos Aires tells the story of its inhabitants over the backdrop of the city’s history: from its founding five centuries earlier, to the waves of 19th-century immigration that gave birth to today’s Argentina, to the legendary Eva Peron and the dictatorship of the 1970s. As demolition looms, the house divulges what it has seen and kept silent for far too long: the tragedy of Soledad Salvador, the woman who lived within its walls for over fifty years, and the dramatic events she was powerless to prevent. Soledad’s pregnant daughter and her boyfriend were taken prisoner by the military dictatorship in the 1970s, never to be seen again. Later, one of the devastated Soledad’s few joys is her affection for her neighbor’s young son. It isn’t until the end of the novel that we learn that, unbeknownst to her, Soledad Salvador had seen her own grandson grow up.
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CONTEMPORARY UP-MARKET COMMERCIAL TRENDS This novel is about the bonds we establish with our surroundings and the secrets that fill our lives. It travels to the very heart of the Argentinian myth in a dream-like atmosphere that embraces the great lessons of life, love and peace.” David Lelait-Helo, 42, has a Ph.D. Hispanic Literature and Civilization. He is the author of POUSSIERE D’HOMME, SUR L’EPAULE DE LA NUIT, C’ETAIT EN MAI, UN SAMEDI, as well as several books of philosophical tales and numerous biographies (Eva Peron, Maria Callas, Barbara, Edith Piaf and more.)



Vallejo, François: FLEUR ET SANG (BLOSSOM AND BLOOD) (Viviane Hamy, August 2014, 264 pages) !



The characters and situations are streaked with ambiguity, a secret sails through these two stories. It is in reading between the lines that the reader will discover it.



“Our destinies have always already begun, continue elsewhere, start up again in another time, and never end.” Does Francois Vallejo believe in reincarnation? The destinies of two medical doctors, one in the 17th century and the other in the present day, are interwoven in time. Urbain Delatour, born under the reign of Louis XIV, follows his father’s teaching to become master surgeon-apothecary. He overcomes his fear of blood and, while assisting his father in treating the local sire, falls under the charm of the sire’s daughter, Isabelle de Montchevreüil: a disturbing horse woman who frightens the region’s countryfolk. She seems willing to do anything to prevent Delatour from getting near her father. It is the 21st century, state of the art surgery has replaced naturopathy and Etienne Delatour has a brilliant future ahead of him. He excels at carrying out the most sophisticated operations. One day, he is offered the post of the chief of the cardiology department in a reputable Parisian hospital. It is said that Irene, the hospital director’s daughter, and one of his former conquests, has some involvement in this surprising appointment. Francois Vallejo knows increasingly well where he comes from and asks less and less where he is going. The only path he keeps to is that of the novel and for him it is a back road. He has been on around ten different journeys. From Hullabaloo in the Dance Room in 1998, he pushed through to West set in the 19th century in 2006. His detours through history helped him to find his way to the 21st century, some of the Metamorphoses of which he tried to shed light on in 2012. He follows up on those with Blossom and Blood in 2014, in which two eras overlap, two destinies come face to face, and men and women are interwoven through time. “Who wouldn’t trust such a well-dressed man?” Magazine littéraire “Fireworks in black.” Le Journal du Dimanche “A rare science of an economy of verbs.” Le Monde des Livres



d'Epenoux, François: LE REVEIL DU COEUR (THE RISE OF HEART) (Editions Anne Carrière January 2014, 256 pages) 15 000 copies old in France !



An affectionate and nostalgic novel that is less about the generation gap than about the change of eras.



!



Touching and authentic male characters whose lifestyles and belief systems are called into question by the arrival of a child.



!



Delightful dialogues with a scathing sense of humour.



!



François d'Epenoux has written a touching and truthful novel, tinged with nostalgia, that queries what it means to be a man and a father in a modern world in which ancestral identities have been swept away.



At age 30, Jean is the stereotypical Parisian hipster. He works for a PR firm that he hates, has been dating the same woman for the last three years without the slightest intention of getting married, reads the paper, goes out to eat, and feels like he’s treading water. His father, the Grand-Pariah, hasn’t read a newspaper since 1968. He lives in a house where time stopped when everything was simpler – when men were men and women were women and everybody knew what that meant.
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FICTION But the unintended birth of Malo upsets everything. The son becomes a father, and feels like a man for the first time. The old man has to make room in his heart for this unexpected grandchild. He gets caught up with introducing Malo to nature, opening his eyes to what children don’t notice any more: animals, plants, the seasons and more. The little boy, in turn, opens his grandfather’s mind to the world’s evolution. François d’Epenoux, 46, writes both novels and screenplays. His novel DEUX JOURS A TUER, 2001) was adapted for the screen by Jean Becker (one million tickets sold!). "À l'humour caustique succède une écriture empreinte de tendresse. Et aux séparations ou oppositions des premières pages, une véritable rencontre." Paris Match "Les détours et les surprises de cette tendre complicité entre le vieil homme et l'enfant sont au fil des pages drôles, insolites et touchants." Télé Z



Guilbert-Billetdoux, Augustin: LES JOUEUSES (PLAYERS) (Payot-Rivages, January 2014, 183 pages) !



- A spell-binding novel of initiation in which a young woman discovers the strength of emotions, as well as developing her spirituality through an experience with religion



!



- A book that invites the reader into a strange and fascinating Brazilian community



!



- Through the story of these two young women, the author portrays a society in crisis where it is hard to find one’s place and achieve your dreams



When Zoé and Lou meet in an acting class, they realize that it is the beginning of a friendship like no other, one without limits. Then the two young women meet Thaïs, and they invite him to share their lives. The young man fascinates them both, overwhelming their entire existence. The tale of an uncommon friendship and a complex love triangle. Two girls who want to get the most out of life and are determined to make it – budding actresses, they’re sure – form a life-long friendship the first time they meet, in acting class. Zoé talks, Lou leads the way. With their shared obsession for the stage as a backdrop, they go through the motions as they await roles that are worthy of them. They’ll need to find a love that can compare to their feelings for each other... They soon become young women who feel hemmed in under the rooftops of Paris in a decadent era. When they meet a man who seems to hold the promise of a different kind of love, they head to Brazil, desperately seeking something sacred and true, in search of something greater here on Earth. Will their encounter with Candomblé, the cult of the orishas, allow them to share their love? Each in her own way, both women will go to the end of their obsession: the irresistible need to play. Augustin Guilbert-Billetdoux was born in 1986. His first novel was LE MESSIE DU PEOPLE CHAUVE (Gallimard, 2012). “Augustin Billetdoux has gracefully escaped second-novel syndrome. He is has a fine grasp of what the holy could mean in that period of existence when the desire to live fife to the fullest brushes up against – at the risk of falling into – eternal abysses.” Le Nouvel Observateur



HISTORICAL & BIOGRAPHICAL NOVEL Chavassieux, Christian: L’AFFAIRE DES VIVANTS (THE CASE OF LIVING) (Phébus, 352 pages, 21 août 2014) !



Readers will be hooked from the very first chapter, which describes the hero’s birth and childhood and is told with great narrative power, like a legend, an epic or a novel by Zola.



!



The author portrays the era with great precision, particularly the hard life of the rural poor, but also the bourgeoisie, setting his hero’s fate within the broader socio-historical context of the dawn of the industrial era.



!



This bold story – told with a dash of humor and great sensitivity – gets reader to consider the effects of ambition, as well as people’s evolution within society and history.
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HISTORICAL & BIOGRAPHICAL NOVEL A sprawling historical and family saga, L’AFFAIRE DES VIVANTS provides a fabulous portrait of an exceptional destiny in late 19th-century France – the beginning of the industrial era – and has all the ingredients of a classical tragedy. By all rights, Charlemagne Persant, who was born in the mid-19th century on a hardscrabble farm in the countryside near Lyon, was destined to lead the life of any poor farmer. But his grandfather was convinced that this child was meant for greater things, so he tempted fate by giving him an emperor’s name. The grandfather’s constant references to the exceptional fate that awaited him developed in Charlemagne a kind of charisma that made the world bow to his will. Over the years, his sharp business sense and cold determination inflexibly dictated his behavior, leading him – through various means, including a marriage well above his social standing – to rise through the ranks of society. Neither empathy, nor remorse, nor compassion ever influenced his decisions. Never that is, except perhaps for a prostitute whose skin was as dark as Charlemagne’s own heart, to whom he once showed the only affection he was ever capable of. Those who give nothing can transmit nothing but ruin and misery. The love that got away – the spice of everyone’s life – would turn that veritable Vulcan’s old age into a cruelly blazing inferno. Woman and child will attempt to exist beyond his memory. The Affair of the Living – both the breathtaking tale of an exceptional fate and an historical saga of late-19th-century France – contains all the ingredients of a classic tragedy. Even for the most powerful, failure for lack of love, hides behind the greatest success stories. In this historical saga and tale of a prodigy, we follow the life of a farmer’s son whose all-devouring ambition takes him to the pinnacle of late-19th-century bourgeois society. But a loveless life, even one propelled by the strength and power of builders of empires, produces only chimera. The bigger they come, the harder they fall. Christian Chavassieux was born in 1960. Although novel-writing is his main occupation, he also delves into a wide range of other forms, including plays, short stories, essays, blogging, poetry and art criticism. For him, writing is a way of engaging with the world.



De Montremy, Jean-Maurice: LE COLLECTIONNEUR DES LAGUNES COLLECTOR FROM THE LAGOONS)



(THE



(Pierre Gillaume de Roux, September 2014, 273 pages) !



The author based his novel on a real-life mystery.



!



The city of Venice is the backdrop for an artificial society with an endless game of masks.



!



Listed for the 2014 FNAC Prize.



One day, two young men find a trunk full of old letters. Some of them bear their uncle’s signature, and others, that of someone named Tchaikovsky who spent a few months in Italy in 1893. They decide to follow the trail of this correspondence to elucidate a mysterious episode in Tchaikovsky’s life. Arnaud, 25, and his brother, Charles, find a trunk full of letters from a mysterious character named Basil Bartovich Barparoz in the Palazzo Merhi, the Venetian manor Charles just purchased. The names Piotr Tchaikovsky and Emilio Bauer – Charles and Arnaud’s uncle – both appear in these letters dated 1893. After 30 years of searching, Arnaud finally solves the mystery of the letters and learns all about Piotr Tchaikovsky’s mysterious trip to Venice. A tale composed like a set of Russian dolls, that switches from the contemporary era to the 20th century, thanks to the discovery of Tchaikovsky’s letters. Jean-Maurice De Montremy is a publisher. His earlier books include MIROIR ET SONGES (Mirror and Dreams (2013), BILKIS (2005), NOS ETES (Our Summers, 1998), LE JOQUE MACABRE (The Macabre Ball, 1991) and RANCÉ. LE SOLEIL NOIR (Rancé, Black Sun 2006)



Nohant, Gaëlle: LA PART DES FLAMMES (THE FLAMES’ SHARE) (Editions Héloïse d'Ormesson, Spring 2015, 560 pages) !



Female characters struggling to find a way to find their place and to make something of themselves, despite the codes of high society at that time.



!



An author who skillfully intertwines fiction and reality, in a style reminiscent of Alexandre Dumas.
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FICTION !



A novel based on actual historical events and real characters: the Charity Bazaar Fire, the early days of psychoanalysis, and the Duchess of Alençon



Inspired by an actual historical event, the Charity Bazaar Fire of 1897, Gaëlle Nohant has written a novel that draws readers into the lives of three women of the Parisian aristocracy whose lives are overturned by the tragedy. Paris, 1897: All the high-society ladies are getting ready for THE spring event: the Charity Bazaar. Everyone wants to volunteer at a stand and be seen. Among them are two high-ranking women who don’t usually participate in the social whirl: Violaine de Raezel, who has been rejected by the society ladies since the death of her husband, and Constance d'Estingel, a pious and altruistic young woman. When a fire breaks out in the bazaar, the catastrophe will seal the two women’s fates. Constance, deeply affected by the accident and physically marked by the fire, will gradually emerge from her traumatized state thanks to Violaine’s friendship and determination. Gaëlle Nohant has written a well-documented and well-written historical novel with something for everyone. A clever and enjoyable blend of history and romance that provides fascinating information about the era. Gaëlle Nohant is a scholar and a writer. LA PART DES FLAMMES is her second novel.



Ginzberg, Norman: OMAHA (OMAHA) (Éloïse d'Ormesson, May 2014, 320 pages) !



A rich, dense book that weaves human drama into an informative, historically accurate and actionpacked war story.



!



An immersive text, intense yet nuanced, that shows readers the dilemmas faced by ordinary men who must confront both the horrors of war and their own paradoxes.



A writing style that draws on empathy, as well as on meticulous historical research, to serve humanity’s duty to remember. The parallel tales of two soldiers – brothers who find themselves on opposite sides of the conflict during World War II. 6 June 1944, Omaha Beach: Walton and Karl Zimmermann are brothers who are opposite in every way: both of them were born in America of German parents, but while one has just landed in Normandy with the Allied troops, the other is marching towards the battlefield at the head of an SS regiment. Norman Ginzberg offers up a novel with rare dramatic intensity in which readers see the ineluctable advance of fates destined to confront each other: two armies, two world views, two formerly close-knit brothers. Both powerful and subtle, the author makes excuses for no one, but shows that nothing is either black or white. There are cowards and heroes, ogres and good men on both sides. This book is a necessary exploration of the notion of war crimes, of the orders we choose to obey… and how they change us. Norman Ginzberg is the son of an American soldier who landed at Omaha Beach on D-Day. A journalist for many years, he now runs a communication consulting company. “Loin de l'Histoire officielle et de tout manichéisme, un grand roman qui nous plonge au cœur du débarquement et nous interroge sur notre identité.” À Mots ouverts, Jean-Antoine Loiseau “La guerre sale et sans concession, Ginzberg la décrit avec précision, les mots sont bien trouvés et même sans aimer les livres d'histoire, difficile de s'en détacher. [...] À lire sans aucun doute.” Nice Matin



Dupont-Monod, Clara: LE ROI DISAIT QUE J'ÉTAIS DIABLE (THE KING SAID I WAS THE DEVIL) (Grasset August 2014, 240 pages) Longlisted for Prix Goncourt, Prix Renaudot Eleanor of Aquitaine is a multi-coloured legend. A witch or an innocent queen? Posterity has given her a thousand different lives. Clara Dupont-Monod invents one of her own, fascinated as she is by the Middle Ages, which have already served as a backdrop for her previous works. This time, the goal is not to clear a name, or rescue from the fog of oblivion but, on the contrary, to take possession of a myth, to tame it, even if it meant taking a few liberties. Dupont-Monod paints the portrait of a tormented, courageous, hot-blooded and ambitious woman, shining a light on the years of her marriage to Louis VII, the great forgotten king of France.
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HISTORICAL & BIOGRAPHICAL NOVEL Eleanor of Aquitaine has inspired generations of imaginations, sometimes appearing pink, and sometimes black... Pink, because Medieval clerics and history painted her as a man eater. Black, because she has been described as Machiavellian, starved for power, stopping at nothing to satisfy her appetite for power. Embodying power and sex, Eleanor was a passionate leader who crystallized medieval fears surrounding women, thus guaranteeing her an unparalleled reputation. In Le Roi disait que j'étais diable, Clara Dupont-Monod reinvents Eleanor, creates an anti-legend and reveals the depth underneath the cliché. She lends her voice to the Queen, of course, but also to King Louis VII, which history has buried under layers of oblivion. Although she bases her story on actual chronology – an indispensable framework – and on proven facts, like Louis VII’s boundless love for his wife or departing for the Crusades, Clara Dupont-Monod fills the blanks. She imagines Eleanor to be a pagan, even though she was certainly pious. She offers her a childhood as well as regrets, leaving the epicentre of her scandalous legend to remain hazy – especially her alleged affairs with many men, and namely her uncle. Here is Eleanor as we have never seen her before, in these formative years leading up to her ascension to the throne of England. Clara Dupont-Monod was born in 1973. She is a journalist for the printed press (Marianne magazine), but also for television and radio, in addition to being the author of several novels. Among them, LA FOLIE DU ROI MARC (2000), and LA PASSION SELON JUETTE (2007). Rights sold for previous titles: Bulgarian (Fakel), Portuguese (Difel) “A finely chiselled and poignant portrait of the ambitious Eleanor of Aquitaine. It is lyrical and embodied. Magically written.” Libération “The talent of storyteller Clara Dupont-Monod needs no further proof. […] This medieval heroine overflows with awe-inspiring strength and free will.” Le Nouvel Observateur



Flieder, Laurent & Lesbros, Dominique: LA FOLLE HISTOIRE DE L’URINOIR QUI DÉCLENCHA LA GUERRE (THE CRAZY STORY OF THE URINAL THAT CAUSED THE WAR) (Lattes, May 2014, 250 pages) 1915 must bring peace, or there will be no 1915. Such is the motto of President Fallières who, in these troubled times, has given himself the mission of uniting the world’s populations by hosting the most outlandish Universal Exposition of all time. A parallel group of outspoken artists of the Avant-Garde, among which the iconoclastic Marcel Duchamp, Guillaume Apollinaire and Erik Satie, conspire in a café to create an artistic, libertarian, and farcical “anti-expo” they call the Imaginary Exposition. It was to be a window for their artistic works and eccentric inventions. When a bomb explodes in the Universal Exposition’s commission office, there is a scramble to uncover the plot against the Expo, essentially a plot against world peace… Laurent Flieder is a professor of literature and the author of several books. Dominique Lesbros is a journalist and has written several books on the curiosities of Paris.



de Carolis, Patrick: LES DEMOISELLES DE PROVENCE (GIRLS OF PROVENCE) (Plon December 2005, 325 pages) 490,000 copies sold in France, alone! N°3 in the bestsellers’ list in France when it was released (behind Dan Brown and Paolo Coehlo) This novel tells the story of the four daughters of the Count of Provence in the 13th century when a deep faith in God was combined with violent power struggles, and courtly love contrasted the folly of the crusades. With no sons, the Count of Provence had to pursue a strategy of marrying off his daughters in a way that would preserve his independence from the powerful kingdoms of Western Europe. This he does by turning his four daughters into four queens. This novel is based on sound historical evidence and brings these four women to life, together with their pain, joy, rebellions, moving from their childhoods to marriage at the age of thirteen and then being sent abroad to a foreign court where their primary function was the production of an heir to ensure the continuation of the royal line. We discover very human stories from across Europe in the Middle Ages, from England to the Holy Land. Patrick de Carolis is a journalist, former TV presenter and President of France Télévisions channels from 2005 to 2010. He co-authored CONVERSATION (2003) with Bernadette Chirac and is the author of the
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FICTION very successful LA DAME DU PALATIN, the novelized biography of the wife of Seneca, one of the greatest philosophers of Antiquity (2011, 70,000 copies sold). Rights already sold: Czech Republic (Baronet).



Ascher, Marie-Odile: LA VOYAGEUSE DES ÎLES (THE ISLAND TRAVELLER) (Anne Carrière, November 2014, 352 pages) !



A white teacher and an Indian servant escape their destinies to face a world of segregation and find their own path to happiness.



!



Two characters who are determined to fight for a future that society denies them, finally overcoming obstacles by making unusual and brave decisions.



!



A historical novel that craftingly immerses the reader into a tale of adventure with social dimensions.



1848, the island of Mauritius. Sita, an ill-treated little Indian servant of superior intelligence, succeeds in straddling the three worlds that constitute Mauritian society: that of the white masters, the agricultural labourers and Indian domestics, and the world of the former black slaves. Sita strikes up a friendship with her employers’ daughter and dreams of belonging to their caste but, contrary to her hopes, the white society remains definitively closed to those with dark skin. Sita’s beauty makes her the object of desire and envy, and she is obliged to use all her wiles to escape the clutches of those who have designs for her. At the age of fifteen, she learns that her own family intends to marry her off against her will, and does everything she can to extricate herself from this imposed union. At the same time, in Burgundy, Guillaume, a humble country teacher, is determined to escape the path life seems to have laid down in front of him. At the first opportunity, he seizes his chance and ends up in Mauritius, that far-off country where anything is possible. Guillaume and Sita will face adventures, resort to stolen identities, experience thwarted love and violence, before they are finally able to come together and, in the face of all prejudice, build a life for two. Marie-Odile Ascher lives near Nice. PAIN AMER, her first novel, received the Hisler-Even Prize in 2011. LA VOYAGEUSE DES ÎLES is her third novel.



de Carolis, Patrick: LA DAME DU PALATIN (THE LADY OF PALATINE) (Plon, March 2011, 400 pages) Winner of the Prix des Romancières 2011. Over 70,000 copies sold in France alone. !



With the novelized biography of the wife of Seneca, one of the greatest philosophers of Antiquity, Patrick de Carolis takes us to the heart of the violent intrigues of Nero’s Rome.



!



In this rich, lively and erudite yet very readable account, the author invites the reader to discover the fascinating life of the powerful during the Roman Antiquity.



The story of an exceptional woman who had to face the conspiracies of the Court, and who happened to play a major role in some events and, above all, who found true love and wisdom with Seneca, one of the greatest philosophers. Arelate, ancient Arles, South of France, in the year 38 A.D. Paulina, daughter of the wealthy ship builder Pompeius Paulinus, finds herself between Scylla and Charybdis. Taurus, her husband, has fled to the East with his mistress and disappeared in a shipwreck. Her only son dies. So she leaves for Rome and, caught in a violent storm at sea, ends up on a Corsican beach. It is there that she meets the Stoic philosopher Seneca, in exile for political reasons. Having interceded for the philosopher’s rehabilitation with Agrippina, the fearsome mother of the future Nero, the young Paulina becomes the lady of the Palatine when she marries Seneca and moves to Rome. Just as happiness seems in sight, Paulina is confronted with the intrigues of the court, the conspiracies, the assassinations, and the escapades of the bloodthirsty Emperor. Accompanying the philosopher on the long path to wisdom, Paulina meets some of the most famous personalities of her century, in particular one who will become Saint Paul, fleeing the persecution of the Christians. Cruelty seems the dominant motivation at court, and Paulina is all the more sensitive to what she begins to hear all over Rome: God is love.
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HISTORICAL & BIOGRAPHICAL NOVEL Patrick de Carolis paints the sumptuous decors of imperial Rome and brilliantly describes the legendary splendour of its banquets, where the scent of the most precious perfumes of the Empire blends with the brimstone odours of conspiracy. Patrick de Carolis is a journalist, former TV presenter and President of France Télévisions channels from 2005 to 2010, he co-authored CONVERSATION (2003) with Bernadette Chirac and is the author of the very successful LES DEMOISELLES DE PROVENCE, a historical novel set in 13th century Provence and which met with huge success in France (2005, 490,000 copies sold).



Abécassis, Éliette: UN SECRET DU DOCTEUR FREUD (A DOCTOR FREUD’S SECRET) (Flammarion, August 2014, 208 pages) !



A riveting literary theme, in the tradition of Laurent Seksik’s successful books on Zweig and Einstein.



Vienna, March 1938. Sigmund Freud convened the Psychoanalytic Society for an extraordinary session. Students and disciples were gathered around their master who was perhaps addressing them for the last time. There were no other options: they had to flee Austria. So why did he stay despite the Nazi invasion? What was the secret revealed in the letter his son discovered? How did Marie Bonaparte convince him to leave? Who was the mysterious Anton Sauerwald? Against the background of history’s darkest hours, this fascinating novel offers a new perspective on the father of psychoanalysis. A qualified professor of philosophy, Éliette Abécassis is the author of numerous best-selling novels, including: Qumran, La Répudiée, Un heureux événement, Le Palimpseste d'Archimède…



Taillandier, François: LA CROIX ET LE CROISSANT (THE CROSS AND THE CRESCENT) (Stock, April 2014, 264 pages) The Cross and the Crescent is the second volume in a major three-volume historical work which explores the dark centuries between the end of the Roman Empire in the West (476 AD) and the Eleventh Century, when kingdoms were established as the forerunner to our modern states. These were centuries of slow cultural change: the extension of Christianity and of its political and social role; the appearance of Roman art as distinct from Greco-Latin art; the emergence of literature and “common” languages; and the development of the Arab-Islamic civilisation south of the Mediterranean. Meanwhile, east of Constantinople, the Roman Empire endured and continued with its own evolution. . Taillandier’s L’Écriture du monde used the lives of Cassiodorus and Theolinda to take us up to the end of the Western Roman Empire and the establishment of new “barbarian” kingdoms. The Cross and the Crescent continues the story, still told through the trajectories of real people (Emperor Heraclius, King Dagobert, Charles Martel…), with the birth and expansion of Islam up to the ill-fated Battle of Poitiers (734). Characters whose lives have been pitted at a crossroads in history try to carve out a future in an era of darkness. Female figures leave their mark on this narrative, underlining the political role of women at the time: Martina, the image of the maternal protector Fredegund and Brunhilda, cruel and ambitious women of power; Bathilde, who was bought as a slave on the shores of the English Channel and went onto to reign over the Francs. As a novelist, François Taillandier is best known for his ANIELKA (winner of the Grand Prix for a novel from the Académie française) and a series of five books, LA GRANDE INTRIGUE. With these volumes he brings back to life the distant origins of our modern European civilisation.



Cobert, Harold: JIM (Plon, September 2014, 224 pages) !



The desperate and insoluble quest for inspiration and poetry Jim Morrison pursued in Paris during the last months of his life.



!



The reader learns plenty of interesting details on Jim Morrisson and The Doors, all taken from real interviews and archives.
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FICTION !



The book is followed by the author’s very own selection of records and books to learn more on the subject.



In 1971, in Paris, Jim Morrison sought desperately to save the suffocated poet he had always aspired to be from being definitively crushed by the rock star he had become. Harold Colbert allows the reader to share the last months of the life of Jim Morrison, face to face with his own demons and the many countenances he had assumed. In mid-March 1971, Jim Morrison is in Paris. The man who often strolls like a shadow along the streets of the French capital is far from the slender rock star in skin-tight black leather. Chubby, bearded, his long hair already showing signs of grey, in the shadow of a lengthy prison term back in America, disgusted by the music industry, he is going through a profound existential crisis and sinking slowly into the depths of depression. He is seriously thinking of leaving music altogether and devoting himself to writing, in particular to poetry. But when he withdraws into solitude, he finds himself confronted by his demons. In his wanderings and his outrageous alcoholic excesses, he tries to untangle the threads of obscure, hidden meaning woven together: go back to music, or devote himself to poetry to prevent Jim Morrison the rock star from definitively killing Jim, the suffocated poet he has always aspired to be. This is the desperate and insoluble quest James Douglas Morrison will pursue in Paris during the last months of his life, finally joining, in his strange demise, the mythical club of artists who disappeared prematurely at the age of 27, and thus becoming a legend whose shooting star continues to fascinate generations. Harold Cobert is a novelist and the author of UN HIVER AVEC BAUDELAIRE (rights sold in Germany/Piper, Italy/Elliot Edizioni, Greece/Konidaris, Taiwan/Rye Field), L’ENTREVUE DE SAINTCLOUD, DIEU SURFE AU PAYS BASQUE and AU NOM DU PÈRE, DU FILS ET DU ROCK’N’ROLL.



De Mulder, Caroline: BYE BYE ELVIS (Actes Sud, August 2014, 288 pages) !



An acid rock'n'roll novel that depicts in parallel the lives of a declining music icon and an old lonely man, two monstruous yet endearing characters, unless they are the same person...



!



The reader learns about Elvis' life before he became famous, through a real timetravel in post-war USA



!



BYE BYE ELVIS is a merciless but affectionate portrait of The King.



!



The author received proposals by no less than seven French publishers for her novel



Two different men whose lives are intertwined, Elvis and John are identical creatures sharing the same deformity and isolation. Between the two, there might be a link: or maybe they just met in this novel. The author manages to raise questions and sometimes we could think that both men are the same person... Graceland, August 16, 1977, Elvis Presley dies, leaving millions of distraught fans behind. The King is gone. Seventeen years later, Yvonne starts working for a Mr. John White, an old, frail man. She spends the next twenty years of her life at his side, building a relationship with a man she knows nothing about and trying to save him from a miserable end. Caroline De Mulder was born in Ghent and published two novels: EGO TANGO (Rossel prize 2010, the most prestigious French speaking literary prize in Belgium) and NOUS LES BÊTES TRAQUÉES (2012). “La déconstruction d’un mythe, la décomposition d’un corps et d’une légende. Cela a déjà été raconté mais pas comme ça. Pas avec cette verve où se mêlent admiration et ironie, empathie et cruauté.” Bernard Pivot “Avec une puissance triviale, l’auteur raconte la rock star par de courts chapitres qu’elle entremêle habilement avec l’histoire d’un certain John White.” Le Nouvel Observateur “Caroline De Mulder montre dans un style parfait comment un mythe se construit et se déconstruit avec le passage du temps.” Le Journal du Dimanche “Superbe confrontation que celle de ces deux créatures prisonnières de leurs addictions et dont les destins se croisent ici. Caroline De Mulder manie les mots comme Elvis la guitare.” Le Figaro Madame “Un roman acerbe sur la gloire et la décadence.” Glamour
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HISTORICAL & BIOGRAPHICAL NOVEL Masson, Jean-Yves: L’INCENDIE DU THEATRE DE WEIMAR (FIRE IN THE WEIMAR THEATRE) (Verdier, January 2014, 192 pages) !



A brilliant tribute to Goethe, a master of literature, which also doffs it cap at such great names as Byron, Shakespeare and Mozart.



!



The city of Weimar and its most illustrious inhabitant, Goethe, are presented as icons not only of the German spirit, but beyond that, of a more global universal philosophy.



!



The narrative switches between a powerful and heart-warming story about a man who fights to keep his art alive, and extremely accessible reflections on humanism.



Mars 1825: The Weimar Theatre burns down. Goethe, who had it built and ran it for almost 30 years, sees the fire as “the bonfire of his memories”. But as soon as the rubble is cleared away, Goethe begins making new plans for a new theatre that would be even more beautiful, and universal. In the meantime, he pours all his energy into various projects, from a series of concerts and programming The Magic Flute to a sequel to that opera which he is believed to have written with a student of Mozart himself. There will be just a single performance, held in secret, and described by those in attendance as a moment of pure grace. This novel leaves us dazzled by the energy of a man in the autumn of his life who, when faced with a catastrophe, finds it within himself to keep performing and to contribute to furthering art, whatever it takes. Jean-Yves Masson was born in 1962. He is a writer, translator, critic and professor. His previously published books: L’ISOLEMENT (1996), HOFMANNSTHAL, RENONCEMENT ET METAMORPHOSE (2006), ULTIMES VERITES SUR LA MORT DU NAGEUR (2007). “Dans un roman insolite, l’écrivain ressuscite l’icône du romantisme allemand. Ou comment les forces de la vie peuvent conjurer celles de la destruction.” La Liberté “Une combinaison de simplicité et d’exigence, de liberté et de règles précises.” L’Humanité “Un épisode capital de la vie du poète allemand raconté par un témoin inconnu.” L’Humanité “Cette double médiation narrative, ces points de vue habilement entremêlés, qui révèlent autant une position artistique singulière qu’une philosophie générale de l’art théâtral, permettent de vivifier la prose classique, soucieuse d’équilibre, de Jean-Yves Masson.” Livres Hebdo



Fournier La Touraille, Jean-Pierre: LE JEU DE QUILLES EN OR (THE GOLDEN BOWLING) (Plon, March 2014, 300 pages) Paris, November 1793: sensing that Robespierre is about to have him eliminated, Hébert, one of the most extremist of revolutionaries, decides to free the Dauphin from the Temple with the complicity of the royalists. During this period of the Terror, as the revolutionary Tribunal condemns left and right, everyone knows the power struggle is a fight to the death. Determined to maintain his place at the center of events, Hébert, editor of Père Duchesne, the newspaper popular with the Sans Culottes, multiplies his attacks against the Incorruptible and the Committee of Public Safety. But Robespierre is still more powerful. Sensing that he is about to lose, Hébert secretly agrees to help a tiny group of royalists bent on saving the Dauphin, who is imprisoned in the Temple. Their ultimate goal is to take the child to Spain and organize the reconquest of France. But another plot to liberate the Dauphin is simultaneously being planned, the brainchild of two liberal gentlemen from Auvergne. Their plan is inspired by human kindness rather than any political calculations, their intent simply to free the unhappy child from his cell. As a sign of recognition among themselves, the participants must each present a small gold ninepin, a piece from the skittles game the Dauphin played with at Versailles. But between the Republicans, the reforming royalists and the Ultras, it will be a dicey game. In this tangle of unholy alliances, none of them has any scruples about betraying another. Jean-Pierre Fournier La Touraille is the author of a novel about John the Posthumous, LE TROISIÈME PRÉTENDANT (De Borée 2002). He is also the biographer of HUDSON LOWE, LE GEÔLIER DE BONAPARTE (Perrin, 2005). Rich in new information, research on LE JEU DE QUILLES EN OR took him five years to complete.
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FICTION Calmel, Mireille: LA MARQUISE DE SADE (THE MARQUISE DE SADE) (XO, May 2014, 320 pages) Partial English translation available !



An epistolary novel between the Marquis’ very prudish and virtuous wife and a mysterious stranger.



!



A fascinating epistolary novel set in the Paris of Enlightenment and of libertinism.



On the 200th anniversary of the Marquis de Sade’s death, the most prolific novelist has taken an interest in this little-known spouse. With the charm and power of libertine innuendo, she brings this period of moral revolution at the court of Versailles back to life. You may have forgotten that the Marquis de Sade was married. To a sweet and prudish young woman who feel head-over-heels in love with him. But she refuses to partake in any pleasureful activities with him, as she considers these things lacking in virtue. An anonymous friend writes to her to reveal the extent of her husband’s mischief and to invite her to witness it herself. Heartbroken and disillusioned, impotent and astounded, she observes her husband’s behavior and the scale of her misfortune. She begins exchanging letters with this friend, who goes from a zealous denouncer to true friend, keen to share secrets and advice in the hopes of introducing the Marquise to the sweeter things in life. n Born in 1964, Mireille Calmel has been writing since she the age of eight. Like many authors, her writing career started discreetly, with songs, short stories, plays. Then, she took several years to write her first novel, ELEANOR'S BED (XO, 2002), the success of which was like a fairytale come true for Mireille. She has published a total of 7 novels with XO, all of which have been best-sellers. Mireille lives in the Aquitaine region with her husband and two children.



Calmel, Mireille: RICHARD CŒUR DE LION. VOL. 1: L’OMBRE DE SALADIN (SALADIN’S SHADOW ) (Editions XO, March 2013, 418 pages) Mireille Calmel’s works are sold in 14 languages !



After three volumes on Eleanor of Aquitaine (almost 1 Million copies sold), this is the first in a new series by Mireille Calmel. Richard the Lionheart, both warrior and poet, springs back to life through Calmel’s magical pen.



1189. A new king dons the crown on England. He is called Richard the Lionheart. His team of confidants includes his mother, Eleanor of Aquitaine, widow of Henry Plantagenet and Eloin Rudel, his lover and mistress and by their old friends. Yet it anlso includes the power of the three swords of the legend of Avalon: Excalibur, Marmiadoise and Durendal. Will their light be enough to stave off the betrayal and lies of John Lackland, the youngest of the Plantegenets in England or Saladin, commander of the Infidels who is quickly gaining power in the East? Under the watchful eye of Loanna de Grimwald, the only crusade to battle against his enemies in the shadows will be one of courage, love, and abnegation.Without fail. Born in 1964, Mireille Calmel has been writing since she the age of eight. Like many authors, her writing career started discreetly, with songs, short stories, plays. Then, she took several years to write her first novel, ELEANOR'S BED (XO, 2002), the success of which was like a fairytale come true for Mireille. She has published a total of 7 novels with XO, all of which have been best-sellers. Mireille lives in the Aquitaine region with her husband and two children. “Mireille Calmel returns with her special recipe for mixing medieval history and Arthurian legend in a well-structured plot.” Carrefour Savoirs “While plunging into history, we are swept away by the gripping rhythm of an adventure novel.” La Manche Libre “This novel mixes history and Arthurian characters in a maelstrom of passion, war and love…Bestselling author Mireille Calmel dresses a spicy narrative which will captivate avid readers of the genre.” Sud-Ouest
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COMMERCIAL FICTION COMMERCIAL FICTION Roy, Suzanne: UN CADEAU DU CIEL (HEAVEN SENT) (Bragelonne, September 2014, 235 pages) !



An impossible tale, at the edge of reality, evolving into a poetic and passionate love story.



!



The fascinating evolution of a pure, innocent character who for the first time discovers the world of humans and their feelings, but also the value of life on Earth.



!



The chapters alternate between the two main characters, offering their complementary visions of what happens to them.



By chance, a fallen angel and a very practical doctor find their destinies intertwined. From this encounter that was never meant to be, blossoms a love that will redefine their visions of the world forever. For as long as she can remember, Elina has had only one mission, one reason for being: she appears at the bedside of the dying and guides the soul detached from its body to the door it must cross. She has no idea what awaits the human souls on the other side, and has no desire to find out. She does not care much at all about them; after all, they had their time on Earth, and they should have made the best of it, right? Until the day she lets a soul escape… a soul whose body has returned to life thanks to the stubborn efforts of a doctor in the emergency services. She finds herself abandoned on Earth, frightened and disoriented, with a single name on her lips: that of Éric Séguin, the doctor who will change her life. A wonderful lesson about life, love and spirituality that shows how beautiful chance encounters can change us all. A voracious reader and a self-proclaimed geekette, Suzanne Roy lives in Montréal, Québec. With degrees in literature and communications, she is a professor in digital media studies. Although her reading encompasses a wide variety of genres and subject matters, she has a weakness for romance of all kinds.



Gounelle, Laurent: LE JOUR OU J’AI APPRIS A VIVRE (THE DAY I LEARNED TO LIVE) (Kero, October 2014, 288 pages) Impressive 1st print run of 90 000 copies ! Pocket rights sold in France (Pocket) ! !



A lively style and lots of dialogue make the book an easy read.



!



Once again, Laurent Gounelle manages to get readers to take a good look at modern lifestyles and society: are we really happy?



!



A strong message that reverberates long after you close the book.



When a fortune-teller predicts that Jonathan, a young insurance agent in San Francisco, is going to die before the year is up, Jonathan takes a good hard look at the life he’s been living, and decides to take full advantage of the time he has left. First he gets back to nature, staying with his Aunt Margie out in the country. Together, they try to get back in touch with deeper values: being aware of the present, finding a better existence within oneself. Back in San Francisco, he decides to live in harmony with the people around him and to improve their lives with small kindnesses. When he finds out that the gypsy woman’s prediction was a hoax – and had in fact been organized by his Aunt Margie, he’s grateful: she has helped him to find himself, and to finally be happy. A radiant and joyful new novel by bestselling author Laurent Gounelle that invites us all to take a good look at our own lives and shows how we can be the architects of our own happiness. Laurent Gounelle was a human-resources consultant for 15 years. His novels reflect his interest in philosophy, psychology and personal development. LE JOUR OU J’AI APPRIS A VIVRE is his fourth book, after the success of L’HOMME QUI VOULAIT ETRE HEUREUX (The Man Who Wanted to be Happy, exceeded the million of copies sold in France and was translated into 28 languages!!). The Russian Rights are under option with Eksmo
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FICTION Schiappa, Marlène: PAS PLUS DE 4 HEURES DE SOMMEIL (NO MORE THAN FOUR HOURS’ SLEEP) (Stock, May 2014, 336 pages) Émilie and Morgane were once the best friends in the world. Life in general and mysterious reasons came between them. The year they turn 30, they meet again on Facebook. Émilie bills herself as a “full-time mum” living in the country. Morgane describes herself as a Paris career girl with a spectacular rise to success. But the truth is a little less rosy… Émilie secretly dreams of escaping from the unfinished building work in her house, from her recently redundant husband and her noisy children. Morgane, meanwhile, is accumulating neuroses and wants a baby as well as power in the world of work which, although enlightened, is still sexist and a place where motherhood rarely goes hand in hand with promotion. And so the two women make a pact. Émilie will help Morgane reconcile her twin ambitions, and Morgane will turn Émilie into the perfect working mum. No More than 4 Hours’ sleep is a universal novel for this generation, full of talk of motherhood and career plans, feminism and makeovers, baby blues and friendship, childcare places and urgent meetings. Somewhere between women’s rivalry and solidarity, it also introduces us to a gallery of well captured secondary characters: from perfect mothers at the school gates to permanently tanned advertising executives, via absent fathers and overly present mothers-in-law… and of course girl friends, women who intend not to sacrifice anything, despite the complications of everyday life. With a tone that is sometimes acerbic and always funny, No More than 4 Hours’ Sleep is the novel of the “digital mum” generation. Marlène Schiappa is 30 and has two children. She founded “Maman travaille” (Mummy’s working), the first French network for working mothers, which has had a blog on Yahoo! since 2008. Now an authority on and chronicler of ways to reconcile professional and family life, she organizes annual Maman travaille days in Paris and around France. She has already had several non-fiction books published, including LES 200 ASTUCES DE MAMAN TRAVAILLE and LE GUIDE DE GROSSESSE DE MAMAN TRAVAILLE.



Cohen, Thierry: JE N’ÉTAIS QU’UN FOU (I WAS A FOOL) (Flammarion, April 2014, 368 pages) The great success of his previous titles, all purchased by the film industry. !



An unusual subject, a tale crammed with clues and red herrings: this page-turner keeps the suspense going up to the very end.



!



Critical reflections on the flip side of fame, writers’ lives, and changes in the world of books and publishing.



!



A lively, fast-paced, well-structured psycho-thriller with a powerful plot and lots of mystery.



In this new psycho-thriller in the style of Marc Lévy and Douglas Kennedy, Thierry Cohen portrays Samuel Sanderson, a rich and famous American writer whose life will be overturned after he starts receiving strange threats. Before his first novel was published, Samuel was a happy husband and father. Shortly before he turns 40, his first book makes him rich and famous. But his wife leaves him, and his descent into drink, drugs, nightlife and using his fame to pick up scores of women drain away any desire to write. Strange messages begin to appear on his Facebook account; they are written by someone with the same name as him who challenges his choices. The mysterious message-writer knows him and his family. Is it a stalker fan, a jealous rival or a discarded lover? The messenger informs him, “I am your future self. I have come to warn you about the troubles that will befall you.” Samuel publicly announces his decision to stop writing and retires to the countryside. But his mysterious messenger, Jim, holds him hostage and forces him to write a confessional novel. Jim is actually an old schoolmate who always wanted to be a writer. He believes that Samuel has not only slept with his wife, Jessica, but has stolen his whole life. Samuel tries to get in touch with Jessica, to get her to help him escape. When Jim finds out, he beats her savagely then leaves the two of them to starve to death. The police investigate. Jim gets arrested, and Samuel and Jessica are saved. Samuel gets a new lease on life, after first finishing the novel as a way of turning the page. Thierry Cohen was born in Casablanca. His first novel, J’AURAIS PRÉFÉRÉ VIVRE, published by Plon in 2007, won the Grand Prix Jean d’Ormesson and has been translated into 10 languages. His next 4 books were published by Flammarion. Two of Thierry Cohen’s novels have been optioned for films.
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COMMERCIAL FICTION de Rosnay, Tatiana: SON CARNET ROUGE (HER RED DIARY) (EHO, April 2014, 192 pages) French Pocket rights sold to : Le Livre de Poche 1st print run : 58,000 copies ! More than 68 000 copies sold ! !



This Red Notebook brings together eleven irresistible stories on the subject of adultery, exploring modern-day relationships and age-old moral dilemmas.



!



A sharply observed, darkly humorous and heartbreaking look at the many contradictions of the human heart.



!



Is forbidden fruit the sweetest? Is infidelity inevitable? Is betrayal somehow sewn into the human experience ? Tatiana de Rosnay tackles these questions with her usual talent that are on everyone’s lips. A new collection of short stories by international bestselling Tatiana de Rosnay…



Tatiana de Rosnay is the author of the New York Times bestselling novel SARAH’S KEY, an international sensation with over 9 million copies sold in 42 countries worldwide that has now been made into a major motion picture. Together with Dan Brown and Stieg Larsson, she was named one of the top three fiction writers in Europe in 2010. Tatiana lives with her husband and two children in Paris. Rights sold to : the USA (St Martin’s Press) The Russian rights are under option with Azbooka-Atticus



Bordes, Gilbert: LESVOILES DE LA LIBERTÉ (THE SAILS OF LIBERTY) (Edition XO, November 2014, approx. 300 pages) !



After « The Children of Winter » (100,000 copies sold) Gilbert Bordes returns with a great adventure set in France and the United States amidst the turmoil of revolution.



1789. In order to free his father who has been unjustly condemned to a penal colony, the young Augustin Moncellier embarks on a journey that takes him to the New World. Imprisoned and sold as a slave on the shores of Florida, he will face the injustice of man, but also discover the beauty of love with Stilla and an unwavering friendship with M’nongo, both of whom will succeed in freeing. In the turbulent times of the last years of the century, Augustin will have to face many hardships and storms before he finally returns to France and is hailed as a hero by the Convention. Society has changed, some positions have been created, while others have collapsed. What was once impossible love is no longer so impossible. But political storms are often as dangerous as those at sea, and destiny can have its way with humans… A great action packed novel full of human and maritime adventures. Gilbert Bordes was a teacher and a journalist before turning to writing. He has written numerous novels, both contemporary and historical, and divides his time between his two passions: writing and violin-making.



Guyon, Margaux: NUNUCHE STORY (STORY OF A NINNY) (Plon, August 2014, 200 pages) !



A translator of erotic novels, Lena’s real life is suddenly invaded by the universe of the books to which she devotes her working hours.



Léna and Thomas love each other tenderly. Result: they’re bored silly at home. She smothers her anxieties by writing puff pieces for a women’s magazine and by translating Dangereux Louboutins, a series of novels that has revolutionized the erotic on the other side of the Atlantic and is preparing to conquer the softporn readers of Europe. Thomas hopes to succeed in the field of ephemeral architecture. In the meantime, he works in an agency devoted to the construction of low-rent housing—an area which inspires in him absolutely no interest whatsoever. And then Antonin, a young man who is the spitting image of the hero of Dangereux Louboutins, arrives on the scene and seduces the beautiful Léna in no time at all. After a summer spent in the muscular arms of the insipid young man, Léna realizes that the diabolical posession of which she is the object has gone on far too long. After short work of her break-up with a tearful Antonin, the situation promises to be
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FICTION idyllic. But Léna discovers that Thomas’s new co-worker is strangely attached to her mentor. Will Léna’s mindless detour of erotic passion, the story of a ninny, prove fatal? Margaux Guyon is 24. After LATEX, ETC. (Plon, 2011), and TOMBEAU POUR DON JUAN (Plon, 2013), NUNUCHE STORY is her third novel. She translates hugely popular American novels, the titles of which we dare not cite here. She lives in Paris.



Legardinier, Gille: ÇA PEUT PAS RATER (IT CAN NOT MISS) (Univers Poche, October 2014, 320 pages) Sample English translation and Reader’s report available !



A major French author who is able to make us laugh with serious matters or to emphasize extraordinary events in everyday life that he can create thanks to his vivid imagination.



What if, when all seems lost, it’s time to discover what’s worth living? When Marie is dumped by her boyfriend she swears never to trust another man neither in her private life nor at work. She is done with them! Sweet Marie is gone, from now on, Nasty Marie is in charge. She doesn’t believe in love anymore, that mirage causing problems to all women. However deep down Marie is big-hearted and when she receives letters from a secret admirer she will use impossible schemes to find out who he is. After working for American and English cinema companies as pyrotechnic, Gilles Legardinier, directed advertising trailers and documentaries on several blockbusters. He now focuses on communication to the cinema for major studios and scenarios, as well as writing his novels. Alternating wide variety of genres with the same talent, he among others shown in the thriller L’EXIL DES ANGES (SNCF Prix thriller 2010) and Nous étions les hommes (2011) and more recently in the comedy, which earned him international success with DEMAIN J’ARRÊTE! (2011), COMPLÈTEMENT CRAMÉ! (2012), and ET SOUDAIN TOUT CHANGE (2013) Gilles Legardinier knows how to combine humour and emotion like no one else. The Russian rights for previous titles are sold to Sindbad



Bourdin, Françoise: LA PROMESSE DE L’OCÉAN (THE PROMISE OF THE OCEAN) Belfond, September 2014, 308 pages France’s #4 bestselling author of 2013 280,000 copies sold by France Loisirs Book Club before publication !



A love story set in a Brittany seaside village between two scorned people who never wanted to love again.



After Mahé’s fiancé drowned at sea in a fishing accident, she discovered that he was in a relationship with another woman with whom he had a child. Swearing off all men, Mahé buried herself in her work. With her strong character and intelligence, she fought to earn the respect of her crew of fishermen once she took over her family’s business. And then she met Alan, a dentist who swore off women after living through the horrible pain of his first wife’s death followed by an empty second marriage to a superficial and greedy woman. Caught between an irresistible attraction and the need to protect themselves, neither Mahé nor Alan see the danger coming as their pasts dramatically catch up with them. Françoise Bourdin has published 35 novels with Belfond in 20 years. In 2014, she was ranked as France’s #4 bestselling author for the second year in a row. The Russian rights for previous few books are sold to Hemiro/FLC



Attali, Jacques: NOTRE VIE, DISENT-ILS (IT’S OUR LIFE, OR SO THEY SAY) (Fayard, March 2014, 270 pages) Tristan, a Yale professor and student of Mandelbrot, is invited by Mark to give a lecture in Geneva. There, he falls in love with Yse, Mark’s student and mistress. To make matters worse, Yse’s brother, Jonasz, is a both a guru convinced of his own invincibility and a potential murderer. Is the siblings’ sway over Tristan so great that he begins seeing episodes from the past - and the future reported in the media, including his own death?
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COMMERCIAL FICTION Jacques Attali, author of LA VIE ÉTERNELLE, roman (150,000 copies sold) and LE PREMIER JOUR APRÈS MOI (80,000 copies sold), makes a highly-anticipated fictional comeback with a narrative, in the tradition of Lewis Carrol, raising the age-old question of “Who are we are to dare to claim that ’our’ life is our own, that it isn’t merely part of a much bigger picture?” As for the main characters, how can we ignore the medieval legend of Tristan and Yseult, and the reenactment of the immemorial combat of love and death? Graduate of the prestigious Polytechnique and ENA schools, Jacques Attali was a special advisor to Francois Mitterrand for eleven years. He has had a brilliant writing career in such diverse fields as economy, history and futurology, but also in fiction and autobiography.



Benzoni, Juliette: LE TALISMAN DU TÉMÉRAIRE. LE DIAMANT DE BOURGOGNE (THE TALISMAN OF THE BOLD. THE BURGUNDY DIAMOND) (Plon, Octobre 2014, 448 pages) 20,000 exemplaires ont été vendus pour chaque tome de sa série “La Guerre des Duchesses” By the same author : THE TALISMAN OF THE BOLD – Volume 1 : 20.000 copies sold; LA GUERRE DES DUCHESSES – Volumes 1 and 2: !



After les Trois Frères, the continuing adventures of Aldo Morosini as he searches for Marie- Angéline, for rubies, and for the “Burgundy Diamond” of Charles the Bold.



The treasure of Charles the Bold leads Aldo Morosini and his gang from one crazy adventure to the next, marked by disappearances and discoveries, lies and revelations, from Paris to Franch-Comté by way of Switzerland. Having succeeded in pinning down the three rubies called «The Three Brothers”, our hero takes off after a large blue-tinted stone of inestimable value, known as “The Diamond of Burgundy”. But first of all, Aldo Morosini must find Marie-Angéline, who has run away, taking with her the ruby he had held carefully in safekeeping - until the day she stole it. Juliette Benzoni lives in suburban Paris. Her works appeal to a vast and faithful public, and she has earned her present reputation as queen of the French historical novel. Among her novels are LE BOITEUX DE VARSOVIE, LA FLORENTINE, MARIE LES INTRIGUES, MARIE LES PASSIONS, LA PERLE DE L’EMPEREUR, LES LARMES DE MARIE-ANTOINETTE, LE JEU DE L’AMOUR ET LA MORT, SECRETS D’ETAT, L’ANNEAU D’ATLANTIDE, THE LE BAL DES POIGNARDS SERIES, LA CHIMÈRE D’OR DES BORGIA, LA COLLECTION KLEDERMANN and the LA GUERRE DES DUCHESSES series. The Russian for previous titles are sold to Eksmo



Sardou, Romain: FRÄULEIN FRANCE (Editions XO, May 2014, approx.. 320 pages) Partial English translation available !



France plays a dangerous and thrilling game in times of war.



In a French village, a large town house is requisitioned. One evening, two drunk men rape the woman of the house and brutally murder her husband. In Paris, German soldiers take advantage of la vie Parisienne: the brothels have opened back up. Word gets around about one of their residents who is causing quite a stir: France is not only drop-dead gorgeous, she is also very demanding. She and she alone decides which men will have the pleasure of her services. What is she hiding behind her cold exterior? Nothing that she does is left to chance because she has a master plan driving her forward. With Paris in the hands of the enemy, she enters into the highest circles of power and mingles with the worst collaborators. The secret she hides would certainly come as a shock to many... n Born in 1974 of a long line of artists, Romain Sardou developed a passion at a young age for opera, theatre and literature. He left the lycée in the year before graduation with the firm intention of becoming a playwright. After living 2 years in Los Angeles, where he wrote scripts for children, he came back to France and wrote a very successful first novel FORGIVE US OUR SINS followed by other successful medieval thrillers, contemporary thrillers, as well as a philosophical novel.
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FICTION LITERARY CRIME & SUSPENSE NOVELS Thiéblemont, Anne-Laure: LE COLLECTIONNEUR (THE COLLECTOR) (Liana Levi, November 2006, 234 pages) !



A fast-paced detective novel that will keep readers on the edge of their seats until the very last page



!



Betrayals, crimes, and ruthless negotiating: a tale bursting with unexpected plot twists



!



The book introduces us to the fascinating world of the art market, leading readers into the mysterious and disturbing world of pre-Colombian art



In the backstabbing art world, collectors will do anything to get a piece they covet: lie, steal or even kill. LE COLLECTIONNEUR, the first in a series of two detective novels, immerses readers in a cruel world and introduces the character of the collector, who has many hopeful heirs… Marion Spicer’s life changes dramatically the day she learns she is the heir to one of the most important collectors of pre-Colombian art in the world. But there is one condition: in order to inherit the collection, she first has to find three statues that were scattered at an auction. Marion knows the art market well because she works for a company that traces the provenance of items sold at auction. Even so, she isn’t ready for the unexpected revelations, crimes and cruelty that she will encounter on her quest. Anne-Laure Thiéblemont composes Marion’s character gradually, just as Marion herself discovers things about her past and her own personality that she hadn’t known before. The events in this tale will permanently change both her life and her character. Anne-Laure Thiéblemont is a journalist specialized in art and a gemologist. She has investigated art and gem trafficking. LE COLLECTIONNEUR, first published in 2006, is the first installment in a 2-part work. It was followed by LA MOUCHE D'ALEXANDRIE (The Fly of Alexandria), in 2008.



Volot, Frédérique: 59, PASSAGE SAINTE-ANNE (59, STE-ANNE CROSSING) (Presses de la Cité, October 2014, 336 pages) !



A clever murder mystery set in 1861 Paris that has Achille Bonnefond exploring the spirit world and risking his own life in the process.



Paris, 1861. Achille Bonnefond could’ve chosen any distinguished profession because of his upbringing but instead chose to be a private investigator, much to his mother’s dismay. Two deaths lead Bonnefond towards a mystical organization: the supposed suicide of an actress and the murder of an informant ready to reveal information about her. Bonnefond ties these deaths to the Parisian Society of Spiritual Studies, where the upper class goes to communicate with the hereafter. As his investigation progresses, little by little Bonnefond loses faith in reason. He plays a dangerous game as he infiltrates this society in order to discover the truth. And with the slightest mistake, this game could prove quite fatal. Frédérique Volot was born in Vittel, in the Vosges region. Presses de la Cité has published her novels LE RUCHER DU PÈRE VOIRNOT, POUR L’HONNEUR DE BLANCHE ET LA VIERGE-FOLLE.



Vix, Elisa: L'HEXAMETRE DE QUINTILIEN (QUINTILIAN HEXAMETER) (Éditions du Rouergue, April 2014, 210 pages) !



- A detective novel told in several voices, that presents the events from different points of view



!



- The ensemble cast of endearing and plain-spoken characters who could be one’s own neighbors makes for an enjoyable read



!



- A very suspenseful tale: readers won’t find out who the murderer really is until the very end



During and after the investigation into a particularly gruesome murder, the occupants of a small apartment building near Paris interact – running into each other, getting together, breaking up – as some of them try to resolve the mystery, while others worry about hiding their most shameful secrets.
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LITERARY CRIME & SUSPENSE NOVELS Lucie, a young journalist, and her neighbors live in a small apartment building in the suburbs. Their ordinary lives are shaken up one morning when the garbage men find a dead baby in the garbage bin. It turns out to be Yanis, the son of Leila on the third floor. Lucie tries to solve the mystery using Quintilian’s hexameter – in other words, analyzing the evidence by asking journalists’ six standard questions: Who? What? When? Where? Why? and How? While this technique allows her to investigate, she is still a long way from understanding what really took place that fateful night. Élisa Vix composes her tale masterfully, dividing into three parts. The first one draws us into a gruesome murder that is quickly solved by a confession that leaves readers feeling skeptical. The second leads us through the occupants’ love lives and family histories, while the last part revives the investigative suspense, which builds relentlessly until the crime’s deeply disturbing resolution. Élisa Vix is a veterinarian and a detective-fiction author. She won the 2012 Anguille Sous Roche Prize for LA NUIT DE L'ACCIDENT. L'HEXAMETRE DE QUINTILIEN is her sixth book.



Bossi, Luc & Polin, Isabelle: TROUVÉE (FOUND) (Fayard, February 2014, 288 pages) !



The film rights have already been sold.



!



A riveting thriller!



An ordinary couple is savagely murdered in Bordeaux. A similar crime had been committed in Lille, nine years before. Clara, a spirited and stunning art history student, is completely unaware of such horrors when she finds a mysterious note among her things one day: “I found you.” She shows it to her boyfriend, the neurologist François Ménard, little suspecting their lives are about to take a nightmarish turn. Because Clara is the victim of a terrifying killer who has sprung up from an unknown past, a hidden past that Clara, with the help of Francois, must try to uncover. While the tough but depressive cop Marianne Brunel tracks the killer like some weird obsession, Clara and François explore the maze-like corridors of memory in a deadly game of cat-andmouse. Will they make it out before it’s too late? Screenwriter and producer Luc Bossi is the author of the novel MANHATTAN FREUD (Albin Michel, 2009, Livre de poche, 2011). Isabelle Polin worked in a pharmaceutical laboratory for seventeen years before devoting herself to detective fiction. Rights sold: Estonia (Eesti Raamat)



Balen, Noël & Barrot, Vanessa: PETITS MEURTRES À L’ÉTOUFFÉE (MURDER AT A SLOW SIMMER) (Fayard, April 2014, 198 pages) The serie of “Gourmet crimes” Film & TV Rights under negotiation !



German Rights already sold at auction to BTB in Germany (3 books deal)!



“Gourmet Crimes” combines gastronomy and suspense in a series of investigations led by authoritative restaurant critic and epicurean insider, Laure Grenadier. Brimming with local color and flavor, each of the whodunits blends fiction, historical fact and culinary anecdotes, a handful of regional recipes and cooking experiments tossed in for good measure. Writer and musician, Noël Balen divides his time between his writing desk, the recording studio and the family kitchen, he is also the coauthor of Le Sang de la Vigne, translated in English by The French Book. Business lawyer Vanessa Barrot is a self-avowed foodie with a sweet tooth for fiction. The owner of a typical Lyon restaurant, the Petit Pouce, is found assassinated, a tightly bound garbage bag over his head. A day later, the proprietor of another famous “bouchon” is killed exactly the same way. Renowned food critic, Laure Grenadier, knew both of the victims and is deeply affected. When a similar third murder is committed the very next day, she decides to look for answers. Were the murders random heinous acts? Or were the killings motivated by passion, perhaps even corporatist jealousy?
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FICTION Balen, Noël & Barrot, Vanessa: LA CRÈME ÉTAIT PRESQUE PARFAITE (DIAL C FOR CREAM) The serie of « Gourmet crimes » (Fayard, November 2014, 193 pages Film and TV Rights under negotiation !



German rights already sold at auction to BTB in Germany (3 books deal)!



The Bocage Gourmet owes its reputation to its famous cream sauce, whose recipe is a jealously guarded secret. The establishment attracts a host of affluent vacationers as well as all the local bigwigs. Laure Grenadier and her photographer, Paco, have decided to make a stop at the renowned institution. Laure gives in to the temptation of a daily special that happens to be cream free. Paco, on a diet, also forgoes the establishment’s famous crème fraiche sauce. Providential choices, it soon turns out. Indeed, all of the other clients are rushed to the hospital with severe food poisoning. Among the victims, a number of local officials as well as a German delegation invited within the framework of a cultural twinning program. Plans for real estate development and coastal conservation, a commemorative monument in the works, and a disputed addition to the recently acquired stables of a Qatari prince: Everything leads to believe that the representatives of the République were specifically targeted. Writer and musician, Noël Balen divides his time between his writing desk, the recording studio and the family kitchen, he is also the coauthor of LE SANG DE LA VIGNE, translated in English by The French Book. Business lawyer Vanessa Barrot is a self-avowed foodie with a sweet tooth for fiction.



Alaux, Jean-Pierre & Balen, Noël: UN COUP DE ROSÉ BIEN FRAPPÉ LE SANG DE LA VIGNE, TOME 23 (ROSÉ IS A WINE BEST SERVED COLD) Blood in the Vineyard, volume 23 (Fayard, May 2014, 208 pages) !



In this latest opus, Benjamin Cooker and his assistant Virgile are visiting Provence.



Press magnate Jérôme Khan-Zack has anchored his yacht in the famous port town of Saint-Tropez. His latest fancy: to acquire a vineyard just steps from the exclusive sands of Pampelonne Beach. “The Blue Grape Arbor” is the winery he has his heart set on. Alas, the Grape Arbor heiress intends to donate the vineyard to a religious community, much to the businessman’s displeasure. This latter puts our oenologist detective in charge of winning over the old lady, who turns out to be not such a do-gooder after all. The affair takes a deadly turns when Khan-Zack's young skipper is shot dead in the much coveted vineyards… Jean-Pierre Alaux is a novelist and a biographer. Noël Balen is a writer and a musician.



Giébel, Karine: SATAN ETAIT UN ANGE (SATAN WAS AN ANGEL) (Univer Poche, November 2014, approx. 320 pages) !



Angel Karine Giébel !



!



A masculine Thelma & Louise



!



An homage to classical gangster novels. Two lost souls on a bloody road-trip which leads to atonement.



François has a perfect life until is diagnosed with an inoperable brain tumour. Unable to face his wife, he drives his car aimlessly. On the road, he takes on Paul, a young hitchhiker with a trouble past. Neither of them have a precise destination, they only want to flee from their life. But when Paul’s past resurfaces, the two men, who have become inseparable, head on to the only outcome possible: death or redemption.



Khara, David S.: VOLUME 1: DAWN’S REMNANTS VOLUME; 2 : AN ETERNAL LIGHT (Univer Poche, November 2014, 230 pages per title) !



A new crime series in which a policeman and a vampire team up to investigate.



!



Modern thrillers tinged with fantastic and gothic atmosphere.
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LITERARY CRIME & SUSPENSE NOVELS !



An unexpected friendship between two utterly different characters who have both been confronted with loss and pain et non confronted to loss and pain.



Dawn’s Remnants Volume. Barry Donovan, A NYPD office, lives an unhappy life since his wife and daughter died in the 09/11 attacks. Werner Von Lowinsky is a vampire and leads a solitary life. These two lonely people meet on an internet chat and start a friendship In the meantime, Barry investigates a series of murders: businessmen shot in the head. The clues are scarce until the vampire gives a helping hand to his friend… An Eternal Light. This second tome of the new trilogy LES VESTIGES DE L'AUBE by very talented French author. His previous novel LE PROJET BLEIBERG met a very strong success: the best-selling on Amazon and the online store Fnac for a week. The first print-run of this the best-selling thriller was sold only after several weeks. 25,000 copies sold only in may 2011. David Khara a former journalist, high level athlete and CEO, is now a full-time writer. He is the author of the acclaimed trilogy: LE PROJET BLEIBERG, MORGENSTERN and SHIRO (Editions Critic). “Beyond a fast-paced thriller, David Khara depicts with humour and tenderness the meeting of two men separated by centuries but joined together by the loss of a loved one. Surprising.” Métronews “This novel updates the genre. Never have the adventures of Dracula’s descendants been more exciting.” Point de Vue



Joffrin, Laurent: L’ESPION D’AUSTERLITZ (THE SPY OF AUSTERLITZ) (Stock, Septembre2014, 300 pages) A crime in Napoleon’s headquarters! It’s serious enough for the emperor to summon his best police officer, Donatien Lachance, a superintendent with ground-breaking methods, a sleuth with the face of an angel and a hellish past. Who killed Pierre Levasseur, Napoleon’s favourite aide de camp? Is there a spy deep inside his Great Army? Who’s the red-haired man whose existence the emperor himself wants to hide? In order to solve the enigma and spare France from the threat hanging over it, Lachance follows Napoleon on his most glorious campaign, taking his troops from Boulogne to Austerlitz, via Elchingen, Ulm and the Schönbrunn Palace in Vienna. As he pursues his enquiry, which leads us deep into the strategies of one of history’s greatest military leaders, will Donatien win back his young wife, Olympe, an ardent republican besotted by the young aristocrat Alexandre de Nevers, loyal to the nouveau régime? Will he make a friend or an enemy of Schulmeister, Napoleon’s spy? At the end of this exciting saga which brings love and war together in a clash of emotions, the enigma is resolved on the battlefield at Austerlitz, in the middle of France’s greatest victory. Laurent Joffrin is a writer, journalist and editorial writer. He headed Le Nouvel Observateur and is currently editor in chief of the daily newspaper Libération. THE SPY OF AUSTERLITZ is the third volume of the series about Donatien Lachance’s adventures after L’ÉNIGME DE LA RUE SAINT-NICAISE (2011) and LE GRAND COMPLOT (2013).



Graham, Patrick: CES LIEUX SONT MORTS (THESE SITES ARE DEAD) (Univers Poche, May 2014, 340 pages) Sample English translation and Reader’s report available !



Beautifully written, sizzling with tension and containing a host of troubled, extremely well drawn characters.... Fleuve Noir is delighted to welcome a great author!



!



An exciting thriller, in which the terrified reader shivers with anticipation as much as he/she is horrified by some striking scenes in the vein of Thomas Harris.



!



A novel that also follows the rules of noir fiction, as the main character has to face his own inner darkness.



A neuropsychiatrist whose only link to his kidnapped daughter lies in a patient in a coma: is he prepared to go beyond the dead places of her conscience?
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FICTION Eric Searl is a doctor specialized in helping people in a coma. Shaken by the death of his wife, he has devoted his time to his patients instead of his family. On Christmas break, he stays in Los Angeles instead of going with Rebecca, his new partner, and his three children to their recluse house in the Rockies, where he is supposed to come later. On their way up, Rebecca takes a young hitchhiker, Liam, who turns out to be a psychopath. He leaves Rebecca and Searl’s two eldest children on the verge of death and kidnaps Kirsten, the youngest. Eager to reunite his family, Searl will have to become the hero or the plaything of a story that escapes him. Patrick Graham is the author of several thrillers, among which L’ÉVANGILE SELON SATAN, L’APOCALYPSE SELON MARIE whose rights have been sold in nine countries.



Ragougneau, Alexis: LA MADONE DE NOTRE-DAME (LADY OF NOTRE-DAME) (Viviane Hamy, January 2014, 200 pages) !



THE MADONNA OF NOTRE-DAME is a dazzling dive into the mystery of good and evil but is also a comic and quirky novel which shows the cathedral of Paris in a new light.



It is the day after 15 August in Notre-Dame cathedral in Paris. A beautiful young woman, clothed in white, is kneeling in one of the side chapels. She does not go unnoticed. The sexton and the warden have their eyes on her. But when an American tourist knocks against her, her body collapses: she has been murdered. Commanding officer Landart and lieutenant Gombrowicz, together with the young and sensitive acting prosecutor, Claire Kauffmann, are leading the inquiry. When they arrive at the scene of the crime the witnesses have fled. The autopsy reveals that the victim’s sex had been sealed with wax, as if to reconstruct her virginity. Who committed such a crime? Was it one of the religious fanatics with an obsession for the Virgin Mary who, the day of the feast of the Assumption, took part in the traditional procession with a statue of the Virgin on l’Ile-de-la-Cité? Or was it one of the staff members or one of the ‘strayed souls’ who wanders around the cathedral and knows its corners well? Father Kern, substituting as he does every summer in the Parisian cathedral, is questioned from all sides: the police and his superior, the bishop Monseigneur de Bracy, who is annoyed by the bad press surrounding the cathedral. He will investigate on his side… Alexis Ragougneau, is a playwright and this is his first novel. He worked for many years in Notre-Dame cathedral as a guide. He knows well its infinite secrets and the little people who linger there who he calls ‘the strayed souls of Notre-Dame’. “The inquiry dives into the painful past of the protagonists, takes us behind the masks and appearances, and swings between shadows and light. The style is racy and the humour subtle. It is one of those exceptional novels to which Viviane Hamy has the key. “ Télérama Rights sold to: Germany (Ullstein NDA), Spain (Siruela), Sweden (Sekwa), Greece (Stereoma).



Monfils, Nadine: MÉMÉ GOES TO HOLLYWOOD (Belfond, February 2014, 240 pages) !



Nadine Monfils takes us on a new madcap adventure with a cast of zany characters…



Granny Cornemuse has decided to meet her God: Jean-Claude Van Damme. Since he’s filming a movie in Hollywood, she needs to get enough money to travel there. She signs up to participate in the TV show “Adopt Me” so that she can con a wealthy family looking for a sweet, old lady to take care of their kids. Granny gets herself adopted and quickly steals the family’s money and goes on the run to Le Havre where she is hired as a cook on a shipping vessel. But her cooking skills wipe out the men on board and those who survive abandon her on a beach in the North Sea. There, she learns with outrage that JCVD has been kidnapped. Look out kidnappers. Granny's coming to get you. Nadine Monfils has published over a dozen novels with Belfond most notably LES VACANCES D’UN SERIAL KILLER (2011) with over 100,000 copies sold which Neri Pozza published in Italian.
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LITERARY CRIME & SUSPENSE NOVELS Monfils, Nadine: LA VIEILLE QUI VOULAIT TUER LE BON DIEU (OLD WHO WANTED TO KILL THE GOOD GOD) (Belfond, March 2013, 256 pages) Warning: Mémé Cornemuse is back! What’s in store?...gory murders, a botched jewelry store burglary, the return of the not-so-prodigal son... Mémé Cornemuse is a strange old lady. She just find work a the concierge for an apartment building in Pandore. One evening, Ginette, one of the tenants, returns home after cheating on her husband to find him dead in their bed with his hands cut off. Mémé Cornemuse convinces Ginette not to call the police because the wife is sure to be the number one suspect. Meanwhile, as Ginette investigates one neighbor after the other, Mémé Cornemuse is planning to burglar a jewelry store nearby. A thief, living in her basement, is in the process of building an undersground tunnel straight to the gold. But when the jewelry store goes out of business, Cornemuse needs to come up with a new plan. Which is when the son she forgot she ever had shows up, and lucky for Cornemuse, he manages a bank... Nadine Monfils is the author of several novels published by Belfond including LES VACANCES D’UN SERIAL KILLER (2011), 70,000 copies sold and published in Italian with Neri Pozza. The Russian rights for some of her novels are sold to Corpus/AST Group.



SERIES



Gay, Olivier: MAIS JE FAIS QUOI DU CORPS ? (WHAT DO I DO WITH THE BODY?) (JC Lattes, January 2014, 300 pages) Just when Fitz has at last found a suitable girlfriend that he is about to introduce to his parents, he receives a phone call from one of his VIP clients: the popular politician, Georges Venard. Venard needs some drug and firmly requests immediate delivery. Fitz can’t refuse the opportunity to make some good money so he blows off his family and heads to Venard’s house, only to find his door locked and the phone on the answering machine. The next morning, Venard is on the front pages of all the newspapers: he was found dead in his home. The investigation has concluded it was suicide. Why has a tiny doubt begun to grow in Fitz’ mind? Why has his apartment been visited in his absence and why does he now have killers on his trail? Fitz will need the help of old friends Deborah and Moussah to extricate himself from this sticky affair. A former strategic consultant in Paris, Olivier Gay earned the Best First Novel prize at the Beaune festival for his novel LES TALONS HAUTS RAPPROCHENT LES FILLES DU CIEL, in 2012. “Funny and spirited.” Marie-France “A not-too-dark crime novel, to enjoy between the lines.” Libération ALSO BY OLIVIER GAY THE FITZ SERIES: Fitz is not an average crime novel hero. A perfect parasite, this lazy womanizer enjoys the Parisian nightlife to the fullest living on drug money, which does not help his relations with his ex-girlfriend Jessica, a detective. When Jessica threatens to turn him in, he has no choice but to get involved in a murder investigation she is leading. To help him with his unorthodox investigations, the unlikely hero can count on his two best friends, Deborah and Moussah, as well as on a motley cast of night owls, junkies and hackers. LES TALONS HAUTS RAPPROCHENT LES FILLES DU CIEL (HIGH HEELS BRING WOMEN CLOSER TO HEAVEN



(JC Lattes, November 2013, 360 pages) A serial killer lurks in the streets of Paris at night, targeting female clients of the most popular night clubs. Rights sold in Turkey LES MANNEQUINS NE SONT PAS DES FILLES MODÈLES (MODELS OF BAD BEHAVIOR)
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FICTION (JC Lattes, 350 pages, February 2013) Moussa’s new girlfriend, a model, goes missing while getting ready for a fashion competition. Could one of the other girls competing have something to do with it? “Olivier Gay describes the Paris nightlife with the know-how of both a journalist and a sociologist.” Le Magazine du Monde



Haquet, Charles: LES FAUVES D’ODESSA (THE DOGS OF ODESSA) (JC Lattes, June 2014, 280 pages) “For an appetizer: urotropin-flavored caviar on toast, followed by a delicious terrine made from pork fed with clenbuterol, a common anabolic steroid used by body-builders. And for the pièce de résistance, a medley of fish: tilapia spiced with antibiotics and estrogen-soaked salmon. No more need to take birth control pills, ladies.” Camille Dupreux, founder of the consulting firm TracFood, specialized in the traceability of foods, disappears during the investigation of a suspicious company that imports food from Asia. His associate, Marco, begins the search and discovers much to his horror, a counterfeit food industry and the cynicism of Western industrialists. From China to Odessa, he searches for the jail where Camille is detained by the pitiless dogs of the Ukrainian mafia. He knows they will stop at nothing to keep their business thriving. Charles Haquet, grand reporter with L‘Express, gleaned his inspiration from numerous field investigations and transports us to the terrifying world of the mafia and the criminal networks of foodtrafficking. “This is first and foremost an investigation – as serious as the best documentaries. But it also has a lot of wit and humor. An excellent novel. Be careful NOT to devour it!” Le Figaro Littéraire



Brussolo, Serge: LA ROUTE DE SANTA ANNA (THE ROAD TO SANTA ANNA) (JC Lattes, October 2014, 400 pages) Markh is a celebrated stuntman, passionate about driving. He was recruited by a drug dealer with an idea so crazy it’s almost believable. At the Mexican border in Texas, on both sides of the Rio Grande is a monument dedicated to friendship between the two countries. It resembles a cement launching ramp, like a bridge missing the middle. Markh’s mission is to pilot a car whose motor is souped-up on nitric oxide, drive it up the ramp on one side and fly over to the American side. There he collects several million dollars and drives back to Mexico the same way. The operation is meticulously prepared and promises to be a success. One thing they didn’t count on was a family of losers living in a trailer nearby: Grampa Julius, a tyrannical ex-military parachute jumper, Wichita, his daughter-in-law who dreams of Hollywood, her daughter, Sue, whose job it is to guard the monument and Timmy, the slightly retarded little brother. Together they decide to steal the money from the car, but everything goes terribly wrong and the Mexican cartel wants revenge. Serge Brussolo published FUNNYWAY that won the Grand Prix for science-fiction in 1979. He has also written several successful series for young readers, historical novels and crime novels translated in several languages.



Barde-Cabuçon, Olivier: LES ENQUÊTES DU COMMISSAIRE AUX MORTS ÉTRANGES (INVESTIGATIONS OF THE COMMISSIONER OF DEAD STRANGE) (Actes Sud, 2012-2013) A series of historical crime novels featuring Volnay, a police commissioner whose title is Inspector of Suspicious Deaths, and his no-less-unusual partner, a heretic monk, who poke into the darkest corners of the Age of Enlightenment. !



A light-hearted police procedural, full of unexpected plot twists, that transports us to 18th-century Paris.
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LITERARY CRIME & SUSPENSE NOVELS Vol I: CASANOVA ET LA FEMME SANS VISAGE (Actes Sud, February 2012, 328 pages) Grand Prix Sang d'Encre 2012 The first exhilarating installment of a promising set of historical detective novels starring Volnay, the Inspector of Suspicious Deaths. In 1759 a faceless woman is found dead in Paris…



Vol II: MESSE NOIRE (Actes Sud, March 2013, 368 pages) Historia magazine’s Grand Prix du roman policier 2013 A not very peaceful night in 1749, in a Paris cemetery. A young girl’s body is found on a tomb. She may well have been sacrificed as part of a Satanic rite…



Vol III: TUEZ QUI VOUS VOULEZ (Actes Sud, February 2014, 384 pages) !



This droll and light-hearted crime novel makes for a very enjoyable read.



!



Entertaining characters that make you want to read more books featuring them.



!



18th century Paris seen from a novel point of view.



In 18th century Paris, the Inspector of Suspicious Deaths and his partner, a heretic monk, have to investigate the unresolved assassinations of three young men of very different backgrounds. Over a backdrop of political intrigue and religious tension – as well as the cheerful chaos caused by the Feast of Fools – a sort of Saturnalia – they learn that the assassin is the father of a young woman. The first two victims had gotten a bit too close to his daughter for the man’s liking. Then he killed the third young man at random, as a red herring. Olivier Barde-Cabuçon lives in Lyon. Fascinated by books, art and history, his taste for crime novels combined with his interest in the 18th century led him to create the character of an Inspector of Suspicious Deaths. TUEZ QUI VOUS VOULEZ is his third investigation, after CASANOVA ET LA FEMME SANS VISAGE (2012, winner of the 2012 Grand Prix Sang d'Encre) and MESSE NOIRE (winner of Historia magazine’s 2013 Grand Prix du roman policier). “Entre fait divers et affaire d’Etat, cette nouvelle enquête d’Olivier Barde-Cabuçon fait le portrait d’une ville au bord de l’implosion” Telerama



Sylvain, Dominique: LOUISE MORVAN SERIES (Viviane Hamy, 6 titles) Louise Morvan is a private destective and glamourous woman passionate about body art, Inoshi Iii - the biggest Japonese tattoo artist - and Stradivarius violins.



Sylvain, Dominique: BAKA ! (Viviane Hamy, 2000 and 2007 (new edition), 256 pages) Louise is sent to Japan by a French bishop. His nephew seems to be in trouble, and the Monseigneur wants to keep his reputation above suspicion. In fact, his nephew, Florent, is involved in mysterious relationships with a depressive politician, a charismatic Yakuza - Boss Gonzo -, and an old woman who deals in stolen artworks. Louise is slowly beginning to understand the situation, when her translator, Miss Eve, is found badly murdered.



Sylvain, Dominique: BLOOD SISTERS (Viviane Hamy, 1997 and 2012 (new edition), 256 pages ) Someone had taken a photo of Victoria with their polaroid. Someone had killed her. Someone had staged a horribly meticulous scenario. This spectacle was on the level of dangerous insanity. Do the Hindu God Shiva, the brilliant artist and the terrorist share a common element of destruction? Louise Morvan abandons Paris to confront Berlin, the city where ex- militants of the Red Army faction have transformed themselves and play with reality and the virtual, dreaming of victim art, the art of the future.
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FICTION Sylvain, Dominique: THE LIZARD KING (Viviane Hamy, 1998 and 2012 (new edition), 272 pages) Louise Morvan is finally going to shed light on the mysterious death of her uncle, Julian Eden, whose agency she inherited. Commissioner Clémenti offers her a primary lead. He found the cop from whom the dossier was taken away and who was transferred to the provinces in 1979. The young woman’s solitary quest begins in Strasbourg. Meanwhile in Paris, Clémenti must flush out the “riverside killer”, a bloody assassin of the homeless.



Sylvain, Dominique: STRAD (Viviane Hamy, 2001, 256 pages) A Stradivarius worth more than twenty four million Francs is stolen from Meyer, a brilliant young violinist murdered in the middle of the street. Louise Morvan, commissioned by the owners of the unique instrument, hides out across the street from the apartment of an antique dealer, Christian Donovan, an antique instrument specialist.



Sylvain, Dominique: TECHNO BOHEMIAN (Viviane Hamy, 1999, 336 pages) During a rave party organized on private property, two young girls are seen jumping off a cliff together. The autopsy reveals that they had been drugged to the bone: an explosive cocktail of ecstasy and ketamine. The police concludes suicide without a doubt. In Paris, the body of a young Asian woman is found with her throat cut and vitriolized; thirty tablets of ecstasy are hidden in her belt buckle. Nothing helps to establish her identity. While commissioner Clémenti does not want to make a link between the two cases, Louise Morvan explodes the status quo by showing that suicide is absolutely not a factor in this story.



Sylvain, Dominique: IN THE DEEP NIGHT OF GERONIMO (Viviane Hamy, 2009, 368 pages) “Geronimo didn’t kill anybody, but who killed Geronimo?Philippine is perplexed with this anonymous email. We used to call her father “Geronimo” – that was long before he committed suicide, back from a brilliant career in molecular biology in the USA. All the members of the family – or rather of the Domeniac dynasty – have also received this email. Philippine asks a private investigator recommended by the superintendent Clémenti for help: Louise Morvan. And if those two have been lovers in another life, the wound remains quite fresh for Louise. An extremely dynamic investigation in the heart of the family secrets, a series of characters, one stranger than the other, involving drug dealing and GMO.



Sylvain, Dominique: OMBRES ET SOLEIL (SHADOWS AND SUN) (Viviane Hamy, March 2014, 300 pages) !



In this devilishly well-crafted crime novel, neither the guilty nor the innocent are quite what they seem.



Political-legal scandals intertwine in a way reminiscent of those thousand-piece puzzles that superintendent Lola Jost is fond of. She will have to piece this one together time and again before being able to make out the whole picture... In 1998, an attack took place against the French company Aerolix, located in Damas. At the funeral ceremony, the daughter of one of the victims refuses the official decoration awarded to her father by the President of the Republic, and demands that someone be held to account. In Paris, Sacha Duguin is accused of the murder of her superior: the chief superintendent Armaud Mars who had dabbled in insider inf luence linked to arms contracts and suspicious retro commissioning processes in Africa. To exonerate Sacha, Lola Jost, the retired superintendent, takes up her functions again. She is soon assisted by her inseparable American sidekick, Ingrid Diesel, who comes to the rescue from Las Vegas where she has been demonstrating her unparalleled talents in dance and strip-tease. But the road that will take them from the “Mars case” to the Aerolix attack is long: from Abidjan, the clues surrounding Mars take them to Brittany, where Aerolix has a plant, via Hong Kong. In the background of these two cases is the lightning career of President Borel magnificently orchestrated by his charismatic communication adviser, Gildas and his faithful ally, Mando; the equally dizzying fall of of his political opponent, Candichard, who committed suicide leaving behind an inconsolable wife and son; and the inquiries of a young judge who breaks the political omertà, preventing the cases from being settled.
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THRILLERS Dominique Sylvain has been a detective novel writer for over ten years and lives in Japan. Tokyo, where she spent three years, inspired her first novel Baka! (1995). Dominique Sylvain is now living again in Tokyo where she works as a full time writer. Her nine novels have all been published in the “Chemins nocturnes” collection of Éditions Viviane Hamy. She’s a big fan of Haruki Murakami, Ed McBain, Ian Rankin, Bret Easton Ellis, Bukowski, Calvin & Hobbes, Bruce Lee, Groucho Marx, Totoro, etc... Rights for previous books sold to: Spain (Santillana) - italy (mondadori) - Sweden (norStedtS) netherlandS (de geuS) - ruSSia (inoStranka and Corpus) - japan (Shogakukan) - germany (liSt verlag / ullStein) romania (univerSal dalSi) - lituanie (baltoS iankoS) - turquie (altin bilek) Russian Rights are under option with Corpus/AST Group



THRILLERS Reydi-Gramond, Christophe: UN MENSONGE EXPLOSIF (AN EXPLOSIVE LIE) (Liana Lévi, June 2014, 360 pages) Shortlisted for the 2014 Prix Polar Michel Lebrun ! Pocket rights sold to 10/18 (France) after an auction! !



A well-documented thriller with plot lines reaching into the upper echelons of the government and of multi-national corporations.



!



The entertaining style is both fast-paced and funny; the appealing characters make you want to keep reading, to find out more about them.



!



The conspiracy theory raises lots of questions about society today



In this edgy and solidly documented thriller, Christophe Reydi-Gramond questions our relationship to the truth in a democratic society and explores the reasoning in reasons of State. On September 21, 2001, ten days after the attacks on the World Trade Center, an explosion at a chemical plant near Toulouse, France, left 31 dead and 2,500 injured. The authorities immediately announced that they were “99% sure it was an accident.” Commissioner Clovis Lenoir, the detective leading the investigation, has his doubts about that, and will eventually uncover a vast conspiracy. The apparent suicide of a journalist leads anti-terrorism commissioner Clovis Lenoir into an investigation in which economics, politics, and ideology are inextricably linked. A physicist who had defected to the East in the 70s, a secret agent in search of revenge, an arrogant chief of staff, a predatory ex-trader, and an old lady who still believes in the Revolution are just some of the characters Lenoir will come across in this case, which has roots that sink far into the past. Throughout the book, the reader goes from revelations to red herrings, until the final disclosure. Christophe Reydi-Gramond works in communication for a major French corporation. Before writing UN MENSONGE EXPLOSIF, he published two children’s books under the pen name Raymond Grady. "A page-turner from start to finish, a thriller that rings strangely true." Figaro Magazine "When it comes to lies, it's this novel that's explosive, so masterfully does the author mix fact and fiction." Télérama "A caustic pen, much wit, and a hint of cynicism. An author to watch." Marie-Claire "The author clearly knows what he's talking about when it comes to politico-industrial chicanery and high level espionage… He has a real way with the subject." L'Express



Andréi, Frédéric: RICHES A EN MOURIR (RICH ENOUGH TO DIE) (Albin Michel, September 2014,528 pages) !



This novel draws its power from the unusual subject and the complex, well-composed plot that includes gradual revelations and a puzzle that isn’t complete until the very last pages – it will have great appeal for everyone who enjoys detective novels.



!



An atypical whodunit, lush and captivating; a very successful first novel.
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FICTION !



The social and economic terrorism at the heart of the plot is well-developed, based on advanced technologies and international networks that root it firmly in our contemporary reality.



In this ambitious and unusual new detective novel, the 12 million richest people on the planet are the targets of an economic and social terrorist plot. They receive threats saying they must give half of their fortunes to the impoverished or die. Nicholas Dennac, a 50-something former investigative journalist, lives in a hippie community on a boat in the bay of San Francisco. While he’s working on a building project, our hero is questioned by the FBI because of his radical politics in his youth. He finds out that his client died of a heart attack after receiving death threats. Nicholas plunges headfirst into the investigation, and discovers the long list of targets. The 12 million billionaires on the planets are being ordered to hand over part of their fortune to the destitute and to finance improvements to the world’s infrastructures if they want to stay alive. Hundreds of billionaires die, while others accept the conditions. Nicholas and the FBI’s investigation discover that the billionaires are dying of a burst aorta, set off by remote control. Nicholas and his mother and step-father turn out to have complicated pasts, full of lies, and of ties to both the FBI and radical left-wing movements of the 60s and 70s. Nicholas finds the man who developed the project and who explains everything before he is executed. Frédéric Andréi started out as a stage actor, then began writing and directing both feature films and documentaries. His skill as a screenplay writer shows clearly in this first novel, RICHES À EN MOURIR “Un personnage étonnant, une intrigue très maîtrisée dans un univers déjanté : Frédéric Andréi frappe très fort pour son premier thriller.” Midi Libre “Un thriller décapant, haletant, dont le sujet est plus qu’original […] Une intrigue qui nous tient en haleine jusqu’à la toute fin. C’est un livre à découvrir absolument !” Paperblog



Bertolino, Jean: ET JE TE DONNERAI LES TRÉSORS DES TÉNÈBRES (I GIVE YOU THE TREASURES OF DARKNESS) (Calmann-Levy, March 2014, 288 pages) !



A deftly-crafted supernatural thriller blending fact, action and suspense.



1248. A landslide in the Mountains causes the face of Mount Granier to slide into the valley. Thousands are killed, including Jacques-Guillaume Bonnivard, to whom Pope Innocent IV had entrusted the papal treasure during his exile in France. Nearly eight centuries later, a group of four impassioned cavers – three medical students, Joël, Xavier and Alexis, and a student of medieval history, Nadine – have put together an expedition to explore the renowned Granier cave system. They are careful not to reveal the true nature of their expedition, however: to discover the Pope’s gold. The expedition’s chief financial sponsor is the mysterious Russian firm, Geotechnik, represented in France by Didier de la Renardière, an insufferably arrogant businessman with unlimited funds who joins the Granier exploration team, specialists Igor, Basile and Renaud in tow. As the expedition pushes its way deeper and deeper into the underground galleries, little do the explorers suspect they are being watched by a secret society. For centuries, a ruthless enemy has been guarding the Pope’s treasure and, in particular, two priceless relics, the authentic shroud of Christ and the holy chalice. The brotherhood will stop at nothing to prevent the precious artifacts from falling into sacrilegious hands. The adventure quickly turns into a nightmare. Fine reporter, war correspondent and former director of a magazine, Albert Londres Prize in 1967, Jean Bertolino takes us on a thrilling quest that compete esoteric traditions, the power of money and companions looking for an Ideal.



René Manzor: CELUI DONT LE NOM N’EST PLUS (SOMEONE WHOSE NAME DOES NOT EXISTE ANY MORE) (Kero, May 2014, 320 pages N°1 on the FNAC bestseller list for Crime Fiction!! !



The tale is packed with breath-taking suspense, larger-than-life characters and a completely unexpected plot twist at the end.
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THRILLERS !



Halfway between the works of Chattam and Grangé, on the borderline between love and death, this thriller will make its mark on you.



Dawn breaks over London. On a kitchen table lies a man’s body – minus its internal organs. The murderer is an old lady of impeccable standing. How could she have come to kill the man she brought up as her own son? It makes no sense – and yet everything points to her as being guilty. Two days later, the same thing happens again: a man is killed in similar fashion by the person who loves him more than anyone else in the world. And so it goes on, with a new victim every twenty-four hours. All the murders are linked by a common thread: distraught suspects and epitaphs in letters of blood: “May this sacrifice bring peace to the soul of He whose Name is no more”. Amid these inexplicable murders, three destinies become interwoven. McKenna is an Irishman: a policeman, the father of four boys, widowed a year ago and still grief-stricken. Dahlia Rhymes is an American criminologist who specializes in ritual and satanic murders, assigned to fathom out what makes killers tick. Nils Blake is a semi-retired barrister who is willing to return to court to defend these unlikely perpetrators. Three destinies – and three lives irreversibly changed. Born with the storytelling urge, René Manzor originally pursued his passion in cinema. His first two films caught the attention of Hollywood. After working as a scriptwriter and director on major US productions (The Adventures of Young Indiana Jones: Demons of Deception) as well as for French TV, his first novel, LES ÂMES RIVALES (‘Rival souls’), was published in 2012. Rights sold to: France (Pocket), Korea (Chaek-Se-Sang Pub) "Un polar dense. Une intrigue captivante." L'Express "Un thriller à couper le souffle" L'Est républicain "C'est une des réussites de l'année. J'adore ce polar !" Gérard Collard, La Griffe Noire "Un thriller haletant ... dont le lecteur n'oubliera pas le nom" Ouest France



Jacq, Christian: SETNA LE MAGICIEN-TOMBE MAUDIT (SETNA THE MAGICIAN) (Xo Editoins, November 2014, 288 pages) Series in 4 volumes !



The exciting new series by very famous French author Christian Jacq



Setna, Christian Jacq’s new hero, draws us into a genuine Egyptian thriller where treachery, conspiracy and suspense lead the way. Hidden in its cursed tomb, Osiris’ sealed vase, the most precious of treasures that holds the secret of life and death, is deemed inaccessible. A black mage has nonetheless stolen it and plans to use it as a powerful weapon against Ramses the Great and establish the Kingdom of Darkness. Setna, who is none other than Ramses the Great’s youngest son, is a brilliant magician. A scribe with vast knowledge and heir to the teaching of the elders, he is capable of fighting against the forces of evil. These qualities will be more than necessary if he wants to find the famous vase of Osiris and stop the black mage. In order to fulfil his mission Setna will join forces with Sekhet, a young doctor with exceptional gifts who he happens to be madly in love with. These two extraordinary beings will put their lives on the line to preserve the Kingdom of Light. Christian Jacq became a world-wide success with his CHAMPOLLION and RAMSES series. His novels sparked an unprecedented mass-market passion for ancient Egypt that remains active to this day.



Japp, Andréa H.: BARBARIE 2.0 (BARBARY 2.0) (Flammarion, September 2014, 400 pages) !



A breathtaking contemporary thriller.



!



Between power politics and money, this terrifying thriller explores the future excesses of science… Is this sci-fi or reality?



Thomas Delebarre, a retired lawyer, is found fatally stabbed at his villa in the South of France. Yann Lemoulec, an analyst from the French Ministry of Internal Affairs has been assigned by the counterintelligence department (DCRI) to lead an inquiry on a professor whose son had been savagely murdered
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FICTION twelve years earlier by three criminals, who have all died in disturbing circumstances. Incidentally, Thomas Delebarre was also the lawyer for the prosecution at the appeal. Two people about whom nothing is known, Artémis, a French woman and Apollo, a Canadian man, use the Internet to exchange the real statistics on crime as well as transcriptions of conference lectures given by a world-renowned neurobiologist and whistle-blower who periodically warns against the explosion of violence in western societies. However, Yann feels like a manipulated puppet… The DCRI is indifferent to the lawyer’s murder and only interested in the professor. Why? Tracked, stalked and spied on, who can he trust? What is brewing under the surface: a major breakthrough or a delirious scientific project? A leading author in French crime fiction, Andréa H. Japp returns to the contemporary novel with a thriller set in the world of science. The Russian rights for previous titles ares sold to Hemiro/FLC and Eksmo



Thilliez, Franck: ANGOR (ANGOR) (Univers Poche, October 2014, 320 pages) Reader’s report available !



Another fascinating scientific topic : cell memory. Can the memories of a donor be transmitted to the recipient of an organ transplant?



Camille Thibault is a young policewoman whom everybody loves. But everybody is worried since she had a heart transplant and nightmares in which a woman cries for help. The nightmares are so real that would it be possible that they are a memory of the donor? Since she rejects the transplant and knows she is going to die, she has only one obsession: to know who gave her the heart and what horror the donor has gone through. In the meantime, Frank Sharko and Lucie Henebelle are the happy parents of twins. Frank is called to investigate on a kidnapped woman found under a tree. On every lead Franck follows, he discovers that a young policewoman is two steps ahead of him… Crossed investigations move in and out of each other and new characters almost steal the show from Sharko & Henebelle! The Russian rights are under option with Azbooka-Atticus



Rosto: NOIR EST MON DOUBLE (BLACK IS MY DOUBLE) (Place des editeurs/Belfond, October 2014, 264 pages) !



An original, intelligent thriller that is both fast-paced entertainment and horrifying reality.



Magali, a 10-year-old girl, is kidnapped. The police are familiar with her abductor, a serial-killing pedophile. But this time, something is different – Magali’s body is never found. According to Detective Sam Volopian, the suspect is just a distraction used to conceal the identity of the real man behind the kidnapping: Nerva, an Albanian gangster at the head of a powerful crime ring. While Volopian follows the clues leading to Nerva, his rival Alexander, a mysterious secret agent who operates outside the law, is closing in on Nerva as well. Separately and then together, Volopian and Alexander unearth an unimaginable network of trafficking human organs. Rosto is the pseudonym of Philippe Ségur, novelist, professor and human rights specialist.



Delalande, Arnaud: LE PIÈGE DE LOVECRAFT (THE TRAP LOVECRAFT) (Grasset, April 2014, 368 pages) !



Arnaud Delalande returns with a psychological and fantastic contemporary thriller that is also a reflection on the power of art and of books on our imagination.



David is looking to understand the reasons that pushed one of his friends to cause heinous carnage on the campus of Laval, in Quebec. Discovering the books recently borrowed by the crazed student, David finds himself trapped by the cursed books, which include H.P. Lovecraft’s famous Necronomicon… Swept into the novelist’s world, he gradually drifts into madness…
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SCIENCE-FICTION & FANTASY Thus begins a hallucinatory plunge into the search for banned books – a classic literary quest, from Edgar Allan Poe to The Name of the Rose. Arnaud Delalande was born in 1971. A screenwriter and comic book writer (SURCOUF, ALIÉNOR, LE DERNIER CATHARE), he has published several novels with Grasset, including LE PIÈGE DE DANTE (2006), LES FABLES DE SANG (2009) and NOTRE ESPION EN AMÉRIQUE (2013). Rights sold for previous titles: German (Droemer Knaur Verlag, Lubbe Verlag), Portuguese (Brazil: Distribuidora Record; Portugal: Edicoes Asa), Bulgarian (Uniscorp Printing), English (Canada: Penguin Books Canada; United Kingdom: Weidenfeld & Nicolson), Chinese (China: Citic Publishing House; Taiwan: Crown Publishing), Korean (Hwang-Mae Publishers), Croatian (AGM), Spanish (Random House Mondadori Sa), Greek (Harlenic Hellas), Hungarian (Gabo Konyvkiodo), Hebrew (Kinneret Zmora Dvir), Italian (Garzanti Libri Spa), Dutch (De Bezige Bij), Romanian (RAO International), Russian (AST Publishing Group, Hemiro Limited), Serbian (Laguna), Czech (Albatros) “One thing is certain: there is no need to be Lovecraft-ian to appreciate this powerful and intelligent thriller.” Le Figaro Littéraire “The audacious Arnaud Delalande awakens the horrific fictions of the Master of Fantasy… […] (His novel) is a total immersion into the work of this master of horror and the fantastic.” Le Monde des Livres “Playful, clever, well-structured, humorously questioning itself on the power of books. And, to top it all off, this book has the elegance of not taking itself too seriously.” Télérama



Bossi, Luc & Polin, Isabelle: TROUVEE (FOUND) (Fayard, February 2014, 280 pages) !



The suspense is handled well: you can’t help getting sucked into this story with all its plot twists



!



The main character is an appealing young women, who we follow very closely as she tries to unravel her past



!



A successful dual manipulation, of both the character and the reader



A young woman has to confront her own past in order to find the killer who stalks her obsessively. A psychological thriller that never lets up until the last line. Clara, 25, is happily in love with François, a neuropsychologist who is 10 years older than she. When their neighbor is murdered, Clara’s entire life is put into question: François informs her that nothing that she thinks she knows about her past is real, it’s an invention to help her get over a terrible trauma: her father’s murder when she was a teenager and her own four-year-long sequestration by a man who played a sadistic form of hide and seek with her. François is convinced that there’s a connection between the two murders, and he decides to help Clara remember her past so that she can identify the killer. At the same time, Captain Marianne Brunel, the detective who led the investigation years ago, shows up, convinced that Clara is guilty, and is lying about the alleged kidnapper/killer. So begins a difficult period for the young woman, who doesn’t really know who to believe. Doubt is omnipresent, both for Clara and for readers: who is Clara really, and who are the people around her, who she thought she knew? Who should she trust? Her nightmare ends when the kidnapper turns out to be their new neighbor. He does everything to try to manipulate her, including convincing her that François did it. Luckily, despite losing faith in her own conclusions, Marianne manages to save her from yet another sadistic game of hide and seek. While readers may think the plot ends there, the author keeps the suspense going all the way to the last page… leaving readers feeling uneasy. Luc Bossi, scenarist and producer, has also written MANHATTAN FREUD (Albin Michel, Livre de Poche). After having spent 17 years working at a pharmaceutical laboratory, Isabelle Polin decide to devote her time to writing detective stories. TROUVEE, written with Luc Bossi, is her second novel.



SCIENCE-FICTION & FANTASY Woolf, Marah: THE MISTS OF AVALLACH VOLUME 1 (Michel Lafon, October 23, 2014, 300 pages) !
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The self-published phenomenon that has already triumphed in Germany and France!
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FICTION !



More than 200,000 copies sold in Germany.



!



No. 1 on Amazon Kindle for many weeks and in the top 100 for more than a year and a half!



Following in the footsteps of Percy Jackson’s explorations of Greek legend, a trilogy that plunges us into the world of Celtic mythology. When her mother dies, Emma, 17, leaves the United States to join her only remaining family on the Isle of Skye in Scotland. Cut off from the world she knew, she struggles to adapt to her new life. Then she meets the mysterious Calum, who immediately fascinates her. The young man is temperamental and distant, and when she finally makes a connection, the people around them do everything in their power to keep the two teenagers apart. Because Calum is a Shellycoat, one of a race of fabled sea people straight from the pages of Scottish legend. Unpredictable and dangerous, these semi-aquatic beings with their strange powers are determined to remain hidden from the world at any cost. Emma knows she has nothing to fear from Calum, but does not realize that any human who learns of the sea people’s existence must die… After studying history and politics, MARAH WOOLF shot to overnight success in 2011 with her selfpublished first novel, The Saga of the Moon. Two years later, her trilogy is now a German literary classic for young adults. Rights sold: Korea



Gaborit, Mathieu: LES CHRONIQUES DES FÉALS (CHRONICLES OF THE FEALS TRILOGY) (Bragelonne, 2000-2002, 600 pages (complete series) Book 1 HEART OF THE PHOENIX Book 2 THE VENOM Book 3 THE KING OF ASHES Sample chapters available in English. 60,000 copies of the trilogy sold in France! !



Iconic Fantasy creatures, including dragons and phoenixes, in a classic Fantasy tale of magic, high adventure and war.



!



An exceptionally engaging and commercial trilogy from the leading French Fantasy author, adapted into a role-play.



Hidden away in the heart of the Empire of the Claw, The Scarlet Tower is home to a mysterious religious order devoted to the most fabulous of creatures, the phoenixes. There, initiates learn the secrets of the firebird; how to raise them from their ashes, and how to master their powers. Januel is one of these initiates, and he’s both young and exceptionally talented. When the Emperor’s phoenix must be resurrected, Januel is chosen to perform the ritual and, in so doing, seal an alliance between the Empire and their allies against Decay, the domain of the dead. But the ritual goes wrong, the Emperor is killed, and his phoenix finds refuge... in Januel’s heart. Forced to flee, the young phoenixer embarks on a long and dangerous journey to prove his innocence and fight Decay – if he can find a way to control the phoenix in his heart... Mathieu Gaborit was born in 1972. He is a famous French Fantasy writer and is still one of its bestsellersbest sellers. Rights sold in Germany (Blanvalet, reverted) & Russia (Azbooka, reverted). “A mythos creator and a skilled storyteller, Gaborit introduces us to a fascinating universe and enriches it with his fertile imagination” Lanfeust Magazine



Plichota, Anne & Wolf, Cendrine: TUGDUAL (TUGDUAL) Volume 1: THE BLACK HEARTS (Editions XO, October 23, 2014 , 416 pages) Fantasy series in 3 volumes Partial English Translation available !



The new series by The auThors of Oksa Pallock almosT 400,000 copies sold!
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SCIENCE-FICTION & FANTASY !



The worse thing that could happen to them is to fall in love.



Three teenagers, Tugdual, Mortimer and Zoe, find refuge in Serendipity, a small town in the southern United States. Secreivet, romantic, passionate about music… they try to live a normal life. But it is not always so easy. Firstly because they have secret powers that they must hide at all costs. But also because a terrible curse is haunting them. They exert an irresistible attraction on others. A fatal attraction, as they cannot help but suck the last breath out of those who love them. To their great dismay. While Abakoum, who pretends to be their grandfather, works to find an antidote – he has already been able to limit the curse to the nighttime – the three teenagers secretly fight in against their demons. In spite of their caution, they will soon discover that someone has nevertheless discovered their secret. They don’t know who it is, nor if he or she is friend or foe. In Serendipity, life may not be as calm and normal as it seems…. After the great success of the Oksa Pollock series, Anne Plichota and Cendrine Wolf have begun a new series full of romantic, dark and fascinating characters. Anne Plichota: 46 years old, she lives in Strasbourg with her daughter. After studying the Chinese language and culture, she spent some time in Korea and worked in China. She has had several jobs: Chinese teacher, nurse’s aide, public letter writer and librarian. She enjoys working; English and American literature; Gothic literature; listening to people and hearing about their stories.



Laurent Genefort: LES VAISSEAUX D’OMALE (VESSELS OF OMALE) (Denoel, March 2014, 400 pages) !



The long-awaited fourth episode of the Omale Series is finally available.



Omale is a hollow and spherical world, about the size of a solar system. Mankind, which was brought there a long time ago by the mysterious Vangks, share this universe with two other intelligent species: the Chiles and the Hodgqins. After sixteen centuries of warfare, the three have made peace. These peaceful times are disturbed by the Aezirs, another species living inside Omale’s core, who urge the peoples living on the surface to embark on a long and perilous space journey that could ultimately reveal some of the secrets of the captive moons. Only the Hodgqins seem capable of such an undertaking. But Ipis, a human woman, also wants to be part of it. With a group of scientists in her trails, she ventures into the land of the Hodgqins in an attempt to prove that Humankind is worthy of partaking into this crucial cosmic endeavour. Laurent Genefort was born in 1968, and is the author of over forty novels. THE OMALE CYCLE stands as his masterwork. This epic space saga stands the comparison with Jack Vance at his best.



Suhner, Laurence: QUANTIKA Cycle (L’Atalanta, 2012-2013) Volume 1: VESTIGES, April 2012, 576 pages. Volume 2: L’OUVREUR DES CHEMINS, October 2013, 464 pages !



A text that will appeal both to fans of hard sci-fi and to those who enjoy mystical worlds.



!



An interesting take on Hindu traditions.



!



Both volumes alternate action-packed scenes with more intimate or philosophical ones without losing their rhythm.



!



A masterful analysis of the difficulties inherent in communicating with extraterrestrial cultures.



In pure hard-sci-fi-saga style, VESTIGES and L’OUVREUR DES CHEMINS blast us off to Gemma, a terra-formed glacial planet, with Ambre Pasquier. Having left Earth with the Archéa mission, supposedly for the sake of scientific exploration, Ambre will have to meet a lot of challenges head on before she winds up, along with several of her fellow explorers, drawn into a vessel-world called the Great Arch, which is orbiting Gemma. Through the personal quest of this exo-biologist, who is guided by mysterious voices in VESTIGES, then saved by an extra-terrestrial who opens the doors to her past for her in L’OUVREUR DES CHEMINS, Laurence Stuhner brings a modern feel to a genre that is often somewhat formulaic. The Hindu mysticism that is



72



Contact: Mrs Anastasia Lester ; Email:[email protected]



FICTION the key to the main character’s personality takes the plot beyond commonplace politico-economic conflicts to achieve a philosophical dimension. With scientific writing worthy of Kim Stanley ROBINSON or Ben BOVA, the first two volumes of the QUANTIKA trilogy offer a uniquely personal style that Frank HERBERT would surely have approved of. Skilfully alternating high-octane action scenes and more intimate passages, the suspense never lets up. A long-term fan of both science fiction and physics, Laurence Suhner first comic book was published when she was still a teenager. From there she moved on to short stories, including TIMHKÂ, published in 2009 by the prestigious sci-fi magazine Galaxies. Suhner has followed up on the 2013 Bob Morane and Futuriales Prizes for VESTIGES with L’OUVEUR DES CHEMINS, while her fans clamour for the final volume of the saga.



Brissot, Camille: LE DRESSEUR DE FANTÔMES (THE DRESSEUR OF GHOSTS) (L’Atalante, April 2014, 192 pages) !



A quest for vengeance and an adventure



!



Travel from the Caribbean to the dark back streets of Edinburgh, passing through the Great Plains of America.



The world had been redrawn by a series of climatic catastrophes, marine currents and changing winds, and there was no electricity at all in many areas, returning peace to the sky and emptying the floating cities. Once the old maps had become obsolete, adventurers could sally forth again… For years Théophras Werenfeld and Valentine have travelled the world employed by rich people to look for treasure and hidden wonders; until the day Valentine is poisoned by the mysterious Collector, her best client. Reduced to the state of a ghost she becomes invisible to everyone… except Theophras. Helped by Captain Peck, the owner of the biggest paddle steamer in the world, and by the celebrated AeroCircus troupe, a disparate flotilla of balloons and flying machines, the two lovers set off in pursuit of Valentine’s murderer. Why would the Collector have eliminated one of his best employees? And who is he really? Camille Brissot was born in 1988. In print for the first time after a short story competition, she was still at school when her first novel, LES HÉRITIERS DE MANTEFAULE was published in 2005.Her published novels so far: SOUS UNE PLUIE D’ÉTOILES (2010), LE CŒUR À L’OUEST (2008).



Colin, Fabrice: ARCADIA (Bragelonne, February 2014, 325 pages) !



Winner of the Ozone Award (best Fantasy novel by a French-language author)



!



An ambitious depiction of Victorian society in a similar vein to Tim Powers, where one encounters legendary painters, poets and writers.



!



A fantastic parallel world with a blend of references from Jack the Ripper to Alice in Wonderland, reminiscent of Philip Pullman.



!



A major award-winning French author in the steampunk and fantasy genres, offering a richly detailed universe and an original, carefully crafted style.



London, 1872. In the world of Arcadia, reality takes on the colours of dreams: an idyllic kingdom, bathed in the magic of faerie, where ministers are poets and artists are kings, where the future is taboo and death an unlikely prospect. One day, however, strange omens disturb the peacefulness of Arcadia’s magnificent capital. Blue-tinged nights, a ghostly vessel… The painter Rossetti and his friends feel themselves mysteriously drawn. One hundred and forty years later, in a post-apocalyptic Paris submerged beneath the waters, four young lovers of Victorian art hear the same call, and prepare to tear open the veil that separates the two worlds. To the sound of Excalibur’s song, and to save Arcadia’s queen, a handful of artists take on the role of knights… Fabrice Colin, born in 1972, has written forty novels, including Fantasy, mainstream and young adult titles. Successful and critically acclaimed, he is a multi-award winning author of the Grand Prix de L’imaginaire (thrice), the Prix des Incorruptibles, the Prix Bob Morane and the Prix Ozone.
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SCIENCE-FICTION & FANTASY “An eclectic, genre-breaking author gifted with an enthralling writing talent.” France Inter “Fabrice Colin is a master of French Fantasy. He is a spellbinding storyteller and his novels generate a delightful feeling of wonder.” Le Monde



Biefnot, Véronique: LA OU LA LUMIERE SE POSE (WHERE THE LIGHT ARISES) (Heloise d’Ormesson, April 2014, 320 pages) !



A tale in which the sordid rubs shoulders with suspense, mystery and fantasy, it will appeal to fans of noir fiction



!



The author manages to turn the story of one woman’s efforts to rebuild herself after a painful childhood into something hopeful and poetic



!



The appealing characters make you want to read the earlier volumes



The final volume in a trilogy about the life of Naëlle, a young woman with a painful past who is trying to make peace with her ghosts. The key points in this gripping quest are the importance of dreams, the power of intuition and above all, of love. At age 8, Naëlle was rescued from the cellar of her home, where her father had been keeping her, her mother and her sister prisoner. That sordid treatment made her stronger, but she lost touch with her sister, Evelyne. Believing that something needs to be resolved in order for her to be at peace with herself, Naëlle decides to try to find Evelyne. She eventually tracks her down in a community that her boyfriend, Simon, says is a sect, but where Naëlle feels at home. Lili, a little girl who lives there, too, takes to Naëlle immediately, and she decides to spend a week living with the community. This novel describes Naëlle’s effort to find and rebuild her own identity. It is also about the importance of dreams and intuition in Naëlle’s life. The young woman will finally chase the ghosts from her life when she realizes that her father – who managed to escape before the police rescued her as a child, founded the community. She will in turn help to save the members of the community allowing her to make peace with her past. She will even wind up adopting the little girl, Lili. Véronique Biefnot lives in Belgium. Her professional career is multi-facetted. While the theatre takes up most of it, the cinema, writing, television (she is a presenter on RTBF), painting, dubbing and directing all have their place. Véronique has an eclectic range of tricks up her sleeve.



Houssin. Joël: LOCO (Ring, September 2013, 224 pages) !



This new novel by Joël Houssin, the “French Stephen King,” is actually an adaptation of his very first novel. It combines teenage rage with the literary maturity of a 55-year-old writer.



!



A stunning nuclear novel that drags humanity into demented, grandiose horror.



!



A dazzling writing style and disturbing narration that contribute to the amoral plot that is neither pessimistic nor optimistic, just self-destructive.



Joël Houssin, the author of the famous DOBERMANN crime series, serves up a violent and hard-hitting new novel set in the near future and describing how mankind is wiped out in a bloody apocalypse. After a global nuclear-chemical catastrophe that ravaged the Earth, the survivors are divided into two groups: those whom radiation has turned into mutants, and the self-proclaimed Healthy, who have withdrawn into fortified cities. The Survivors have their health and their obsession with both purity and weaponry; the Contaminated have drugs, monstrosities and sex. Each of the two worlds is trying to wipe the other one out. Readers will discover this horrifying world through the eyes of different characters – for rarely more than a chapter each, because a cruel and violent death awaits them all. Inside the city, we meet the TV-show host Kiss Apok, a laughable and detestable person who wants to interview a fetus on his show. According to a prophecy, the fetus will be mankind’s savior. Outside, there is Malcolm, a charismatic mutant leader who is organizing the Contaminated clans’ attack. Joël Houssin takes the idea of apocalypse to its extreme, offering a stunningly surprising epilogue over a backdrop of extinction, mutation and para-psychic powers. A dark, immoral, bloody, hard-hitting and almost demented book.
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FICTION Joël Houssin, christened “the French Stephen King” by the American press, writes both crime fiction and science fiction. His first novel was published when he was 17. Before the success of his DOBERMANN series, he was a professional gambler and bred Scandinavian dogs. The series sold over a million copies in the 1980s and was made into a film by Jan Kounen. Houssin then switched to screenplay-writing, so this is his first book since 1990. “Houssin écrit superbement et n’a pas son pareil pour faire exploser les corps en mille morceaux dans un style efficace et presque poétique. (...) Avec ce roman de guérilla urbaine et de science-fiction apocalyptique, Houssin réussit un retour remarqué.” Fluctuat “L'écrivain majeur de la science-fiction et du polar français, Joël Houssin, signe son retour sous le label des éditions Ring, à l'occasion de la sortie de Loco. Salué par la presse américaine comme notre Stephen King national, le créateur du DobermanN revient avec une mordante fresque d'anticipation apocalyptique, réécriture de son premier roman Locomotive Rictus.” ActuaLitté “Rien n'est blanc ou gris chez Joël Houssin.... tout est noir. Après avoir écarquillé les yeux à la lecture des premières pages, on s'attend au pire sans cesser d'être surpris, fasciné, écœuré, sidéré... Loco, roman d'anticipation, thriller, critique sociale, représente une bombe littéraire inoubliable.” Les Numériques
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