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FICTION



FICTION BEST-SELLERS 2015 Gounelle, Laurent: LE JOUR OU J’AI APPRIS A VIVRE (THE DAY I LEARNED TO LIVE) (Kero, October 2014, 288 pages) Impressive 1st print run of 200 000 copies ! Pocket rights sold in France (Pocket) ! !



A lively style and lots of dialogue make the book an easy read.



!



Once again, Laurent Gounelle manages to get readers to take a good look at modern lifestyles and society: are we really happy?



!



A strong message that reverberates long after you close the book.



When a fortune-teller predicts that Jonathan, a young insurance agent in San Francisco, is going to die before the year is up, Jonathan takes a good hard look at the life he’s been living, and decides to take full advantage of the time he has left. First he gets back to nature, staying with his Aunt Margie out in the country. Together, they try to get back in touch with deeper values: being aware of the present, finding a better existence within oneself. Back in San Francisco, he decides to live in harmony with the people around him and to improve their lives with small kindnesses. When he finds out that the gypsy woman’s prediction was a hoax – and had in fact been organized by his Aunt Margie, he’s grateful: she has helped him to find himself, and to finally be happy. A radiant and joyful new novel by bestselling author Laurent Gounelle that invites us all to take a good look at our own lives and shows how we can be the architects of our own happiness. Laurent Gounelle was a human-resources consultant for 15 years. His novels reflect his interest in philosophy, psychology and personal development. LE JOUR OU J’AI APPRIS A VIVRE is his fourth book, after the success of L’HOMME QUI VOULAIT ETRE HEUREUX exceeded the million of copies sold in France and was translated into 28 languages!).



Grand, Emmanuel: TERMINUS BELZ (Liana Levi, January 2014, 368 pages) 20 000 copie sold in France English sample available ! TERMINUS BELZ has entered the French bestsellers’ list. Longlisted for the Prix du Polar Européen, the Prix Landernau Policier Shortlisted for the Prix des Maisons de la Presse and the 2014 Prix Polar Michel Lebrun ! In the Top 10 for Best Thriller of the Year (LIRE Magazine) !



Listed for Prices: Prix of european detectif Le Point, Deuxième liste du Prix des Maisons de la presse, Prix Landernau policier



!



An unsettling tale in a magnificent and menacing natural setting that is the only true master of sailors and other men’s fates.



!



Human folly and superstition, as well as small-town gossip, make for a threatening atmosphere.



!



The plot weaves social commentary in with themes like illegal immigration and sailors’ difficult working conditions.



Marko, an illegal alien with the Rumanian mafia on his trail, is hiding out on the island of Belz, in Brittany, where he works on a fishing boat. He is confronted with a world steeped in superstition. A thriller with a threatening atmosphere and relentless suspense.
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BEST-SELLERS 2015 Marko has decided to leave Ukraine for France, illegally. But the trip doesn’t go as planned: the two guides rape the young woman who is traveling with them. Three men step in, take their money, and slip away. With the Rumanian mafia on their trail, they part ways. Marko heads west, eventually finding a job on a fishing boat on a small island called Belz. What seemed like a perfect situation quickly turns into a nightmare: everybody on the island knows everybody else, fishermen live in miserable conditions, and there’s not enough work to go around. When a man is viciously murdered, the police lock the island down in order to interrogate everyone. But if they interrogate Marko, they’ll find out that he’s an illegal alien, and he’ll be deported. Once he has hidden from the police, he has to continue to lay low. Other strange events ensue, and fishermen’s superstitions crop up. Marko feels trapped between the demons of his own past, a threatening community, the police manhunt and the Rumanian mafia. Masks finally fall, and having faced down both his fear of the sea and of death, Marko is welcomed into the community. In this masterful tale, Emmanuel Grand’s Marko is captive to a hopeless situation and a police investigation on an island whose closets are filled with skeletons, where the madness and supernatural events evoke David Lynch’s Twin Peaks. Born in 1966, Emmanuel Grand spent his childhood on the Atlantic coast. TERMINUS BELZ is his first novel. Rights sold to: Germany (AufBau), Spain (Salamandra), French Pocket rights sold (Seuil) "At times a sobering thriller, at others an inspired social novel, Terminus Belz deploys its beautiful architecture and musical style right to the last page." Télérama "The thriller revelation of the new season." RTL "Grand strings us along right to the last sentence." Métro "A first thriller that speaks of resilience, of masculine fraternity, and of insularity." Psychologies "Cursed be the reader who misses this diabolical book." Paris Match "Right from the start of play, he proves he's got the soul of a storyteller. A detour to Belz is a must." Livres Hebdo "A 'devilishly' disturbing road movie punctuated with murders and peopled with feisty yet profoundly humane characters." Actualité "A windswept island is the harrowing no-exit setting for this first novel that combines Stephen King and Simenon." Télé Z



Levy, Justine: LA GAIETE (BEING CHEERFUL) (Stock, Novel January 2015 216 pages) 78 000 copies sold in France! !



That is the powerful, universal subject of this real-life-novel, a subject of downfall and hope that we all know: about how children are central to your lives.



“It was when I became pregnant that I decided to stop being sad once and for all, and by whatever means I could.” Louise, the narrator of Justine Lévy’s eagerly awaited new book, has all the doubts, anxieties, fretfulness, melancholy, cold sweats and violent fears that she had in the author’s previous novels. She stumbles through life, feeling blue in her soul and black in her heart, relying on “mumanddad” for support, tripping over and picking herself up. Sadness clings to her and drags her down. Until the day when... Louise, the daughter of a tragically damaged mother and an over-loved father, finds she is carrying her husband Pablo’s baby. How to love our children? Too much, not enough, too hard, too intensely? And what should we pass on to them? It is also only now that this young adult herself still immersed in childhood becomes a mother. Through smiles, regrets, tears, irritations, the tiny setbacks of everyday life, as well as family secrets and a Cinderellastyle stepmother who looms up from the past, Louise tames this life of hers as if it were a gentle caress. Justine Lévy is the author of RENDEZ-VOUS (Plon, 1995) and MAUVAISE FILLE (Stock, 2009) and RIEN DE GRAVE (Stock, 2004), translated into 17 languages.
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FICTION Rights under option in China, Germany, Italy, Korea, the Netherlands, Poland, Romania, Sweden, Taiwan and Turkey “Evil is not contagious, Justine Lévy demonstrates it splendidly” L’Express



Leroy, Gilles: LE MONDE SELON BILLY BOY (THE WORLD ACCORDING TO BILLY BOY) (Mercure de France, January 2015, 252 pages) 10 000 copies sold in France !



A moving novel in the intimistic vein of the author's previous novels.



!



An immersion into post WWII Paris and the Montparnasse neighbourhood, with its teeming and exciting artistic milieu.



The result of a teenage passion, Billy Boy is the love child of a seductive and strong-willed mother and an amorous and gambling father; in this family novel, Gilles Leroy draws the moving portraits of his own parents. At the very end of the 1950’s, Eliane is twenty years old when she gets pregnant. Andre, the father to be, is only seventeen years old and his parents are opposed to a marriage. Eliane is afraid. Andre has disappeared, her own mother has disowned her: the word has abandoned her. Where could she find the courage to bear and raise this child all by herself? Gilles Leroy renews here with the intimist vein of his work – in line with MACHINES À SOUS and GRANDIR. For Eliane and Andre are his own parents. In this family novel, he draws moving portraits of a seductive and strong-willed mother, of an amorous and gambling father, both adored and intricate.With an infinite tenderness, trying to figure their life before him and what it could have been without him, he also attempts to know where he comes from, picturing an implicit self-portrait. Gilles Leroy is the author of L’AMANT RUSSE, ALABAMA SONG (prix Goncourt 2007, translated into 29 languages), ZOLA JACKSON, DORMIR AVEC CEUX QU’ON AIME and NINA SIMONE. Rights under Option in : The Netherlands (COSSEE), Germany (Kein und Aber), Italy (Baldini), Romania (Pro Editura), Greece (Metaichmio), Croatia (Filolosko), Czech Republic (Euromedia Odeon), Poland (Czytelnik), Russia (Amphora), Serbia (Paideia), Hungary (Szo), Spain (RBA/Edicions 1984), Israel (Kinneret), Turkey (Valid), Japan (Chuokoron), Macedonia (Prosvetno), Bulgaria (Lege Artis), Brazil (Editora Record), Slovenia (Piano), Egypt (GEBO), Lithuania (Tyto Alba), Portugal (Esfera do Caos), Slovakia (Ikar), China (Chasse Litte), Latvia (SIA JLV), Vietnam (Nha Nam).



Menegoz, Mathias: KARPATHIA (Editions POL, August 2014, 695 pages) Longlisted for the 2014 Prix Goncourt ! Longlisted for the 2014 Prix Wepler! 40 000 copies sold in France ! !



Alexander Korvanyi’s character doesn’t realize that he’s out of step with history – even though it is on the march by the early 19th century. He believes in his feudal rights, and will defend them – to death if need be.



!



Avoiding clichés, the author explores the idea of noblesse – of spirit, of action and of internalized values.



!



The adventure is based on conflicts between the land-owners, the Korvanyi, and the Vlachs, but the novel avoids clichés and each character is an individual: both good and evil are within reach of anyone – powerful or poor – and Menegoz brings his characters to life without judging them. The author explores the idea of noblesse through the character's spirit, actions and values.



1833: Alexander Korvanyi, a young Hungarian Army captain, marries Cara, an Austrian noblewoman. The young couple goes to Transylvania, to live on his ancestors’ domain. There they will find a complex and explosive mosaic of ethnicities (Magyar, Saxon and Vlachs), languages (Hungarian, German and Romanian), religions and jurisdictions. Crisis follows upon crisis, and each confrontation reveals the ambitions and personalities of the characters – from nobles to serfs, peasants, servants and bandits – who are all walking a tightrope between power-seeking and crime. Mathias Menegoz was born in France in 1968, of a Normand father and a Danube Swabian mother. After pursuing scientific study in Paris all the way to a Ph.D. in neuro-bio-chemistry, he abandoned science to
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BEST-SELLERS 2015 devote himself to writing. In Budapest, where he was spending time with the Swabian side of his family, he became interested in the Mitteleuropa communities that coexisted in the shadow of great empires. That gave him the material for his first novel, KARPATHIA. Rights sold to: the Netherlands (Meridiaan), Germany (Frankfurter Verlagsanstalt) “Karpathia is a historical novel, in Dumas’ or Tolstoi’s style, with a plethora of characters, cavalcades and great battle scenes. […] One comes out of it with the persistent feeling of an outstanding book dealing with something tremendously current. […] A great first novel.” Le Nouvel Observateur “The extent of the adventures and Mathias Menegoz’ perfect language are a true pleasure. An absolute crush!” Ouest France “A debut with an epic inspiration and with the novelistic strength and power of the great Russian novels.” Marie France “A novel in which Jules Verne flirts with Joseph Roth.“ L’Humanité “Karpathia is a historical novel, in Dumas’ or Tolstoi’s style, with a plethora of characters, cavalcades and great battle scenes. […] One comes out of it with the persistent feeling of an outstanding book dealing with something tremendously current. […] A great first novel.” Le Nouvel Observateur “The extent of the adventures and Mathias Menegoz’ perfect language are a true pleasure. An absolute crush!” Ouest France “A debut with an epic inspiration and with the novelistic strength and power of the great Russian novels.” Marie France “A novel in which Jules Verne flirts with Joseph Roth.” L’Humanité “La richesse des descriptions, la profondeur psychologique des principaux personnages, le goût pour le suspense et le récit d'aventures, autant d'ingrédients pour un premier roman convaincant, qui ne néglige en rien la complexité historique et géographique qu'impliqué le sujet choisi par l'auteur.” La Quinzaine Littéraire



Quinn, Alice: UN PALACE EN ENFER (A FIVE-STAR HOTEL IN HELL) (Michel Lafon, January 2015, 304 pages) English translation available! !



A huge self-published success: more than 20,000 copies sold on-line in 2013!!



!



An Erin Brockovich-like single mom who saves her best friend and sends mafia thugs to jail, and still manages to make dinner for five kids!



!



A side-splitting novel written in a bold and sassy style.



For her first novel, Alice Quinn delivers a hilariously wacky comedy. A cross between social commentary and a detective novel featuring a tenacious and resourceful young woman who, in order to save her best friend and her son, will have to escape from two brawny but dumb Russian thugs, blackmail the corrupt mayor of her town and flirt with a young policeman so he’ll help with her investigation. A comic gem! Rosie is a 25-year-old high-school dropout who lives in a trailer on a vacant lot with her two daughters – by different fathers – plus a third little girl she has taken in. Her life – made up of money problems and outbursts of anger and of laughter – takes a sudden and dramatic turn when one of the girls finds a huge stash of cash in a garbage can at McDonald’s. And that’s how Rosie gets mixed up with the Mafia and a corruption scandal involving the mayor and the police of her town. And when her best friend disappears, it’s not just three, but first four and then five young children who are tagging along as she tries to investigate! But thanks to her indomitable character and her fast-talking children), Rosie overcomes evil, earns respect from everyone and even manages to improve her lot in life. With this first novel, Alice Quinn introduces us to her iconic character, Rosie Maldonne, an independent, sexy and loud-mouthed young woman who will be showing up in other irresistibly funny, off-beat and up-beat investigations. Like her heroine, Alice Quinn has lived in a trailer with lots of cats and kids. She knows all about having to be resourceful and getting by with odd jobs. She has been writing for a long time under other names... Rights sold: the USA (Amazon Crossing) and pre-empted by Spain (Grijalbo)!! Offer from Croatia!
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FICTION Rolin, Jean: LES ÉVÉNEMENTS (THE EVENTS) (P.O.L, January 2015, 208 pages) 17 000 copies sold in France !



A new approach to civil war and survival, a precise description of the consequences of whole swaths of land being transformed by mass destruction



!



A pragmatic hero whose only concern is survival.



!



A theme that forces us to think about today’ society, and the world around us.



The French system has collapsed, terror and shortages reign. War has arrived! The description of a ‘normal’ country that suddenly finds itself confronted with violence, destruction and shortages… without historical or political prospective. As various ideological groups – some religious, others political – struggle for power in a devastated France, our narrator just wants to get away, in order to survive. Heading out of Paris to deliver medical supplies to Brennecke, a former friend of his who is now the head of a small army of ambitious resistance fighters, he runs into Virginia, whom he was in love with long ago. She reveals that 16 years ago she had a son – by him or by Brennecke, and she wants to find him. And so they flee together in the narrator’s Toyota, but a militia soon captures Virginia because of her connection to Brennecke. So the narrator has to try to find the son on his own – a seemingly impossible mission. Victoria pops up again in Marseille, but now she says that the son doesn’t exist: she made the story up so that he would take her with him. She refuses to tell him how she got away from her captors or the source of the suitcase full of money she’s got. The narrator’s not sure he trusts her any more, but he still joins her on a convoy heading for the Balearic Islands… and away from France for good. Jean Rolin serves up a tale of a ruined society where neither France’s army nor its government was able to stave off the horror. There is not a word about the how or the why – the only thing that matters now is survival. Jean Rolin is a writer and a reporter for daily papers like Libération and Le Figaro. His many published works include: LA LIGNE DU FRONT (1988 Albert Londres Prize), ZONES, L’ORGANISATION (1996 Médicis Prize), LA CLÔTURE, CHRÉTIENS and L’EXPLOSION DE LA DURITE. His novel ORMUZ won the 2013 Prix de la Langue Française. “Sur un ton passant volontiers de l’humour à l’effroi, l’auteur excelle.” Lire “Un épatant exemple de reportage-fiction.” Le Monde Des Livres “ Oui, LES EVENEMENTS est le roman le plus drôle et le plus tragique de la rentrée. Grâce à Jean Rolin, ah Dieu, que la guerre civile est jolie.” L’Express “ La langue inimitable de Jean Rolin, le sens du détail poussé jusqu’à l’exhaustif, de l’observation jusqu’à la loupe, de l’autodérision contagieuse, et de ces phrases de chat funanmbule qui retombe toujours sur nos pattes.” Le Magazine Littéraire “Ça carbure à la loufoquerie pince-sans-rire. Ça avance en dérapages doucement incontrôlés sur les phrases à malice de l’écrivain, avec leur façon unique de s’embourber délibérément dans leur hyper précision maniaque.” Transfuge



d'Epenoux, François: LE REVEIL DU COEUR (THE RISE OF HEART) (Editions Anne Carrière January 2014, 256 pages) 20 000 copies old in France !



An affectionate and nostalgic novel that is less about the generation gap than about the change of eras.



!



Touching and authentic male characters whose lifestyles and belief systems are called into question by the arrival of a child.



!



Delightful dialogues with a scathing sense of humour.



!



François d'Epenoux has written a touching and truthful novel, tinged with nostalgia, that queries what it means to be a man and a father in a modern world in which ancestral identities have been swept away.



At age 30, Jean is the stereotypical Parisian hipster. He works for a PR firm that he hates, has been dating the same woman for the last three years without the slightest intention of getting married, reads the paper, goes out to eat, and feels like he’s treading water.
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BEST-SELLERS 2015 His father, the Grand-Pariah, hasn’t read a newspaper since 1968. He lives in a house where time stopped when everything was simpler – when men were men and women were women and everybody knew what that meant. But the unintended birth of Malo upsets everything. The son becomes a father, and feels like a man for the first time. The old man has to make room in his heart for this unexpected grandchild. He gets caught up with introducing Malo to nature, opening his eyes to what children don’t notice any more: animals, plants, the seasons and more. The little boy, in turn, opens his grandfather’s mind to the world’s evolution. François d’Epenoux, 46, writes both novels and screenplays. His novel DEUX JOURS A TUER, 2001) was adapted for the screen by Jean Becker (one million tickets sold!). "À l'humour caustique succède une écriture empreinte de tendresse. Et aux séparations ou oppositions des premières pages, une véritable rencontre." Paris Match "Les détours et les surprises de cette tendre complicité entre le vieil homme et l'enfant sont au fil des pages drôles, insolites et touchants." Télé Z



Le Corre, Hervé: APRÈS LA GUERRE (AFTER WAR) (Rivages, March 2014, 520 pages) Winner of the Prix « Le Point » du Polar Européen 2014 ! Shortlisted for the 2014 Prix Polar Michel Lebrun ! 30,000 copies sold !! !



Bordeaux, 1950. World War II is still vivid in everyone’s memories, yet a new conflict has already broken out: the Algerian War. Daniel knows that he too, will have to go.



!



The loss of loved ones, childhood violence, social injustice and solitude are craftly evoked by Hervé Le Corre in an intimate and overwhelming manner.



!



With his work’s beauty and precise style, he follows in the footsteps of Robin Cook.



An orphan who lost his parents in the camps, Daniel, now a mechanic, spends most evenings at the movies. One day, a stranger comes to the garage to get his motorcycle repaired. He seems to cast a shadow that poisons the atmosphere even after he’s gone. The man didn’t go there by chance. A series of violent incidents takes place. A high-school girl is mugged by someone who threatens her. She is the daughter of Albert Darlac, a police commissionaire who had had no qualms about arresting Jews during the Occupation, and who now rules the city with an iron hand. A short time later, the bar that is Darlac’s unofficial headquarters gets blown up. He gets drawn into a spiral of violence just as Daniel ships out to Algeria... After several novels in the Série Noire, Hervé Le Corre’s acclaimed L’HOMME AUX LEVRES DE SAPHIR – a hit with critics and readers alike with more than 42, 000 copies sold – won the Mystère de la Critique Prize. His next novel, LES CŒURS DECHIQUETES, won him the Mystère Prize yet again, as well as the Grand Prix de Littérature policière. Rights sold to: UK (MacLehose Press), Italy (E/O Edizioni) “Composé en virtuose, son roman joue de deux registres de langue, l’argot savoureux des bistrots et des mauvais garçons (…) et une prose limpide, sèche et sensible, qui vous transperce d’émotion. Superbe.” Télérama “C’est un roman d’une noirceur désespérante, agité par des salauds flamboyants, avec des fusillades, des embuscades, des dialogues qui fusent sous une plume magistrale.” Julie Malaure, Le Point “APRÈS LA GUERRE est un livre plein et entier. Qui dit les parcours chaotiques, les compromissions des uns face au pouvoir et les révoltes des autres devant l’injustice. Le monde défait les hommes, mais les hommes font le monde. Un paradoxe aux allures métaphysiques que Le Corre ancre dans le quotidien de chacun. C’est banal. C’est extraordinaire.” Eric Libiot, L’Express
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FICTION HIGHLIGHT SPRING 2015 Delaflotte Mehdevi, Anne: LE PORTEFEUILLE ROUGE (THE RED PORTFOLIO) (Gaïa, May 2015, 288 pages) !



The theatre makes cameo appearances in the book, through quotes, situations, actors and characters



!



An endearing group of friends and shopkeepers who care deeply about artisans and their craft



!



The fictitious story of the astounding discovery of documents hand-written by Shakespeare. So little is actually known about his life that his handwriting – and even his very existence – are the subject of endless scholarly debate.



After LA RELIEUSE DU GUÉ (The Bookbinder by the Ford), here is the latest adventure of Anne Delaflotte Medhevi’s character Mathilde Berger, a young bookbinder in the town of Montlaudun. Readers will enjoy catching up with the young woman as she finds herself drawn into a fascinating plot: discovering a mysterious diary written by Shakespeare’s brother. One ordinary day, Mathilde Berger is hard at work in her studio when a prestigious visitor bursts in on her unexpectedly: the famous bookbinder-gilder Astride Malinger. Both frightening and fascinating, Astride has a tempting offer for Mathilde: she wants the younger woman’s help in restoring an original copy of Shakespeare’s First Folio, one of the rarest of rare books. When Mathilde accepts the offer, she doesn’t know how much trouble it will cause, or that it will lead to the discovery of a lifetime: Astride has invested her entire fortune in an ordinary-looking diary inside a red portfolio. The book is actually the diary of one of Shakespeare’s little brothers, and it contains the playwright’s own writing. Anne Delaflotte’s masterfully written plot has two main strands: our heroine, Mathilde, not only gets caught up in gripping research into a hitherto unknown manuscript, but also gradually comes to grasp the true past and personality of her colleague and competitor, who is actually a dangerous murderer. Having studied diplomacy and international law, Anne Delaflotte Medhevi is now a bookbinder and a writer. Her previous books: LA RELIEUSE DU GUÉ (Gaïa, 2008), FUGUE (Gaïa, 2010) and SANDERLING (Gaïa, 2013). LE PORTEFEUILLE ROUGE is her fourth novel.



Siguret, Catherine: LE MOUTON DE LA PLACE DES VOSGES (THE SHEEP ON PLACE DES VOSGES) (Albin Michel, January 2015, 272 pages) !



The hilarious and endearing tale of a young woman who’s crazy about sheep; the offbeat aspect is reminiscent of Haruki Murakami’s A WILD SHEEP CHASE.



!



Paris and a rogue’s gallery of colorful characters



!



An unlikely and eccentric main character who wouldn’t be out of place in Andrey Kurkov’s DEATH AND THE PENGUIN.



Catherine Siguret is back with a hilariously offbeat novel about Alice, a rich young Parisian who has to choose between a man and a sheep! Alice lives in an 8-unit condo on Paris’s ultra-exclusive Place des Vosges. She has a secret crush on a man she doesn’t even know, who lives across the way – but her deepest feelings are for sheep, an animal she finds nobler than humans. One day she decides to adopt one as a pet – causing outrage amongst her neighbors. But Alice is determined to follow her desire, which takes her all the way to Corsica, where she can live out her dream. A drolly charming novel about making choices and being determined – and about the complexities of condo life and human relationships, too, that it reminiscent of Muriel Barbery’s beloved THE ELEGANCE OF THE HEDEGEHOG. Catherine Siguret has written over 50 books. She works for the printed press, and collaborates occasionally for radio and television.
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HIGHLIGHT SPRING 2015 De Rosnay, Tatiana: MANDERLEY FOR EVER (Albin Michel / Héloïse d’Ormesson, March 2015, 464 pages) Sales in France : already 60,000 copies in less than one month!! !



Fascinating and careful research that (re)introduces readers to a captivating body of work and a portrait gallery of unforgettable characters.



!



An enigmatic heroine with a mordantly caustic plume. The novel of a generation of independent women who had no qualms about going after what they wanted.



!



A literary biography that reads like a novel, thanks to the smooth flowing style the author adopted.



An unconditional fan, Tatiana de Rosnay sets off on the trail of Daphne du Maurier. As she visits the places that were important to the English novelist’s life and work, de Rosnay paints a portrait of a secretive woman whose writing reflected her dark, tormented side. Attached to her French roots and to the father she adored –the toast of the London theatre scene; the wife of General Frederick Browning, Daphne du Maurier superficially appeared to be a typical a woman of her day. But the taste for secrets that is characteristic of her novels is a reflection of her illicit affairs, some of which were with women. MANDERLEY FOR EVER tells a breathtaking tale that starts in Mayfair and ends in Kilmarth, “the house on the strand,” after a detour to Menabilly, a manor house in Cornwall that Daphné du Maurier was deeply attached to. Obliged to leave the house that inspired so much of her writing, Daphné du Maurier preferred to let herself die rather than to live far from the source of her imagination. Half French, half English, Tatiana de Rosnay has written a dozen novels and two books of short stories, including SARAH’S KEY, which has sold over 9 million copies and been made into a major motion picture. She is the most widely read contemporary French author in Europe and the USA. MANDERLEY FOR EVER is being co-published by Albin Michel and Héloïse d’Ormesson. Rights sold to: AMBO (Netherlands) “Ce n’est pas une biographie, plutôt une déclaration enflammée. Envoûtante.” Sud Ouest “C’est impressionnant de voir comment Tatiana a su restituer la personnalité de ma mere” Tessa, Daphné’s daugther - Point de vue “Elle n’a pas son pareil pour redonner vie à cette femme complexe.” Direct Matin “Une réussite en tous points.” Matin dimanche “L’histoire passionnée d’une vie.” Le Parisien Magazine



Beaulieu, Baptiste: ALORS VOUS NE SEREZ PLUS JAMAIS TRISTE (AND YOU WILL NEVER BE SAD AGAIN) (Fayard, February 2015, 300 pages) !



Appealing characters: an antihero hurt by life and an old eccentric lady trying to fix him.



!



A humorous and elegant writing that manages to discuss a delicate and universal theme, death.



!



A burst of enthusiasm, a pray for life and the livings.



A former doctor devastated by his wife’s death decides to end his life, but still has to live seven more days after making a pact with Sarah, an old and extravagant taxi driver. Sarah is a full of life millionaire who will drag Mark into strange adventures. From making him chose his own coffin to giving away all his belongings, she manages to mess up with Mark’s head. Is he going crazy or learning how to live again? At the end of the week we discover that Mark’s wife had all this planned out with Sarah before she died. The two women had met in a hospital where none of them was supposed to survive. But Sarah did, at least a little longer. Sarah’s death arms Mark with a new strength, he starts over with a new identity somewhere far away to help his fellow being.` Baptiste Beaulieu is a junior doctor writing a blog to tell us with humour small stories about life in a hospital. His goal: to reconcile people with the medical world. He already published a novel with Fayard in 2013, THE 1001 LIVES OF THE EMERGENCIES.
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FICTION In his second novel we rediscover some of his medical experience with the theme of imminent life and death. Rights sold to: Grijalbo Mondadori (Spain), Amber (Poland) and Book21 (Korea). Russian rights are under option “L’ écrit, soigne et réussit a nous embarquer sans barguigner” Revue Hospitalière de France



Mars, Kettly: JE SUIS VIVANT (I’M ALIVE) (Mercure de France, April 2015, 178 pages) !



A profound and heart-breaking tale told in several voices, written with great subtlety, intertwining filial love, unspoken resentment and the weight of family secrets.



!



The country’s difficult political history has direct consequences on the family’s own story.



!



The characters’ descriptions of their memories and feelings are movingly sincere and realistic.



Haitian author Kettly Mars’s deeply affecting fifth novel is filled with both violence and sensuality; it describes present-day Haiti through the portrait of a family torn by secrets from the recent past. After an earthquake, a Haitian asylum is forced to send its patients back to their families. Alexandre, who has been interned for 20 years for violent behavior, returns to his family home for the first time in 40 years. The family, which has been profoundly affected by the events, has changed dramatically while he was away. Francis, his father, has passed away; while Eliane, his mother, is struggling to support his three adult brothers and sisters, and to cope with the family’s complicated past. Alexandre’s return forces everyone to reconsider their family’s history. The truth about Alexandre’s character is gradually revealed: the perfect son turned out to have been a real threat to the family’s equilibrium. While his return makes everyone confront the skeletons in their closet, it is also a chance for them to get a fresh start. Kettly Mars was born in Port au Prince, Haiti, in 1958, which is still her home. She has written several novels, including SAISON SAUVAGE (Mercure de France, 2010) and AUX FRONTIERES DE LA SOIF (Mercure de France, 2013).



Michel-Amadry, Marc: MONSIEUR K (Editions Héloïse d’Ormesson, April 2015, 320 pages) !



This extremely well-written book switches between the 1930s and the present day, and between Paris, Switzerland, London, New York, Corsica, Bavaria and Japan with ease.



!



A family secret that preys on Viktor throughout his life: he finally decides to confront it before it’s too late.



!



A real page-turner, with a fast-paced, suspense-filled plot about a family that has been deformed and perverted by their passion for art.



Monsieur K, a French-German dual citizen, is one of the greatest art collectors of our time. At the end of his life, he decides to atone for his family’s past by lifting the veil on the secret that founded his fortune. Dying of cancer, Viktor Karsten has promised the woman he loves that he will do everything he can to atone for his family’s past. His father, who had been close to the Nazis, had stolen a Renoir painting from a Jewish family back in the 1930s. Viktor had sold the painting years ago and used to the money to start his own magnificent private collection. Now he has tracked the painting down, and is going to return it to its rightful heirs. Through his quest, Viktor will come to terms with the memory of his parents (his father killed himself and his mother abandoned him) and obtain the forgiveness he so desires. By leaving his collection to the Jewish people, he “does his duty to humanity.” (fnac.com) Inspired by the many recent cases of Nazi-plundered art resurfacing, and by an author who knows the art world very well, this novel’s enthralling plot unfolds with subtlety, while exposing the inner workings of the art world. (site Eho) Marc Michel-Amadry started out as a clockmaker, before becoming the head of Sotheby's Switzerland in 2011. His first novel, DEUX ZEBRES SUR LA 30E RUE (Héloïse d'Ormesson, 2012), was translated in four countries (C. Bertelsmann for Germany; Salamandra for Spain, Elliot Edizioni for Italy and Doing Publishing for Taiwan). The magazine L'Hebdo named him as one of its 100 People of the Year in Switzerland in 2012.
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HIGHLIGHT SPRING 2015 Chevillard, Eric: JUSTE CIEL (HEAVEN SENT) (Éditions de Minuit, February 2015, 145 pages) !



A madcap description of the after-life



!



An entertainingly funny and off-beat plot



!



A novel in the absurdist-humor tradition, along the lines of Benoit Duteurtre (SERVICE CLIENTELE, 2003, Gallimard) or Patrík Ouřednik (EUROPEANA, 2004, Allia)



In this madcap stroll through the hereafter, Chevillard reveals what goes on behind the scenes in heaven, in a tale that’s reminiscent of Patrík Ouřednik’s Europeana. Chevillard’s hero, Albert Moindre, will find out that the devil is in the details and that nothing’s really what we think. Albert Moindre is dead. Hit by an “Olives & Dates” truck. He’s in heaven. Or at least, that’s where he thinks he must be. Because he’s floating, bodiless and alone, in a complete fog. There’s nothing but his own awareness. Then he encounters Clarisse, an American woman who was almost crowned Miss Colorado 1931. Together, they wind up being taken to several different offices. Each in turn gets the mysteries of their life explained to them, through minor but revealing details. Albert Moindre finds out that as a bridge engineer, he was one of the best, but as a poet, one of the worst. So he is to be tortured for his offending literary oeuvre. But as it turns out, God needs for a bridge to be built, so Albert Moindre will be brought back to life, with no memory of his experience. In Juste Ciel, Chevillard introduces us to an off-beat, unexpectedly funny afterlife, in a smoothly flowing tale that you just can’t put down. Eric Chevillard was born in La Roche-sur-Yon (Vendee) in 1964. His first novel, MOURIR M’ENRHUME was published by Editions Minuit in 1987. He has written over 15 novels that have been translated into numerous languages. “On suit sans peine et mort de rire, cette visite supraterrestre avec comme fils d’Ariane le typique burlesque ravageur de Chevillard.” Livres Hebdo



Chahdortt, Djavann: BIG DADDY (Grasset, February 2015, 300 pages) In this incredibly powerful novel, Chahdortt Djavann uses the American heartland as the backdrop for her story of a gang leader, his disciple, and a young bourgeois woman who will defend the boy in court... These three voices alternate to create a fast-paced literary symphony that mixes themes dear to the author: multiculturalism, social violence, child abuse, juvenile delinquency, and obsessive love. Rody, a 13-year-old Latino orphan, is sentenced to life for triple homicide with no possibility of parole. The boy is both funny and sharp, and his appointed lawyer – an upper-class Iranian-American woman who, for family reasons, dedicates her life to defending the poor – is fascinated by him. After Rody’s conviction, she visits him and asks if she can record his story. Every Sunday for 14 years, Rody tells his lawyer about his close relationship to Big Daddy, a highranking, depraved criminal who adopted him as “his son.” Money, drugs, sex, reciprocal racism and the law of hate – the boy is initiated by a master who imparts him with his “philosophy” of life, which Rody soon puts into practice. The lawyer does everything in her power to obtain a pardon. “Rody’s case” is suddenly picked up by the media and becomes one of the major issues dominating the political campaign for Governer. Will he be relaxed? Who is Big Daddy? Who is Rody, really? What is he hiding? Why did he kill three men? White, black, Latino, obese men and women, prostitutes, homosexuals: they’re all here ... but nothing happens as one might imagine. Every chapter has its surprise, its suspense, and its share of twists. Born in 1967 in Iran and exiled to France in 1993, Chahdortt Djavann is a novelist and essayist. Among other books, she has published BAS LES VOILES (2003), JE NE SUIS PAS CELLE QUE JE SUIS (2011) and LA DERNIÈRE SÉANCE (2013).



Bonnefoy, Miguel: LE VOYAGE D'OCTAVIO (OCTAVIO’S JOURNEY) (Payot & Rivages, January 2015, 130 pages) !
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A enchanting journey to the heart of Venezuela, with its symbols, its communities and its territories, a country where unifying myths are currently in cruelly short supply.



Contact: Mrs Anastasia Lester ; Email:[email protected]



FICTION !



A simple, exploited man’s road to emancipation depends on acquiring knowledge and learning to be in harmony with nature and his fellow man.



!



Characters that symbolize key figures in Venezuelan culture, like Venezuela herself, a remarkable, larger-than-life woman.



The epic trials and tribulations of Octavio, an illiterate Venezuelan man who will take charge of his own life and learn to understand his country thanks to the people and the problems he’ll meet over the course of his travels. Having overcome the shame of not knowing how to read or write thanks to a woman he fell in love with, Octavio, who comes from a sleepy village, gets caught up in a robbery and has to get out of town. On his way west, he meets people who symbolize Venezuela. Working tirelessly, he changes the lives of each and every one of them. Exposed to individuals’ and communities’ joys and tragedies, he gets closer both to nature and to his fellow man and decides to go back to his hometown. The village still has complete faith in the origin myth that most Venezuelans have lost touch with except when it is periodically revived by particularly symbolic events (the transformation of the country’ s oldest church into a theatre, the theft and return of a wooden statue of the Nazarene, etc.). Buoyed up by what others expect from him, the power of the natural world and the intelligence of his country’s origin myth, Octavio winds up turning into something that brings them all together: a wooden statue of Christ that saved the village from the Plague long ago. A legend with overtones of marvelous realism, in the same vein as Alejo Carpentier, and of magical realism, a genre that recently lost its grand master, Gabriel García Márquez. Miguel Bonnefoy, 26, has a Venezuelan mother and a Chilean father. He produces cultural events for the city of Caracas, Venezuela. He also teaches at the Alliance française, and won the 2013 Young Writer in French Prize for a short story published by Buchet Chastel, ICARE. “Fait souffler sur le paysage littéraire français un vent de réalisme magique.” Livres Hebdo “Sa manière de polir chaque phrase comme un objet précieux, de l'incruster de mots chatoyants et poétiques qui font sonner son texte comme des bijoux sonores.” ELLE “Ce Vénézuelien transforme une fable naïve en parabole morale, historique et politique.” Lire “un premier roman époustouflant bourré de trouvailles insolites et merveilleuses.” Page



Delacourt, Grégoire: LES QUATRE SAISONS DE L’ÉTÉ (THE FOUR SEASONS OF SUMMER) (JC Lattes, April 2015, 200 pages) !



The sentimental destinies of four couples in four different seasons of life. Is summer fatal to love stories?



Summer 1999. Some say it will be the last summer before the end of the world. On the vast beaches of Touquet, children yelp because the ocean is too cold and mothers nap in the sun. All around, in the dunes, bars and levees, love stories are blossoming. Lovers enthrall each other, wound each other... Four couples at the four seasons of life meet during their vacation and are oblivious of the influence they have on one another. They are aged 15, 35, 55 and 75 and they represent all of our love stories. Born in 1960 in Valenciennes, Grégoire Delacourt is a publicist. After the success of L’écrivain de la famille, La liste de mes envies sold more than one million co- pies and has made him an international success, with translations in 35 countries, and a French film adaptation. He is also the author of La première chose qu’on regarde and On ne voyait que le bonheur, long-listed for the Prix Goncourt 2014 Rights sold to: Italy (66th and 2nd); the Russian rights are under option



Bayamack-Tam, Emmanuelle: JE VIENS (I’M COMING) (P.O.L, January 2015, 464 pages) !



A seriously funny novel in three voices, in which Bayamack-Tam’s recurrent character, Charonne, is a Don Quixote for our times, a young mixed-race woman whose unsinkable determination allows her to take on the world.



!



A trio of larger-than-life characters make this a book you can’t put down.



!



Charonne’s unsinkable determination to rise above her difficult circumstances offer an inspiring life lesson.
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HIGHLIGHT SPRING 2015 The novel deals with sensitive topics like mixed-race people’s sense of identity and difficult motherchild relationships (even when the child is an adult!) in a humorous, almost farcical tone. A girl, her grandmother and her mother take turns describing their lives, each in their own voice. Nelly’s is a lamentation. An elderly woman with a failing memory, she falters when she evokes “what we have become.” Gladys’s is a rant. Trapped between her mother and her daughter, she tries to justify her own failure with a vindictive fury that borders on madness. And then there’s Charonne, a recurring character in Emmanuelle Bayamack-Tam’s novels, whose buoyancy turns everything upside down. Twice abandoned (first by her biological parents, then by her adoptive ones), fat, black (in some people’s eyes), Charonne has had a bad start in life, but she succeeds in imposing her irrepressible vitality. Proclaiming her will to redress wrongs, she speaks out against absurd rules and breathes fresh air into their home, dissipating the lethargy and bitterness that have accumulated there. Like many of Bayamack-Tam’s characters, Charonne is a missionary, a heroine fighting against the micro-aggressions of unconscious racism, parental neglect and senile Emmanuelle Bayamack-Tam was born in 1966 in Marseilles. She lives and teaches in the suburbs of Paris. She is the founding member of the art-and-literature group Autres et pareils. Rights sold to: Secession Verlag (Germany) “Emmanuelle Bayamack-Tam is inventing a genre of her own : an extravagant and cruel soap opera, a maliciously intelligent feminine literature.” ELLE “Those who didn’t read Emmanuelle Bayamack-Tam, passed next to one of the most original characters in literature: Charonne, the voluminous and irresistible half-blood.” L’Humanité “JE VIENS is a choral narrative made go out of tune, worked on with whim and unlimited funniness.” Marianne



Ferrari, Jérôme: LE PRINCIPE (THE PRINCIPLE) (Actes Sud, March 2015, 176 pages) !



- The controversial and highly contrasted career of Werner Heisenberg, the brilliant founder of quantum mechanics who nearly gave nuclear weapons to the Nazis.



!



- An atypical biographical novel that addresses the issues of scientific responsibility and collective guilt.



!



- The eighth novel by Jérôme Ferrari, winner of the 2012 Goncourt Prier, the 2010 Poncetton Grand Pize and the 2009 Prix Landerneau Prize.



A novel in the shape of a long letter to the 20th-century scientist Werner Heisenberg, a pioneer of quantum mechanics and key member of the Nazis’ nuclear energy project. The character who writes the letter is an aspiring, but disenchanted modern-day philosopher who is struggling to make sense of the material world. An unnamed man – failed physicist or aspiring philosopher – writes a long letter to the late Werner Heisenberg, Nobel Prize-winning physicist and pioneer in quantum mechanics. Drawing readers into the world of 1920s research laboratories – where legendary scientists like Einstein, Planck and Schrödinger are making the most important discoveries of the century – as he looks backs over the career of this genius who has always fascinated him, the letter-writer tries to establish a connection between himself and the great scientist. Jérôme Ferrari brings out parallels between the two eras, thanks to characters who are neither all good nor all bad. Heisenberg’s creativity contrasts with the narrator’s mediocre school results. But while Heisenberg chooses to stay in Germany when the Nazis come to power, the author abandons his family, which has joined the Corsican independence movement. Two idealists aspiring to focus on abstraction are compromised by the material world and caught up in the violence of their times. An inspiring text that is well served by an elegant tone with a certain reserve, like an invitation to introspection. The Author: Born in Paris in 1968, Jérôme Ferrari, who has taught in Algeria, Corsica and Dubai is now living in Paris. He won the 2012 Goncourt Prize for THE SERMON ON THE FALL OF ROME.
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FICTION Guénassia, Jean-Michel: TROMPE-LA-MORT (DEATH-DODGER) (Albin Michel, January 2015, 388 pages) !



A picaresque novel of love and adventure featuring travel and a search for one’s true self and for acceptance.



!



Magician, miraculous survivor and detective in turn, behind his superman façade, our hero shows his alltoo-human weaknesses.



!



A masterfully written quixotic saga, and a real page-turner of a plot.



From Britain’s Royal Marines to India’s ashrams, “Death-Dodger” is in turn a soldier, a superman and a bashful lover. From military adventures to espionage, this Anglo-Indian man must face his own demons, for although he is a hero, he is first and foremost a human being. “Death-dodger” is the nickname of Thomas Sharp, who was born in Delhi (and enlisted in Her British Majesty’s service at age 18. Sent first to Ireland, then to Iraq, this veritable super-hero seems to have not just nine, but a thousand lives. An interview with a famous journalist suddenly thrusts him into the spotlight, turning him into a national icon. Caught by the demons of his childhood, he is able to return to his own past when he is sent to New Delhi to investigate an English hippie’s disappearance. It offers him the chance to get back in touch with his father, whom he had virtually erased from his memory, and to learn to accept him, warts and all. In a flash, Death-Dodger moves from the British upper class to untouchables in India. His encounter with Dina, a young Indian woman he follows to an ashram, leads him onto a path of forgiveness and redemption. Lawyer, novelist and screenplay-writer, Jean-Michel Guenassia became famous with the publication of LE CLUB DES INCORRIGIBLES OPTIMISTES (2010), an international best-seller that was translated into 15 languages, and won the Goncourt des lycéens Prize. His next novel, LA VIE RÊVÉE D’ERNESTO G was also published by Albin Michel, in 2012. Rights sold to: Czech Republic (Argo), Italia ( Salani) and Spain ( RBA Libros) Under option in: Sweden (Norstedts), The Netherlands (Van Gennep), Norway (Forlaget Press), the UK (Atlantic Books), Germany (Insel Verlag), Italy (Salani), Spain (RBA/Ediciones 62), Greece (Polis), Cezch Republic (Argo), Serbia (Carobna Knjiga), Croatia (Vukovic & Runjic), Russia (Azbooka/Atticus), Turkey (Pegasus) and Korea (Munhakdongne) “Il écrit comme un gourmand qui veut régaler son lecteur avec de la belle aventure, du sentiment et de la mélancolie.” Télérama “Une sorte de fresque de vie captivante qui suit ce héros des temps modernes se métamorphosant au gré des hasards de la vie.” La Marne “Un roman à faire rêver les jeunes filles en fleurs et les vieux routards.” Le Bien Public “Sans filet, le romancier français donne le meilleur de lui-même. Ce ‘roman-monde’ est un véritable ‘page turner’. Guenassia épouse les lieux et les personnages, leur donne cœur et âme, sans jamais appuyer trop le trait.” Les Echos “Une trame originalle très finement exploitée.” Lire “Ce héro malgré lui vous captivera de la première à la dernière page.” Page



Saliba Garillon, Éliane: LE JOURNAL IMPUBLIABLE DE GEORGE PEARL (THE UNPUBLISHABLE DIARY OF GEORGE PEARL) (Arléa, February 2015, 224 pages) !



A voyage through the thoughts of a cynical character with a ruthless sense of humor, who manages to be endearing in spite of his own best efforts.



!



A text that is both funny and profound, which offers thoughtful reflections on human nature and the value of our lives.



!



A warm, affectionate novel whose message of love and hope is all the more powerful in that it is fiercely lucid, without being the least bit pretentious.



At age 63, George Pearl decides to sell his NY-based architecture firm and move to Rome in order to put as much distance as possible between himself and the idiotic people he knows. Eliane Saliba-Garillon has
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HIGHLIGHT SPRING 2015 written a ferociously funny novel in which a faux-misanthrope’s friends and family force him to reconnect with humanity. George Pearl, a famous New York-based architect whose bluntness earned the unenviable nickname “Pearl Harbor,” has just sold his firm. He is rich, single and determined not to let anyone disturb him in his Roman retreat. But he hadn’t planned on his lonely sister’s incessant phone calls, his invasive cleaning lady’s daily indiscretions or the endless e-mails from his tenant in Massachusetts, an academic known for his work on the philosopher Henry David Thoreau. George Pearl’s hilariously, ‘unpublishably’, cynical diary – which is filled with uncompromising comments about his fellow human beings – inadvertently reveals a benevolence towards them that is incompatible with his carefully tended image as a misanthropist. The diary also contains his descriptions of the only events that really disturb him: the frequent visits he receives from an angel who wants him to reconsider his lifestyle... The tale of a plain-speaking, decent and demanding man, who is inevitably disappointed by the foibles of his nearest and dearest, but who still has great affection for them, despite his grouchiness. Eliane Saliba-Garillon was born in Lebanon, where she still lives. LE JOURNAL IMPUBLIABLE DE GEORGE PEARL is her second novel.



Rambaud, Patrick: LE MAÎTRE (THE MASTER) (Grasset, January 2015 280 pages) !



Welcome to fifth century B.C. China. In his colourful new novel, Patrick Rambaud offers us a journey into the life of the most famous of Chinese philosophers, Zhuang Zhou.



In this gigantic kingdom, hunger reigns despite the fact that gold is everywhere. Princes and kings have slaves, elephants and dwarfs, and they roast or dismember their enemies, read Confucius, listen to poems, all the while trading women and spices. A little-known side of eternal and fascinating China. Patrick Rambaud tells us about the life of a man who was curious, free, attentive to life, to work, and to high society. He was inventive at an early age, but also wise and close to the masses. This is how Zhuang Zhou became the greatest Chinese philosopher, lending his name to his legendary book: a magnificent series of lively stories where one encounters butchers, lords, turtles, and false sages. The illustrious novelist behind La Bataille offers us the story of this incredible life, halfway between a fable and philosophy, theoretical concepts and daily life, a picaresque novel and a ‘conversation’ on the world. Readers will laugh, learn, discover, and be surprised by this China whose true prince is a philosopher. Patrick Rambaud is the author of a series of novels published by Grasset on the end of the French Empire: THE BATTLE (winner of the Grand prix du roman de l'Académie française, and the Prix Goncourt), THE RETREAT, L'ABSENT and LE CHAT BOTTÉ (2006). Rights previously sold for past works: German (Insel), English (US: Grove Atlantic; UK: Macmillan), Bosnian (Zid), Catalan (Columna), Castilian Spanish (Planeta), Chinese (simplified: Huaxia), Korean (Segyesa), Estonian (Eesti Raamat), Greek (Travlos & Kostarakis), Hungarian (Ab Ovo), Italian (RCS Libri), Lithuanian (Vaga), Polish (Finna), Portuguese (Brazil: Bertrand Brasil; Portugal: Bizancio), Romanian (Enoch-Est), Russian (Ultra Culture, Makbel, Text)



Loubière, Sophie: A LA MESUERE DE NOS SILENCES (THINGS LEFT UNSAID) (Fleuve Noir, January 2015, 320 pages) !



A beautiful novel on the passing down from one generation to the next.



!



An unknown tragedy of WWII unveiled. The initiatory journey of a remorseful grandfather and his rebellious grandson.



When François Valent, a retired reporter, hears that his grandson, Antoine, is about to flunk highschool, François kidnaps the young man and take him on a journey to Villefranche-de-Rouergue. Two days together and at the end, Antoine will have to choose between going back to school or a big fat cheque. The journey is also a trip down memory lane for François: he grew up in the city and his childhood abruptly ended during a bloody episode of WWII. The journey will help them get to know one another and will free François of his past.
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FICTION Author of five novels, detective short stories and a children’s book, Sophie Loubière also made a name for herself in the publishing community thanks to a unique literary program (Parking at Night, France Inter) and her reviews at France Info (Thriller Info). About THE STONE BOY: English translation and Reader's report available Rights sold for THE STONE BOY: US (Grand Central), UK (Sphere) Nearly 70,000 copies sold



Nedjma: D’AMBRE ET DE SOIE (OF AMBER AND SILK) (Plon, January 2015, 288 pages) !



After the tremendous succes of L’AMANDE, Nedjma explores the sexuality of Muslim men, a largely avoided subject that she unveils in a subtle and uncompromising novel.



!



An intense novel that looks at the Muslim religion, and Moroccan Arab culture – as well as sexuality – head on, written in a blunt, but well-composed style.



D'AMBRE ET DE SOIE is more than just another erotic novel; it shows how religion and culture can affect human relationships. Karim has always been very curious about sex. At the age of 20, he decides to leave for Paris to study journalism and meet women. He’ll learn everything from Parisian women on a sexual level – except love and commitment. He feels that for Malika, an Algerian woman who has suffered and been near death. But the relation ends painfully, and Karim winds up going back to Imchouk, in Morocco, and tries to kill himself. But he meets Badra there, and little by little, she gets him to open up and helps him gain perspective on his own love and sex life. Nedjma’s story’s clear, well-composed narrative structure intertwines the voices of Badra and Karim. Both voices use blunt but rich vocabulary and speak freely, truthfully and uncompromisingly about sexuality, love, religion and culture. Nedjma’s style carries the plot and grants D'AMBRE ET DE SOIE an appealing depth. Nedjma is a Muslim woman living in the Middle East. She is the author of L’AMANDE, the novel whose international success led to its publication in 25 countries (with over 120,000 copies sold in France alone), standing out as the first erotic novel written by a Muslim woman. Since she received a number of death threats when L'AMANDE was published, the author prefers to stick to her nom de plume, Nedjma, rather than reveal her true identity. D’AMBRE ET DE SOIE is her new publication. Rights sold to: Taiwan (Aquarius), Serbia (Laguna) “À rebours de l’actuelle radicalisation du monde musulman, Nedjma prêche pour ‘le savoir-aimer, le sexe, les femmes, la nature, l’autre et soi-même en définitive.” Livres hebdo “Ce roman audacieux, dans tous les sens du terme, reprend le schéma des MILLE ET UNE NUITS en l’inversant : ici, c’est l’homme qui raconte à la femme.” L’obs “Si quelqu’un représente l’islam dans sa grande tradition, dans sa splendeur, c’est moi, pas les imams” Nedjma



Habib, Claude: NOUS LES CHATS (SPEAKING AS A CAT) (De Fallois, February 2015, 128 pages) !



The charming stories of the cat’s childhood, with mama cat and a whole litter of siblings.



!



The unusual point of view, which even includes dialogues between cats.



The hero of this unusual autobiographical novel is a cat. In this philosophical novel written in the first person, a cat describes his life and poses some existential questions. The surprise happy ending: it turns out that the hero was sprayed with vinegar, which is hateful to cats. He isn’t about to die after all, but instead goes back to his adventures. Convinced of his own impending death, he sees his life flash before his eyes. It wasn’t all fun and games. Although his youth was full of happiness, good smells and love in the woods, he is depressed now. His youthful memories are threaded with later disappointment, and the disappointment leads to musing. Man is this cat’s obsession. Man: his enemy, not his master. Dogs may be man’s best friend, but that’s not how Claude Habib’s hero sees himself or his own kind.
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HIGHLIGHT SPRING 2015 Who is the master, man or cat? Who is whose pet? One could say that this little book illustrates Montaigne’s famous phrase: “When I play with my cat, is my cat playing with me?” A veritable guide to the feline soul. Claude Habib, is a profesor in modern litterature in Paris. She is the author of LE CONSENTEMENT AMOUREUX. ROUSSEAU, LES FEMMES ET LA CITÉ (Hachette Littératures, 1998) and she directed the essay ÉDUQUER SELON LA NATURE.



Coulon, Cécile: LE CŒUR DU PELICAN (THE HEART OF THE PELICAN) (Viviane Hamy, January 2015, 250 pages ) 15 000 copies sold in France On the bestsellers' list of L'Express An injured champion will have to give his all to win the race against mediocrity. Anthime and Hélèna are an inseparable brother and sister. When their family moves to a small town, they have to find their place in the community. One day at the village fair, while taking part in a game, Anthime beats all the children his own age when he runs with lightning speed, so becoming part of the group. From that moment on, it is his racing that will set him apart. Under the heel of Brice, his personal trainer and a roundbellied chap, he becomes a champion, named “the Pelican” and admired by all, including Joana, a neighbour who loves him from afar, and by the inaccessible Béatrice... PÉLICAN is about glory and its fragility, about sport and its pain. It is the story of courage and the life, both banal and extraordinary, of a man who becomes great, falls and picks himself up again Cécile Coulon was born in 1990. She is studying and working on a Phd on Sport and Literature. She has already published three novels at Viviane Hamy and is considered as one of the raising talent of contemporary French fiction. She has a keen interest in running and rock n’ roll music “A sharp, intense novel: as heart-stopping as crime fiction and as heart-stirring as a road movie” L'Express “Cécile Coulon writes like a boxer fights. (...) the Antigone of literature.” ELLE “A delicate, cruel and physical novel.” Lire



Blondel, Jean-Philippe: UN HIVER À PARIS (ONE WINTER IN PARIS) (Libella, January 2015, 288 pages) !



A modern coming-of-age novel in which a young man comes to Paris to start his adult life but winds up choosing to go back to his home town in order to be himself



!



Readers will find the fast-talking, sharp-witted narrator very endearing



!



The relation that grows between the narrator and the father of the young man who committed suicide is complex, unhealthy and artificial: they act out an idealized father-son relationship rather than being who they really are



A young man from the provinces decides to go to school in Paris to escape his milieu. In his latest book, Jean-Philippe Blondel revisits the coming-of-age story. Victor, a young provincial who is passionate about literature, decides to go to a prestigious school in Paris. Alone in a social and cultural environment that is totally unfamiliar to him, he is under constant pressure. Then he meets Mathieu, another provincial, who is a year younger than he is, and the two seem destined to become close friends. But a tragic event shatters the boys’ blossoming friendship: in the middle of French class, Mathieu leaves the room and jumps to his death. Victor takes on a role that is not really his, but which he accepts. Suddenly everyone sees him as that poor boy’s best friend, and Victor’s life changes dramatically: he becomes popular, and Mathieu’s father begins to confide in him. Jean-Philippe Blondel shows how a tragic event can disrupt a tight-knit social milieu. He describes a young man’s suicide as an event that affects people’s relationships and changes how they see their place in the world. An English teacher in Troyes, Jean-Philippe Blondel writes novels for adults and for young adults (Actes Sud Junior). This is his fifth novel published by Buchet Chastel after THE BABY-SITTER, G229 (Virgin
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FICTION Prize - Version Fémina), ET RESTER VIVANT and 06H41. Translation rights for 06h41 were sold to the US (New Vessel Press), Germany (Deuticke Verlag), Italy (Einaudi) and Spain (La Esfera de los Libros).



“Un livre à la fois sensible et tendre” Livres Hebdo “Cruel et Lucide” Femina “Un récit qui a du corps et une âme, du caractère et un héros attachant. ” Télé Z “Un ton tout en finesse avec la juste dose d'humour qui permet d'effectuer une pirouette du cœur pour mieux contrebalancer les zones de grandes turbulences émotionnelles. ” Psychologie magazine “un roman très émouvant qui sonne juste et laisse son empreinte une fois refermé. ” Page Translation rights of 06h41 were sold to the US (New Vessel Press), Germany (Deuticke Verlag), Italy (Einaudi) and Spain (La Esfera de los Libros). Rights sold to: Espagne (La Esfera de los Libros), Germany (Deuticke (Hanser Verlag), Italy (Einaudi) Reviews for 06H41: “Habile récit à deux voix sur la destinée et les hasards qui parfois en décident, ludique, piquant, romanesque et vivant, 06H41 ouvre grand le champ des possibles.” L’Hebdo “Jean-Philippe Blondel dévoile avec humour et bienveillance les failles de ses personnages terriblement normaux. Et confirme que la vie se charge toujours de redistribuer les cartes.” Point de Vue “L’auteur de ET RESTER VIVANT revient avec un roman sensible et des personnages toute en sobriété, que l’on quitte à regret au terminus.” Télé 7 Jours



DISCOVERED WRITER Triolet, Elsa foreword by Méril, Macha: MILLE REGRETS (A THOUSAND REGRETS) (Denoel New Edition, January 2015, 180 pages) !



Mille regrets by Elsa Triolet features four short stories initially published in the 1940s. They are all set during WWII.



“These are the stories that restored my faith in literature, they are the quiet braveness that gave me the strength to give what was to be Aurélien a try.” Louis Aragon about Mille regrets (Excerpt from Elsa Triolet choisie par Aragon, Gallimard 1960). The first story, whose title is also that of the volume, tells the story of a refugee woman in Nice who believes the man she loves is dead. Since this love is gone, it seems like everything is over. But there might be more to live for: she has to fight for survival, and there are new encounters to make... The twist is tragic and gripping. “Henri Castellat” depicts a man in his prime. A spoiled child with a successful career as a writer and a handsome face, a man adored by the women... But depicted by Elsa Triolet, this man who seems to have everything turns out to be a cowardly and disgusting human being in every imaginable way. “Le Destin personnel” takes place in the countryside during the Occupation, and depicts the drama experienced by a trio of lovers who uncover the false appearance of happiness. “La Belle Épicière” tells the story of a woman grocer who is married to a frequently absent man. This pretty woman with an uneventful life will get trapped in dead-end affairs, drawn into prostitution and finally end up in the gutter. Russian-born Elsa Triolet (1896-1970) is the author of numerous novels and translations, including LE CHEVAL BLANC (1943), LES AMANTS D’AVIGNON (published under the pen name of Laurent Daniel, 1943), LE PREMIER ACCROC COÛTE 200 FRANCS (Prix Goncourt, 1944) or ROSES À CREDIT (1949). She joined the French Resistance during WWII, was a devout communist all her life, and proved a quintessential muse to Louis Aragon’s novels and poems.
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LITERARY FICTION Magda Szabó: THE DOOR (Viviane Hamy, 2003, 286 pages) 150,000 copies sold in France !



Prix Fémina Étranger 2003



!



Adapted into a movie starring Helen Mirren in 2012



THE DOOR: A duel between two very different women : an explosion of the mistress-servant relationship. Emerence is a servant, generous as only a queen without a kingdom can be. Naturally unselfi sh, she is deeply preoccupied by every living thing around her, but she has a strong nature and keeps her fl at as a sanctuary where no one ever enters. The mistress is an intellectual, awkward with everyday things and basic feelings. They share their universe amidst tension and misunderstanding, and their relationship smoothly turns upside down, until it reaches crisis point. Magda Szabó is considered in Hungary as “a national treasure”. She was born in 1917 and started writing early. Her novels were immediately widely translated. In 1978, she was given her country’s highest honors. “Magda Szabó (…) shows us the sulfurous conflict that exists between two women, the ‘mistress’ and the ‘servant’, making the latter into a kind of queen without a kingdom.” Le Canard enchaîné “A demonic female version of Jeeves, Emerence not only clears the knots from the writer’s life but also acts as the unofficial administrator for the neighbourhood, all-seeing and as fi rmly interventionist as the Old Testament God.” The Telegraph “There is much in this story that will bewilder and perplex, but The Door is a document of a vital relationship.” The Guardian Rights sold to: Italy (Einaudi), Spain (Random House Mondadori), Portugal (Dom Quixote), Norway (Aschehoug), Israel (Keter), Greece (Psichogois), Turkey (Kanat Kitap), Netherlands (Houtekiet), Germany (Suhrkamp), Hungary (Europa), Poland (Piw), UK (Harvill Press), USA (EEM)



LITERARY FICTION Gaudé, Laurent: DANSER LES OMBRES (DANCE THE SHADOWS) (Actes Sud, January 2015, 256 pages) !



After “The House of Scorta”, Laurent Gaudé once again draws us, with the same exceptional skill, into a disconcerting world.



!



A tale that is lush with the social, historical and cultural realities of Haiti.



!



A book that portrays, in the chiaroscuro of its style and of voodoo magic, both the fragility and the beauty of the human condition.



With a huge array of characters, Laurent Gaudé, winner of the 2004 Goncourt Prize, allows us to feel the atmosphere and the very character of Haiti through a universal and accessible tale. Lucine has come back to Port-au-Prince to announce the death of her sister Nine. She had left the capital five years before. Almost as soon as she arrives, she realizes that she won’t leave again. Through her, we meet the book’s other characters: Saul – both a doctor and the illegitimate offspring of a bigwig and a housemaid, who becomes her lover; Lily, a rich girl with an incurable disease who has come back to Haiti to die; Matrak, a former tonton macoute (paramilitary militiaman) who is now a taxi driver… They all dance through their memories of the past and the dramas of the present. Then, just as everything seems to be resolved, the earthquake strikes. Everything is overturned once again: the dead rise up from under the ground, fraternizing with the living and offering a unique chance to heal old wounds and reestablish friendships before they sink back into their graves, because the world belongs to the future, and only the living have one. But Lucine gets stuck between the two worlds, a voodoo spirit who comes out every night, wandering in Matrak’s taxi, searching for Saul.
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FICTION Laurent Gaudé was born in Paris in 1972 à Paris. In 2004, he won the Goncourt Prize for LE SOLEIL DES SCORTA, which has since been translated in 34 countires. DANSER LES OMBRES is his eighth novel.



Pagano, Emmanuelle: LIGNE & FILS (LINE & SONS) (P.O.L, February 2015, 208 pages) !



A very visual style with poetical descriptions that follow the shifts of memory, as well as those of a waterway



!



The first volume in the TRILOGIE DES RIVES (The Riverbank Trilogy), whose theme – the connection between mankind and water – runs through all three, singular tales



In the same vein as NOUONS-NOUS and ADOLESCENTS TROGLODYTES, here is the latest book by Emmanuelle Pagano, in which readers will recognize the author’s style and favorite themes: water, the past and family history. In rural Ardèche, a region crisscrossed by many rivers and streams, a woman is going to get her son out of the hospital. As the road spools out, childhood memories float to the surface. The woman grew up in this landscape defined by two rivers: the Ligne and the Baume. While trying to untangle the strands of her family history by describing the life of her ancestors, who worked in a silk mill, she explores the complex relationships and destinies of several generations of her family. In this artful novel, Emmanuelle Pagano uses the metaphor of threads as she investigates family ties and a mother-son relationship, as well in describing the life of workers in a silk mill by a stream with a thread of water glinting between its banks. Born in Rodez (southwestern France) in 1969, Emmanuelle Pagano’s books include ADOLESCENTS TROGLODYTES, published by POL in 2007. Rights sold to: KLAUS WAGENBACH VERLAG (Germany) “Time goes by, less as a breath than like running water. Here, the water takes everything, the words and the beings, the moments of misunderstandings, the sadness. LINE & SONS is an intimate text. It touches our memory, our dreams.” Le Monde “LINE & SONS alternates between moments of deep intimacy and passages on nature and family industry. The chronicle of a single woman, a failed artist, who has been deprived of the care of her son, becomes entangled with an artful literary cartography. The stunningly elegant and fluid whole is both beautiful and disconcerting.” Les Inrockuptibles “Sensitive to the porosity and minerality of human beings, the novelist manages to express anger, humiliation and shame without raising her voice, without fury. The abrupt, chaotic writing is nevertheless crystal clear.” Télérama



Almendros, Vincent: UN ÉTÉ (ONE SUMMER) (Éditions de Minuit, January 2015, 94 pages) !



An uncomfortable and disconcerting huis-clos that explores a deep-seated sibling rivalry.



!



An effective writing style, perfect for expressing the tension and ambivalence amongst and between the characters.



Vincent Almendros invites us on a suffocating journey on a small sailboat baked by the sun, on which Pierre has to deal with living in close proximity to the woman who left him for his own brother. With summer vacation looming, Pierre receives an unexpected invitation from his brother, Jean: a sailing trip for four (the brothers and their significant others) off the coast of Naples. The invitation seems to ignore the unspoken rivalry between the siblings, and how it will be stoked by the presence of Jeanne, Jean’s wife and Pierre’s former lover. A storm is brewing over the sailboat’s cramped quarters and its disconcerting huis-clos. Yet nothing seems to be able to break this love triangle’s silence, in which each person’s motivations remain a mystery. Vincent Almendros guides us skillfully through this perilous journey, all the way to the ‘dénouement’, as unexpected for us as for the main character! Vincent Almendros was born in 1978. UN ETE is his second novel after MA CHERE LISE (2011). “Vincent Almendros abat ses cartes avec brio au terme d’un huit-clos sensuel.” Livres Hebdo
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LITERARY FICTION “Subtil et aérien” Lire “Une tension palpable, exacerbée par la chaleur qui pèse sur le bateau, et nous entraîne dans cette histoire presque banale…. Qu’il parvient à rendre extraordinaire.” Page “C’est de la littérature. Et de la meilleure.” Nouvel observateur “Une esthétique très années 1960, puissante et dépouillée” Télérama



de Saint Pern, Dominique: BARONESS BLIXEN (Stock, January 2015, 432 pages) over 20 000 copies sold in France Not one Karen Blixen, then, but a multitude of them. Supported by thoroughly researched documents, by trips to Denmark and Africa and by her immersion in Blixen’s writings, Dominique de Saint Pern resuscitates not only the woman and writer, the lover and the she-devil, but also the spirit of a golden age when people knew how to love, write and die beautifully. Karen Blixen. Yes, but which one? The African hunter at her Kenyan farm, Mbogani? The baroness who received crowned heads at her table in Africa or at Rungstedlund, her more austere home in Denmark ? Tanne (her nickname), thwarted in love but a passionate mistress whose body crippled with syphilis could still love Denys Finch-Hatton before he died in a plane crash? The writer baroness who came to literature at nearly 50, belatedly discovering this font of glory, and known worldwide for Out of Africa (1937), Seven Gothic Tales (1934) and Babette’s Feast (1958), but whose recognition would never quite erase her longing for the red glow of Africa? The ageing baroness, a tyrannical muse to a group of poets who, in a final tragic farce, fell in love with the most brilliant of them, Thorkild ? Dominique de Saint Pern has worked as a journalist for L'Express, Elle, and Marie-Claire where she was editor in chief. She is the author of L'EXTRAVAGANTE DOROTHY PARKER (Grasset, 1994), LES AMANTS DU SOLEIL NOIR (Grasset, 2005) and POUR L'AMOUR D'UN GUERRIER (Grasset, 2007). Spanish rights sold (Circe)



Houdart, Célia: GIL (P.O.L, January 2015, 240 pages) !



A writer who describe music, feelings, senses and emotions like no other.



!



The appealing story of how a particular talent can change your life forever.



!



The characters cope with their dreams, their flaws and their surprising personalities in a realistic manner.



In her new novel, Gil, Célia Houdart once again displays her taste for mystery, bedazzlement and poetry. Her thoughtful and profoundly musical writing are perfectly in tune with the plot, which follows the path of a young tenor. Over the summer when he turns 18, Gil’s life will change forever. While driving down to the south of France with a friend, Gil starts singing along with the car radio and realises the mysterious power of his voice. Helped by his teachers at the conservatory, Gil finds the strength to give up the piano and embark on a journey to become one of the greatest opera singers of his generation. As we follow Gil from victory to defeat, we get an insider’s view of the world of opera, and we also meet Gil’s soft-spoken parents: a gardener father, and a mother in a group home in Switzerland, who spends her days trying to catch butterflies. Célia Houdart is a real Renaissance woman. She has received the 1999 Villa Médicis hors-les-murs Prize, the 2004 Fondation Beaumarchais – Opera Prize (2004), the 2008 Henri de Régnier de l’Académie Française Prize (2008) for her first novel, LES MERVEILLES DU MONDE, and the Orange-SACD Innovative Projects Prize for FRÉQUENCES, a project for iPhones. Her third novel, CARRARE (winner of the 2011 Françoise Sagan Prize), introduced readers to the world of marble-carvers in Tuscany. Rights to that critically acclaimed novel have been sold in Denmark. “Un livre hautement envoûtant et mystérieux. Un opéra aérien qui parle avec une finesse rare des sons, des sens et des émotions. Un chant littéraire qui vous hante longtemps après l’avoir entendu.” Le Journal du Dimanche “Cela ne parle pas, chuchote tout au plus ; cela chante aussi avec une grâce infinie, en ces zones merveilleuses où parfois le réel tremble…” Le Firago
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FICTION “Elle maîtrise l’art de l’ellipse, sait effacer les coutures, donner une impression de douceur et de fluidité dans l’écriture.” L’Humanité



Mingarelli, Hubert: LA ROUTE DE BEIT ZERA (THE ROAD TO BEIT ZERA) (Stock, January 2015, 162 pages) Not far from the Sea of Galilee in Israel, old Stepan lives with his dog in an isolated house near the woods. He writes almost every day to his son Yankel, who is hiding on the far side of the world because many years ago he killed an Arab on the road to Beit Zera. Stepan describes his lonely life and reveals his hopes of coming to visit when he has enough money. For a while now, a mysterious teenager has emerged from the woods some evenings, and has sat with Stepan on the veranda and grown fond of his dog. Hubert Mingarelli uses subtle, poignant flashbacks, dipping into Stepan’s son’s past revealing that he killed with no other motive but fear. We see how his father hid him and supported him until he could arrange his escape by sea. The author also reveals some episodes from Stepan’s younger days, when he inspected Palestinians’ papers at a frontier post and had feelings of shame, hatred and fear. Some of these stories and episodes haunt the old man to this day. But Stepan now needs to make a serious decision: he wants to kill his dog because she’s grown too old. As he confronts his own sorrow, he understands the enigma of this teenager and his twilight visits. Hubert Mingarelli is the author of an acclaimed and frequently translated body of work. He has published nearly a dozen novels and collections of short stories, including QUATRE SOLDATS (Seuil), winner of the 2003 prix Médicis. His last novel, L’HOMME QUI AVAIT SOIF, was published by Stock in 2014 and won the prix Landernau and the prix Louis-Guilloux. Under option in Denmark, Israel, Italy and the Netherlands



Arditi, Metin: JULIETTE DANS SON BAIN (JULIETTE IN HER BATH) (Grasset, January 2015 336 pages) Brilliantly mixing police investigation and sociale satire, Metin Arditi paints the portrait of a man with an ambiguous life, torn between success and isolation, talent and ambition, cynicism and humanity. Millionaires don’t always make friends. And renowned art-collector Ronald Kandiotis is about to find out the hard way. After his daughter is kidnapped, he watches his private life suddenly become public... With its backdrop of two famous paintings that share the same name, Juliette dans son bain lures the reader into a riveting investigation that also raises serious questions about generosity, paternity, and the power of the media. Ronald Kandiotis, wealthy magnate and patron of the arts, is invited to appear on the evening news to announce he is donating two paintings to the French state, one by Picasso, the other by Braque, and both bearing the same name: Juliette dans son bain. Immediately after his televised appearance, his daughter Lara is kidnapped. A group named the “Association for the Victims of Ronald Arkady Kandiotis” claims responsibility. Every mysterious message they publish brings with it another real or supposed depraved act he has committed. Two officers investigate the affair. Kandiotis, aka RAK, will have to confront his past, the key to which may be hidden in the two cubist paintings both representing a woman named Juliette. The same goes for his beloved daughter Lara. Is one’s career always built up to the detriment of family and friends? And, perhaps, even of love itself? Born in Turkey in 1958, Metin Arditi lives in Geneva where he was the President of the Orchestre de Suisse Romande from 2000 to 2013. He is the author of several novels: VICTORIA HALL (2004, winner of the Sablet First Novel Prize), LE TURQUETTO (2011, awarded many prizes, including the Prix Jean Giono), LA CONFRÉRIE DES MOINES VOLANTS (2012). Since 2012, he has been a UNESCO Goodwill Ambassador. Foreign rights previously sold for LA CONFRÉRIE DES MOINES VOLANTS: Greek (Patakis)



Amiel, Sébastien: LE GRAND COURAGE (GREAT COURAGE) (Éditions de l’Olivier, April 2015, 224 pages) !



A profound lesson in how fragile and precious life is, one that reminds us to take advantage of every minute we have.
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LITERARY FICTION !



The book draws you in so completely that you can practically feel the sun of Bélisarda on your sking, and Abel’s feelings get inside your own head.



Abel, a young mechanic, is a motorcycle buff, but he has a serious disease, and only a few months to live. When the doctor breaks the bad news to him, he decides to go back to Bélisarda, the village where he was born. Arriving in Bélisarda, Abel finds his family’s house empty; no one knows where his brother has gone. Abel runs into Pierre, an old acquaintance, and they race their bikes like in the good old days. But the disease hasn’t released his grip, and Abel knows his days are numbered. When Abel runs away from the hospital in order to enjoy the little time he’s got left, he gets to know Lisa, who tells him that his brother got out of town after some real-estate deals went bad. Haunted by his past during his stay in Bélisarda, Abel looks back over his life there – how he started drugdealing with his brother, and the incident that explains why he waited so long to get back in touch: years ago, in order to stay out of jail, he informed on his own brother, who wound up doing time. Letting go of his past, Abel goes home, without ever finding his brother, but wanting to take advantage of every moment he has left to live. A novel that intertwines several different topics: disease, regrets and motorcycles. Through the portrayal of a character with great courage, it draws us into a tale in which death stalks every turn. Sébastien Amiel works in civil aviation. His previous books include a short-story collection, PRESQUE ROUGE, and a novel, L’HOMME ARRÊTÉ, published by Éditions de l’Olivier (2009 and 2012).



Azzeddine, Saphia: BILQISS (Stock March 2015 216 papes) !



Azzeddine highlights the paradoxes between sacred texts and current law, and of an impossible love between a fundamentalist judge and the woman he must sentence.



With this book Saphia Azzeddine brings us the eternal story of life under Islamic law. She allows us to hear very different voices: the defendant, the judges and the young American woman reporting on the case who thinks she can change people’s mindsets because she’s a westerner. She has already been judged and sentenced: Bilqiss will be stoned. So why this never-ending farce of a trial? Everyone thinks she is guilty, she has denied nothing. She loves poetry, reading and music, she likes cooking and choosing vegetables, she puts on make-up and wears pretty underwear beneath her burqa. And plenty of other things that these men don’t know. She even adds a few when she is given the right to speak in her defence, she blasphemes and demonstrates a freedom of thought that needs muzzling once and for all. But the judge can’t reach a final verdict. Something is stopping him. The defendant’s fanciful ideas perhaps? Saphia Azzeddine was born in 1979, and her most acclaimed books to date include CONFIDENCES À ALLAH (Léo Sheer, 2008) and COMBIEN VEUX-TU M’ÉPOUSER? (Grasset, 2013). German rights sold (Wagenbach); under Option in Spain “A mind-blowing novel, both in its writing and its passion” Elle



Amigorena, Santiago H.: MES DERNIERS MOTS (MY LAST WORDS) (P.O.L, March 2015, 208 pages) !



This is not a sermon about the mistakes humanity has made; it is a return to enjoying the simple things, even when hope of survival is no longer part of the game.



!



Beautifully written, this poetical text is so truthful that you wind up feeling like the events described in it could actually take place.



Like a Greek tragedy set in the year 2086, these are the last words of one of the last men alive, spoken with the knowledge that humanity is on the verge of extinction... There are only two human beings left on the surface of the earth: an old man about to die, and a young man who’ll bear witness to the end of history. These two survivors contemplate the ruins of humanity. Wars have ended. Thirst and hunger have disappeared. The monsters created by man have slunk away. Perhaps all that destruction was necessary for man to be able to behold the simple beauty of a rose; maybe a man must die in order for him to measure the greatness of what he was.
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FICTION This is not a typical ending: no deus ex machina will save humanity, there are no heroes. It is quite simply the end of the world… but also perhaps the promise of a new one. Santiago H. Amigorena was born in Buenos Aires in 1962. After a first exile to Urugay, he wound up in Paris in 1973. Working as scriptwriter and a filmmaker (among others Quelques jours en septembre and Les enfants rouges), he is also a film critic for Les Cahiers du cinéma. This is his eight novel, all of which have been published by P.O.L



Roudeix, Sandrine: DIANE DANS LE MIROIR (DIANE IN THE MIROR) (Mercure de France, April 2015, 196 pages) !



In a tender, poetical style, the writer describes Diane’s anxiety past and present, as she lives the last moments of her life.



!



There is something so gentle about Diane that you wish you could give her a hug and tell her everything is going to be okay.



!



‘Little girl’, is how Diane addresses herself, in the third person. As we learn about the ‘other her,’ we are touched by her distress, and startled by her hidden schizophrenia.



New York, a summer night, the heat is stifling. In her bathroom, a photographer is about to make a selfportrait. She has to find the perfect setting, settle her Leica, choose the focal length and the shutter speed, prepare the release mecanism… This photographer is the great Diane Arbus, the one who revolutionized the art of photography by taking pictures in the street of unknow people, of nonstandard characters – transvestites, prostitutes, handicapped persons, dwarfs – to show that they were not freaks, but beings of flesh and bloods, feeling the same emotions than the others. That night, Diane seems to be exhausted. She is taking a long time to make this selfportrait, as if she wanted to postpone it, as if it should be the final one... Soon, it will be light. But before, she will have confided in the mirror in which she examines her face, on the verge of madness. She comes back to her childhood, her meetings, her carreer, sexuality, money issues, fear of abandonment... With a rare sensibility, Sandrine Roudeix keeps company to Diane Arbus until the end of the night, in this bathroom which seems to be her last shelter. With patience and attention, she delivers a moving portrait of the artist. Sandrine Roudeix is a novellist and a photographer. She already wrote two novels, ATTENDRE and LES PETITES MÈRES.



Lacroix, Alexandre: L’HOMME QUI AIMAIT TROP TRAVAILLER (THE MAN WHO LOVED TOO MUCH WORK) (Flammarion, March 2015, 176 pages) !



A topic which should appeal to a wide audience.



!



A sharp insight on the corporate world that is both fictional and philosophical



The narrator of this story ‘L'homme qui aimait trop travailler’ (The man who liked work too much) is called Sommer. As the novel begins, this salesman comes across as a typical master of the universe. He plays an important role in a company that sells biscuits. Juggling business meetings, the amorous advances of his curvaceous colleague Marie, his sessions at the gym and the malevolent manoeuvrings of Raymond, his boss, he is in perfect control of the situation. He is so engrossed in his work that his girlfriend Sandra, feeling neglected and fleeing his lack of commitment, leaves him. But Sommer senses that between the selfless commitment to his job and the sheer futility of what he does lie a kind of paradox. Yet he goes on… until a grain of sand starts jamming this well-oiled machine. Satirising the corporate world and the voluntary submission it demands, Alexandre Lacroix’s short novel is also a rewriting of Camus’ The Outsider, the absurdity in this case being focused on absolute devotion to a petty job. Born in 1975, Alexandre Lacroix is the chief editor of Philosophie magazine. After his autobiographical trilogy composed of L'ORFELIN (Flammarion, 2012), DE LA SUPÉRIORITÉ DES FEMMES (Flammarion, 2008) and QUAND J'ÉTAIS NIETZSCHÉEN (Flammarion, 2009), he recently
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LITERARY FICTION published the novel VOYAGE AU CENTRE DE PARIS (Flammarion, 2013) and the essay COMMENT VIVRE LORSQU'ON NE CROIT EN RIEN (Flammarion, 2014).



Poivre d’Arvor, Patrick: UN HOMME EN FUITE (MAN ON THE RUN) (Robert Laffont, March 2015, 252 pages) !



Patrick Poivre d’Arvor returns to the novel, the genre of his greatest triumphs.



Aurélien is a renowned surgeon who spe- cializes in heart defects in children. One morning, he loses consciousness during an operation, which then goes wrong. It is soon discovered that he was very intoxicated. Crushed with shame, dismissed by his clinic, expelled from the national medical associa- tion, and sued by the child’s grandparents, he flees. This drama becomes the harsh indicator of all the pretenses on which his personal life was based, and the start of his adventure. His first destination: a hospital in Bordeaux, where he joins the Red Noses, an organization that dresses up as clowns to improve the difficult lives of sick children. It is there where he meets Isabelle, a young nurse, and Bastien, a little boy with cancer with whom he develops a strong attachment, and it is there where his redemption begins. A longtime news presenter for television, Patrick Poivre d’Arvor has led a joint career as a journalist and writer. He has just finished directing a production of the opera Don Giovanni.



Oster, Christian: LE CŒUR DU PROBLÈME (THE HEART OF THE MATTER) (Editions de l’Olivier, January 2015, 192 pages) !



A detached, detailed style that avoids psychologizing to focus on describing “just the facts”.



!



A police investigation that is really an excuse for musing about notions of seduction, desire and guilt.



!



An disconcerting character, a real detective novel anti-hero.



In his inimitable style, Christian Oster is back with a surprising police investigation that gradually closes in on an elusive accidental killer. When Simon’s wife leaves, he has to hide the body of her lover. First he puts it in the boot of his car, then he decides to bury it in the garden. So begins a game of hide-and-seek with the policeman in charge of the investigation… and a game of seduction with his sister-in-law, Raphaëlle. But he’s a bad loser, and everything will be exposed. LE CŒUR DU PROBLEME draws us into a tale that avoids psychologizing, in which the simplicity of the plot allows the author to explore the ambiguities of human relations. Christian Oster was born in Paris in 1949. He won the Prix Médicis for MON GRAND APPARTEMENT (Minuit, 1999). LE CŒUR DU PROBLEME is his third novel published by Editions de l’Olivier.



Brasme, Anne-Sophie: NOTRE VIE ANTERIEURE (OUR EARLIER LIFE) (Fayard, October 2014, 160 pages) !



The writing style is fast-paced and lively: right from the start, we get inside the narrator’s head as she confides in us. The character is very endearing, both in the chapters about her youth and in the passages about ageing.



!



A composite novel with an interesting dual structure – on the one hand the diary, on the other, the story proper. By drawing us into two parallel eras, it cleverly takes stock of both a career and a life.



!



The author casts light on the act of writing, on why the narrator writes to try to overcome an unforgettable loss and on the need to go back to that dramatic time in order to finally find peace.



A short but lush novel, a moving life story, meditations on writing, mourning, the passing of time and how some wounds never heal. After having burst onto the literary scene with a first novel, RESPIRE (Breathe), at age 17, AnneSophie Brasme is back with a text that displays a newfound maturity. At age 65, Laure Narsan, the narrator, a prolific best-selling novelist married to her publisher, Tristan sits down to write her 18th and final book. In it, she finally reveals her true self, by going back to the events of the summer she turned 20, a summer that would affect her entire life. The author alternates between chapters about Laure’s youth and a diary in which she looks at her life and considers what separates the mercurial girl she was then from the older woman attached to her rituals she is now. She left Paris 10 years ago to live in the country, where she spends her time writing.
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FICTION The summer she turned 20, she met Aurélien and his best friend, Bertier. She fell in love with Aurélien and had a brief affair with him. He died suddenly, leaving Laure and Bertier almost unspeakably sad. Over time, their mourning brought them closer. Because Bertier and Tristan are one and the same person. She decides not to finish this autobiographical novel. In a few months, Tristan will retire, and they will embark on a new life. Anne-Sophie Brasme, born in Metz in 1984, is a professor of literature. Her first novel, RESPIRE, was published by Fayard in 2001 and translated into 15 languages.



SHORT STORIES Quiriny, Bernard: HISTOIRES ASSASSINES (FATAL TALES) (Rivages, March 2015, 240 pages) !



The fantastic, complex and lively world created by Bernard Quiriny is full of surprises. Readers will love getting scared by this wild and wacky place.



!



Twenty sarcastic and inventive, weird and darkly funny tales that bring both characters and even objects alive.



There is a lot of death in these 20 tales – and they’re not always natural ends. But there is laughter, too, and even a sense of wonder sometimes. Welcome to a world where literary critics stab writers in the back – literally. Where enormous butterflies invade apartment blocks. Where psychotics impregnate women with their minds, then turn blue after making love. Where Amazon natives dig holes in the rain forest and gouge their own eyes out during strange ceremonies. Where bankers have forgotten how to count minutes and hours. Where heads sometimes fall off all by themselves. And skeletons skip town. This book delivers the excellence we’ve come to expect from Quiriny, who has made such an impression with his two previous collections of stories. Like a kind of a cross between Alphonse Allais, Marcel Aymé, Borges, Francis Ponge and the Belgian surrealists, the author displays boundless imagination, pairing burlesque moments with phantasm, grotesque ones with tragedy, bitter irony with scabrous fantasy, and all with inimitable skill. Born in Belgium in 1978, Bernard Quiriny has written sci-fi fantasy short stories translated into many foreign languages (CONTES CARNIVORES, Prix Rossel 2008, Prix COLLECTION TRÈS PARTICULIÈRE, Grand Prix de l'Imaginaire 2013), two novels (LES LE VILLAGE ÉVANOUI) and a biography, MONSIEUR SPLEEN, NOTES SUR HENRI (2013).



that have been du Style, UNE ASSOIFFÉES; DE REGNIER



NON-FRANCOPHONE AUTHORS Katri Lipson: THE ICE CREAM MAN (Amazon Crossing, 2014, 244 pagesж original ed. TAMMI, 2012) !



An unusual novel with a singular literary structure



!



The personality of Esther, whose different facets we come to know, and that make her a profound, fully alive personage



!



The city of Olomouc is the geographical center around which all of the character’s lives revolve, and as such, is what brings all the different characters together.



From 1940s Czechoslovakia to today’s Czech Republic, via Sweden, THE ICE CREAM MAN, winner of the 2013 European Union Prize for Literature, draws readers into a disconcerting story where the border between reality and fiction is quite porous. Esther and Tomáš Vorszda, characters on the run from the film THE ICE CREAM MAN, find shelter at the home of a Mrs Němcová, in the Moravian countryside. Their personality is gradually built up into they turn into actual flesh-and-blood people. Esther has a son, Jan, who left Czechoslovakia to live in Sweden. Several years later, Jan’s daughter, Gunilla, goes to live in the Czech Republic, in Olomouc, her father’s home town.
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DEBUT NOVEL There she stumbles across a cache of love between a young woman and a soldier… who will become film characters in turn. Katri Lipson plays skillfully with the codes of narration, turning film characters into real people whose story she tells, turning fiction into reality. Characters step out of a screenplay and live their own lives, to the reader’s great surprise. Katri Lipson is both a doctor and a writer. She has written numerous short stories, tales, poems and plays. THE COSMONAUT, her first novel, published in 2008, won the Helsingin Sanomat First Novel Prize. THE ICE CREAM MAN, her second novel, won the 2013 European Union Prize for Literature. Rights sold to: Estonia (Varrak)



Groen, Hendrik: ATTEMPTS TO MAKE SOMETHING OF LIFE. THE SECRET DIARY OF HENDRIK GROEN, 83 1/4 YEARS OLD (Meulenhoff/2 Seas Agency, Original Language: Dutchб June 2014, 328 pages) Over 25,000 copies sold in Holland, TV rights sold English sample and detailed synopsis available! One of the most successful debut novels of 2014, on a very topical subject. The Dutch publisher Meulenhoff has never received so many heart-warming emails and letters from readers throughout the Netherlands! Also published in large print and audio editions, as requested by many. Hendrik Groen may be old, but he’s certainly not dead yet and not messing about this year. Granted, his daily walks become shorter and shorter because the legs are protesting and he certainly frequents his GP’s office; he’s an elderly, technically speaking. But why would that mean that life’s only about hiding out in a retirement home, drinking coffee and waiting for death to come? In short and honest, seemingly light-hearted diary entries Hendrik Groen takes the reader along for a year full of ups and downs in a retirement home in the north of Amsterdam. On the last day of the year it will be hard to say goodbye to this charming character… Hendrik Groen is a pseudonym. The author doesn’t live in a retirement home himself, but he does write from his own experience. As he always says: ‘Not a sentence is dishonest, but notvvevery word is true.’ Rights sold: Italy (Longanesi, pre-empt), Germany (Piper, pre-empt), Spain (Roca, pre-empt), France (Presses de la Cité, pre-empt), Catalan (Amsterdam), Greece (Patakis), UK & Commonwealth (Michael Joseph/Penguin Randomhouse UK, at auction), Sweden (Wahlström & Widstrand, at auction), Korea (Moonhak Soochup, at auction). “Funny, tragic and sometimes heart rending.” Het Parool “Hendrik Groen is a heart-warming hero.” Trouw “With pungent phrasing Groen takes down life in a retirement home. Both charming and hilarious.” Leeuwarder Courant “Hendrik Groen is king. My mother (78) suffers from dementia. Doesn’t read a newspaper or magazine anymore, only old photo albums can grab her attention for longer than 5 min. Hendrik Groen made her laugh out loud and she was reading for a good half hour in his book.” Ray Kluun, author of Love Life “The tears came streaming down my face. From laughing so hard. I couldn’t stop grinning for three days.” Ouderenjournaal



DEBUT NOVEL Huguenin, Cécile: LA SAISON DES MANGUES (MANGO SEASON) (Héloïse d’Ormesson, January 2015, 176 pages) !



An insightful first novel that is both dream-like at times and a veritable invitation to travel and discover other cultures.



!



Three generations of women with three vastly different lives raise questions about roots and culture and live their lives in a mix of laughter and tears.
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FICTION !



From the staid British Empire to exotic, colorful India via mysterious Africa, this lush novel is bursting with sensorial impressions. Three women, three generations, three continents, three destinies.



Colonial India: Radhika is married off by her father to a British officer, who takes her back to England where he treats her despicably. The birth of their daughter, Anita, only exacerbates his tyrannical behavior. England: Raised in the strict British manner, the little girl nevertheless blossoms in the cocoon her mother weaves for them. After independence, Radhika, oppressed by her husband and nostalgic for her native India, poisons him and returns to India with her daughter. In the plane, they meet François, a Frenchmen who is crazy about India. Anita and he fall in love, get married and have a daughter called Mira, whose skin is the color of mango. In France, Mira, the "quarteroon", grows up torn between her various cultures, and feels like a stranger in her own country. She doesn’t truly feel at home until she goes to Africa, where she assists Laurent, a young French humanitarian, who works for tolerance and against prejudice. But the path is a twisted one and her education is fraught with danger. No one comes out entirely unscathed. Cecile Huguenin, 74, is a retired psychologist and life coach who has devoted her life to helping others. MANGO SEASON is her first novel. “Trois portraits de femmes qui résistent au poids des origines, une perle de sensibilité.” Avantages “Tendre et généreux.” Madame Firago “un enchantement” Page



Cohen de Timary, Éloïse: BABYLONE UNDERGROUND (Serge Safran, January 2015, 218 pages) !



The story of a man who, by changing his identity, his surroundings and his gender, will finally understand who he really is.



!



The characters are lively and likeable, but also profoundly melancholic.



!



A novel full of droll, unlikely and even tragic twists and turns. The atmosphere switches from lighthearted to serious and back again.



From Paris to Buenos Aires via Valparaíso, the wild itinerary of a man who has to take on a new identity – including a new gender – in order to save his family from financial ruin. A novel that leads readers into the weird and wacky world of transvestites and transsexuals. Gaston and his wife can’t stand each other any more, and they are in debt up to their necks. Together they come up with a brilliant solution to all of their problems: fake Gaston’s death and get their hands on his lifeinsurance premiums. So Gaston has to disappear: he becomes Marguerite Schwartz and leaves for Buenos Aires, where he lives amongst transvestites, transsexuals, prostitutes and pimps. This strange, tempting and dangerous world unexpectedly allows him to finally find his true self, and to fall in love with lovely Florencia, a young women who helps transvestites. Yet the fragile balance of Gaston’s life is overturned when Florencia is kidnapped. Gaston manages to rescue her, but then she dies of a stroke. Gaston realizes that it is time for him to go home to France. Éloïse Cohen de Timary’s language is full of panache; she invents a richly off-beat style that suits her subject matter. Her picturesque, colorful writing describes her characters’ lives on the fringe with compassion and humanity. Éloïse Cohen de Timary, born in 1982, is the editor-in-chief of a journal about the economy. BABYLONE UNDERGROUND is her first novel. “Un premier roman virtuose et surprenant.” Livres Hebdo “A la fois tragique, boulversant et drôle, Babylone Underground est un récit pétillant qui bouscule les stéréotypes et les préjugés.” Chickon.fr blog “Une écriture rythmée, tour à tour brutale ou poétique” Livredechevet.com blog



Heureux, GaËlle: UN DESTIN MINIATURE (MINIATURE DESTINY) (La Table Ronde, January 2015, 176 pages) !



Overprotected by his mother, Paul Parc decides, one autumn evening, to run away from home. He drops out of his PhD in economics and, at dinner time, sets off in the direction of the sea.
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DEBUT NOVEL The author follows Paul through his tribulations, infatuations and uncommon encounters. Paul turns out to be a sensible and secret young man. Living in the edge of society, he observes the world around him and tries to find his place. One day, a job offer propels him to a radically different environment, glorifying the performance and « the conquest spirit ». How will this young man with a complete lack of ambition manage this situation? Gaëlle Heureux was born in 1970. Having graduated in law and in psychology, she lives and works in Bourg-en-Bresse. Her book Sanglier noir, pivoines roses (La Table Ronde, 2014) has been awarded the Prize SGDL for Debut Short Stories Collection. Un destin miniature is her first novel. “Un roman tout en finesse.” Le Soir “Qu’il est attachant ce premier roman, au point qu’on a du mal à quitter la plume solaire de Gaëlle Heureux.” Pleine vie “Quel plaisir de lire ce texte qui sort des sentiers battus, premier roman insolite, mené par un héros pas ordinaire ! On s’attache à ce personnage lunaire, on suit ses pérégrinations avec curiosité et une irrépressible envie de le voir vaincre ses peurs.” Version Femina



Merran, Karen: IL ÉTAIT UNE FOIS DANS LE MÉTRO (ONCE UPON A TIME IN THE METRO) (Michel Lafon, June 2015, 300 pages) !



The phenomenal new feel-good book that spent 16 weeks on French Amazon’s Top 10 best-sellers list.



!



A touching novel that addresses the serious subject of homeless people with a light touch.



!



A lovely friendship between two people who have nothing in common.



When a resourceful head of marketing meets a homeless man in the underground, she sets herself a goal: to come up with an original idea that will encourage people to give him a little more money and help him out of the vicious circle he is in – no home so no job, and no job so no home. For the sparkling Maya, the best thing in her daily routine of subway, work and sleep is taking the subway. She loves to watch other passengers and imagine their lives. As head of haircare in the marketing division of Beauty Corp, she also gets ideas for groundbreaking shampoos and lotions in the subway. One morning at Saint-Lazare station, she has a surprising and unexpected encounter when she meets Roger, a homeless man who survives by selling the Guide to Budget Eateries. Maya decides to help Roger by working out a marketing strategy for him. An original, highly moving novel that closely reflects the current feel-good literary zeitgeist! Karen Merran is marketing officer for a haircare product brand. She spends her free time writing. In fact, she began to write in the Paris Metro subway, where her daydreams inspired this first, highly successful novel! “The characters are very likeable and that adds to the intrinsic humor and affection of the story and its naturally philanthropic background.” ELLE



Avit, Clélie: JE SUIS LÀ (I AM STILL HERE) (JC Lattes May 2015, 250 pages) !



A superb first novel for the 2015 Nouveau Talent Award, in the vein of John Green or Anna Gavalda.



Elsa can no longer feel cold, hunger or fear since an accident in the moun- tains left her in a coma. Thibault lost all confidence in the world the day his brother ran over two young girls with his car. One day, Thibault pushes the door to Elsa’s room by mistake and decides to settle in for a nap. She won’t tell on him, not in the state she’s in. But the silence between them feels heavy, even though one of them is in a coma. So he begins to speak to her, without waiting for her to respond. While doctors, friends and family have given up all hope for Elsa, Thibault is slowly building a relationship with her. Is he that desperate? Or has he seen some- thing that they can no longer see? Clélie Avit was born in 1986 and grew up in Auvergne. She went to school in Lyon before becoming a physics and chemistry professor. She is also a dance teacher. Offers from Italie, Germany, Turkey and Netherland
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FICTION Calbérac, Ivan: VENISE N’EST PAS EN ITALIE (VENICE IS NOT ITALY) (Flammarion, March 2015, 250 pages) The first novel of the author of L'Étudiante et monsieur Henri, the revelation of the 2012/2013 winter. This comedy is still performed across France and Germany. When you are fifteen, living in the outskirts of Montargis, your parents a father who is sweetly eccentric and a mother who has been dying your hair blond ever since you can remember, because, apparently, one is more attractive that way, falling in love with the daughter of a conductor seems like a really bad idea. When the damsel in question invites you to come to Venice because she is giving a performance there during the Easter holidays, Italy seems somewhat… distant. This is the story of a child born into an unpredictable, hard-to-pin-down family. This is the story of a first love faced with the absurdities of the adult world. This is the story of an outlandish journey of initiation in which life often catches you off guard, and in which Venice herself, brings everything to a head. Ivan Calbérac is a director (of Irène in particular, which was nominated for the César Award for best first film). A playwright and dramatist, he is also the author of the play L'Étudiante et monsieur Henri which was a major success in Paris and across France (about 200,000 spectators), before receiving the Grand Prix of the French Theatre Academy and being made into a film.



Perrin, Valérie: LES OUBLIÉS DU DIMANCHE (THOSE WHO SUNDAY FORGOT) (Albin Michel, May 2015, 384 pages) !



A whimsically colorful world, filled with kindness: a real feel-good book that will make you laugh and make you cry, like the novels of Agnès Ledig and Katherine Pancol.



!



A touching tale about memory and old age that makes you want to reach out to the elderly and listen to what they have to say.



The beautifully moving encounter between an old woman who cherishes the memory of the love of her life, and a young woman searching for her own past. In a small town, Justine, 21, enjoys her job caring for elderly people in a nursing home. She and her cousin, Jules, live with their grandparents, who took them in after the car accident in which both children’s parents lost their lives. Having found solace in silence, the grandparents refuse to mention the past. So Justine turns to the residents of the nursing home where she works, listening attentively to their memories, and particularly to Hélène’s, whose life story she is writing down. This novel interweaves several narrative threads. Hélène talks about how she met Lucien, the love of her life, who was arrested by the Germans during World War II, and how for years she hoped to see him come home. We also find out Justine’s family’s secret, what was behind the accident that cost her and Jules’s parents their lives. Once Justine manages to reconstruct her own and her parents’ life stories, she can finally allow herself to be loved. Portraying love in all its different facets, this is a real feel-good novel. A photographer and screenwriter, Valérie Perrin works alongside her partner, Claude Lelouch. LES OUBLIES DU DIMANCHE is her first novel.



Kovarni, Liz: 52 INTERDIT DANS LES BANQUES (BANNED FROM BANKS) (Pierre Guillaume de Roux, February 2015, 368 pages) !



The author ran a large company before writing this caustic first novel.



!



The arduous path of an “executive woman” with a wild streak.



!



A funny yet biting description of the world of big business and international finance, with its power struggles on every floor, its big bosses and its perverse system.



Your office hours are filled with a marathon of mind-numbingly useless meetings. Each order trickling down from the top is more appalling than the last. The assassination of your company’s CEO leads to the exposure of widespread embezzlement – and guess who’ll get the blame! Welcome to the world of international banking! An off-beat banking thriller featuring Mia Davis (code name 52), a pure product of the world of business: she’s a heartless professional who’s totally focused on the bottom line. Until the day her colleague resigns. From that point on, she changes radically, rejecting the whole system that used to be her whole life.
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WOMEN WRITING Despite her new ideals, in complete contradiction with those of today’s world of international finance, Mia winds up involved in an affair of assassination, industrial espionage and the cover-up of a huge embezzlement scheme… A lightning-swift sequence of events that lead her to wind up in jail. But the worst thing that happens is when Mia finds out that the father of her children is a banking magnate too… The story has come full circle. The mischievously uncompromising tale of an executive woman in the pitiless world of international banking. Liz Kovarni ran a computing-services company for many years. 52 INTERDIT DANS LES BANQUES is her first novel.



Mougin, Véronique: POUR VOUS SERVER. LES TRIBULATIONS D'UNE GOUVERNANTE CHEZ LES ULTRA-RICHES (TO SERVE YOU. THE TRIBULATIONS OF A GOVERNESS FOR THE ULTRA-RICH) (Flammarion, May 2015, 360 pages) !



A topic that stirs up passion: the intimate world of rich people.



!



A contemporary comedy of manners delivered with talent and caustic humour.



!



A contemporary rendering of Octave Mirbeau’s The Chambermaid.



It is alongside an art-loving, outrageously snobbish Scottish couple in a huge Lubéron mansion in Provence that Françoise took her first steps among ‘the super-rich’. Her profession: governess. Over the years, one house has succeeded another… and so have the personalities that come along with them. As mischievous as she is observant, Françoise recounts how she served all the rich and powerful that France has to offer: refined aristocrats, a hysterical heiress, a fundamentalist one, a polygamous Arab prince, an over-excited businessmen, an epicurean senator… In doing so, she casts a light on the hilarious misfortunes and wide-ranging psychodramas which punctuate the daily humdrum of prestigious families, whether upstairs or downstairs. In this tale of the masters of the world and those who serve them, there is clear evidence that, as the author puts it: “a governess exerts in secret another profession than her official one. Hidden in the background, she observes the rarest specimens of human nature”. As enjoyable as it is informative… Véronique Mougin was born in 1977. Journalist, she has published several essays, including FEMMES EN GALÈRE, ENQUÊTE SUR CELLES QUI VIVENT AVEC MOINS DE 600 EUROS PAR MOIS (Éditions de la Martinière, 2005) and LES SDF / IDÉES REÇUES (Éditions du Cavalier bleu, 2006) as well as a testimony, J'HABITE EN BAS DE CHEZ VOUS (avec Brigitte, Oh Éditions, 2007). POUR VOUS SERVIR is her first novel.



WOMEN WRITING Déborah lévy-Bertherat: LES FIANÇÉS (THE FIANCÉS) (Rivages, April 2015, 224 pages) !



A novel that addresses the themes of memory loss and transformation in an unusual way, by showing how memories can modify someone’s personality or even their identity



!



A book whose wonderfully off-beat world is reminiscent of a fairy tale, a genre that the author pays tribute to by naming each chapter after one of Hans Christian Andersen’s tales.



The latest novel by Déborah Lévy-Bertherat, author of THE TRAVELS of DANIEL ASCHER, immerses readers in a tale of reunited lovers and accidental identity theft. Madeleine, an old woman with a bad memory, thinks she has finally found Max, the great love of her life, who never returned from the Indochinese War. But she’s wrong: René, the elderly man she’s hugging tight in the garden of the nursing home, is someone else. During the war, he was a toy-seller, not a soldier. But René is in love with Madeleine, so he slips into the role she has assigned him, becoming an accidental imposter. He decides to help his lady friend gather together her scattered memories, and the two of them escape from the nursing home. They criss-cross both the Burgundian countryside and Madeleine’s memories, and René will eventually realize that he had actually met Madeleine when he was a little boy.
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FICTION A novel that skilfully intertwines several plot strands: the main one is Madeleine’s life story, but René has a troubling secret: his whole life long, he has been imagining his still-born daughter’s life. Readers also learn about Sister Célestine, who left her family in Burkina Faso to come to France. Déborah Lévy-Bertherat is a professor of comparative literature and a writer. Her first novel, LES VOYAGES DE DANIEL ASCHER was short-listed for the Senghor Francophile and Francophone First Novel Prize. It has been published in English as THE TRAVELS OF DANIEL ASCHER.



Olmi, Véronique: J’AIMAIS MIEUX QUAND C’ETAIT TOI (I WAS HAPPIER WHEN IT WAS YOU) (Albin Michel, January 2015, 134 pages) !



A refined and subtle women’s novel about the pain of passion and the intensity of acting. From a night of rambling to the theatrical ending, the narrative gradually picks up speed, hurtling towards the dramatic farewell scene.



!



A fragile but determined actress incarnates the refuge that the theatre can represent, with its masks and its costumes that can hold reality at bay.



!



A subtly sophisticated writing style, whose pièce de résistance is an inner monologue that rings true.



Just as she’s about to step into the character she’s playing, Nelly recognizes the man who nearly made her lose her mind, sitting in the fifth row. It’s the beginning of a long night of wandering and introspection for the actress, who loses her self-control. In a similar vein as Nous étions faits pour être heureux (We Were Meant to be Happy), romantic passion is at the heart of Véronique Olmi’s latest novel. A woman sitting on a bench in Paris’s East Train Station late at night is looking back over the last day, and how she wound up where she is. A ritual leads Nelly behind a red curtain every night, onto the illuminated stage of a theatre, where she becomes the mater dolorosa in Pirandello’s Six Characters in Search of an Author. But that night, just as the performance was about to begin, she recognizes a man whose very presence is enough to throw her off balance. Although she once loved him passionately, she left him, and tried to wipe him from her memory. The sight of him upsets her so much she collapses and is forced to leave the stage. Véronique Olmi lets us hear the rambling inner voice of a woman who wants to overturn everything. Sitting on her bench, Nelly cleaves the shadows of a night of self-questioning, before she finds the courage to seek out the man who made her suffer so much… so that she can leave him properly this time. By rehearsing her text over and over, the actress offers readers the portrait of a determined woman, while subtly distilling the emotions that carefully express those moments when life takes a dramatic new direction. Véronique Olmi was born in 1962. Dramaturge, actress, writer of short stories, plays and novels, she founded the theatrical women writers festival Le Paris des femmes at the Théâtre des Mathurins. Her novels and plays have been translated into 20 different languages. In 2001, her first novel, BORD DE MER was published, winning her the Alain-Fournier Prize. Ten years later, CET ÉTÉ-LÀ received the 2011 Maisons de la presse Prize. Her previous books published by Albin Michel NOUS ÉTIONS FAITS POUR ÊTRE HEUREUX and LA NUIT EN VÉRITÉ. Rights sold to : Allemagne (Antje Kunstmann Verlag) Under option in: Sweden (Sekwa), Germany (Antje Kunstmann), Italy (Piemme), Lithuania (Baltos Lankos) and Korea (Indebook Publishing). “Véronique Olmi, c’est une petite musique, une langue simple mais qui dit les sentiments et nous touche parla fragilité de ces femmes et de ces hommes voués à se manquer, à s’abîmer, se quitter.” L’Express “Des mots venus du fond, de là où ça fait mal, là où bat sourdement la douleur. Des mots qui parlent à n’importe quel lecteur, à n’importe quel homme. Comme un chant psalmodié.” Le Bien Public “Véronique Olmi excelle à décrire les brûlures du cœur autant que celles du corps. En voilà une nouvelle preuve, baignée d’une douce mélancolie.” Le Parisien



Sizun, Marie: LA MAISON-GUERRE (THE WAR HOUSE) (Arléa, January 2015, 272 pages) !



Marie, a bright, curious child, gives the book a touchingly innocent voice, as well as the insightful point of view of a child confronted with the complexity of the world of adults. This exceptional book portrays a
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WOMEN WRITING person’s emotional connection to a place where they lived, a protected, timeless place: the War House, Marie’s refuge, is filled with hope. !



A lush, descriptive style that appeals to all of readers’ senses, and illustrates how memory works: every memory is connected to an intense color, smell or feeling.



In her latest novel, the War House, Marie Sizun returns to themes she addressed so insightfully in LA FEMME DE L'ALLEMAND and LE PÈRE DE LA PETITE: filiations, war and identity. Readers will be drawn into the life of a little girl separated from her parents during World War II, who has to hide in a house she doesn’t know. Marie, a four-year-old girl, arrives in a house in the suburbs of Paris in 1943. She will live there for over a year, surrounded by elderly people and servants, and protected from what’s going on outside. For her, the war, God and the Jews are just subjects of conversation, vague ideas she’s trying to understand. She’s more worried about why she rarely gets news of her mother. From snatches of conversation, she will gradually come to grasp information about her own identity, and why her mother – a Jewish woman – left her in the War House. Marie Sizun looks at the Second World War from an unusual point of view – that of a child who doesn’t know what war is, nor why she must be separated from her mother and stay hidden in an old house. The author skillfully brings readers inside the character’s mind, allowing them to experience the child’s discoveries about her own identity, life, God and the Holocaust along with her. Marie Sizun was born in Paris in 1940. She won the 2008 Grand Prix littéraire des lectrices de Elle for her novel LA FEMME DE L'ALLEMAND published by Editions Arléa in 2007. THE WAR HOUSE is her eighth novel. “C’est avec une bouleversante tendresse que l’auteur s’attarde sur cette enfant dont le devenir est compromis par les secrets, les non dits et la douloureuse injustice d’une époque marquée par la folie des hommes.” Pays Bigouden en bref “Un bijou de sensibilité et de vérité. Les phrasés quasi musicaux d’une écriture précise et incisive dénouent les fils du passé pour en dévoiler en filigrane un vrai questionnement sur le sens de la vie.” Pays Bigouden en bref



Cannone, Belinda: NU INTERIEUR (INTERNAL NEKEDNESS) (Editions de l’Olivier, February 2015, 142 pages) !



An introspective novel about ageing that offers a subtle analysis of romantic disenchantments and disturbances.



!



Nostalgic for his lost youth, the narrator adopts romantic passion as his new mantra.



!



A sophisticated writing style that pairs elaborate romanticism and the more graphic style of modern eroticism.



Even a resolutely 21st-century man can be caught in a romantic quandarys. Desire guides his instinct for seduction. Unable to choose, he yields to the temptation to analyze his passion, switching between eroticism and a more chivalrous style. Charmer and charmed, a regular Don Juan: the narrator-hero of NU INTERIEUR loves women, and loves love above all. Nearing 50, he becomes introspective, and comes to the bitter conclusion that he’s getting old. His lust for life becoming even more urgent, desire and seduction are his remedies of choice. Already the lover of Une – a Swiss teacher who he sees twice a week for exhilarating nights of passion; a tango class sets his head spinning when he falls for the charms of the lovely Ellénore. Torn by desire, the narrator is a two-woman man who refuses to choose between them, subjecting his body and soul to “internal nakedness” day after day. His situation is also a perfect occasion for a subtle analysis of romantic passion: in an era of sexual liberation, jealousy and passion still tread on each other’s toes. Belinda Cannone, born in 1958, is a novelist and an essayist. She has been teaching comparative literature at the University of Caen Basse-Normandie since 1998. Her novels include L’HOMME QUI JEUNE and ENTRE LES BRUITS (Éditions de L’Olivier, 2006 and 2009) and two auto-biographical volumes, LA CHAIR DU TEMPS and LE DON DU PASSEUR (Stock, 2012 and 2013). “Nous la suivons sans hésiter et enchantés. Quoi de plus naturel dès lors que de succomber à ce court roman?” Psychologies
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FICTION “On est pris dans le tourbillon de ce marivaudage érotique qui conjugue la beauté de la langue à la profondeur de l’analyse psychologique.” Le Progrès “Ce roman réussit le mariage des situations les plus crues et d’un style de haut vol” Marie Claire “Toute en nuances et en emportements” Tageblat (journal du Luxembourg) “Beau et brûlant.” Le Point



Chiarello, Fanny: DANS SON PROPRE RÔLE (IN HER OWN ROLE) (Éditions de l'Olivier, January 2015, 240 pages) Prix littéraire Landerneau 2015 and Longlisted for the Grand Prix RTL Lire! !



A fresh, spontaneous style alternating between the voices of the protagonists, offering their differing perceptions of life



!



A tale of two women who manage to take their lives into their own hands and overcome class barriers of their times



!



A novel that introduces readers to pose-WWII England, on the cusp between tradition and change



In England, shortly after World War II, two broken women meet, and thanks to their brief relationship, manage to reignite the survival instinct that will change the course of their lives. In the English countryside in the 1950s, Fennella, a young servant in an aristocratic house, has become speechless after a traumatic incident. Then she is deeply affected by a letter. Jeanette, a war widow who has lost all taste for life, thought she was writing to an opera singer whose performance moved her, but accidentally sent her letter to Fennella’s mistress. For the young servant, the mix-up is a sign: deeply touched by the letter, she feels close to the widow, whose passion for opera she shares. Fennella writes to Jeanette and they decide to meet. Their encounter is not the start of a long-lasting friendship, yet the meeting is the impetus for each of them to change their lives. Fennella moves to London, where she marries a wealthy young gentleman, and Jeanette goes into service for the famous singer. In the same vein as DOWNTON ABBEY, Fanny Chiarello tells the tale of two independent young heroines who play fast and free with the codes of English high society. Both subtle and relevant, Chiarello’s novel draws readers into the lives of two idealistic young women looking for emancipation who choose to take their fates into their own hands. Fanny Chiarello is a musician and a writer who leads writing workshops. She has written several YA novels as well as novels for adults, and a poetry collection. Her previous books published by L'Olivier: L'ÉTERNITÉ N'EST PAS SI LONGUE in 2010, and UNE FAIBLESSE DE CARLOTA DELMONT in 2013. IN HER OWN RÔLE won le prix Landerneau Littéraire 2015. “Absolument superbe!” Transfuge “L’écriture de Fanny Chiarello est pourtant tout entière habitée par les voix de ses personnages, dont elle rend discrètement sensibles les inflexions, auxquelles s’accorde harmonieusement la propre tessiture de la voix narrative.” Le Monde des Livres



Girard, Eliane: CAMILLE S’EN VA (CAMILLE’S LEAVING HOME) (Buchet Chastel, March 2015, 160 pages) !



The story of Camille, a teenaged girl who hitchhikes across France to broaden her horizons, as well as to grow up and have new experiences.



!



Maryline, her mother, manages to shake off her depression in order to get both her daughter and her own joie de vivre back.



!



Endearing characters (an old lady with a pound cake, a computer technician with a heart of gold, a retired gendarme who gets to play detective again), a tale told with great humanity, and a happy ending. The day she turns 18, Camille leaves home. A novel about running away, and about growing up.



Camille lives with her mother, Maryline, in a mid-sized city in the north of France. Her father died years ago, the innocent victim of a stray bullet. Ever since, Maryline has cut herself off from the world. She can only function thanks to pills, and she keeps her daughter inside with her all the time. The TV, which is always on, has become a stand- in for the real world. But mother and daughter don’t watch the TV in the same way. Maryline sees everything as a threat, and her fear of the world outside her door grows larger every day. For Camille, on the other hand, a reality-TV show offers a window onto the great wide world outside her door, and



Contact: Mrs Anastasia Lester ; Email:[email protected]



35



WOMEN WRITING helps her believe she can make her own dreams come true. On the day she turns 18, fed up with the toxic lifestyle her mother has imposed on her, Camille leaves. She has no friends and hardly any money. But she comes up with a story about herself to tell people, and begins to thumb rides, setting off to discover the world – and herself. A novel that is firmly rooted in the lives of “ordinary people”, CAMILLE S’EN VA also talks about society, generosity and extreme situations, which are nevertheless not hopeless. Eliane Girard lives in Montreuil, on the outskirts of Paris. The author of several books, she is also a producer for France Inter radio and a contributor to a major women’s magazine.



Bertholon, Delphine: LES CORPS INUTILES (USELESS BODIES) (JC Lattes, February 2015, 360 pages) !



How do you survive when you cannot feel the touch of a raindrop on your skin or the warmth of a caress on your body?



!



Clémence has just turned 15 when she is the victim of an assault in the middle of a street by a man with a knife. This traumatic incident will have long term repercussions on her life. To start with, she begins to lose the sense of touch...



At age 30, Clémence is a confirmed bachelorette, solitary and withdrawn. After working as a makeup artist for the cinema, she finds a job with a very particular type of factory that makes life-size, hyper-realistic dolls. The novel alternates between the voices of Clémence adolescent, haunted by the assault that she never dared speak of to her family, and that of Clémence adult, trying to work through the physical and psychological consequences of her past. But life, as always, is full of surprises... Delphine Bertholon is the author of TWIST, L’EFFET LARSEN, of the critically acclaimed Grâce (translated in Russian, Spanish, German and Dutch) and, more recently, of LE SOLEIL À MES PIEDS, all published with Lattès. “A striking, heart-stopper of a book. [...] A pen sharpened by talent and a highly sensitive way with words.” Version Femina “Delphine Bertholon signs an engrossing and absolutely essential novel.” Elle “A story that will hit you in the gut.” Marie-Claire



Icart, Anne: SI J’AI BONNE MÉMOIRE (IF I REMEMBER CORRECTLY) (Robert Laffont, April 2015, 306 pages) From book to book, Anne Icart affirms her “little music”: in a pure and simple style, this talented writer goes right to the heart, tenderly unearthing secrets, sorrows, and joys tangled up in childhood. Guided by an ultra-sensitive writing style, where under the apparent gentleness of the familial cocoon rumbles the violence of emotions, we are pulled into the story of Violette and the Balaguère family. After burning bridges with her mother long ago, Violette decides to come back to live in Tolouse, the home of the Balaguère clan, with her husband and their little boy. There, they dive back into the universe of Violette’s childhood and adolescence, this little world rendered almost exclusively feminine by mistakes and certain life choices. But this little, colorful, warm world is as full of sun- light as it is of silent shadows, those secrets and unsaid things that, a few years earlier, made Violette run away. Above all else, she has a mission: to find her father, whose name she doesn’t even know. On the path of this quest, she will meet Garance, her half-sister... Anne Icart is the winner of the Prince Pierre of Monaco High-Schoolers’ Prize and the “Méo Camuzet” Prize for a First Novel. Her novel WHAT I CAN TELL YOU ABOUT THEM sold more than 50,000 copies.



Becker, Emma: ALICE (Denoel, January 2015, 350 pages) Shortlisted for the 2015 Marie Claire Prize (Best novel by a female writer) Halfway between a novel and a diary, this is the story of the four years of torrid love between Alice and Emmanuel, which is also the story of a man trying to save a young woman from the innocence of her youth. Alice is 21. The finest age, or so they say. But how could Alice, who got caught up very young in the turmoil of her parents’ divorce and is in charge of looking after her two younger sisters, buy such a cliché? Courageously, Alice stands up to her fate: she still shares with her sisters the vast Parisian flat where they lived
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FICTION for years as a family, although it is now full of memories and pictures of a bygone era. At once a shelter and a prison, it is also a platform for freedom. Life finally greets her with open arms. When she meets Emmanuel, who is twenty years her senior, they immediately engage into a sensual game. But against all odds, what was meant to be a light hearted fling soon turns into something more significant. Youthful and carefree, Alice will have to shed her past to grow up and invent her proper sentimental future, and in particular come to terms with her parents’ failure as a couple. But forgiving and forgetting is not that easy... Halfway between a novel and a diary, a book paying tribute to the autofiction genre through the character of Alice, at once fragile, sensual and fierce. A subtle examination of the children of the baby boomers, how they relate to their parents’ sexual freedom and how they set themselves free from it to follow their own path..... Emma Becker is 25. She currently lives in between Paris and Berlin and works on her third novel after Mr and ALICE. Her debut novel, Mr, was an immediate success, translated in 12 countries. Rights sold: Czech Republic (Mlada Fronta) “A smashing second novel (...) Emma Becker is a writer who thrives on desire, seduction, the way bodies attract one another in a perpetual movement.” Technikart “A highly charged novel.” Marie Claire



Wiazemsky, Léa: LE VIEUX QUI DÉJEUNAIT SEUL (THE OLD MAN WHO LUNCHED ALONE) (Michel Lafon, April 2015, 208 pages) !



Great-granddaughter of François Mauriac and daughter of Régine Deforges, Léa Wiazemsky writes for the first time to bring us a stunning intergenerational novel.



!



A sensitive, feminine book in the same vein as Hunting and Gathering by Anna Gavalda.



!



A major media promotional plan.



With Clara, Clément will learn to feel as positive and lighthearted as he was at twenty. With Clément, Clara will learn to forgive (herself) and love. Clara, a young waitress of 27, feels increasingly fond of an elderly man. She is curious about him. All she knows is that he lunches at the same table every Monday and invariably orders the same dishes: leek vinaigrette and stewed beef and carrots. Little does Clara know that the old man – who has been through his share of emotional and physical ordeals in his life – is also curious about her. Beneath the young woman’s kindness and unfailing good humor, he senses a flaw, a secret wound. He is right. Tormented by a guilt she feels because of actions that were not even her responsibility, Clara will not allow herself to be happy. But that might all change as she gets to know Clément, her new, chosen grandfather. A lover of history, literature and the songs of Charles Trenet from a very early age, Léa Wiazemsky, a 35-year-old actor, takes up her pen to tell the moving tale of an unexpected, fateful encounter between a rather lost young woman and a solitary old man. A subtle, moving first novel.



Bassignac, Sophie: COMÉDIE MUSICALE (MUSICAL COMEDY) (JC Lattes 250 pages March 2015) A few days before Christmas, something strange is about to happen in an old building in the heart of Paris, completely paralyzed after a heavy snowfall. Handsome Max is a hyperactive movie prop man plagued by an abundance of tics and obsessions. He shares a disorderly apartment with his cousin Raphael, a hopeless dreamer and gifted craftsman. Their fragile tranquility is about to be shattered by five women determined to help them find happiness: their invasive mothers who are twin sisters; Louise, their cousin from the country who thinks she’s Rita Hayworth; Cécile, a brilliant university professor who takes to the bottle a bit too often and, lastly, Eva, an aristocrat on the run. Each woman finds her own way of breaking the boys out of their cocoon. Max and Raphael will have to courageously confront prejudice, the past and other people’s opinions in this humorous novel that reads like a winter fable.
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CONTEMPORARY UP-MARKET COMMERCIAL TRENDS Sophie Bassignac has written five novels, among which the successful MER AGITÉE À TRÈS AGITÉE. “Sophie Bassignac’s novel have a charm all their own. Her Comédie musicale is a subtile mix of exuberance and languor.” Livres Hebdo



Valérie Clo: LA APPEARANCES)



TYRANNIE



DES



APPARENCES



(THE



TYRANNY



OF



(Buchet Chastel, April 2015, 176 pages) !



In a society where the elderly are treated like royalty and young people are wretched, a young woman rebels.



!



This novel is a clever criticism of our society, in which people tend to adopt such uniform looks, but are always eyeing everyone else jealously.



!



Although the endearing main character is one of the few people who actually questions society, sometimes you want to strangle her for being so right all the time! An original idea: who would have thought that being old and winkled would ever be considered so sexy!



“Most eldery people hate the young. It’s as though we’re lepers, or not quite human. We have to fight for our place, slave away before we can be considered worthy of interest. They’ve forgotten they were in our shoes once, and they don’t want to be reminded. Youth is an accursed and chaotic time, a deadly boring, inbetween state. But youth is so short, when you can live to almost 200.” Imagine a society where old age really is the golden age. Where the past, with its cult of youth, has been wiped from memory. Where nothing good can happen to a person before they’re 40. Where anyone who is able to, willingly spends a fortune to acquire lovely wrinkles and beautiful white hair as soon as they can… After LES GOSSES, LA TYRANNIE DES APPARENCES is a fable that pokes fun at our society and its idiosyncrasies. Valérie Clo lives outside of Paris (92). Her previous novel at Editions Buchet-Chastel: LES GOSSES (2013) sold 5000 copies.



Gans, Valérie: DES FLEURS ET DES ÉPINES (FLOWERS AND THORNS) (JC Lattes, March 2015, 316 pages) !



Julie, a young midwife, tries to rebuild her life while facing the new challenges of family ties.



After spending a year in Africa to escape an abusive relationship, Julie re- turns to Paris and joyfully reunites with her sister Loraine, a florist, Loraine’s chil- dren, and their parents who live in Dordogne. Now an experienced midwife, she soon finds a job at a private clinic owned by Victor Le Crétois who takes her under his wing. Her encounter with Sophie, a friend of her nephew’s, who has decided to become a surrogate mother in order to finance her studies, troubles Julie’s new- found contentment. Will her relationship with Victor, twentyfive years her senior, be enough to bolster her confidence? Will she be able to help Sophie as she struggles with the dilemma of surrogacy? In this very modern novel, the independent sequel to Le Bruit des silences, 316 pages that discusses the consequences of same sex marriage and “the right” for eve- ryone to have a child, Valérie Gans depicts with tenderness men and women of our time on the road to what they hope will be happiness. Journalist with the Figaro Madame, Valérie Gans is the author of several novels translated in numerous countries, among which, LA VIE CRUMBLE, 2000; L’ENFANT DES NUAGES, 2009; and LE BRUIT DES SILENCES, 2013.



CONTEMPORARY UP-MARKET COMMERCIAL TRENDS Zocchetti, Vanessa: LES CRIRES (WRY TINGS) (Calmann Lévy, March 2015, 184 pages) !
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The unfettered and off-beat imagination of an author who has created a sordid fantasy world
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The narrative is full of symbolical flying beasts, like flies and birds, which assault the narrator, hampering her movements and wounding her



!



In the manner of Amélie Nothomb, this is a disturbing, provocative author whose books are anything but feel-good novels.



In her latest novel, LES CRIRES, Vanessa Zocchetti flaunts her signature fierce style and phantasmagorical images that readers were introduced to in CROC-EN-JAMBE. In this new book, Zochetti proves that she’s as unique and bold as ever! A woman novelist hasn’t written anything for several years. Her editor convinces her to leave Paris to find the peace and quiet she needs to write. So she moves into her family’s isolated country house, where she tries to concentrate on her work and forget the complications of her life in Paris. But nature and the people in the closest village gradually come to seem threatening, as if they mean to do her harm. A wicked, ogre-like neighbor holds her captive, and makes her pregnant. She will write non-stop for nine months, throughout her pregnancy, before giving birth to a work that disappears, in the shape of a baby who dies of malnutrition. Vanessa Zocchetti is a journalist and a writer. Her novels CROC-EN-JAMBE and EQUARISTIE were published by Editions Julliard.



Griessinger, Marie: ON RECONNAIT LE BONEHUR AU BRUIT QU’IL FAIT EN S’EN ALLANT (YOU RECOGNIZE LOVE BY THE NOISE IT MAKES WHEN IT LEAVES) (Albin Michel, March 2015, 123 pages) !



In simple words without a trace of pathos, the author explores the sense of helplessness people feel when confronted with the slow but inexorable loss of someone they love.



!



A text that manages to describe with great beauty a disease that is affecting more and more people.



!



A story in which only love comes out unscathed.



They say love conquers all, but sometimes sickness wins. As she watches her father fade away, a daughter tells the moving tale of her parents – who loved each other deeply until death did them part. Jean-Michel suffers from Lewy Body Dementia: he has trouble speaking and moving, and seems to be trapped inside his own body. Years ago, as a young oceanographer, he fell madly in love with a Polynesian woman. Although she was already married and had two children, she left everything for him, as he did for her. The couple would have a daughter. Deeply affected by her father’s illness, the daughter narrates this tale, in which she reminisces about her happy childhood, as she watches helplessly as her father drifts away. She goes all the way back to her parents’ first meeting on a Polynesian beach, describing the love that would unite them to the end, and even beyond. Marie Griessinger’s childhood was spent in Tahiti and Guyana. After having worked in Paris, first in law and then as an advertising copywriter, she now lives in Belgium and devotes herself to her writing. This is her first novel.



Peyrin, Laurence: LA DRÔLE DE VIE DE ZELDA ZONK (THE SURRISING LIFE OF ZELDA ZONK) (Kero, May 2015, 400 pages) !



You’ll laugh and you’ll cry with these charismatic, lively characters.



!



Thoughts about the meaning of life, and about getting a second chance that will appeal to women of all ages and will make them want to breathe a bit of magic into their own lives.



Hanna’s encounter with Zelda, who is 85, has a profound effect on the younger woman, after a terrible accident, gets a chance to step back and think about what she really wants out of life. Hanna lives in a village in Ireland with her husband Jeffrey and her niece. A car accident puts her in the hospital, where she realizes that she is lucky to be alive. In the convalescence home, Hanna gets to know Zelda Zonk, her roommate, an upbeat and cheerful old woman of 85, who spends most of her time doing embroidery. As time goes by and they talk about their lives, a deep friendship gradually grows between the two women, leading Hanna to think about what she really wants out of life. Is she truly happy with the life she lives? Hanna eventually becomes convinced that Zelda is actually Marilyn Monroe, since Zelda Zonk was one of the movie star’s pseudonyms. As she explores Zelda’s life story, she’s really looking for herself. An affair with Michael, Zelda’s sexy and
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CONTEMPORARY UP-MARKET COMMERCIAL TRENDS unfettered son, will change her convictions. What kind of life does she really want? Hanna winds up moving to New York with Jeffrey and giving birth to Michael’s daughter, while respecting his need for freedom. Zelda dies before Hanna can figure out her secret… but in the end, does it really matter? Laurence Peyrin wrote for the press for 20 ans. With six mostly teenaged children, she now devotes her time to fiction, isolating herself daily to write.



Benchetrit, Samuel: CHIEN (DOG) (Grasset, March 2015 288 pages) !



In this new, caustic novel, Samuel Benchetrit tells the story of a man’s metamorphosis into a dog. With its Kafkaesque overtones, this cruel social parable will leave no reader unscathed.



An honest man, who is incapable of telling a lie or even fathoming the depravity of others, is kicked out of his house by his wife. She claims she has become allergic to him. He therefore leaves his home and his son, whom he loves more than anything else in this world. The boy, however, is completely indifferent to him. As an antidote to his solitude, he buys a dog, a leash, plastic toybones, a bag of dog biscuits, a foam dog house, and a set of training lessons. But, just as they’re leaving the store, his unlucky new companion slips away from him and is run over by a bus. With the little money left in his pocket, the man takes refuge in a roach motel. With ultimately nothing better to do, and no other perspective in his life, he goes to the training lessons he bought for his deceased canine pal. Without an animal to tame, the trainer invites him to play the dog. Thus begins the slow metamorphosis of this “man without qualities” into an animal. This novel reads like a tender, cruel and tragicomic tale on the condition of contemporary man. Samuel Benchetrit is a novelist, screenwriter, theatre and film director, as well as an actor. In 2008, he notably directed I Always Wanted to Be a Gangster (winner of the Best Screenplay Award at the Sundance Film Festival). He is the author of RÉCIT D'UN BRANLEUR, LE CŒUR EN DEHORS (winner of the 2009 Prix Eugène Dabit du roman populiste) and his CHRONIQUES DE L'ASPHALTE, a series of autofiction novels of which three volumes have already been published. Rights sold for past works: German (Aufbau Verlag), Chinese (China: Shanghai 99 Reader), Korean (Munhakdongne), Spain (Anagrama), Hebrew (Keter), Italy (Neri Pozza), Dutch (Meulenhoff).



Baqué, Joël: LA SALLE (THE FLOOR) (P.O.L, February 2015, 256 pages) !



The main detestable, cynical main character, who is unusually ambivalent, all the way to the end.



!



The author was inspired by real people in creating the credible and character of the trader, who is not a caricature.



!



The book uses the theme of high finance to explore the border between virtual and real money.



A trader has been embezzling funds without anyone realizing it, but a financial scandal may expose his dealings. Readers will discover a strangely ambivalent character in this novel that toys with social values. LA SALLE, a novel that is written in the second person, follows the story of a cynical and terribly solitary trader who avoids the internal controls at the bank he worked for in order to engage astronomical sums in unauthorized trades. Oddly, he doesn’t seem to be trying to making himself rich. LA SALLE is inspired by actual events, but it isn’t a roman à clef. Its goal is to take advantage of the full novelistic potential of the trader’s character and situation. Born in 1963 in Béziers, Joël Baqué lives in the Paris area. Self-taught, he discovered literature late, and devoted himself to poetry at first. He now writes in a range of forms. His first novel, L’AIRE DU MOUTON, was publishedin 2011.



Van Cauwelaert, Didier: JULES (Albin Michel, April 2015, 285 pages) !



A moving story that portrays all sorts of emotions – both human and canine!



!



An unusual way of looking at the world – through the eyes of a blind woman who gets her sight back.



!



A highly successful writer who knows what he’s doing.
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FICTION Alice is going to get her eyesight back, and it will change her life: on the one hand, she falls in love “at first sight” with a man who sells pastry, but on the other, she’s going to have to give back her seeing-eye dog, Jules. For Jules, his beloved owner’s recovery is a nightmare. He feels useless, and becomes depressed. Alice has no choice but to give him up. But Jules’ new owner beats him, and the dog runs away, making his way back to the last person who was good to him, Zibal, the pastry vendor. With Jules guiding him, Zibal, who is in love with Alice, will travel to Normandy to find her and to bring Jules back. But once the excitement of being reunited has passed, the cycle begins again – Jules feels useless and starts to become depressed again. Then one morning, as they are out for a walk on the beach, Jules saves an epileptic child from drowning. The child’s health improves thanks to Jules’ companionship, and Zibal and Alice go off to enjoy their blossoming love. A story about the intensity of the connection between a human being and a seeing-eye dog. Didier van Cauwelaert’s writing has achieved huge popular and critical success. Winner of the Del Duca, Nimier and Goncourt Prizes, his most recent books, Les témoins de la mariée and La femme de nos vies, won the 2013 Romancières Prize and the Messardière Best Beach Book Prize. His novels have been translated around the world.



Stoléry, Lionel: LES IRIS JAUNES (THE YELLOW IRISES) (Anne Carrière, March 2015, 300 pages) !



A reader-friendly way to explore the world of psychiatry and the complexity of both our brains and our memories



!



The dialogues make the story very lively, the ending is totally unexpected,



!



A book strongly inspired by the work of Stefan Zweig.



When a stranger starts sending Madame de Saint Fulgent yellow irises, she doesn’t realize that she’s only half crazy. Her doctor enlists the help of a psychiatrist to try to recover the repressed memories that are at the root of her problems. Madame de Saint Fulgent is receiving flowers from a stranger, but she’s actually delivering them to herself; a man rings her doorbell to assess her paintings, but she never called for an appointment; then one day, she confesses: she is the culprit in her boss’s murder! Her doctor and a psychiatrist are keeping close tabs on Madame de Saint Fulgent. They even hire an actor in an attempt to help her recover the traumatic events from her past that are wreaking havoc on her now. She hasn’t actually killed any one, but her memory is playing tricks on her to distract her from deeper wounds: her husband’s suicide after his publishing house failed; her father, who turned Jews in during the Nazi occupation of France in order to steal their possessions; and above all, her mother, who murdered her sister in front of her eyes. Told by the doctor, this patient’s story makes us consider our memory’s potential, its secrets, and what it may be hiding from us even now. Lionel Stoléru is best known for his writing about the economy and about music. Although the doctor, a classical-music buff, will be familiar to the author’s faithful readers, with its colorful characters and its focus on psychoanalysis and memory, this book is a radical departure.



Guyard, Alain: LA SOUDURE (WELDING) (Le Dilettante, April 2015, 224 pages) !



An unusual take on theft, presented as a way of easing the conscience of possessors, who are caught in the web of consumer society



!



The omnipresence of literature and philosophy, subjects that influence the characters and help them to grow and develop



!



The values of “Ryan’s Merry Men,” thoughtful burglars who stay true to their friends and who have a highly developed sense of honor and humanity
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CONTEMPORARY UP-MARKET COMMERCIAL TRENDS Ryan and Cyndie are deeply in love, but they can’t make ends meet to have a child. Their desperate situation will lead the young man to turn into a sort of urban Robin Hood, and to form a gang called Ryan’s Merry Men. Ryan, a young jack-of-all-trades, meets Cyndie in his gypsy friend Rambo’s dump. A shared fascination with welding creates a bond between them: they fall in love and decide to move in together. But the couple soon realizes how hard it is for them to make ends meet; in desperation, Cyndie tries to kill herself. That’s when her boyfriend slips into delinquency, and becomes a politicized thief. With the help of a shady lawyer and a group of gypsy scrap dealers, and inspired by both Jean Jacques, the captain of a boat in dry dock, and by his favorite authors, Homer and Heraclitus, he starts a gang of burglars who steal from the rich in order to get by. The gang stand by hms through all sorts of ordeals: a friend’s betrayal, a car chase with the cops, and prison. Alain Guyard has come up with a unique style for his slang-filled book, which is both very oralsounding and highly literate. The style suits the characters and their tale to a T, and its humorous side keeps the plot from getting too dramatic. Alain Guyard is a writer and a philosopher. He gives conferences in a motley bunch of unexpected places, like prisons, hospitals, clinics and dance halls. He writes novels, plays and non-fiction. LA SOUDURE is his third novel.



Condé, Maryse: METS ET MERVEILLES (DISHES AND DELIGHTS) (JC Lattes, April 2015, 300 pages) Man Booker Prize 2015 When I have guests in my home for the first time, I always make the same remark while serving dinner: “You are going to love this! I can’t be sure I’m a good novelist but I do know I’m an excellent cook.” No one ever laughs. I think deep inside my guests are shocked that I can compare cooking and literature. This book is how and why I do just that. This is a delectable journey through words and cuisine where Maryse Condé explores why cooking has always been so important in her life as a novelist. How do these two gifts, writing and inventing recipes, coexist, influence and enrich each other? We discover a life of passion, curiosity and generosity both at her writer’s desk and at the kitchen counter. Condé remembers the intoxicating spices and smells of the food of her childhood. Since then, she has never ceased to explore cuisine from around the world, each voyage an opportunity to enhance her creativity. She discovered new tastes and rejoiced in the treasures of local food markets and supermarkets, as rich in clues to the soul of a people as its libraries and museums. Maryse Condé is the renowned author of a considerable number of works, among which: SÉGOU, TRAVERSÉE DE LA MANGROVE, EN ATTENDANT LA MONTÉE DES EAUX... After a long teaching career at Columbia she now shares her time between Paris and Gordes.



Bramly, Carmen: HARD DE VIVRE (LIFE IS A PIECE OF WORK) (JC Lattes, January 2015, 300 pages) !



The story of a group of friends brought together by tragedy.



There were six of them at the party that night, aged between 16 and 22, when a girl died of an overdose beneath their eyes. It’s a horrific way to become friends and a frightening way to enter adulthood. Things become even more compli- cated when the friendship between Sophie, of multiracial origin, Johannes, a handsome psychology student, and Pop, with literary aspirations, gradually turns into a love triangle.... With its aimless wanderings, tough lessons and hardships that only a wild yearn for life can overcome, HARD DE VIVRE is a Sentimental Education. Carmen Bramly, age 20, majors in literature in college. Her previous novels, PASTEL FAUVE in 2010 (translated in Italian, Spanish, Chinese, Vietnamese, and Turkish) and SUPERFRAGILIBUS in 2011 were published with Lattès. “Carmen Bramly continues to portray her generation through a group of disoriented characters.” Livres hebdo
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FICTION Lœvenbruck, Henri: NOUS REVIONS JUSTE DE LIBERATE (WE JUST DREAMED OF FREEDOM) (Flammarion, April 2015, 450 pages) !



A great novel which reminds us of The Body by Stephen King, a novella which resulted in the film Stand by me



!



L'Apothicaire (2011) sold 30,000 copies; Le Mystère Fulcanelli (2013), 15,000 copies.



In Providence, life was hard for Hugo, a.k.a. Bohem. Expelled from his former high school, he reluctantly moved on to another school where he met Freddy, Chinaman and Snoop. This inseparable trio would soon be reinforced by his arrival. Thanks to those who he, at once, considered as his brothers, Bohem invented an alternative family for himself. Freddy, his ideal twin brother, showed him how to ride a motorbike. After a few unruly antics and a jail sentence, Bohem decided to set out on a bike trip: the gang followed suit. Along the way, they founded a biker’s club of their own and lived out all sorts of adventures, one of which would cost the Chinaman’s life. Years went by, the club got bigger and Bohem was back on the road, but this time by himself. When he returned, everything had changed. Bohem would understand that freedom comes at a high price. A lesson that tragically, he would learn not from society but from his own friends. A coming-of-age story inspired by American literature and road movies, this book paints the portrait of a young man, Bohem, a champion of youth enthused by freedom, justice and brotherhood. Henri Loevenbruck puts all the vitality of his writing at the service of this ‘American-flavoured’ novel, both fraternal and thrilling. Henri Loevenbruck was born in 1972. He is the author of numerous crime stories and esoteric novels which have won wide acclaim in France and abroad, including LES CATHÉDRALES DU VIDE (Flammarion, 2010) and L'APOTHICAIRE (Flammarion, 2011). He has long studied American literature and understands the United States as an insider.



Mosconi, Patrick: ON NE JOUE PAS AVEC LE DIABLE (DON’T MESS WITH THE DEVIL) (Calmann-Levy, February 2015, 224 pages) !



A hard-hitting road novel pitting manipulation and humiliation against love and death, blurring the lines between good and evil and a novel of suspense, worthy of Anglo-Saxon crime fiction, in which the survival instinct is played out against the multiple facets of love.



Twice a year, the mysterious Michaël Turner travels the coasts of France. From casino to palace, the businessman is addicted to playing games – head games in particular. One of his favorites: to get beautiful and preferably serious-minded women to fall for him, only to push them into bed with his chauffeur, Rachid. This ultimate insult reinforces his conviction that everything can be had for either a price – or an illusion. When the limousine rental agency informs Rachid that Turner has put in yet another personal request for him, Rachid is thrown into a state of panic: He has fallen madly in love with Elena and is convinced his girlfriend would be furious if she found out about their little trysts. He is in for a rude awakening, however, when Elena’s scooter “accidently” hits the millionaire’s Bentley: She has decided to try her hand at Turner’s perverse little game – and to win! Meanwhile, Turner is being watched by a bemused Martin Condé who can’t quite figure out what the bizarre trio is up to. As things between Elena and Turner heat up, and manipulation aside the sparks are obviously real, Rachid is unable to accept the truth. Novelist, screenwriter and painter, Patrick Mosconi is the author of over twenty works, most published with Gallimard, including LOUISE BROOK EST MORTE, MÉLANCOLIE and LE CHANT DE LA MORT. He is an emblematic French novelist who surfs between “écriture blanche” – writing that is white, blank or neutral – and the roman noir. The present dramatic yet carefully polished novel effortlessly blends the two styles.



Monette, Denis: LES DÉLAISSÉES (THE NEGLECTED) (Librex September 2012, 456 page) Montréal, Moncton, Toronto and Halifax – four cities, four romantic conquests by former history professor Ludger Vallin. Four women who were promised heaven and earth and eternal devotion, only to be suddenly, shockingly, left high and dry. Distraught, humiliated and utterly heartbroken, each of these women is



Contact: Mrs Anastasia Lester ; Email:[email protected]



43



BIOGRAPHICAL & HISTORICAL NOVEL subjected to the pain and grief of rejection by the man who held their heart in the palm of his hand and crushed it in one fell swoop. They are left with a single word on their lips, “Why?”: a simple yet plaintive question that echoes in the reader’s mind. This is a page-turner that will keep you reading and guessing until the very end, from acclaimed author Denis Monette who has been delighting fans for 35 years. With over half a million copies sold of his bestselling titles, Denis Monette is one of the most widely read novelists in French Canada. Rights sold: French Canada book club (Québec



Despentes, Virginie: VERNON SUBUTEX (Grasset, January 2015, 340 pages) !



Virginie Despentes returns in top form, offering readers a new and captivating immersion in underground culture.



!



With its short chapters, Vernon Subutex is a page turner that is as addictive as any excellent TV series.



!



The author of APOCALYPSE BÉBÉ and KING KONG THEORY STRIKES AGAIN, this time inventing the postmodern picaresque novel.



As a former record store owner, Vernon Subutex is one of the last survivors of a dying world. Many of his friends are dead or have left Paris. All except for Alex Bleach, a popular singer and the last person from his group of friends who can still help him pay his bills. One evening, Alex Bleach films himself in Vernon’s apartment high on coke. A few weeks later, he dies of an overdose. Vernon is evicted from the apartment he has lived in for ten years. He has no other choice but to have different friends put him up, without anyone really being able to help him. Vernon quickly finds himself to be the target of both a treasure hunt and a manhunt. Several people – a producer, a director, a biographer, a female private detective, a pornstar, a young woman in a hijab – are looking for Vernon to get their hands on the exclusive rushes of Bleach’s crazy will. But Vernon is unaware that he is being tracked down. Since he has no money, he has been hopping from apartment to apartment on the couches of ex-rockers. Every flat he stays in reveals a new life, and every life sends the reader to a brand new universe, until the different threads are woven together to form the patterns of a vast tapestry that pulls the reader through the looking glass. Among other books, novelist and filmmaker Virginie Despentes is the author of BAISE-MOI (1993, adapted for the screen and codirected with Coralie Trinh Thi), LES JOLIES CHOSES (1998), TEEN SPIRIT (2002), BYE BYE BLONDIE (2004), and an account KING KONG THEORIE (2006), all published by Grasset. She received the Prix Renaudot for her last novel, APOCALYPSE BÉBÉ (Grasset, 2010). Rights previously sold for APOCALYPSE BÉBÉ: German (Berlin Verlag), English (UK: Serpent’s Tail, US: Feminist Press), Bulgarian (Colibri), Danish (Tiderne Skifter), Dutch (De Geus), Finnish (Like), Hungarian (Libri), Italian (Einaudi), Portuguese (Sextante), Romanian (Trei), Swedish (Bonniers), Czech (Host)



BIOGRAPHICAL & HISTORICAL NOVEL Bernard, Michel: LES FÔRETS DE RAVEL (RAVEL’S FORESTS) (La Table Ronde, January 2015, 176 pages) !



A well documented narrative, carried by a delicate writing, which shows the reserved man and genious composer in the context of the First World War and the Golden Twenties.



!



An immersion in the artist’s creative process, his precise and sensible observation of the world around him.



Maurice Ravel is famous for his music but what did inspire him, this what answer Michel Bertrand, goign back to the first world war and the role played by the musician. In March 1916, not long after having composed his Trio en la majeur, Maurice Ravel joins the army as a volunteer and goes to Bar-le-Duc, then to Verdun, near the fighting area. He is 41 years old. As an ambulance driver, he is in charge of transfering the soldiers crushed by the German offensive to the field hospitals. Michel Bernard captures him at this turn of his life and follows him diring his difficult return to the civilian life.
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FICTION Through a vibrant description of the man and of the artist, he imagines how « the enormous front’s concerto » never stopped echoing in the Maurice Ravel’s soul. Michel Bernard is the author of MES TOURS DE FRANCE (L’Âge d’Homme, 1999, La Petite Vermillon, 2014) and of Comme un enfant, a biography of Charles Trenet (Le Temps qu’il fait, 2003). Since the publication of LA TRANCHÉE DE CALONNE in 2007, awarded the Prix Erckmann-Chatrian, he has published at La Table Ronde La Maison du docteur Laheurte (2008, Prix Maurice Genevoix), LE CORPS DE LA FRANCE (2010, Prix Erwan Bergot de l’Armée de Terre) and POUR GENEVOIX (2011, Prix Grand Témoin de la France Mutualiste 2013). “Une langue superbe, riche, généreuse.” Le Figaro littéraire “Le texte de Bernard transporte d’un bout à l’autre avec sa finesse, sa mélodie et sa lumière.” Livres Hebdo “La beauté d’une langue est peut-être le plus fort d’une lecture quand, comme c’est le cas avec le nouveau roman de Michel Bernard, elle saisit puissamment dès les premières lignes. Il y a quelque chose d’éminemment classique et délicat dans l’écriture de cet auteur discret qui, dans son dixième livre, fait revivre magnifiquement le solitaire Maurice Ravel, dans le quotidien des années du début de la Grande Guerre, et dans l’épaisseur de sa trajectoire, dont tous les secrets n’ont pas été livrés.” La Croix “En cette année commémorative du centenaire de la Grande guerre, on pouvait redouter une certaine lassitude en abordant un nouveau texte évoquant cette période. Crainte balayée en quelques pages par la prose aérienne, gracile et syncopée de Michel Bernard, qui sonne comme un écho des œuvres de son personnage central : le compositeur de génie Maurice Ravel.” Présent “Sur les bonheurs et tragédies intimes du musicien, on ne saura rien. Et pourtant, on pénètre peu à peu comme chez soi dans sa demeure solitaire de Monfort-l’Amaury. Pas besoin de psychologie, de dialogues pour se sentir proche. Le style infiniment rare et musical de l’écriture fait ici le lien. Magique.” Télérama “Dans une très belle prose française qui rivalise avec la musique et se moque des modes, Michel Bernard raconte la Grande Guerre du compositeur et son difficile retour à la vie civile.” Le Nouvel Observateur



Lévy, Thierry: ROSE (Plon, January 2015, 400 pages) !



The extraordinary life of Rose Nathan-Lévy, a Jewish woman who converted to Catholicism, a woman who decided to become a lawyer and to keep her independence and her freedom.



!



The destiny of a bourgeois French Jewish family through the dramatic events of the 20th century.



!



A fascinating novel based on rigorous historical research, which raises insightful political issues and examines the concepts of a “nation” and a “people”.



In this biographical novel that spans the 20th century and reads like a historical saga, Thierry Lévy narrates his mother’s family’s past. The Nathan family feels much more French than Jewish: the father raises his sons with the idea that sacrificing oneself for the sake of the nation is a noble goal. And so the eldest joins the Army as soon as the war starts, in the summer of 1914; the middle brother is crippled in the trenches, and the youngest son is part of the Occupation forces in post-war Germany. But it is the youngest child – Rose, who is always first in her class – who is most sensitive to the complications of belonging to both the French nation and the Jewish people. In describing Rose’s evolution from child to adult, Thierry Lévy also reconstitutes the evolutions of French society and its mores from the First to the Second World War, offering us a lushly detailed biographical novel grounded in in-depth historical research. Thierry Lévy, born in 1945, is a defense attorney and the son of Paul Lévy, founder of the weekly newspaper Aux Écoutes.



Tourneur, Michelle: CRISTAL NOIR (BLACK CRYSTAL) (Fayard, January 2015, 288 pages) !



An inside peek at the life of a fancy French restaurant and the artistry of a top chef who reinvents his cooking every day.
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BIOGRAPHICAL & HISTORICAL NOVEL !



The novel’s backdrop is the Crash of 1929. The post-war Paris setting is brought to life by such real-life characters as fashion designer Paul Poiret and bookstore owner Sylvia Beach



!



The character Pearl, an energetic and independent young American woman who decides to break her engagement out of love for Charles-Henri



Late 1920’s Paris: Pearl, an American photographer, is fascinated by both the cooking and the personality of Charles-Henri, an extraordinary chef. A powerful love grows, granting them unshakeable faith in life’s possibilities. Paris 1929, chef Charles-Henri Chelan owns a restaurant, the Paquebot (The Ocean Liner), which he founded with a friend of his, a war buddy. One of his most faithful customers is Pearl, a young American woman who is doing an illustrated book about Parisian cuisine for an American publisher. Other characters also enter in their circle: a maître d'hôtel/pianist, an American bookstore owner, a cheerful grocer and others. They are all looking for their place in the world, and the deep ties they weave help each of them evolve as they reflect upon the meaning of life. Pearl and Charles-Henri gradually fall in love and learn to trust each other. CRISTAL NOIR is both a love story and an ode to Paris and the atmosphere that reigned amongst artists and musicians there in the 1930s. Michelle Tourneur introduces us to characters who have faith in existence and who dedicate their lives to beauty, and lifestyle, despite the ordeals that history has thrown in their way. Michelle Tourneur is a novelist and a scriptwriter. She won the 2013 Tour Montparnasse Prize for her book LA BEAUTÉ M'ASSASSINE. “Ce roman est un hymne au désir opiniâtre de ceux qui permettent à la beauté de survivre aux brutalités de l’Histoire.” La Gazette “Il y a une vivacité dans l’écriture de l’auteur, qui rend à merveille l’urgence des situations.” Page “Michelle Tourneur orchestre un peuple virevoltant d'esthètes et de gourmets, passe des cuisines d'un grand restaurant aux étals des Halles avec une assurance gourmande. Ses personnages, étrangers attirés par la Ville Lumière comme des papillons, viennent y puiser leur énergie créatrice pour dessiner le visage d'une ville follement séduisante.” Le Figaro Littéraire



Lapouge, Gilles: LA BATAILLE DE WAGRAM (THE BATTLE OF WAGRAM) (Pierre Guillaume de Roux, November 2014, 320 pages) !



A masterful style that plays with temporality and alternates between narrative rhythms: the historic pace of battles and war and the more intimate one of characters’ feelings and emotions.



!



The characters’ portraits are painted à la Dickens: their physical and psychological features illuminate their being.



!



The author brilliantly intertwines a wide range of genres, history and fiction, love and war, his own characters and ones borrowed from other novels, and more.



In a similar vein to THE CHARTERHOUSE OF PARMA and THE HORSEMAN ON THE ROOF this coming-of-age novel brings the era of the Napoleonic Wars alive through the story of a young man who will discover battles, friendship and love. Vienna 1797: Otto is studying botany and entomology, and feels unconcerned by the wars that are turning Europe into a bloodbath. Yet by chance, he winds up first in a battle and then in jail for poking fun at the emblem of the Austrian empire. Joining a regiment is his only way out. He falls in love with Duchess Clemence of Saxe-Salza, the beautiful, bellicose young wife of a Duke, and becomes her officer. Their liaison offends those around them, and is hindered by the comings and goings of his regiment, which is constantly on the move to repel Napoleon’s assaults. Their love ends tragically: Clemence’s husband assigns Otto to a regiment of Saxon cavalry that has gone over to the French emperor, and he must go into battle against his Austrian friends in his mistress’s regiment. Gilles Lapouge’s novel is based on a true event. The Battle of Wagram actually did oppose two regiments belonging to a couple whose political alliances led them to clash on the battlefield. In this elegantly streamlined plot, the battle is both political and amorous: the spouses declare war against each other in every sense of the term. Gilles Lapouge, a French writer and journalist, is a key figure in French literary life. He has participated in several television programs alongside Bernard Pivot, and contributed to Le Monde, Figaro Littéraire and La Quinzaine littéraire, among others. His BATAILLE DE WAGRAM, won the Deux Magots Prize when it was published, in 1986; and he won the Animals’ Goncourt for his book L'ÂNE ET L'ABEILLE, published in 2014.
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FICTION de Cortanze, Gérard: LES AMANTS DE COYOACAN (THE LOVERS OF COYOACAN) (Albin Michel, February 2015, 336 pages) !



The author manages to bring Frida Kahlo’s passion and lust for life alive on the page through her relationship with Trotsky, as well as through her painting



!



A colorful atmosphere radiates from this book, which makes readers want to learn more about the art world and Mexico and to rub shoulders with this fascinating clique.



Leon Trotsky and Frida Kahlo’s unlikely but passionate affair in 1930s Mexico, which is brought to colorful and exciting life. 1937: Leon Trotsky and his wife, Natalia, are forced into exile in Mexico. They are welcomed into the home of the painters Diego Rivera and his wife, Frida Kahlo. The novel describes the encounter between these four important figures, particularly the budding friendship – and brief but passionate affair – between Frida Kahlo and Leon Trotsky. We follow the career of Frida Kahlo – a strikingly talented artist and a woman who suffered from her tempestuous marriage and her inability to bear children – as she comes into her own as a major artist, including her travels to the USA and Europe. We also read about the last years of Trotsky, who would be assassinated in Mexico in 1940, and how that loss affected Kahlo. The author highlights the idyll between Frida Kahlo and Leon Trotsky, using it as a vantage point to observe two notable figures of the early 20th century. Author and speaker, with many books, articles and conferences about Latin America and the Spanishspeaking world, Gérard de Cortanze is a recognized specialist in the life and work of Frida Kahlo. Albin Michel has published his FRIDA KAHLO PAR GISELE FREUND (2013) as well as FRIDA KAHLO, LA BEAUTE TERRIBLE (short-listed for the 2011 Prix Femina).



Ferrier, Forian: UNE SAISON DE GRANIT (A SEASON OF GRANITE) (Plon, April 2015, 250 pages) !



The theme and setting of this book make it something of a cross between THE GUERNSEY LITERARY AND POTATO PEEL PIE SOCIETY and VIPERE AU POING or POIL DE CAROTTE.



!



Published in the L’Histoire en roman (historical novel) collection, the author portrays a slice of history through the eyes of a 17-year-old girl.



During the German Occupation of France, a 17-year-old French girl will experience many upheavals: discovering her family’s secret, hiding an English aviator and finding love. Léonie is a 17-year-old girl who has to go back to live with her parents when the city of Rennes, where she was at boarding school, is bombed. She resents having to return to the little island of Saint Kristen where she feels like a prisoner of her mother – a violent woman who Léonie hates. Her father, a handicapped WWI veteran, can’t do anything to protect Léonie from her tyrannical mother. Once back on the island, the teenager realizes that a family secret could explain the hatred that has poisoned her mother’s existence, and decides to try to find out what it is by questioning the inhabitants of the island. One day, she witnesses an air battle, and saves Andrew, a British parachutist who has been wounded. She hides him, brings him food and helps him escape the island. She also learns about love from him. Her relationship with Andrew helps her grow into the young woman she hopes to become. At the same time, she finally discovers her parents’ secret: she is actually the daughter of her father’s brother – who her father killed when he found out that he was planning to run away with his wife. Léonie’s mother hates Léonie, because she reminds her of her great loss. Having understood that allows the young woman to free herself from her family ties. She decides to go to England to find Andrew when the war is over. A war-time saga that blends history with a more personal tale. Florian Ferrier works in animation and advertising. His NAOTAL trilogy was published by Magnard Jeunesse in 2003/2005. Seuil published L’ANGE DE SAINT PRIVAT and ILE FANTOME POUR AMES PERDUES in 2007 and 2009. At Sarbacane, he wrote the script for HOTEL ETRANGE, a an Angoulême Festival prize-winning comic book. He has also written two YA novels for Plon, CREATURES (June 2011) and LE HUITIEME CONTINENT (June 2012), which was short-listed for the prestigious Incorruptibles Prize. This accomplished YA and comic-book author has now written a masterful first novel for adult.
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BIOGRAPHICAL & HISTORICAL NOVEL Fontenaille N'Diaye, Elise: BLUE BOOK (Calmann-Lévy, January 2015, 200 pages) !



The stunning writing style is at once literary and accessible, poetic and reserved. Readers will forget almost immediately that they are reading about an actual historic episode as they are carried away by the narration.



!



A very successful blend of historical non-fiction and literary creation: the protagonists – actual historical personages – are as fully developed as fictional characters in a novel.



!



The themes are absolutely up-to-date: the book addresses racism and European colonizers’ need for redemption.



This novel takes us to the heart of a dark page of German history – the brutal colonization of southwest Africa. A strong subject that reads like a novel thanks to Élise Fontenaille N'Diaye’s brilliant writing. In the late 19th century, a troop of German colonists grabbed land in West Africa. With the arrival of the Germans, the locals are mistreated, and any attempt to rebel ends in bloodshed. Soon whole villages of natives are deported to nearby Shark Island, where the people waste away from hunger, mistreatment and forced labor under the callous eye of the German soldiers. When southwest Africa is abandoned to the British, the latter look into the Germans’ atrocities, which the British can use for propaganda purposes in their own colonies. Enter Major Thomas O'Reilly, the military magistrate who compiled natives’ eyewitness accounts into a “BLUE BOOK.” This is the real-life hero the author wished to pay tribute to: thus the novel ends with some harrowing excerpts from the actual Blue Book. The novel addresses political, scientific and military aspects of this chapter of colonization. A poignant tale made into a stunning novel, it generates a troubling sense of realism. Elise Fontenaille N’Diaye was born in Nancy and has worked as a journalist. She is the author of numerous novels, including LES DISPARUES DE VANCOUVER published by Grasset, which received the 2010 Prix Erckmann-Chatrian, LE PALAIS DE MEMOIRE published by Calmann-Lévy as part of the 2011 Rentrée Littéraire and MA VIE PRECAIRE published by Calmann-Lévy in 2012. “Elise Fontenaille N’Diaye fait là un vrai travail de mémoire. Et mieux que cela, puisqu’elle donne un existence à un drame que nous avions failli ne jamais connaître.” Paris Match “La fiction se fond dans les informations qu’elle tire des archives, rendant la lecture aussi haletante que celle d’un polar.” Libération “Elise Fontenaille-N’Diaye a exhumé un massacre que l’Histoire a longtemps occulté.” Page



Huet, Philippe: LES ÉMEUTIERS (THE RIOTERS) (Rivages, April 2015, 288 pages) !



A suspense-filled story in which characters and situations are introduced gradually.



!



A historical novel that is very well-researched, in terms of both the time and the place.



!



The characters – many of whom are real people – really come alive on the page.



A darkly realistic socio-historical tale in the tradition of Émile Zola, exposing a 1920s event that is not widely known, but was nevertheless important to the workers’ movement in France. In Le Havre, a huge working-class city known as “Paris’s Seaport”, the situation has been tense since the Durand Affair, a blatant miscarriage of justice in the trial of a dock worker. The trial, which is emblematic of the bosses’ methods, has been nicknamed the “Poor Man’s Dreyfus Affair”. Using the difficult economic situation as an excuse, steel industry bosses unilaterally decide to lower salaries by 10%. The real reason is that they are trying to spur a rebellion they will have to quell, in order to make of Le Havre a dissuasive example for labor movements across France. The strike leaders understand that, and are careful to organize irreproachable actions. But agents provocateurs are at work. An honest, ambitious but disillusioned young journalist who has recently returned from the Great War is covering the events for the local press. Faced with a wall of money and cowardice erected by industry bosses, politicians and press magnates, he will have to choose sides. The guest-star in this historical novel, Louis-Ferdinand Destouches, aka Céline, helps the strikers out by volunteering his medical services. By the end, he is obliged to acknowledge the bitter truth: the workers’ struggle has been in vain.
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FICTION A political novel that uses a historic episode to describe, with great subtlety, the tremendous upheaval created by the passage from a world inherited from the 19th-century to one of unbridled capitalism and political compromise. Philippe Huet, born in Le Havre in 1942, was a reporter. In 1989, he resigned from his position as vicedirector of the newspaper Paris Normandie to devote himself to a literary career – sometimes in tandem with his wife, Elizabeth Coquart. His work includes non-fiction, biography, and detective novels. He received the 1995 Grand prix de littérature policière for LA MAIN MORTE (Albin Michel, 1994).



Nohant, Gaëlle: LA PART DES FLAMMES (THE FLAMES’ SHARE) (Éditions Héloïse d'Ormesson, March 2015, 560 pages) Paperback rights sold to: Le Livre de Poche, France !



Female characters struggling to find a way to find their place and to make something of themselves, despite the codes of high society at that time.



!



An author who skillfully intertwines fiction and reality, in a style reminiscent of Alexandre Dumas.



!



A novel based on actual historical events and real characters: the Charity Bazaar Fire, the early days of psychoanalysis, and the Duchess of Alençon



Inspired by an actual historical event, the Charity Bazaar Fire of 1897, Gaëlle Nohant has written a novel that draws readers into the lives of three women of the Parisian aristocracy whose lives are overturned by the tragedy. Paris, 1897: All the high-society ladies are getting ready for THE spring event: the Charity Bazaar. Everyone wants to volunteer at a stand and be seen. Among them are two high-ranking women who don’t usually participate in the social whirl: Violaine de Raezel, who has been rejected by the society ladies since the death of her husband, and Constance d'Estingel, a pious and altruistic young woman. When a fire breaks out in the bazaar, the catastrophe will seal the two women’s fates. Constance, deeply affected by the accident and physically marked by the fire, will gradually emerge from her traumatized state thanks to Violaine’s friendship and determination. Gaëlle Nohant has written a well-documented and well-written historical novel with something for everyone. A clever and enjoyable blend of history and romance that provides fascinating information about the era. Gaëlle Nohant is a scholar and a writer. LA PART DES FLAMMES is her second novel.



Patricot, Aymeric: J’AI ENTRAINE MON PEUPLE DANS CETTE AVENTURE (I LED MY PEOPLE INTO THIS) (Anne Carrière, January 2015, 250 pages) !



A historical, social and “colonial” novel rolled into one; it portrays relations of social and racial domination during the period of independence in a region that we know little about.



!



The complexity of economic, social and political success as seen through the eyes and impressions of a man whose fate is intricately tied to that of his island.



!



Willie incarnates the fate of both his island and his people: the rise and fall of both the man and the nation are inextricably intertwined.



On Nauru, a Pacific island nation that really did go through an unprecedented economic boom followed by a devastating bust, we meet Willie, whose fate follows the same path as the island’s: his rise from poverty to power is followed by a dramatic fall. As a young man recently arrived in Nauru from the Philippines, Willie gets a job at the island’s biggest company: the NPC – the Nauru Phosphate Corp. – which mines the island’s key resource, phosphate, intensively. With a boost from the era of pacific decolonization and the support of his friends and family, Willie soon rises to the highest ranks – first in the NPC, then in the government of the newly independent nation. But unable to make up for the losses caused by the island’s dwindling phosphate reserves and the resource’s tumbling prices, Willie can only watch helplessly as the whole structure he created crumbles – as does his family and his friendships. Attacked by his old enemies, he becomes addicted to amphetamines and antidepressants and winds up dying alone, on the very beach where he first landed 50 years earlier.
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COMMERCIAL FICTION Aymeric Patricot writes both novels and essays. He was born in 1975. His earlier books have been published by Flammarion, Léo Scheer, Gallimard and Plein jour. “Aymeric Patricot donne une traduction puissamment romanesque, pleine de souffle et de sombre beauté, aux questions les plus brûlantes de notre temps.” L’impartial



Teulé, Jean: HÉLOÏSE, OUCH! (HÉLOÏSE, OUILLE!) (Robert Laffont, March 2015, 352 pages) In the year 1118, the famous theologian Pierre Abelard is asked by an influential canon to complete the education of his rav- ishing niece, Heloise. Possessing a flawless reputation, Abelard has but one love: dialectics. But Heloise’s irresistible charms are about to make him discover a previously unknown dimension: mad love, whatever the price to pay. The greatest logician of his time and his young brilliant student thus let themselves be carried away by a passion beyond all rationality. Jean Teulé is one of the best-selling authors in France known for his historical novels, including THE SUICIDE SHOP and THE LAWS OF GRAVITY.



Calmel, Mireille: UN DERNIER BAISER AVANT LE SILENCE (ONE LAST KISS BEFORE THE SILENCE) (XO, May 7, 2015, approx 300 pages) !



The last and final volume that masterfully ends Mireille Calmel’s saga about Eleanor of Aquitaine and Richard the Lionheart.



1204: John Lackland, who holds absolute rule over England, decides to erase every memory of his brother, the illustrious and deceased Richard the Lionheart. One woman, however, remembers. Eloin Rudel, the high priestess of Avalon, who was his hidden companion and the mother of his children. Concealed in the heart of the Broceliande Forest with her daughter and hounded by John as a witch, she is determined to reveal the truth about her dealings with Saladin, the legend of the Holy Grail, her encounter with Merlin, John’s plots and the death of Richard. A testimony that brings new and unexpected light to the events as written by her mother, Loanna of Grimwald. A testimony that might just be her last chance of survival against John, at a time when, in Fontevalt, the great Eleanor is trying to perpetuate Plantagenet rule by marrying her granddaughter Blanche de Castile to the French heir.



COMMERCIAL FICTION Curiel, Jonathan: LE CLUB DES PAUVRES TYPES (THE LOSERS’ CLUB) (Fayard, March 2015, 320 pages) !



Smart, cynical and funny, the author infuses the narrator with his own sarcastic view of married life.



!



An efficient, modern caricature of ambitious young white Parisian executives that makes them appear both pathetic and familiar.



!



An absurdist element inspired by Boris Vian and the urban spirit of David Foenkinos



Portraits of well-off young Parisian executives who are totally clueless as boyfriends, husbands and fathers, and who decide to start a club to help each other out. Paul, Julien, Eric, Bastien and other thirty-something men can’t handle their personal relationships. Overwhelmed by their wives or girlfriends’ demands – and those of capitalist society (they all have well-paid jobs in various corporations), they decide to band together in order to reassert themselves and to flaunt their virility. Terribly clumsy and emotionally handicapped for the most part, they overcome repeated failure by sticking together. Paul, the main character and narrator, goes through a difficult period with Claire (moving in together, crisis, taking a break to think about things), but everything works out in the end. A veritable survival guide for couples, this thoroughly enjoyable and liberating novel decrypts modern male-female relationships.
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FICTION Jonathan Curiel is 34. A graduate of ESSEC with a Master’s in Economics from Sciences-Po Paris, he worked for the UN in New York for two years. He is director of content for the television station Paris Première, and the author of a previous novel published by Fayard, GENERATION CV (2012).



Sels, Véronique: VOYAGE DE NOCES AVEC MA MÈRE (HONEYMOON WITH MY MOM) (Calmann-Lévy, January 2015, 197 pages) !



This invitation to travel through the land of our collective imagination – the American West, with its big old cars – is a hilariously therapeutic and high-spirited book.



!



A sparkling, original and off-beat book that intertwines adventure, love and humor, and resolves the Oedipus complex with exaggerated irony by literally “killing” the mother.



Bringing your mother on your honeymoon is rarely a good idea. Anne and Raphaël have to cope with the fallout until a mysterious hit man shows up. On their honeymoon, French newlyweds Anne and Raphaël are traveling around the American West… along with Anne’s mother, who has been depressed since her divorce. This awkward threesome is pushing Anne to the edge of a nervous breakdown. That’s when she meets Dan, a hit man who offers to get rid of her mother and save her marriage, for a price. Although Anne turns his offer down, Dan shows up at every step of their journey. He kidnaps Anne’s mother, but she drives him crazy too. In the end, Anne’s mother is killed in an accident in the Grand Canyon. The couple can finish their honeymoon in peace, before going home to France. Years later, a recently divorced Anne moves in with her daughter and her daughter’s boyfriend for a little while. Out shopping one day, she runs into Dan, who asks her to get into the car. Anne knows her time is up. Has Véronique Sels invented a new defender of love? Ad-agency executive Véronique Sels’ two previous novels are LA TENTATION DU PONT and BIENVENUE EN NORLANDE (Genèse Editions ).



Guillon, Arnaud: TABLEAU DE CHASSE (TROPHIES) (Héloïse d’Ormesson, January 2015, 208 pages) !



Women readers will enjoy the main characters’ musings about life, their search for lost time and their nostalgia for happier days



!



The author draws us quickly into the heart of a tale that we enjoy without suspecting the dramatic ending, which stays with us long after we close the book.



Manon and Éric start an affair that is morally dubious and offends people they are close to. They don’t realize all the revelations and problems it will stir up, and how much trouble it will cause. Having lived together for four years, Manon and Vincent, a couple of 30-something Parisians, have clearly fallen out of love. One weekend at Vincent’s parents’ home, Manon finds herself wildly attracted to Eric, an old friend of the family. The attraction is mutual, and they soon begin a passionate affair. When Vincent’s mother finds out, she begs Eric to end the affair. Desperate to convince him, she reveals a terrible secret: Vincent is actually Eric’s son, conceived during a one-night stand. Eric refuses to give Manon up, and she leaves Vincent. Things get even more complicated when Vincent’s mother is run over by a bus. At her funeral, Vincent realizes that Manon and Éric are together. A short time later, Vincent’s father, who has been deeply affected by the death of his beloved wife, comes across a first draft of a letter in which she confesses that Eric is Vincent’s father. In a murderous rage, he grabs a gun, storms to his friend’s apartment and shoots blindly through the door, then turns around and leaves. A few hours later, he learns that he has in fact killed his own son. He has lost everything – his wife, his son and his best friend, who will never forgive him. The unexpectedly dramatic ending reminds readers that life is double-edged: not only ephemeral, but often treacherous, too. Arnaud Guillon has written several novels, including ECUME PALACE, published by Arléa, which won the 2000 Roger-Nimier Prize. “D’une écriture précise et délicatement nostalgique, l’auteur signe une élégante variation sur un thème rebattu.” La Gazette “Une écriture sensuelle sans jamais être mièvre, raffinée mais simple.” Le Parisien Magazine
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COMMERCIAL FICTION “Arnaud Guillon n’a cessé de prouver qu’il est maître dans l’art du feutré, de la demi-teinte. Derrière la petite musique se cache le drame.” Livres hebdo “Un dénouement dont l’issue impensable laisse le lecteur sans voix.” Page “Une incontestable réussite romanesque.” Le Parisien



Duval, Chloé: LE TEMPS VOLÉ (STOLEN TIME) (Bragelonne, February 2015, 207 pages) !



Switching between past and present, this search for a lost romance is told in a light-hearted tone that never strikes a false note.



!



A romantic comedy that will make you believe once again that love never dies.



Can a letter from a stranger change your life? Flavie, an author of romance novels who is sentimental to the core, cannot help being won over one day when she receives a mysterious letter addressed to someone else… along with an apology from the Post Office for the 43-year delay in delivery! Who is this Amélie the letter is addressed to, and who is the anonymous man desperately trying to persuade her to give up everything to come live with him? Did he manage to contact her? Did she ever see him again? Despite all the obstacles standing in her way, Flavie is determined to reunite the pair and have her happy ending. To her surprise, Flavie’s quest to locate these two strangers leads her towards the one person she had lost all hope of ever finding… Like a cross between Jojo Moyes and Amélie Poulain, this is an utterly refreshing novel. What’s not to love about Flavie, and endearing character who fights for love and never gives up? As a little girl, Chloe Duval dreamed of knights slaying terrifying dragons and saving damsels in distress. Today, her own stories continue to seek the sweetness and enchantment of the fairy tales she absorbed as a child. A Frenchwoman by birth, Canadian by choice, and Québecoise in her heart, Chloé lives in Montreal with her prince charming and dozens of characters jostling around inside her head. Rights sold to: Random House Bertelsmann



Fansten, Jérôme: MANUEL DE DRAMATURGIE À L’USAGE DES ASSASSINS (DRAMATURGICAL HANDBOOK FOR SCREENWRITERS AND ASSASSINS) (Anne Carrière, February 2015, 474 pages) !



The conceit of having two endearing and detestable main characters and giving them a single identity creates a wildly exciting adventure.



!



Readers are drawn into the craziest situations, but the plot is so well-constructed that you can’t help thinking that it all makes sense and could actually happen.



When twin brothers share a single identity, it gives them the perfect opportunity to kill someone they hate… while the other provides ‘the entity’ with the perfect alibi. Jérôme Fansten is a screenplay writer, a novelist, a drug dealer and an assassin, but above all he is ‘the entity’: a single person who is actually two twins, since their mother only registered one child. For years, the brothers have shared everything from work to girlfriends, and when one is being Jérôme, the other has to stay home. Thirty years after they were born, they finally find a purpose to their lives: vengeance! Five men raped their mother: one of them is necessarily their father. From there on, they take turns being the killer or the alibi. But things begin to fall apart: one of the brothers is really losing it, even going so far as to suggest that they get rid of their pregnant girlfriend. By setting fire to their home, the other brother can kill his twin and escape the drug dealing, so that he can live happily ever after with his girlfriend and their baby, and finally becoming the one and only Jérôme Fansten. Jérôme Fansten, born in 1974, was a graphic designer before becoming a screen writer, and is currently busy working on several feature films. Editions Anne Carrière published his previous novels, Les Chiens du paradis and Les Chiens du purgatoire.
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FICTION Lemieux, Anne: LES RETRANCHÉES (THE HOME FRONT) (Serge Safran, February 2015, 281 pages) !



A brilliant family saga that looks at heredity and the deliquescence of male identity.



!



Five generations of women who make radically different choices but who are all marked by the absence of one elusive man.



!



A novel that draws readers into the flow of time, with a century of weddings, births, wars and disappearances.



At the time of his death, in 1919, Captain Vernet knows he’ll never really die. Because back in the provincial city of Angers, his wife and daughters will enter into an endless period of mourning that will keep his memory alive for generations...` Spring 1919, Jeanne and her three daughters beging mourning their husband and father, Captain Vernet. Deprived of a normal childhood and youth by a period of mourning that lasts 7 years, as was the custom then, Louise, Elisabeth and Mathilde are also deprived of normal mourning, because of their mother’s unspoken belief that her husband will someday return. And so the house of women will gradually create a fictional male figure composed of absence and presence, life and death. The girls will all get an education; one will use hers, the others won’t. They will marry for love, for the sake of propriety or out of despair. And they will have children to whom they will unconsciously transmit the curse of the fictional man. Their sons won’t know how to become men, finding no support from the fathers their mothers chose for them; while their daughters will find it hard to strike a balance between women’s emerging liberation and their expectation of a virile hero. In this family that is haunted by the events of the century, the same pattern seems destined to repeat itself endlessly, until a woman of the fourth generation finally decides to break the pattern, to lay her ancestors to rest so that the younger generations can finally live their lives fully. Anne Lemieux, now a professor at ENS Lyon, has written several books about different literary legacies, particularly the legacy of romanticism in contemporary Germany. She has translated numerous art books and edited La Mode au XXe siècle for Somogy. After Only you, in 2004, THE HOME FRONT is her second novel.



Bréau, Adèle: LA COUR DES GRANDES (GROWN-UP GIRLS COPE) (JC Lattes 350 pages April 2015) !



Four friends living in Paris who want it all: a husband, kids, friendship and a rewarding career.



Mathilde juggles her executive job with the schedules of her two young sons while battling constant guilt. Alice is assistant-manager of a popular restaurant and is having a hard time getting over her recent separation despite the support of her teenage daughter. Lucie is extremely wealthy and the mother of a large family. She is obsessed with protecting and preserving her couple’s happiness. Eva, a free- lance journalist, dreams of becoming a mother. From their high school diaries to their overbooked agendas, these working moms are now, whether they realize it or not, all grown-up. Day care, school, food- shopping, babysitters, sex, career, sick children, first wrinkles and ageing bodies occupy all their time. Ever since they said I do, it’s all they can do to keep their insane whirlwind lives under control. In a romantic comedy-flavored Paris, at the cusp of their forties, four expert multitaskers laugh, explode, struggle, text, love and hope... Adèle Bréau published with Éditions Leduc JE DIS ÇA, JE DIS RIEN ET 200 AUTRES EXPRESSIONS INSUPPORTABLES (more than 10 000 copies sold). LA COUR DES GRANDES is her first novel.



Bréau, Adèle: LES JEUX DE GARCONS (BIG BOYS’ GAMES) (JC Lattes, June 2015, 350 pages) !



A spiritual and humorous trip through the world of men that confirms what we already know intuitively: men and women truly live on separate planets.



Mathilde, Alice, Lucie and Eva opened the door to the girls’ side with Grown- up Girls Cope where we followed their hectic, tumultuous lives over a year. But what about the men who have linked their destinies to theirs?
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COMMERCIAL FICTION Fred, the grouchy chef who is secretly in love with Eva; Max, lost in his role of father and husband and confused about life in general; Christophe, who appears so perfect and sure of himself; Vincent and his mysterious disappearan- ces; Adrien, in full-blown mid-life crisis; and Jacques, the stranger of a one-night stand... What can we really know about them if we only hear what their women say? And what do they actually know of their women? In a society undergoing profound mutation where men so rarely confide their feelings, what will they reveal about themselves? Adèle Bréau has made them the heroes of this new novel, the sequel of GROWN-UP GIRLS COPE (April 2015).



Halter, Marek: FATIMA (Robert Laffont February 2015, 352 pages) !



Following the success of Khadija, “the anti- dote for Islamophobia” which sold over 50,000 copies, Fatima traces the life of Muhammad’s daughter during the rise of the Quran in the Arabian Peninsula.



At age thirteen, Fatima adopts the role of protector of her father, and in accompanying him in her search to spread Allah’s word, she starts on an adventure full of assassination attempts, raids, battles, sieges... Presenting a young woman overflowing with courage and tolerance, Fatima’s story offers an excellent example of the significant influ- ence of women at the birth of the third monotheistic religion. Persuaded that “vio- lence starts where speech stops,” Marek Halter encourages interreligious dialogue across all of his books. The third volume of the trilogy, Aïcha, is to follow in June 2015. A Polish Jew who spent part of his childhood in the shadow of muezzins in Uzbekistan, Marek Halter has long attempted to bring together representa- tives of the three monotheistic religions and to reconcile Jews and Muslims. Published by Robert Laffont, his trilogy WOMEN OF THE BIBLE was extremely successful.



Goetz, Adrien: LA NOUVELLE VIE D'ARSÈNE LUPIN (THE NEW LIFE OF ARSÈNE LUPIN) (Grasset, April 2015 306 pages) Arsène Lupin is one of France’s most popular fictional characters. This half-Robin Hood, half-Don Juan is La Belle Epoque’s most elegant of gentleman thieves. For Arsène Lupin, robbery is a jeu d'esprit... After being invented by Maurice Leblanc in 1905, he was to be found in countless books and films throughout the world. It is therefore not surprising that Adrien Goetz – whose skill in the genre of police comedies needs no introduction – wanted to pursue his adventures by adapting them to the third millennium. Delicious. The year is 2015. Arsène Lupin is back. After all these years, he has not lost any of his elegance or irony. Adrien Goetz resuscitates him for seven back-to-back fast-paced adventures where we see the renowned burglar rob social networks, plunder the databases of the virtual world, steal original manga drawings, tackle global warming with great generosity, and return the real Mona Lisa to France during an exhibition in the Emirates. There are also other characters invented by Maurice Leblanc... The young Beautrelet, his rival, has become a genius biologist who toys with cellular mutations. The dangerous Joséphine Balsamo, who has converted to radical feminism, is now interested in genetic mutations. Lest we forget the ridiculous Detective Herlock Sholmes and Inspector Gallimard (now Gallimarion...) trying to track down Lupin, whom everyone believes is dead, but who is actually improving the French Republic by invalidating the new President’s campaign bank accounts. Adrien Goetz is an art historian and critic, as well as a lecturer at the Université de Paris-Sorbonne. He writes in several periodicals and is the editor of Grande Galerie, le Journal du Louvre. He has published six novels with Éditions Grasset, among them the series of suspense novels with INTRIGUE À L’ANGLAISE (2007), and INTRIGUE À GIVERNY (2014). Rights previously sold for past works: Chinese (complex: Azoth Books), Danish (Arvids Forlag), Russian (A-Team), Czech (Host), Ukrainian (ECEM Media).



Monfils, Nadine: MABOUL KITCHEN (CRAZY KITCHEN) (Belfond, February 2015, 288 pages) !
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It’s not easy to escape from an asylum. But for Granny Cornemuse, nothing is impossible...
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FICTION With the help of handpicked nut jobs, Granny is dreaming big: she wants to open a palace in SaintAmand-sur-Fion. After marrying the owner, a lonely old man she met in the asylum, she spends her honeymoon in Etretat for its “charming” cliffs. Now widow and heir, and owner of a domain with a team of crazy people and a very weird chef, the old broad puts into motion a con to finance the renovation of the house that is falling apart. Her strategy to rip people off? Arrange a miraculous sighting of the Virgin Mary to draw crowds. But the miracle Granny’s looking for is to collect enough money to pay for a makeover that would blow Pamela Anderson out of the water. Her relentless goal? Seduce Jean-Claude Van Damme. Nadine Monfils has published over a dozen novels with Belfond most notably LES VACANCES D’UN SERIAL KILLER (2011) with over 100,000 copies sold which Neri Pozza published in Italian.



Foster, Emma: PÉCHÉS EXQUIS (EXQUISITE SIN) (Bragelonne, February 2015, 133 pages) !



A novel idea: here it’s the submissive one who initiates her partner into the game of domination.



!



The viewpoint alternates skilfully between the male narrator and the woman’s diary entries.



!



A real page-turner of a plot, and an open ending that leaves readers impatient for the sequel.



Adam has everything anyone could hope for – except that his broken heart won’t heal; love and desire have deserted him… Until he meets a mysterious woman who lures him into a dangerous game of seduction. Adam is handsome, intelligent, wealthy… and terribly lonely. Heart-broken since his divorce from a famous actress, he refuses to maintain any prolonged relationships and contents himself with the services of escort girls to accompany him at society events. One evening, he meets a bewitching, independent young woman, who is totally unlike his usual partners. After a brief exchange, she invites him to join her in a hotel room. But this beautiful stranger is no call girl: she’s a wounded woman who can only experience carnal relations as a form of pain, a way of expiating her sins. Adam gets caught up in this game of domination in which feelings are theoretically banned. But who is she really, and is this just a game to her? Then one day everything falls apart, when he receives compromising photos of the two of them… Emma Foster started off teaching literature to teenagers, before turning to translation and writing. Her addictions include coffee, sausages, Candy Crush, Jane Austen, romantic comedies where the leading actor’s first name is Hugh, and Scottish accents.



Roy, Nathalie: LA VIE SUCRÉE DE JULIETTE GAGNON (THE SWEET LIFE OF JULIETTE GAGNON) 3 volume de La Vie sucrée de Juliette Gagnon (série) (Librex, Volume 3 Libre Expression May 2015, 304 pages) Juliette works as a photographer for a well-known studio. The young twentysomething is single and searching for her one great love, but she has the uncanny knack of attracting bad characters or falling head over heels for her models! In short, her love life is a disaster. Surrounded by engaging people, Juliette embarks on extraordinary adventures, all too often at the whim of her friends Marie-Pier and Clémence. A new mother, Marie-Pier is taking motherhood a little too seriously to the dismay of her friends, who are forced to intervene. Clémence is adapting relatively well to her new life as a divorcee but would sincerely like to find a soulmate again. As for Juliette, she is living with her childhood friend, F-X, in a complicated relationship that will end violently with a gunshot. Determined to do whatever it takes to forget him, Juliette hatches a seduction plan and sets her sights on the police officer who investigated her file. But is this a wise decision? Is the detective really the man she needs? With all its twists and turns, will The Sweet Life oj Juliette Gagnon end on a happy note? Rights sold: French Canada book club (Québec Loisirs)
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LITERARY CRIME & SUSPENSE NOVELS Barbérat, Angélique: BERTRAND AND LOLA (Michel Lafon, February 2015, 528 pages) !



A new novel from Angélique Barbérat after the highly successful L’INSTANT PRÉCIS OÙ LES DESTINS S’ENTREMÊLENT (more than 20,000 copies sold in bookstores and over 30,000 by the France Loisirs book club).



!



The emotional story of an impossible love affair.



A unexpected love affair brings together Lola, the married woman with Bertrand, the solophotographer: a beautiful and impossible love story. Why did Lola ring that doorbell? Why did Bertrand let a stranger in? And how can you fall madly in love with someone in just a few seconds? Life would never be the same after that hot June day. For a few blissful, carefree hours, Bertrand and Lola forget all their other concerns: Lola, that she is getting married in a week; international reporter and photographer Bertrand, that he refuses to be tied down. Finally, in spite of their sudden overwhelming passion, they make the most cautious and worst decision possible: to go their separate ways and return to their former lives. So Lola gets married and continues to work as a flight attendant, while Bertrand flies off to a distant country. But despite their decision, each is still obsessed with the other. And even if they might be strong enough to live their lives apart, fate seems to take a wicked pleasure in throwing them together… until the day Bertrand is captured and held hostage by an armed group while reporting from Africa. So do they have the slightest chance of being reunited one day? Raised by her Russian grandfather who told her many tales, Angélique Barbérat began to write at an early age. Now, following the success of L’INSTANT PRÉCIS OÙ LES DESTINS S’ENTREMÊLENT (THE EXACT MOMENT WHEN DESTINIES MERGE), she is back with a new novel.



LITERARY CRIME & SUSPENSE NOVELS Balen, Noël & Barrot, Vanessa: LA CRÈME ÉTAIT PRESQUE PARFAITE (ALMOST PERFECT CREAM) Crimes gourmands (Mouth-Watering Crimes) series, Volume 2 (Fayard, October 2014, 192 pages) !



A lively and accessible tour of Normandy’s culinary tradition via the people who keep them alive: from restaurant chefs to farmers, via producers of artisanal cheeses, sausages and more... The dishes, products, restaurants and recipes are described in loving detail.



!



A book that lets anyone who’s interested slip inside a hard-to-penetrate milieu: the world of fine food, with its unique structure.



!



An easy-to-read guide to the riches of Normandy (D-Day beaches, literary history and more) that will appeal to foreign readers.



!



Faithful readers will be pleased to renew their acquaintance with the enjoyable characters from the first volume, although each book stands alone. The third volume UN CADAVRE EN TOQUE (A Corpse in a Chef’s Hat) will be published in February 2015.



In the second volume of this foodie crime-procedural series, we head off for a mouth-watering journey through the lush culinary and cultural heritage of the fields of Normandy. Laure Grenadier, editor of Plaisirs de table, a cooking magazine, and her photographer, Paco Alvarez, are on the scene for a mass poisoning in a renowned restaurant, Le Bocage gourmet. The guilty dish is a veal cutlet with Sauce Normande, and Laure and Paco were one of the few tables that hadn’t ordered it. While she’s working on her report on Normandy’s culinary treasures, Laure keeps tabs on the police investigation, which is harming the reputations of many of her favorite chefs and artisans. Between restaurant meals and visits to farmers, she meets a wide range of potential perpetrators, and winds up working out how the murderer managed to get his hands on the murder weapon, cyanide, without attracting suspicion. The police finally catch the guilty party, who was looking for revenge. The novel ends on a hopeful note, because Laure’s friend’s restaurant, whose specialty is the dishes mentioned in Remembrance of Things Past, can finally open, and opening night is success. In addition to a well-written criminal investigation, the plot leads us on a culinary stroll through
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FICTION Normandy. LA CRÈME ÉTAIT PRESQUE PARFAITE is a 100%-French police procedural that cheerfully pokes fun at itself. Vanessa Barrot is a business lawyer, foodie and book lover. Noël Balen is a writer and a jazz musician, the author of dozens of novels, shorts stories, essays and biographies. Rights for the first 3 volumes sold to Germany (BTB)



Mesnier, Stéphanie: TUEUSES MAIS PAS TROP (LADY KILLERS) (Fayard, March 2015, 240 pages) !



Off-beat and darkly funny, this exciting tale will make you adore female high-society murderers.



!



The lively dialogues use the language of the upper class and expose the truth behind some shocking clichés.



Not much is known about The Club, a women’s only exclusive club with a particularly fierce code of honor. To be accepted, your motivation is put to the ultimate test: Candidates must be capable of assassinating a perfect stranger. It is not a question of performing a random hit but of “taking out” an Undesirable, someone who has been causing trouble for one of the club members. The member you are helping has already been put to the same test, what is more. The system works beautifully, the candidate/assassin has no motive and thus nothing to worry about, the member benefiting from the crime has a carefully prepared solid alibi, until an actress making a comeback asks a perspective candidate to get rid of star news anchorman, Georges Hellis, a dogged and hardnosed journalist known to make government officials cry on live TV. Nothing, of course, is going to go according to plan. Stéphanie Mesnier is a novelist and a regular contributor to the Canard Enchaîné.



Bussi, Michel: MAMAN A TORT (MOMMY IS WRONG) (Place des editeurs, May 2015, 400 pages) France’s 5th bestselling author of 2014 3-and-a-half year old Malone is convinced that his parents are not his real parents but nobody believes him, until… Detective Marianne Augresse has been investigating the robbery of two luxury boutiques in Deauville carried out by four criminals. While two were killed in a shoot out with the police, two are still on the run. Through the advice of a friend in common, she agrees to meet a school psychologist named Vasile who wants to bring her attention to a curious case. Malone Moulin, 3 ½ years old, is convinced that his parents are not his real parents and Vasile can’t help but believe that Malone is telling the truth. Detective Augresse listens with skepticism but as her robbery case and Malone’s story seem to become linked, she’s not sure of anything anymore. And she doesn’t have much time to discover the truth before it will be too late… Michel Bussi is a professor of geopolitics. His works have been translated into 25 languages. MAMAN A TORT is his 5th novel published by Presses de la Cité since 2011. “C’est l’un des livres les plus remarquables que j’ai lus depuis longtemps; je doute que je lise un polar plus brillant cette année.” The Sunday Times Press about AVION SANS ELLE: “It is one of the most remarkable books I’ve read in a long time; I doubt I’ll read a more brilliant crime novel this year.” The Sunday Times, about After the crash



Sylvain, Dominique: L'ARCHANGE DU CHAOS (THE ARCHANGEL OF CHAOS) (Viviane Hamy, January 2015, 300 pages) !



Franka Kehlmann tracks a serial killer who takes his victims through the Gehenna of their worst nightmares.
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LITERARY CRIME & SUSPENSE NOVELS Franka Kehlmann started out withna shiningncareer in finance. When she joins the world of crime heroisvenothing top redict that she will find her place in CommandantaCarat’s section. As a protégé of Chief Superintendent Christine Santini, she will have to prove herself in the field. The martyred body of a nurse is found in a Parisian warehouse: the victim has been chained up and tortured to death,mande her tongue torn out. But the killer has carefully prepared and laid out the body postmortem. The torturer’s obsessive profile suggests he will not stop there... Under pressure, Franka Kehlmann turns out to be an excellent sleuth. But the demons of her past catch up with her: the memory of her mother, a singer who committed suicide, and the burden of her psychologically traumatiseddlittle. brother. Not to mention her father, a historian specialising in punishment who she avoids but will have to cooperate with to carry out the investigation. Will she discover the Archangel of Chaos? Rights sold: Germany (Piper) “It is not intrigue which makes this a good story. No, the atmosphere, the relations between colleagues, the humanity, and the errors in the investigation reveal something else altogether more thrilling [...]. It only remains to be said that The Archangel of Chaos, despite the darkness surrounding the case, successfully slips in a lot of tenderness and poetry”. Le Figaro littéraire



Gendron, Sébastien: LA REVALORISATION DES DÉCHETS (MAKING MONEY OUT OF TRASH) (Albin Michel, February 2015, 384 pages) !



The author creates the character of serial killer, a robber and an assassin and turns him into a very sympathetic detective for whom we even agree with the amoral ideas.



!



A critique of the society of consumption wrapped in a delicious humorous writing.



Dick Lapelouse is the first hired killer to offer a discount, for an affordable price of 259 euro maximum : he will get rid of any everyday creep who is messing up your life :results guaranteed. For Dick Lapelouse, business is thriving and the life of our hired killer is running smoothly until Carlos Llanos comes along, claiming to be the son of a first class asshole that Dick simply has to get rid of. From there, everything starts to go haywire : including our heros’ subconscious which starts to torture him by way of an overbearing blond creature… Carlos Llanos’ creep turns out to be Dick’s dad, a man that was supposed to have left earth a long time ago. Start a real high-speed pursuit to annihilate this old client of Dick, an adventure that will lead him to Bilbao to accomplish his revenge. From France to Spain Sébastien Gendron drag us into an exiting and exuberant story where moral does not exist and revenge always wins. Sébastien Gendron published LE TRI SÉLECTIF DES ORDURES (2014), the first of the Dick Lapelouse adventures, and with Albin Michel, ROAD TRIPES (2013). “Le frère de cœur de Quentin Tarantine. Bref, un Tonton flingueur du réel qui se moque de tout avec humour et dérision ; de peur de se voir un jour contraint d’en pleurer. Un sacré gugus du polar e ntous cas!”La Provence “Sébastien Gendron promène le lecteur sur les rives du burlesque où il le mène en bateau pour lui offrir un épilogue loufoque totalement imprévisible. Avec au final, un hymne à la création où l’on verra que le travail d’un cinéaste et d’un criminel est assez proche l’un de l’autre. Du grand art!” La Provence “Attention roman déjanté. Ne pas s’arrêter à son titre. Surtout pas. Passées les premières pages en forme de préambule foutraque sur la distinction sémantique à respecter entre ‘con’ et ‘connard’, on garde les yeux ouverts comme des soucoupes en entrant dans le vif du sujet : le narrateur exerce la profession plutôt originale de tueur à gages discount.” Le Havre



Hénaff, Sophie: POULETS GRILLÉS (FRIED PIG) (Albin Michel, April 2015, 346 pages) !
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A detective novel written in a lively tone, somewhat reminiscent of Fred Vargas
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FICTION !



The first instalment in a series of atypical detective novels



!



Funny, endearing characters that you can’t wait to see again in the next episodes



Stuck with an unlikely brigade, a police commissioner will do her best to resolve seemingly cold cases in this droll detective novel. Anne Capestan, police commissioner, gets suspended after shooting a man without cause. When she is reinstated, she’s informed that she will be in charge of a very peculiar brigade: a bunch of alcoholic, gay, unlucky or just plain stupid cops – and even a few who write… in charge of trying to resolve cold cases. Capestan manages to get the best out of her sad-sack crew, and they decide that two of the cases are worth a second look, because the investigations seem to have been botched. Anne believes that the two cases are related, and, against her hierarchy’s orders, she delves deeper into the investigation. The same high-ranking administrator is involved in both cases, and Anne realizes that they weren’t assigned to her brigade by chance. As her boss admits at the end, “I didn’t found the Justice League, just a group whose strong suit is that no one pays attention to them, because they seem like such a waste of space.” A short, funny novel that will appeal even to those who say they don’t like whodunits. Sophie Henaff is a journalist. POULETS GRILLES is her first novel.



d'Aillon, Jean: LE GRAND ARCANE DES ROIS DE FRANCE (THE GREAT SECRET OF THE KINGS OF FRANCE) (Flammarion, March 2015, 540 pages) 1663. While attending the performance of Molière’s L'Impromptu de Versailles in Paris, Louis Fronsac is robbed of his watch. Fortunately, Gaston de Tilly knows the culprit, a young woman called Anne Lupin who has already had brushes with the law. He compels her to return her loot, but soon after, a band of Englishmen kidnap her, and at the same time severely hurt M. de Tilly. When Anne Lupin manages to escape, she gets hold of a number of precious papers belonging to her captors, who are led by Lady Percy, an accomplished spy working in the service of Cardinal de Richelieu. Gaining possession of these documents as well as the memoirs of Olivier Hauteville, Louis Fronsac, a companion of Henri IV, unveils a secret that the kings of France have been passing on for a thousand years: the Great Arcanum. Jean-Baptiste Colbert and the Marquis de Louvois, who have just been admitted to the Council of State by Louis XIV, want to take ownership of the secret in order to reveal it to the King, and thus prove their value to the throne. Fronsac and M. de Tilly enter the gigantic underground cavern of Etretat of which Olivier Hauteville has spoken, with Louvois’ cavalry, Colbert’s henchmen and Milady Carlisle’s crooks all hard on their heels. Jean d'Aillon has been recounting for several years, with both talent and accuracy, the adventures of Louis Fronsac.



Lenormand, Frédéric: ÉLÉMENTAIRE, MON CHER VOLTAIRE! (ELEMENTARY, MY DEAR VOLTAIRE) (JC Lattes, March 2015, 300 pages) !



The fifth volume of the adventures of Voltaire, philosopher and criminal in- vestigator who is devoted to the love of philosophy and to the Marquise of Chatelet.



Who is out to get the marquise of Chatelet? Her servant has been assassina- ted and now she is in trouble with the police. Voltaire sweeps in to her aid to help unravel a complicated intrigue involving couture, clock-making and the commerce of dolls. With his quick wit and refined repartee, our San Antonio of the Age of En- lightenment is ready for anything. From the Parisian salons to the slums beneath the bridges of the Seine, he foils any criminal plot and comes out on top, demonstrating once again that, for a philosopher like himself, discovering the truth is child’s play. Specialist of the 18th century and the French Revolution, Frédéric Lenormand has published four books of the Voltaire investigations with Lattès. He is also the author of NOUVELLES ENQUÊTES DU JUGE TI, a crime series translated into several languages.
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LITERARY CRIME & SUSPENSE NOVELS “This witty novel will delight fans of Voltaire and those who are curious to discover Paris during 18th century and the French Revolution, a time period that Frédéric Lenormand knows by heart.” Le Figaro littéraire



Bohler, Sébastien: NEUROLAND (Robert Laffont, February 2015, 616 pages) Tomorrow, we’ll be able to read your thoughts. Who will you be able to trust then? A terrorist attack is brewing in France. The police trace it to a jihadist network and arrest a suspect named Ali Saleh. But Jacques Melvin, the officer in charge of interrogation, can’t get him to confess in time. Three bombs explode in the center of Paris and cause terrible bloodshed. In the Parisian suburbs, at the Neuroland center for cere- bral imaging, an extremely gifted student named Franck Corsa is on the verge of activating a scanner capable of describing neu- ron activity – in other words, a machine capable of reading a person’s thoughts! Recruited in person by the Minister of the Interior, Franck Corsa is given top-secret clearance to develop his research as quickly as possible. Taking pleasure in the enormous power he has gained overnight, Corsa wastes no time in using any means to achieve his ends: seduction, corruption, lies, and murder. Sebastien Bohler (43) is editor-in-chief of Cerveau et Psycho, contributor to France Inter, Arte TV, France 5. He has a doctorate in neurobiologie



Claret, Alain: UNE ÉTUDE EN NOIR (A STUDY IN BLACK) (Robert Laffont February 2015, 384 pages) !



There is worse than revenge, there is justice.



A master of crime fiction whose writing is striking and terribly efficient, Alain Claret pulls us into a frightening labyrinth that reflects the seizing image of a society in its death throes. In the arena of power, convinced of their total impunity, politicians and financi- ers clash in deadly battles where every kind of attack is permitted. Nevertheless, the author- ities ensure that no disturbing matter takes them by surprise. Directly attached to the Ministry of Justice, the famous Unit 32 of the Central Directorate of Judicial Police investi- gates matters that risk ending up in the courtroom and on headline news. Officers Gauche and Thaïs are thus responsible for investigating the strange suicide of a mili- tary staff officer who shot himself in the head after killing his secretary. He left nothing but a short note: “Ask General Boisledieu”... Alain Claret is one of the “maître du roman noir” in France.



Vix, Elisa: LE MASSACRE DES FAUX-BOURDONS (THE DRONE BEE MASSACRE) (Actes Sud, March 2015, 304 pages) !



Thierry Sauvage is the hero of a series of investigations; several of his adventures have been adapted for TV.



!



An unusual investigation, set in the French countryside, which intertwines bee and human society and psychology surprisingly well.



!



Readers are drawn into the investigation through the enjoyable and endearing characters.



Thierry Sauvage, a grumpy lieutenant in the police, has to cope with a high-maintenance personal life and an investigation amongst beekeepers, in this funny and fast-paced detective novel. Lieutenant Sauvage and his partner Joana are in charge of a very unusual investigation in the French countryside: two beekeepers have been found dead, one with a hive on his head, the other stung to death. The officers are hot on the trail of a serial killer with a distinguishing feature: he’s a beekeeping fanatic. A third beekeeper has been threatened, so Thierry Sauvage has been assigned to keep watch. The investigation that unfolds is fascinating, because bees are the key to the solution. As he spends time with beekeepers, Thierry Sauvage gradually learns all about bees. He soon realizes that what he’s learning about bees’ bees’ social structure can help him better understand criminal psychology… and solve the mystery! Elisa Vix, a veterinarian, has written several detective novels, all starring Thierry Sauvage. She has also written a young adult novel.
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FICTION Barde-Cabuçon, Olivier: LES ENQUÊTES DU COMMISSAIRE AUX MORTS ÉTRANGES (INVESTIGATIONS OF THE COMMISSIONER OF DEAD STRANGE) (Actes Sud, 2012-2013) A series of historical crime novels featuring Volnay, a police commissioner whose title is Inspector of Suspicious Deaths, and his no-less-unusual partner, a heretic monk, who poke into the darkest corners of the Age of Enlightenment. !



A light-hearted police procedural, full of unexpected plot twists, that transports us to 18th-century Paris.



Vol I: CASANOVA ET LA FEMME SANS VISAGE (Actes Sud, February 2012, 328 pages) Grand Prix Sang d'Encre 2012 The first exhilarating installment of a promising set of historical detective novels starring Volnay, the Inspector of Suspicious Deaths. In 1759 a faceless woman is found dead in Paris…



Vol II: MESSE NOIRE (Actes Sud, March 2013, 368 pages) Historia magazine’s Grand Prix du roman policier 2013 A not very peaceful night in 1749, in a Paris cemetery. A young girl’s body is found on a tomb. She may well have been sacrificed as part of a Satanic rite…



Vol III: TUEZ QUI VOUS VOULEZ (Actes Sud, February 2014, 384 pages) !



This droll and light-hearted crime novel makes for a very enjoyable read.



!



Entertaining characters that make you want to read more books featuring them.



!



18th century Paris seen from a novel point of view.



In 18th century Paris, the Inspector of Suspicious Deaths and his partner, a heretic monk, have to investigate the unresolved assassinations of three young men of very different backgrounds. Over a backdrop of political intrigue and religious tension – as well as the cheerful chaos caused by the Feast of Fools – a sort of Saturnalia – they learn that the assassin is the father of a young woman. The first two victims had gotten a bit too close to his daughter for the man’s liking. Then he killed the third young man at random, as a red herring. Olivier Barde-Cabuçon lives in Lyon. Fascinated by books, art and history, his taste for crime novels combined with his interest in the 18th century led him to create the character of an Inspector of Suspicious Deaths. TUEZ QUI VOUS VOULEZ is his third investigation, after CASANOVA ET LA FEMME SANS VISAGE (2012, winner of the 2012 Grand Prix Sang d'Encre) and MESSE NOIRE (winner of Historia magazine’s 2013 Grand Prix du roman policier). “Entre fait divers et affaire d’Etat, cette nouvelle enquête d’Olivier Barde-Cabuçon fait le portrait d’une ville au bord de l’implosion” Telerama



THRILLERS Manook, Ian: LES TEMPS SAUVAGES (SAVAGE WEATHER) (Albin Michel, February 2015, 528 pages) !



The tightly-woven plot includes current issues, charismatic characters and lush description.



!



An endearing hero who follows his instincts and feelings, and is surrounded by brave and determined women.



!



The books describe the Mongolian Steppe more entertainingly than a guidebook, offering readers a cultural, sociological and gastronomical escapade. The novel’s high-spirited style includes almost disturbingly realistic crime scenes.
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THRILLERS The first volume of Yeruldegger’s adventures was covered in literary awards: the ELLE Readers Prize, the SNCF Detective Novel Prize and the Quai du Polar / 20 Minutes Prize, as well as the Notre Temps Readers and St Pierre et Miquelon Prizes. It sold over …. copies. The best cops in Ulan Bator are back in this new instalment in the adventures of Yeruldelgger. Along with his sidekicks Oyun and Solongo, the inspector, who is juggling several cases, becomes the target of a carefully organized plot. These three new investigations address Mongolia’s complicated relations with its neighbors, political scandals, espionage and the international trafficking that goes on there. While Oyun is investigating the case of corpses burned alive during Zud, the terrible Mongolian cold snap, another strangely similar death throws a shadow over the Mongolian steppe: both cases seem to be the work of the country’s military mafia. But Yeruldelgger has other fish to fry, preferring to follow the trail of Colette’s adopted son. When the young man is found dead, Yeruldelgger himself becomes a suspect. In order to clear his own name and to solve the mystery of the masked murderer, the intrepid commissioner’s investigation ranges from the edges of Russia and China all the way to Le Havre, France, to dismantle a child-trafficking network. After a plot involving rare-earth metals, Ian Manook once again offers readers a uniquely original thriller. Ian Manook is a journalist, publisher, publicist and now a novelist. His first novel, Yeruldelgger, published by Editions Albin Michel in 2013, won several literary prizes. Les Temps sauvages is the second volume in the Yeruldelgger series, whose colorful hero guides us through the Mongolian Steppe, wedged between Russia and China.



Cabesos,Violette: LE TEINTURIER DE LA LUNE (TEINTURIER THE MOON) (Albin Michel Mars 2015, 650 pages) !



A formidable esoteric thriller defying the law of space and time, mixing history and fiction.



!



Paris like you have never seen it, from the 30’s to the 17th century where mediums were known as wizards. It all started in Prague 300 years earlier so this is where it needs to end.



Paris, 1935. Victoire, a student and freelance journalist for a large newspaper, is experiencing strange phenomena: each night, during her sleep, she writes poems in Renaissance French, occult verses whose meaning eludes her. Wissembourg, the Germanic Holy Roman Empire, 1584. Théogène, a young alchemist, is rushing to his master’s laboratory, where the Secret of Secrets, the ingredient of the elixir or life that makes men all-powerful and immortal, will finally be revealed to him. Separated by three and a half centuries, Victoire and Théogène find themselves on a journey awash with mysterious murders, where they come into contact with Emperor Rudolph II of Habsburg and a variety of soothsayers, spies and shady characters, all in pursuit of the same goal: eternal life. Blending history and imagination, Violette Cabesos explore what can be called man’s biggest desire: immortality. Violette Cabesos and Frédéric Lenoir co-authored LA PROMESSE DE L’ANGE (prix des Maisons de la presse 2004), translated in ten languages, and LA PAROLE PERDUE (2011), both published by Editions Albin Michel.



Thilliez, Franck: PANDEMIA (Fleuve noir, June 2015, approx. 320 pages) Reader’s report available Over 1.8 Million copies sold of previous books ! !



Franck Sharko and Lucie Henebelle are back for a new chilling thriller!



!



A hot topic at the centre of the investigation: deadly viruses.



An unknown strain of the flu threatens mankind. Three swans have been found dead from the flu in Northern France. Amandine Guérin, a virus specialist is sent to investigate. At the same time, Franck Sharko and Lucie Henebelle are faced with a new case: the body of a man is discovered in the woods. The case is complicated and to make things worse, a severe case of the flu is propagating in France and soon worldwide.
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FICTION And the strain of the virus remains unknown... Franck and Lucie are faced with the biggest stake: the preservation of mankind. Franck Thilliez is the author of a dozen successful thrillers including LA CHAMBRE DES MORTS, awarded the Quai du Polar Reader’s Prize in 2006 and the SNCF French Thriller Award in 2007. See Franck Thilliez on pages 11 and 21. Rights sold for previous titles: US (Penguin), Spain (Destino), Spain Catalan (Columna), Germany (Goldmann), The Netherlands (Sijthoff), Brazil (Intrinseca), Russia (Atticus), Taiwan (Solo Press), Portugal (Sextante), Turkey (Pegasus), Japan (Hayakawa), China (Hachette Phoenix), Slovakia (Artforum), Hungary (Gabo), Korea (Eunhaeng Namu), Thailand (Welearn) Film rights sold to Indian Paintbrush/Paramount



Abel, Barbara: INNOCENCE)



L’INNOCENCE



DES



BOURREAUX



(THE



EXECUTIONERS’



(Belfond, May 2015, 336 pages) !



What lengths will a mother go to in order to keep her son out of jail?



In a small grocery store in a quiet Parisian suburb, a few clients are running routine errands. There is a young mother who left her 3-year-old son home alone while she snuck out to quickly buy some food. There are two colleagues who slipped away from the office to have an affair. There is an elderly woman in a wheelchair and the nurse who takes care of her. There is the cashier, of course, and then there is Aline and her teenage son Theo. All is as it should be until Joachim storms in with a gun desperate to steal cash in order to buy more drugs. He takes everyone hostage as the situation quickly goes from bad to worse. That is, until the hostages manage to knock the gun out of his hands. But who picks it up? 15-year-old Theo. While Joachim tries to run from the store, Theo shoots him in the back so that he doesn’t get away. There are several witnesses to this murder as clearly he can’t claim it was out of self-defense. This is why Theo’s mother Aline takes the gun and therefore control of the situation. Because it is out of the question that any of these people tell the police what her son just did. She will do whatever it takes to keep them quiet… Barbara Abel was born in Belgium in 1969. At 23, she wrote her first play. At 33, her first novel, L’INSTINCT MATERNEL, won the Prix Cognac. L’INNOCENCE DES BOURREAUX is her 10th novel.



Collette, Sandrine: SYN SIX FOURMIS BLANCHES (SIX WHITE ANTS) (Denoël, January 2015, 288 pages) !



The main character, Lou, is a determined young woman who overcomes her phobias, staying focused on getting out alive



!



The high-altitude setting of snow and ice will bring thrills and chills to readers, who will feel like they’re trapped in the avalanche along with the characters



!



A land filled with evil spirits, where people believe in spells: a terrifying atmosphere that will affect the hikers’ mindsets and excite their imagination



A dream of a hiking trip in the Albanian mountains turns into a nightmare when the hikers get caught in a snow storm. They’ll have to fight to survive, and they won’t all make it out alive. Lou; her boyfriend, Elias; and six other French people win a hiking tour of the Albanian mountainside: a long weekend of hiking in an enchanting setting. But the hikers soon realize that nature is hostile there, or even truly evil, if the locals are to be believed. Over the course of a snow storm, the hikers get separated and die, one after the other. Lou and Elias wind up alone with the guide, Vigan, a suspicious character who hasn’t managed to lead them to safety and who they instinctively dislike. They are terrified to learn that Vigan isn’t his real name and he’s not really a guide; his name is Mathias, and he’s actually a sacrifier – a man whose role is to fend off the evil eye. Mathias is on the run, and he takes the couple hostage. All three of them manage to get out alive, dodging bullets on a frozen lake. Sandrine Collette’s book weaves alternating voices and events: readers discover Mathias’s story inhis voice, alongside the hikers’ adventures as told by Lou. The interwoven plots help build suspense, maintaining tension all the way to the final pages of the book.
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THRILLERS Sandrine Collette is a Ph.D. in political science, and a writer. Her first novel, DES NŒUDS D'ACIER, published by Editions Denoël, won the 2013 Grand Prix de littérature policière. SIX FOURMIS BLANCHE is her third novel.



Delzongle, Sonja: DUST (Denoël, April 2015, 416 pages) !



A killer with a torturous profile: both a police detective and an orphan who has been manipulated by the Reverend who raised him.



!



The characters are drawn into a work of diabolical magic: rituals, ancestral beliefs and omnipresent witchcraft



!



The novel touches on the issue of eugenics and of the lives of albinos in Africa



In a similar vein to Jean-Christophe Grangé’s, BLOOD RED RIVERS: a supernatural thriller with criminal dealings involving genetic manipulations and blood-curdling beliefs. Hanah a French profiler living in New York, is contacted by Collins, the head of the Kenyan detective division, the CID. He needs her to help him resolve a strange case: there are no corpses at the crime scenes, just huge crosses drawn in blood. Using only her pendulum and her sixth sense, Hanah will work out that the bodies have been reduced to a powder and sprinkled into the bloody crosses. While that investigation is still ongoing, the CID also gets assigned another case: the assassination and trade in albinos, whose bodies are being reduced to powder and sold for a small fortune. The seemingly obvious connection between the two cases draws the investigators into a world of ancestral beliefs and macabre rituals that shows them the darkest depths of horror. Sonja Delzongle’s detective has an unusual profile: a young woman armed only with her sixth sense and a pendulum, who resolves cases by following her instincts. Sonja Delzongle is a journalist and a writer. Her first two thrillers, LA TOURNEE D'UN SNIPER and À TITRE POSTHUME, were published by Jacques André Editeur.



Japp, Andréa H.: BARBARIE 2.0 (BARBARY 2.0) (Flammarion, September 2014, 400 pages) !



A breathtaking contemporary thriller.



!



Between power politics and money, this terrifying thriller explores the future excesses of science… Is this sci-fi or reality?



Thomas Delebarre, a retired lawyer, is found fatally stabbed at his villa in the South of France. Yann Lemoulec, an analyst from the French Ministry of Internal Affairs has been assigned by the counterintelligence department (DCRI) to lead an inquiry on a professor whose son had been savagely murdered twelve years earlier by three criminals, who have all died in disturbing circumstances. Incidentally, Thomas Delebarre was also the lawyer for the prosecution at the appeal. Two people about whom nothing is known, Artémis, a French woman and Apollo, a Canadian man, use the Internet to exchange the real statistics on crime as well as transcriptions of conference lectures given by a world-renowned neurobiologist and whistle-blower who periodically warns against the explosion of violence in western societies. However, Yann feels like a manipulated puppet… The DCRI is indifferent to the lawyer’s murder and only interested in the professor. Why? Tracked, stalked and spied on, who can he trust? What is brewing under the surface: a major breakthrough or a delirious scientific project? A leading author in French crime fiction, Andréa H. Japp returns to the contemporary novel with a thriller set in the world of science. The Russian rights for previous titles ares sold to Hemiro/FLC and Eksmo
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FICTION SCIENCE-FICTION & FANTASY H. V. Gavriel: LES LOUPS DE RIVERDANCE 1 – LUCAS (THE WOLVES OF RIVERDANCE) (Bragelonne, November 2014, 592 pages) !



A daring, heart-wrenching gay para-normal romance



!



Written in an emotionally charged style that will touch readers with its appealing and true-to-life characters



!



A rich and detailed universe with a carefully thought-out mythology



Lucas, half-demon half-human, has been rejected his whole life. He lives in fear, never daring to stay in one place for long, until he meets Marcus, a werewolf. Upon arriving in the small town of North Cascades, Lucas finds a job, an apartment, and even a friend: Leo. But the shadows, embodied by his half-brother, track him down him and begin methodically slaughtering everyone close to him. Just as he’s ready to give up, he is rescued by Leo’s father, Marcus, a werewolf. The young man is working hard at living peacefully with this race that has always been an enemy of his own… and at not letting himself get carried away by his feelings for Marcus. In the meantime, his half-brother remains determined to destroy him in order to avenge the affront Lucas inflicted upon him years earlier. As he experiences love, betrayals, and self-discovery, Lucas will be forced to find a way to protect his new adoptive family. Even when he windd up being rejected by them, love will survive. H.V. Gavriel is an enthusiastic fan of SF and fantasy whose own writing has been an immediate hit with readers. His series Les Loups de Riverdance has allowed him to bring together his two favourite genres: gay romance and urban fantasy.



Pevel, Pierre: LE PARIS DES MERVEILLES (PARIS OF WONDERMENT) (Bragelonne, 2015, 300 pages per title) 1 - LES ENCHANTEMENTS D’AMBREMER - THE ENCHANTMENTS OF AMBREMER 2 - L’ELIXIR D’OUBLI - THE ELIXIR OF OBLIVION 3 - LE ROYAUME IMMOBILE - THE IMMOBILE KINGDOM !



A sort of Sherlock Holmes in Wonderland that is utterly unique. The use of real places and characters (Paris, Voltaire and more), alongside magical ones (Merlin, pixies, and more) is clever and unusual.



!



The humorously ironic tone creates a light, easy-to-read style and makes the characters all the more endearing.



!



Both the historical context (political situation in Europe), and 20th-century habits and technology are scrupulously respected – making the investigations even trickier and more exciting.



The investigations of a gentleman-magician and a pixie-burglar – in a Belle Epoque Paris where winged cats rub shoulders with fiery dragons and laughing willows – can get awfully complicated, especially when they turn out to be mixed up with political machinations from another era. Louis Denizart Hippolyte Griffont, a magician renowned for his skills as a detective and for his knack for getting into trouble, has been asked to help resolve one of the greatest mysteries of a 20th-century Paris that has been transformed by the magic of the Otherworld – the land of fairies, pixies and sprites, which is connected to the French capital by a magical metro line. Alongside Aurélia, his enchantress-burglar- spy of a wife, and with the help of his own powers and the police force, he will do his utmost to preserve a fragile peace that is threatened by an evil conspiracy. A trilogy of gripping stand-alones filled with humor and fantasy, set in an idyllic, but still dangerous Paris. Pierre Pevel, born in 1968, is one of the foremost writers of contemporary French fantasy. The author of nine novels, he was awarded the Grand Prix de l’Imaginaire in 2002 and the David Gemmell Morningstar Award 2010 for The Cardinal’s Blades, published internationally.
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YOUNG ADULT & CROSSE OVER Scarling, Alice: SASCHA’S REQUIEM (TRILOGY) LACRIMOSA - DIES IRAE AGNUS DEI (Bragelonne, 3rd book January 2015, 380 pages per book) !



Consummate mastery in this reworking of the vampire genre’s tropes



!



A direct, incisive style providing fast-paced, suspenseful action



!



A strong, attractive heroine, comparable to Buffy or Jeaniene Frost’s Night Huntress, Cat Crawfield



!



Steamy romance and an outrageous love triangle



Sascha, an orphan, has no knowledge of her origins or how she came to have her strange power: she can possess people by mere touch, allowing her to change bodies. She uses her power both to earn a living and to eliminate any vampires who cross her path, in hopes of one day finding those responsible for slaughtering the nuns who raised her. Sascha’s life changes radically when she meets Raphaël. Immune to her power, the fallen angel nevertheless offers her a way to wreak revenge on vampires. Together they track the master of the city’s vampires from cemeteries to Goth bars. But they are oblivious to the fact that their hunt is leading them straight into the claws of a much more powerful and dangerous creature: the Devil himself. And the Devil wants only one thing: to find his beloved daughter, lost years before! Destined from birth to unleash the Apocalypse, Sascha sees no other solution than to sacrifice herself, thus allowing Raphaël to regain his wings. But her plan is frustrated by Zekiel, the fiendishly irresistible demon general who will stop at nothing to bring her back to her father in Hell. But Sascha discovers something that could turn Zekiel into an unexpected ally, despite everything that opposes them... he’s Raphaël’s own brother!All the pieces are in place, and a great chess game is about to commence... The future of the human race rests in the hands of a bereved young woman who chooses the path her heart dictates. Alice Scarling is passionate about fantasy. It has become her field of expertise: vampires, succubi and werewolves have no secrets for her. Sascha’s requiem, the brilliant result of all this erudition, embodies a sexy, original new voice in French paranormal romance. “Une héroïne au fort caractère, une ambiance rock’n’roll, un soupçon de frisson, une dose d’humour et une belle histoire d’amour… Coup de cœur !” Bloody Kiss “Alice Scarling s’amuse avec les codes du genre. Elle vous propose de la bit-lit où le danger vient des vampires sans qu’ils soient omniprésents.” L’Autre Monde Radio “Tous les éléments qui composent l’univers des amateurs de fantastique, de métal, de geekerie et autres cultures alternatives se retrouvent” L’Autre Monde Radio “Dans ce roman, alors qu’on pense atteindre un but, on découvre qu’il y a encore quelque chose derrière la porte.” Espaces Comprises



YOUNG ADULT & CROSSE OVER Edgar, Silène: ADÈLE ET LES NOCES DE LA REINE MARGOT (ADELE AND QUEEN MARGUERITE’S WEDDING) (Bragelonne, April 2015, 290 pages) !



A novel that intertwines 16th-century history and the daily life of a 21st-century teenaged girl, through the prism of a French literary masterpiece: Alexandre Dumas’s MARGUERITE DE VALOIS.



!



Life at court in the Louvre in 1572, as seen through the eyes of a modern-day tween girl: parallels and contrasts between the two eras (social mores, religion, medicine and more) make for all sorts of interesting situations.



!



A light-hearted, up-to-date style that echoes today’s teen slang and addresses tweens’ issues.



A 13-year-old girl has to read a very long novel for school: Alexandre Dumas’s Marguerite de Valois. To her own surprise, she winds up getting into the book… literally! She becomes a character in the plot, which is set in the 16th century.
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FICTION Adèle is like most girls her age: her parents just don’t get it, she’d rather hang out with her friends than study… So when she finds out that she has to read a whole, long book over her vacation, she’s furious! The offending item is La Reine Margot, Alexandre Dumas’s Marguerite de Valois. But little by little, Adèle gets so caught up in what she’s reading that the story works its way into her dreams, and then into her life! What Adèle sees when she closes her eyes is so much more exciting than her life as a 21st-century middle-schooler that she’s getting less and less motivated to wake up. Until one day, she just doesn’t. Her whole family gathers at her bedside – even her grandmother, who passed away 6 months earlier – to urge her to come back to the real world, which she eventually agrees to do. ADÈLE ET LES NOCES DE LA REINE MARGOT gets its main character’s feelings just right. With a touch of humor too, it’s sure to please middle-schoolers. Silène Edgar teaches French and runs a website for middle school teachers. She was awarded the Prix Gulli 2014 for best novel, along with her accomplice Paul Beorn, for 14-14, a novel for middle school readers (ages 10 years and up).



Carina Rozenfeld: LA QUÊTE DES PIERRES DE LUET (THE QUEST FOR THE LUET STONES) (L’Atalante, February 2015, 223 pages) !



A reader-friendly style, combining spoken language and lush description, makes it easy for readers to identify with the heroes and enter their world.



!



A planet with fascinating and unusual details, including winged natives and a purple sky.



!



Funny characters with a sense of humor, and a range of different, endearing personalities.



!



A multi-facetted plot intertwining detective work, archeology, travel and adventure.



Zec, Eden and Louis seem like ordinary teens: after their high-school graduation, they’re going on vacation… only they’re going to Cheberith, the planet they saved in LA QUETE DES LIVRES MONDE. But a mysterious pink stone is discovered in the Etlal desert, and with it, an ancient and dangerous power. If it falls into the wrong hands, the planet and its saviors could wind up back at the mercy of the Swallower of Worlds. Having saved Cheberith from the Swallower of Worlds, Zec and Eden, Cheberian teens who were raised on the planet Earth, are going to Cheberith on summer vacation with their high-school friend Louis. Their plans to relax and have a good time are totally disrupted by the discovery of a gigantic pink stone in the Cheberian desert of Etlal, under mysterious ground drawings that are strikingly similar to those in Nazca, Peru. Secret organizations that had been dormant reappear when the stone is discovered. It seems that five of these stones were hidden in different places 3,000 years earlier. When all five stones are together, it becomes possible to time travel. In the wrong hands, that power could allow the Swallower of Worlds to return and to destroy, not only Cheberith, but its saviors – before they are even born! Once again, Carina Rozenfeld and her inseparable threesome embark on a thrilling new adventure combining detective work, archeology and travel. Carina Rozenfeld was born in Paris in 1972. An award-winning author from her very first novel, LUCILLE ET LES DRAGONS SOURDS (2004 Prix du Lutin d’Or and 2006Prix du Mélusine), her specialty is young adult literature and science fiction. Her trilogy, LA QUETE DES LIVRES MONDES (The Book Worlds, 2008), won the Prix des Incorruptibles (2010), the Prix Littéraire d’Issoire (2010) and the Prix Imaginales des Collégiens (2009). LA QUETE DES PIERRES DE LUET features the same characters, allowing readers to return to their fantasy world.



Jacq, Christian: SETNA T1-4 à JE T’ENVOIE LE T3. TU AS NORMALEMENT DÉJÀ LES T1.2 V.1: THE CURSED TOMB (LA TOMBE MAUDITE) (XO, November 6, 2014, 288 pages) Partial English translation available Hidden in its cursed tomb, Osiris’ vase, the most precious of treasures that holds the secret of life and death, is deemed inaccessible. A black mage has nonetheless stolen it and plans to use it as a powerful weapon against Ramses the Great and establish the Kingdom of Darkness. Setna, who is none other than Ramses the Great’s youngest son, is a brilliant magician. He will have to find the famous vase and stop the black mage, with the help of Sekhet who he happens to be madly in love with.
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YOUNG ADULT & CROSSE OVER V. 2: THE FORBIDDEN BOOK (LE LIVRE INTERDIT) (XO, January 29, 2015 288 pages) An intricate web in the court of Ramses II. Will love be strong enough to foil the evil plot? Prince Setna must go to the capital to interrogate his father about the disappearance of Osiris’ sealed vase, which contains the secret of life and death. But the path to its recovery is riddled with danger and there is no guarantee that the Pharaoh will accept to tell him the truth. Setna nonetheless has a mission to accomplish: obtain the forbidden Book of Thot, which is the only way to stop the thief, a black mage with fatal designs. At the same time, Setna’s fiancé Sekhet has been in hiding ever since her father made a terrible revelation to her and has since wanted to kill her. Undercover at a farmer’s home, she will once again be forced to flee to escape her executioners. Will Sekhet be able to transmit the terrible secret she holds to Setna? All the while the black mage is making his way down the path of evil…



V.3: THE SOUL THIEF (LE VOLEUR D’ÂMES) (XO, To be published April 23, 2015) Danger in the Court of Ramses II Prince Setna has just escaped from the river where the Gods had thrown him for having stolen the Forbidden Book. While all believe he is dead, Setna makes his way towards the sacred city of the Cat-Goddess where he hopes to find the vase of Osiris, without which he cannot stop the black mage. Meanwhile Sekhet is hiding in the temple of the Lion Goddess, the patron saint of physicians. She is aware that time is running out and that they must fight together against the Darkness. Nonetheless, and in spite of all warnings, she stays within reach of the black mage, her father, who, with the help of his Syrian network, is preparing a vast offensive against Ramses. Separated and distraught, how can Setna and Sekhet continue to fight against the relentless progress of the mage?



V.4: CLASH OF THE MAGI (LE DUEL DES MAGES) (XO, To be published May 21, 2015 An explosive ending After many trials and tribulations Setna and Seket are finally reunited. Together they will be on equal grounds in their fight against Evil and the dreaded black mage Kekou. But Kekou has hidden the vase of Osiris in a place as unexpected as it is inaccessible. He knows the danger that the union of the prince and his own daughter represents: Kekou will do anything to destroy this hope and thwart their reunion… In this staggering final, Setna must fight his last combat against Kekou. Will Kekou’s devilry prevent Setna from finally uniting with Seket? More than ever Setna and Seket will have to use all their powers, because if the mage is able to transform Osiris’ vase into a weapon of destruction, all will be lost. A breathtaking combat where cunning, intelligence and magic clash. Rights sold: Planeta (Spain), Euromedia (Czech Republic)



Plichota, Anne & Wolf, Cendrine: TUGDUAL (TUGDUAL) Volume 1: THE BLACK HEARTS (Editions XO, 2014-2015, 416 pages each volume) Fantasy series in 3 volumes Partial English Translation available !



The new series by The auThors of Oksa Pallock almosT 400,000 copies sold!



!



The worse thing that could happen to them is to fall in love.
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FICTION Three teenagers, Tugdual, Mortimer and Zoe, find refuge in Serendipity, a small town in the southern United States. Secreivet, romantic, passionate about music… they try to live a normal life. But it is not always so easy. Firstly because they have secret powers that they must hide at all costs. But also because a terrible curse is haunting them. They exert an irresistible attraction on others. A fatal attraction, as they cannot help but suck the last breath out of those who love them. To their great dismay. While Abakoum, who pretends to be their grandfather, works to find an antidote – he has already been able to limit the curse to the nighttime – the three teenagers secretly fight in against their demons. In spite of their caution, they will soon discover that someone has nevertheless discovered their secret. They don’t know who it is, nor if he or she is friend or foe. In Serendipity, life may not be as calm and normal as it seems…. After the great success of the Oksa Pollock series, Anne Plichota and Cendrine Wolf have begun a new series full of romantic, dark and fascinating characters. Anne Plichota: 46 years old, she lives in Strasbourg with her daughter. After studying the Chinese language and culture, she spent some time in Korea and worked in China. She has had several jobs: Chinese teacher, nurse’s aide, public letter writer and librarian. She enjoys working
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ALL TITLES FICTION .............................................................................................. 3   BEST-SELLERS 2015 ..................................................................................... 3   Gounelle, Laurent: LE JOUR OU J’AI APPRIS A VIVRE (THE DAY I LEARNED TO LIVE)............................................................................................................................................... 3   Grand, Emmanuel: TERMINUS BELZ ....................................................................................... 3   Levy, Justine: LA GAIETE (BEING CHEERFUL) .................................................................... 4   Leroy, Gilles: LE MONDE SELON BILLY BOY (THE WORLD ACCORDING TO BILLY BOY) ................................................................................................................................................ 5   Menegoz, Mathias: KARPATHIA ................................................................................................. 5   Quinn, Alice: UN PALACE EN ENFER (A FIVE-STAR HOTEL IN HELL) .......................... 6   Rolin, Jean: LES EVENEMENTS (THE EVENTS) ................................................................... 7   d'Epenoux, François: LE REVEIL DU COEUR (THE RISE OF HEART) .............................. 7   Le Corre, Hervé: APRÈS LA GUERRE (AFTER WAR) ............................................................ 8  



HIGHLIGHT SPRING 2015 .......................................................................... 9   Delaflotte Mehdevi, Anne: LE PORTEFEUILLE ROUGE (THE RED PORTFOLIO) ........... 9   Siguret, Catherine: LE MOUTON DE LA PLACE DES VOSGES (THE SHEEP ON PLACE DES VOSGES)................................................................................................................................ 9   De Rosnay, Tatiana: MANDERLEY FOR EVER ..................................................................... 10   Beaulieu, Baptiste: ALORS VOUS NE SEREZ PLUS JAMAIS TRISTE (AND YOU WILL NEVER BE SAD AGAIN)............................................................................................................ 10   Mars, Kettly: JE SUIS VIVANT (I’M ALIVE).......................................................................... 11   Michel-Amadry, Marc: MONSIEUR K ..................................................................................... 11   Chevillard, Eric: JUSTE CIEL (HEAVEN SENT) ................................................................... 12   Chahdortt, Djavann: BIG DADDY ............................................................................................ 12   Bonnefoy, Miguel: LE VOYAGE D'OCTAVIO (OCTAVIO’S JOURNEY) ............................. 12   Delacourt, Grégoire: LES QUATRE SAISONS DE L’ETE (THE FOUR SEASONS OF SUMMER) .................................................................................................................................... 13   Bayamack-Tam, Emmanuelle: JE VIENS (I’M COMING) ..................................................... 13   Ferrari, Jérôme: LE PRINCIPE (THE PRINCIPLE) .............................................................. 14   Guénassia, Jean-Michel: TROMPE-LA-MORT (DEATH-DODGER)..................................... 15   Saliba Garillon, Éliane: LE JOURNAL IMPUBLIABLE DE GEORGE PEARL (THE UNPUBLISHABLE DIARY OF GEORGE PEARL) ................................................................. 15   Rambaud, Patrick: LE MAITRE (THE MASTER)................................................................... 16   Loubière, Sophie: A LA MESUERE DE NOS SILENCES (THINGS LEFT UNSAID) ......... 16   Nedjma: D’AMBRE ET DE SOIE (OF AMBER AND SILK) .................................................. 17   Habib, Claude: NOUS LES CHATS (SPEAKING AS A CAT) ................................................. 17   Coulon, Cécile: LE CŒUR DU PELICAN (THE HEART OF THE PELICAN) .................... 18   Blondel, Jean-Philippe: UN HIVER A PARIS (ONE WINTER IN PARIS) ............................ 18  



DISCOVERED WRITER ............................................................................. 19   Triolet, Elsa foreword by Méril, Macha: MILLE REGRETS (A THOUSAND REGRETS) . 19   Magda Szabó: THE DOOR ......................................................................................................... 20  



LITERARY FICTION .................................................................................. 20   Gaudé, Laurent: DANSER LES OMBRES (DANCE THE SHADOWS) ................................ 20   Pagano, Emmanuelle: LIGNE & FILS (LINE & SONS) .......................................................... 21   Almendros, Vincent: UN ETE (ONE SUMMER) ..................................................................... 21   de Saint Pern, Dominique: BARONESS BLIXEN .................................................................... 22   Houdart, Célia: GIL .................................................................................................................... 22   Mingarelli, Hubert: LA ROUTE DE BEIT ZERA (THE ROAD TO BEIT ZERA) ................ 23   Arditi, Metin: JULIETTE DANS SON BAIN (JULIETTE IN HER BATH) .......................... 23  
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ALL TITLES Amiel, Sébastien: LE GRAND COURAGE (GREAT COURAGE) ...........................................23   Azzeddine, Saphia: BILQISS ......................................................................................................24   Amigorena, Santiago H.: MES DERNIERS MOTS (MY LAST WORDS) ...............................24   Roudeix, Sandrine: DIANE DANS LE MIROIR (DIANE IN THE MIROR) ..........................25   Lacroix, Alexandre: L’HOMME QUI AIMAIT TROP TRAVAILLER (THE MAN WHO LOVED TOO MUCH WORK) .....................................................................................................25   Poivre d’Arvor, Patrick: UN HOMME EN FUITE (MAN ON THE RUN) ............................26   Oster, Christian: LE CŒUR DU PROBLEME (THE HEART OF THE MATTER) ..............26   Brasme, Anne-Sophie: NOTRE VIE ANTERIEURE (OUR EARLIER LIFE) .......................26  



SHORT STORIES .........................................................................................27   Quiriny, Bernard: HISTOIRES ASSASSINES (FATAL TALES) ...........................................27  



NON-FRANCOPHONE AUTHORS ...........................................................27   Katri Lipson: THE ICE CREAM MAN ......................................................................................27   Groen, Hendrik: ATTEMPTS TO MAKE SOMETHING OF LIFE. THE SECRET DIARY OF HENDRIK GROEN, 83 1/4 YEARS OLD ............................................................................28  



DEBUT NOVEL.............................................................................................28   Huguenin, Cécile: LA SAISON DES MANGUES (MANGO SEASON)...................................28   Cohen de Timary, Éloïse: BABYLONE UNDERGROUND .....................................................29   Heureux, GaËlle: UN DESTIN MINIATURE (MINIATURE DESTINY) ..............................29   Merran, Karen: IL ETAIT UNE FOIS DANS LE METRO (ONCE UPON A TIME IN THE METRO) ........................................................................................................................................30   Avit, Clélie: JE SUIS LA (I AM STILL HERE) .........................................................................30   Calbérac, Ivan: VENISE N’EST PAS EN ITALIE (VENICE IS NOT ITALY) ......................31   Perrin, Valérie: LES OUBLIES DU DIMANCHE (THOSE WHO SUNDAY FORGOT) ......31   Kovarni, Liz: 52 INTERDIT DANS LES BANQUES (BANNED FROM BANKS) ................31   Mougin, Véronique: POUR VOUS SERVER. LES TRIBULATIONS D'UNE GOUVERNANTE CHEZ LES ULTRA-RICHES (TO SERVE YOU. THE TRIBULATIONS OF A GOVERNESS FOR THE ULTRA-RICH) ........................................................................32  



WOMEN WRITING .....................................................................................32   Déborah lévy-Bertherat: LES FIANÇES (THE FIANCES) ....................................................32   Olmi, Véronique: J’AIMAIS MIEUX QUAND C’ETAIT TOI (I WAS HAPPIER WHEN IT WAS YOU) ....................................................................................................................................33   Sizun, Marie: LA MAISON-GUERRE (THE WAR HOUSE) ...................................................33   Cannone, Belinda: NU INTERIEUR (INTERNAL NEKEDNESS) .........................................34   Chiarello, Fanny: DANS SON PROPRE ROLE (IN HER OWN ROLE) .................................35   Girard, Eliane: CAMILLE S’EN VA (CAMILLE’S LEAVING HOME).................................35   Bertholon, Delphine: LES CORPS INUTILES (USELESS BODIES) .....................................36   Icart, Anne: SI J’AI BONNE MEMOIRE (IF I REMEMBER CORRECTLY).......................36   Becker, Emma: ALICE ................................................................................................................36   Wiazemsky, Léa: LE VIEUX QUI DEJEUNAIT SEUL (THE OLD MAN WHO LUNCHED ALONE) .........................................................................................................................................37   Bassignac, Sophie: COMEDIE MUSICALE (MUSICAL COMEDY) ......................................37   Valérie Clo: LA TYRANNIE DES APPARENCES (THE TYRANNY OF APPEARANCES) 38   Gans, Valérie: DES FLEURS ET DES EPINES (FLOWERS AND THORNS) ......................38  



CONTEMPORARY UP-MARKET COMMERCIAL TRENDS .............38   Zocchetti, Vanessa: LES CRIRES (WRY TINGS) .....................................................................38   Griessinger, Marie: ON RECONNAIT LE BONEHUR AU BRUIT QU’IL FAIT EN S’EN ALLANT (YOU RECOGNIZE LOVE BY THE NOISE IT MAKES WHEN IT LEAVES) .....39   Peyrin, Laurence: LA DROLE DE VIE DE ZELDA ZONK (THE SURRISING LIFE OF ZELDA ZONK) .............................................................................................................................39   Benchetrit, Samuel: CHIEN (DOG) ..........................................................................................40  
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