













Menu





	 maison
	 Ajouter le document
	 Signe
	 Créer un compte







































Sur la Piste de Liszt

Page 1 ... JSTOR is a not-for-profit service that helps scholars, researchers, and students discover, use, and build ... The weather was raw and cold, the tourist season was ... (It was in mint condition and now reposes in the Rare Book Division. 

















 Télécharger le PDF 






 688KB taille
 5 téléchargements
 407 vues






 commentaire





 Report
























Sur la Piste de Liszt Author(s): Edward N. Waters Reviewed work(s): Source: Notes, Second Series, Vol. 27, No. 4 (Jun., 1971), pp. 665-670 Published by: Music Library Association Stable URL: http://www.jstor.org/stable/895859 . Accessed: 23/01/2012 05:51 Your use of the JSTOR archive indicates your acceptance of the Terms & Conditions of Use, available at . http://www.jstor.org/page/info/about/policies/terms.jsp JSTOR is a not-for-profit service that helps scholars, researchers, and students discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content in a trusted digital archive. We use information technology and tools to increase productivity and facilitate new forms of scholarship. For more information about JSTOR, please contact [email protected].



Music Library Association is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve and extend access to Notes.



http://www.jstor.org



SUR LA PISTE DE LISZT By EDWARD N. WATERS



This essay-if such it can be called-is a series of reminiscences based on experiences not yet tenninated. I hope (sometimes fear) they never will be. They have been vital, colorful and exciting-and the persons encountered in various places have been so helpful and generous that they seem to be imbued with Liszt's own spirit of sweet benevolence. How I wish I could have the space to describe each one fully and as he or she deserves. Arriving alone in Bayreuth in the fall of 1962 (my wife was not to join me there until after the New Year) I went immediately to the home of Frau Winifred Wagner that sheltered the famous Wagner Archives. Frau Gertrud Strobel, the archivist, and her colleague, Herr Zdenko von Kraft, were expecting me and gave me a warm welcome. After solicitous inquiries, they took me to an apartment they had already engaged which was to be my home, off and on, for nearly a year. The rooms were more than adequate; after all, they were the quarters of Hans Knappertsbusch when he conducted at the Festspiele. Then I toured a good share of the town, on foot, with Herr von Kraft as my cicerone. Our first objective was the grave of Liszt in the city cemetery about two miles away. Only a stone in the ground now marks the spot; the hideous monument of former days was destroyed in the war. Leaving that hallowed terrain we walked and walkedand walked, and only weeks later did I learn that both my companion and I were wondering when the other would give out first! He was a generation older and wanted to quit; I was a generation younger and marveled at his endurance, but neither of us would yield to the other. There were few landmarks I didn't see on that first peripatetic tour of the Wagnerstadt. A strict work schedule was followed systematically: in the morning at the Richard Wagner-Gedenkstdtte, a municipal institution in the center of town, then in the afternoon back to the Wagner-Archiv where precious Liszt letters were handed to us from the vault room. These we were permitted to take upstairs to a private room, and on the way up and down we saw Frau Wagner nearly every day. Tall, handsome, Mr. Waters is Assistant Chief of the Music Division of the Library of Congress.-Ed.
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stately, intelligent, she was more than helpful with her suggestions and her unflagging interest. At the end of the day we dutifully returned the letters to the vault, drank a liqueur with Frau Strobel and Herr von Kraft, talked about the contents of the letters and other documents, and wended our way to dinner and home. It was an ideal existence. Among the unpublished correspondence there we found 97 letters from Liszt to Cosima, 52 from Cosima to Liszt, 75 from Anna (Liszt's mother) to her son, 115 from Daniel (Liszt's son) to several recipients, and 17 from Cosima to Anna. Leaving Bayreuth in a little red Volkswagen called Franzi we headed south in March. The weather was raw and cold, the tourist season was still weeks away. Nevertheless, we stopped a couple of nights in Rothenburg ob der Tauber, the town that keeps medieval Germany alive to this day. Going through a small museum there we were shown a hundred year old carriage which our guide pointed to in a rather indifferent manner. That, she explained, was the carriage in which the Fiirstin Carolyne von Sayn-Wittgenstein and her daughter, the Princess Marie, fled from Russia more than a century earlier to join Liszt! What on earth was it doing in this little German city? Well, the Princess Marie subsequently married Prince Konstantin Hohenlohe-Schillingsfiirst, and the reigning Prince (Franz Josef) and his wife lived in Schillingsfiirst, barely five miles away. We were leaving for Italy the next day, but it was absolutely essential to visit this distinguished couple while we were in the neighborhood. So, on a cold March Sunday morning, unannounced, about 11:00 a.m. we appeared at their huge castle (not to be opened to tourists for weeks yet) and requested an audience. Again hospitality was overflowing, and for two or three hours the Prince and Princess plied us with brandy and family history in warmest fashion. Moreover, my great curiosity about one enormous literary production was satisfied. It is well known that the Princess von Sayn-Wittgenstein, failing to marry Liszt, became something of a religious fanatic and wrote reams of theological speculation that was not particularly approved by the Roman Church. Her magnum opus, published at her own expense, was a 24volume work entitled Causes interieures de la Faiblesse exterieure de l'Eglise en 1870. I had never seen it. No copy could be found in America, it was not in the British Museum or in the BibliothUque Nationale. Did Prince Hohenlohe know anything about it? Of course-would I like to see it? You know my answer. Calling for an overcoat and fur cap (for only the living quarters of the castle were heated) he bade us to follow, and we went through long, cold corridors, past his private chapel, into his library. Climbing to the top of a stepladder he brought 666



down two volumes of the set which had been the personal copy of the famous Cardinal von Hohenlohe and let me examine it at leisure. (It was in mint condition and now reposes in the Rare Book Division of the Library of Congress.) The Prince also put us in touch with other members of his family, one of whom has become a fast friend, the wonderfully vital Countess Marie Lamberg, living in the Obersteiermark in Austria, who is a greatgranddaughter of the Princess Carolyne. I bless her for her information about and her interpretation of her family's history! It may not be too venturesome to say that some of her relatives still resent Liszt's "intrusion" into the family background. On to Rome and the Vatican which, to tell the truth, was sadly disappointing, although a few interesting letters were found in other Roman institutions. Then we continued to Budapest where we were greeted, entertained, assisted, and instructed by as fine a group of scholars as can be found in any one city. I wish I could name and do justice to them all, but alas, space (or lack of it) does not permit. Here were Bence Szabolcsi, a man of vast learning and poetic imagination, the enthusiastic Denes Bartha (now a beloved visiting professor in America), the judicious Zoltan Gairdonyi, the thorough and intense Margit Prahics, the surprisingly generous Istvain Szelenyi, all eager to honor Liszt, their national hero, and to assist any foreigner who shared their feelings. And the library service in Budapest was the best, the closest to American library service I found anywhere in Europe! Nowhere did time pass more rapidly than in this beautiful Danubian metropolis. Returning to the west we visited Vienna, Paris (and environs), and London, and in each place we made valuable discoveries and found sympathetic friends. Treasure troves awaited us in the Gesellschaft der Musikfreunde (and, some years later, in the incredibly rich Wiener Stadtbibliothek) and the Bibliothbque Nationale. Forty miles outside of Paris, in Chantilly, is the fabulous Spoelberch de Lovenjoul library with its wealth of French manuscripts and correspondence of the 19th century, and the city library of Versailles, too, had unique source material not to be found elsewhere. In Paris we met Mme. Blandine Ollivier de Pr6vaux, great-granddaughter of Liszt in the French line of descent and granddaughter of Emile Ollivier, prime minister under Napoleon III. A grand dame in the best sense of the word, this gracious lady radiated a charm and wit that were irresistible. She told us much about the French society she grew up in and some of the problems her father (Daniel Ollivier) encountered in editing the Liszt-d'Agoult correspondance. Her first visit to the United States, in October 1970, brought joy to all who know 667



her, and her wise appraisal of her great ancestor confirms her intelligent and balanced sense of values. And in Paris, too, we met Mme. Therese Marix-Spire, then wife, now widow of the celebrated poet, Andre Spire. An authority on the French romantics, she shed a bright light on Liszt's relations with Balzac, a matter surprisingly ignored by Liszt investigators although recognized by Balzac scholars. It is rather amusing, also important, to know that the great French novelist became violently jealous of the handsome keyboard artist who paid too much attention to Eva Hanska. But Mme. Marix-Spire, keenly perceptive, knew much else besides, as her writings on George Sand, Mme. d'Agoult, and Pauline Viardot eloquently attest. In London two surprises were in store for us. The first was finding, in the British Museum, a substantial portion of one of Liszt's literary manuscripts, De la Situation des Artistes et de leur Condition dans la Societe'. Emile Haraszti maintained that not one scrap of the literary essays was extant in Liszt's own handwriting, yet here were page after page (twelve in all) of an important effort, every word indisputably holographic. Who can say that more will not some day appear-to support Liszt as a true and youthful social revolutionary? The second surprise was the opportunity to meet (twice) with the Baron Alexander von Meyendorff (1869-1964), long a widower and living in straitened circumstances in the British capital. The Baron, son of the Baroness Olga von Meyendorff (1838-1926, one of Liszt's most intimate friends), knew and remembered Liszt well, and even at the age of ninetythree had clear recollections of the composer's daily visits to the Meyendorff household in Weimar. Very tall and thin, straight as a ramrod, practically blind but concealing his affliction, a victim of the Russian revolution, the Baron proffered a recital of both good and ill fortune with never a word of complaint or dissatisfaction. His own political career had been brilliant, and he had become vice president of the Russian Duma, an office he held for two years. One of his questions amazed me: did I know Senator Theodore Francis Green of Rhode Island? I admitted having met the Senator, but could claim no close acquaintance; then the Baron stated that in earlier days he and Senator Green had been bosom friends and sympathetic fellow politicians. I must confess, however, that the Baron's recollections of the Hungarian master-recalled from a youth well advanced into the teens-were the more interesting. I remarked that Liszt's music was lacking in humor, and the Baron said that the only piece displaying this quality was an unknown piano piece entitled Carrousel de Madame Pelet-Narbonne (published in 1969 by Barenreiter). Written for the Baron's mother, the original manu668



script had been in the Library of Congress for some years, and I had tried in vain to trace the name in the title. Had it not been for the Baron, the good lady's name would be lost to posterity. Madame Pelet-Narbonne was the owner of the house in Weimar that the Meyendorffs rented. One day (probably in the 1870's) Liszt, laughing heartily, burst into the house and reported that he had just seen something extremely funny. There was a carnival in town, and he (Liszt) had just seen fat and dumpy Mme. Pelet-Narbonne riding on the carrousel. She looked like this-and he sat down at the piano and improvised the little piece. The Baroness Olga was delighted, and urged him to write it out immediately, which he did. The Baron remembered, too that Mme. Pelet-Narbonne more than once pilfered bottles of vintage wine from the well-stocked Meyendorff cellar. And the Baron also recalled that Liszt's appellation for Adelheid von Schorn (stationed in Weimar and instructed by the Princess von SaynWittgenstein to keep Liszt in the paths of virtue) was die ddmliche Providenz, scarcely a complimentary term. Some years passed, and one day I happened upon a list of members of The Manuscript Society. Opposite each name was the subject of the member's special interest. I noticed that a certain Harry Rosenthal, resident in New York City, was collecting materials pertaining to Franz Liszt. I had never heard of Mr. Rosenthal, but a friendly inquiry by mail elicited an equally friendly response, and before many weeks had elapsed I was sitting in his dining room with the table covered by autograph manuscripts and letters. Not a pianist himself, Mr. Rosenthal had been intrigued by one Liszt item, one led to another and another and another, and he very wisely decided not to change from one person (or specialty) to some one or something else. Quietly and assiduously collecting Lisztiana for 30-odd years, he had amassed an assemblage of great brilliance, and Liszt scholars and experts knew nothing of it. No fewer than 22 musical autographs and 121 autograph letters (most of the latter unpublished) were in the collection put together by Mr. Rosenthal with extraordinary sagacity-and modesty, may it be added, for this prominent business man thought he had done nothing remarkable in indulging in a hobby that brought him untold pleasure. The Rosenthal-Liszt collection, enhanced by several important documents not mentioned above, is now in the Library of Congress, and a brief description of it can be found in the January 1967 issue of the Library's Quarterly Journal. Mr. Rosenthal's generosity lodged it there! And my modest study, "Franz Liszt to Richard Pohl," based upon 48 letters from composer to critic, appeared in the summer 1967 issue of Studies in Romanticism. Mr. Rosenthal obtained these letters bound together 669



in one album; they include the famous letter setting forth Liszt's theories about orchestral conducting. The path of Liszt research is a fascinating highway to follow. It has unexpected detours, offers glimpses of spectacular scenery, is peopled by individuals of unimaginable diversity, and is characterized by surprises at every turn. And the end is not yet. Who knows what lies around the next bend in the road? I haven't the faintest idea, but the path must be followed, and I shall be vastly surprised if many more surprises are not in store for all of us.
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