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VMware ESX Server 2 – Systems Compatibility Guide



Last Revised: Friday, March 25, 2005 VMware ESX Server has an architecture that delivers high performance I/O for PCI based SCSI, RAID, Fibre Channel, Ethernet, and Gigabit Ethernet adapters, as well as internal RAID controllers. These high performance devices are accessed directly through device drivers in the ESX Server, and not through a host operating system as with VMware Workstation and GSX Server products. VMware ESX Server is tested for compatibility with a variety of major guest operating systems running in virtual machines. Additionally, VMware ESX Server is tested for compatibility with currently shipping platforms from the major server makers in pre-release testing. Our goal is to support a variety of storage and network adapters used as standard options for these platforms as they come to market. This compatibility guide lists the standard operating systems and server platforms that VMware tests against. However, please be aware that since new I/O devices and driver versions are sometimes introduced silently into a shipping server version – after we have originally qualified the server version, you MUST also check your specific server specifications against the current I/O compatibility guide – located at: http://www.vmware.com/support/esx25/doc/esx_io_guide.pdf



Currently Qualified Guest Operating Systems VMware ESX Server supports the following guest operating systems running in virtual machines: Operating System



Microsoft Windows



Version



ESX Server 1.5.2



ESX Server 2.0.1



ESX Server 2.1



ESX Server 2.1.1 and



ESX Server 2.5



ESX Server 2.1.2



UP



UP



MP



UP



MP



UP



MP



UP



MP



UP



MP



Windows Server 2003 (Standard, Enterprise, Web, Small Business Server)



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



Windows 2000 Advanced Server, Server, or Terminal Services Edition (Service Pack 3 or 4)



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



Windows XP Professional (Service Pack 1 and 2)



Red Hat Linux



ESX Server 2



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



Windows NT 4.0 Server (Service Pack 6a and higher)



9



Versions 6.2, 7.0, 7.1



9



Version 7.2



9



9



Versions 7.3, 8.0



9



9



Version 9.0



9



9



9



9



9



9



3



9



9



9



9 9



9



9



9



9 9



9



9



9



9 9



9
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Enterprise Linux AS/ES/WS 2.1



9



9



9



Enterprise Linux AS/ES/WS 3.0 SuSE Linux



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



Enterprise Server (SLES) 8.0



9



9



9



9



Version 5.1



Version 6.0



Version 6.5



Version 4.10



9



9



up1



up1



up3



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



sp3



sp3



sp3



sp3



sp3



sp3



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



sp7



9



9



sp32



sp5 9



9



sp2



9 9



1.



Update 2 is not supported



2.



See VMware Knowledge base for process to get SP5 working with SP3 drivers



Currently Qualified Servers This list is not an exhaustive list of all servers that are compatible with ESX Server, but represents those servers that VMware or its partners test with major releases of ESX Server. While ESX Server runs on some 64 bit processors, please note that we support only 32 bit guest operating systems.



IBM Product



Model



BladeCenter



HS20-8678



up31



up1



Enterprise Server (SLES) 9.0



FreeBSD



up5



1



Version 9.1



Version 4.5



up5



up1



Version 9.0



FreeBSD



9



9



Version 7.3 Version 8.2



Novell Netware



9



ESX Server 1.5.2



ESX Server 2



ESX Server 2.0.1



ESX Server 2.1



ESX Server 2.1.1



ESX Server 2.1.2



ESX Server 2.5



9



9



9



9



9



9



4



VMware ESX Server 2 – Systems Compatibility Guide



HS20-8832 (32 bit)



9



9



9



9



9



HS20-8832 Nacona



9



HS20-8843



9 9



HS40-8839 xSeries



9



9



9



9



226



9



235



9



255



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



330



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



335



9



336 9



345



9



9



9



9



91,2



346 350



9



360



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



365 370



9



9



440 (up to 16 CPUs)



9



445 (up to 16 CPUs) 445 EXA (up to 16 CPUs) Opteron



e325



9



e326 Note: The IBM RXE PCI Expansion unit is supported in both ESX Server 1.5.2 and ESX Server 2.x 1



Please note that RAID configurations are only supported on the ServeRAID 7K cards and not on the onboard Adaptec SCSI card at this time.
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IBM x346 ServeRAID 7K card needs to either be terminated or attached to external stoarge



HP ESX Server 2



ESX Server 2.0.1



ESX Server 2.1



ESX Server 2.1.1



ESX Server 2.1.2



ESX Server 2.5



BL20p



9



9



9



9



9



9



BL20p G2



9



9



9



9



9



9



Product



Model



pServer Blade Servers



ESX Server 1.5.2



BL20p G3



9



BL25p



9



BL40p



9



9



More HP Servers on next page…



6



9



9



9
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HP continued…… Proliant



DL320



9



DL360



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



DL360 G2



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



DL360 G3



9



9



9



9



9



9



9 9



DL360 G4 DL380



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



DL380 G2



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



DL380 G3



9



9



9



9



9



9



9 9



DL380 G4 DL560



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



DL580



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



DL580 G2



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



DL585 DL740



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



DL760



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



DL760 G2



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



ML370 G3



9



ML370 G4



9



ML570 G2 8500



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



ESX Server 2.0.1



ESX Server 2.1



ESX Server 2.1.1



ESX Server 2.1.2



9



Dell Product



Model



ESX Server 1.5.2



1400SC



9



1500SC



9



ESX Server 2



7



ESX Server 2.5



VMware ESX Server 2 – Systems Compatibility Guide



1550



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



1650



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



1750 1850



9



1855 MC 2450



9



2550



9



2600 2650



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



2850



9



4600 6450



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



ESX Server 2.0.1



ESX Server 2.1



ESX Server 2.1.1



ESX Server 2.1.2



ESX Server 2.5



9



9



9



6600 6650



9



8450



9



9



Fujitsu Siemens Product



Model



Primergy



RX300



ESX Server 1.5.2



ESX Server 2



9



RX300 S2 9



TX300



9



9 9



TX300 S2 RX600



9



9



9



9



TX600



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



RX800 R450



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



T850



9



9



9



9



9



9



9
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9



BX620



9



9 9



BX620-S2 BX660



9



9



9



NEC Product



Model



ESX Server 1.5.2



ESX Server 2



ESX Server 2.0.1



ESX Server 2.1



ESX Server 2.1.1



ESX Server 2.1.2



ESX Server 2.5



Express 5800



180Rc-4



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



180Rd-4



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



140Hc



9 9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



9



140Hd 140Rb-4



9



140Rc-4 120Rd-2



9



120 Re-1 120Rc-2 120Rf-2



9 9



9



120Rg-2



9



120Lh 9



420MA Note: •



Recommended minimum CPU speed for ESX Server 2.x is 700 MHz



•



Recommended minimum CPU speed for Virtual SMP is 900 MHz



Bull



9



9



9



9



9
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ESX Server 2



ESX Server 2.0.1



ESX Server 2.1



ESX Server 2.1.1



ESX Server 2.1.2



ESX Server 2.5



140Hd



9



9



9



9



9



9



140Rc-4



9



9



9



9



9



9



120Rf-2



9



9



9



9



9



9



Product



Model



Express 5800



ESX Server 1.5.2



9



120Lh Note: •



Recommended minimum CPU speed for ESX Server 2.x is 700 MHz



•



Recommended minimum CPU speed for Virtual SMP is 900 MHz



Unisys Product



Model



E3000 Line



ES3120L ES3040L



ESX Server 1.5.2



ESX Server 2.0.1



ESX Server 2



9



9



ESX Server 2.1



9



9



Intel Product



Model



ESX Server 2.1.1



ESX Server 2.1.2



9



9



ESX Server 2.5



Intel Server Compute Blade



SBX44



Intel Server Compute Blade



SBXL52



9



Intel Server Compute Blade



SBX82



9



Intel Whitebox



SRSH4



9



Intel Whitebox



SE7520JR2



9



9



10



ESX Server 2.1.1



9



ESX Server 2.1.2



ESX Server 2.5



9



9



9



9
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Currently Qualified Systems Management Applications ESX Server 2.x is qualified with the following systems management applications: •



HP InsightManager 7.1.2



•



Dell OpenManage 4.1.3 (for Dell 1855MC), 4.2 (for rest)



•



IBM Director 4.2
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