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Abbreviations AIDS



-



Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome



CSPS



-



Centre for Social Policy Studies



FCUBE



-



Free Compulsory Universal Basic Education



GETFund



-



Ghana Educational Trust Fund



GLSS



-



Ghana Living Standards Survey



GPRS



-



Growth and Poverty Reduction Strategy



GSS



-



Ghana Statistical Service



HIV



-



Human immunodeficiency virus



LEAP



-



Livelihood Employment Against Poverty



MIPAA



-



Madrid International Plan of Action



MMPYE



-



Ministry of Manpower Youth and Employment



MOH



-



Ministry of Health



NCA



-



National Council on Ageing



NPC



-



National Population Council



NDPC



-



National Development Planning Commission



NHIS



-



Policy and National Health Insurance Scheme



NGOs



-



Non-governmental Organizations



NRCD



-



National Redemption Council Decree



NSPS



-



National Social Protection Strategy



PIP



-



Population Impact Project



PNDC



-



People National Defense Council



STIs



-



Sexually Transmitted Infections
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GHANA COUNTRY REPORT ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE MADRID INTERNATIONAL PLAN OF ACTION ON AGEING (MIPAA) 1.0 INTRODUCTION The issue of the aged became a major concern in Ghana in the late 1980s when the proportion of the aged to the total population started increasing. As a result of this emerging phenomenon, the National Population Policy of Ghana (Revised Edition, 1994) highlighted issues of the aged among other things. In April 2002, Ghana was among the 159 Governments, Intergovernmental institutions and NGOs that participated in the Second World Assembly on Ageing in Madrid and adopted the Madrid International Plan of Action on Ageing (MIPAA). The MIPAA addressed three main areas of concern which are older persons and development; health and well-being into old age and enabling and supportive environment for Ageing. The Plan called for successful adjustment to an ageing world, in which success is measured in terms of development and improvement in quality of life for older persons in addition to the sustainability of various systems that underpin the quality of well-being throughout the life course. Prior to the Madrid meeting, Ghana participated and adopted the various UN conventions and initiatives on the Aged. These include the First World Assembly on Ageing, held in Vienna in 1982, which recommended initiatives in employment and income security, health, housing, education and social welfare. Ghana also actively participated in the celebration of the 1999 International Year of Older People.



The April 2002 African



Union Labour and Social Affairs Commission meeting in Burkina Faso called on Member States to place employment of vulnerable groups such as persons with disabilities and the aged, among others, at the centre of their economic and social policies. 2.0



PURPOSE AND GENERAL FRAMEWORK



The Ghana Country Report gives a brief account of the approaches adopted and activities carried out by the various stakeholders, relevant Government and Non-Governmental organizations to implement the MIPAA over the past five years. The report was compiled by the National Population Council taking into account submissions made by the Ministry of Manpower, Youth and Employment; Ministry of Women and Children’s 1



Affairs; Ministry of Health; Help Age Ghana and other stakeholders. Prof. A. F. Aryee of the Population Impact Project (PIP), University of Ghana provided technical assistant. The Report starts with an introductory section that relates the goals of the MIPAA to international and national policies. Section Two gives a demographic and socio-economic profile of the Aged in Ghana. Section Three looks at Rural Development, Migration and Urbanization. Work and the Ageing Labour Force; Access to Knowledge, Education and Training; Intergenerational Solidarity are discussed in Sections Four, Five and Six. Sections Seven, Eight and Nine look at Eradication of Poverty; Income Security & Social Protection and Health and Ageing respectively. The age for retirement from active work in the public service and other private organizations in Ghana is 60. Statistics from the 2000 Population and Housing Census states that persons aged 60 years and over constituted about 7 per cent of the total population of Ghana. For the purpose of this Report the Aged are defined as persons 65 years and above. 3.0



DEMOGRAPHIC AND SOCIO-ECONOMIC PROFILE OF AGEING



Ghana like most developing countries has a youthful population with children under 15 years representing about 40 per cent of total population (United Nations, 2001). Elderly persons aged 65 years and above constitute 5 per cent of the Ghanaian population (GSS, 2002). This figure is among the highest in Africa. Most of these elderly persons reside in rural areas. The population of the Aged in Ghana has been increasing over the years. The 2000 Population and Housing Census Report showed that the proportion of the elderly (65 years and over) formed 5.3 per cent of the population, an increase from 4.0 per cent in 1984. The percentage increase of the aged population between 1960 and 1970 was 12.5 per cent. This decreased to 11.1 per cent between 1970 and 1984. However, between the 1984 and 2000 the figure increased to 32.5 per cent. The ratio of the aged to children increased from 8.5 per cent in 1984 to 12.8 per cent in 2000, which is a further indication of ageing of the population. The ageing of the population is also reflected in the increase of median age from 18.1 years in 1984 to 19.4 years in 2000. The ageing of Ghana’s population has been precipitated by rapid fertility decline and improvements in public 2



health services, personal hygiene, sanitation and nutrition.



Table 1.1 shows the age



structure of Ghana’s population between 1960 and 2000. Table 1.1: Age Structure by Sex and Broad Age Groups, 1960-2000 Year Age Group 
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