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Guidelines for abstracts 1



J.-L. Bertrand-Krajewski Laboratoire URGC, INSA de Lyon, 34 avenue des Arts, 69621 Villeurbanne cedex, France. email : [email protected]



Introduction The following guidelines are given to help you to prepare abstracts submitted to conferences, workshops, etc. They should be considered as suggestions based on experience, and not as strict and mandatory rules. A good abstract should give information about the following 7 elements : - the title - the authors - the context - the scientific questions - the method and/or the approach - the results and their discussion - the conclusions and the perspectives. According to the call for abstracts of the conference, other information may be requested : reference to conference topics or themes, keywords, literature citations, etc. It is obvious that you have to follow the prescriptions of the conference organisers.



The title The title should be as informative as possible, but also as concise as possible : a title is always a compromise. But it is a critical compromise because it gives the reviewer his/her first feeling and ideas about the topic and the content of your abstract. Sometimes, a maximum length in words or lines is required by conference organisers. To save some words and to keep only valuable information in your title, avoid titles starting with words like : “Contribution to the study of...”. According to the content of your abstract, fundamental words should appear in the title, like “...experiments in...”, “...modelling of...”, “...theory of...”, etc.



The authors You should give the names, affiliations and addresses of all authors. The corresponding author should appear very clearly, with his/her email address, fax and telephone numbers. (1) Published in "Sewer networks and processes within urban water systems" (Bertrand-Krajewski et al., editors). London (UK): IWA Publishing, WEMS - Water and Environmental Management Series, November 2004, 149-151. ISBN 1 84339 506 1.



For many conferences, abstracts shall be kept anonymous for reviewers. Consequently, the title of the abstract, and names and addresses of authors shall be given on an additional or separate front page that will not be sent to the reviewers. Once again, follow the rules given by the conference organisers.



The context of the research The context of the research means i) the field of your research, and ii) the existing or previous state of art or state of knowledge in this field. It should also contain some brief elements to explain why this field is important for scientific, technical, operational, ecological or economical reasons. In other words, what are the stakes of your work ? Avoid two extreme cases : i) do not start from scratch, like “it is well known since Greek and Roman civilisations that rainfall events occurring in cities may have consequences in terms of runoff and transport of substances....”. You will need at least one page to reach the core of your work : remember that abstracts are very short, typically 1 or 2 pages. ii) reciprocally, do not start with over-specialised elements that are not necessarily known by reviewers, like “Previous work in our institute has shown that the secondorder derivative of the Smith-Parker-Wilkinson equation is absolutely critical for urban development...”. Topics or themes are usually given in calls for papers of conferences. If your abstract corresponds to one (or more) of these topics, you may use this information to start your abstract and to help the reviewer to identify and understand quickly your field and/or topics. The scientific questions In relation to the context, you should now explain what scientific question(s) you want to answer. Test of a hypothesis or of a theory, experimental or laboratory measurements to improve knowledge, to test or validate models, new techniques, new methods, new models, transposition of ideas, concepts, models, methods from another scientific field into your research field, etc.? A clear definition of this(ese) question(s) is absolutely required. The method and/or approach used In this section, you should describe what methods, techniques, tools and approaches you use to provide answers to the above scientific questions. If necessary, some (brief) theoretical background elements may be useful for the reviewer. Laboratory and/or field experiments ? What instruments do you use ? How do you proceed ? How do you process data, information, results ? What significant hypotheses or assumptions do you use ? What model or theory do you use ? What variables or parameters



do you measure or analyse ? What kind of mathematical, analytical, or software tools do you use ? What kind of protocol do you apply ? If your research needs successive steps or phases, explain how they are organised and their logic. The results and their discussion This section should provide a brief description of your results. You should give some data, tables, figures, synthetic results. If you have only preliminary or partial results, this should be explained. The results should then be discussed in order to show how they contribute to answer or not your above scientific questions, how they may validate or not your hypotheses, your model, etc., how they may generate new questions or problems. The above paragraph implies that you have already obtained some results, which is not systematically the case. However, remember that abstracts which do not provide results, but only general ideas, concepts or plans have a very low probability to be selected by the reviewers. As the number of presentations is limited in conferences, you should always keep in mind the following question that the reviewer(s) shall answer : what is the potential interest for the audience to hear your presentation if, based on the abstract, there are no results but only intentions or plans ? Conclusions and perspectives This section is usually short in abstracts, but should provide some elements. What are the future tasks ? Is your research programme finished ? What are the new questions, the new problems, the possible extensions ? It is of course not the aim of these guidelines to lead to fully formatted and “standardised” abstracts. However, some orders of magnitude could be given about the respective lengths of the last 5 sections, expressed hereafter in percents of the total length : - the context - the scientific questions - the method and/or approach - the results and their discussion - the conclusions and the perspectives



10 % 15 % 25-40 % 30-45 % 5%



Keep in mind that your abstract should be : - informative : the reviewer has to answer the question “based on the abstract, what is the potential interest (in terms of results, knowledge, data, models, etc.) for the audience to listen to this presentation ?” - attractive : beyond the scientific content of your abstract (which is, at least theoretically, objective), the reviewer has also to answer the question “based on the abstract, could one expect a good presentation or a good paper, i.e. a presentation or a paper that will be well structured, well organised, clear in terms of objectives, questions, results and discussion ?”
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Guidelines for session rapporteurs 1 - JLBK 

This occurs frequently, as new results have been obtained by the authors between the time they wrote the paper for the conference proceedings and the time of.










 








Guidelines for session chairpersons 1 - JLBK 

... WEMS - Water and Environmental Management Series, November 2004, 155-157. ... facilitating and managing answers from the audience and answers from the ... may be suggested between the papers, and to prepare some questions for ... room and check t










 








Guidelines for â€œ Advocatus diaboli â€� - JLBK 

This occurs frequently, as new results have been obtained by the authors between the time they wrote the paper for the conference proceedings and the time of ...










 








Guidelines for oral presentations and preparation of slides - JLBK 

created to be read from short distance in newspapers and books, not for long distance in conference ... It is a scientific presentation, not an advertising show.










 








Suppl.1 - JLBK 

involving the solution of a quadratic equation, without specifying which root is to be taken). NOTE 2 This Supplement does not consider the case where a prior ...










 








1 See HYGIA. - JLBK 

Short Historical Dictionary on Urban Hydrology and Drainage. Â© Jean-Luc Bertrand-Krajewski - 02/2005. 1. SALUS. See HYGIA.










 








Call for Abstracts 

Call for Abstracts. â€œAdvances in Characterization of Materials ... Center for Nondestructive Evaluation. Cosponsor: American Society for Nondestructive Testing, ...










 








Call for presentation abstracts 

Nov 29, 2015 - This mini-symposium is an opportunity for NDT and Monitoring researchers to present (or held) presentations concerning computing ...










 








Surveillance 6 Call for abstracts 

Focused on the same scope, this conference is devoted to all topics related to acoustical and vibration methods development and applications for surveillance ...










 








Guidelines for Proposals 

Un système de santé se compose de toutes les organisations, les personnes et ... Le renforcement des systèmes communautaires (RSC) est une approche qui ...










 








Guidelines for Presentations - Reesonomics 

Attach a bibliography â€“ a comprehensive overview of the used sources â€“ at the end. IV. Final provisions. 1. Only the main text counts towards the word limit. 2.










 








Author Guidelines for 8 

L. Prevost A. Moises C. Michel-Sendis L. Oudot M. Milgram. UniversitÃ© Pierre & Marie ... The recognition system used in the experiments is based on prototype ...










 








1. abstracts selected for oral and flash presentations 2 2. abstracts 

Sep 17, 2014 - best clinical benefit reducing the motor UPDRS and the study has ..... A potential solution to this would be to divide each cylindrical electrode ..... This new approach ...... This brain area is a key part of the default mode network 










 








CARV 2007 Instructions for Paper Abstracts 

Management, Technische UniversitÃ¤t MÃ¼nchen. Boltzmannstr. ... fact that they can only rely on few case- ... are supported by a study of the IZT â€“ Institut ... missing reference solutions ... and financial resources. ... Technology Support in Manu










 








ugarit - JLBK 

great capital of the kingdom of Ugarit, with fortifications, a Royal Palace, temples, houses and ... Not only famous as the place where the ... a mythological water cycle was associated to Baal*, the god of rainfall and storm (Calvet, 1989, 2001).










 








chanakya - JLBK 

economic organisation, and is very famous for its political philosophy: the ... from Chanakya, can not be considered as fully written by Chanakya due to many.










 








bouqras - JLBK 

Short Historical Dictionary on Urban Hydrology and Drainage. Â© Jean-Luc Bertrand-Krajewski - 08/2006. 1. BOUQRAS. Discovered by W.J. van Liere in the ...










 








kautilya - JLBK 

Short Historical Dictionary on Urban Hydrology and Drainage. Â© Jean-Luc Bertrand-Krajewski - 02/2005. 1. KAUTILYA. See CHANAKYA.










 








European Resuscitation Council Guidelines for 

is now established, and future technology may ... through an AED programme than with manual defib- .... determined in prospective studies, it should be pos-.










 








Author Guidelines for 8 - Mugnier 

systems. This allowed documenting the loss of photoreceptors in diseases such as retinitis pigmentosa. A precise counting of residual photoreceptors may be an.










 








GENDER GUIDELINES FOR ASYLUM DETERMINATION 

However, created from the experiences of the post-WWII period, they continue today to reflect the ... In the United States of America, country of origin is the ... The following guidelines recognize that the greater part of persecution experienced by










 








EL-KOWM - JLBK 

Short Historical Dictionary on Urban Hydrology and Drainage. Â© Jean-Luc Bertrand-Krajewski - 02/2006. 1. EL-KOWM. El Kowm (or Al Kawm) was a neolithic ...










 








habuba kebira - JLBK 

trenches, or, the most frequent case, into a street gutter (Ludwig, 1977) or a pipe. Figure 1 : Typical wastewater pipes observed in South Habuba Kebira.










 








CG 1333 - JLBK 

Jun 22, 1977 - the formula proposed by the engineer Albert Caquot* to calculate ... Caquot (1941) (see Caquot* for more detail) based his formula on a volume balance ... Compared to the initial equation given by Caquot (1941), the above ...
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