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CHAPTER 2 5



STUDIES CONCERNING T H E PSYCHOLOGY AND SYMPTOMATOLOGY OF GENERAL PARESIS By Paul Schilder I. A GENERAL PSYCHOLOGICAL INTRODUCTION



( a ) Objects and Relationships



HUMANBEINGS exist and act in a real world. This world has an articulation which they perceive.2 T h e concept of perception, however, needs scrutiny. W h e n speaking of perception we generally think of sense perception; indeed, we usually mean sensation. But-as I once showed 3-sensation is an abstraction. Koffka too has criticized the current concept of sensation, and rightly so. There is n o constant correspondence between simple objects of the outside world, stimuli, and simplest e ~ p e r i e n c e T . ~h e expression “sensation” should be used only for the subjective aspect of the experience of perceiving. T h e experiSchilder (655). Schilder’s epistemological stand is indicated here. It is the articulation of the world which is given, not the “categories” of the “pure mind” (Kant). The point is of importance, since modern dynamic psychology has implications suggestive of solipsism. See, for example, Laforgue (441, pp. 57-59). The epistemological paradox of dynamic psychology is: how accoiint for an adequate knowledge of reality when consciousness, the medium for gaining knowledge, is determined by intrapsychic laws? This paradox-implicit to the psychoanalytic concept of “reality-testing’’ and amenable to psychological solution-is rarely tackled. (See Freud, Chap. 15, note 6, and Hartmann on “fitting-in,” Chap. 19, 11, above.) I.



2.



3. For a discussion of this point, see Schilder (649, pp. 3-6 and 1 7 2 ) ; see also Schilder (648, pp. 2 3 - 2 8 ) . 4. See Koffka (406, pp. 103-5), and (404, PP. ‘47-49). 5. Schilder means that the concept sensation implies a quest for a simple psychological “element” (sensation) which would be elicited by a simple enough stimulus (reality-segment), if found. Here Schilder takes the point of view of Gestalt-psychology, and condemns as an idle dream the hope of finding a correspondence between isolated elements of reality and isolated elements of the psyche. 6. The concept “subjective aspect” reverberates with the influence of Meinong ( 5 I I ) and Brentano (90), and of Husserl’s ( 346, I 7 I ) phenomenology.
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ence of primitive percepts is by no means simpler than the experience of percepts of great complexity. It is, therefore, incorrect to say that perceptions are built of sensations. Actually, we are forever searching for the interrelations of our body, of our subjective sense-impressions, and of discrete parts of our percepts. W e do this by means of complicated abstractions and experiments of our everyday life. When in this search we happen to hit upon units of subjective experience which seem in close correspondence with objects of simple structure, we call them sensations. Thus, sensations are by no means the natural units of psychic life, particularly not in the sense that psychic life is built of such simple sensations. There is a widespread opinion, more or less tacitly held, that only sensations are realities and that they become perception by being displaced into the outside world through projection. But starting with the sensations red, hard, round, it is impossible to arrive at the object, red billiard ball. Furthermore, red, hard, round, are by no means genuine primitive sensations. It is likely that in primitive sensation a great abundance of “elements” is interwoven; or more correctly, in primitive sensation elements would be altogether indistinguishSchilder-like Buehler ( I O ~ )to, whom he often refers-has been deeply influenced by these thinkers. Their influence is seen in Schilder’s conception of all psychic life as consisting of “acts.” Acts imply for him, just as for phenomenological philosophy, an object, turning of consciousness toward the object (intentionality), and the specific form the object takes in the act. See Schilder (648, p. 5), and (652, particularly the Introduction). Such phenomenblogicnl description of psychological happening is in harmony with the exploration b j dynamic psychologies of the forms o conscious experience, and emphasizes one of their neglected aspects. For a discussion of “acts” and “intentionality,” see Gurwitsch, in Farber ( I 7 I, p. 65). Gurwitsch writes: T h e intentionality of consciousness may be defined as a relation which all, or at least certain, acts bear to an object. In this manner, Brentano introduced the no-



tion into contemporary philosophy. Seeking to account for the difference between what he calls “physical phenomena” and what he calls “psychical phenomena,” Brentano found, among other characteristics, that the latter are distinguished by a relation to, or a direction toward, an object. This directedness of psychical phenoniena is interpreted by Brentano as their containing within themselves an “immanent” object-like entity. Although Husserl takes over Brentano’s notion of intentionality, he raises some objections against this interpretation. His examination of Brentano’s conception of intentionality finally leads him to abandon it completely; but he agrees with Brentano in acknowledging the existence of a highly important class of mental factors-for which Husserl reserves the title of acts-which have the peculiarity of presenting the subject with an object. Experiencing an act, the subject is aware of an object, so that the act niay be characterized . . . as a consciousness of an object whether real or ideal, whether existent or imaginary.
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able.’ Actually, “sensation” indicates merely that while we are perceiving, something is going on in our body. I repeat: perception does not come about by projection. Rather it seems that every perception implies (a) that which is perceived, (b) m y sensation, and (c) m y act of turning toward the world.s T h e world is not derived from m y body or from m y ego, but is just as genuine as they are. W e are accustomed to separate perceiving an object, imaging it, and thinking it. It is a matter of dispute in psychology whether, besides perception-contents and image-contents, there are not imageless-contents also, such as thoughts (Buehler) and awarenesses (Ach) .lo I d o not believe that the existence of such imageless thoughts can be doubted, though it is an open question whether they can appear in isolation or require always the support of perceptual material; it is probable that fragments of perceptions and images are always present. Buehler also holds this view now. See also WillwoIl.l1* Fundamentally, perceptions, images, and thoughts always have a subjective and an objective aspect. W h a t we call sensation is the subjective aspect of perception.12 For the objective side of images and thoughts w e have n o term. Phenomenology has 7. The evidence for this assertion is the observed syncretic, global, diffuse, and undifferentiated character of primitive perception in infants, animals, the brain-injured, psychotics, etc. See in this respect, H. Werner (755, pp. 104 ff.). 8. In his sharp stand against attributing any role to projection in perception, Schilder leans on Brentano, Meinong, and Husserl. The assertion is directed against a frequent assuinption of dynamic psychoiogy: that the total mass of perceptual raw material obtained through the sense-organs becomes our “knowledge” of the outside world by being reorganized according to the principles of the individual’s thoughtorganization, and then projected outward. It takes such a cumbersome explanation to account for our experiencing an outside world, when it is assumed that the organization of our percepts fol1 0 ~ intrapsychic s principles (note that



the latter is held even by Gestalt-psychology). Schilder sugiests that only part of the organization is intrapsychic (see note 2, above), and that in perception we need not assume a projectionmechanism because the very act of perceiving implies a “turning toward the world.” While it is easy to go along with the first suggestion, the second (of phenomenological vintage) seems to beg the question; it gives a description only, not an explanation. 9. See Buehler, Chap. 2, above. “Thought” here translates Gedanke. I 0. “Awareness’’ here translates Be. wusstheitem; literal translation, “consciousnesses,” meaning contents of consciousness which are neither percepts nor images. See Ach, Chap. I , above. I I . * Willwoll ( 7 7 2 ) . I 2. Note the implication that the concept “perception’’ pertains to the “objective’’ aspect.
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shown that a thought or an image always refers t o an object, namely that one which is meant b y the image or thought.I3 W h a t finally emerges in image or thought is wholly analogous with the percept.14 W h a t is contained in the image or thought is closely related to what we call concept. But concepts are closely related to words; images and thoughts do not necessarily imply words. O u r formulation is: concepts are the objective aspect of certain images and thoughts. Whatisanobject? . . .15 Talking about objects implies that the world is articulated into discrete parts. However, the expression “part” leaves it open whether or not there is an intrinsic relationship between the individual object and the world as the totality of objects. W e shall take no stand on whether the world is the sum of individual objects or an organized whole.I6 At any rate, the fundamental implication of the concept “object” is that we can never experience the world as a uniform continuum. It remains, however, quite indefinite what is t o be considered a single object: the chair or its back.17 Wherever w e may draw this dividing line, the fact remains that the world of our experience is discontinuous. I have shown elsewhere that we can hardly make the world as a whole the object of our actions. O n l y on very primitive levels of psychic life are there intentions l9 which come close to the wish to master the whole world as a single object. Objects are the units upon which w e act. T o enable us to act, the object must appear an unchanging unit. Phenomenology has correctly shown that the rigidity 2o of I 3. In the phenomenological literature “meant by” often stands for “intended by.” 14. That is, their “objective aspect,” the object they “mean” or “intend.” 15. The omitted part touches briefly on the problem of values. 1 6 . The “sum” versus the “whole” is here the same as in Wertheimer’s ( 7 6 2 ) distinction between “and-sum” and “Gestalt.” For a concise definition see Katana ( 3 7 4 , p. 2 7 ) . 17. This is the problem of the hierarchy of Gestalts and sub-Gestalts. See Kofflta (406, p. 7 1 8 ) , on “sub-systems.” 18. This use of action as a criterion reflects its central role in Schilder’s



theory. It is similar to the role Freud assigns to action. See Schilder ( 6 5 2 ) and Freud ( 2 2 3 ) . 19. Intention is used here in the sense of “directed will-activity preparatory to action,” and not in the sense of Brentano’s (90, p. I I 5 ) “intentionality.” 20. Apparently what is meant here is “constancy.” See Piaget, Chap. 6, above. The issue of constancv (color, size, etc.) is a major field of psychophysical experimentation. (See I,Freud (235, pp. 2 5 s 58) distinguished the systems Ucs (Unconscious), Pcs (Preconscious), and Cs (Conscious). Cf. Chap. 2 3 , 11, above. 205. Compare Schilder, Appendix to Chap. 24, above.
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tiom20s [ W e may assume, thereforc, that] here [in paretic thought disorders] , too, thought-processes come to a premature close. All thought-processes end with awareness of the truth or falseness of the G. E. Ailueller has stressed that the degree of truth-awareness varies greatly. W e must distinguish, however, not only the degree but also the intensity of truth-awareness, which depends upon the amount of new experiences Truth-awareness in our patients lacks intensity; their awareness of memory-certainty is weak: [consequently] they are quite suggestible.2o09 I refer particularly to Case No. 8. Yet, as I indicated in reporting the case material, it would be wrong to assume that all correction-processes are absent in these patients. A few peculiarities of primitive experience are particularly apparent in our patients. First of all, w e see a tendency to iterate motifs. I refer again t o Case No. I . T h e affective transformation of the motif gives each reiteration its specific character.”O This kind of motif-variation and repetition is familiar from the Ucs system.”’ [Secondly] w e see a tendency to multiply figures in the story, and this too is reminiscent of the Ucs system. O n e is tempted to conclude that the regulations of the processes of the Unconscious are demonstrable in the paretic memory-disorder. [Thirdly] a striking feature of many paretics is their failure to see that they are dealing with stories whose historical reality is irrelevant. T h e y excuse their inadequate reproduction by stating that they were not present. Often they will put themselves into the place of the hero and See Freud ( 2 0 9 , pp. 4 9 2 ff.). This significant point is understated. Schilder succeeded here in conjoining the thinking of psychoanalysis (reality-testing) , of associationism (G. E. Mueller: correctness), and of actpsychology (Brentano-A4einong: awareness). 208. Schilder seems to mean that, given a series of events, materials, and experiences, registration and apprehension proceed to mold them into a unified whole with past experiences. The success of this unification determines the degree of truth-awareness. The number of experiences so integrated determines the intensity (depth) of truth-awareness. 206.



207.



Cf. Buerger-Prinz and Kaila, IV, below. t 10. By “affective transformation” Schilder apparently means: (a) changes which retain the original affect (death, war, .journey) but replace all verbal, situational, and meaning material; (b) changes which attenuate the original affect or substitute its opposite, and then assimilate the verbal, situational, and meaning material to the substitute affect -the motif so obtained may then again become subject to the transformations described under (a); (c) the “transformations” described in Chap. 2 4 , pp. 500501, above. 1 I I . See Schilder, Chap. 24, above. 209.
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relate the events of the story as their own This, too, is a familiar tendency of the Unconscious. Emphasizing of one's self is apparently closely related to affective needs that lie close to the surface. Finally, if this kind of patient has once made a mistake he will cling most stubbornly to his creation, and rereading will hardly make a dent in it.213* I believe I have covered the essential features of the [thought] disorder of our demented patients. I summarize: Inexpedient methods are applied in registration, elaboration, and reproduction. T h e necessary anticipations and the integration of parts into wholes do not take place. T h e whole-apperceptions that do come about are not sufficiently structured. In the process of apperception, concepts and situations are [freely] replaced by coordinate or superordinate concepts, The more far-gone the dementia, the more far-fetched the coordination. These misapperceptions are either complex-determined or related to the patient's personal life. The reproduction-processes meet the same obstacles. Since correction-processes are inadequate or absent, logically incompatible ideas remain juxtaposed. T h e driving-force to continue and complete the thought-process may be diminished, but an excess of driving-forces also may occur, resulting in overproduction dominated by rhythmic motif-repetition. A4isapprehensions and misreproductions once created greatly resist change. Not only meaning is falsely apperceived and reproduced, but the situation is misunderstood in that the story is considered historical reality or even the patient's own experience. Truth-awareness is lacking in intensity, and does not initiate correction. T h e language is often extremely sloppy, with no tendency to correct it. . T h e question is whether this description encompasses the essence of dementia. Obviously, none of the characteristics described above is specific to paretic dementia; they could well have been those of dream-processes or schizophrenic thought-disorders, and therefore must be somehow incomplete. Some characteristics have not yet been mentioned. T h e first of these is that the paretic's distortions in recall are altogether banal; the second, that in general the disorder is evenly distributed throughout the field of experience.214W e may add that



..



212." Koeppen and Kutzinsky (402) saw these phenomena in other organic psychoses. Chance selection of their comparatively small case material must be held responsible for their not having observed it in paretics.



213." Koeppen and Kutzinsky (402) have also observed this. 214. T h a t is, it occurs regardless of the thought-content, unlike repression phenomena. But this contrast is not strictly valid: repression, too, may gen-
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in dreams and schizophrenia, just because of the selectivity of the “dementia,” one gains the impression that the person could do better; but in paresis the disorder gives the impression of inevitability. . . . I have nieiitioned repeatedly that complex-material enters into the elaboration of these stories. Yet it is of a more or less superficial character. T h e wishes which come to expression are common, lacking in personal coloring. T h e salient feature of the disorder here described is the banality of its contents, which are those of the world of the bourgeois; the complexes are those of the superficies. T h e childishness so patent in Case No. I seems to contradict this; however, it is in many respects only playing at childishness, and is not a true regression to early stages of development. I believe that now we have encompassed the essence of dementia. T h e concept of “deficit” is replaced by the dynamic concepts “changed attitude” and “inadequate technique of thinking.” As the thought-processes come to a premature close, there is a dearth of correction-processes, and a full truth-awareness is never achieved. W e must assume a lack of driving-forces, but then must distinguish between “internal” and “external” 216 driving-forces of thought. T h e “external” driving-force may remain normal. In Case No. I it is even excessive, though in most cases of far-gone dementia it is considerably decreased.



( c ) On the Psychological Differential Diagnosis of Paretic Dementia Attempting to characterize the nature of the concepts of schizophrenics, I once concluded that their major characteristic is the tremendous enlargement of the concept basis,216which came to include all of the patient’s essential experience. For instance, for Case No. I in my book Seek und Leben 217p the concept of death was far broader than its everyday meaning; along with it, the everyday concept also survived. In addition, in acute cases of schizophrenia the A comprocess of apprehension is not completed, and remains in steady eralize until it becomes an overriding characteristic of the state of consciousness. z 15. The distinction between “internal” and “external” driving-forces of thought is not clear. It seems to be an ad hoc assumption made to account for the occurrence of both decreased and increased driving-forces in dementia. As far as I can see, the distinction has no ex-



planatory and little descriptive potency. Cf. Chap. 2 7 , note 10,below. 2 16. See Schilder (652); cf. Rapaport, et al. ( 6 0 2 , I, 254-57), and Kasanin (372).



7.* Schilder ( 6 5 2 ) . Schilder apparent1 refers to the fact that in acute schizop renia a multitude of connotations of words tends to become simultaneously conscious, re2I



2 I 8.
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parison of the concepts of our paretics with those of schizophrenics makes it obvious that the former do not differ very much from those of everyday. T h e meaning of officer, pope, shark, to the paretic is not very different from the normal. While the schizophrenic’s concepts and propositions may be considered undeveloped, the paretic’s concepts are those of everyday; only their application is disordered, in the manner described. Naturally, the concepts of dementia patients are frequently incomplete and marked by a dearth of attributes. Yet we know that the concepts of imbeciles, for instance, are quite sharply defined by this very dearth. In studying imbeciles, one often gets the impression that the restructuring of the ~ o n c e p t - b a s i s , ~ ~ ~ which is continuous in normals, occurs most slowly or not at all. T h e all too literal learning of our juvenile paretic 2 2 0 illustrates this point. Thus, the schizophrenic thought-disorder implies a farther-reaching conceptual disorder. T h e schizophrenic’s thought-disorder encroaches on the concept “in statu nascendi,” 221 while that of the paretic attacks a relatively developed concept. Each involves-so to speak-a different phase of the thought-process. In schizophrenia, affectivity and attitudes that bring about concepts are fundamentally altered; in dementia, the disorder affects the manner of utilization of relatively developed concepts. In other words: the schizophrenic’s thought-disorder affects the core, the paretic’s the periphery, of experience. Correspondingly, the schizophrenic’s thought-disorder brings archaic,222 the paretic’s everyday, material to the fore. Schizophrenic thoughtand to disorder pertains first of all to the basis of concepts and their apperception in registration; paretic thought-disorder to elaboration. Schizophrenic thought-disorder affects the development of concepts and propositions, the paretic affects the developed concepts and propositions. In the background of and side by side with the schizophrenic’s concepts, there still exists usually a correctly built conceptual world; 224 the two worlds stand not sulting in doubt, perplexity, and confu- rectly appraised by Head ( 3 14) and sion. Bartlett (37). z 19. By “restructuring of the con2 2 0 . Case No. 3, above. 2 2 I . In a nascent state. cept-basis” Schilder means apparently the process whereby the concept-basis 2 2 2 . For a characterization of archaic and a new experience meet, the experi- material, see Storch (716). ence is assimilated to the concept-basis, 2 2 3 . Cf. Kasanin (372). and alters it. This process was observed 2 2 4 . Cf. Bleuler (7 I , pp. 4 ff.). and its paramount significance was cor-
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united. Within his disordered thought-organization the paretic still retains remnants of his pre-paretic system of relationships, only these cannot be brought to bear on experience as fully as those concepts of the schizophrenic which are adequate. This is why the dementia of the paretic seems irrevocable, while that of the schizophrenic reversible. T h e formulation that the basic disorder of schizophrenia and paresis is essentially the same, but affects different subject-matter in each, is incomplete; the difference in subject-matter naturally changes the form of appearance of the basic disorder. Such comparisons are, moreover, always too general and schematic. Thus it is obvious that in paresis not only the layer of crystallized thought, but also the neighboring layers are disordered. This is well illustrated in far-gone paretics, in whom aphasic and agnosic disorders are hardly ever absent. Thorough studies of this aspect of other forms of dementia are not extant.225” It will be necessary for our purpose to make an attempt here to clarify the nature of aphasic and agnosic disorders. Classical theory has considered aphasia a disorder of word-presentations,226that is, a disorder affecting verbalization. Recent theories of aphasia are inclined to consider it a thought-disorder. . . . It is certainly true that each of our presentations and words express something This makes it difficult to conceive of a disorder which affects only verbalization. . . However, Binswanger 2 2 8 8 is right: the thought which is put into words is not the same as the thought before it is verbalized; thus it would be incorrect to consider aphasia solely a thought-disorder. Nor is agnosia T h e conception that solely a thought-disorder, but also one of amnesic aphasia is a disorder of categorical thinking (Goldstein and Gelb) 230* apperception as a phase of the thought225.” The thorough study by Eliasberg and Feuchtwanger ( I 53) of an un- process, the argument is somewhat hazy usual case of acquired dementia is an ex- here. Verbalization also is such a phase. What is probably meant is that we must ception. be specific, and distinguish between dis2 2 6 . An alternative translation: “verorders of the thought-process in general bal images.” 2 2 7. “Mental” translates geistiges, and those of its specific phases. He also literally “spiritual.” The implication is stresses that some general involvement of that presentations and words express the thought-process is present in the dissomething which reaches beyond them order of any specific phase. 230.I Goldstein and Gelb (264). -that is, a meaning. [Compare also Goldstein’s recent vol2 2 8.’ L. Binswanger (64). 2 2 9 . Since Schilder has so far treated ume, 2 79.1
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has its limitations. Verbal, visual, and acoustic presentations are not lost in aphasic disorders. T h e trouble in the so-called motor-aphasias lies rather in the inability to develop correct sequences of sounds. T h e sounds emerge in incorrect sequence. A sound, once found, will often not leave the aphasic: he keeps iterating it. A word available to the aphasic in one situation may not be at his disposal in another. That he can pronounce a certain letter may not mean that he can pronounce it in a word. A word available to him separately may not be at his disposal in a sentence. Contrariwise, a whole sentence successfully uttered does not mean success with its words and sounds taken separately. Moreover, the aphasic’s achievements are subject to considerable fluctuation with the setting. This obtains for word-apprehension, too. Understanding the sentence as whole does not mean that its single words will be understood. Aphasic patients frequently replace sounds and words by others closely related. Single parts are often condensed or displaced. T h e patient clings to the misformations he creates. In final analysis, perseverations are closely related to such clinging to once-created forms. T h e problem of the speech-fragments of aphasics deserves reconsideration in this light. At any rate, aphasic and agnosic disorders affect a layer of the psyche which has little individual coloring and only a loose contact with personal experiences; it has a means 231 character, it is psychologically peripheral. Thus we encounter here the same basic disorder, again acting on a different material, and again taking on a new form of appearance. A comparison of aphasic and paretic disorders shows that aphasia is psychologically even more peripheral than paretic disorder. Thinking may surely be regarded as a means of personality, yet it is undoubtedly a far more personal means than language. Still, it would be incorrect to assert that personal vicissitudes play no role in aphasia and agnosia. It is commonly observable that even in these disorders the selection of what will be retained and reproduced depends to a certain extent on personal inclinations and interests. This holds even though personal experience is far less decisive here than in the basic schizophrenic disorder. Consequently, these disorders are far more diffusez3* than those of 2 3 I . “A4eans-character” here translates werkzeupzaessig. Schilder stresses that what is affected in aphasia is not motivation but the means by which it is carried



out.



232.



is “selective.” Thus, according to



Schilder, in neuroses and schizophrenias personal motivation selectively determines the locus of the disorder, while in aphasias and agnosias this selectivity Here the antithesis of “diffuse” plays a lesser role: the disorder spreads
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neuroses or schizophrenias. It is instructive to compare the slips of aphasics with the complex-determined slips of neurotics and normals. Aphasics, too, make slips more often when excited o r when the topic touches on a complex; but in their slips, general factors like effort and fatigue rather than selectiveness are the major determiners. The overwhelming majority of the slips of neurotics and normals is complex-determined, even though the influence of such general factors as tiredness must not be ~ n d e r e s t i r n a t e d . .~ ~ . ~. I stress these common features t o show that fundamentally communication always exists between the various psychological layers. At this point I want to advance the formulation that the disorders of meanslayers 2 3 4 of the psyche are more diffuse than those of more central and personal layers. It needs n o extensive proof that the asphasic-agnosic disorders are more peripheral and more diffuse than those of paretic dementia. By “diffuse” I do not mean, like G ~ l d s t e i n , ~that ~ ~ every ” aphasic or agnosic disorder implies a fundamental disorder of all that belongs to the means-layer of perception and language. Thus w e know 236x that optic agnosias pertain to a single, relatively isolated range of objects. For instance, in word-blindness other disturbances of optical apperception play only a minor role. Isakower and I 2373 have even observed relatively isolated agnosic disorders, not one of which involved a speech disorder. Therefore, I do not believe Goldstein is right in assuming that aphasic or agnosic disorder always involves all the realms of the psychological means-layer. O n e may say only that a disorder of one optic realm will involve diffusely over the realms of speech and uted to the general factor merely a preunderstanding. Here we encounter again cipitating and not a determining role the distinction between an isolated ( 2 1 0 , p. 5 0 ) . Schilder renders the disthought-disturbance or -formation, and tinction between causation and prea generalized, normal or pathological, cipitation relative, by showing that in thought-organization. Symbols versus certain settings a precipitating factor the thought-organization of dreams, slips beconies the major causal one. Such relaof tongue versus schizophrenic thought- tivization of determining factors is actuorganization, are other examples. Affect- ally a further extension of thoroughor drive-influences, and states of con- going psychological determinism. 2 34. See note 2 3 I , above. sciousness, respectively, underlie these. Cf. Silberer, Chap. 9, particularly notes ~ 3 5 Goldstein . ~ (283). 236.’ Poetzl ( 5 7 2 ) clearly demon55, 7 8 , and 9 3 ; also Chap. 13, note 62, strated this. above. 2 3 3. Freud, in discussing thorough~ 3 7 Isakower . ~ and Schilder (348). going psychological determinism, attrib-
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other optic realms. The involvement will affect neighboring realms . . but even these only to a small degree. . .238 In other words, the disordered psychic layer in aphasia and agnosia is articulated according t o object realms, within any one of which the disorder is diffuse. . . .239 I should like to mention briefly that amentia 24fl is again the same fundamental disorder manifesting itself in yet another layer of experience. T h e psychological layers affected are concerned with the immediate elaboration of the material of perception and imagery. Apparently the perceptual raw material must be organized into broader units before it can be usefully integrated into the total experience of the person. T h e apprehension of a situation is not purely the task of the thought-process; nor is it a very personal task, though in this phase of elaboration, individual experience and affective factors d o play a greater role than in r a w - p e r c e p t i ~ n Thus, . ~ ~ ~ the psychological layer involved in amentia is one situated between the perceptual and the affective. It is more ego-close than the layer of thought-organization disordered in paresis; however, it does



.



238. The omitted section discusses the concept of “neighboring,” with respect both to objects and to brainlocalization. 239. In the omitted section Schilder concludes that the ubiquity of aphasic and agnosic disorders in dementia suggests a yet unknown relationship in the cortical localization of the centers responsible for speech and cognition on the one hand, and thought-organization on the other. The section is problematic for two reasons: (a) Even if we acknowledge the relative autonomy of speech in particular, it would seem still necessary to subsume speech and cognition under the heading “thought-organization.” (b) One wonders whether localization in this sense is still a bona fide working hypothesis, and whether accepting Schilder’s arguments against Goldstein’s clinical contentions invalidates the latter’s ( 2 8I ) conclusions against localization in the older sense. 240. According to Meynert (518).



amentia is a psychosis the essential symptom of which is hallucinatory confusion -a phenomenon of functional loss, due to cerebral exhaustion. See however Freud (209, pp. 487 2nd 533), and (237, pp. 145 and 149); also Hartmann and Schilder (3 I 2 ) . 241. As I understand it, Schilder assumes that the psychological apparatus is so adapted to its environment that certain of its layers function in a more “impersonal” and homogeneous manner, guaranteeing the basic commonality of the relation of individuals to the world. This is consonant both with Freud’s conception of the development of the secondary process (Chaps. 1 5 and 17, above), and with Hartmann’s conceptions of the “inborn ego-apparatuses” and “conflict-free ego-sphere” (Chap. 19, above). Bruner’s (97, I O O ) , R4urphy s (533), and Klein’s (387) experiments suggest a fluid transition between the central and peripheral, “personal,” and “impersonal” layers.
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not derive directly from that of thought-organization, but rather that of per~ e p t i o n . Later ~ ~ ? I shall proffer evidence that the essence of amentia is also a disorder of integration and differentiation. W e have reached the point where we may attempt to define dementia. First of all, it may be described as a disorder of thought and action, not referable to a defect of the perceptual apparatus or the organs of action, or unwillingness, or distraction, or even affect, but rather to inability. Secondly, it is rooted in a disorder of differentiation and integration in a layer of the psychological organization which does not belong to the individual-affective core of the personality, and which serves the conceptual elaboration of the experiencematerial already organized by perception and apperception. Let us now compare this with the definitions collected in Fleck's 2431; survey. Kraepelin 2 4 4 + and Wundt 245iw:are of the opinion that the concepts intelligence and intellectual function do not refer to unitary and well-delineated sets of facts; dementia is therefore only a link in a chain of disease-manifestations, and cannot be separated from the conditions preceding it. W e must object that a psychological condition like the dementia of paretics must be psychologically understandable in itself, even though we should not expect it to correspond to the dementia of the feeble-minded. T o determine the exact differences between the two would require detailed investigations. A cursory examination yields the following. T h e feebleminded does not perceive the abundance of relationships among and propensities of objects; therefore his concept basis, and consequently his judgments, are meager and inadequate. His picture of the world will be analogous with those produced by sense organs which function inadequately or not at all. Since the essence of thinking is to posit relationships, not only will his concepts and concept bases be inadequate, but the relationships between them will not be apperceived. Therefore, he will be able neither to generalize the singular nor to apply the general. . . . However, these general inferences must be substantiated by special investigations. In this comparison, the dementia of the paretic would show richer and less definite concepts; the disorder of relationship-apperception would be common to both.240* 242. See Schilder (645). Note that his concept of thought-organization here is quite narrow, excluding such functions as perception, apperception, and verbalization.



243.' 244.' 245.' 246.*



Fleck (190). Kraepelin (415, 417).



W u n d t (778).



Compare Domarus ( 147a).
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For T u c ~ e k , dementia ~ * ~ ~ is a pathological poverty or impoverishment of knowledge and ability, a deficit in registration, in reproduction and mental elaboration of experiential material, and in its transformation into productive activity. This definition is only an incomplete description. Jaspers 248iK distinguishes between store of knowledge and intelligence. This distinction is in agreement with the fact that reproduction of knowledge does not preclude the presence of dementia. Moreover, knowledge contains more than objects and object-relations, it contains judgments. If knowledge is not merely reproduction or reproducibility, but rather the utilization of what is reproduced, then loss of knowledge and dementia have just about the same meaning. Utilization of what is reproduced implies the ability to rearticulate latent or actual memory-material. For Jaspers, the force driving toward utilizing knowledge is part of intelligence. Fleck 249 considers this an overextension of the concepts intelligence and dementia. I believe I have demonstrated that anticipations and correction-tendencies are manifestations of an internal driving-force of thought. T h e external driving-forces of thought must also be taken into consideration. Haste will check correction-tendencies, while lack of driving-force will at least delay the articulation of the whole-impression and thereby hamper the internal articulation of thinking. I agree with Jaspers and not with Fleck: both internal and external driving-forces of thought play an essential role in intelligence and in dementia. S t o ~ k e r t , ~ too, ~ ~stresses " the significance of driving-forces for intelligence (and dementia). Yet the possibility must be considered that insufficient insight into object-structure will bar appropriate interest and appropriate driving-force; therefore, besides a primary one, a secondary disorder of driving-forces must be expected in dementia. I believe that we should not conceive of psychological functions singly. I h o w l edge, thought-processes, memory, driving-forces, can hardly be conceived of in complete separation. All are various aspects of one fundamental process. The fact that we cannot think of these as absolutely distinct leads us to a new conception of intelligence and dementia. Eliasberg 251"wasright: research in dementia must learn to consider the individual as a whole, and to regard the relation of the individual to the community. 247.* Tuczek ( 7 3 6 ) . 248.* Jaspers ( 3 5 7 ) and ( 3 5 6 ) . 249. See note 243, above.



z50.+



Stockert ( 7 1 3 ) .



2 5 1 . ~W.



Eliasberg ( 1 5 2 ) .



570



CHAPTER 25



S. Fischer 2 5 2 * defines intelligence as the ability to make abstractions and apprehend ob ject-relations in a correct and task-appropriate fashion, and to set itself such tasks independently. T h e core of this definition is certainly correct. I would stress only that all such tasks 2 5 3 imply affectivity and driving-force. T h e distinction between various psychic layers is not that some are affectless and some aff ect-connected. Every psychological process implies both objectreference and affect; there are no affectless o b j e c t - e ~ p e r i e n c e s .Affect ~ ~ ~ and intellectual content are abstractions; 2 5 5 an affectless content can n o more exist [Passage omitted.] 257 than redness without an O u r discussion so far has traced the primary factors of dementia. It remains, however, fundamentally incomplete: the psychic layer of thought-organization described above communicates with other psychic layers. I~serlin,~~~' S. Fischer,200" and Benedek and I 261* have shown that speech- and cognitiondisorders exert an inhibiting effect on thinking and memory. . . . Here I have demonstrated similar phenomena in paresis. Disorders in the layer of gnosia and praxia do exert an inhibitory effect upon the memory-thought layer. Moreover, everything that takes place in the affective central layers has an essential influence on thought-functions. W e have seen this in dementia praecox, in hysteria, and in dreams. T h e picture of paretic dementia is also continuously modified by processes in the central layers.262" As I shall pursue this problem later on, here I point out only alterations of dementia due to the influence of other layers. I will not discuss here manic-depressive mood swings because they do not change the defects in dementia, but merely alter their course. 2 52 .* S. Fischer ( I 89). 253. Strictly speaking, it is not the task



Stern's (7 I I ) concepts of practical and theoretical intelligence, and stresses that that implies affectivity and driving- dementia is an inability to utilize existing force, but rather the setting of the task, knowledge. The second part deals with apprehending it, and coping with it. the role of Gestalt in thought-disorders, 254.. "Affect" throughout is meant as with emphasis on the processes that proa motivational factor. duce Gestalt. 255. Cf. Rapaport (591, pp. 264ff.); 258.' Pick (567). 2 59.' Isserlin (349). and Rapaport, et al. (602, I, 385 ff.). 256. Considering the varieties of 260.' S. Fischer ( I 89). 261.' Benedek and Schilder (42). color-experience other than objectcolors, the comparison is none too fortu262.' My recent discussion of the relationship between pseudo-dementia and nate. See D. Katz (375). dementia pertains to this point. 257. In the first part of the omitted [See Schilder,-648, pp. 233-361 section, Schilder takes issue with W.
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( d ) The General Behavior of Paretics (u) Rhythmic Phenomena. [Passage omitted.] 263 T h e case to be discussed is definitely one of general paresis. It is noteworthy that psychogenic factors played an important precipitating role. T h e unfavorable results of a spinal fluid examination, and the affair of her husband with her sister-in-law, shook and excited the patient greatly. She developed a delusional system centering around her husband. Her attitude toward him was most ambivalent: he was at once the devil and Christ nailed to the cross, who through the love of women finally became the emperor of Vienna. Simultaneously, the patient felt changed, first in her heart and then sex organs: something “came out down below” and she became a man. Clinically she became conspicuous by asserting that she had been hospitalized repeatedly because of mental illness: at four, at twelve, and at nineteen years of age. She spoke much of her brother-in-law having poked her with his finger, tearing something in her abdomen. It transpired that this brother-in-law had died four years previously of a liver cancer, and the patient was inclined to assume that she too had this disease. . . . T h e examination of the patient showed that she identified her brother-in-law with her husband, both being extremely sensual. It made clear that her idea of having been hospitalized at the ages of five and twelve, and of having had paresis, was related to important experiences. When she was five years old, her father infected his finger and died of sepsis. This explains her assertion that the man who tried to seduce her at twelve had pricked his finger: she apparently identified him with her father. Her assertion that at nineteen she was hospitalized for paresis refers to an abortion she had at that time. Thus the patient seems to equate, (a) father, husband, and brotherin-law; (b) the liver cancer of her brother-in-law, . . . sexual infection, hurt finger, and the fatal finger-infection of the father. Moreover, any and all sickness is equated with paresis, as are venereal infection and change of sex. T h e patient’s idea that she had repeatedly had paresis and been hospitalized were reduplications of her present experience, and proved to be fully determined by important erotic “Einstellungen.” T h e patient’s tendency to repress sexuality is expressed in her rejection of the sensuality of her brother-in-law and her 263. The omitted section contains the Since the important features of the case description of a case illustrative of the are restated in the discussion, the descriprhythmic phenomena to be discussed. tion is omitted here.
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husband; the repeated pareses and hospitalizations are punishments for sexual activities, even though these were not consummated. Thus the material yielded a nearly complete understanding of the psychological determination of this reduplicating paramnesia. Pick 2 G 4 x was the first to describe this symptom. When the continuity of their everyday life was interrupted by an unusual event (for example, by a change of room), his patients began to have double-experiences; the [events] before and after [the interruption] appeared as independent, yet identical, exp e r i e n c e ~ . 'Westphal,2GG" ~~ in his review of the studies of reduplicating paramnesia by R o ~ e n b e r g , 2 ~Coriat,268* ~" and Sittig,2Gg* reported two additional cases and called attention to the psychogenic factors which probably underlay them. In one of Pick's cases, the reduplicating paramnesia led the patient to the assumption that there was not one hospital but several, two professors Pick, and three brothers instead of one. In one of Westphal's cases, the patient's husband and children were doubled. Another case, a paretic, experienced himself double. In a third case, the patient fabricated another person, endowing him with venereal disease and his own name. In our case, we see a triplication of the torturing experience of paresis and hospitalization. It is not the experiences of the hospital which are doubled, but only that of hospitalization. Past and present experiences that imply the same complex become identical; this multiplies the experience in question, creating a rhythmic motif-formation. W e can speak about this as the molding of past experiences according to their complex-content. Our patient had three catastrophic experiences, which now become identical. Thus, from the point of view of the Unconscious, it does make sense to assert that she had thrice been hospitalized for paresis. This is a misjudgment of the memory-material under the influence of certain "Einstellungen." . . Mayer-Gross 2 7 0 x doubts whether this is a memory-disorder in the strict sense. H e hypothesizes a primary inclination for reduplication and cites i t e r a t i o n - p h e n ~ r n e n a mentioning ,~~~ the psycho-motor system as their possible source but without giving his reasons. I



.



264." Pick (568). 265. An event that took place after



the interruption was experienced by the patient as having already occurred before the interruption. 266." Westphal (766).



267." Rosenberg (619). 268." Coriat ( I 34). 269." Sittig ( 6 9 7 ) . 270." Mayer-Gross (508). 27I.



See Chapter 2 , above.
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find it easier to explain such phenomena in terms of the playful reduplications we have seen in the recall of the Shark Story in Case No. I . It is noteworthy that the patient ascribes part of these experiences to T h e fundamental principle appears to be the same: a rhythmic function of memory, an iterationprinciple. There seems to be no reason to separate it from memory-phenomena in general. T h e relationship of reduplicating paramnesia to dkjja vu 2 7 3 has been pointed out by Rosenberg. Dkjjl;w is actually the experience of two matching events, one of which belongs to the sphere 274 and is thus undeveloped, while the other is completely developed.275”Thus Rosenberg is right when he considers it an abbreviated reduplicating paramnesia. . . A few general comments on the rhythmic principle. In the thought-formation of the paretic psychosis, as well as in the story recall of our patients, a motif is repeated over and over, with variations according to the situation and the affect-“Einstellung.” 270 Examples like those in Case No. I are abundant. T h e tendency to multiply experiences appears often in the form of the substitution of several story-figures for one. T h e elaborations of these substituted figures may differ from each other, but the [affective] core of the motif remains the same. This is not an isolated phenomenon in psychopathology: in the delusional formations of schizophrenics the same principle . . . This repetition of motives is comparable to motif-variations in music. Often two versions of the delusional system arc encountered in a patient, one very primitive and archaic, the other adapted to reality and rationalized. Yet, while each of these versions encompasses different aspects of the environment, the repetitive handling of the motif seems to be related to the same fundamental biological



.



2 7 2 . We may consider this the reevaluation of a past experience whose complex- or aff ect-content was identical u-ith that of the story. This leads then to the story being experienced as a part of the patient’s own past. See Chap. 27, 46, be1o iv . 2 7 3 . Cf. Poetzl (574), Freud (230); and Claparkde, Chap. 3, particularly note 9, above. 2 7 4 . T h e sphere corresponds grossly to the “Unconscious” or the “primary procesj” ( t o g ,pp. 5 2 5 ff.). For their differences, see Chap. 24, Appendix, above.



The experience that belongs to the sphere is one of which only the affect-, mood-, or impulse-core is available to consciousness, but not its specific memory. T h e dkjd vu, according to Schilder, is initiated by the fully developed experience, whose affect-, mood-, or impulsecontent is identical with that of the undeveloped one; thus the two are experienced as identical, that is, matching. 275.’ Compare Schilder (666) and (664). 276. See note 106, above. z77.* See Schilder (647) and (652).
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tendencies, which are present--as we saw-in various psychological layers.278 T h e same tendency is encountered in the play of children, in the motif repetitions of music, and in ornamenting [of architecture]. To use Lewin’s 279 term, it is as though one performance cannot bring psychological satiation. It seems that the number of repetitions necessary for satiation decreases with age. Freud spoke of repetition-compulsion 2 8 0 as a basic propensity of the psyche. H e pointed t o the return of traumata in dreams occurring in traumatic neuroses, to the repetitiveness of the play of young children, and t o the return in transference of infantile situations. In his view, [the driving-forces of] these phenomena are beyond the pleasure-principle, mainly in the ego-instincts,2*2 but also in the sexual instincts. However, the manifestations of this rhythmic principle are still more widespread; we see them in the rhythmic character of primitive speech-sounds and repetitiousness of the infant’s babbling, which has left its trace in the reduplications of our language. W e encounter further instances of this rhythmic principle in the pathology of speech: in clonic stuttering, in the speech of p o s t - e n c e p h a l i t i c ~ , ~and ~ ~ ”in the reduplications of motoraphasia. T h e latter examples are important: they suggest that insufficient satiation may be one of the motivating agents of rhythmic repetition. T h e study of the motif-repetitions of our paretics and schizophrenics supports this suggestion. Studying the palilalia 284 of patients with lesions of the striatum, one gains the impression that in addition there is another, biologically deeper-rooted, rhythrnic principle which is a propensity of the organic structure and the life process itself. . . .2 8 5 280. Freud (241, p. 19). 278. See Chap. I 3, above. 281. For the concept of transference, 279. See K. Lewin (467, pp. 254-57, 264 ff.) and Chap. 5, 11, 1.c.1, above; see see Freud (235 and 224a). 28:. For the concept “ego-instinct” also A. Karsten (370). Lewin’s psychology uses the explanatory construct “ten- see Freud (231). The concept became sion-system” to account for the dynam- dated with the introduction of the topoics of “needs.” These “tension-systems” graphic concepts of ego, id, and superare hypothesized as the source of motiva- ego (Freud, 243). The assumption of a tional energy of thought and action. dezth-instinct corresponding to a repetiWhen single action satisfies the need, tion-compulsion has been rejected by the explanatory formulation is that the many psychoanalysts. See, for example, tension-system is discharged. When the Fenichel ( I 76, pp. 59-6 I ). 283.’ See Leyser (472) and (473); action is continuous (for example, stringing beads), and the need satisfied, Pollak and Schilder (576). 284. Pathological repetition of words. {he explanatory formulation is that the 2 8 5 . In the omitted section, Schilder :ension system is satiated.
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T h e Break-through of Affects [Section omitted]



286



111. THE RELATIONSHIP OF SOME FORM-VARIANTS O F PARESIS TO DEMENTIA



[Sections omitted.]



287



(d) Confabulations This is an important group of phenomena. W e saw in the recall of stories that paretics interweave their narratives with motives from their o w n lives. These motives, closely related to their immediate wishes and needs, correspond to the daydreams of adolescents and to the play of late childhood. All these memories, inventions, and fantasies emerge in our patients with a claim to reality-value; the conviction of correctness attached t o them is, however, very shallow.288’ Acts of asserting have little conviction-value in this kind of patient. This problem is encountered in confabulations and pseudologia fantastica. W e can assume that every play of fantasy, indeed every idea that comes t o consciousness, has the tendency to be asserted as true.289 Meinong maintained that this also holds for assumptions, only that they are ‘‘put into brackets” makes an attempt to substantiate his assumption of this fundamental biological rhythmic principle. For this purpose he amasses examples of rhythmic organic processes, and then proceeds to relate all these to (a) their purposiveness in mastering reality, in that each repetition brings into play a new segment of reality in the new motif-variation; and (b) the lack of satiation by single performance. Finally, he dwells on perseveration as an example of motif-repetition, explaining it partly by Freud’s stimulus-barrier concept (241, pp. 30-34), and partly by Lewin’s satiation concept. 286. The omitted section contains a case history in which Schilder demonstrates that the paretic thought-disorder makes for an easy penetration of wishes into consciousness. H e uses the case also to illustrate (a) the inability of the paretic patient to get awzy from ideas once formed; (b) the pareiic patient’s tend-



ency to be interrupted in his thought by any word conducive to serial verbigeration. 287. Since this chapter is not concerned with thought-organization, it is omitted here, except for the passage on confabulations. It deals with (a) the role of megalomanic ideas and numbers in manicky forms of paresis, (b) depressive form-variants of the paretic psychosis, (c) motor excitement and incoherence in paresis, (d) confabulations, (e) the defect-cured paretic, and (f) catatonic and hallucinatory form-variants of paresis. 288.’ G. E. Mueller studied the degrees of this conviction of correctness. [See Section Ic, above.] 289. This is an implication of the concept “omnipotence of thought,” which Schilder here suggests is present in germinal form in all normal thought. 2 9 0 . ~Meinong (5 I 3).
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-as it were-and so kept pending. This bracketing is a specific psychological act. In fantasies and daydreams too, such acts of bracketing indicate that what is asserted is not reality.291 In other words, the psychological acts of judging reality form a whole spectrum, ranging from those the truth of which is asserted, through those which are bracketed, to those accompanied by correctiontendencies.202 All these considerations are of fundamental significance for the Korsakow syndrome. Confabulations are closely related to a loss of correction-processes. . . . Now it is quite clear that “memory loss” and dementia, without drivingforces, are not sufficient to explain confabulation. Such driving-forces play a role even in the fantasies of normal people. It is noteworthy that the frequent memory-and orientation-disorders of brain-tumor cases, according to Pfeifer,293* are completely free of confabulations. It is difficult to give an exact psychological definition of driving-forces. One comes closest to it by tracing the psychological conditions of “daydreams.” It is crucial to realize that the absence of bracketing and correcting may be due to various reasons. In pseudologia it is due to a strong affective necd, in daydreams to a temporary recession of correction processes, in paresis and Korsnkow to an inadequacy of the psychological systems responsible for bracketing and correcting. [Passage omitted.] 294 IV. CONCERNING THE VARIETIES OF PARETIC CONDITIONS DURING



AND AFTER MALARIA-TREATMENT



[Chapter omitted.]
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V. CONTENTS AND RELATIONSHIPS I N THE EXPERIENCE OF PARETICS



[Chapter omitted.]



296



295. Though the material of this 291. Cf. Sartre (631). 292. Cf. Buerger-Prim and Kaila, chapter much deserves translation, it is not directly related to the problem of Chap. 2 7, IV, below. thought-disorder and thought-organizaq 3 . + B. Pfeifer (554). 294. In the rest of the section, omitted tion. 296. This chapter deals with thoughthere, Schilder demonstrates that confabulations represent early pre-psy- organization and pathology of thought chotic interests, and that confabulating only peripherally. We shall briefly sumpatients have had inclinations to day- marize it. Clinical psychiatry (for exdreaming and fantasying before becom- ample, Jaspers, 3 56,and Bumke, I I 4) has ing paretic. not been interested in the personality of
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VI. THE BASIC PLAN OF THE PSYCHE



[Section omitted.] 297 W e must realize that the primary processes of the Unconscious system are not liniited t o dreams. They are the basis of neurotic symptom-formation, and are manifest in the fully conscious thoughts of schizophrenics. Formations the paretic. Its interest centered on the impaired achievements, and the personality of the paretic was regarded as an incoherent rudiment of a destroyed psyche. Schilder asserts that the psyche always remains a cohesive organization. H e points out that the prodromal neurasthenic phase of general paresis is a reaction to the experience of incipient disability; that the depressive features and sad mood so frequent in paresis is a mourning over the experienced loss of functions; and finally, that the excuses so typical of paretics are but veiled admissions of inadequacy. Schilder expresses this state of affairs in psychoanalytic terms: dementia encroaches upon the ego (or what Schilder chooses to call the “perception- and thought-ego”), dealing severe blows a t the ego-ideal, which still adheres to its usual criteria of objective thinking. Thereupon, the ego-ideal takes the role of a severe taskmaster, meting out punishment in the form of depression and hypochondriasis. Paretic mania and ideas of grandeur are, in turn, reaction-formations negating both insufficiency and super-ego accusations. In agreement with Ferenczi and Hollos ( 3 3 6 ) , Schilder asserts that underneath the dementia, the mania, the grandiose ideas, the excuses, and the incoherence, the paretic remains aware of his syphilitic infection. Syphilis is experienced by the paretic as a punishment for sinful sexuality, mutual masturbation, incest, etc.,



297.



In the omitted part, Schilder cites



a dream of an anxiety-neurotic patient,



to demonstrate the mechanisms of the Unconscious-that is, of the primary process-described by Freud. At the end of the preceding chapter, Schilder had summarized these mechanisms as follows: “( I ) Distinction between internal and external reality is absent. ( 2 ) Experiences are timeless. ( 3 ) Displacements, condensations, and symbolizations take place. (4) The law of contradiction is suspended. ( 5 ) The cathexes are mobile and affect-quantities can be transferred completely from one idea to another.” and is symbolically equated by him with castration, dismemberment, and any and all diseases and catastrophes. Schilder suggests that the form-varieties of the paretic psychosis depend upon the physiology of the syphilitic damage to the brain. For instance, he assumes that there is such a thing as a “manicdepressive brain-system” which, when affected by the syphilitic meningoencephalitis, brings about manic-depressive forms of paresis. These suggestions remain vague and do not vitiate Schilder’s argument as to the psychodynamics of the paretic psychosis, which he considers to be the superstructure of the physiological damage wrought by syphilitic meningo-encephalitis. [Cf. Kenyon, Rapaport and Lozoff, 3 8 I .I
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clearly analogous to these primary processes are demonstrable, however, in aphasias and agnosias also. Optic agnosias are especially instructive in this respect. I quote from m y Medizinische Psychologie: 2os* (a) In optic agnosia there is a delay of apperception. (b) This delay makes the immaturity of thought apparent: what emerges in its course is not the percept but rather the general category [to which it belongs]. (c) Within these general categories what emerges is not the concept or percept sought, but one related to it; when the concept or ercept sought does appear, it fails to take hold and is even rejected. (d) Delayed a ter-deliveries of the concept or percept sought will emerge, fused with objectively irrelevant impressions. (e) T h e placement within the spatial continuum is not correct. ( f ) Training makes it possible to veil this disorder. Patients are more prone to fail when faced with a task, than when allowed spontaneous activity.



P



W e might add that memories and imagery often replace perception, and are then experienced as realities. I have demonstrated that essentially the same process takes place in dementia. Paretics, f o r instance, are prone to put their wishes in the place of reality. Case No. I in retelling the Shark Story, reports that she was present, the officer was rescued, and so on. Contradictions d o not exist for her: the officer is dead, but she continues as though he were alive. T h e affect pertaining to her o w n fate is transferred t o the story. Concepts are replaced by coordinate and superordinate Schilder takes issue with the contention of Ferenczi and Hollos that the paretic psychosis brings about a regression to archaic psychological material. H e asserts that paretic dementia damages primarily the defense against preconscious rather than unconscious material; thus the content of the paretic psychosis is similar to adolescent fantasies and daydreams, rather than to the archaic unconscious material seen in schizophrenics. H e quotes case-material to demonstrate that, in contrast to usual paretic psychoses, the hallucinatory psychoses of paretics which develop in the course of malarial fever-treatment do contain archaic material of the kind described by



Ferenczi and Hollos. H e argues that something else (for example, fever-delirium) must be added to paretic dementia in order to obtain regression to archaic material. The layer of thoughtorganization damaged by dementia normally performs the task of consummating drive-processes by asserting relationships and thereby controlling preconscious strivings. Dementia eliminates this controlling function and leads to suggestibility, distractibility, and gullibility. Hostility as a rule rcmains in abeyance, presumably because it is not simply preconscious; thus the whole demeanor usually has a friendly and kindly surface. 298." Schilder (648, p. 44).
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ones. O n e could even say that in paretics the mechanisms of the Unconscious system appear in the t h o ~ g h t - m a t e r i a l . ~ ~ ~ I once attempted to show that a similar disorder is present in amentia, though the material affected is different. There the disordered layer of experience is the one which integrates the perceptual material into higher units. T h e apperception-disorder of amentia-patients varies from agnosia-like forms t o those resembling complex-determined misapperceptions. T h e thought-contents of amentia-patients also are focused on the damage to the [psychological] apparatus; their ideational content is not so ego-distant as that of aphasias and agnosias, nor so ego-close as the material of schizophrenias. Those layers of perceiving and remembering which are disordered in amentia are mostly of an impersonal kind; at any rate, never as personal as the layers affected by the perception- and thought-disorders of schizophrenia. Hartmann and I 300* have described the apperception-disturbances of a case of amentia: I . The part replaces the whole, the vague-general replaces the specific, and the dividing line between conceptually coordinate ideas is vague or nonexistent. 2 . The disorder is not one of perception, like that in agnosia, but rather one of apperceptions of higher-order object-relations.



W e encounter also similar disorders of imagery and thinking. It is noteworthy t h a t here too, as in illusions and a g n o ~ i a s , ~there ~ ~ ”is a fading of the boundaries between subject and object. LVe arrive at the following formulation: the raw material of perception is integrated b y an unconscious synthetic function. This is the function whose disorder in aphasias and agnosias results in the agnosic parapraxes described, and often in similar disturbances of the process of imagery. [ I n the next phase of thought-development ] the raw material of perception and imagery is integrated on a higher level, and implicit object-relationships are apperceived. This is the process which is disordered in amentia, leaving perceptions isolated. [In 299. Here we have an apparent contradiction. Earlier Schilder asserted that the material which conies to consciousness in the paretic is of “preconscious” origin; here he demonstrates mechanisms of the “Unconscious” in it. This contra-



diction is resolved if the arguments of Hartmann and Kris on the various degrees of neutralization of drives are considered. See Chap. 19 and 2 3 , above. 3 0 0 . ~Hartmann and Schilder ( 3 12). 3 0 1 . * See Stauffenberg ( 7 0 2 ) .
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the subsequent phase of thought-development] perceptions and presentations are integrated into higher units corresponding to objects, and are then conceptually evaluated. It is this process of elaboration, in terms of concepts and rnemorics, which is disordered in dementia. Finally [in the completing phase of thought-development] all this perceptual raw material and organized perceptual material is put into relationship with the personality, with the persona! wish directing the experience, with the attitudes of the person, that is t o say, with the [central] drive-layer of the psyche. This is the process which is disordered in neurosis, schizophrenia, and the dream. In all these layers, disorders lead to the same basic difficulties: the whole cannot be differentiated into its parts, the parts cannot be integrated into a whole. However, in each of the various disorders in question, this fundamental disturbance occurs in a different realm of the psyche. . .302



.



302. The rest of this chapter deals with Schilder’s conception of the psvchological apparatus. For a presentation



of these ideas, see Schilder (645) and



(660). Schilder’s summarizing chapter is omitted here.
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