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A Refutation of Utilitarianism TOM REGAN, North Carolina State University



Alleged refutations of utilitarianism are not uncommon, so it is unlikely that the title of the present essay will raise eye-brows. 'Another paper about utility's failure to account for our duty to be just* (thought with a yawn, as it were), is apt to be the prevailing reaction to the title's stated objective. This is understandable. For utilitarianism has been taken to task on just this score more than a score of times. And rightly so, I believe, though I shall not argue that point here.1 Here I intend to offer a refutation of utilitarianism which turns, not on the duty of justice, but on the value of friendship, a refutation which, so far as I am aware, has never previously been advanced in the not inconsiderable body of literature critical of that theory. Put briefly, what I hope to be able to show is that utilitarians are unable to explain how the value of friendship



1 I consider some of the issues relating to the apparent clash between justice and utility in my The Case for Animal Rights (Berkeley: University of California Press 1983), Chapters VI and VII.
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can find a place within their general theory of obligation. Before beginn ing the argument proper, a number of assumptions need to be made ex plicit. 1shall assume that utilitarians all agree that the institution of morality, to the extent that is justified, exists for the sake of something beyond itself — has, that is, a justifying purpose or goal — and that this purpose or goal is its role in making the world a better world or, as this is sometimes expressed, in bringing about the greatest possible balance of intrinsic good over intrinsic evil. Where utilitarians differ, I assume, is how they answer two questions: (1) How best may we achieve this goal? and (2) What things are intrinsically good and intrinsically evil? The several versions of act- and rule-utilitarianism provide us with alternative answers to the former question, while the debates between, say, value hedonists (those who hold that pleasure and pleasure alone is intrin sically good) and non-hedonists illustrate two conflicting ways in which some utilitarians have answered the latter question. (I shall comment on this conflict below). For reasons that will become clearer as we proceed, the distinction between act- and rule-utilitarianism, relevant in the con text of other types of challenge to utilitarian theory, proves to be irrele vant in the present case. The question about intrinsic value, however, is highly relevant, if, as I shall argue, friendship is intrinsically valuable. For if this is true, then one of the intrinsic values utilitarians must accom modate, when they set before us the goal of bringing about the greatest possible balance of intrinsic good over intrinsic evil, is the intrinsic value, friendship. But is friendship intrinsically valuable? Let us consider the alter natives, of which there appear to be just four. First, friendship might be judged to be only intrinsically valuable, a view which henceforth I shall refer to as 'the intrinsic-view'; second, friendship might be judged to be only instrumentally valuable, henceforth referred to as 'the instrumental view'; third, friendship might be judged to be both intrin sically and instrumentally valuable ('the combined-viewO; or fourth, friendship might be held to have no value whatever ('the no-value-viewO. Now, this last view is preposterous. Friendship is so great a treasure in human life, 'the one point in human affairs,' in Cicero's memorable words,2 'concerning the benefit of which, all with one voice agree/ that the no-value-view needs only to be characterized in order to be rejected. Equally implausible, it seems to me, is the instrumental-view. Certainly knowing that I have friends, being around them, being supported by them, etc., contributes causally to my life's



2 Cicero, De Amicitia ('On Friendship!
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having other kinds of value - e.g., security. But it appears to be a gross distortion of the value of friendship to suppose that the whole of its value is reducible to its role in bringing about other values. One feels, rightly I believe, that friendship itself has a kind of value that cannot be reduced without remainder into its usefulness as a means to values other than itself. I shall have more to say on this matter as we proceed. At present I merely intend to indicate that and why the instrumentalview and the no-value-view seem to fly in the face of our ordinary ex perience and our reflective judgments of value about this experience. W e do find friendship valuable; we do not find it valuable merely as a means to other values. This, it seems to me, is the point from which all our other thinking about the value of friendship must begin and against which its credibility must be tested. For if even just this much is granted, it follows that we must accept the judgment that friendship is intrinsical ly valuable, a judgment that is common ground between the intrinsic and the combined-views of friendship's value, and ground that is an tagonistic both to the no-value and the instrumental views. Thus, if we accept even this much, we must require that utilitarians include the in trinsic value of friendship in their catalogue of intrinsic goods and ex plain how this value can be accommodated by their theory of obliga tion. Now, it is important to realize that neither of these requirements is shirked by this century's leading utilitarian. I mean Moore. For there are ample grounds for thinking both that (a) Moore accepts the intrinsic value of friendship and that (b) he believes that its value can be fully ac commodated by his utilitarian account of obligation. It will be worth our while to see why this is so. The grounds for interpreting Moore as endorsing both (a) and (b) are as follows. In the final chapter of Principia, 'The Ideal/ Moore, having given his arguments for the indefinability of goodness, having described the method of isolation to be used for judging what is intrinsically valuable, and having set forth his views concerning the connection be tween what is right and what is good, at last reveals to his readers what things he himself judges to be intrinsically valuable. He writes as follows:3 























des documents recommandant













Utilitarianism, Vegetarianism, and Animal Rights - Tom Regan 

thing he now "regrets," a "concession to popular moral rhetoric" rather ... Granted it is not uncommon for those mounting the box for some ... granted also that this appeal is part of the stock-in-trade of the moral .... some people profit from it.










 








A Defense of Pacifism1 - Tom Regan 

in 5haffer's Violence, op. cit. ... 7 Narveson (in Wasserstrom), op. cit., p. 69. 75 ..... type, ex hypothesi, includes the expression â€œinvolves the use of force,â€� whereas ...










 








animal rights - Tom Regan 

Download at http:// www.scribd.com/doc/15726306/Report-of-. APGAW-Inquiry-Into-the-Welfare-of-Grey hounds. Weary, D. M. and D. Fraser. 1997. Vocal re.










 








Moore's use of Butler's Maxim - Tom Regan 

Butler's Maxim and so, according to Moore, commit the naturalistic fallacy; and .... Warnock, for example, in the passage quoted in this essay's initial paragraph ...










 








Singer's Critique of the Market - Tom Regan 

view to all defenders of the market; for example, a law which increases the range of ... law can 'in one sense' diminish our range of choices without at the same.










 








Fox's Critique of Animal Liberation - Tom Regan 

of the moral basis of vegetarianism. There being no examples of the use of animals in experimentation, it can hardly be supposed that my essay contains.










 








Moore's Accounts of 'Right' - Tom Regan 

implied by much of what Moore says in Principia Ethica, Moore was not .... desired' on the pretence that this is 'the very meaning of the word'. (.Principia, p. 7).










 








the thee generation - Tom Regan 

central question of this new generation is "What can I do for thee?" The "thee" to be ... example, or by utilizing them as â€œmodelsâ€� of human disease. An ethic of ... philosophical foundations of this emerging worldview-a worldview that tolerates 










 








Tom Regan, The Moral Basis of Vegetarianism, Canadian Journal of 

Enemies, A Love Story. By Issac ... vegetarian way of life can be seen, from the moral point of view, to have a rational ... At the outset, however, I want to avoid possible mis understanding. I do not ... ment is sound, ought to be changed in a quit










 








Animal Rights and Environmental Ethics - Tom Regan 

advanced; and arguments for extending them to other-than-human animals are sketched. Several ..... In his words, "Regan's theory of animal rights implies a policy ... I write: "[T]he goal of wildlife management should be to defend wild animals ...










 








Tom Regan & Gary Francione, "A Movement's Means Creates It's Ends 

yet been able to reason, bully, or cajole human beings out of warmongering against one another, or even stealing from, cheating, and undercutting their own ...










 








Animal Rights : A Reply to Frey - Tom Regan 

most have 'diminished moral rights' ; in the passage just quoted he does not allege, and .... of rights. 'The best defences' of this premiss, according to Frey, are (i).










 








Cruelty, Kindness, and Unnecessary Pain - Tom Regan 

kill animals and, if so, why, independently of questions of suffering or ... Discussion ... denouncing cruelty to animals, they strike a responsive moral chord.










 








Tom Regan, Introduction to Moral Reasoning 

saying that abortion is wrong, John leads his listeners to believe that he is making .... tell us when statements do follow from others, and it is because of this that a ...










 








animal rights and welfare 208 - Tom Regan 

academic conferences were devoted to the moral founda tions of human treatment of nonhuman animals. Two main alternatives-animal welfare and animal.










 








DOES ENVIRONMENTAL ETHICS REST ON A MISTAKE? - Tom Regan 

bines elements from the views expressed by both Rolston and Callicott. Such an ... philosophical literature regarding intrinsic value in general or the intrinsic value of .... much pleasure is equal to a feeling of awe?** isn't a hard question to ans










 








Narveson on Egoism and the Rights of Animals - Tom Regan 

animals have rights as we have for believing that humans do. Narveson's ... rational egoismâ€”â€� puts animals out of reach of morality without at all denying that ...










 








Broadie and Pybus on Kant - Tom Regan 

But, according to Kant, animals are, in the technical sense ... And it is clear that Kant does not suppose, as, in the passage just quoted, Broadie and Pybus.










 








Are Zoos Morally Defensible - Tom Regan 

options in moral philosophy today, so that how they answer the central question I ..... develop a holistic understanding of the community of life and our place in it.










 








McCloskey on Why Animals Cannot Have Rights - Tom Regan 

treatment of his fellow animals.1 Two questions in particular have received ... Perhaps it is true, as McCloskey could agree, that we might have duties ..... Relevant portions of Feinberg's essay appear under the title â€œThe Rights of Animalsâ€�.










 








Obligations to animals are based on rights - Tom Regan 

Locke's words) "the rights of Man" not only must face a rich variety of .... crippling vestiges of patriarchy women would choose to define the female in the very.










 








Utility and equality : Some neglected problems - Tom Regan 

Since the end set by the theory is aggregative, critics argue that it ..... equality principle we commit ourselves to accepting the principle of utility. In order for this ...










 








Tom Regan, "Foreword", in Linzey et Barry Clark (eds.), Animal 

craft a book that dealt with the moral status of nonhuman animals. At the time of its publication, the editors could not have understood how important their effort ...










 








Tom Regan, "Foreword", in Steeves (ed.), Animal Others. On Ethics 

ten are, one main theme is the same: traditional moral anthropocentrism is dead. This is the faith shared by deep ecologists, feminists, proponents of animal ...










 














×
Report A Refutation of Utilitarianism - Tom Regan





Your name




Email




Reason
-Select Reason-
Pornographic
Defamatory
Illegal/Unlawful
Spam
Other Terms Of Service Violation
File a copyright complaint





Description















Close
Save changes















×
Signe






Email




Mot de passe







 Se souvenir de moi

Vous avez oublié votre mot de passe?




Signe




 Connexion avec Facebook












 

Information

	A propos de nous
	Règles de confidentialité
	TERMES ET CONDITIONS
	AIDE
	DROIT D'AUTEUR
	CONTACT
	Cookie Policy





Droit d'auteur © 2024 P.PDFHALL.COM. Tous droits réservés.








MON COMPTE



	
Ajouter le document

	
de gestion des documents

	
Ajouter le document

	
Signe









BULLETIN



















Follow us

	

Facebook


	

Twitter



















Our partners will collect data and use cookies for ad personalization and measurement. Learn how we and our ad partner Google, collect and use data. Agree & Close



