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With reference to the publication of the proceedings of the Colloquium Through the publication of the proceedings of the Colloquium that was held on 24th May in Komotini, a beautiful city in the region of Thrace in northern Greece, we hand in the outcome of our effort not only to the pontian people, but to the entire humanity. This publication signals the conclusion of an intense effort of a few volunteer fighters that have given their soul for about 4 months, in order to have the colloquium realized. This effort constitutes a small miracle. We are all quite pleased with the outcome. We have done our duty towards our great and creative ancestors that were subjected to the crime of genocide, the greatest crime there is against humanity, just because they were different. Through this colloquium, all the genocides of the Christian people of Anatolia committed by the ottoman part, were put under a common frame. This sets the framework of our struggle to its rightful dimensions and at the same time it expands our possibilities. An thrilling continuance is expected. This colloquium took place at a very important moment, just a few months after the recognition of the genocide of the Christian people of Anatolia by the Neoturks during 1914-1923, by the International Association of Genocide Scholars (I.A.G.S.), a body of international status that involves academics, specialists on genocides. In the according decision of December 2007 it is mentioned: WHEREAS the denial of genocide is widely recognized as the final stage of genocide, enshrining impunity for the perpetrators of genocide, and demonstrably paving the way for future genocides; BE IT RESOLVED that it is the conviction of the International Association of Genocide Scholars that the Ottoman campaign against Christian minorities of the Empire between 1914 and 1923 constituted a genocide against Armenians, Assyrians, and Pontian and Anatolian Greeks. BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Association calls upon the government of Turkey to acknowledge the genocides against these populations, to issue a formal apology, and to take prompt and meaningful steps toward restitution.



8 This decision of historical importance will constitute the base of our struggle. The struggle for the recognition of any genocide is the most important fight that a man can give. For, it is not only a matter of the Greeks, the Armenians, the Assyrians or any other people. It is a matter of humanity overall. Since, through the crime of Genocide the entire humanity is hurt. Therefore, all the people, no matter what color, race or religion they have, should come forth and join us. All the governments have a duty to recognize the crime, proving their human dignity. They have to prove that they are not vaguely interested in the human rights, but they actually recognize the fundamental rights of humanity. On behalf of the Organizing Committee Dr PAVLIDIS ANTONIS Historian President of the Pan-Hellenic Association of Pontian Educators



A' SALUTES



MAVRIDOU CHRYSSA Body forth of Pampontian Federation of Greece And President of S.P.O.S of East Macedonia and Thrace



Dear guests, ladies and gentlemen, With great pleasure, I welcome you to our separate country, the frontier Rodopi. My pleasure is getting bigger, by thinking how important is this colloquium, for whom a great number of people in the Organazation Group did a lot of effort, and I would like to thank them very much. The decision to materialize the today colloquium with international range in the town of Komotini, has a special symbolization because this area contributed special role when the tragical exchange of civilizations took place, by being a place of acceptance for the refugees. Refugees contributed decisive in the development of this area with their diligence and pride, by being regenerated literally from their own ashes, but without permitting to themselves to forget, because they knew well that something like this could make them live the same again. It is absolutely normal that such a colloquium has a cordial welcome to this frontier area of our country, considering the distance from the center is rare to accommodate such colloquiums. I believe that this experience will contribute stoutly, so as similar colloquiums to be done to our town, because we deserve it. As Pampontian Federation of Greece, which I an the body forth here today, whose President Mr. George Parharidis is missing in a cardio logical conference, and he greets with warmth this effort, waiting the findings of this ambitious colloquium, in order to be utilized as much as better as a forward for international recognition of Greek Pontians Genocide, a primary target for P.O.E. Till today, it is a matter of fact that the conferences we did concerned the display of the facts that insist the genocide, their historical proof, what and how happened, a subject that concluded by publishing consecutive relatively works, by historical, researchers, scientists that attributed their life to this target and we owe them gratefulness. But today we turn the page and we discuss of what we owe to do from now on. Which, for instance, will be our steps for the globalization of the genocide. This is our main target by leaving behind old party dedications and self- center approaches of the pontian movement and considering in a common frame the genocides of the Christian populations of Minor Asia, the experience of the fight mainly from the Armenians of their numerous recognitions of their own genocide and investing in their contribute and co- ordination to the fight of the three nations who suffered the



12 genocide (Pontians, Armenians, Assirians). Academician teachers, researchers, writers, instructionals, representatives of Pan-Hellenic and international organs, deputies and representatives of local government, personalities from the social life of Greece, all of you that you crowded this hall, your attendance here in this colloqium signals a new beginning to forward the issue of recognition the Greek Pontians Genocide and we are very happy that this beginning starts from Komotini. To our great effort to organize the colloquium, we found people who supported us morally and materially. First of all, Mr. Prodromos Efietzoglou, whom we thank because with his general offer he continues the great tradition of the benefactors of nation. Also, the independent deputy of Pieria Mr. Kosta Koukodimo, the President of the Panhellinian Union of pontian axiomatic, the general lieutenant Mr. Tsaouxidi George, whom a personal problem kept him away from us, Mr. Axillea Karagiozopoulo, the publisher of the pontian newspaper “ARAEYO’, the prefecturer of Kozani and the pre- prefecturer Mr. Tsardaklidi John, the Mayor of Ellispontos Mr. Kosta Sianidi, the Pontian Association of Ksanthi, Mrs Xrisostomou Soula, the clothing shop ‘MATEOSSIAN’, the Efxinus Club of Thessaloniki, the bookshop ‘DOLIANITIS’, the printing shop ‘PROYSANIDIS’, the painter Sini Anastasiadi, all the associations who contributed to enlighten and motivate people to come to the colloquium even from far to Komotini places of Greece, by putting even buses, such as the Pontian Association of Drama “THE KOMNHNOI”, and all the bashful and anonymous people that supported us. I think that managing to create something so special in a so short time, means that we create a small miracle. For this miracle we all are proud and we prove that we are worthy descendants of these excellent creative ancestors. I wish good luck and I thank you!



KOTIDIS XARALAMPOS President of Youth Committee of Pampontian Federation of Greece



Honored official guests and compatriotȠ, I’d like to thank you very much for honoring our meeting with your presence here today. Your massive gathering today constitutes a political statement. You pose your political stigma and you demand the recognition of the Pontians’ genocide. Your request from the state is to undertake the responsibility that it shouldered by voting the recognition under Mr Apostolos Kaklamanis chair, who is present here today. Instead of this, the official Greek state mines and diminishes the dynamic of the pontians’ clubs and federations, forming nowadays, by laying wreaths on the mausoleum of the slaughterer Kemal Ataturk. It would be the same for a President or a Foreign Minister of other nation that suffered Genocide, such us Jewish, to lay a wreath on Hitler’s monument! Today, this meeting is taking place Ƞn the hospitable town of Komotini, where, two civilizations meet in harmony, where people are trained in tolerance, peace and democracy, by participating in a social experiment that must not fail. We send the message of the Pontian Genocide recognition, a message of condemnation of bigot, of fundamentalism and nationalism as well as a message of denouncing Ȁemal methods proving that he is incapable of both recognizing past mistakes and being taught from his own crimes resulting in retaining the same political actions until today. With these few thoughts I welcome you on our today’s meeting and I commit that the Youths will be present and will not allow forgetfulness and the lapse of the Pontians’s Genoside of the Greek Pontian people.



PAVLIDIS ANTONIS President of the Pan-Hellenic Association of Pontian Educators



Dear guests, ladies and gentlemen Our association is a scientific society with members from all grades of education, occupied with all issues that might interest the Pontian Hellenism and primarily those that involve education. After a 10-year presence (it was established in 1998) and 4 scientific conferences, it has produced great scientific work, the result of which is the addition of a whole chapter of 45 pages to the subject of “History of the theoretical direction in the 3rd grade of Lyceum” since September 2006, which refers to the history of the Pontian Hellenism from Antiquity until the Genocide and the destruction in Asia Minor. Our presence here is a proof of our solid decision to encourage the initiatives of all first and second grade pontian. Participating in this colloquium that deals with the total issue of the pontian Hellenism, the international recognition of its Genocide, is both an honor and a pleasure. This colloquium presents new features. It is the first time that an event takes place that does not mainly concentrate on the facts of the Genocide, but mostly on the action that should be taken in order to achieve international recognitions of the Genocide. Also, it is the first time that a colloquium regarding the genocides of all Christian people of Asia Minor is realized, as it was mentioned by Tzeni Mikakos, Member for the parliament of Northern Metropolitan Region in Melbourne Australia in the message she sent. Many of us speak of the role and obligations the state has towards our struggle. Yet, a close examination of the Armenian case, who have achieved most of the recognitions of their Genocide before 1991, when the Armenian state became independent, proves that we should not expect much from the state. We should only rely on ourselves. The dynamics deriving from our memory gives us strength to this struggle, still, the crime of the Genocide consists a crime against humanity. Consequently, it involves all people and not the Pontians only. This is the reason why we should broaden the circle of our allies, involving



16 the Armenians, the Assyrians and all those who were subjected to the crime of Genocide. Those who promote human rights issues, as well as those who fight for the rights of humanity overall, should not be left out of this circle. This would prove the majestic and great value of the struggle for the recognition of any Genocide. After the international recognition of the Genocide of the three Christian groups by the International Association of Genocide Scholars, (I.A.G.S.) that is, by a totally responsible and qualified body, occupied with the study of Genocides, the pre-conditions defining the effectiveness of our efforts are even more empowered. We need to proceed to the establishment of Greek Association of Genocide Scholars, that will work closely with the I.A.G.S. It is also necessary to hold international conferences every two years under the same topics, in a different city each time, either in Greece or abroad, so that we will re – orientate our course and readjust it according to the new data. Particularly for the first time, I would suggest this International Conference should be held in a central part of Athens, in autumn 2009, as the promotion of our views by scientists of international status and the sensitization of the Greek public opinion could greatly contribute towards the realization of our target.



TOMBOULIDIS DIMITRIS President of the International Confederation of Pontian Greeks



Dear organizers, dear participants I feel happy to be with you, representing the associated pontians all over the world. My joy is even greater, when I consider the great value of the targets of this conference, confronting us all with our responsibilities. The associated pontian Hellenism had been facing for many decades organization problems. May be this could explain, up to a level, why we did not manage, up until today, to make the necessary steps towards the international recognition of the Genocide of our ancestors, as well as the preservation and projection of our monuments, undeniable evidence of our three – thousand presence there. However, during the last years, we have proceeded to a deep organising reconstruction, both in a national level, through the establishment of the Pan-Pontian Federation of Greece, and in an international level, through the establishment of the International Confederation of Pontian Greeks. Now, the pre-conditions, as far as organisation is concerned, are better than ever. If we take into account: a) the acceptance of the report of the E.U. Exterior Affairs Committee by the European Parliament, referring to the genocide of the Greeks of Pontus, along with the Armenians and the Assyrians as a pre-condition for the final entrance of Turkey in Europe b) the recognition of the Genocide by the most proper body of an international status, the International Association of Genocide Scholars (in its conference in Serajevo, November 2007, where Thea Halo took the stand) then we can actually claim that now the conditions are better. I consider that the timing of this colloquium is very important, as it can give the necessary boost to the pontian movement. Our pontian societies in the U.S. – Canada, Australia and Europe have made a lot of progress aiming to the promotion of the international recognition of the Genocide, achieving recognitions by state councils, peripheral councils as well as statements in favor of our movement by governors, senators, e.t.c. But we do not rest our case. We need to achieve recognitions by the national parliaments. Then our struggle acquires depth and the catholic claim of the pontian Hellenism is set in a base



18 of success. Carefully studying the targets of this colloquium and being aware of the academic level and qualifications of the speakers, I am in a position to say that the success has been reassured. As a Confederation, we are eagerly awaiting for the conclusions, so that we can do everything possible to further promote and realize them. On behalf of all our federations-members, I thank you for the invitation and I wish the best of success.



POLATIDHS HLIAS Member of the Greek Parliament (Prefecture of Serres)



Dear participants Whenever I refer to the victims of the genocide of the Pontic Greeks I feel proud for being pontian myself. The victims of the genocide could easily save their lives by betraying their Hellenic soul but they didn’t. On the contrary I feel shame when I see the heads of the regime parties to be absent from the events of the memory of the genocide but at the same time competing each other to who is going to honour more the Chief Butcher Kemal. In the era of Turkish occupation the Greeks were divided into two categories the rayas (obedient slaves) and the Kleftes (Rebels). In today’s time of faux progressive universalist culture and the self delusion of Greek Turkish «Friendship», Hellenism needs more Kleftes and less rayas.



KAKLAMANIS APOSTOLOS Former PRESIDENT OF THE GREEK PARLIAMENT



“Where have all the people gone”, Anna Frank was wondering over half a century ago. The people were not there. She herself, her family and millions of people just like her, were exterminated, yet the diary that she managed to keep became a symbol of resistance against the Nazi brutality. The Genocide, the ethnic cleansing consist crimes against humanity. However, the reaction of the International Community was selective. It is a hypocricy. It ignores or hides historical events, memories and everyday current procedures. The Genocide of the Greeks of Pontus and Asia Minor, just as the Genocides of the Armenians, the Assyrians and all Christian populations that had lived for thousands of years in the land of today’s Turkey, creating major civilizations, are historical fact of the same validity as the Holocaust of the Jews by the Nazi. Still, only the Genocide of the Armenians has taken its place in the consciousness of the International Community, and what is more, it has not acquired a place equal to the importance and the size of the crime, whereas the genocides that the Turkish state has been continually committing, still remain in the sphere of global oblivion. Today, we are here to drag from the state of oblivion the historical experience of those genocides.We do not start from zero. We have a valuable human capital, that is constituted primarily by Greek Pontians, both in Greece and abroad. The Pontians united bring today a new air to the efforts that took place in the past, attempts that had been mainly detached and since the last years appear united and organized. Allow me at this point to refer to two examples of such attempts. The first, is the unanimous vote for recognition of the Genocide of the Pontian Greeks by the Greek Parliament and the establishment of 19th May as a day of Commemoration of the Hellenism in Pontus and Asia Minor. I am quite pleased, as this law, as well as the one regarding the recognition of the Genocide of the Armenians were issued during the first months of my for over a decade Presidency in the Greek Parliament. The second is the recognition of the Genocide of the Pontians by the International Association of Genocide Scholars, an institution that involves personalities



22 internationally established. In the respective resolution, it is made clear from the very first paragraph, what in my opinion is of major importance: “The denial of genocide is regarded as the last stage of genocide that ensures that the persecutors remain unpunished and prepares the ground for future genocides. We ought to answer to the question posed by some people: “Why now?” The answer: Because Turkey today, shows unfortunately, no real intention to conformation to the values of the modern European civilization and still continues to oppose to the recognition of the Genocide committed by the Turkish state. Moreover, Turkey refuses to fulfill the basic obligations for the entry in Europe, towards the issues of human rights, respect of minorities, religious and political freedom. Turkey remains attached to the initial beliefs of the kemalist state, that is, national purity, racism, chauvinism, hostility against the neighboring countries. This was recently proved by the article that illegally and un-historically claimed territories from the Greek state, through the official website of the Turkish ministry of foreign affairs It was also proved by the provoking flight of F16 aeroplanes, 100m above Farmakonisi, during the commemoration service that was taking place at that time, for the commander Kostas Iliakis, that lost his life so unjustly. This happened on the day before the official visit of the chief Commander of the Greek Army (īǼǼĬǹ) in Turkey. It is proved through the continuous illegal occupation of the Cypriot Republic, through refusing to respect the human, minority and political rights in its inland, through refusing to recognize the Orthodox Patriarchy. We also have a duty to respond to the question that might be posed: ‘ Why in Komotini?” “May be it will inflame forgotten trouble?” Komotini is the place that this Colloquium should take place, because here, in Thrace, Turkey systematically cultivates instability and tension, as it does in the broader area of the Balkans as well as the Middle East. And this is something that the inhabitants of Komotini and the entire Thrace know very well, no matter what their religion or their origin is. Their progress and peaceful co-existence, that is an bright example of a multicultural community in this continent crossroad, IS UNDER MINED by Turkey, through making provocative and ridiculous claims, falsifying the International Right and in particular the Lausanne Treaty. In this attempt, one can obviously see the role of the Turkish consulate, to such an extend that the tolerance that has been shown so far by the Greek state is no longer justifiable. Greece is a proud, independent and powerful European state, an open and democratic society that respects human rights and protects the individual freedoms of all citizens.



23 And the Greek people know how to effectively defend its national interests and its national dominance. And this is a fact that cannot be ignored, misinterpreting mistakes that occurred in the past or are still occurring from our side also. Yet, the recent meeting of the Minister of Foreign Affairs with the so-called minister of the illegal state of Kosovo, a move that interpreted in the wrong way could bring dangerous thoughts in the military-diplomatic status of Ankara. Greece wishes to have peace and good relationships with all the neighboring countries. In the framework of this standard policy of all Greek governments after 1974, we allowed Turkey in the in ȈȊȃȅǻȅ ȀȅȇȊĭǾȈ in Elsinki, to enter the hall of the European Union, making certain commitments, the actualization of which would literally constitute an overthrow of those structures and mechanisms, according to which the ideology of the kemalic “clean” Turkish state was structured. As long as Turkey refuses to conform with these commitments, the door leading to the inner of the European Union will remain closed. We hope that this will not be necessary. We are working on the European prospect of Turkey. We encourage the voices of the democratic citizens in the neighboring country, Turkish as well as others, that fight against the military, diplomatic and judicial status that is in power. Today we remember Hrand Dink and all the latest martyrs of the terrorist violence that is applied every day in the name of kemalism. We demand the recognition of the Genocide of the Christian populations of Pontus and Asia Minor, the Greeks, the Assyrians, as well as the other nonChristian people, such as the Kurds, that still, for the official Turkey, do not exist. This demand is an act of democratic solidarity, it is an act of self-respect and at the same time an act deeply humanistic. We have with us the right of History, the dynamics and the will of an excellent scientific and intellectual initiative, part of which are the Unions and the parties that organize today’s Colloquium. I would like to congratulate the Pan-Hellenic Association of Pontian Educators, the Union of Pontian Associations of Eastern Macedonia and Thrace, the coordinating Committee of the Pan-Pontian Federation of Greece and the Pontian Societies of Rodopi Perfecture for taking this initiative. I would particularly like to greet the well-known writer Thea Halo, and than her in public because through the important work of hers, she preserved her mother’s image, an emblematic personality of modern history, not only for Greece, but for the entire world. Sano Halo stands beside Anna Frank, as an equal symbol of resistance against brutality, as a diachronic symbol of the victory of life and freedom against racism and violence.



24 And the same question is repeated through the story of her life and the life of the Pontians and the Assyrians: “Where have all the people gone” Today, we give an answer through our presence.



25 INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF GREEK SOCIETIES OF COMMONWEALTH OF INDEPENDENT STATES (EX SOVIET UNION) “O PONTOS” To The Organizing Committee of international colloquium “Three Genocides, one Strategy” KOMOTHNH, GREECE Dear friends, It was our great pleasure to receive the invitation for the International Colloquium that will take place in Komotini on 24 th May under the topic: “Three Genocides, One Strategy” Unfortunatelly, due to reasons that are beyond our wish, we will not be able to be with you. However, with all our heart, we support this significant initiative and we will be expecting the outcome of the works of this colloquium eagerly, so that we will fight on your side for their application. Regarding the pluralism of the colloquium we suggest that the following should be taken into consideration: 1. We believe it is of outmost importance that the genocides of the three Christian peoples (Greeks, Armenians and Assyrians) will be examined under a common framework, thus contributing to the unification of our power and increase of the effectiveness of our actions. Through these actions, we will all have immediate benefit. 2. There should be an international committee established for action in certain countries that can and should recognize the genocides of those three peoples. We believe that these actions should be initiated in most countries of the former U.S.S.R. We are ready to actively participate in these actions. Sincerely, The President V.G.Kaisev



26 PAMPONTIAN FEDERATION OF USA AND CANADA 21st May 2008 The Pan-Pontian Federation of U.S.A. and Canada congratulates the organizing committee of the International Colloquium “Three Genocides, One Strategy”, that is being held in Komotini on 24th May 2008 and wishes all participants the best of success with the works. There has been almost one hundred years after the appalling crimes committed by the ottomans, the neoturks and the kemalists against humanity, and still the crime, not only has not been internationally recognized, but the fierce and dirty propaganda of the Turks, distorting history is more evident than ever. It is now quite clear that, in order to achieve our goal, our efforts should be intensified in higher political and governmental levels internationally. No matter our origin, people from Armenia, Assyria, Pontos, Smyrna, Kappadokia, Konstantinople, Cyprus e.t.c., our common course is a necessity and should be the edge of the spear, so that we can promote our actions and have the Genocides, committed by the Turkish state, recognized. I believe that the establishment of a pan-european, if not global commemoration day for the victims of Kemalism is essential to further promote our goals. The Pan-Pontian Federation of U.S.A. and Canada has started an attempt to bridge the gap between the Armenian district of New-York and Toronto, and this year we had the pleasure of actively participating in their commemoration event of their genocide, as they had in ours. During the following months, a colloquium is being prepared, similar to the one in Komotini, targeting to common efforts in the area of Northern America. It is a long and rugged way, yet, let the joyous news emerging from all over the world be our guide in this difficult work.



Dimitris Molohidis General Secretary Pan-Pontian Federation U.S.A. and Canada



27 FEDERATION OF PONTIAN ASSOCIATIONS OF AUSTRALIA



Melbourne 23 May 2006



To The Organizing Committee Of the International Colloquium “Three Genocides, One Strategy” KOMOTǿNǿ, GREECE Dear Brothers On behalf of the Federation of the Pontian Associations of Australia, I wish to send you my kind regards, the regards of all the associated Pontians of Australia. The colloquium that you have organized on Saturday, 25th May, 2008, is a remarkable and worthy attempt. Here in Australia in 2006, and in particular during an event for the commemoration of the Pontian Genocide, while Mr. Panagiotis Iasonidis was President, a similar conference had been organized, with the participation of the Armenians and the Assyrians of Australia. In that colloquium, the common issue of the Genocide of all three peoples was discussed, and we concluded that there had been a Christian Genocide indeed, committed by the organized facist organs of the neoturks. It is the duty of all, to do everything in our power, so that both “the neighboring country” and the international community, will recognize this Christian Genocide in Anatolia. It is the duty of all the associated Pontians to encourage, with all our strength, such academic events as yours, where through studies of a higher level, the atrocities committed by the Neoturks will be presented, through adequate historical argumentation. I wish you every success, and I would be grateful if you would send me the works of the colloquium, so that it will be further projected to the academic and political community here in Australia. “Igian ke evlogian” Haralambos Tavlaridis President of the Federation of the Pontian Associations of Australia



Ǻ' SPEECHES



THEA HALO



«Report on the IAGS Greek/Assyrian Genocide Resolution: Where we go from here?» Good evening. I am very happy for the invitation to be a speaker in this important event. I would like to thank Pan-Hellenic Association of Pontian Educators and especially its president Antonis Pavlidis as well as the Organising Committee of the Colloquium. I would like also to thank all of you for helping me at my stay in Komotini. As many of you know, my mother is a proud Pontian. She was born in 1910, and on the 10th of May she celebrated her 98th birthday. She wanted me to remember to give all of you her love. When she was here in 2001, many Pontians called her the yia yia of all Pontians. She is very proud of that tribute. One of her wishes is to become an honorary Greek citizen. It is my wish also. Although I have been refused citizenship by the last Greek Administration, I am hopeful that with your support, the present administration will finally grant both my mother and me honorary Greek citizenship. What better way to thank her for her tireless dedication to the memory of the Pontic people? My mother comes from a small village in Asia Minor that was called Iondone, or Ayios Antonios. She had a happy life surrounded by family and friends. The neighboring villages were all Turkish. She said they had no trouble with the Turkish people. They lived peacefully side-by-side and helped each other by bartering. Then in the spring of 1920, Turkish soldiers came to the villages and pounded on the doors with the butts of their rifles, shouting Mustafa Kemal’s terrible decree: “You are to leave this place. You are to take only what you can carry.” My mother and the 3000 inhabitants of Iondone were marched over the frigid mountains of the north, then through the desert-like planes of the south, without proper food, water, or shelter. So many died along the way. My mother was around 10 at the time. She had an older sister named Chritodoula who was 12; a brother named Yanni who was 8 and a younger sister named Nastasia, who was 4. There were also two twin sisters named Maria and Mathea. They were 4 months old. My mother carried Mathea on her back. Christodoula carried Maria on her back. My mother described what happened on their 8-month long death march to exile. I’ve



32 written about it in Not Even My Name. This passage is from Chapter 19. Babies and Buzzards. ++++++++++++ (Read from “Not even my name”, Chapter 19, beginning with the sentence): Each day Mathea was heavier on my back, and my clammy, long-sleeved dress, thick with dust and perspiration, stuck to me like wet glue. With each passing day, Mother seemed more debilitated, perhaps from the extra strain of nursing the twins without proper food or water. At the edge of a small town, there was a water fountain with water flowing continuously, spilling its cool treasure into a stone bowl, then overflowing onto the ground, turning the stones around it black. I had never seen Mother so in need of anything before. She had always been the graceful, patient jewel the Turks rightly named ¨Kȩzel. But Mother left the file to stumble to the fountain. The exiles stopped and watched expectantly, ready to race for the fountain also if she succeeded in her quest. But just before she reached it, a Turkish soldier trotted up on his horse spitting out commands. He raised his whip and gave her a lash like one would an ox or a donkey. She fell to her knees as my feet rooted to the earth and my heart slit open. Father threw down his bundles and ran to her. “Water, Please,” Mother said to the soldier. Father tried to raise Mother to her feet. “Please.” The soldier raised his whip again, spitting out more abuse. He would have hit her again but Father threw his arm around her shoulder and pulled her away. The disappointment on the marchers’ dirt-streaked faces was barely noticeable. It was more like numbness that showed in their eyes, the numbness that comes from deprivation and prolonged defeat. Mother stumbled back to her place as the others turned like robots to continue their march. Was it on that day that little Maria died? I don’t remember. I only remember her little body tied to Christodoula’s back like a papoose, her little head bobbing back and forth, and the realization that something was wrong crept up my hot body with a cold, clammy, panic. “Mama!” I said as calmly as I could, hoping my calmness would make everything all right. “Maria looks funny.” Mother looked up and burst into tears. Maria’s face had turned ashen. Her eyes stared out at nothing like little doll eyes that were broken in an open position, and her head rolled back and forth with each step. “What’s wrong?” Christodoula demanded in a panic. “What is it?” We stopped in the road like a pile of stones in a river; the weary exiles ruptured out around us and continued their march. Mother took Maria from Christodoula’s back and cradled her in her arms as her tears washed Maria’s lifeless face.



33 “Move!” a soldier shouted as he trotted up to where we stood. “My baby,” Mother said. She held out Maria for the soldier to see, as if her shock and grief could also be his. “My baby.” “Throw it away if it’s dead!” he shouted. “Move!” “Let me bury her,” Mother pleaded, sobbing. “Throw it away!” He shouted again, raising his whip. “Throw it away!” Mother clutched Maria’s body to her breast as we stood staring up at him. Her face was gripped with a torment I had never seen before. Father reached for Maria, to put her down I suppose, but Mother clutched her even more tightly. Then she walked over to the high stone wall that separated the road from the town and lifted Maria up to lay her on the wall’s top as if on an altar before the Almighty. That night Mother cried herself to sleep. And each time I closed my own eyes, I saw her holding Maria up to the heavens like an offering. The image of her lifeless body lying on the wall, like some gift in a pagan ritual, followed me even into my dreams and all through the next days. Each time I thought of my little sister left lying there alone in the burning sun, with the buzzards flying about waiting for us to pass, the sobs would come without my ability to control them.1 +++++++++++++ (End reading of “Not even my name”) Such was the fate of my family and hundreds of thousands of other Pontians, Asia Minor Greeks, Armenians and Assyrians between 1914-1923. Yet for too long, with few exceptions, the Pontians and the other Asia Minor Greeks and Assyrians were rarely mentioned in any historical accounts outside of Greece. At best they were relegated to the “also mentioned category” of history. The Pontian name, like the Assyrian name, was all but forgotten outside of their respective communities. And even on the rare occasions when they were mentioned by non-Greek or non-Assyrian historians, their fate was never referred to as a genocide. Although many say that denial is the final stage of genocide, silence is the final killer. As unconscionable as genocide denial is, it still allows for, and even encourages debate. Silence fosters the impression that the victims had never even existed. In the four years that I have attended international genocide conferences, I have met a number of young scholar who spoke on the Armenian genocide, but they were unaware that Greeks and Assyrians also lived in Asia Minor. It was as if their 3 and 4 millennia presence in Asia Minor was also erased with their physical removal through mass murder and forced deportations under conditions designed to cause their demise. One of the most overriding similarities of the decades long endeavors to make the genocide of the Armenians known to the world, is the almost complete failure of the academic and activist communities to include any mention 1



Thea Halo, Not Even My Name Picador USA-St. Martin’s Press, New York 2000 (Oyte To Onoma Mou) Govostis Plublishing Athens 2001.



34 of the genocide, during the same time and place, of up to one million Ottoman Greeks and up to three-quarters of the Assyrian population: some put the figure as high as 750,000. These co-victims of the Armenians were the other Christians referred to in thousands of documents during the Young Turk and Kemalist regimes. Silence from the academic community played its part in this seeming erasure of these historic Christians of Anatolia. It is silence, therefore, that made their genocide complete. Now, in a victory for historical accuracy and inclusion, the International Association of Genocide Scholars, or IAGS, an organization of some of the world’s foremost experts on genocide, overwhelmingly affirmed that, between 1914-1923, Assyrians, Pontians and other Anatolian Greeks, suffered a genocide that was qualitatively and quantitatively similar to the genocide suffered by the Armenians. This is truly a monumental step forward. The resolution opens new doors for a more inclusive study of the Ottoman and Kemalist periods and their anti-Christian campaigns. To help you understand how important it is for scholars to attend these genocide conferences and give papers, I want to briefly tell you how the resolution came about. My first IAGS Genocide Conference was in 2003. There were many panels on the Armenian Genocide, the Holocaust, and other genocides around the world, but only one scholar was listed for the Pontic Greek Genocide. But even that one Greek historian did not show up. So I asked to replace him. I also asked to be placed on another panel about the Armenians since there were only two speakers. So although I am listed in the program for only one paper at the 2003 IAGS Conference, I actually gave two additional impromptu papers on the Greeks and Assyrians. It was at this 2003 conference that I realized just how extensive the problem was of both exclusion of the Greeks and Assyrians from the discussion on the Armenian Genocide, and in some cases the blatant distortion of their history. So I attended as many panels as I could on the Armenians and during Q&A reminded the panelists and the audience not to forget that the Greeks and Assyrians were the covictims of the Armenians. During the 2005 IAGS Conference I gave two papers and also addressed the general assembly of scholars numerous times to point out the grave failure to include mention of the Pontian and other Asia Minor Greeks and Assyrians by scholars who teach and/or write about the Ottoman period and the Armenian Genocide. My criticism of various IAGS members was taken to heart by two genocide scholars who became my staunch supporters: Henry Huttenbach and Adam Jones. After the 2005 conference I invited Prof Huttenbach to be on a panel I arranged at Fordham University with the help of another supporter and subsequent friend, Dr. Anie Kalayjian. I had met Anie at the 2003 IAGS conference. I gave a paper entitled The Exclusivity of Suffering: when tribal concerns take precedence over historical ac-



35 curacy, which addressed the failure of too many historians to mention the covictims of both the Holocaust and the Armenian genocide. Henry Huttenbach gave a paper addressing the same issues. He then suggested we give our papers at the 2007 IAGS Conference, which we did. Another consequence of my talks at the 2005 IAGS conference, was an alliance with genocide scholar, Adam Jones. Jones then invited me to give a seminar on my Exclusivity paper to a group of scholars at Yale University. My previous comments and this seminar, and our continuous communications, further sensitized Jones to the problems the Greeks and Assyrians had faced for decades; the almost complete exclusion from the historical record in books, memorials, and resolutions that pertained to the Ottoman genocide period. To address the historical omission concerning the co-victims, Adam Jones, proposed the resolution to the IAGS on March 19, 2007, to amend the previous 1997 IAGS resolution that inaccurately portrayed the Ottoman genocides as exclusively against Armenians. Jones wrote to the IAGS Resolution’s Committee that: “In recent years, we in the genocide studies community have become more aware of the fact that the Ottomans’ genocidal campaign during this period was not limited to the Armenian population of the empire. Rather, it also targeted other Christian populations, notably Assyrians and Pontic and Anatolian Greeks. The methods used—genocide through mass killing and death marches—are in central respects parallel to those employed against Ottoman Armenians. “I believe the IAGS could perform another important service by expanding its recognition of Ottoman genocide to include an explicit acknowledgment of the genocidal atrocities visited on these additional populations. Accordingly, I wish to propose that the following resolution be presented to the membership at the business meeting of IAGS 2007:” 2 The IAGS Resolutions Committee responded positively. As co-sponsor of the resolution, I helped compile the mostly primary source documentation and a scholarly bibliography for member review to support a finding of genocide. With the help of a Greek scholar, I was able to also supply a list of Greek titles. The votes were counted on December 1, 2007, after more than eight months of review by members, and the IAGS Assyrian, Pontian and Asia Minor Greek Genocide Resolution was passed overwhelmingly. It reads as follows: WHEREAS the denial of genocide is widely recognized as the final stage of genocide, enshrining impunity for the perpetrators of genocide, and demonstrably paving the way for future genocides; 2



Jones’ original proposal for the resolution was a single paragraph that became the third paragraph of the final resolution. Comments from Resolutions Committee member Elihu D. Richter encouraged Jones to add language to the resolution concerning denial and Turkey’s responsibility to acknowledge the genocides and issue an apology. Jones then drafted the final resolution as worded above.



36 WHEREAS the Ottoman genocide against minority populations during and following the First World War is usually depicted as a genocide against Armenians alone, with little recognition of the qualitatively similar genocides against other Christian minorities of the Ottoman Empire; BE IT RESOLVED that it is the conviction of the International Association of Genocide Scholars that the Ottoman campaign against Christian minorities of the Empire between 1914 and 1923 constituted a genocide against Armenians, Assyrians, and Pontian and Anatolian Greeks. BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Association calls upon the government of Turkey to acknowledge the genocides against these populations, to issue a formal apology, and to take prompt and meaningful steps toward restitution. So now the question is: Where do we go from here? The overwhelming majority of IAGS scholars who affirmed the resolution sent a strong message that signals a new phase of genocide studies of the period. The resolution opens the door to the work ahead, and offers a wealth of opportunities for future genocide scholarship. Already there are numerous books being written as I speak. I have been asked to write chapters about the Greeks and Assyrians for two of them. One book is entitled “The Forgotten Genocides.” For those young scholars who wish to study and write about the Ottoman Greeks and Assyrians, they will find a tremendous store of documentation that they can use to demonstrate both the genocidal intent and the genocidal execution by the Young Turk and Kemalist regimes. Many of these documents were already collected and compiled in 14 editions by your own Constantinos Fotiadis. We are all waiting for the Greek government to publish the translated editions so those who cannot speak or read Greek, can still access the material. I would also like to propose something I have been wanting to do here in Greece for a number of years: that is to build a foundation in my mother’s name, called the Sano Themia Halo Pontian Heritage Foundation, which would become an international research center in Ayios Antonios, so we can invite scholars from around the world to come and study the period, and genocide in general, and to write, paint, perform plays, make films, etc. and to share their creative expressions and/or historical findings with the Greek community, and hopefully with the world. To raise the funds for this endeavor, the foundation would ask each Pontian to donate one Euro or one dollar for each member of their family, no matter how young or how old. If we can reach the 3 million Pontians around the world, we can raise 3 million Euros and dollars with no hardship to any one person, so that the Pontians who had suffered so greatly in the past, can give this great gift in their name. My other ardent wish is to make a film of my book, Oyte To Onoma Mou. This project would open the door to a whole new phase of awareness about the history of the Greeks, Armenians and Assyrians of Asia Minor who lost their lives,



37 their homes and their country. Just as those in the Greek communities in the U.S. used my book to encourage U.S. State governors and legislators to issue proclamations and resolutions recognizing the genocide of the Pontians and other Asia Minor Greeks and Assyrians for the first time in U.S. history, a film and the research center can help assure our place in history. I hope all of you will become dedicated to making these and other projects come to life in the near future. Alone we are each a voice in the wind. Together we can accomplish great things, to assure that the history of our ancestors will not be forgotten. Together we can assure that they will live forever in our hearts and minds, and their stories will be known and embraced by the rest of the world. Perhaps in preserving the record of their past, we can also add our voices against present and future genocides around the world. No matter what governments do for political expediency, as citizens of the world, at least we can make sure that history is recorded accurately. But remembering should never be used to stir up hatred for the Turkish people. Hatred destroys all that was good and pure in the past and in the present. We are all brothers and sisters under the skin. To remember one’s history is simply a way to embrace what is ours. In fact, we should also honor the many Turks who risked their own lives to save Greeks, Armenians and Assyrians from certain death. I invite you all to think of new creative ways to help preserve the history of Pontos and the Pontian people, and also to join together to support our efforts. Although I spent most of my life not knowing my heritage, today I am very proud to say: «Ime Pontia». Thank you.
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“The international framework of the Pontian Greek Genocide” 1. Introduction Professor Taner Akçam sustains that the Ottoman documents as well as the western archive sources affirm the Armenian Genocide and the Amatolian ethnic cleansing. However, the deportment and massacres were not an isolated act against the Armenians. They were part of a general plan which could be called “demodraphic policy” or “racial cleansing of Anatolia”; a policy aimed at the extermination of the Christian population of Anatolia. This policy, which was enacted as a general plan from 1913 to 1918, was carried out against the Pontic Greeks from 1920 to 1924. Its two-fold target was to ensure a homogenous Anatolia 1 that would lead to a one-nation country (a Turkish Turkey) and to get rid of all those dangerous elements which could prevent its realisation2. 1



Celal Bayar’s Ben de Yazdim, vol.5 (Istabul:Baha Matbaasi,1976), p. 1573. Akçam T., In Malkidis. The genocide of Pontic Greeks. History, policy and recognition. Athens: Gordios editions 2008 (In Greek). According to former ambassador H. Morgenthau, «The martyrdom of the Greeks, therefore, comprised two periods: that antedating the war, and that which began in the early part of 1915. The first affected chiefly the Greeks on the seacoast of Asia Minor. The second affected those living in Thrace and in the territories surrounding the Sea of Marmora, the Dardanelles, the Bosporus, and the coast of the Black Sea. These latter, to the extent of several hundred thousand, were sent to the interior of Asia Minor. The Turks adopted almost identically the same procedure against the Greeks as that which they had adopted against the Armenians. They began by incorporating the Greeks into the Ottoman army and then transforming them into labour battalions, using them to build roads in the Caucasus and other scenes of action. These Greek soldiers, just like the Armenians, died by thousands from cold, hunger, and other privations. The same house-to-house searches for hidden weapons took place in the Greek villages, and Greek men and women were beaten and tortured just as were their fellow Armenians. The Greeks had to submit to the same forced requisitions, which amounted in their case, as in the case of the Armenians, merely to plundering on a wholesale scale. The Turks attempted to force the Greek subjects to become Mohammedans; Greek girls, just like Armenian girls, were stolen and taken to Turkish harems and Greek boys were kidnapped and placed in Moslem households. The Greeks, just like the Armenians, were accused of disloyalty to the Ottoman Government; the Turks accused them of furnishing supplies to the English submarines in the Marmora and also of acting as spies. The Turks also declared that the Greeks were not loyal to the Ottoman Government, and that they also looked forward to the day when the Greeks inside of Turkey would become part of Greece. These latter charges were unquestionably true; that the Greeks, after 2



40 The genocide of the Armenians, the Assyrians and the Greeks of Pontus, Asia Minor, and Thrace along with the Jewish Holocaust were conducted by regimes that violated human rights sacrificing thus millions of lives and elimimatining the history and culture of thousands of years. Since the end of the the War World II genocide has been considered a crime, which is punished under International Law. This text analyses the international framework of the Pontic Greeks’ Genocide which comprises a series of international acts sush as the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide and the Chart of the International Tribunal for the Prosecution of Persons Responsible for Serious Violations of International Humanitarian Law Committed in the Territory of the Former Yugoslavia since 1991. The Chart of the International Criminal Tribunal for the Prosecution of Offenses in Rwuanda and neighbouring countries from January 1st to December 31st 1994 as well as the Chart of the ICC also constitute part of the above mentioned framework. Despite the fact that at the Nuremberg Trial those held reponsible for the holocaust of the Jews were tried and convicted, despite the UN General Assembly Resolution 1946 for the prevention and suppression of genocide and despite the relevant afore mentioned Convention and Charts, many a genocide has been left unpunished, while new ones have been perpetrated recently. At the same time the perpetrators, Turkey for example, consistently reject charges of large-scale massacres and commit new ones against the remaining Greeks, Armenians and Kurds. 2. Large-scale crimes and Genocide On May 24th 1915 the Entente Powers declared the members of the Otsuffering for five centuries the most unspeakable outrages at the hands of the Turks, should look longingly to the day when their territory should be part of the fatherland, was to be expected. The Turks, as in the case of the Armenians, seized upon this as an excuse for a violent onslaught on the whole race. Everywhere the Greeks were gathered in groups and, under the so-called protection of Turkish gendarmes, they were transported, the larger part on foot, into the interior. Just how many were scattered in this fashion is not definitely known, the estimates varying anywhere from 200,000 up to 1,000,000. These caravans suffered great privations, but they were not submitted to general massacre as were the Armenians, and this is probably the reason why the outside world has not heard so much about them. The Turks showed them this greater consideration not from any motive of pity. The Greeks, unlike the Armenians, had a government which was vitally interested in their welfare. At this time there was a general apprehension among the Teutonic Allies that Greece would enter the war on the side of the Entente, and a wholesale massacre of Greeks in Asia Minor would unquestionably have produced such a state of mind in Greece that its pro-German king would have been unable longer to keep his country out of the war. It was only a matter of state policy, therefore, that saved these Greek subjects of Turkey from all the horrors that befell the Armenians. But their sufferings are still terrible, and constitute another chapter in the long story of crimes for which civilization will hold the Turk responsible». (Amb. Henry Morgenthau, Sr. "The Murder of a Nation," ch. XXIV, in Morgenthau, Ambassador Morgenthau's Story, 1919, pp. 52-53.



41 toman Government who had ordered the massacre of the Armenians personally responsible and undertook the right and obligation to bring the case to justice. Lord Kurzon suggested establishing an international court to punish those responsible for the crimes committed during the war3. Loyd George sustained that war by itself constitutes a crime against humanity and therefore the constitutionally responsible rulers and public officials of Germany and of the Ottoman Empire should be tried for the crimes they perpetrated during the World War I. Articles 226 and 230 of the Treatuy of Sevres (1920) state the following: “the Allied Powers have the right to bring before national or international military tribunals persons accused of having committed acts in violation of the laws and customs of war against the Armenians, Greeks and Assyrians and sentence them, if found guilty, to punishments laid down by law. The Turkish Government undertakes to hand over all persons accused and to furnish all the documents and information necessary to ensure the full knowledge of the incriminating acts. The Allied Powers reserve to themselves the right to designate the tribunal which shall try the persons so accused, and the Ottoman Government undertakes to recognise such tribunal.” With respect to reparations article 144 states: “The Turkish Government recognises the injustice of the law of 1915 relating to Abandoned Properties (Emval-i-Metroukeh), and of the supplementary provisions thereof, and declares them to be null and void, in the past as in the future.The Turkish Government solemnly undertakes to facilitate to the greatest possible extent the return to their homes and re-establishment in their businesses of the Turkish subjects of non-Turkish race who have been forcibly driven from their homes by fear of massacre or any other form of pressure since January 1, 1914. It recognises that any immovable or movable property of the said Turkish subjects or of the communities to which they belong, which can be recovered, must be restored to them as soon as possible, in whatever hands it may be found. Such property shall be restored free of all charges or servitudes with which it may have been burdened and without compensation of any kind to the present owners or occupiers, subject to any action which they may be able to bring against the persons from whom they derived title. The Ottoman Government agrees that arbitral commissions shall be appointed by the Council of the League of Nations wherever found necessary. These commissions shall each be composed of one representative of the Turkish Government, one representative of the community which claims that it or one of its members has been injured, and a chairman appointed by the Council of the League of Nations. These arbitral commissions shall hear all claims covered by this Article and decide them by summary procedure.” 4 3



The truth about the Peace Treaties, Vol I., London Victor Gallance 1938. Also Schabas W., Genocide in International law, Cambridge University Press 2000. 4 American Journal of International Law, Volume 15, Supplement, 1921, Official Documents, p.210.



42 Damad Ferid Pasha’s Government, which came to power in Turkey in 1921, appoints an Investigation Commission under Mazhar Pasha to surrender the persons responsible for large-scale crimes. Eventually those sentenced to death are ministers and officials who, however, have fled. Two officials who were not the principals are executed. The Turkish National Movement puts an end to the proceedings in January 1921 and two years later the provisions of the Treaty of Sevres concerning the prosecution and pumishment of the principals and accomplices of crimes aginst humanity are actually annulled by the Treaty of Lausanne. High-rank Ottoman public officials who were to be tried for acts violating the laws and customs of war were eventually granted amnesty by the Treaty of Lausanne5. Thus, although the Allied Powers had recognised the crimes against the Armenians, Assyrians and Greeks with the Treaty of Sevres, the outcome was impunity since the Allies did not ensure its application6. It seems that the Treaty of Laussanne was the vehicle of purication of both the Young-Turk period and Kemalistic Turkey, which was left unpunished for its crimes. All this would constitute a precedent and only a few decades later Hitler referring to the measures taken against the Jews would say “Who remembers the Armenians?” As a consequence, the Greeks along with other Christian peoples cease to exist in territories in which they have been living for thousands of years. The large-scale massacres are followed by the destruction of monuments, churches, houses, architecture masterpieces, inscriptions. Places are given new names so that the past is copletely erased and the territories ultimately acquire a Turkish identity. The new Kemalistic nation is being built upon the ruins and lost lives of thousands of Greeks and millions of Armenians and Assyrians. The same destiny awaits the Kurds in 1925 and 1935. The League of Nations failed to fulfill its initial intent to deal with large-scale crimes, in particular the ones perpetrated by the Ottoman Government and Kemalistic Turkey. The genocide issue will therefore be dealt with after the World War II is over and the United Nations (UN) has been established. The term genocide was coined by Rhaphael Lemkin7 in 1944 and gained wide 5



Schabas W. Genocide in International Law…op.cit, ps. 20-22. Mandelstam A. La societe des Nations e les puissances devant le probleme Armenien. 1970 7 Raphael Lemkin, lawyer of Polish-Jewish descent, best known for his work agaist genocide, invented the term “genocide. The term coined by Lemkin constituted the basis for the terminology used for the “Convention on Genocide” by the UN on December 9th 1948. Lemkin R. Axis Rule in Europe. Laws of Occupation. Analysis of Government. Proposals for readers. Garnegie Endowment for International Peace. Division of International Law, Washington 1944. Lemkin R. Le genocide», Revue internationale de droit penal, vol.31 (1946), 34-45. See also People’s Court. The silence crime. The Armenian genocide. Athens: Herodotus 1988. (In Greek). Cooper J. Raphael Lemkin and the Struggle for the Genocide Convention. London: Palgrave Macmillan 2008. 6



43 acceptance just before the Nuremberg Trial, most notable for the prosecution of prominent Nazi Germans, principals of the “progrom”8 aiming to exterminate the Jews. It9 sonstituted the legal bases of the Nuremberg Trials, as well as that of Tokyo, and it refers to a particular type of war crime which till then was of almost no importance: the systematic extermination of certain “inferior” European peoples by the Nazis. This crime which in legal terms is defined as genocide origimates in racism and constitutes its inevitable consequence when it is allowed to flourish as in the case of Germany. The Convention on the Prosecution and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide (CPPCG) was adopted by the UN General Assebly with Resolution 260 (III) A on December 9, 1948 and it came into effect on January 12, 195110. The Genocide definition is provided in the articles that follow: Article II: In the present Convention, genocide means any of the following acts committed with intent to destroy, in whole or in part, a national, ethnical, racial or religious group, as such: (a) Killing members of the group; (b) Causing serious bodily or mental harm to members of the group; (c) Deliberately inflicting on the group conditions of life calculated to bring about its physical destruction in whole or in part; (d) Imposing measures intended to prevent births within the group; (e) Forcibly transferring children of the group to another group. Article III: The following acts shall be punishable: (a) Genocide; (b) Conspiracy to commit genocide; (c) Direct and public incitement to commit genocide; (d) Attempt to commit genocide; (e) Complicity in genocide. Article IV: Persons committing genocide or any of the other acts enumerated in article III shall be punished, whether they are constitutionally responsible rulers, public officials or private individuals. 8



“Progrom”, the term usually refers to the anti-Jewish campaign in Russia from 1881-1882, in Odessa, Kiev and Chisinau (capital of present-day Moldava) and other Russian cities in 1903 and 1905. Klier J. Pogrom, in Shelton D. (ed) Genocide and Crimes against humanity, London Macmillan, 2004, ı.812-815. Crystal Night (Kristallnacht) the progrom that took place in Nazi Germany on November 9th and 10th is also considered a crime agaist humanity. 9 The UN General Assembly recognised genocide as a crime aginst humanity on December 9th, 1948. Resolution 260 came into effect on January 1951. 10 Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide (CPPCG). General Assembly Resolution 260 a (III) of 9/12/1948. UNTS, No 1021, vol. 78, 1951, p.228. It deserves it is reported that a lot of countries that allocated colonies declared wittingly their reserves, what became partially acceptable, and accepted for the genocide with reserve.



44 Article VI: Persons charged with genocide or any of the other acts enumerated in article III shall be tried by a competent tribunal of the State in the territory of which the act was committed, or by such international penal tribunal as may have jurisdiction with respect to those Contracting Parties which shall have accepted its jurisdiction.11 According to the CPPCG the term genocide refers to a crime whose objectives are the deliberate and systematic, with the use of violence most of the times, extermination of a nation in whole or in part in a specific place and constitutes a primary crime and not an act of war. It is intended to signify the coordinated plan of different actions aiming at the destruction of essential foundations of the life of nations or national groups with the aim of annihilating the groups themselves12. At the time, genocide is regarded one of the “crimes against humanity”which, according to Article 6c of the Nuremberg Trial Charter, pertain to a series of criminal offenses, crimes against peace or war crimes.Besides the one given by th UN, genocide definitions include a deliberate and centrally planned crime perpetrated with the aim of the annihalation of a racial, enthic or religious group, the structural and systematic destruction of one of the afore mentioned groups by the bureaucratic state mechanism13 as well as the mass killing conducted by a government in order to achieve the extermination of a particular group pertaining to its social structure14. 3. The evolution of the concept of genocide The events that followed the Nuremberg Trial and time brought about the need have the rather narrow legal definition of genocide reconsidered and broadened: The legislative regulation which was intended for the condemnation of Germany's Nazis didn't cover all the facts around the world. Of course the anticoloniasist movements which afterwards the B' World War convulsed the Third World, often roused against the colonialists the categories of "genocide" even if several problems of the international policy or the unacceptable indifference of world common opinion prevented a legal education similar to Nuremberg. - The recording of 1948 didn't cover the protection of the teams that lived in countries as for example the Soviet Union, Yugoslavia, and Turkey. - The legal explanation of significance of genocide didn't move to prevention field but to condemnation field. The new environment that had been created, 11



Galanou H-T. The crime of Genocide and its criminological and victimological perspectives. Athens: Eunomia Verlag 2000. 12 Lemkin R «Le genocide», in page 372. 13 Horowiz L. Genocide: State power and mass murder, New Brunswick 1976, p.18. 14 Melson R. A theoretical inquiry into the Armenian genocide, New York 1983.



45 mainly after Cold War, needed mechanisms of prevention in order not to take place mass crimes. Except the two questions mentioned before that were placed afterwards Nuremberg, was also imported the subject of losses and number that comprised the crime of genocide15. The sub-committee of UN against the meters of discrimination and protection of minorities (founded in 1947), which depends from the committee of human rights and is constituted by experts that participate as individuals and not as representatives of states, placed in 1967 certain fundamental questions for the genocide. Concretely, in view of taking additional metres in the genocide convention (prevention actions, sufficient international penal justice, connection with the racist policy of apartheid, etc), decides to keep the question in daily provision and asks the definition of a special rapporteur that he will undertake the syntax of a relative study. 4. The development of genocide after the Cold War Afterwards the Cold War, it was given gravity in the prevention of genocide and not only in her condemnation, which has a posteriori moral importance due to after the offences have taken place and have victims16. Regarding the genocide, although that is a serious offence, the responsible international bodies and particularly the convention on the genocide and its application provisions, became so inactive17. The 20th century and particularly its end marked by the reappearance of the plague of genocide18, a fact equally worrying as much as the impunity by which are often encouraged the persons in charge, either are states or leaders (former Yugoslavia, Rwanda). The General Assembly of UN creates in 1993 the place of the High Commissioner of United Nations for the human rights, which "practices his duties in the Frame of Chart of UN, the World Statement of human rights and other international bodies of human rights". The Council of Safety founds the same year a international court "with an only aim to judge persons that are considered responsible of serious violations of international humanitarian right that were committed in the territory of former Yugoslavia "19(the court began functions in 1994)20. Also with 15



The committee of international Criminal Court ǻȆǻ (30/6/2000) it decided that that, if they exist the conditions of genocide, even has existed offence of individual of team, then the make should be faced as genocide. 16 Totten S. Charny I, Parsons W. Century of Genocide. Eyewitness accounts and critical views. New York 1997. 17 Horowitz I., Taking lives: Genocide and State power, New Brunswick, NJ Transaction Books 1980, p.39. 18 Kuper L. Genocide: Its political use in the twentieth century, New York, Penguin books, 1981. Ternon Y. L’Etat criminel. Les génocides au XXe siècle. Paris Le Seuil, 1995. 19 In 2 August 2001, in the room of Trial I, the International Court of Crimes for former Yugoslavia it



46 the war in former Yugoslavia the question of ethno-catharsis was made, the isolation of determined region from national/nationality team without any traces left. The UN accepted the policy of ethnic- cleansing as a genocide plan21. The metres of application of ethnic- cleansing are the following: 1. Administratively and bureaucratically (interceptions in the legal elected authorities, removing from the public organisms the members of the suffered team, discriminations in the distribution of humanitarian goods and rights). 2.Other non violent metres (guided negative reports in the media, public report to citizens with their national/nationality attribute, anonymous threats to the life of the members of suffered team). 3. Metres against terrorism (approached individual actions, rapes22, robberies, mass locomotion of members of the suffered team, which are executed by the Bodies of Safety and remain unpunished or punished with symbolic sentences). Specially women and children were always the most vulnerable piece of the Greek population in Pontos. This comes out by the refers and the reports of foreign documents23, in which they refer to the facts of the slaughtering and the cruelties against women and children). By these sources, it is concluded that the Turkish army and the irregulars planned and enforced policies of extermination against women. The banishments and the hikes of women (children and elder) constituted a systematic policy of their extermination. However except from these there was the application of a policy of massive violence against women, the violent women carrying off and their enclosing into Turkish houses, the violent islamization, the massive raping and the violent pregnancies, the raping, the assassination of pregnant women, the violent children and babies carrying off from their mothers, their families and their transportation to Turkish families. There was namely a violent children tearing off of a national group and their transportation to another national group, which conducts a big part of the offence of the genocide. More specially the genocide means the methodical decided that the makes in the Semprenjtsa of Bosna- Herzegovina they constituted Genocide. 20 ICTY procetur, Carla Del Ponte releases Background paper on Sexula Violence Investigation and prosecution, The Hague 8 December 1999. 21 UN General Assembly (47/121- 18/12/1992, 9) 22 Cipolat U. The punishment of Rape under international humanitarian law: how to deal with perpetrators in the Yugoslav context, Yale Law School 1996. 23 «In January, 1916, the Greek deportations from the Black Sea began. These Greeks came through the city of Marsovan by thousands, walking for the most part the three days’ journey through the snow and mud and slush of the winter weather. Thousands fell by the wayside from exhaustion and others came into the city of Marsovan in groups of fifty, one hundred and five hundred, always under escort of Turkish gendarmes. Next morning these poor refugees were started on the road and destruction by this treatment was even more radical than a straight massacre such as the Armenians suffered before». (The Blight of Asia, by George Horton, U.S. Consul-General in the Near East, New York 1926, p. 194)



47 extermination, total or partial, of a national, racial or religious group, it concerns a crime that aims to the systematic, with violent means, aimed annihilation of the whole race or of a part of the race at a definite place and it is about a first - born crime, which is not related to war clashes. The genocide can be pursued either with a series of massive murders, of all or almost all the members of a tribe, or with its systematic weakening (with many means) until the gradual effacement of the tribe. In these violent means a series of prohibiting measures about national, religious, lingual, moral, historical or other traditions is included so as the differentiation or the alteration of the group comes, with confident with the time passing the loss of the group ’s national and racial characteristic24. 4. Military measures (murders of leaders of the suffered team, political, electeds, employees, journalists, teachers, taking hostages and their utilization as human shields). In 1998, George. H Stantion presented and analyzed the eight phases of the genocide. According to this, the organization and the concretization, from the Young- Turks and Kemalists, the genocide of the Greeks of Pontos (Ionia and Thrace) followed the following steps25: 1. Regrouping The regrouping of Greeks had been intensified in the middle of 19th century it had begun much earlier - when the Ottoman state had grouped the non Muslims, which they had a different confrontation. Simultaneously the Greek subgroup had also been grouped, after the energies against in other non Moslem teams (e.g. Armenian). With kemalism predominance de jure afterwards 1919 and de facto little before the Treaty of Lausanne, the Greeks are grouped further more because the racist places of the new arrangement refer to one nation and one language. Kemalists declare the Turkish nation in persecution and rouse the population into the fight for the defense of the country, whoever is not arranged is considered an enemy. 2. Stigmatization or Symbolism In the Ottoman state and in the period of Neoturk, who remained only in the statements, a allo'criskos constituted a big different reality. The stigmatization is a result of imposition administrative and other metres against the Greeks because they were prohibited to have many professions and led to an economic annihilation. Those who still bore have been led in the battalions of work and there they have been exterminated. 3. Inhumanity An atheist did not have human substance, while the Christian, the faithless, meant as much as his cruelty. The propaganda of the kemalic arrangement was re24



Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide. General Assembly Resolution 260 a (III) of 9/12/1948. UNTS, No 1021, vol. 78, 1951, p.228. 25 Stantion G.H, The eight stages of genocide, University of Yale 1998.



48 ported in Christians that are cunning persons, inhuman beings, with a commercial demon who exploit the innocent Turk and robbed the national fortune, which many times is transported abroad. Kemalism considers the Greeks a foreigner and a dangerous element, for the natural continuity of the state, and its economic future. The genocide was many times also a loot of the Greek fortunes, after the urban Moslem - Turkish class in Pontos began to create after the genocide of Armenian and Greeks26. 4. Organization The Young- Turks decide for the creation of national state, this effort intensifies with the Kemalists they use propaganda for the homogenization of state. This two sovereign politically and militarily teams in the Ottoman state create units of percussion, paramilitary bodies, drawings of neutralization of Greeks. 5. Polarity The first world war, the presence of Greek army in “Smyrna of faithless” as they used to call it, give the possibility in government and parastate forces to create the suitable frame for the extermination of Greeks. For example, as we reported, with the etiology of equipment of Greeks with arms from the Russians, were displaced all the Greeks. Thus the situation in the cities and in the villages is dynamitized and begins the first energies for the prosecution of Greeks. 6. Preparation The Ottoman, Young -Turks and kemalist regime, is beginning a ghetto for the Greeks, mobilizing them, using them in hard labor after endless and extinguishing courses, imposing to them extinguishing Payments of large sums and banishing them. The ghetto policy for Greeks from the regime became with organization, effectiveness and method. 7. Extermination They gobble up the fortunes of Greeks and then they murder them with various ways, aiming in the final extinguish of the Greeks. 8. Refutation of responsibilities or refusal of guilt Turkey denies the genocide and any mixture in the mass crime, an issue in which we will expand later. The Turkish policy tries to encrypt the crime, accuses the Greeks for the murders, after their collaboration with foreigner forces at the duration of the First World War and afterwards. For that, Turkey resorts to her known method of forgery of historic clues and also ethnologic and political matters. The results of this effort was the publication of the book known as "Pontus Meselesi" (Pontos guestion) by Yilmaz Kurt27 in 1922 which’s republication was made in 1995, mainly for internal consumption, because the validity of the document’s of the book was is objectionable. 26
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49 In the preparation of genocide the victims were separated by the mass, secret situations were prepared and the candidate victims were marked and targeted. The fortunes were confiscated by the Ottoman government, any movements were being restricted to minimum with the creation of excluded spaces ("ghetto"), camps of concentration, imposition of at home restriction, et al. This is the stage that foreigner forces should tagle to be avoided deviations or it is to be organized selfdefense and if the UN and the third forces cannot anticipate the genocide then the seventh phase of the genocide will begin. There government and paramilitary forces are used and also other teams that will support the genocide, while the last phase has interest for the final conclusion of the appointment of the genocide. The victimizer creates mass graves, tries to encrypt elements and terrorizes the witnesses. They deny that any crime was committed; they impede each relative research until all of the elements are disappeared (using violent and political movements). The executants and the leader mind remains unpunished, they declare weakness in finding the culprits and they indicate the victims as the basic culprits of the genocide28. 5. The unalienable of the genocide When the UN drew up the Treaty for the unalienable of the crimes of war against humanity (that it was adopted in the 26 November 1968 and that it was placed in force in the 11 November 1970) was established her retrospective application. In article 1 it assigns that “no legal restriction will not be in effect for the following crimes, independent from the date of perpetration of the crimes against humanity, or that was executed at the duration of war or in time of peace as they are determined in the map of International Military Court, Nuremberg, 8 August 1945… and the crime of genocide as it is determined in the Treaty of 1948...” 29. The beginning of no crime without law, no penalty clause without previous law, that was established with the paragraph I of the article 15 of the International Pact on the Urban and Civil Rights is being assigned in paragraph 2 as follows: "Nothing in this article does not prevent the trial and the punishment of any person for any action or omission that, in the time when it was committed, was criminal according to the general beginnings of law that were recognized by the community of nations". Even if Turkey is not government owned contracting part in the Treaty with regard to the unalienable of the crimes of war and the crimes against humanity, the international right is clear in the subject, after does not exist no prescription in the 28
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50 prosecution of the crime of genocide, regardless of when the genocide took place, the responsible state is obligated to proceed in the re-establishment or to overwhelm amends for materials that have been acquired with the transactions of genocide, it doesn’t deleted regardless the time that passed. Because of the continuous character of the crime of genocide in real and legal terms, the re-establishment is not excluded from the passage of time30. Accordingly to that, the surviving victims of the slaughter against the Greeks of Pontus, Ionia and Thrace they dispose hypostasis, or separated or all together, to ask claims for re-establishment - amends. In 2007 the safety companies, New York Life and AXA, after time-consuming and difficult fight, they were bound to overwhelm in beneficiaries the total sum of 53 million dollars in descendants of the victims of the genocide of the Armenian. The genocide made by the Young- Turks and the kemalists is obvious. The restoration still remains a continual government responsibility thus running obligations of Turkey on issues of human rights based on the Treaty of International Right; particularly to those related with the body of international right of human rights. 7. The beginning of not - recognition The Ǿersch Lauferpacht points out that the beginning of not -recognition is based on his beginning ex injuria non oritur: "This manufacture of not -recognition is based on the opinion that the action in reverse to the international right is invalid and cannot become a source of legal rights for the outlaw". This opinion applies in the international right of "general beginnings of right is recognized by the civilly nations". The beginning ex injuria non oritur is one from the fundamental ranks of case law, a illegality cannot, firstly, become a source of legal right in the outlaw "31. Similarly, the resolution of "Friendly Relations of" General Assembly of UN assigns that "no territorial acquisition as a result of threat or wit the use force, will not be recognized as legal "32. In cases of "ethno-catharsis", the rights of the entire international community are being influenced, and each State is compelled to abstain from the recognition of consequences of the crime. For example, the article of 10 Statement of Sub-committee of United Nations in the Promotion and the Protection of Human Rights with regard to the illegality of transports of populations, report that "where the action or omissions that are prohibited in the present Statement are committed, the international community globally and the individual states, they are obligated not to recognize as legal the situation that is



30 Bassiouni C. Crimes against Humanity in International Criminal Law, martinus Nijhof, Dordrecht 1992. 31 Lauferpacht H., Recognition in International Law, Cambridge University Press, 1947, p.20. 32 Report of the UN International Law Comission, 53 rd session 2001. Article 41, pp. 289-291.



51 created by such action… "33. 8. Conclusions The genocide was the direct solution, according to the Taner Aksam «in the foundations of Turkish state of Turkish Democracy exists the history of a murdered nation….. The fact that Turkish Democracy has been composed on the blood of minorities prevented the peacefully symbiosis and the populations that finally will live side by side, on common territories " Also, Aksam reports that "the foundation of Turkish Democracy is being associated with the issue of crimes against humanity." 34 , while it reports that " violent measures against the Greeks existed during the First World War and were often covered with the form of population mobilization. The most important “ethno-catharsis” of the Greek population in happened Anatolia afterwards 1919 "35. In conclusion we can observe the following: 1. The Greek populations that lived in Pontus recommend a part of nation, with the significance of the right of nations, which has the right to decide freely for their fortunes, based on the general rules of international right and the special obligations that Turkey accepted. The Greeks recommend undeniably a national team, according to the rule that prohibits the genocide and is undeniable the conclusion that they constitute a part of the Greek population, that is protected, fact that concludes necessarily that it is also a team, which the destruction is prohibited from the relative rule of genocide. Afterwards the recognition, they can be moved for the compensations, for the refusal of genocide by Turkey (penalization) and the subordination of persons in charge in International Court. 2. The genocide of Greeks includes the organized acts of violence, prompted on line of years from Ottoman authorities, which contributed in the expulsion of Greeks from their ancestry territories. Such deliberate and premeditated acts of violence, included murders against men, women and children36, serious bodily and intellectual damage, material destructions and obligatory immigrations of Greeks 33



UN Doc E/CN.4?sub.2/1997/23. Akçam T. Turk Ulusan Kimligi ve Ermeni Sorunu (The Turkish national identity and the Armenian question) Istanbul: Iletisim 1993, s 161. Also see the text of Aksam “….The Turkish reprisals against the west Anatolian Greeks became general in the spring of 1914. Entire Greek communities were driven from their homes by terrorism, their homes and land and often their moveable property were seized, and individuals were killed in the process». Akçam T, A Shameful Act: The Armenian Genocide and the Question of Turkish Responsibility, translated by Paul Bessemer (New York: Metropolitan Books, 2006), p. 103. 35 Magazine Armenian. May 2006. (In Greek) 36 Fotiadis K. The genocide of the Greeks of Pontus,. Thessaloniki: Herodotus editions 2002-2004 and Charalambidis M. The Pontian Question today. Athens: Gordios editions 2003. 34



52 that lived mainly in Pontus, in the Ionia and in Thrace initially and then, in Istanbul, Imbrues, Tenedos and Cyprus. Even the dissuasion of births, the transport of children and women, the deliberate and selective slaughter of men's population from 16 until 60 years, which happened at the duration of obligatory deportation of Greeks that lived in the Turkish state, is considered at definition of UN that it constitutes genocide. 3. The slaughter of Greek populations recommends genocide with the significance of Convention of 9 December 1948 which the provisions that condemn the genocide are declarative right. The actions of murder of the members of a team, serious offences of their natural or intellectual integrity and submission of the team in conditions of existence, aim to involve her destruction, they spring up abundant and evidently from the sources. 4. The Turkish authorities should be judged guilty for genocide, for incentive and for attendance in the genocide, mainly for the slaughters that were committed in the time period that these slaughters took place. The genocide is an "international crime" in which the Turkish government should undertake the responsibility, without that she decides from the start, in order to be exempted, some discontinuity in the existence of Turkish state37. 5. The responsibility of the Turkish government involves mainly the obligation to rectify the moral and material damage that suffered the Greek nation. Beyond each penal ratification, the genocide violation of the right of nations, which the Turkish state owes to undertake the responsibility. The first duty that is imposed to this subject consists at least to recognize the reality, without counterfeiting it, and repentants for what it made, a fact that it will even rectify in the minimal incalculable damage that suffered with the slaughters of the Greek nation. 6. Each state member of the international community has the right to ask sanctions for the genocide and the obligation to support the Greek population, to the safeguarding of its fundamental rights. Also each member of the international community has the right to ask the reason from the Turkish state for its obligations and particularly to cause the official recognition of genocide that this insists it denies. 7. The UN and the states of the international community have the obligation, based on the general rules of the self-purification right and special obligations of monitoring that burden of the Forces and to take each required measures in order to impose the respect of the rights of the Greeks that suffered the genocide. The Genocide of the Pontian Greeks is an issue that has been left aside for many years. It is a political issue and its international extension refers to the obli37
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53 gation of all estates of the international community, the countries and the institutions, to recognize the crime of the genocide committed against the Greek people in Pontus, so through this, compensate for the enormous psychological damage that they have suffered. Moreover, the genocide constitutes, according to the International Law, a crime that primarily aimed at the extermination of the Greek element in the territories that were under the ottoman rule. The Genocide indicates certain obligation not only to the country that has committed the crime, but also to the entire international community, i) not to acknowledge as legal, a status that emerges from an international crime, ii) not to facilitate the executor of such a crime to preserve the illegal status and iii) to help other countries regarding the application of the above commitments. Thus, the international community is obliged not to acknowledge an illegal status emerging from a genocide. The prospect of creating a new Europe and a new peaceful planet that will be much more democratic and realistic, is realized today, through the creation of a liberal, just, equal and harmonic world. This model of Europe and also this type of international community that we are trying to create, can not face with indifference and hypocrisy their own selves and history overall. A global struggle for the quest and demonstration of truth will certainly find a number of peoples accordant. In order not to have the crimes ever repeated we need to indicate the ones responsible and the reasons that lead them towards that direction. We need to seek the truth and present it to the public opinion, that is a judge beyond any kind of interests. Today, that other peoples are subjected to genocides by racist regimes, the first step has to be made towards the recognition of the Greeks in Pontus. On the other hand, Turkey has to take responsibility for the plan38 against Greeks which has as result the Genocide of the Greeks in Pontus, the same way that other countries that have committed massive crimes39, have also done, without 38 «The Turks seem to be acting based on a premeditated plan for the elimination of the minorities....» (Letter of Sir Horace Rumbold, British High Commissioner, in Constantinople to Curzon, the British Minister of Foreign Affairs, 1918). «The anti-Greek persecutions carried out in Turkey since the beginning of the European War are but the continuation of the plan of extermination of Hellenism practiced by the Young Turks, since 1913».(Henry Morgenthau, "The Greatest Horror in History," Red Cross Magazine, March 1918). 39 For the massive crime against the Greeks see the report of Ottoman Dzelmal Nouzhet, the legal consultant of the provost in Constantinople: «The Greek element that ihabited in the coastline of Asia Minor, being hard working and wealthy, controlling the commerce activities in the area, was the most important element there. The slaughtering, abductions and exterminations in that area, started in February and lasted until August. The slaughtering and deportations were carried out un-officially, with



54 turning to propaganda and constantly projecting lies aiming to get rid of the accusations. Every people has the right to memory, the right to persistently demand official recognition by the authorities of the crimes that have been committed on his expense. The greater the crime, the longer the facts have been neglected, the greater the urge for the according recognition becomes. The recognition, which is a meaningful way of resisting against the universal plague of genocide, the recognition which consists a confirmation of a people’s right to have one’s existence respected and provides a dissuasion of new crimes.



the participation of both military people and politicians. And, since that area was quite large and wealthy, people of all classes took part in the destruction. The thousands of Greek citizens in Pafra, having betaken into the churches in Samalic, Soulou Dere, Panagia and Gioktse Sou, were burnt down, that is burning everyone inside them: the elderly, men, women and children. No one was saved. Some of the women were taken in the inner land and, after having raped them, they murdered them Any kind of fortune that could be carried as well as the money of the Greek citizens of Pafra, were prayed. After this outrageous deed, the Turkish gangs came to Ala-Tsam Municipality, where they put all 2.500 Christian citizens in a line and after dragging them to the propodes of the mountains, they killed them all. From the total 2.500 Greeks of the area Pafra, Ala-Tsam, ninety per cent (90%) were exterminated, whereas those who were deported were murdered in the inner land» (Archive of the Ministry of Affairs of the Greek Republic B/59, Athens 13.6.1923).



EVRǿVǿADǿS MARǿOS



«ȉhe Cenocıde of Pontıan Greeks as an ınternaıtonal ıssue. A methodology of promotıon» ABSTRACT The general framework of the turkish propaganda, as it has been applied mainly in the U.S.A., is: “We admit nothing, we deny everything and we actively attack” This practice is quite popular with all totalitarian and facist regimes that appeared at the same time with the kemalic regime. The diachronic strategy of this regime involves the disappearance of not only the proofs of the crime but of its remembrance, as well. This strategy, according to Mr Evriviadis, resembles the mafia policies. Even though the Armenians have achieved a lot, the Pontians and the Assyrians have a lot to learn from the armenian experience. In order to be effective, their efforts should target the two strategic Turkish allies, the U.S.A. and Israel, just as the Armenians have successfully done. The Pontians and the Assyrians, aiming to promote the issue of their Genocide, should base their strategy on 5 key points: A. Credibility: The issue of the Genocide should be based upon significant and reasoned scientific research, that will gain the respect of the scientific community. B. Professionalism: The use of the scientific research and its further promotion, having capable people responsible for the projection and marketing. C. Organization – Funds: To be based on their own power, through the establishment of an institution, that will accept donations and endowment, and will organize the according scientific research e.t.c. This institution will be connected with a central agent, providing information and update regarding all events and new developments.



56 D. Technology: Thorough use of new means of technology and in particular the Internet. E. Lobbies: The Associations of the Pontians and the Assyrians could play a significant role. A common front of the together with the Armenians is necessary. The involvement of professionals in the lobby-field is a major factor of success.



ATMAN SABRǿ President of the Assyrians ın Europe



The Annihilation of Assyrians in Turkey It is my pleasure to be here in Greece with you today, to speak about a very painful subject whose incurable scares we share. We believe the healing process will not begin until recognition is achieved. Before I proceed my speech I would like to express my sincere gratitude to the organizers of these event. Ladies and Gentlemen, I am an Assyrian! I am an Assyrian who lives in Sweden and have relatives and friends living in many other countries, as refugees, desperately missing their hometowns and villages. I am an Assyrian who seeks strength from a piece of stone smuggled out from my lost hometown and kept as the most precious item in my hand. I am an Assyrian who has come here to tell you about the Assyrians who, along with Armenians and Greeks, were subjected to a genocide in 1915 within the Ottoman Empire by the Ottoman state. Assyrians once lived in their hundreds of thousands in the cities, towns and villages which are geographically located in the east and south-east regions of today's Turkey. The number of Assyrians living in Turkey has decrease dramatically over the past 50 years. Many Assyrians left for Europe in the 1970s for economic, religious and political reasons. Over 300,000 Assyrians live today in Germany, Switzerland, Netherlands and Sweden. The total number of the Assyrians worldwide is approximately 3 million. Fewer than 10,000 Assyrians live in Turkey today, majority of whom reside in Constantinople or what is now called Istanbul. Approximately 3,000 live in the Tur-Abdin region in South-Eastern Turkey. The first Justice Minister of the Ataturk’s Turkey stated: ‘The worst Turk is better than the best of those who are not Turks’… (The Revolution of Ataturk, page 160)



58 ‘Those who are not pure Turks have only one right in the Turkish land and that is to be servants or slaves’… (The Anatolian Newspaper, 18th September 1930) We Assyrians are still not officially recognized as a minority and our basic right continue to be denied in Turkey. Ladies and Gentlemen Over half of all Assyrians were exterminated in the genocide 1915. Most of them were killed by swords. Yes, swords! Or SEYFO, as Assyrians say. I would like you to keep the word SEYFO in your mind. It is a word which has meant for Assyrians since 1915 more than just what it literally means. For us it means blood, it means death, it means pain felt deep in the heart, it means a homeland which is no longer home. The elderly Assyrians who witnessed the Assyrian genocide still remember a saying they heard from some of those who got involved in carrying out the genocide: 'Red or white, an onion is an onion; it has got to be chopped up!'. Meaning; a Christian is a Christian, whether Armenian, Greeks or Assyrian: he has got to be killed. It is clear from Ottoman documents that 1915 deportations and massacres were not only directed against Armenians. The general plan was to homogenise Turkey by getting rid of the non-Muslim peoples, which in the end resulted in 2 million Armenians, Assyrians and Greeks being deported from their homelands or massacred. The proclamation of Jihad, on 14 November 1914, was not a proclamation specific to the Armenian but Greeks and the Assyrians were also targeted. The general plan was to homogenise Turkey. This plan had two primary methods of execution: One was directed against the Muslim population of non-Turkish origin, such as Kurds and immigrants from Balkan; they were relocated and dispersed among the Turkish majority with the purpose of Assimilation. The other was the removal with the aim of annihilating the non-Muslim peoples from Turkey, as a result of which over 2 Million Armenians, Assyrians and Greeks were deported, massacred, and starved to death or driven to such conditions were they became the fodder of wild beasts. Three major forces were utilised to implement this plan and massacre the Assyrians, Armenians and Greeks (mainly the Christian population): 1. The Kurdish tribes 2. The Muslim immigrant from Balkan and Caucus. 3. Special Organization (Teskilat-i Mahsusa) Prior to the First World War, the population of Turkey was fourteen million; four million and a half of those were Christian peoples. In other words, thirty three



59 percent of the population was Christian. Today in Turkey, the total number of Christian people only amounts to 0.1 percent of the population. What happened to these people? What happened to the Assyrians, Armenians and Greeks? Where are they? By the year 2008 there was only 60 thousand Armenians, 10 thousand Assyrians and 2 thousand Greeks left in Turkey. Nowadays, we the Assyrian are very often a subject for the Turkish media. Our photos are being published in the magazines. They say ‘Our girls have beautiful eyes; we served the world civilization six thousand years. We speak the language of Jesus Christ. We have an affluent culture. But they also say, ‘once upon a time the owners of a great culture, the Assyrian used to live here. But, they are gone now’. Ladies and gentlemen Most of those who are complaining about our departure from their country and approach us in this way are not sincere. They are trying to use us. Those who complain, have to answer why the Assyrians, have left their country and disappeared. Turkey must admit and recognize the Genocide it carried out against the Assyrians, the Greeks and the other ethnic minorities in 1915 and must apologize to them. Turkey must discontinue its policy of denial. It is said that Turkey has changed. Ninety-three years ago over 2 million people were killed. What is the number of people who can talk about this issue publicly in Turkey today? In books which are used to teach in schools in Turkey, is there anything but denial found in these books? I remember when I started primary school in Turkey, like all the other Assyrian students, before we entered the class we had to chant an anthem which went like this – “I am a Turk. I am successful. I will give my life as a sacrifice for the Turkish nation.” We were forced to do this every morning! Today I want to ask you, has Turkey forsaken this mentality? If your answer is yes, then you are wrong in your thoughts… On the 27th of April 2007, Yasar Buyukanit, the general of Turkey’s Military Forces, said the following: “Everyone who lives in Turkey is a Turk, and whoever isn’t proud of being a Turk is an enemy of ours and will remain as such.” Is this the Turkey that is supposedly changed and merits an entry to the EU? First of all, the slogan “Turkey is for the Turks” should be changed immediately. It should be replaced by one that says that Turkey is for all citizens regardless of race, ethnicity or religion. Indoctrination of Pan Turkism and Pan Islamism should stop in the schools. Textbooks that contain racially incitements and misleading information about the nation’s minorities must be changed. Alternative textbooks should inform the



60 Turkish people about the history of their minorities and their role in history objectively. Today, visit many areas in Turkey, and wherever you see a big building and numerous properties, their original owners will either turn out to be Assyrians, Armenians or Greeks. If you go to Urfa today, there you will come across a street called, “Sehit Nusret Street”. You will come across a village also called, “Sehit Nusret’s villiage”. There you will find a primary school, that is also called, “Sehit Nusret’s school”. Who is Sehit Nusret then? I will tell you who he is: Nusret is one the slaughterers of the Armenians and the Assyrians. After Turkey lost to the allies, Nusret was trailed in courts of Istanbul, and he was found guilty, and hanged as a result. Today’s Turkey, commemorates the name of a murderer and prides in his name by naming streets, schools and villages after him. If you visit Istanbul and Ankara, you will find, Talat Pasha and Dr. Reshid boulevards. Dr. Rasheed was the governor of Diyarbekir, and a member of Ittihad ve Terakki – Progress and Union Party, and he organised the massacre of the Christians. Dr. Reshid had the local governors of Midyad, Lice, and Besheri killed for their refusal to participate in massacring the Assyrians and Armenians. And of course you already know that Talat Pasha was one of the primary architects of the genocide against the Christians. He was killed in 15th March 1921 by an Armenian in Hardenberg Strasse, Berlin. Talat’s remains were sent to Turkey by the Fascist government of Germany, and they were received in an official ceremony in Turkey. Currently, many cities, streets and public landmarks are named after him in order to keep his memory alive. Talat Pasha was the primary organiser of the genocide which resulted in the slaughter of over 2 million people. Hitler organised the holocaust of over 6 million people. My question here is, is there such a great difference between over 2 million victims of Talat, and over 6 million victims of Hitler? Can the commemoration of Hitler’s name in any one democratic country be justified? If the answer is no, why then this double standards, why is the world condoning the fact that the name of our nation’s slaughterer – Talat Pasha - is kept alive in what is supposedly made to perceive as a democratic state. In a nutshell, I want to tell you that we, the Assyrians, are a small group of people and we are facing a large amount of questions and issues, and we have to work harder for the resolution of our problems as we don’t have a country or government working behind us. As such, we have a big need for unity within our people, and we also have a need to work with other peoples such as the Armenians and Greeks. However, I must also make it clear to our Armenian friends that according to all of the survivors I have met and interviewed, they all made it clear that no



61 distinction was made between an Armenian or Assyrian when the killing were taking place. As such, it is very important also that the Armenians involved in the genocide issue do not forget the suffering of the Assyrian people also. All of these survivors without any exemption repeated one single phrase to describe the indiscriminative slaughter of 1915: “There is no difference between red onion and white onion, all must be chopped” The color of onions referred to Armenians, Greeks and Christian The Armenian and Assyrian Genocide took place in the same place and at the same time. Armenian people know better than others the suffering entailing the continuous denial of ones genocide. Armenians and Greeks do know, at least as much as the Assyrian know that the policy of denial is to be killed twice! So my request first and foremost from our Armenian friends, who are justly asking for international recognition of their Genocide to understand us and not forget the Assyrian and Greeks Genocide. In fact, the Armenians have the moral obligation to officially recognizing the Assyrian and Greeks Genocide the same way they are asking the other countries to recognize their genocide- It would be hypocritical if the Armenians ignoring the Assyrians and Greeks genocide, when they are asking the same thing for themselves. Let us, Assyrians, Armenians and Greeks work jointly to very least have one voice on this issue and work to recognise the suffering of all three people and raise a monument somewhere in Greece in memory of the victims of the Assyrian Genocide, alongside that for the Assyrian, Armenian and Greeks victims. To include information about the Assyrian Genocide in textbooks and the general curriculum used in schools in Greece. Ladies and gentlemen, "Seyfo", the Assyrian genocide, is still fresh in the minds of Assyrian people as we are still being adversely affected by its consequences. As a result of SEYFO, we have lost our homes, and are scattered all over the world as a result of which we are now in danger of losing our national identity. We, Assyrians, have gone through a very traumatic experience. SEYFO opened in the souls of Assyrians deep and painful wounds which are waiting to be treated. We lost more than half of our population. It is now the time for humanity to hear and do something about it. International recognition would not take away the pain deeply rooted in our souls but would help us feel that we are a part of the humanity which could not go to the rescue of our grandparents. We are still hurting but what we are after is not hate or revenge. What we want is recognition and reconciliation The Assyrian genocide has yet to be recognised by Turkey and the International community. We have been waiting for 93 years now. In 93 years the world



62 has turned from a group of individual countries, where atrocities of any size or nature were often seen as matters concerning the countries they took place, into a global community. We are fast becoming a worldwide nation of humanity. The 6 billion strong nation is not only soon going to take over the future but the past as well. The past genocides is a matter for all peoples now. The 1915 genocide is no longer a matter for the perpetrators and the victims. It is far too big a matter for only them to deal with. I am most happy that so far about twenty countries have officially recognised the 1915 Armenian Genocide. I hope Greece and other countries will follow suit. As a representative of Assyrians I am asking for justice for my people too. Remember: Assyrians were subjected to the 1915 genocides too. We also demand that today Greece and tomorrow the whole world officially recognise this fact. There were Assyrians living in Van, Bitlis, Urfa, Hakkari, Diyarbekir, Salamas, Urmiya provinces. Today, in all those provinces you would hardly see an Assyrian person. Could Turkish authorities tell us the truth as to where have they all gone? So far they have failed provide a credible account. But we all know that some of them were deported; children left behind were forcefully converted to Islam; and some others were simply killed. And yet Turkey is still denying that in 1915 this genocide was carried out by the government and the state agencies of the time. Turkey does not want '1915 incidents' to be a political issue but a subject for discussion for historians. The 1915 genocide has become an issue for Turkey only after various countries started to recognise it. It is now time for Greece as well to recognise the 1915 Assyrian, and Armenian genocide. Greece was one of the witnesses to the Armenian-Assyrian genocide. She cannot and must not close her eyes to the facts just because she thinks recognising it would adversely effect her economic and political relationship with Turkey. The sooner Turkey recognises the 1915 genocide the better. Better for Turkey, better for the Greeks, Armenians and Assyrians. Today I call upon Turkey to free itself from its taboos and recognise that in 1915, during the Ottoman Empire, hundreds of thousands of Armenians, Assyrians and Greeks were killed in a genocide planned, organised and carried out by the government of the time. Some weeks ago, 18 April 2008, Germany's Chancellor Angela Merkel addressed the Israel's Knesset, and said in Hebrew, "The Holocaust fills us with shame. I bow my head before the survivors and I bow my head before you in tribute to the fact that you were able to survive." I wonder when will a Turkish Prime Minister apologize to the victims of 1915 Genocide?. I wonder when will a Turkish Prime Minister learn the genocide victims' languages and apologize to them in their languages?



AȇȇENDIX: ȉǾǼ ANNIHILATION OF ASSYRIANS IN TURKEY



AMBARIAN STAVROS Ȃember of the Armenian National Committee of Greece



«Armenian Genocide: Course to the Future» The Armenian National Committee of Greece is the subsidiary of a world Armenian Organization, whose task is. the political claim of the Recognition of the Genocide of the Armenian people, from the Turkish Republic. The recognition of a genocide might be first of all a moral issue, but the claim of the recognition is politics since it is related to national, political and financial interests. It is ironic, the Armenian Genocide to expect even now its recognition from the whole world, when this genocide, was the one that throughout the years and through the development of the international law brought two historical reactions: The first was on May 1915, when during the 1st World War, the Allies conceived the term " crimes against humanity". The second was at the end of 1940 decade, when Raphael Lemkin, fixed the term "genocide" The Armenian Genocide at 1997, the genocide of Pontian Greeks and of the Assyrians at 2007, were recognised from the I.A.G.S. The first paragraph of the resolution refers that "the denial of the genocide is recognised broadly as the final stage of the genocide, encounters unpunishment for the perpetrators of the genocide and prepares the ground for future genocides". And here we wonder where is the National Community to organize such a colloguium like this one of today's. When everyone talks about historical memory that teaches and protects, the National Community is absent, not to say that is incurius. The fact that our people Assyrians, Pontian Greeks, Armenians are victims of a genocide from Turkey is historical proven. From our part, it is necessary to build a methodology for our demand from the Turkish Government to recognize the genocides against all those people, to apologise, and take all the necessary measures of reestablishment. The majority of the Armenian people, were founded at the diaspora after the period 1915-1922. Only few of them were refugeed a the Soviet Republic of Armenia. A Soviet Union which was not very supportive to tendencies of national claims. During the first decades after the genocide, the main concern of the Armenian people was to get acquainted with their new environment and get used to their new home, so the genocide was memorised just as a religious memorial.



66 Pontian Greeks though, after their genocide, found their new home at their mother state which was Greece. This is one of the reasons why the actions for the Pontian Greek genocide's recognition were delayed. The existence of a mother state, drives us sometimes to transmit our personal responsibilities to the state. And here we come at 1965 were the inevitable happened. Armenians of the second and third generation who lived in Soviet Armenian, and those who lived from Mosque till Beirut, and from the seat of the United Nations in New York to Montevideo, organise public ceremonies for the 50th anniversary of the Armenian Genocide. The parliament of Lebanon, passed a resolution which demanded compensations for the Armenians. At Uruguay the parliament voted for the establishment of a National day of the Armenian Martyrs. At Mosque, Armenian students marched at the Turkish Embassy and at the speech of the Cyprian Minister of Foreign Affairs Spyros Kyprianou, at the United Nations, refers at the mass murders of 1,5 million Armenians as the first genocide of the 20th century. The Armenians understand the the issue is political and not only moral. Differences are waived and they promote the recognition as a common aim. They found political commitees as ours aiming at the recognition. In order to achieve that, education is necessary. The turkish government at the end of the 60's is becoming more and more hostile and develops an official political position of denial. Creating a worse situation, the turkish govenment forces some of the young Armenians to acts of violence. We are at the beginning of the 70's, when the national movements are at the first line of topicality and this fact forces several scholars, historians, sociologists, professors of international law and journalists to deal with the Genocide inside the universities, international organizations and the Press. This is the era when the first generation of Armenians that were still alive are starting to talk about the genocide. The 21st of April is now the established date on a political basis as the official memorial day for the Armenian Genocide. The aim was to force the politicians to take a position against the Armenian Genocide. Marches to all Turkish embassies around the world are organized. Turkey, using its geopolitical position its signed contracts for arm equipment, and its military alliance with NATO as "weapons", developing a more intense and strong political denial. The first great victory of the strike comes with the resolution of the European Parliament at 1987, that asked from Turkey to recognize its past. Another important factor on this victory is also the independence of the Republic of Armenia. The state now as Armenia can stand now by the Armenian people and enhances the strike, broaden its power. Most of the laws and resolutions of states were achieved after the resolution of the I.A.G.S of 1997. And I stay on this, in order that the Greek Pontians to develop the late resolution of I.A.G.S. It is also true that most of the recognitions have been made from those states



67 where armenian communities exist. And here the message is very clear: We have to develop and use the diaspora and the Armenians around the world. The Armenian National Commitee is now an international organization, with a great presentation at the decision centers such as Brussels and New York. More than 1000 prefectoral and municipal councils of several countries have recognised the Armenian Genocide, and is the most important issue because it brings the problem to the simple population from where the pressure to the central power begins. More than 10 resolutions have passed at the European Parliament, which refer against Turkey, and when needed members of the Armenian National Commitee make the essential representations. Such as, with the latest case of the Turkish publisher and writer Zarakolou, who is persecuted according to the non democratic articles 301 and 305 because he wrote the truth for 1915. At this point, we have to develop and help all those Turkish voices who have the courage to publicise the truth side of history. Also we must never stop assisting for the promotion of all the scientific and experiential publications, as well of the historical documentaries for the documentation of incidents. A great help for the outcry of the Turkish actions, are the presentations of movies such as ARARAT and others. Another great proof, through which we can promote our claims, is the destruction of our cultural monuments from Turkey. A late succes on the fair right of the strike and an indirect recognition, was the compensation of insurance claims at the victims of Genocide and at their relatives, and also at the Armenian Organizations from US and French insurance companies. If we just consider that the Armenian Genocide needed 50 years after, to become again known, and another 40 to be established at the consciousness of the International community, the future seems to be very fighting. The politics of not changing the borders, the drivers of oil, the globalisation, the creation of fear after 9/11, are all suspensive factors on our goals. But we must also exploit the present. Our main strength is diaspora and our community. Internet is offering us great potential for promotion, and for claiming our rights. The coordination of our efforts on a worldwide basis and not only on the narrow greek frames, will give another power to our efforts. The main sector that we must focus is education. The foundation of academic seats refering to Genocide, scholarships to master degrees students, special seminars to teachers and professors are ways that will help on the achievement of our goals. We must not beg for the history books at schools to just refer on genocides. The history of Genocides must be tought. May some day the Genocides of Assyrians, Greek Pontians and Armenians be tought at Turkish schools, like the Holocaust of Jews is tought in German schools.



Dr. NIKOS LYGEROS – Dr. ANTONIS PAVLIDIS (Presented by A. Pavlidis)



From the Genocide to the Remediation 1. Preface Four teen years after the recognition of the Genocide of the Pontian Greeks, there has been no other recognition, besides the one by the part of the Republic of Cyprus. Yet, other Genocides subjected to the same framework, such as the Genocide of the Armenians, have already achieved a number of international recognitions, and are very close to the recognition by the U.S.A. Parliament. Moreover, they have moved towards the next phase, which is the penalization of the nonrecognition. Genocide, according to the U.N., is regarded as a crime against humanity, in fact the greatest that can be committed. Consequently, it is not a matter of the Pontian Greeks only, but a matter of the Greeks overall, as well as humanity overall. Many people are judgmental towards the Greek state, that has not made any further moves. However, as the Armenian case indicates (the most important recognitions were achieved before 1991, the year that it was declared to be an independent state), we should not expect much from the state. What we do demand from the state, is not to be a hindrance to our struggle, as it happened in the beginning of the decade in 1950, 1998 and 2003. We alone, without any governmental aid, yet in accordance with other peoples that have been subjected to the crime of Genocide and the Human Rights fighters, are able to expand and accomplish our aim. 2. The dynamics that emerge from remembrance lead our struggle What is typical of the Struggle of the Pontian people and the righteous people overall, regarding the recognition of Genocides, is the dynamics of remembrance. If there were not remembrance of the righteous people, the victims would not live on.



70 The above statement declares both the durability of memory, and the vitality of its existence. Memory has such a dynamic due to the fact that it is still alive, regardless of attempts aiming to oblivion. Memory is hurt, exactly because of its living senses. What man can actually say that he has never experienced the taste of memory. Whenever we taste home-made bread, are we reaching for the mere taste, or for the taste of its memory? The same is the case when we taste the butter balls that recall the taste that our Pontian grandmother would create. We all know, yet few acknowledge. The scent, the smell, the taste are elements within, and not merely elements. Even when we believe that we have forgotten anything connected to the past, memory returns through a meaningless –according to society’s prevalent opinion- feature, the one of taste. Yet, through the above elements we are able to have contact with the world! Memory involves images and reflections of the past. Through encoding memory we manage, even when this occurs subconsciously, to passively resist oblivion. The dynamics of memory is our life itself. We have not chosen to live in a certain society. However, it is our choice to be part of humanity. And memory is a part of society within our intelligence. We do not have a memory. We are the memory. And this is something that our society can not handle. 3. The significance of the crime of Genocide The righteous people struggle to achieve recognition, having in mind the potential of future genocide, having in mind humanity that will continue to suffer. Although we fight for the recognition of the Genocide, we often fail to realise the absence of those who were never born, because of the death of their ancestors. Are thoughts are with the victims and certain people in particular, especially when we are aware of their achievements and their contribution to the evolution of mankind. Raphael Lemkin, who first captured the essence of Genocide, initiates a new framework where the essence acquires a new dimension, that simultaneously involves the Genocide denial. In that certain framework, the essence of Genocide acquires a new dimension that refers to the Genocide denial. It is not merely a detached, of regional interest events that occurred at some



71 point. It is about a crime that PERPETUATES ITSELF as time goes by, remaining un-recognised. And that is the reason why such a crime against humanity appears to be so appalling. It lies where the mother was slaughtered so as the barbarian could take her child to cut his head off. The crime lies to the fact that it remains a lasting mark throughout time, and to the fact that her child cannot capture the memory of its slaughtered mother. Yet, the crime has a double dimension. We do not explore the wound only, but its duration as well. Symbolism is not enough, there is a demand to have it stigmatized. Crucifixion is not enough for the executioner, as he fears resurrection. Raphael Lemkin’s thoughts about Genocide, deal with the duration of the act itself, since it tends to be considered a mere incident. The descendants of the victims are disregarded and accordingly, their contribution to the evolution of mankind is also disregarded. Through his work, he helps us realize in a very concrete way the loss,that genocide brings to humanity. Furthermore, he allows us to realize that not only the current humanity is concerned, but the humanity of the future, the one that never had the chance to be born, to live, to create. Raphael Lemkin insists on that fact, so that the importance of condemning this crime against humanity can be projected. He also indicates that recognition only can not be satisfactory. It is essential that we move on to the phase of penalizing and finally condemning those who wanted to cut the child’s head off, even when the mother lay slaughtered beside it. Moreover, recognition can only be the first step towards rectification, as the crime was realised throughout time. Also, the actual problem in the issue of the Genocide, in human standards, is not its historical essence, since this is undeniable, but the element of its durability, through applying Genocide in memory. The crime against humanity is realised both regarding the past, and most definitely regarding what is to come. 4. The Unpunished crime When we are confronted with three genocides, we do not see the strategy behind them. When we have three victims, we do not see the guilty. However, even though the genocides are behind us, even though the victims have long gone, even though all those belong to the past, the strategy still remains,



72 and has become a model to be adopted, the one who is guilty still exists and lives freely. The strategy as well as the responsible for it still have a future ahead, as it has been proved by the genocide that followed. Thus, when we struggle for human rights and recognition of the genocides, we are regarded as anachronistic. When we record and condemn the victimizer we may appear to be quaint. Yet, not one of us should feel uncomfortable. Because we belong in time, and we record the history, even though there has been no trial. When the politicians speak of human rights, they merely intend to refer to the impingement of those rights. In fact, they do everything to avoid any reference to humanity. As those genocides are crimes against humanity and not simply against people. It has only been since 1948 that we captured the essence of Genocide, through the work of Raphael Lemkin. Now, in the year 2008, the time has come to initiate the rights of humanity, as a reference point facing crimes that have not been punished. Humanity is not simply a number of people, as most people might think. It consists a wide structure, as it has been suggested by Eco. Therefore, identifying the Human Rights with the rights of humanity is not right, according to Albert Camus. For that reason, we consider that the time has come for the rights of humanity to be declared. The Turkish genocide committed against the Armenians, the Assyrians and the Pontian people, has given ground to the genocide of the Ukrainians and the genocide of the Jewish people, due to the nourishing of the ones responsible. Because this is the paradox created by the avoidance of declaring the rights of humanity. On the one hand, there is inculpation both of the victims and the survivors. On the other hand, we face the freedom to act by the part of the ones responsible. We also avoid penalization, because we actually give more importance to human rights overall and much less to the vital rights of humanity. The passivity by the part of the state is obvious through the Stockholm syndrome. Consequently, there should be a radical change regarding the approach of this general problem, so that we will be able to change necessity into the value of the necessity.



73 One man alone cannot deal with the issue of genocide, which is quite normal as it is not his possession. Mankind only can deal with this. It belongs to time and time can ensure such strength that is far beyond the limits of man. The only way to transform the assault of time, is time resistance. Under this action plan only, will we be able to compensate for the victims and condemn the guilty. We have two issues to take under consideration, and of a double meaning, that is mankind and time. If mankind has been subjected to the crime, time only can be the punisher. This way there can finally be a resolution. The victimizer will never be redeemed, as long as there is the plague, that dunes the future generations. In order to have redemption, punishment should precede, that will eventually bring catharsis. If the survivors of the genocide feel as victims (incrimination), this does not mean redemption to them, but punishment without having committed a crime. The victimizer has committed the crime and led the way. So did the victims. All those years, they have been incriminating themselves and have shown the way, immunity for the executioner. This is a result of the Stockholm – syndrome. Therefore, a change of course appears as necessary, assertion. Such an assertion should not be vindictive, but should be based on fruitful elements. The frame of the struggle should not be “Human Rights”, but “The Rights of Humanity”. 5. Towards a new strategy: From recognizing to penalizing the non-recognition The core of the recognition of the Pontian – Greek genocide is a correction course. In accordance with that course the Genocide recognition is the first step and not the final outcome. If we sincerely believe as Hellenism that we should promote the issue of the recognition of the Pontian – Greek genocide to other countries, then there can be a solution. The solution is penalization of the non-recognition, which is the following step of the whole procedure. The question that penalization arises is quite simple. Do those who struggle for the recognition, wish to make a further step? Or are they merely promoting the issue, because it remains a theoretical prob-



74 lem in the legal framework? The recognition, even if it is of great importance, is still a symbolic one, and without any practical after-effects. The Armenian case has shown that the key point lies on the issue of penalization. The Turkish «deep state» is not opposed to the recognition, as long as it is not followed by penalization, as they do realize its symbolic and only character. The same thing stands for some who officially promote the issue of the genocide, yet not because they have any respect for it. For them, it is just a case for argumentation, only for their own benefit. The true recognition can only be achieved through penalization. The Turkish demonstrators do realize this, so they try to destroy the monuments that are dedicated to the Armenian genocide, since it is prohibited by no law. Penalization only can practically protect human rights. Whereas, the recognition has been degraded into pre-election discussions. The true peace fighters should struggle for penalization. Through this only can we put pressure on the military status of Turkey. Penalization entails no harm for the other countries. In the Armenian struggle for penalization, we soon spotted the true fighters. The same should be the case in Greece as well. Through this way only, will we persuade our own people, and the foreigners too, that the pontian issue is not a political maneuver or in a simplistic sense, an anecdote. Every recognition, every penalization of non-recognition is not merely a victory of human rights. It demonstrates the human dignity of the state that recognizes Genocide and penalizes its non-recognition. Switzerland, that is said to be one of the most neutral countries of the world that allows more freedoms than other countries, having applied the law regarding penalization of the non-recognition of the Armenian genocide, actually proves that there is sincere and practical respect of Human rights. From the actual target towards the next phase, the penalization, there are a lot to be done in order to succeed. The Turkish reaction to the erection of the genocide monument in Thessaloniki and the legal tricks targeting to remove all monuments dedicated to Genocides, leads the way. The Pontian movement should demand from the local authorities, in every city either in Greece or abroad, the erection of monuments dedicated to the Genocide. Such a demand should leave no space. Neither the excuses, nor the local history of any square or any region will be able to question the story of a great crime against humanity.



75 The annual memorial events should change character. Messages should be transmitted to the whole society. The local authorities should be reminded of their obligation to perform certain actions. Every year there should be actions taken in schools, and actually a few days earlier than proper, so that there will be no problem with the annual examinations. Moreover, the volume that the Greek Parliament has issued, should be sent in every school both in Greece and abroad. Certain issues and press conference, in particular, when there are speakers traveling abroad to engage the public opinion, they can create crucial presuppositions to make the fight more effective. The technical matters, such as the selection of the countries that will first recognize the Genocide and the proper way to achieve this, should be handled by a committee of international prestige, along with the active support of the pontian societies in the inland and abroad. In any case, the greatest possible widening of the circle of fighters appears to be necessary. Under that framework, the coalition among the representatives of the Christian people that have been subjected to the 3 genocides, as well as other peoples in the world that had the same experience, makes our fight even stronger and increases its dynamic. Today’s colloquium is the beginning. It is of outmost importance that this attempt will be repeated every 2 years with an international conference, each time in a different city and region. Thus, besides enriching and moving in depth with our struggle, we will be reexamining our course, making each time all the necessary corrections.-



C' CONCLUSIONS 1. The Genocide of the three Christian groups in Asia Minor (Greeks, Armenians and Assyrians) during the same period (1914-1923) by the Turkish factor came as a result of the strategy of creating a nationally cleansed state. The common framework in which this crime against humanity is put, demands the application of a common strategy of the peoples who were subjected to the crime, aiming to its international recognition, as well as its acknowledgement by the part of the executor, as the least guarantee that there will be no similar crimes committed in the future. This could bring redemption for the victimizer, catharsis from the burden that has marked the generations that followed. After the recognition of the three Genocides by the International Association of Genocide Scholars, the conditions are positive. 2. Towards that aim, our concrete action should involve: reliability, professionalism, good organizing, use of technology and fund raising. In particular, certain actions should be intensified such as: the emergence of the women and children dimension as the main victims of the Genocide. The establishment of an International Court for these Genocides. Legal redress by the part of the victims aiming to payment of compensation. The production of a film of world -wide appeal. The actuation of Pontian, Armenian and Assyrian associations, both in Greece and abroad, aiming to common action and monument erection for the Genocides in focal spots in Greece and all over the world. Erection of a common national monument as a reference point, in Athens. Transformation of the remembrance celebrations, from mere events with a commemorating character, to active initiatives of up-dating the public opinion through well organized press conferences and distribution of informative material, particularly in countries where there are the pre-conditions of recognition. Use of the internet, e.t.c.
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3. A major factor that can provide aid to our struggle is the knowhow of the Armenians that has led up until today, to dozens of recognitions of their Genocide. The actual steps that were suggested during the colloquium could be further used, now in a common attempt, in order to make the struggle even more effective. 4. A further step should be the implementation of International Conferences every two years, each time in a different city, either in Greece or abroad, where our tactic will be re-examined and corrections of the course towards our strategic target will be made. In particular, the first Conference should take place in around 1,5 year, in a central part of Athens, aiming – among others – to a broader discussion with the Greek society, organized by the same organizing committee and being enriched with people that participated in the last colloquium, as well as other significant personalities, that are not necessarily of pontian origin. In the preceding from the Conference time, the establishment of the Greek Association of Genocide Scholars is suggested, that will be encouraging all initiatives and will have co-operation with the International Association of Genocide Scholars.



D' ȉǾǼ MASS MEDIA FOR THE COLLOQUIUM
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17-5-2008 ƴƳƱƷƭƳƭ, ƧƵưƪƱƭƳƭ, ƧƶƶƸƵƭƳƭ ƸƴƪƶƷƬƶƧƱ Ʒƭƶ ƩƭƻƲƪƭƶ ƷƻƱ ƷƳƸƵƮƻƱ ưİ ƿǌĮ ıǒƿįǈǎ «ƿıǃǆıĮǌ» ĲǏİǈǐ İǇǌǈǉǎǘǐ ȺǊǆǇǑıµǎǘǐ ƴǊǀǇǎǐ İǉįǆǊǙıİǔǌ ǇĮ ǄǁǌǎǑǌ ıİ ȺǎǊǊƿǐ ȺİǏǈǎǒƿǐ ǄǈĮ ǌĮ ĲĮǏĮǉǎǑǌǀıǎǑǌ Ĳǆǌ ǉǎǈǌǀ ǄǌǙµǆ ǉĮǈ ǌĮ ıĲİǁǊǎǑǌ µǀǌǑµĮ ǗĲǈ ǆ ǄİǌǎǉĲǎǌǁĮ ȺǏƿȺİǈ ǌĮ ĮǌĮǄǌǔǏǈıĲİǁ ıİ įǈİǇǌƿǐ İȺǁȺİįǎ. Ʒǎ İǏǒǗµİǌǎ ƶƾǃǃĮĲǎ įǈǎǏǄĮǌǙǌİĲĮǈ ıĲǆǌ ƮǎµǎĲǆǌǀ ǆµİǏǁįĮ µİ ǇƿµĮ «ƷǏİǈǐ īİǌǎǉĲǎǌǁİǐ, µǈĮ ƶĲǏĮĲǆǄǈǉǀ». ƶĲǆ įǈƾǏǉİǈĮ Ĳǔǌ İǏǄĮıǈǙǌ Ĳǆǐ ǇĮ İǍİĲĮıĲǎǘǌ ıİ ƿǌĮ ǉǎǈǌǗ ȺǊĮǁıǈǎ ǎǈ ǄİǌǎǉĲǎǌǁİǐ ǒǏǈıĲǈĮǌǈǉǙǌ ȺǊǆǇǑıµǙǌ Ĳǆǐ ưǈǉǏƾǐ ƧıǁĮǐ ĮȺǗ ĲǎǑǐ ƷǎǘǏǉǎǑǐ, ǇĮ ĮǍǈǎȺǎǈǆǇİǁ ǆ İµȺİǈǏǁĮ ĲǎǑ ĮǄǙǌĮ ǉǑǏǁǔǐ Ĳǔǌ ƧǏµİǌǁǔǌ ĮȺǗ Ĳǈǐ 49 -µƿǒǏǈ ıǀµİǏĮ- ĮǌĮǄǌǔǏǁıİǈǐ Ĳǆǐ ǄİǌǎǉĲǎǌǁĮǐ ĲǎǑǐ ǉĮǈ ǇĮ ǎǈǉǎįǎµǆǇİǁ ǆ ıǑǌİǏǄĮıǁĮ ǉĮǈ ǎ ıǑǌĲǎǌǈıµǗǐ ĲǎǑ ĮǄǙǌĮ Ĳǔǌ ƴǎǌĲǁǔǌ, ƧǏµİǌǁǔǌ, ƧııǑǏǁǔǌ ȺǎǑ ǑȺƿıĲǆıĮǌ ǄİǌǎǉĲǎǌǁĮ. «Ʒǎ įǈİǇǌƿǐ įǁǉĮǈǎ ȺǏǎǃǊƿȺİǈ Ĳǆ įǈĮįǈǉĮıǁĮ Ĳǆǐ İȺĮǌǗǏǇǔıǆǐ. Ƭ ȺǏǙĲǆ İȺĮǌǗǏǇǔıǆ ȺǎǑ ǎĳİǁǊİǈ ǆ ƷǎǑǏǉǁĮ İǁǌĮǈ ǒǔǏǁǐ ĮµĳǈǃǎǊǁĮ ǌĮ ȺĮǏĮįİǒĲİǁ Ĳǆ ǄİǌǎǉĲǎǌǁĮ, ǒǔǏǁǐ ǌĮ ȺĮǏĮǒĮǏƾǅİǈ Ĳǆǌ ǈıĲǎǏǁĮ ǉĮǈ ǌĮ İǉĳǏƾıİǈ Ĳǆ ǊǘȺǆ Ĳǆǐ ǄǈĮ Ĳǆ įǈƾȺǏĮǍǀ Ĳǆǐ», İǁȺİ ıĲǎ «ƪǇǌǎǐ» ǎ ĭƾǌǆǐ ưĮǊǉǁįǆǐ, ǊƿǉĲǎǏĮǐ ıĲǎ ƩǆµǎǉǏǁĲİǈǎ ƴĮǌİȺǈıĲǀµǈǎ ĬǏƾǉǆǐ ǉĮǈ ǎµǈǊǆĲǀǐ ıĲǆǌ ǆµİǏǁįĮ. ƶǘǄǒǏǎǌİǐ µİǇǗįǎǑǐ ǄǈĮ Ĳǆǌ ĮǌƾįİǈǍǆ Ĳǆǐ ǄİǌǎǉĲǎǌǁĮǐ ǇĮ ȺǏǎĲİǁǌİǈ ĮȺǗ Ĳǎ ǃǀµĮ Ĳǔǌ ǎµǈǊǆĲǙǌ ǎ ǉĮǇǆǄǆĲǀǐ ĲǎǑ ƴĮǌĲİǁǎǑ ƴĮǌİȺǈıĲǆµǁǎǑ ưƾǏǈǎǐ ƪǑǏǑǃǈƾįǆǐ. «Ƭ ƷǎǑǏǉǁĮ Ǘǒǈ µǗǌǎ įİǌ ĮǌĮǄǌǔǏǁǅİǈ ĲǁȺǎĲĮ ĮȺǗ ǗıĮ ƿǒİǈ ǉƾǌİǈ, Ǘǒǈ µǗǌǎ ĮµĳǈıǃǆĲİǁ ĲĮ ȺƾǌĲĮ, ĮǊǊƾ İȺǈȺǊƿǎǌ ǃǄĮǁǌİǈ ıĲǆǌ İȺǁǇİıǆ», µĮǐ İǁȺİ ǎ ǉ. ƪǑǏǑǃǈƾįǆǐ ǉĮǈ ıǑµȺǊǀǏǔıİ: «ƷĮ ĲİǊİǑĲĮǁĮ 10-15 ǒǏǗǌǈĮ ƿǒǎǑµİ ıĲĮ ǒƿǏǈĮ µĮǐ ƿǌĮ ǈıǒǑǏǗ İǏǄĮǊİǁǎ, Ĳǎ ƩǈĮįǁǉĲǑǎ, Ĳǎ ǎȺǎǁǎ µȺǎǏİǁ ǌĮ ȺǏǎıĳƿǏİǈ ȺǎǊǊƾ. ưȺǎǏǎǘǌ ǌĮ ıĲǆǇǎǘǌ ıǎǃĮǏƿǐ ǈıĲǎıİǊǁįİǐ ȺǎǑ ǇĮ ȺǏǎǃƾǊǊǎǑǌ ĲİǉµǆǏǈǔµƿǌĮ ǉĮǈ ǈıĲǎǏǈǉƾ ĮȺǎįİįİǈǄµƿǌĮ ıĲǎǈǒİǁĮ, ĮįǈĮµĳǈıǃǀĲǆĲĮ, ǄǈĮ Ĳǆ ǄİǌǎǉĲǎǌǁĮ Ĳǔǌ ƴǎǌĲǁǔǌ. Ƭ ĮǍǈǎȺǈıĲǁĮ Ĳǆǐ ƿǏİǑǌĮǐ ǉĮǈ ĲǎǑ İǏİǑǌǆĲǀ İǁǌĮǈ ȺǎǊǘ ıǆµĮǌĲǈǉƾ, ĮǊǊƾ ǒǏİǈƾǅǎǌĲĮǈ ǒǏǀµĮĲĮ, ǈįǈǔĲǈǉƾ ǉİĳƾǊĮǈĮ ǉǈ Ǘǒǈ įǆµǗıǈǎ ǒǏǀµĮ ǄǈĮ ǌĮ µǆǌ ǉĮĲǆǄǎǏǆǇǎǘµİ ǄǈĮ ȺǏǎȺĮǄƾǌįĮ. Ưǘıİǈǐ ǑȺƾǏǒǎǑǌ, ǃǎǘǊǆıǆ ǒǏİǈƾǅİĲĮǈ ǉĮǈ ǄİǌǌĮǁİǐ ĮȺǎĳƾıİǈǐ». Ƴǈ įǈǎǏǄĮǌǔĲƿǐ Ĳǆǐ ȺǎǊǘ İǌįǈĮĳƿǏǎǑıĮǐ ǆµİǏǁįĮǐ ĮȺĮǈĲǎǘǌ «ǌĮ µȺǎǘµİ ǉƾȺǎǈĮ ıĲǈǄµǀ ıĲǆǌ ǎǑıǁĮ ĲǎǑ ǅǆĲǀµĮĲǎǐ ǉĮǈ ǌĮ µǆ µƿǌǎǑµİ ıİ İȺǈĳĮǌİǈĮǉƿǐ İǉįǆǊǙıİǈǐ». ƪǉ µƿǏǎǑǐ Ĳǆǐ ǎǏǄĮǌǔĲǈǉǀǐ İȺǈĲǏǎȺǀǐ, ǎ ȺǏǗİįǏǎǐ ĲǎǑ ƴĮǌİǊǊǀǌǈǎǑ ƶǑǌįƿıµǎǑ ƴǎǌĲǁǔǌ ƪǉȺĮǈįİǑĲǈǉǙǌ, ƧǌĲǙǌǆǐ ƴĮǑǊǁįǆǐ, įǀǊǔıİ ıĲǎ «ƪǇǌǎǐ» ǗĲǈ «ȺǏƿȺİǈ ǌĮ ǄǁǌǎǑǌ ıǑǄǉİǉǏǈµƿǌĮ ǃǀµĮĲĮ ǄǈĮ Ĳǆǌ ĮǌĮǄǌǙǏǈıǆ Ĳǆǐ ǄİǌǎǉĲǎǌǁĮǐ». «ƪǒǎǑǌ ȺİǏƾıİǈ 14 ǒǏǗǌǈĮ ĮȺǗ Ĳǆǌ ĮǌĮǄǌǙǏǈıǀ Ĳǆǐ ĮȺǗ Ĳǆǌ İǊǊǆǌǈǉǀ ƨǎǑǊǀ ǉĮǈ µƿǒǏǈ ıǀµİǏĮ įİǌ ƿǒİǈ Ǆǁǌİǈ ĲǁȺǎĲĮ ƾǊǊǎ. ƴǏƿȺİǈ ǌĮ ǎǏǄĮǌǔǇǎǘµİ ǉĮǈ ǌĮ ȺǈƿıǎǑµİ», İǁȺİ ǎ ǉ. ƴĮǑǊǁįǆǐ. ưƧƵƭƧ ƵƭƷƫƧƯƪƳƸ
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The poster of the Colloquiun (painted by the painter Sini Anastasiadis)
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The Panel of Colloquium. From the left: Pavlidis Antonis, Savvidis Pantelis, journalist (Coordinator), Mavridou Chryssa and Kotidis Charalampos.



The official guests. From the right: Kaspar Karabetıan, President of the Armenian National Committee in Greece. Representative of the local Armenian religion. Tomboulidis Dimitris, President of the International Confederation of Pontian Greeks. Kaklamanis Apostolos, former President of the Greek parliament. Emfietzoglou Prodromos, sponsor. The representative of the Minister of Education. Patoulidou Voula, Olympic Victor, etc.
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Or leave a bad taste in your mouth ? You act like you never had love. And you want me to go without. Well it's too late, tonight. To drag that past out into the light.
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