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Une sélection hebdomadaire offerte par



The Way They See It



By DAVID E. SANGER



Washington OHN McCAIN HAS said his worldview was formed in the North Vietnamese jail where as a prisoner of war he learned to stand up to his country’s enemies and lost any youthful naïveté about what happens when America shows weakness. Barack Obama has written that his views began to take shape in Jakarta, where he lived as a boy and saw the poverty, the human rights violations and the fear inspired by the American-backed Indonesian dictator Suharto. It was there, he wrote, that he first understood how foreigners react to “our tireless promotion of American-style capitalism” and to Washington’s “tolerance and occasional encouragement of tyranny, corruption and environmental degradation.” As the two presidential campaigns tell the story, those radically different experiences in different corners of Southeast Asia have created two men with sharply different views about the proper use of American power. Mr. McCain’s campaign portrays him as an experienced warrior. Mr. Obama’s campaign portrays him as a cerebral advocate of patient diplomacy. But as the campaign has progressed toward Tuesday’s election, both men have taken surprising detours. They may have formed their worldviews in Hanoi and Jakarta, but they forged specific positions amid the realities of an election battle in post-Iraq America. The result has included contradictions that do not fit the neat hawk-and-dove images promoted by each campaign.
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DANIEL ADEL



Senator John McCain’s conflicting impulses toward deliberation and aggression have been the currents of his career. Senator Barack Obama’s lifelong penchant for control would likely transform into a disciplined White House. Page 4.



THE BACK STORY



Engagement in Iran The potential confrontation with Iran over its nuclear program has emerged as the No. 1 case study in Continued on Page 4



WORLD TRENDS



Potatoes may help alleviate famine.
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BUSINESS OF GREEN



Workouts generate more than sweat.
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY



What’s for supper? A little blood.
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I NTELLIGENCE: T i m e to fo rg ive G e rm a ny, Page 2 .



What Was That You Said? We only have 10 fingers, two hands and one brain. But getting them to juggle as many tasks as possible has become a matter of survival in the digital age. We e-mail while LENS eating. We phone while driving. We text message while cooking, cleaning and keeping the kids in line. We use short sentences. Or no sentences at all. And though Zen masters have long advised that while drinking tea, a person should only drink tea, today’s caffeine fix is often interrupted by devices that twitter, beep and keep a constant vigil on collapsing stock



portfolios. But if multitasking is no longer just the province of manic workaholics and harried moms, what effect is it having on social lives and professional performance? And just how much actual work is getting done as our minds dart among gadgets, deadlines and distractions? “You have to keep in mind that you sacrifice focus when you do this,” said Edward M. Hallowell, a psychiatrist and author of “CrazyBusy: Overstretched, Overbooked and About to Snap!” He told The Times’s Alina Tugend that multitasking is like “playing tennis with three balls.” Gloria Mark, a professor at the University of California at Irvine, told Ms. Tugend that “people actually worked faster in situations where they were



interrupted, but they produced less.” Professor Mark, who has studied multitasking, calls it “bad for innovation.” Perhaps the pace that multitasking engenders has become a bad habit as well. Matt Richtel and Ashlee Vance reported in The Times that the enforced idleness that computer users must endure while their machines start up has become such a source of frustration that manufacturers are responding. Telling the reporters that “it’s ridiculous to ask people to wait a couple of minutes,” Sergei Krupenin, executive director of DeviceVM, is marketing quick-boot programs designed to calm impatient consumers who cannot stand such glacially slow start-ups as, say, longer than 30 seconds. But just as technology helped create



the attention deficit generation, technology is also providing ways of coping with fragmented lives. Some students and professionals who want better focus are turning to drugs used for treating attention deficit disorder. Benedict Carey, in a Times article, quoted an anonymous posting on the Chronicle of Higher Education Web site, extolling the advantages of the drug Adderall: “I’m talking about being able to take on twice the responsibility, work twice as fast, write more effectively, manage better, be more attentive, devise better and more creative strategies.” And what about those people who are so used to flipping between windows, channels and gadgets that they are incapable of carrying on a normal conver-
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sation without interrupting or drifting off into other thoughts? Alex Pentland of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology has developed software and a cellphone-like device that monitors the nuances of conversations and over time teaches its users how to communicate more effectively and pay attention to others. As Anne Eisenberg wrote in The Times, “such tools could help users better handle the many subtleties of face-to-face and group interactions — or at least stop hogging the show at committee meetings.” For those who do not have a digital device to warn them of boorish, rude or inattentive social behavior, however, there is always the dependable standby from the analog age: the brutally honest co-worker, friend or spouse.
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editorials of the times



Barack Obama For President American newspapers traditionally make endorsements in local, state and national elections. What follows is the preference of The New York Times in this year’s presidential race. Hyperbole is the currency of presidential campaigns, but this year the nation’s future truly hangs in the balance. The United States is battered and drifting after eight years of President Bush’s failed leadership. He is leaving his successor with two wars, a scarred global image and a government systematically stripped of its ability to protect and help its citizens — whether they are fleeing a hurricane’s floodwaters, searching for affordable health care or struggling to hold on to their homes, jobs, savings and pensions in the midst of a financial crisis that was foretold and preventable. As tough as the times are, the selection of a new president is easy. After nearly two years of a grueling campaign, Senator Barack Obama of Illinois has proved that he is the right choice to be the 44th president of the United States. Mr. Obama has shown a cool head and sound judgment. We believe he has the will and the ability to forge the broad political consensus that is essential to finding solutions to this nation’s problems. Senator John McCain of Arizona has retreated farther and farther to the fringe of American politics, running a campaign on partisan division, class warfare and even hints of racism. His worldview is mired in the past. Given the ugly nature of Mr. McCain’s campaign, the urge to choose on the basis of raw emotion is strong. But there is a greater value in looking closely at the facts of life in America today and at the prescriptions the candidates offer. Mr. McCain offers more of the Republican every-man-for-himself ideology, now lying in ruins on Wall Street. Mr. Obama has another vision of government’s role and responsibilities. In his convention speech in Denver, Mr. Obama said, “Government cannot solve all our problems, but what it should do is that which we cannot do for ourselves: protect us from harm and provide every child a decent education; keep our water clean and our toys safe; invest in new schools and new roads and new science and technology.” Since the financial crisis, he has correctly identified the abject failure of government regulation that has brought the markets to the brink of collapse. The Economy The American financial system is the victim of decades of deregulatory and anti-tax policies. Those ideas have been proved wrong at an unfathomable price, but Mr. McCain is still a believer. Mr. Obama sees that far-reaching reforms will be needed to protect Americans and American business. Mr. McCain talks about reform a lot, but his vision is pinched. His answer to any economic question is to eliminate frivolous spending by lawmakers, cut



taxes and wait for unfettered markets to solve the problem. Mr. Obama is clear that the nation’s tax structure must be changed to make it fairer. That means the well-off Americans who have benefited disproportionately from Mr. Bush’s tax cuts will have to pay some more. Working Americans, who have seen their standard of living fall and their children’s options narrow, will benefit. National Security The American military is dangerously overstretched. Mr. Bush has neglected the necessary war in Afghanistan. The unnecessary and staggeringly costly war in Iraq must be ended as quickly and responsibly as possible. While Iraq’s leaders insist on a swift drawdown of American troops and a deadline for the end of the occupation, Mr. McCain is still talking about some ill-defined “victory.” Mr. Obama was an early and thoughtful opponent of the war in Iraq, and he has presented a military and diplomatic plan for withdrawing American forces. Mr. Obama also has correctly warned that until the Pentagon starts pulling troops out of Iraq, there will not be enough troops to defeat the Taliban and Al Qaeda in Afghanistan. Both candidates talk about repairing America’s image in the world. But it seems clear to us that Mr. Obama is far more likely to do that. The Rule of Law Under Mr. Bush, the Constitution, the Bill of Rights and the justice system have come under relentless attack. Mr. Bush has arrogated the power to imprison men without charges and intimidated Congress into granting an unfettered authority to spy on Americans. He has outsourced torture. Both candidates have renounced torture and are committed to closing the prison camp in Guantánamo Bay, Cuba. But Mr. Obama has gone beyond that, promising to identify and correct Mr. Bush’s attacks on the democratic system. The Candidates It will be an enormous challenge just to get the nation back to where it was before Mr. Bush, to begin to mend its image in the world and to restore its self-confidence and its self-respect. Doing all of that, and leading America forward, will require strength of will, sober judgment and a cool, steady hand. Mr. Obama has those qualities in abundance. Mr. McCain surrendered his standing as an independent thinker in his rush to embrace Mr. Bush’s misbegotten tax policies and to abandon his leadership position on climate change and immigration reform. This country needs sensible leadership, compassionate leadership, honest leadership and strong leadership. Barack Obama has shown that he has these qualities.



Ceding the Center There are two major political parties in America, but there are at least three major political tendencies. The first is orthodox liberalism, a belief in using government to maximize equality. The second is free-market conservatism, the belief in limiting government to maximize freedom. But there is a third tendency, which floats between. It is for using limited but energetic government to enhance social mobility. This tendency began with Alexander Hamilton, the first secretary of the Treasury, who created a vibrant national economy so more people could rise and succeed. It matured with Abraham Lincoln and the Civil War Republicans, who created the Land Grant College Act and the Homestead Act to give people the tools to pursue their ambitions. It continued with Theodore Roosevelt, who broke up corporate monopolies. Members of this tradition have one foot in the conservatism of Edmund Burke. They understand how little we know or can know and how much we should rely on tradition, prudence and habit. They have an awareness of sin, of the importance of traditional virtues and stable institutions. They understand that we are not free-floating individuals but are embedded in thick social organisms. But members of this tradition also have a foot in the landscape of America, and share its optimism and its Lincolnian faith in personal transformation. Hamilton didn’t seek wealth for its own sake, but as a way to enhance the coun-



Dans l’article “A Natural Taste For Blood,” page 7: Jaunty: vif, animé Graphic: explicite to slumber: dormir profondément Dans l’article “Among Immigrants, a Clash of Cultures,” page 7: aftermath: conséquences, séquelles crackdown: répression GruelinG: éprouvant Dans l’article “Hollywood Grapples with Dire Economic Outlook,” page 8: to Grapple with: s’attaquer à dire: terrible, extrême tycoon: magnat allotment: répartition to lead astray: dévergonder, égarer



The tactics varied promiscuously, but they were all about how to present McCain, not about how to describe the state of country or the needs of the voter. The Hamiltonian tendency is the great, moderate strain in American politics. In some sense this campaign has been a contest to see which party could reach out from its base and occupy that centrist ground. The Democratic Party did that. Senior Democrats like Robert Rubin, Larry Summers and Jason Furman actually created something called The Hamilton Project to lay out a Hamiltonian approach for our day. McCain and Republicans stayed within their lines. There was a lot of talk about Congressional spending. There was a good health care plan that was never fully explained. And there was Sarah Palin, who represents the old resentments and the narrow appeal of conventional Republicanism. As a result, Democrats now control the middle. Self-declared moderates now favor Obama by 59 to 30 percent, according to the New York Times/CBS News poll. McCain would be an outstanding president. In government, he has almost always had an instinct for the right cause. He has become an experienced legislative craftsman. He is stalwart against the country’s foes and cooperative with its friends. But he never escaped the constraints of a party that is ailing and a conservatism that is behind the times. And that’s what has made the final stage of this campaign so unspeakably sad.



intelliGence/roger Cohen



A Witch Hunt in New York New York On September 4, Wolfgang Ischinger, the former German ambassador to the United States, attended the opening game of the American football season between the New York Giants and the Washington Redskins. It was a happy occasion at Giants Stadium — made more festive by the home team’s victory. Ischinger, now a senior executive of Allianz, a big German insurance company, was a guest of the Tisch family, prominent New York Jews who own half the Giants and a lot of New York real estate. Their get-together involved business as well as pleasure. Negotiations were nearing completion on a deal under which Allianz would pay more than $25 million a year to have the company name on the Giants’ new $1.3 billion stadium being built next to the old one in New Jersey and set to open in 2010. The Tisches, having done due diligence on Allianz, seemed happy with the idea. Then, all hell broke loose. Within a week of the game, the New York Daily News had a headline screaming that the Giants “deal with the devil.” An illustration showed the stadium with a swastika daubed on it. The spark for the uproar was the fact



: aide a la lecture Pour aider à la lecture de l’anglais et familiariser nos lecteurs avec certaines expressions américaines, Le Monde publie ci-dessous la traduction de quelques mots et idiomes contenus dans les articles de ce supplément. Par Dominique Chevallier, agrégée d’anglais. lexique



try’s greatness and serve the unique cause America represents in the world. Members of this tradition are Americanized Burke followers, or to put it another way, progressive conservatives. This tendency thrived in American life for a century and a half, but it went into hibernation during the 20th century because it sat crossways to that era’s great debate — the one between socialism and its enemies. But many of us hoped this tradition would be reborn in John McCain’s campaign. McCain shares the progressive conservative instinct. He has shown his sympathy with the striving immigrant and his disgust with the colluding corporatist. He has an untiring reform impulse and a devotion to national service and American exceptionalism. His campaign seemed the perfect vehicle to explain how this old approach applied to a new century with new problems. In modernizing this old tradition, some of us hoped McCain would take sides in the debate now dividing the Republican Party. Some Republicans believe the party went astray by abandoning its tax-cutting, anti-government principles. They want a return to Reagan (or at least the Reagan of their imaginations). But others want to modernize and widen the party. But McCain never took sides in this debate and never articulated a governing philosophy. In a recent issue of The New York Times Magazine, Robert Draper described the shifts in tactics that consumed the McCain campaign.



expressions Dans l’article “Alternative Fuels Face New Financial Challenge,” page: 5 utilities: se dit de services publics d’eau, d’électricité, de gaz qui peuvent être fournis par des entreprises publiques ou privées. Dans l’article “U.S. Court Is Losing Global Influence,” page 7: solicitor General: 4ème personnage du Ministère de la Justice (après “l’Attorney General,” qui dirige le Ministère, son “deputy” et son “associate”). Il représente le point de vue du gouvernement des Etats-Unis auprès de la Cour Suprême; et le représente en justice. Du fait de sa présence très fréquente à la Cour Suprême, on l’appelle parfois “the 10th justice”, c’est-à-dire le 10ème juge – la Cour Suprême en comprenant 9.



that Allianz, in common with most large German companies that existed at the time, dealt extensively with Hitler’s Third Reich, insuring concentration camp facilities. It has taken decades for Allianz to resolve compensation claims from heirs to victims of the Holocaust. By September 12, the deal was off. Both sides tried to smooth over the debacle, but Allianz, which has large holdings and thousands of employees in the United States, was left in a state of shock. “Nobody predicted this kind of firestorm,” Ischinger told me. I am appalled by New York’s Allianz witch hunt. I lived in Berlin for three years, a period covering the establishment in 2000 of a multi-billion-dollar fund negotiated by the United States and German governments to compensate Nazi-era slave laborers and settle outstanding insurance claims. As part of this accord, the International Commission on Holocaust Era Insurance Claims, of which Allianz has been a core member, has paid out more than $300 million. Yes, it is late in the day. But the United States was party to this international pact. Allianz has long been a global corporate citizen of high repute. Stuart Ei-



rÉfÉrences Dans l’article “Among Immigrants, a Clash of Cultures”, page 7: nebraska: Etat des grandes plaines, bordé à l’Est par l’Iowa, au Sud par le Kansas, à l’Ouest par le Wyoming et au Nord par les Dakotas, il est intégré à l’Union en 1867; grand comme les 2/5èmes de la France métropolitaine, il compte moins d’1,775 million d’habitants, dont l’essentiel vit dans des petites villes de moins de 3000 habitants. Etat agricole, il a été colonisé dans les années 1860, par des immigrants attirés par la terre offerte par le gouvernement fédéral, et Chimney Rock est une formation rocheuse du Nebraska qui servait de repère aux chariots bâchés de la piste de l’Oregon ou de la Californie. C’est le seul Etat qui a une législature unicamérale, dont les représentants s’appellent “sénateurs”; c’est aussi le seul Etat où ceux-ci ne se présentent pas aux élections en tant que représentant d’un parti, mais sont élus sur leur mérite personnel. L’Etat est largement Républicain, mais un des deux sénateurs fédéraux, Chuck Hagel , est connu pour ses positions très indépendants; vétéran du



zenstat, the senior Clinton administration official who negotiated the agreement, was among those consulted by the Tisches before the uproar started. Memory is volatile and irrational. As Pierre Nora, the French historian, has remarked, “Memory is life. It is in permanent evolution.” The “evolution” took several decades, but Germany, like Allianz, has confronted guilt and strived to make amends. No other nation has agonized so much over finding an adequate memorialization of monstrous national crimes. It is time for reconciliation. It is time to stop invoking the devil. It is time to stop daubing swastikas. It is time to respect Allianz’s American employees. I said memory is irrational. The United States has a magnificent Holocaust Memorial Museum but no equivalent Washington institution dedicated to the ravages of race. Why does the Holocaust, a German crime, hold pride of place over slavery and segregation? I am not sure. But it is clear that the election of Senator Barack Obama would be a victory over painful United States history. If America can do that, New York and its large Jewish community can also triumph over the hateful manipulation of painful memories.



Viet Nam et ami de John Mc Cain, il s’est opposé à celui-ci sur la Guerre en Iraq. Dans l’article “U.S. Court Is Losing Global Influence,” page 7: sandra day o’connor: Née en 1930, elle a d’abord été politicienne (Républicaine) et juriste en Arizona; puis en 1981, Roanald Reagan l’a nommée juge à la Cour Suprême, où elle fut la première femme à avoir jamais obtenu ce poste. Dans les années 2000, elle était une des femmes les plus influentes des Etats Unis. Son rôle a été fréquemment décisif: elle a servi de vote pivot dans des décisions essentielles. Par exemple, elle est responsable du maintien de Roe v. Wade, la décision de 1973 qui rend légal l’avortement, et qui était remise en cause, mais elle l’est aussi de la remise en cause du système de discrimination positive par l’attribution de points pour l’entrée à l’université. Conservatrice modérée, et fervente adepte du “cas par cas”, c’est aussi son vote qui a mis fin au recomptage des voix en Floride lors de l’élection présidentielle de 2000. Elle a pris sa retraite en 2006 pour s’occuper de son époux atteint de la maladie d’Alzheimer, et a été remplacée par Samuel Alito.
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world trends



Food Aid Groups See Advantages of the Potato Over Grains By ELISABETH ROSENTHAL



VITORIA-GASTEIZ, Spain — With governments having trouble feeding the growing number of hungry poor and grain prices fluctuating wildly, food scientists are proposing a novel solution for the global food crisis: Let them eat potatoes. Grains like wheat and rice have long been staples of diets in most of the world and the main currency of food aid. Now, a number of scientists, nutritionists and aid specialists are increasingly convinced that the potato should be playing a much larger role to ensure a steady supply of food in the developing world. Poor countries could grow more potatoes, they say, to supplement or even replace grains that are most often shipped in from far away and are subject to severe market gyrations. Even before a sharp price spike earlier this year, governments in countries from China to Peru to Malawi had begun urging both potato growing and eating as a way to ensure food security and build rural income. Production in China rose 50 percent from 2005 to 2007, and the government has called potatoes “a way out of poverty.” In Peru, where potatoes are traditionally part of the highland diet, President Alan García has led a campaign to promote potato eating in cities. Schools, prisons and army canteens are serving papapan, bread made with potatoes, helping to increase potato consumption by 20 percent this year. A decade ago, the vast majority of potatoes were grown and eaten in the developed world, mostly in Europe and the Americas. Today, China and India — neither a big potato-eating country in the past — rank first and third, respectively, in global potato production. In 2005, for the first time, developing countries produced a majority of the world’s potatoes. “Increasingly, the potato is being seen as a vital food-security crop and a substitute for costly grain imports,” said NeBambi Lutaladio, an expert on roots and tubers at the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization in Rome. “Potato consumption is expanding strongly in developing countries, where potato is an increasingly important source of food, employment and income.” Though the price of grains has receded in recent months from historic highs, they are still far more expensive than they were just two years ago. The United Nations agency continues to strongly encourage countries to diversify into potato production, Mr. Lutaladio said, adding: “The world economy has entered a phase of wild swings. New and even more severe high price events could be just around the corner.” And so the potato’s image is shifting from that of a food fit for peasants and



Unlike grains, potatoes are mostly consumed locally and not subject to price swings in global markets. A vendor with bags of potatoes in China.



REUTERS



pigs (and associated mostly with a devastating famine in Ireland) to a serious nutritional aid and an object of scientific study. When the United Nations announced last year that 2008 would be the Year of the Potato, few took it seriously. That was before grain prices doubled between early 2007 and spring 2008, and the United Nations World Food Program announced that it needed an extra half billion dollars to buy grain. Dr. Pamela K. Anderson, director of the International Potato Center, a global scientific research center in Lima, Peru, said that as recently as last year, the most common question she fielded concerned her favorite potato recipe. “Now the food system is so fragile that people have stopped laughing. People are asking, ‘How can potatoes help solve the problem?’ ” Dr. Anderson was one of dozens of international scientists who recently met here in the heart of Basque country at Neiker Tecnalia, a 200-year-old potato research center. Their goal: to discuss advances in potato farming, like the development of pest- and drought-resistant strains that could be used in poorer countries. Potatoes are a good source of protein, starch, vitamins and nutrients like zinc and iron. As a crop, they require less energy and water to grow than wheat, taking just three months from planting



to harvest. Since they are heavy and do not transport well, they are not generally traded on world financial markets, making their price less vulnerable to speculation. They are not widely used to produce biofuels, a new use for food crops that has helped drive up grain prices. When grain prices skyrocketed, potato prices remained stable. Beyond that, potato yields can be easily increased in most of the world, where



Learning something that peasants and pigs knew all along. they are grown inefficiently and in small numbers. Thanks to the “green revolution” of the 1970s, yields of wheat, rice and corn jumped by more than 50 percent in a decade as fertilizers and new planting techniques were used. Potatoes never got that kind of attention. In poor countries, potato yields are still relatively low, less than 15 percent the yield in the developed world. From the perspective of traditional



food aid programs — which buy or receive food from where it can be produced cheaply and efficiently, and send it where it is needed — potatoes have limitations. Because they spoil easily and are heavy to ship, groups like the World Food Program avoid them. By weight, they contain less protein than wheat, although, looked at another way, a hectare of potatoes yields more protein than a hectare of wheat. “They are quite perishable, especially in hotter climates; they sprout and rot quite quickly,” said Tina van den Briel, a nutrition expert at the World Food Program. She said, too, that potatoes were currently a staple food in very few countries, although they were widely used in stews. “Moving from rice to potatoes is a big leap for people,” she said. Nonetheless, the agency has made it a priority to increase production of food for aid in the countries where it is needed, both to lessen transportation costs when fuel costs are high and to aid local economies. Potato growth and consumption have already markedly increased in African countries in the past five years, although potatoes were introduced to the continent only about 100 years ago. In Rwanda potatoes have become the second most important source of calories,



after cassavas. Potato production and consumption are also expanding rapidly in Nigeria and Egypt, according to the Food and Agriculture Organization. One sign that potato growing is spreading: The world’s largest potato processing company, McCain Foods Limited, has opened factories in China and India in the past two years. The yield at a number of farms in India doubled in the past two years after McCain gave better seeds to small farmers who supply its new factory, said Daniel Caldiz, a company executive. In Chile, where about 50 percent of production comes from small farmers, government projects to provide better seeds have increased yields by 25 percent in the past decade, said Horacio Lopez, a government potato expert. In poor countries, farmers seed new potatoes using leftovers from the previous year’s crop, which are often infected with pests. International agricultural companies cultivate and export germfree “clean seed’’ potatoes that are much more productive, but these are expensive. The International Potato Center is trying to help poor countries produce their own clean seed potato lines. “When you plant a potato it gives you food security,” Dr. Anderson said. “It strengthens the local economy, instead of just sending in food.”



Mob Muscles Its Way Into Bulgarian Politics By DOREEN CARVAJAL and STEPHEN CASTLE



SOFIA, Bulgaria — During a furious political season in Bulgaria last year, the home of the chairwoman of a municipal electoral committee was set on fire, and the garages of mayors were firebombed. The mayor of a resort town in central Bulgaria was shot and killed with seven bullets, as was the wealthy City Council chairman in the outwardly idyllic Black Sea port of Nesebur. “Other countries have the mafia,” said Atanas Atanasov, a member of Parliament and a former counterintelligence chief who receives many leaked documents exposing corruption. “In Bulgaria, the mafia has the country.” By almost any measure, Bulgaria is the most corrupt country in the 27-member European Union. Since it joined last year, it has emerged as a cautionary tale for Western nations confronting the stark reality and heavy costs of drawing fragile post-Communist nations into their orbit. European Union membership has done little to tame the criminal networks in Bulgaria. It has arguably only made those networks richer. The United States helped Bulgaria into NATO, has rotated troops through for joint exercises since 2004 and has tried to encourage commerce, education and democracy. The European Union, eager to improve the lives of the 7.5 million Bulgarians, has promised 11 billion euros in aid. Far from halting crime and violence, the money effectively spread the corruption. Once Bulgaria’s shady business-



men realized how much European Union money was at stake, said many of Sofia’s advocates for reform, they moved from buying off politicians to being directly involved in politics themselves. And so European officials froze almost $670 million in financing this summer and may halt the flow of billions more, alarmed at freewheeling white-collar criminals with links to the very highest reaches of power. The nation’s homegrown mobs of men in black — the “mutri,” or mugs — control construction projects in city halls. And



European Union aid has fed growing corruption in Sofia. questionable business networks have moved from declining black markets for smuggled cigarettes and alcohol to legal investments in booming real estate. Men nicknamed “thick necks” for their muscular appearance linger in neon-lighted nightclubs like Sin City and Lipstick, or keep watch over Mercedes jeeps and Audis outside. Sofia guidebooks offer tips: Avoid restaurants that draw businessmen with four or more bodyguards. Now, men like this are muscling into public office. Investigators with the European Union’s antifraud office are focusing on



the Nikolov-Stoykov group, a sprawling conglomerate of dozens of companies with interests from meat processing and cold storage to scrap metal and a Black Sea resort. The group’s leading partners — both briefly detained last year on suspicion of fraud — boast top connections. Ludmil Stoykov helped finance the campaign of President Georgi Parvanov. Mr. Stoykov, who has not been charged with any crime since his arrest last year, denies knowing about criminal activities involving European Union funds. “I categorically object to these attempts to stain my name and to be treated as a criminal,” he said in answer to written questions. He acknowledges giving 25,000 leva, about $17,000, as a campaign contribution to Bulgaria’s president. “I participated with a donation according to all requirements by the law,” he said. His partner, Mario Nikolov, whose trial on fraud charges began October 20, forged discreet alliances to Prime Minister Sergei Stanishev, according to contracts and bank deposit slips turned over to prosecutors by Boyko Borisov, the mayor of Sofia, who is a fierce rival of the prime minister. Those documents show he steered more than $137,000 to Mr. Stanishev’s Socialist Party as contributions from his companies. In an unusually blunt report leaked this summer, European Union fraud investigators accused the Nikolov-Stoykov group of being a front for a “criminal company network composed of more than 50 Bulgarian enterprises and vari-



NIKOLAY DOYCHINOV FOR THE INTERNATIONAL HERALD TRIBUNE



Clubs in Sofia attract groups of muscular men known as “thick necks.” ous other European and offshore companies.” The roots of this organized crime date to the collapse of Communism in the early 1990s. Thousands of secret agents and athletes, including wrestlers once supported and coddled by the state, were cast onto the street. During the United Nations embargo of warring Serbia in the 1990s, they seized smuggling opportunities and solidified their networks. The wrestlers, in particular, developed private security forces and insurance companies that were little more than coercive protection rackets. Other men



became shadowy entrepreneurs with close ties to the government. The toll now tops more than 125 contract killings since 1993, according to a list compiled by the United States Embassy in Sofia. Most of the killings are unsolved. Among Western nations, impatience is growing, particularly at the lack of trials of high-level government officials accused of corruption. As Frans Timmermans, the Dutch minister for European affairs, argued, “What we need to see is real people put before real judges, convicted and put in jail.”
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Senator Barack Obama’s grandparents, Stanley and Madelyn Dunham, helped raise him in Hawaii and play a large role in the life story he presented to the American electorate.



A Life of Transformation And Discipline for Obama By JODI KANTOR



From his days leading The Harvard Law Review to his United States presidential campaign, Barack Obama has always run meetings by a particular set of rules. Everyone contributes; silent lurkers will be interrogated. (He wants to “suck the room of every idea,” said Valerie Jarrett, a close adviser.) Mention a theory and Mr. Obama asks how it translates on the ground. He orchestrates debate, playing participants off each other — and then highlights their areas of agreement. He constantly restates others’ contributions in his own invariably more eloquent words. But when the session ends, his view can remain a mystery, and his ultimate call is sometimes a surprise to everyone who was present. Those meetings, along with the career theyspan, provide hints about what sort of president Mr. Obama might be if elected. They suggest a cool deliberator, a fluent communicator, a professor with a hunger for academic expertise but little interest in abstraction. He may be uncomfortable making decisions quickly or abandoning a careful plan. A President Obama would prize consensus, except when he would disregard it. And his lifelong penchant for control would likely translate into a disciplined White House. Winning the presidency on Tuesday, as polls predict he will, would be the latest in



a lifetime of dramatic, self-induced transformations: from a child reared in Indonesia and Hawaii to a member of Chicago’s African-American community; from an atheist to a Christian; from a wonkish academic to the smoothest of politicians; and now, just possibly, from an upstart who eight years ago was crushed in a Congressional race to the first black commander in chief of the United States. Turning deficits into assets could well be called the motto of his rise. He transformed a fatherless childhood into a stirring coming-of-age tale. He used a glamourless state senator’s post as the foundation of his political career. He mobilized young people into an energetic army. And even though his exotic name, Barack Hussein Obama, has spurred false rumors and insinuations about his background and beliefs, he has made it a symbol of his singularity and of America’s possibility. But if he wins the right to occupy the Oval Office, Mr. Obama would have a new set of deficits. Just 47 years old and only four years into a national political career, he has never run anything larger than his campaign. His promises are as vast as his résumé is short, and some of his pledges are competing ones: progressive rule and centrist red-blue fusion; wholesale transformation and pragmatism. Mr. Obama has prized order. Even at Occidental College in Los Angeles, during what he has called his dissolute phase,
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students remember him as a model of moderation. “He was not even close to being a party animal,” said Vinai Thummalapally, a friend from those years. When it comes to making decisions, Mr. Obama’s impulse for control translates into a kind of deliberative restraint. He resists making quick judgments or responding to day-to-day fluctuations, aides say. Instead he follows a familiar set of steps: Perform copious research. Solicit expertise. Project all likely scenarios. Devise a plan. Anticipate objections. Adjust the plan, and once it’s in place, stick with it. Mr. Obama has struggled with the unpredictable questions. He does not always react swiftly to unexpected shifts. When Russia blitzed into neighboring Georgia, he took several days to settle on a position. After Senator John McCain’s surprise selection of Governor Sarah Palin as his running mate, the Obama cam-



Aggression Tempered By Experience



“present,” or one of just a few. But defenders say Mr. Obama’s reticence is as intellectual as it is tactical. He is suspicious of generalizations. Most of the time, Mr. Obama speaks lightly of the historic nature of his candidacy. But a few times during the campaign he allowed voters to see just how heavily America’s divided past sits on his slender shoulders. That weight seems like part of the answer to a central Obama mystery: where all of that burning ambition comes from, what possesses him to push so hard and so fast. Nearly two decades ago at Harvard University, Mr. Obama had his first taste of a barrier-smashing presidential victory. Gordon Whitman, one of the classmates who decided that long-ago election for president of the Harvard Law Review, recalled: “We all understood there was a chance to make history.”



The Way They See the World And America’s Role in It From Page 1



By DAVID D. KIRKPATRICK



Senator John McCain raced through the final days of the presidential race reciting a familiar admonition. It is the same mantra he has called upon to steel himself for moments of conflict as a collegiate boxer at the Naval Academy, a prisoner of war bracing for interrogation, a legislator cajoling colleagues for votes, or a Republican primary candidate rallying crowds against an all-but-certain defeat. “Game face on!” he murmurs to himself, borrowing the advice of so many athletic coaches. Some friends say the expression is a metaphor for an essential tension that runs through Mr. McCain’s life. He is often deliberative, self-critical and flexible, his advisers and fellow senators say, and has frequently corrected course during his 36 years in public life. “He is a much more supple mind than he is usually portrayed,” said Philip Bobbitt, an international relations scholar and Democrat the senator consulted this summer. But when he confronts an adversary, a starkly different John McCain can emerge, fired up with certainty for an allor-nothing battle. “I am going to win this thing and you are going to have to run me over to defeat me,” said former Senator Bob Kerrey, a Democrat close to Mr. McCain, explaining his friend’s attitude. The conflicting impulses toward deliberation and aggression have been the alternating currents of his singular career and, if Mr. McCain wins the White House, could shape his presidency. In the Senate, he is almost as well known for his handwritten apology notes as for his outbursts. (“I think I learned a few things in prison but possibly one of the most important things was the value of friendship,” Mr. McCain wrote in one note provided to The Times. “Chalk it up to the ‘McCain temper.’ ”) He fires advisers who disappoint or embarrass him, but then keeps seeking their advice. He frets publicly that his ambition might tempt him to compromise his principles, but he also races headlong into battles in pursuit of political power. If elected on Tuesday, which polls say is unlikely, Mr. McCain would arrive wellscarred at the White House: 72 years old, the oldest president to enter office, the first Vietnam veteran, a survivor of five and a half years in a North Vietnamese prison camp. Driven as much by his notion of honor as by ideology, Mr. McCain could make an unpredictable — his critics say “erratic” — chief executive. By default he is a limited-government conservative, but he readily bends those convictions if a cause seems worthy. He has regularly picked



paign seemed to struggle to respond. The only time Mr. Obama slips from “his normal cool self,” said Marty Nesbitt, a close friend, is “when something surprises him.” Mr. Obama’s message of change can be hard to understand, and he has spent his entire career searching for the right way to fulfill his desire for broad social renewal. First he became a community organizer; then he tried the law. Since then he has set his sights on changing government institutions, one higher than the next. Even in the Senate, he told a reporter, it was possible to have a career that was “not particularly useful.” His critics point to his “present” votes in the Illinois Legislature, in which he did not choose sides, avoiding difficult matters like trying juveniles as adults. At least 36 times (out of thousands of votes) Mr. Obama was the only senator to vote



John McCain, then a Navy captain, early in his political education, with Senators William Cohen, center, and Barry Goldwater around 1980.



John McCain is quick to start a fight, and quick to apologize. fights with both parties, but also knows how to force through bipartisan deals. Mr. McCain has called his decisionmaking style “instinctive, often impulsive,” as he put it in “Worth the Fighting For,” a 2002 memoir written with his aide Mark Salter. “I don’t torture myself over decisions. I make them as quickly as I can, quicker than the other fellow if I can.” He first tasted politics in 1977 as the Navy’s liaison to the United States Senate. He was 40 and unsure of his future, and he turned the assignment into a training seminar for his own political career. Escorting lawmakers on overseas trips and entertaining them with stories of his naval escapades, Mr. McCain listened as the senators gossiped over evening cocktails, or brought him into closed committee staff meetings. And he capitalized on their goodwill: Senator William Cohen of Maine, best man at Mr. McCain’s 1980 wedding, and Senator John Tower of Texas, both Republicans, provided invaluable help in his 1982 election to a House seat in Arizona. As a senator or presidential candidate, Mr. McCain prefers to make decisions by consulting experts with opposing views, preferably watching them clash. “He en-



courages disagreement in front of him, to see the evidence that disagrees with where he might be headed,” said Kevin A. Hassett, an economist close to Mr. McCain. He can take defeat hard. After conservatives blocked a major tobacco bill he had negotiated in 1998, Mr. McCain excoriated his own party for consigning children to lung cancer. After losing fights over campaign finance rules, he would lash out at his opponents as corrupt. He relishes conflict, his friends say, and would make a confrontational president. As Senator Lindsey Graham, Republican of South Carolina and a close friend put it: “The man will run across the street to get in a good fight.” In more reflective moments, Mr. McCain says he tries to maintain a stoic detachment about the prospect of victory or defeat, a habit of mind he says he acquired as a Navy pilot and prisoner of war. “I tend to be fatalistic about these things,” he said in an interview not long after he had locked up the Republican nomination, shrugging off his success. Contemplating his 2000 run at the White House, he worried about balancing his ambition for the prize with his own sense of virtue, he wrote in “Worth the Fighting For.” After his loss, he professed himself grateful, at the age of 65, for what might be left of his time. “I did not get to be president of the United States. And I doubt I shall have reason or opportunity to try again,” he wrote, but added, “I might yet become the man I always wanted to be.”



how the candidates would use diplomacy and the threat of military force against a hostile state. Both have declared they would never allow Iran to have nuclear weapons, but have not fully explained how they would obtain the leverage to stop its nuclear program peacefully. Based on their careers and their statements, Mr. McCain’s threshold for pre-emptive military action seems lower than Mr. Obama’s. Mr. Obama’s declaration that he would meet Iranian leaders without preconditions has opened him to Mr. McCain’s accusation that he is naïve. Mr. Obama has backtracked, saying he never suggested the first meetings would be at the presidential level. When pressed, he has said “we will never take military options off the table.” The harder question is how to force Iran to give up its uranium enrichment program before it produces enough material to build a weapon. Mr. McCain has emphasized that “we have to do whatever’s necessary” to stop Iran from obtaining a weapon. In 1994, when North Korea was at a similar stage in its nuclear program, he said that if diplomacy failed to shut down its production facilities within months, “military air strikes would be called for.” In a post-Iraq world, he has been more circumspect. He no longer talks about “rogue state rollback,” the phrase he used in 2000 to describe a strategy of undermining governments like those in North Korea, Iran and Iraq under Saddam Hussein. Recently he has expressed more interest in changing Iran’s behavior than its government. But the main prescription he has offered relies on gradually escalating economic sanctions, the same path taken by the Bush administration. So far that strategy has failed.



Intervention in Pakistan Mr. McCain often notes that he vowed to do whatever it took to win in Iraq. But when it comes to the war in Afghanistan, he has been extraordinarily reluctant to advocate cross-border attacks into Pakistan, even though top American military commanders have said that is a prerequisite to victory. Mr. Obama has been far more willing to threaten sending in American ground troops, a position Mr. McCain dismisses as unwise. He says Mr. Obama does not appreciate how Pakistanis would react to an incursion by an ally, even into ungovernable territory Pakistan has never really controlled. That was President Bush’s view as well until July, when he issued secret orders allowing Special Operations forces to conduct ground incursions



into Pakistan to keep insurgents from forming a safe haven. Mr. McCain has not condemned Mr. Bush’s action, but he has suggested that such operations should never be discussed in public and that Mr. Obama revealed his inexperience by raising the possibility. Mr. Obama has said he would send American personnel over the border to kill leaders of Al Qaeda. But American policy since the attacks of September 11 has backed hunting down Qaeda members anywhere, including inside Pakistan. A harder question is whether to go into Pakistan to hunt down Taliban or other militant groups using the sanctuary to mount attacks against Americans in Afghanistan or to strike the Pakistani government. On that question, Mr. Obama has been ambiguous.



dealing with Great Powers After the Russian attack on Georgia in August, Mr. McCain strongly defended Georgia, while Mr. Obama issued a more even-handed statement, calling for a return to the uneasy status quo that had prevailed in South Ossetia. Although this reaction was closer to the Bush administration’s, Mr. McCain seized on it to portray Mr. Obama as weak. His friends say Mr. McCain’s criticism of Russia was a direct outgrowth of his prisoner-of-war experience and his cold war upbringing. The difference between the candidates has also played out in their responses to a proposal by four prominent cold warriors — former Senator Sam Nunn, former Defense Secretary William J. Perry, and former Secretaries of State George P. Shultz and Henry A. Kissinger — to move toward reducing the American nuclear arsenal to zero. Both candidates say they support the goal, but Mr. McCain has sounded less enthusiastic, saying he would reduce nuclear weapons “to the lowest level we judge necessary.” By contrast, Mr. Obama has argued that unless the United States and Russia radically reduce their arsenals, they will never persuade smaller nations like Iran and North Korea to forgo their nuclear weapons programs. Mr. McCain emphasizes military power first to keep the United States the world’s most powerful nation, though his advisers also say that on global warming, among other issues, he has shown a flexibility that President Bush rarely demonstrated. More than any other candidate, Mr. Obama has emphasized so-called soft power — the ability to lead by moral example and nonmilitary action. His advisers acknowledge that his challenge if elected, as many polls predict he will be, is to convince the world that an untested young senator also has a steely edge.
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business of green



Alternative Fuels Face New Financial Challenges multuous and unpredictable capital markets.” Venture capital financing for some advanced solar projects and for experimental biofuels, like ethanol made from plant waste, is drying up, according to analysts who track investment flows. At least two wind energy companies have had to delay projects because of trouble raising capital. Several corn ethanol projects have been delayed for lack of financing in Iowa and Oklahoma since September, and one plant operator in Ohio filed for bankruptcy protection in mid-October. Tesla Motors, the maker of battery-powered cars, announced that it had been forced to delay production of its allelectric Model S sedan, close two offices and lay off workers. Investment analysts say stock offerings by clean-energy companies across global markets have slowed to a crawl since the spring, and for the full year could total less than half of the record $25.4 billion for 2007. Worldwide financing for new construction of wind, solar, biofuels and other alternative energy projects this year fell to $17.8 billion in the third quarter, from $23.2 billion in the second quarter, according to New Energy Finance, a research firm in London. The slide is expected to be sharper in the fourth quarter and next year. In the United States, financing for new projects and venture capital and private equity investments in renewable energy this year might still top last year’s results because so much money had already been committed at the beginning of the year, but the pace has slowed sharply in the last month.



With oil prices falling, wind and solar start to look expensive.



Total worldwide investment in renewable energy increased to $148.4 billion last year, from $33.4 billion in 2004, according to Ethan Zindler, head of North American research at New Energy Finance. This year, he said, the upward momentum has halted and total investment for 2008 is likely to be lower than in 2007. The next American president, whether it is Barack Obama or John McCain, will have to choose alternative energy over other programs at a time of ballooning deficits. Analysts say that is no sure thing. “Government funding for renewables is now going to have to compete with levels of government funding in other areas that were unimaginable six months ago,’’ Mark Flannery, an energy analyst for Credit Suisse, said. The central questions facing renewables now, experts say, are how long credit will be tight and how low oil and natural gas prices will fall. Oil and gas are still relatively expensive by historical standards, but the prices have fallen by half since July. Some economists expect further declines as the economy weakens. Wall Street analysts say most utilities and other builders can profitably choose big wind projects over gas-fired plants only when gas prices are $8 per thousand cubic feet or higher. Natural gas prices are now about the half the cost they were in July, when it was $13.58 per thousand cubic feet. “Natural gas at $6 makes wind look like a questionable idea and solar power unfathomably expensive,’’ said Kevin Book, a senior vice president at FBR Capital Markets. Renewable energy now meets 7 percent of the America’s energy needs, and public subsidies have promoted a leap for several alternative energy sources in recent years. In the 1970s, just as in recent years, high prices for fossil fuels led to rising interest in renewables. But when oil prices collapsed in the 1980s, the nascent market for renewable energy fell apart, too. Congress eliminated tax credits for solar energy, ethanol could not compete with cheap gasoline and a boom in wind farms in California failed to catch on in the rest of the United States. The epicenter of investment and development then moved to Europe, where government support for renewables is strong. It began shifting back to the United States only when heating oil and natural gas prices shot up again in recent years. There are some differences this time. Coal, another major competitor of renewables, remains expensive and is facing increasing scrutiny over environmental concerns. Most important, renewable energy entrepre-
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Global investment in renewable energy projects like wind farms has fallen this year. neurs and experts say, is the growing government and public backing for renewable energy in the United States. “What is driving the market this time is that we’re at war and this is a security issue,” said Arnold R. Klann, chief executive of BlueFire Ethanol, a California company that is planning to make ethanol out of garbage with the help of $40 million in financing from the Energy Department. Government mandates, including state rules requiring renewable power generation and federal requirements for production of ethanol, ensure that alternative energy markets will continue to exist to some degree, no matter how low oil and gas prices go. But the credit crisis means some companies that would like to build facilities to meet that demand are going to have problems. “If you can’t borrow money, you can’t develop renewables,” said Kevin Book, a senior vice president at FBR Capital Markets.
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By CLIFFORD KRAUSS



HOUSTON, Texas — Alternative energies like wind and solar are facing big new challenges because of the credit freeze and the plunge in oil and natural gas prices. Shares of alternative energy companies have fallen even more sharply than the rest of the stock market in recent months. The struggles of financial institutions are raising fears that investment capital for big renewable energy projects will get tighter. Advocates are concerned that if the prices for oil and gas keep falling, the incentive for utilities and consumers to buy expensive renewable energy will shrink. That is what happened in the 1980s when a decade of advances for alternative energy collapsed amid falling prices for conventional fuels. “Everyone is in shock about what the new world is going to be,” said V. John White, executive director of the Center for Energy Efficiency and Renewable Technology, a California advocacy group. “Surely, renewable energy projects and new technologies are at risk because of their capital intensity.” After years of rapid growth, the sudden obstacles mean the renewable energy industry will have to depend more heavily on government subsidies, mandates and research financing, at a time when Washington is facing huge economic problems. John Woolard, chief executive officer of BrightSource Energy, a solar company, said he believed the long-term future for renewables remained promising, though “right now we are looking at tu-
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The Green Microgym in Portland, Oregon, has stationary exercise bikes that help power a generator, along with energy efficient treadmills and solar panels.



Harnessing the Power of a Workout By LINDA BAKER



The four stationary bikes look almost like any others, except that they are fitted with an arm crank and are hooked up to a generator. As riders pedal and turn the lever, the movement creates a current that flows to a battery pack. They generate an average of 200 watts, enough to run the stereo, a 94-centimeter L.C.D. television and a laptop for an hour at the Green Microgym in Portland, Oregon. Adam Boesel, a personal trainer, wants his clients to burn calories, not fossil fuels. In August he opened the gym, one of a new breed of fitness clubs that seek to harness the power of human exercise as a source of electricity. “It’s cool, fun stuff and an excellent workout,” said Mr. Boesel, who spent a recent morning demonstrating the power-producing bike machine, designed by a Texas manufacturer and called the Team Dynamo. Mr. Boesel, 37, says the Microgym — the name alludes to the city’s signature microbreweries — is more than a gimmick. “It is an example of what a community can do to conserve energy.” The club has energy efficient treadmills, remanufactured elliptical trainers and barbells “rescued from negligent owners on Craigslist,” Mr. Boesel said. Wall-mounted solar panels, to be installed this fall, will generate about eight kilowatts of electricity, he said. The gym doesn’t have any showers or drinking fountains, and the club’s 70 members live within walking distance, “which is probably the greenest part of the gym,” Mr. Boesel said. The idea to install power-generating machines came from a Hong Kong club, California Fitness, that opened last year with similar equipment. On the same day the Microgym opened, the Ridgefield Fitness Club in Ridgefield, Connecticut, installed yet another version of the technology from a com-



pany called the Green Revolution on 17 of the club’s stationary bicycles. “There’s an undercurrent,” Mr. Boesel said. “In 20 years, all cardio equipment will probably have the capability of generating electricity.” The typical health club uses a huge amount of energy and water, said John Kersh, a former director of international development for the International Health, Racquet & Sportsclub Association. But a growing number of conservation-conscious consumers are beginning to change that, he said. “It’s not just, ‘How do you get fit?’ ” Mr. Kersh said. “It’s, ‘How do you make your lifestyle healthier? How do you reduce your carbon footprint?’ ” Shoshana Zeisman, an academic adviser who lives six blocks from the Microgym, said the club’s “green features sold me as much as the location.” The Team Dynamo, which includes a digital display of the amount of watts produced, “is awesome,” Ms. Zeisman said. “It’s one more thing to motivate you.” Of course, riding a real bike rather than driving a car saves much more energy than riding a stationary bike attached to a generator, said Clark Williams-Derry, research director for the Sightline Institute, an environmental research center in Seattle. Nonetheless, Mr. Williams-Derry said, the human power initiatives “show the kind of ingenuity that we’re capable of.” David Butcher, a Web manager in Los Gatos, California, is ahead of the game. For the last two years, Mr. Butcher has been riding a pedal-powered generator he created in his basement. He said his 45-minute exercise routine, available to interested viewers on YouTube, supplies power to his laptop computer, a Roomba robotic vacuum cleaner and compact fluorescent lighting. “I’m in better shape than I’ve been in 20 years,” Mr. Butcher said. “I feel like a motor.”



Generating electricity while exercising is healthy for the planet.
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Among Immigrants, A Clash of Cultures By KIRK SEMPLE



GRAND ISLAND, Nebraska — Like many workers at the meatpacking plant here, Raul A. Garcia, a Mexican-American, has watched with some discomfort as hundreds of Somali immigrants have moved to town in the NEBRASKA past couple of years, Grand Island many of them to fill jobs once held by Latino workers taken away in immigration raids. He has been particularly troubled by the Somalis’ demand that they be allowed special breaks for prayers that are obligatory for devout Muslims. The breaks, he said, would inconvenience everyone else. “The Latino is very humble,” said Mr. Garcia, 73, who has worked at the plant, owned by JBS U.S.A. Incorporated, since 1994. “But they are arrogant,” he said of the Somalis. “They act like the United States owes them.” Mr. Garcia was among more than 1,000 Latino and other workers who protested a decision by the plant’s management in December to cut their workday — and their pay — by 15 minutes to give scores of Somali workers time for evening prayers. After several days of strikes and disruptions, the plant’s management abandoned the plan. But the dispute revealed racial and ethnic tensions in this southern Nebraska city of 47,000, an unexpected aftermath of the workplace raids by federal immigration authorities. Grand Island is among a few cities where discord has arisen with the arrival of Somali workers, many of whom were recruited by employers from elsewhere in the United States after the immigration raids sharply reduced their Latino work forces. The Somalis are largely in the country legally as political refugees. In some of these places, including Grand Island, this newest wave of immigrant workers has had the effect of unify-



A decision to cut the workday to accommodate Somali Muslims’ prayer time prompted protests at a meatpacking plant in Nebraska, right. A protest by Muslims at another plant in Colorado.
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ing the other ethnic populations against the Somalis and has also diverted some of the longstanding hostility toward Latino immigrants among some nativeborn residents.



“Every wave of immigrants has had to struggle to get assimilated,” said Margaret Hornady, the mayor of Grand Island. “Right now, it’s so volatile.” The federal immigration crackdown



has hit meat- and poultry-packing plants particularly hard. More than 2,000 immigrant workers in at least nine places have been detained since 2006 in major raids, most on immigration violations. Struggling to fill grueling low-wage jobs that attract few American workers, the plants have placed advertisements in immigrant newspapers and circulated fliers in immigrant neighborhoods. Some employers, like Swift & Company, which owned the plant in Grand Island until being bought by the Brazilian conglomerate JBS last year, have made a particular pitch for Somalis because of their legal status. The new tensions here extend well beyond the walls of the plant. There is resentment, discomfort and mistrust everywhere in Grand Island, some residents say. In dozens of interviews here, white, Latino and other residents seemed mostly bewildered, if not downright suspicious, of the Somalis, very few of whom speak English.



“I kind of admire all the effort they make to follow that religion, but sometimes you have to adapt to the workplace,” said Fidencio Sandoval, a plant worker born in Mexico who has become an American citizen. The Somalis, for their part, say they feel aggrieved and not particularly welcome. “A lot of people look at you weird — they judge you,” said Abdisamad Jama, 22, a Somali who moved to Grand Island two years ago to work as an interpreter at the plant and now freelances. “Or sometimes they will say, ‘Go back to your country.’ ” Xawa Ahmed, 48, a Somali, moved to Grand Island from Minnesota last month to help organize the Somali community. A big part of her work, she said, will be to help demystify the Somalis for the larger community. “We’re trying to make people understand why we do these things, why we practice this religion, why we live in America,” she said. “There’s a lot of misunderstanding.”



U.S. Court Is Losing Global Influence By ADAM LIPTAK
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WASHINGTON — Judges around the world have long looked to the decisions of the United States Supreme Court for guidance, citing and often following them in hundreds of their own rulings since World War II. But now American legal influence is waning. Even as a debate continues in the court over whether its decisions should ever cite foreign law, a diminishing number of foreign courts seem to pay attention to the writings of American justices. “One of our great exports used to be constitutional law,” said Anne-Marie Slaughter, the dean of the Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International Affairs at Princeton University in New Jersey. From 1990 through 2002, for instance, the Canadian Supreme Court cited decisions of the United States Supreme Court about a dozen times a year, an analysis by The New York Times found. In the six years since, the annual citation rate has fallen by half, to about six. Australian state supreme courts cited American decisions 208 times in 1995, according to a study by Russell Smyth, an Australian economist. By 2005, the number had fallen to 72. The story is similar around the globe, legal experts say, particularly in cases involving human rights. These days, foreign courts in developed democracies often cite the rulings of the European Court of Human Rights in cases concerning equality, liberty and prohibitions against cruel treatment, said Harold Hongju Koh, the dean of the Yale Law School. In those areas, Dean Koh said, “they tend not to look to the rulings of the U.S. Supreme Court.” The rise of new and sophisticated constitutional courts elsewhere is one reason for the Supreme Court’s fading influence, legal experts said. The new courts are, moreover, generally more liberal than the Supreme Court of recent years and for that reason more inclined to cite one another. Another reason is the diminished reputation of the United States in some parts of the world, which experts here and abroad said is in part a consequence of the Bush administration’s unpopularity. The adamant opposition of some Supreme Court justices to the citation of foreign law in their own



opinions also plays a role, some foreign judges say. “Most justices of the United States Supreme Court do not cite foreign case law in their judgments,” Aharon Barak, then the chief justice of the Supreme Court of Israel, wrote in the Harvard Law Review in 2002. “They fail to make use of an important source of inspiration, one that enriches legal thinking, makes law more creative, and strengthens the democratic ties and foundations of different legal systems.” The signature innovations of the American legal system — a written Constitution, a Bill of Rights protecting individual freedoms and an independent judiciary with the power to strike down legislation — have been consciously emulated in much of the world. And American constitutional law has been cited and discussed in countless decisions of courts in Australia, Canada, Germany, India, Israel, Japan, New Zealand, South Africa and elsewhere. In a 1996 decision striking down a law that made it a crime to possess pornography, for instance, the Constitutional Court of South Africa conducted a broad survey of American First Amendment jurisprudence, citing some 40 decisions of the United States Supreme Court. That same year, the High Court of Australia followed a 1989 decision of the Supreme Court in a separation-of-powers case, ruling that a judge was permitted to prepare a report for a government minister about threats to aboriginal areas because the assignment did not undermine the integrity of the judicial branch. Sending American ideas about the rule of law abroad has long been a source of pride. “The United States Supreme Court is the oldest constitutional court in the world — the most respected, the most legitimate,” said Charles Fried, a law professor at Harvard who served as solicitor general in the Reagan administration. But there is an intense and growing debate about whether that influence should be a one-way street. Justice Sandra Day O’Connor, in a speech before her retirement from the Supreme Court, advocated taking as well as giving. “I suspect that with time we will rely increasingly on international and foreign law in resolving what now appear to be domestic issues,” Justice O’Connor said. “Doing so may not only enrich our own country’s decisions; it will create that allimportant good impression.”



Judges in many countries often cite rulings from Europe.
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science & technology



Weight-Loss Surgery Without a Scalpel By DENISE GRADY



Karleen Perez lay unconscious on an operating table in New York City while her surgeons and two consultants from a medical device company peered at an overhead monitor that displayed images from inside her digestive tract. The surgeons, Dr. Marc Bessler and Dr. Daniel Davis, had just stapled her stomach to form a thumbsized tube that would hold only a small amount of food. The operation resembled others done for weight loss, with one huge difference. In this case, there was no cutting. The surgeons passed the stapler down Ms. Perez’s throat and stapled her stomach from the inside. Inspecting their handiwork, Dr. Bessler said, “I don’t think you’ll get much better than that.” The operation, meant to make people feel full after eating very little, is experimental. Only a few patients in the United States have undergone it, as part of a study paid for by Satiety Incorporated, which makes the staplers and hopes the government’s Food and Drug Administration will approve them. Ms. Perez, a 25-year-old graduate student in social work, was the second patient at New YorkPresbyterian Hospital/Columbia to enter the study. Satiety employees advised her surgeons throughout the operation. In Mexico and Europe, 98 patients have had the new weight-loss surgery, named Toga (for transoral gastroplasty). On average, those who have passed



the one-year mark after surgery have lost about 40 percent of their excess weight. The procedure is part of a trend to make surgery less painful and invasive, to minimize risks and speed recovery. Many operations that once required big incisions are now performed through small slits, with cameras inserted to let surgeons see what they are doing on video screens. Ms. Perez’s doctors took the next step: using a natural opening to avoid cutting through the abdominal wall. Dr. Bessler and other surgeons have used similar techniques to remove the appendix through the mouth. There are older operations that produce more weight loss. In the United States, 200,000 people have them each year. Known as bariatric surgery, these procedures are often done through slits. But even the slits leave scars and slice through muscle, which causes pain. The operations can have complications, too, like hernias and leaks in the digestive tract. About 15 million Americans are morbidly obese, meaning their body mass index — a weight/height ratio — is at least 40 (overweight begins at 25). Medical guidelines recommend surgery when the index reaches 40. Ms. Perez is 175 centimeters tall and weighs 131 kilograms, for a body mass index of 42 — though her height and large frame help hide the weight. But she has mixed feelings about her appearance. “I don’t



Dr. Daniel Davis, near right, and Dr. Marc Bessler performed stomach surgery on Karleen Perez, using a procedure that requires no cutting.



JOSH HANER/THE NEW YORK TIMES



feel like it’s a big issue, but of course it is,” she said. “If I go out with my sorority sisters or friends to buy clothes, I probably can’t buy where they do.” More important, she said, is her health. She becomes winded too easily, and her blood pressure “is not great,” she said. She hopes the operation will help her lose around 30 kilograms, maybe even in time for her graduation in spring from Stony Brook University in New York State. She would be on a liquid diet for several weeks. A



Vampire Bat The small bat is native to South America and feeds at the heels of cattle.



A Natural Taste For Blood



Vampire Finch The finch feeds on blood occasionally, pecking at the rump of a seabird.



Flea Two thousand or so species of flea feed on the blood of mammals and birds.



Candiru Catfish The South American fish draws blood from the gills of fish, and is said to swim up the urethras of humans. SHONAGH RAE



By NATALIE ANGIER



The newly published book “Dark Banquet” offers a jaunty, instructive and charmingly graphic look at nature’s born phlebotomists — creatures from wildly different twigs of the phylogenetic tree that all happen to share a fondness for blood. The book was written by Bill Schutt, a biologist who holds joint positions at the C. W. Post campus of Long Island University and the American Museum of Natural History in nearby New York, where he arrived one recent day to discuss the meal plan variously known as sanguivory and hematophagy, and who does it and when, why and how. Among his examples are vampire bats tuned to extract blood from large slumbering mammals and bats that aim instead for the warm breast plates of birds; New World leeches that track their hosts through the water and Old World leeches that relentlessly stalk down blood bearers on land; the notorious vampire finches of the Galápagos that daintily peck open dribbling wounds on the hindquarters of blue-footed boobies; and the candiru, tiny, eel-like catfish that are reputed to have the power to swim up a person’s urethra and suck blood from the bladder and thus are often more feared than their fellow river dwellers, the piranhas. Dr. Schutt explained that hematophagy is a difficult, dangerous trade, in some ways harder than merely killing and eating your prey, which is why blood eaters from different taxonomic orders have



evolved a similar set of utensils: the needle-like teeth, the natural clot busters and pain deadeners. Blood feeders must also be stealthy and good at escaping the fury of their often much larger hosts. The common vampire bat, Desmodus, which feeds on large terrestrial mammals, creeps along the ground like a spider and, in addition to flying, can spring straight upward almost a meter into the air. The white-winged vampire bat, Diaemus, approaches a potential host chicken so softly and lovingly that the bird is deceived and sweeps it up to its brood patch as though to warm its own chick. Aquatic leeches aim for hidden pockets and crevices: dip your head into leechinfested waters, and the segmented, toothy worms may slip up your nostrils. Moreover, even though we rightly cherish our own blood, it turns out that it is surprisingly thin gruel. Blood is more than 95 percent water, with the rest consisting mostly of proteins, a sprinkling of sugars, minerals and other small molecules, but almost no fat. Tiny creatures can subsist on such a mix, which is why the great majority of exclusive blood eaters are arthropods — bedbugs, ticks, chiggers, female mosquitoes. For larger feeders, though, it is as much of a challenge to survive on blood as it is to acquire it. Lacking dietary fat, vampire bats cannot pack on adipose stores and must consume the equivalent of half their 30-gram body weight in blood every night or risk starving to death.



Biting, drinking and fleeing requires stealth and subterfuge.



Small wonder that exclusive blood feeding is rare among vertebrates, and that two of the three species of vampire bats are found in such low numbers they are at risk of extinction. The only reason that the species known as common vampire bats are common, said Dr. Schutt, is that they have learned to feed on cattle, pigs and other livestock. “They love it when we clear out the rain forest to make way for ranches,” he said. The only other vertebrates known to subsist solely on blood are certain types of candiru, a poorly studied but much feared group of 2-centimeter catfish found in the Amazon and Orinoco Rivers. A hematophagous candiru’s usual method is to parasitize a larger catfish, infiltrating the host’s gill slits, grasping onto the flesh inside, rupturing blood vessels, pumping out the blood with its highly mobile jaws and then darting out again. Yet for at least a century, the fish have been reputed to target the human urethra as well, supposedly enticed by the scent of urine: fish, after all, urinate through their gills. Despite the persistence of the legend, there is only one confirmed case, from 1997, of a candiru making its way into a human urethra, where it probably had no time for a blood meal before suffocating to death. There are also a few dabblers in blood-eating. The vampire finches of the Galápagos live mostly on seeds, nectar and eggs, but they supplement their diet with occasional high iron snacks, by persistently pecking at the wings and tail region of one of the islands’ blue-footed boobies. Once the finch draws blood, said Dr. Schutt, “you’ll see five finches waiting behind it like customers at a deli counter.”



nutritionist warned that eating too much or too fast could cause vomiting, and advised that the best time to lose weight would be in the next 6 to 12 months, because her body would try to fight the surgery by absorbing more nutrients. Ms. Perez thought she could do it. She would start slowly, by taking longer and longer walks. She hoped to join a gym, start running, eventually finish a marathon. She wanted to look good for her graduation. “My friends are going to be shocked,” she said. “Through struggle comes success.”



The Dangers Of Late-Night Drunken E-Mail By ALEX WILLIAMS



Mail Goggles, a new feature on Google’s Gmail program, is intended to help eradicate a scourge that few knew existed: late-night drunken e-mailing. The experimental program requires any user who enables the function to perform five simple math problems in 60 seconds before sending e-mails between 10 p.m. and 4 a.m. on weekends. That time frame apparently corresponds to the gap between cocktail No. 1 and cocktail No. 4, when tapping out an e-mail message to an ex-partner or a co-worker can be particularly hazardous. For years, judges have ordered drunken-driving offenders to install computerized breath-analyzers linked to their car’s ignition system to prevent them from starting their vehicles when intoxicated. But in an age when so much of our routine communication is accomplished with our fingertips, are we becoming so tethered to our keyboards that we really need the technological equivalent of trigger locks on firearms? In interviews with people who confessed to imbibing and typing at the same time — sometimes with regrettable consequences — the answer seems to be yes. Kate Allen Stukenberg, a magazine editor in Houston, said that “the thing that is disappointing about Mail Goggles is that it’s only on Gmail,” because many people need cellphone protection, given the widespread practice of drunk text-messaging. In September, after Hurricane Ike ripped through her hometown, Ms. Stukenberg, 29, said, she found herself consoling a friend who had used the tragedy as an excuse to send a drunken text-message to reconnect with an ex-boyfriend — a move she later regretted. “She said that Ike had messed up her apartment so she had no place to stay, so could she stay at his house,” Ms. Stukenberg recalled. Indeed, the Mail Goggles program itself was born of embarrassment. A Gmail engineer named Jon Perlow wrote the program after sending his share of regrettable late-night missives, including a plea to rekindle a relationship with an old girlfriend, he wrote on the company’s Gmail blog. “We’ve all been there before, unfortunately,” said Jeremy Bailenson, director of Stanford University’s Virtual Human Interaction Lab. So-called drunk dialing may be as old as the telephone itself, but now, he said, the edge of the abyss is much closer in an era when so many people carry personal digital assistants containing hundreds of contact numbers. And e-mail messages can be potent because they constitute what social scientists call “asynchronous” communication, meaning that exchanges between people do not happen in real time, unlike face-to-face or telephone conversations. People can respond to work-related messages hours after they leave the office — a risky proposition if they happen to log on after stumbling home from the bar. “If you’ve completely lost all motor skills, Mail Goggles probably isn’t necessary,” Ryan Dodge, a dating blogger who lives in Brooklyn, said in an e-mail message. “But there’s a dangerous point of intoxication where you’re lucid enough to operate a keyboard, but drunk enough to think that professing your love via Facebook to that girl in your 11th grade homeroom is a stellar idea.”



3 a.m.: Time to write a note to that ex-boyfriend? Maybe not.
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Hollywood Grapples With Dire Economic Outlook By BROOKS BARNES



CHRISTIAN HANSEN FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES



Eminem, whose last album came out in 2004, has written a memoir, “The Way I Am.”



Rapper Returns To Public Life As a Memoirist By JON CARAMANICA



Four years ago, Eminem, one of the best-selling rappers in history, released his last album of original material, “Encore,” then essentially disappeared. The years since have been marked by personal struggles. He entered rehabilitation in 2005 for a dependency on sleep medication. In 2006 he remarried, and then redivorced, his ex-wife, Kim Scott, the subject of many of his most vitriolic songs. That same year his closest friend, the rapper Proof, was killed in a shooting at a Detroit nightclub. In his new book, “The Way I Am,” Eminem hopes to set the record straight. “I’m really just a normal guy. You can ask my neighbors,” he writes in the book. “I ride a bike. I walk the dog. I mow my lawn. I’m out there every Sunday, talking to myself, buck naked, mowing the lawn with a chain saw.” Well, one out of three isn’t bad. “I do ride my bike, I don’t have a dog, I don’t mow my lawn,” Eminem, 36, admitted in a telephone interview from a Detroit studio. But otherwise he’s been living the life of a suburban father, taking care of three girls: Hailie, his daughter with Kim; Alaina, his niece; and Whitney, Kim’s daughter from another relationship. And now Eminem, born Marshall Mathers, is tentatively re-entering public life with his book, published by Dutton in October. “In a way this is the end of the first chapter of his career,” said Paul Rosenberg, Eminem’s manager. “Em’s looking forward now. He’s very re-energized and refocused.” Originally meant as “a scrapbook for my fans,” Eminem said, the book grew to include large chunks of first-person narrative from interviews with the journalist Sacha Jenkins. “I think Em has an appeal that’s very everyman,” Mr. Jenkins said. “That’s his natural voice in the book. The guy has been out of the mix and not interacting with a lot of people, let alone a writer. But this was an opportunity for him to get a lot of stuff off his chest, especially in the wake of the death of his best friend.” In fact Eminem’s memories of how Proof toughened him up as a young man are among the most vivid passages in the book. “As difficult as it was to talk about, I had to,” he said. He writes about other personal topics, and fatherhood gets especially lengthy treatment: “Being a dad makes me feel powerful in a way that I hadn’t known before, and it’s the kind of power I don’t want to abuse.” He is frank about his family and upbringing: “If you go back and look at the abuse that I took, it’s no surprise I became who I am. Someone I don’t really want to be.” But he almost completely avoids more familiar subjects, like his battles with his ex-wife and his mother, Debbie, who sued him for slander in 1999. As far as returning to music, Eminem has been recording with Dr. Dre, with whom he has made his biggest hits. They are working on songs for Eminem’s next album, to be called “Relapse.” In one of the book’s most revealing sections, Eminem talks about how he happened upon his signature bottle-blond look, high on Ecstasy, around the time he was recording his first songs with Dr. Dre. It reads like a comic-book villain’s origin story, his new identity presaging a bold path. Now that he’s preparing to re-enter the music world, though, will the peroxide, and all that came with it, return? “My hair is back to its natural color,” Eminem said. “I don’t think I’m going back to the dye.”



LOS ANGELES — Just a few months ago, Lifetime Television started adapting the Candace Bushnell novel “Trading Up” into a movie. Lifetime executives figured an aspirational story about the entitled rich and their limousine culture was just right for the cultural moment. The setting is New York — or, as Ms. Bushnell describes it, a city where “the streets seemed to sparkle with the gold dust filtered down from a billion trades in a boomtown economy.” Time for a rewrite. Suddenly, across Hollywood, the stock market is not such an appealing subject anymore. “Overnight, it was like the script had been written two years ago,” said Arturo Interian, Lifetime’s vice president for original movies. He is still keen on the movie, with some revisions: fewer discussions about stock, more about playing it safe with bonds. And how about adding a villainous chief executive? Entertainment executives have started to grapple with how best to reflect the global economic crisis in movie and television story lines, or whether to bring the topic up at all. The last time Wall Street stumbled badly — when the high-tech bubble burst — Hollywood delivered movies like “Antitrust,” featuring a tycoon who



literally kills for profits. This time, some television outlets like Lifetime and the crime series “Law & Order” are trying to remain as topical as possible by revising their programming and marketing. At 20th Century Fox, a blue-collar television comedy called “Two-Dollar Beer” is suddenly prominent, while the movie division just accelerated production of a previously announced sequel to “Wall Street,” Oliver Stone’s 1987 portrait of out-of-control corporate raiders. Others in Hollywood are going in the opposite direction, looking for scripts that offer pure escapism. Film studios in particular are saying they want more silly comedies and even musicals. Ideas set in fantasy worlds are “all some studios want to hear about,” said the screenwriter Paul Haggis, whose next film is a James Bond picture, “Quantum of Solace.” The movie and television industry works much farther in advance than it did in decades past, limiting the ability of studios and networks to quickly reflect the current economic chaos on screen. Studio movies often take up to three years to move from conception to release because of the increasingly complicated financing required by soaring production and marketing costs. Films about the 2003 Iraq invasion, executives note, did not start arriving in force until 2007. A typical television series is prepared



about seven episodes in advance, which is not much different from years past, but the allotment of those episodes has shifted drastically. Networks show so many repeat episodes between fresh ones — a cost-saving strategy — that anything produced now has almost no chance of being seen until February or March. “If we put in references to the economy now, it could be totally outdated by



Coming soon to theaters: evil tycoons and silly comedies. the time those episodes air,” said Mark Pedowitz, president of ABC Studios, which produces the television drama “Dirty Sexy Money.” CW, which broadcasts “Gossip Girl,” about private school students in Manhattan, says the show’s plot will continue to be as soaked with Wall Street money as ever. The businessman villain has been a film archetype since the days before sound pictures. Indeed, in 1917, the Triangle Distributing Corporation re-



leased a silent picture called “Greed,” part of its “Seven Deadly Sins” series, in which a stock market schemer leads a young couple astray. Still, most Hollywood veterans advise against rushing too many businessman bad guys into production — at least for now. “In bad times especially, people do not want to see on the screen what they’re living through,” said Nicole Clemens, an longtime agent with International Creative Management. Many people in the movie business embraced escapism in October after box-office receipts for “Beverly Hills Chihuahua,” the Walt Disney Studios picture about talking dogs, and “Quarantine,” a teenage horror movie, overwhelmed those for the terrorismthemed “Body of Lies,” starring two of the industry’s biggest stars, Leonardo DiCaprio and Russell Crowe. Later in the month, the talking dogs were in second place behind “Max Payne,” an action movie based on a video game. Ms. Clemens said she saw one exception to the warning against using too many business villains: the revenge picture. “When people feel powerless in their own lives they want to see movies where protagonists are taking back the power,” she said. “But I still see no new trend for big business to be some new type of villain. It’s been a villain for a long time.”



Artist’s Modern Motifs Evoke Culture of Brazil By CAROL KINO



COURTESY OF JAMES COHAN GALLERY



Works by Beatriz Milhazes, right, include: above, “Popeye” (2008); left, “Summertime” (2004), a chandelier designed as a set piece for her sister’s dance company; and “Horto,” a textile design.
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Beatriz Milhazes, a Brazilian artist, talks about her work: nytimes.com/design COURTESY OF MAHARAM



Standing in a back exhibition space at James Cohan Gallery in Manhattan, the Brazilian artist Beatriz Milhazes discussed her four latest paintings, which were propped against the walls. “This one is based on squares, kind of a grid,” she said, pointing to “Mulatinho,” whose blocks of color are broken up by dots, rippling stripes, stylized flowers and a piece of carefully painted fruit. Although Ms. Milhazes clearly considers herself a geometric abstractionist, those are hardly the first words that come to mind when regarding her work, the focus of a solo show at the gallery. Squares often come laced with lines and dots, circles frequently mutate into eye-popping targets, and everything is laden with motifs that evoke the multilayered culture of her home, Rio de Janeiro. There are arabesques, roses and doily patterns, borrowed from Brazilian Baroque, colonial and folk art, as well as flowers and plants inspired by the city’s botanical garden, which is next door to her studio. Yet Ms. Milhazes, 48, maintains that her compositions are essentially geometric. “Sometimes I put the square behind,” she said, referring to the initial layer of the painting, “and I build up things on top of it. The squares may disappear, but they are still a reference for me to think about composition. And I’ve always been very loyal to my ideas.” Today her career seems as overflowing as her paintings themselves. In addition to the show at James Cohan, her first major career survey is on view at the Pinacoteca do Estado in São Paulo, Brazil. By early November, within a span of a month, three limited-edition projects — a tapestry, a textile design and an artist’s book — will have been issued. She has also just completed a new site-specific window installation for a show at the Museum of Contemporary Art Tokyo. (Sometime next year she will create a similar piece for the Winter Garden at the World Financial Center in New York.) She frequently shows in Europe, especially London, as well as in Latin America, Asia and New York. Growing up under the former military dictatorship in Brazil, Ms. Milhazes did not have access to the mainstream art world. Although Brazil has had an avant-garde art scene since the 1930s, opportunities for young artists in Rio were limited in the early 1980s, when she embarked on her career. Back then Latin American collectors



typically focused on work from past eras. For a young painter who longed to see the work of 20th-century masters like Mondrian and Matisse, the situation was especially arid. “Twenty-five years ago, if you didn’t travel, you never would see paintings,” she said. And today, she noted, painting is still only an undercurrent in Brazil’s art scene. “We have strong contemporary art,” she said, “but more in conceptualism and installation. So I am quite isolated here.” But isolation also helped Ms. Milhazes develop her rather unusual working process. “You don’t have the history on your back,” she explained. She starts by painting with acrylic on sheets of plastic, working motif by motif, creating each image in reverse as if she were making a print. Once a motif is dry she glues the painted side to the canvas, almost as if



JOAO WAINER



it were a decal, and then peels off the plastic to reveal a surface that looks handmade but is nearly unmarked by brushstrokes. Then she continues layering as if she were making a collage. When she developed this method in the late ’80s, she said, “it opened a huge door for me.” Despite the Brazilian feel of her work, there is nothing else quite like it in Brazilian art, past or present, said Adriano Pedrosa, a curator in São Paulo who has known Ms. Milhazes for years. “She seems to have a quite close relationship with Brazilian art history,” he said, “but that’s because she’s appropriating things.” He also sees her oeuvre as being related to Antropofagia, a Brazilian movement of the ’20s and ’30s whose name means cannibalism. Mr. Pedrosa described it as “this concept where the Brazilian native artist appropriates foreign elements and digests them to produce something personal and unique.”
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