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Chapter 3 3 CHAPTER



Using Your iDisk



The cornerstone of your .Mac membership is the iDisk. With a basic .Mac membership, the iDisk provides you with 100 MB of storage space on one of Apple’s .Mac servers, which you can mount on your Desktop from the Finder, the command line using the Terminal application, and via AppleScript. This chapter provides an in-depth view of your iDisk, including details on how to connect to your iDisk and what you’ll find when you get there, as well as how to connect to another .Mac member’s iDisk Public folder. You’ll also learn about what allows your Mac to connect to an iDisk: a wonderful piece of technology, called WebDAV.



The iDisk’s Filesystem Before we dive in and start mounting your iDisk or some other .Mac member’s iDisk Public folder, let’s take a quick look at what an iDisk is, and what you’ll find there.



What Is an iDisk? The technology behind your iDisk is something known as WebDAV, which stands for Web-based Distributed Authoring and Versioning. WebDAV is an extension to the HTTP protocol, which we all know is the protocol that’s used over the Web. Any time you type in a URL into a web browser, you’ll see the standard http:// prefix behind the domain name of the web site you want to browse. WebDAV uses HTTP to allow you to access folders on a web server. Since these folders reside on a server, they are often referred to as a share, since the folder shares space on the server with other folders. Without going into a long, drawn-out technical discussion, all you really need to know are these two things: • Your iDisk is nothing more than a folder that lives on Apple’s server (located at idisk.mac.com) • Your .Mac member name is the name of your WebDAV folder on that server 42
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When you put the two together, you end up with a URL that looks something like this: http://idisk.mac.com/membername



But don’t try entering that URL into a web browser, because you’ll get an error. Instead, the easiest way to mount your iDisk is with the Finder or the iDisk Utility, which we’ll cover later in this chapter.



What’s on the iDisk? So now that we know that an iDisk is a folder that lives on a web server, let’s take a look at what’s on your iDisk. To start out, every iDisk has a default set of folders, as shown in Figure 3-1.



Figure 3-1. Your iDisk, as viewed from the Finder.



But in reality, there’s a lot more going on behind the scenes with your iDisk. For example, if your iDisk is mounted, open up the Terminal (/Applications/Utilities) and issue the following command: $ ls –lapR /Volumes/dotMacMemberName



You’ll see a long stream of files and folder names go by, since this command lists everything on your iDisk. To save you the pain of watching the contents of your iDisk
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flash before your eyes, I’ve watered this down a bit to show you the basic filesystem structure of your iDisk in Figure 3-2. As you start to use other utilities, such as Backup and iSync, directories to support their services are added; for example: • In the case of Backup, a Backup directory is added • iSync adds a Library directory to your iDisk, which contains the calendar data from iCal, the contacts in your Address Book, and your bookmark information from Safari • If you’ve published any Photo Albums from iPhoto to your iDisk, they appear in /Pictures/Photo Album Pictures • If you’ve created a .Mac Slide Show (more commonly known as a screensaver), the images and data for the Slide Show are saved in /Pictures/Slide Shows/Public



A Place for Everything, and Everything in Its Place Each folder on your iDisk has a specific purpose. For example, you’ll notice folders with similar names to those that appear in your Home directory, such as Documents, Library, Movies, Music, Pictures, Public, and Sites. While it might seem odd to have a Documents folder on your iDisk, the reason is somewhat opaque, yet clear. Apple chose to use the same name for folders in your Home folder with those on your iDisk so you would know where to place files. You cannot change the names for the default set of folders on your iDisk. The reason is because the .Mac services and some of the iApps (such as iPhoto, iMovie, and iSync) are programmed to store information in specifically named folders on your iDisk. If you try to change the name of a folder, an alert window pops up telling you that you don’t have sufficient permissions to do so. Your iDisk, and the default set of folders within, is nothing more than a folder on Apple’s server that gets shared to you via WebDAV. Since Apple is serving the iDisk folders, only Apple can change the name of any of the default folders. You can, however, change the names of any folders you add to your iDisk, or place within any of the default folders.



Now let’s take a quick run through the folders on your iDisk to see what’s there and what their intended purpose is: Backup This folder is created by the Backup application (see Chapter 6) when you back up data to your iDisk. The data you back up gets stored in two places: /Backup/ Catalog and /Backup/membername/Library. This folder is used exclusively by the Backup application; nothing else—not even you—can save files to the Backup folder. 44 |
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FIGURE CONTINUED



Figure 3-2. An iDisk’s filesystem.
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FIGURE CONTINUED Public Sites Software
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Figure 3-2. An iDisk’s filesystem. (continued)
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Documents This directory can be used to store miscellaneous files. Library This folder is created by iSync (see Chapter 9) if you’ve synchronized data from your Mac to your iDisk. This directory houses data from your Address Book, iCal, and Safari’s bookmarks. Movies This is a place were you can store movie files (QuickTime or otherwise). If you plan to show off your iMovies on your .Mac HomePage (see Chapter 7), you will need to place the QuickTime movie files in this folder. If you’ve installed iLife ’04 on your Mac, iMovie 4 has a new Share feature that you can use to upload movies to your iDisk and then create a web page so others can view your iMovie over the Web. For more information on how this feature of iMovie 4 works, see Chapter 7. Music This is a place where you can store music and sound files. Pictures As its name implies, this folder should be used to store image files. These images can be used as part of your .Mac HomePage (see Chapter 7), or for use in creating personalized iCards. iPhoto also uses this folder to store the images for any Photo Album pages you create for your .Mac HomePage. Additionally, if you create a Public Slide Show (or screensaver) with iPhoto or the Mac Slides Publisher, the slide show’s images are saved here as well. Public Unless someone knows your .Mac password, this will be the only directory from your iDisk that can be mounted on another computer. Depending on how you’ve set the Public folder’s preferences (System Preferences ➝ .Mac ➝ iDisk), your Public folder may be read-only (the default) or read-write. You can also password-protect your Public folder, which adds another level of security to the files within. See the later section “Configuring Your iDisk’s Public Folder” for more information on setting a password for your Public folder. If you change the privileges on your iDisk’s Public folder to read-write, you should password-protect the folder. The reason for this is that anyone who mounts your Public folder can just start dumping files there for their own use, quickly taking up precious iDisk space.



Sites This is where the files for your .Mac HomePage will be served. If you haven’t built a HomePage yet, this directory will be empty. You can drag and drop files into your iDisk’s Sites folder to make them available for download over the Web. For example, if you save a file named myphotos.zip in the Sites folder, you could
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send the following link to your friends via email so they can download the Zip archive to their computer: http://homepage.mac.com/membername/myphotos.zip In this link, replace membername with your .Mac member name. Software The Software folder is something that’s available to all .Mac members. Apple provides this space “free of charge,” meaning, its contents don’t count against your allotted 100 MB of iDisk storage space. As such, this isn’t a place where you can store files, and any attempt to do so will result in a warning message popping up telling you that you don’t have sufficient privileges to copy files there. The Software directory has three main subdirectories: .Updates Because this folder’s name starts with a period, the .Updates folder is hidden from view in the Finder. To view the contents of this folder, you will need to use the Terminal application, and change directories to /Volumes/ iDiskName/.Updates. This folder contains virus updates for Virex (see Chapter 5) and other .Mac utilities. Apple Software This directory contains Apple-created software for your Mac OS X system. Here you’ll find such things as updates for AppleWorks, disk images for Backup, iCal, iSync, iSyncPalm (for use with Palm devices), iTunes, iDisk Utility, and Mac Slides Publisher. The software you find in this directory is packaged as disk images (.dmg files). To install something, you can either drag the disk image to your Desktop to install it from there, or you can double-click on the disk image on the iDisk and mount it that way.



Members Only This folder contains software and audio tracks that are only available to full .Mac members (i.e., non-Trial members). Here you’ll find exclusive software demos, updates for .Mac applications, and more. Here’s just a sample of what you’ll find: • Look inside the dotMac Software folder for updates to applications like Backup, Virex, iDisk Utility, and Mac Slides Publisher. • Exclusive sound effects from Skywalker Sound, which you can use in your iMovie projects.
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• The Freeplay Music folder contains hundreds of AAC-encoded music files that you can use as background tracks for your iMovies, or DVDs you create with iDVD. The Freeplay Music clips are provided as a member benefit and can be used for noncommercial purposes (i.e., for personal use). Each clip is available in six different durations, ranging from 10-, 15-, 20-, 30-, and 60-second sound bites, as well as a full-length clip, most of which are around two minutes in length. If you were to purchase the Freeplay Music tracks from another source, you could end up paying more than what you paid for your annual .Mac membership. If you’re creating iMovies, the audio clips available in the Freeplay Music directory are invaluable.



• Themes for use with Apple’s Keynote application (http://www.apple.com/ keynote). • Demos of software available only to .Mac members, including games and other utilities • This folder contains software and audio tracks that are only available to .Mac subscribers who have a full membership (i.e., non-Trial memberships). Here you’ll find demos of software available only to .Mac members, as well as loads of free audio clips in the Freeplay Music folder. Now that you know what’s available on your iDisk, let’s mount that thing and get working with it.



Trial .Mac Members: Your iDisk Will Vary If you signed up for a free, 60-day trial .Mac membership, your iDisk will only have one-fifth of the storage of a basic .Mac membership (in other words, only 20 MB of storage space). When you look in the Software folder of your iDisk, you won’t see folders that contain disk images for the Backup application. However, you can still download Backup from the Mac.com site. When using Backup, you can only backup data to your iDisk, not to CDs, DVDs, or external disks. For that privilege, you’ll need a full .Mac membership. In order to use Backup, you need a .Mac membership of some kind, Trial or full. When Backup launches, it probes the .Mac preferences (System Preferences ➝ .Mac) to look for a .Mac member name and password. If it doesn’t find one, you can’t use Backup. You also won’t have access to any of the Freeplay Music audio files or other software in the Members Only folder. Membership has its privileges.
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Mounting the iDisk In order to use your iDisk, you must first be connected to the Internet, either via PPP or an Ethernet connection. If you’re not connected to the Internet, you won’t be able to mount the iDisk on your Mac. The reason why you need to be connected to the Net is because all iDisks use a protocol known as WebDAV for mounting shares hosted at Apple (actually, hosted off of the main IP address of 17.250.248.77). If you have a Finder window open, the quickest way to mount your iDisk is by simply clicking on the iDisk icon, located in the upper section of the Finder window’s Sidebar. When you click on the iDisk icon, the Finder collects your .Mac member name and password that you’ve set in the .Mac preferences panel (System Preferences ➝ .Mac ➝ .Mac) and sends that information off to Apple’s server. If the .Mac member name and password matches the information stored on Apple’s side, your iDisk mounts on your Desktop and the contents of your iDisk become viewable in the Finder window, as shown in Figure 3-3.



Figure 3-3. An iDisk’s Finder window is displayed in Icon View when mounted.



If your Finder is set to show connected servers on the Desktop (Finder ➝ Preferences ➝ Show these items on the Desktop), the iDisk icon shown at the right of Figure 3-3 appears on your Desktop.



Another way to mount your iDisk is from the Finder’s Go menu, as shown in Figure 3-4. If you select Go ➝ iDisk, a submenu appears to the right of the Go menu,
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giving you options for connecting to your iDisk, to another .Mac member’s iDisk, or to another .Mac member’s Public folder. (iDisk Public folders and how they’re used is discussed later in this chapter.)



Figure 3-4. The Finder’s Go window can also be used for mounting iDisks.



If you try to connect to your iDisk and haven’t entered your .Mac Member Name and Password in the .Mac preference panel, or if you select Go ➝ iDisk ➝ Other User’s iDisk from the menu bar, the window shown in Figure 3-5 appears.



Figure 3-5. The Connect To iDisk window.



To connect to the iDisk, enter the .Mac Member name and Password and click on the Connect button. Again, the information you enter in these fields will be validated against Apple’s servers. If what you enter passes muster, the iDisk mounts on the Desktop and in the Finder.
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The Connect To iDisk window (shown in Figure 3-4) appears any time you try connecting to an iDisk from a Mac that doesn’t have the .Mac Member Name and Password set in the .Mac preference panel. This can be useful for connecting to your iDisk from another person’s Mac who doesn’t have a .Mac account. (Of course, you could give someone your Member Name and Password so they could connect and use your iDisk as well, but that would be cheating, right?)



Mounting Your iDisk at Login If you have a broadband connection to the Internet (either via cable, DSL, or T1 access at work) you can mount your iDisk automatically when you log on to your Mac. Getting your iDisk to mount automatically whenever you log on to your Mac is actually pretty simple; just follow these steps: 1. If your iDisk isn’t currently mounted on your Mac, you can mount it quickly from the Finder by using the keyboard shortcut, Shift-c-I. 2. Once the iDisk appears on your Desktop, launch the System Preferences application by clicking on its icon in the Dock. 3. Click on the icon for the Accounts panel in the System section. 4. On the left side of the Accounts panel, you’ll see a list of all of the user accounts on your Mac. Click on the one that says My Account in gray text above your username. 5. On the right side of the Accounts panel, click on the Startup Items tab. This switches the window’s view to show you the applications that will start up automatically when you log on to your account. 6. Click on the titlebar of the System Preferences window and move it to the side so you can see the iDisk icon on your Desktop, as shown in Figure 3-6. Once you’ve moved the window, let go of the mouse button. 7. Now click on the iDisk icon and drag it into the Startup Items pane. When you see the ghostly image of your iDisk, as shown in Figure 3-7, let go of the mouse button to add the iDisk to your list of Startup Items. 8. Quit the System Preferences application by either clicking on the red close window button, or using either the c-W or c-Q keyboard shortcuts. To test this out, log out of your account by holding down the Option key and selecting the Log Out option from the bottom of the Apple menu (a ➝ Log Out Your Account Name). When you log back in, the Startup Items you’ve placed in your Account are loaded, which means that your iDisk should mount if you have an Internet connection.
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Figure 3-6. A view of the Startup Items pane in the Accounts preference panel with my iDisk waiting in the wings.



iDisk Public Folders One of the great things about having an iDisk is its Public folder. The Public folder is a place where you can store files that you want to share with other people or that other people want to share with you. This section shows you how to configure the settings for your Public folder, and also how to connect to other .Mac members’ Public folders. You’ll also learn a bit more about how to tell whether someone has added password-protection to their Public folder.



Configuring Your iDisk’s Public Folder As mentioned earlier, all iDisk Public folders can have their permissions set to one of two options: Read-Only If you select this option, other users can mount your iDisk’s Public folder on their computer and view and download its contents; they cannot place files in the Public folder. The Read-Only option is selected by default.
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Figure 3-7. Drag and drop your iDisk into the Startup Items pane.



Read-Write Selecting this option allows others to mount your iDisk’s Public folder, view and download its contents, as well as upload (or place) files on your iDisk. If you want to change your Public folder’s permissions to read-write so other people can save files there, go to System Preferences ➝ .Mac ➝ iDisk and click on the radio button next to Read & Write in the Your Public Folder section, as shown in Figure 3-8. You can also assign a password to control access to your Public folder by clicking on the Set Password button near the bottom of this window. When you do, a sheet slides out at the top of the window, in which you can assign a password (as shown in Figure 3-9). The password you choose must be between 6–8 alphanumeric characters. You cannot use your .Mac member name as the password for your iDisk’s Public folder. For example, I cannot use chuckdude as the password for my Public folder because that’s my .Mac member name. Also, you shouldn’t use the same password for your Public folder as what you’re using for your .Mac account; if you do, anyone who knows your Public folder’s password will be able to access your .Mac email and any vital information (such as your credit card number and expiration date) stored in your Account information section.
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Figure 3-8. To allow others to upload files to your iDisk’s Public folder, simply click on the radio button next to Read & Write.



If you plan to enable Read & Write access privileges, you should assign a password to protect your Public folder. If you don’t password-protect your Public folder, any malcontent could come along and drop files into it, quickly taking up precious space on your iDisk. The first rule of thumb should be: protect yourself. You can also enable password-protection for your iDisk’s Public folder if it’s “Read only”. While that may seem a little extreme, since nobody will be able to write files there, it does protect prying eyes from viewing and downloading your Public folder’s contents unless they have the proper password.



Connecting to Public Folders Depending on your situation, there may come a time when you’ll want or need to connect to another .Mac member’s Public folder. This section shows you the various ways you can make the same connection from Mac OS X, including: • From the Address Book • From the Go menu • Using the iDisk Utility
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Figure 3-9. Assigning a password to your iDisk’s Public folder.



Since the iDisk Utility is covered later in the chapter, we’ll just cover the first two ways in the subsections that follow. If you are using Mac OS 9, you will need to use an application called Goliath to access your iDisk. For information on where to get and how to use Goliath, see the section “Mounting an iDisk on a Mac OS 9 System,” later in this chapter.



From the Address Book To connect to another .Mac member’s iDisk from the Address Book, follow these steps: 1. Select the .Mac member’s record in your Address Book. 2. Click on their Mac.com email address and select Open iDisk from the menu that appears (as shown in Figure 3-10). After selecting the Open iDisk option, the .Mac member’s Public folder will mount on your Desktop and a Finder window will open, revealing its contents.
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Figure 3-10. Connecting to another .Mac member’s iDisk from their Address Book record.



From the Go menu There are two ways you can connect to another .Mac member’s Public folder from the Go menu: • From Go ➝ iDisk ➝ Other User’s Public Folder • From Go ➝ Connect to Server When you select Go ➝ iDisk ➝ Other User’s Public Folder from the menu bar, the window shown in Figure 3-11 appears.



Figure 3-11. Connecting to a .Mac member’s Public folder from the Go menu.



Simply type in the .Mac member name for the person whose Public folder you need access to, and then click on the Connect button. If the Public folder isn’t passwordprotected, it will mount on your Desktop, and a Finder window will pop open revealing its contents. However, if the Public folder is password-protected, you will be challenged for a password, as shown in Figure 3-12.
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Figure 3-12. If a Public folder is password-protected, you’ll be challenged for a password.



If you will be connecting to this user’s Public folder regularly, you should click on the checkbox next to “Remember password (add to keychain)” so the next time you need to connect, the iDisk Public folder will automatically mount on your system without challenging you for a password. Using the Go menu is the easiest way to mount another user’s iDisk or iDisk Public folder, but it’s not the only way. You can also select Connect to Server (c-K) from the Go menu. In the Connect to Server window (shown in Figure 3-13), enter the URL for the Public folder you need access to in the form of: http://idisk.mac.com/membername-Public If the .Mac member’s Public folder is password-protected, the window shown in Figure 3-11 will pop up. Enter the proper password to mount the Public folder and don’t forget to select the checkbox next to “Remember password (add to keychain)” so you’ll never have to enter the password again.



Public Folders and Permissions Once you’ve mounted a Public folder, you’ll see them pop up in the Finder and on your Desktop. We all know by now that Public folders are read-only by default, but there’s an easy way to tell for sure once they’re mounted.
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Figure 3-13. Using the Connect to Server window to connect to a .Mac member’s Public folder.



The first way is by just looking at the Public folder’s icon on your Desktop. Most Public folders have a yellow sign attached to them, which looks like the pedestrian crosswalk signs here in the States. However, if you look closely at Figure 3-14, you’ll see some Public folders that are missing the crosswalk sign.



Figure 3-14. Look closely at the Public folder’s icon to see whether it is read-only or read-write.



The Public folders with the yellow crosswalk symbol attached to them are read-only, and the ones without are read-write. The way to confirm this is to select one of the Public folders in the Finder’s Sidebar. If you look at the bottom of the Finder window, you’ll see a little pencil symbol that’s crossed out, as shown in Figure 3-15. This is yet another queue to let you know that the Public folder is read-only.
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Figure 3-15. If you see a crossed-out pencil at the lower-left corner the Finder window, you cannot save files to this Public folder.



Unmounting an iDisk Unmounting an iDisk is pretty easy. Once you’ve had enough of your iDisk, you can: • Drag the iDisk icon to the Trash. • Click on the iDisk’s icon and hit c-E; this is the same as selecting File from within the Finder.



➝



Eject



• Open a Finder window, hit Shift-c-C (for “Computer”), select the iDisk, and hit c-E; again, this ejects the iDisk from your system. Unlike other mounted disks, the iDisk does not have an eject icon next to it in the Finder’s Sidebar when it is mounted. This is unfortunate, because when you’re looking at a Finder window, there really isn’t a way to know that your iDisk is mounted unless you physically click on its icon (and even then, if your iDisk isn’t mounted, it soon will be if you’re connected to the Internet).
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Mounting an iDisk on a Mac OS 9 System Not everyone has access to a Mac OS X system. Lots of people are still waiting for critical software to be carbonized to run on Mac OS X, while others are holding on to their legacy machines because they still function quite nicely. However, as time goes by, legacy Macs running Mac OS 9 are being left in the dust; meanwhile, the .Mac services are moving ahead full-steam. Fortunately, if you’re still clinging on to Mac OS 9, you can use an application called Goliath (http://www.webdav.org/goliath) to access iDisks via WebDAV. Goliath can not only be used to access your own iDisk, but to access the Public folders on other .Mac members’ iDisks as well. There is a version of Goliath for Mac OS X, but it hasn’t been updated recently for Panther. If you decide to download and use the Mac OS X version on Panther, do so at your own risk.



Using Goliath to Connect to an iDisk To use Goliath to mount your own iDisk on a Mac OS 9 system, follow these steps: 1. Launch Goliath. 2. Go to File ➝ Open iDisk Connection from the menu bar. 3. Enter your .Mac member name in the User Name field and your password in the Password field, as shown in Figure 3-16.



Figure 3-16. Connecting to your iDisk using Goliath.



4. Click on the OK button to mount your iDisk. When Goliath connects to your iDisk, you won’t see a disk icon on your Desktop. Instead, you’ll only see a window open up, revealing the contents of your iDisk, as shown in Figure 3-17. Once connected to your iDisk, you can double-click on folders to open windows, or click on the disclosure triangles to the left of a folder name to reveal its contents. You can drag and drop files and folders into the various iDisk folders as well, just as you could before. To disconnect from your iDisk, just close the window with c-W. Mounting an iDisk on a Mac OS 9 System This is the Title of the Book, eMatter Edition Copyright © 2004 O’Reilly & Associates, Inc. All rights reserved.
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Figure 3-17. Goliath, connected to an iDisk.



Using Goliath to Connect to an iDisk Public Folder To use Goliath to connect to another .Mac member’s Public folder, follow these steps: 1. Select File ➝ New Connection (c-N) from the menu bar. 2. In the window that appears, enter the following information (also shown in Figure 3-18): a. In the URL field, type in the address of for the .Mac member’s iDisk that you’d like to connect to, using the form of: http://idisk.mac.com/membername-Public where membername is the .Mac member name; for example, mine would be http://idisk.mac.com/chuckdude-Public. b. Tab down to the User Name field and type in the word public in lowercase letters. c. Tab to the Password field. If the .Mac member’s iDisk Public folder is password-protected, you should enter the password in this field. If the iDisk Public folder is not password-protected, leave this field blank. d. Click on the OK button to make the connection. Once Goliath connects, a window pops up showing you the contents of the .Mac member’s Public folder, as shown in Figure 3-19. Depending on how the .Mac member has configured their settings, the Public folder will either be read-only or read-write. If the Public folder is read-only, you can download files from the iDisk by dragging them to your Desktop or to another Finder window, but you cannot upload files to the member’s iDisk. If the member’s Public folder has read-write privileges, you can download and upload files to their iDisk.
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Figure 3-18. Connecting to an iDisk Public folder.



Figure 3-19. The view of my iDisk’s Public folder.



By default, all iDisk Public folders are read-only; the .Mac member must enable readwrite access in the iDisk preference pane (System Preferences ➝ .Mac ➝ iDisk) or with the iDisk Utility. Unfortunately, there is no way for you to find out whether a Public folder is readonly or read-write; you’ll have to obtain this information from the .Mac member before you connect. To unmount an iDisk Public folder from Goliath, simply close the window with c-W.



The iDisk Utility For managing your iDisk or gaining access to another .Mac member’s Public folder, Apple has provided a small application called the iDisk Utility. The iDisk Utility can be downloaded from your iDisk (/Software/Apple Software/iDisk Utility or /Software/ Members Only/dotMac Software/iDisk Utility) and is also available on the CD that came with the boxed .Mac membership sold in stores. With Mac OS X Panther, the iDisk Utility really isn’t necessary because you can use the Go ➝ iDisk menu to mount iDisks and Public folders, and the iDisk preference pane (System Preferences ➝ .Mac ➝ iDisk) actually works for setting and changing the password for your iDisk’s Public folder.
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But What if I’m on a Windows System? If you’re using a PC running Windows XP and need to connect to an iDisk, Apple has ported the iDisk Utility to run on your system. For information on how to obtain, install, and use the iDisk Utility for Windows XP, see Appendix C. If you are using Windows 98 or Windows 2000, there isn’t a separate iDisk Utility for your system; however, Apple provides the following instructions for mounting an iDisk on these systems: • If you’re using Windows 2000, open My Computer, select Map Network Drive from the Tools menu, and then click “Web folder or FTP site.” Enter the following as the location to add: http://idisk.mac.com/membername (where membername is your .Mac member name). Use your .Mac member name and password for authentication. • If you’re using Windows 98, open My Computer, double-click the Web Folders icon, and then double-click Add Web Folder. Enter the following as the location to add: http://idisk.mac.com/membername (where membername is your .Mac member name). Use your .Mac member name and password for authentication. Unfortunately, if you are using Windows 95 or Windows ME, you cannot mount an iDisk on your computer.



That said, the iDisk Utility does have some nice features, so rather than spending a lot of time talking about how to use it, we’ll just show off what’s best about it. If you find yourself using the iDisk Utility frequently, you should consider adding it to your Dock by dragging its icon there from the Finder.



Installing the iDisk Utility To install the iDisk Utility, follow these steps: 1. Drag the iDisk_Utility.dmg file to your Desktop 2. Double-click on the disk image to mount it on your computer 3. Double-click on the iDisk_Utility.pkg to start the installation process; just follow along through the installation screens and enter your password when prompted to complete the install The iDisk Utility will be installed in the Utilities folder (/Applications/Utilities) on your Mac. After it has successfully installed, unmount the disk image and drag the iDisk_Utility.dmg file to the Trash.



Using the iDisk Utility To launch the iDisk Utility, make your way to the Utilities folder in the Finder (or use the keyboard shortcut Shift-c-U), and then double-click on the iDisk Utility. As you can see from Figure 3-20, the iDisk Utility has a fairly simple interface. 64 |
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Figure 3-20. The iDisk Utility’s Open Public Folder view.



Along the top of the iDisk Utility’s window is a toolbar with a series of selfexplanatory icons used for gaining access to or managing an iDisk. Each button changes the iDisk Utility’s view, similar to how clicking on an icon in the System Preferences application will take you to one of the various panels for configuring your system. The four views of the iDisk Utility are described in the following sections.



Open Public Folder When you launch iDisk Utility, the application starts at the Open Public Folder view. This view, shown in Figure 3-20, is used when you want to connect to another .Mac member’s Public folder. One thing to keep in mind is that, by default, all iDisk Public folders are read-only. This means that you can only view its contents and retrieve items stored in another member’s Public folder. You cannot place items in another member’s Public folder unless they specifically change its settings to read-write in the iDisk preference pane (System Preferences ➝ .Mac ➝ iDisk) or within the iDisk Utility’s Public Folder Access view, described later. To mount another member’s Public folder, simply enter their .Mac member name in the text field and click on the Open button. After a short while (depending on the speed of your Internet connection), the member’s Public folder will mount on your Desktop and appear in the Finder’s Sidebar, as shown in Figure 3-21. One handy feature of the iDisk Utility is that it keeps track of the last five Public folders you’ve mounted, as shown in Figure 3-22. The next time you need to access someone’s Public folder, all you need to do is click on the pull-down menu, select the name, and then click on the Open button.
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Figure 3-21. When mounted, .Mac Public folders appear at the top part of the Finder’s Sidebar.



Figure 3-22. The iDisk Utility maintains a listing of recently accessed Public folders for quick access.
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If a .Mac member has their Public folder password-protected, you will be prompted to enter a password, as shown in Figure 3-23. If the password you enter is incorrect, you will be prompted to retry the password again until you get it right. (There is no cut-off on the number of times you can try entering a password to gain access to a password-protected Public folder.)



Figure 3-23. If you run across a Public folder that’s password-protected, the iDisk Utility prompts you for the passwords.



Open iDisk The Open iDisk view, shown in Figure 3-24, can be used to open any .Mac member’s iDisk. The only rule that applies is that you need to know both the .Mac member name and the password. By default, the iDisk Utility enters the .Mac member name and password it finds in the .Mac preference panel (System Preferences ➝ .Mac). However, you don’t really need this view to open your iDisk, since you can quickly mount it by clicking on the iDisk icon in the Finder’s Sidebar or by pressing the keyboard shortcut, Shift-c-I. You don’t need to have a Finder window open to do this. You can click once on the Desktop (say, on either side of the Dock), and then issue the keyboard shortcut to mount your iDisk (Shift-c-I).



Public folder access As mentioned earlier, the tabbed iDisk pane of the Internet preferences panel (System Preferences ➝ .Mac ➝ iDisk) lets you set the access privileges for your iDisk’s Public folder. However, you can also use the iDisk Utility’s Public Folder Access view, shown in Figure 3-25.
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Figure 3-24. The iDisk Utility’s Open iDisk view.



Figure 3-25. The iDisk Utility’s Public Folder Access view lets you set the access privileges of your iDisk’s Public folder.



iDisk storage The iDisk Storage view of the iDisk Utility, shown in Figure 3-26, is very similar to the top portion of the iDisk preferences pane (System Preferences ➝ .Mac ➝ iDisk).
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Figure 3-26. The iDisk Storage view of the iDisk Utility.



The iDisk Storage view shows how much space is used/available on your iDisk. This view also has a Buy More button that, when clicked, takes you to a link on Apple’s site to purchase additional storage space for your iDisk. When you click on the Buy More button, it opens the page http://www.apple.com/mac/redirects/idiskutility/ buystorage, in your default web browser. This in turn takes you to a .Mac login page (shown in Figure 2-3). After logging in, you’ll find yourself at the Add Storage page, from which you can purchase additional Email and iDisk storage space. For more information about purchasing additional iDisk space, see Chapter 1.



iDisk Synchronization One of the features added to Mac OS X Panther is iDisk synchronization, which allows you to keep a copy of everything that you’ve stored on your iDisk on your Mac. This includes your .Mac HomePage, any Photo Albums you’ve created with iPhoto or the HomePage tools, and anything else you’ve uploaded to your iDisk. The only rule that applies here is that you need to reserve as much drive space as your iDisk can handle. So, with the basic .Mac membership, you will need at least 100 MB of spare drive space to sync your iDisk. The items in the Backup, Library, and Software folders will not be synchronized to your Mac; these items remain on your iDisk.
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Reasons you should consider enabling iDisk synchronization include: • By having a local copy, you can back up the data on your iDisk using the Backup application. • If you tend to work offline, you can copy files to your local iDisk, and then synchronize your local copy with your real iDisk the next time you go online. • So you can save files directly from an application to your iDisk without first having to mount it. To enable iDisk synchronization, open the iDisk preference pane (System Preferences ➝ .Mac ➝ iDisk), and click on the checkbox next to “Create a local copy of your iDisk”, as shown in Figure 3-27.



Figure 3-27. Click on the checkbox in the iDisk preference pane to create a local copy of your iDisk.



Automatic or Manual iDisk Syncing? In looking at Figure 3-27, you’ll notice that there are two options for synchronization: Automatically (the default) and Manually. If you have iDisk synchronization set to Automatically, your local iDisk will sync with your online iDisk any time you make a change to the contents of the local copy. For example, if you drag a couple image files to the Pictures folder on your local iDisk, as soon as the save is complete,
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your iDisks will synchronize, making the images available from your iDisk’s Picture folder. If you set your iDisk synchronization to Manually, you can add and remove files or add and remove subdirectories to the existing folders as much as you want. However, in order to synchronize the local copy with your iDisk on Apple’s servers, you will need to manually click on the button next to the iDisk name in the Finder’s Sidebar (see Figure 3-28), or Control-click on the iDisk icon on your Desktop and select Sync Now from the contextual menu (shown in Figure 3-29).



Figure 3-28. To manually synchronize your iDisk, click on the sync icon to the right of the iDisk in the Finder’s Sidebar, or...



If you look closely at the sync icon in Figure 3-28, you’ll see that it has a small dot in the center of it. This dot is an indicator to let you know that you have set iDisk synchronization to Manually in the iDisk preference pane.



Synchronizing the iDisks After you enable iDisk synchronization, you’ll notice that nothing happens right away. However, if you have left synchronization set to Automatically, the second you click on the .Mac tab or close the System Preferences window, your iDisk will start to synchronize with your Mac. You’ll know the synchronization is taking place because the alert window shown in Figure 3-30 appears. iDisk Synchronization | This is the Title of the Book, eMatter Edition Copyright © 2004 O’Reilly & Associates, Inc. All rights reserved.
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Figure 3-29. ...Control-click on the iDisk icon on your Desktop and select Sync Now from the contextual menu.



Figure 3-30. iDisk synchronization begins.



When the synchronization process begins, you’ll see an iDisk icon appear on your Desktop, with just the plain name of “iDisk”, as shown to the right of Figure 3-31.
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Figure 3-31. Your local iDisk, simply named iDisk, is created on your Desktop, while the progress meter keeps track of what’s being synced.



The progress meter lets you know how far along you are in the synchronization process, while messages appear below the progress meter to let you know: • How many files there are to synchronize • How many files have been synchronized • The name of the file currently being transferred When your iDisk has finished synchronizing, the window shown in Figure 3-32 appears to let you know that everything transferred okay.



Figure 3-32. Look to the right of the iDisk name for the synchronization icon.



Now that your iDisk has successfully synchronized to your Desktop, you’ll notice a couple of changes in the Finder. First off, when you open a Finder window, you’ll see a little synchronization icon to the right of the iDisk in the Finder’s Sidebar, as
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shown in Figure 3-33. Also, when you select the iDisk in the Sidebar, you’ll see a message along the bottom of the Finder window, telling you when the last synchronization took place. The iDisk icon and the Synchronization icon



A message at the bottom of the Finder window tells you how much space is available on your iDisk and the date and time it was last synchronized



Figure 3-33. Look to the right of the iDisk name for the synchronization icon.



There are a couple ways you can synchronize your iDisk, but a lot of this depends on how you set up synchronization in the first place. Whenever you synchronize your iDisk, the sync icon rotates until the synchronization has completed, and the message at the bottom of the window changes to a progress meter, as shown in Figure 3-34. If you have iDisk synchronization set to
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Automatically, the sync icon will spin periodically, or when you save something new to your local iDisk, to ensure your iDisks are in sync.



Figure 3-34. When synchronizing, a progress meter appears at the bottom of the Finder window.



Turning off iDisk Synchronization If you later decide that you don’t want iDisk synchronization, you can always turn it off by going back to the iDisk preference pane and unchecking the checkbox next to “Create a local copy of your iDisk”. When you go to close the System Preferences window (or click on the .Mac tab or any of the icons in System Preferences’ toolbar), the alert sheet shown in Figure 3-35 appears. Just click on the “Turn off local iDisk” button if you really want to disable iDisk synchronization. When you do, the iDisk folder that was on your Desktop gets converted to a disk image named “Previous local iDisk for membername.dmg” (for
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Figure 3-35. Turning off iDisk synchronization.



example, mine would be named “Previous local iDisk for chuckdude.dmg”). You can do one of two things with this: burn it to CD and then dump it to trash, or just dump it to trash; either way, you’ll get some disk space back.
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