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IMMIGRATION AND SETTLEMENT Ressources Historical Statistics, Bureau of the Census http://www.census.gov/population/www/censusdata/hiscendata.html Historical Census browser, University of Virginia Library http://fisher.lib.virginia.edu/collections/stats/histcensus/ Key Dates and Landmarks in United States Immigration History (Harvard University Library) http://ocp.hul.harvard.edu/immigration/dates.html Immigration, Library of Congress http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/presentationsandactivities/presentations/immigration/introduction.html African Immigration to Colonial America by Ira Berlin, History Now http://www.historynow.org/03_2005/historian3.html Colonial Immigration: An Overview http://www.suite101.com/article.cfm/colonial_america_retired/32260/1



1.



The Colonial Period to 1820



Document 1: "Englishmen hunting in Virginia," Theodor de Bry. Grands Voyages. part 10. (oppenheim, 1616). 1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6.



What kind of a document is it and what is the function? Illustration in a travel book. Its function is to present but also promote Virginia to encourage people to move there. How is the aim reached? By presenting Virginia as a kind of "no work required" land of milk and honey. Do you think people were convinced? Yes, since many people actually moved to Virginia in search of a better life. When did people start moving to Virginia and from where? 1607; beginning of the settlement by the English Do you think the image of Virginia conveyed by the document is true to reality? No. Life in Virginia was hard. Opportunities for a better life existed but required hard work. What was the main motivation that pushed people to move to America? Poverty and the hope for a better life



Document 2: "The First Thanksgiving at Plymouth" (1914) By Jennie A. Brownscombe Jennie Brownscombe’s popular interpretation of the First Thanksgiving has become a symbol of the holiday for many Americans. It reached a wide audience and influenced the national understanding when it was printed in Life magazine. Painting during the "Colonial Revival Period," Brownscombe chose some details that are inconsistent with history (such as the log cabin and the Sioux feather headdress) to symbolize early America. The entire image, however, with its elements of religious solemnity, feasting and community has a strong emotional appeal even today and shows a Thanksgiving with which early twentieth century Americans would feel comfortable. 1. What does this painting represent? The feast organized by the first Puritans after some of them survived their first winter in and had their first successful harvest. This successful harvest was due in part part to the help and advice that the Puritans received from the local Native Americans. 2. Where did these immigrants to America come from? From England 3. When did they arrive? 1620 4. Where did they settle? Plymouth Plantation, Massachusetts (New England) 5. What was the main motivation to move to America? Religious freedom



Document 3: Sugar mill, West Indies. Reproduced from: Charles de Rochefort. Histoire naturelle et morale des iles Antilles de l'Amerique. Rotterdam, A. Leers, 1665. 1. 2. 3. 4.



What does this engraving represent? Slaves working in a sugar factory Where did these people come from? Africa. Often in early years from the Caribbean to southern English colonies How did they arrive in America? Transported by force Which regions of America was it typical of?
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islands, southern English colonies (Virginia, Maryland, the Carolinas, Georgia), South America (Brazil): regions where the main economic activity was the export of agricultural products (sugar, tobacco, rice, indigo) produced in plantations through the use of forced labour.



Document 4: Hector St. John de Crèvecoeur, Letters from an American Farmer, 1782 1.



What are the negative factors that pushed people to leave Europe? In Europe: poverty, no land available, exploitation by the nobility and the clergy, oppressive social and political system 2. Where did Americans come from? From everywhere in northern and western Europe: Britain, the Netherlands, France, Germany, Scandinavia… This diversity seemed striking to Crèvecoeur. 3. Was the promise that attracted Europeans to America kept? According to Crèvecoeur, it was. Enthusiastic presentation of America as a land of plenty where poor and oppressed Europeans can reach their full potential, where they will live confortably and escape hunger and oppression. Place where the immigrant can keep the product of his own labor. These new living and working conditions, according the Crèvecoeur, turned the European immigrant into “a new man” – Homo Americanus



Document 5: Gottlieb Mittelberger, A German Migrant in Philadelphia, 1750 1.



2. 3.



4.



Which European people is this text aimed at? Mittelberger was himself a German immigrant to Pennsylvania and wrote for fellow Germans tempted by immigration to America (they mostly went to Pennsylvania and New York) What are the factors that attracted Europeans to America? Poverty and the hope of a more prosperous life in America. Hope that in America life will be easier and more confortable Was the promise kept? Accordingly to Mittelberger, no. Heinsists on the harshness of life in America. Hard work in a hot environment. Ruthless exploitation of the immigrants. No freedom. What is the function of this text? To warn his fellow Germans not to believe the false tales they are told about how easy it is to prosper in America. Germans are much better off staying in their own country. Those who believe that “roasted pigeons will fly into their mouths in America or Pennsylvania without their working for them” are fools.



Conclusion Immigration to America before the 1820s was small and the population grew mainly thanks to natural increase. People came mainly from North-western Europe and Western Africa (forced immigration). The following table provides estimates of the countries of origin for new arrivals to the United States before 1790. The ancestry of the 3.9 million populations in 1790 has been estimated by sampling last names in the 1790 census and assigning them a country of origin. The regions marked with an asterisk were part of the British Isles. The Irish in the 1790 census were mostly Scot Irish from Ulster. The French were mostly Huguenots. The total U.S. Catholic population in 1790 was probably less than 5%. The Indian population inside territorial U.S. 1790 boundaries was less than 100,000.



Origins of immigrants before 1790 Country



Immigrants before 1790



Population 1790



Africa



360,000



757,000



England*



230,000



2,100,000



Ulster Scot-Irish*



135,000



300,000



Germany



103,000



270,000



Scotland*



48,500



150,000



Ireland*



8,000



(Incl. in Scot-Irish)



Netherlands



6,000



100,000



Wales*



4,000



10,000



France



3,000



15,000



Jews



1,000



2,000



Sweden



500



2,000



Other



50,000



200,000



British total



425,500



2,560,000



Total



950,000



3,900,000
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The total white population in 1790 was about 80% British ancestry and roughly doubled by natural increase every 25 years. After approximately 1675, the native born population of the U.S. never fell below 85% of the population. In the early years of the American Republic, immigration was only about 6,000 people a year on average, including French refugees from the slave revolt in Haiti. The French Revolution, started in 1789, and the Napoleonic Wars from 1792 to 1814 severely limited immigration from Europe. The War of 1812 (1812-1814) with Britain again prevented any significant immigration. By 1808, Congress had banned the importation of slaves, slowing human traffic to a trickle. The foreign-born population in the U.S. likely reached its minimum around 1815, at approximately 100,000 or 1.4% of the population.



2.



From the early 19th century to the 1860s



Document 6: Immigration Statistics, 1820s to 1860s 1.



When did immigration start to increase and in what proportions? Increase between 1820 and 1830. From about 8,385 in 1820 to 23,322 in 1830 (multiplied by 3). Then acceleration: 84,066 in 1840 (x 4), 369,980 in 1850 (x 4). 2. What were the main countries of origin of the immigrants? Ireland about 1.7 million // Germany about 1.4 million // Britain about 360,000 3. What was the main port of entry? New York 4. Do you know the reasons why immigration increased so much? Ireland: poverty, Potato famine; Germany: poverty, famine and political instability especially after 1848 (failed revolutions in central Europe); England: poverty, industrial revolution, enclosures



Document 7: Declaration of Principles of the Native American Convention, 1845. 1.



What are the factors that limited immigration in the past (until the 1820s)? Wars in Europe = little population surplus; costly ocean transportation; lack of attractiveness of America 2. What are the factors that increased immigration after the 1820s? End of European wars; cheaper ocean transportation; promise of citizenship in America (?) 3. What are the factors that make the immigration potentially so harmful to the US, according to the Nativists? “rapid and enormous increase of the body of residents of foreign birth”: Estimates : 1830 200,000 foreign born = 1.6% of total population 1840 800,000 foreign born = 4.7% of total population 1850 2,244,000 foreign born = 9.7% of total population “imbued with foreign feelings, and of an ignorant and immoral character”: Immigrants overwhelming came from Ireland (Catholics) and Germany: perceived by the Nativists as mentally and physically inferior to older immigrants. Strong anti-Catholic feeling. “who receive, under the present lax and unreasonable laws of naturalization, the elective franchise and the right of eligibility to political office”: key argument of the Nativists. What makes immigration especially dangerous is not so much the number of immigrants or their origins, but the fact that they are allowed to participate in the political life of the country and thereby modify its institution and its society. 4. Sum up the characteristics of the immigrants who came before the 1820s. Victims of political oppression / active and intelligent mercantile adventurers / slender representation of the best classes / familiar with self-government 5. Where did they come from? Mainly Britain (hence the myth that they were educated in the practise of self-government) 6. Do you think this is a realistic assessment? No. This is an overoptimistic view of the pre-1820 immigrants. In fact they were mostly driven by poverty and were uneducated and exploited 7. What are the characteristics of immigrants since the 1820s? Lack of morality; vice; ignorance… 8. Where did they come from? Mostly Ireland and Germany. Hence the underlying argument that they lacked the centuries of experience in self-rule and are a threat to a democratic society. 9. Do you think this is a realistic assessment? No. This is a very prejudiced, extremely gloomy description of the US as “the lazar house and penal colony of Europe” 10. What is the great danger that those immigrants represent, according to the Nativists? Because they lack political education and are not familiar with democratic institutions, there is a fear that they will be clay in the hands of demagogues. This was, to a certain extent, a fear grounded in reality. For many years, reliance on the Irish vote sustained the corrupted democratic administration in New York’s City Hall (Tammany Hall)



Conclusion After 1820, immigration gradually increased. For the first time, federal records, including ship passenger lists, were kept for immigration. Total immigration for 1820 was 8,385, gradually building to 23,322 in 1830 with 143,000 total immigrating during the intervening decade. From 1831 to 1840, immigration increased greatly, to 599,000 total, as 207,000 Irish - even before the Irish Potato Famine (1845-1849) - started to emigrate in large numbers as Britain eased travel restrictions. 152,000 Germans, 76,000
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British, and 46,000 French formed the next largest immigrant groups in that decade. From 1841 to 1850, immigration exploded to 1,713,000 total immigrants as at least 781,000 Irish, with the famine of 1845-1849 driving them, fled their homeland to escape poverty and death. The British, attempting to divert some of this traffic to help settle Canada, offered bargain fares of 15 shillings, instead of the normal 5 pounds (100 shillings) for transit to Canada. Thousands of poor Irish took advantage of this offer, and headed to Canada on what came to be called the "coffin ships" because of their high death rates. Once in Canada, many Irish walked across the border or caught an intercoastal freighter to the nearest major city in the United States - usually Boston or New York. Bad potato crops and failed revolutions struck the heart of Europe in 1848, contributing to the decade's total of 435,000 Germans, 267,000 British and 77,000 French immigrants. Bad times in Europe drove people out; land, relatives, freedom, opportunity and jobs in America lured them in. The census of 1850 was the first census in which place of birth was asked; it revealed that about 10% of the American population was foreign-born. The massive arrival of immigrants, and the fact that so many of them were Irish and German Catholics, provoked an antiimmigrant feeling that led to the creation of Nativist groups and the foundation of the American Party (Know Nothing Party) that played a significant role in American history in the 1850s. More on Nativists and the American Party: http://americanhistory.suite101.com/article.cfm/the_know_nothing_party_in_1854_and_1856



3.



From the 1870s to the 1920s



Document 8: Statistics, 1870-1920 Comment the statistics in terms of number of immigrants and countries of origins. Try to define what the major trends were for the period 1870 -1920



Document 9: Ellis Island http://www.ellisisland.org/genealogy/ellis_island_history.asp 1. What is Ellis Island? When and why was it built? 2. Were all passengers who arrived in New York treated the same? 3. What happened to the immigrants in Ellis Island? 4. Was Island an “island of Tears”? 5. When was Ellis most heavily used?



Document 10: “Shut the Door”: A Senator Speaks for Immigration Restriction 1. 2.



List the arguments used by Senator Smith to support the Quota Law of 1924. What was Senator Smith’s preferred solution to the problem of immigration? At the turn of the 20th century, unprecedented levels of immigration from Southern and Eastern Europe to the United States aroused public support for restrictive immigration laws. After World War I, which temporarily slowed immigration levels, antiimmigration sentiment rose again. Congress passed the Quota Act of 1921, limiting entrants from each nation to 3 percent of that nationality’s presence in the U.S. population as recorded by the 1910 census. As a result, immigration from Southern and Eastern Europe dropped to less than one-quarter of pre-World War I levels. Even more restrictive was the Immigration Act of 1924 (JohnsonReed Act) that shaped American immigration policy until the 1960s. During congressional debate over the 1924 Act, Senator Ellison DuRant Smith of South Carolina drew on the racist theories of Madison Grant to argue that immigration restriction was the only way to preserve existing American resources. Although blatant racists like Smith were in the minority in the Senate, almost all senators supported restriction, and the Johnson-Reed bill passed with only six dissenting votes. From the very beginning of the mass migration that spanned the years (roughly) 1880 to 1924, an increasingly vociferous group of politicians and nativists demanded increased restrictions on immigration. Laws and regulations such as the Chinese Exclusion Act, the Alien Contract Labor Law and the institution of a literacy test barely stemmed this flood tide of new immigrants. Actually, the death knell for Ellis Island, as a major entry point for new immigrants, began to toll in 1921. It reached a crescendo between 1921 with the passage of the Quota Laws and 1924 with the passage of the National Origins Act. These restrictions were based upon a percentage system according to the number of ethnic groups already living in the United States as per the 1890 and 1910 Census. It was an attempt to preserve the ethnic flavor of the "old immigrants", those earlier settlers primarily from Northern and Western Europe. The perception existed that the newly arriving immigrants mostly from southern and eastern Europe were somehow inferior to those who arrived earlier. http://www.ellisisland.org/genealogy/ellis_island_history.asp



4.



From the 1960s to the present time



Document 11: Immigration statistics, 1960-2007 Comment the statistics in terms of number of immigrants and countries of origins. Try to define what the major trends were for the period 1960 -2007



Document 12: Immigration Acts, 1965 and 1990 Sources: Center for Immigration Studies, Three Decades of Mass Immigration: The Legacy of the 1965 Immigration Act, September 1995 http://www.cis.org/articles/1995/back395.html Marie-Christine Pauwels, Civilisation des États-Unis, p. 45 1. What was the key change introduced by the 1965 Act, compared to the system of quotas established in 1921-1924? 2. What was the central principle of the 1965 law?
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What was the potential consequence? What is the new trend set by the 1990 Act? Why was such a measure considered necessary?



More on the Immigration Acts of 1965 and 1990 Legal Immigration to the United States by Decade and Region, 1941–2000 (in millions) %



%



%



%



Decade



Number



Europe



Asia



Americas



Other



1941–1950



1.0



60.0%



3.6%



34.3%



2.1%



1951–1960



2.5



52.7%



6.1%



39.7%



1.5%



1961–1970



3.3



33.8%



12.9%



51.7%



1.6%



1971–1980



4.5



17.8%



35.3%



44.1%



2.8%



1981–1990



7.3



10.4%



37.3%



49.3%



3.0%



1991–2000 http://www.encyclopedia.com/doc/1G2-3401801990.html



c. 9.6



15.9%



31.3%



48.8%



4.0%



1965 Immigration Law Changed the Face of America, by Jennifer Ludden - Special report from NPR.org, with audio, text, and links to related stories (May 2006) http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=5391395 “While maintaining the strong orientation toward family reunification that characterized the 1965 Amendments, the new law accommodates more skill-based immigrants, and it provides for more source-country diversity. Prior to the 1990 Act, 54,000 visas were available for occupation-based immigrants. The new law allows up to 140,000 employment-based visas and also places more emphasis on skilled migrants within this category. The so called "diversity" immigration allocation was made available for the first time by the 1990 Act (although a relatively small number of diversity visas were allocated by means of a lottery before the new law took effect). The diversity immigrant allocations are designed to facilitate the entry of potential migrants from countries adversely affected by the 1965 law. Effective in 1995, the diversity quota is 55,000. These 55,000 visas are to be allocated to natives of a country that has sent fewer than 50,000 immigrants to the United States over the previous five years. No single country may receive more than 7 percent (3,850) of the number available worldwide. To be eligible for a diversity visa, a prospective immigrant must have at least a high school education or its equivalent and at least two years of work experience in an occupation that requires at least two years of training or experience. Diversity immigrants are therefore a kind of occupational immigrant. (…) the Immigration Act of 1990 appears clearly to have had the effect of boosting employment-related immigration, which was one of the major objectives of the new law.” The impact of the Immigration Act of 1990 on U.S. Immigration Michael J. Greenwood and Fred A. Ziel http://migration.ucdavis.edu/mn/cir/Greenwood/combined.htm



Document 13: Rio Grande Midwives Deliver Citizenship Los Angeles Times, June 13, 1995 1. What is a partera? 2. In which area of Texas are they particularly active and why? 3. What are they so useful? What makes it possible for them to practice? 4. Why do they exist in Texas and not in California? 5. What are women’s reasons for going to a partera? 6. What is the more general issue illustrated by this article? Illegal Immigration http://www.usimmigrationsupport.org/illegal_immigration.html Illegal Immigration from Mexico http://www.usimmigrationsupport.org/illegal_immigration_mexico.html A bad sign - illegal immigrants are leaving. Boston Globe, September 6, 2009 http://www.boston.com/bostonglobe/editorial_opinion/oped/articles/2009/09/06/a_bad_sign___illegal_immigrants_are_leaving/ A Shifting Tide: Recent Trends in the Illegal Immigrant Population. Steven A. Camarota and Karen Jensenius. Center for Immigration Studies, July 2009. http://cis.org/IllegalImmigration-ShiftingTide Reforming the Management of Migration Flows from Latin America to the United States. December 15, 2008 .Wayne Cornelius, Center for Comparative Immigration Studies, UC San Diego http://ccis.ucsd.edu/2008/12/reforming-the-management-of-migration-flows-from-latin-america-to-the-united-states-workingpaper-170/
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