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THOUGHTS AND DETAILS ON



ORIGINALLY PRE$£NTJEÜ T



tremely meliorated, if more and better food is any ftandard o f melioration.



T hey work more, it is



certain ; but they have the advantage of their aug mented labour i yet whether that increafe o f labour be on the whole a good or an evil, is a confideration that would lead us'a great way, and is not for my prefent purpofe. But as to the fadt o f the melio ration o f their diet, I (hall enter into the detail o f proof whenever I am called upon : in the mean time, the known difficulty o f contenting them with any thing but bread made o f the fineft flour, and meat o f the firft quality, is proof fufficient. I further aflert, that even under all the hardfhips o f the laft year, the labouring people did, either out o f their diredt gains, or from charily, (which it feems is now an infult to them) in fadt, l/' fare better than they d id ,.in feafons o f common plenty, 50 or 60 years ago ; or even at the period o f my Englifh obfervation, which is about 44 years. I even aflert, that full as many in rhat clafs, as ever were known to do it before, continued to fave money ; and this I can prove, fo far as my own information and experience extend. It is not true that the rate of wages has not encreafed with the nominal price of provifions. 1 al low it has not flùdtijated with that price, nor ought it; and the Squires o f Norfolk had dined, when they



(



«



)



they gave it as their opinion, that it might or ought 1/ to rife and fall with the market o f provifions. T he rate o f wages in truth has no direct relation to that price. Labour is a commodity like every other, and rifes or falls according to the demand. This is iq the nature of things ; however, the nature o f things has provided for their neceffities. W ages have been twice raifed in my time, and they bear a full proportion, or even a greater than formerly, to the medium o f provifion during the laft bad cycle o f twenty years. T h ey bear a full proportion to the refult of their labour, I f we were wildly to . attempt to force them beyond it, the ftone which we had forced up the hill would only fall back upon them in a dimiqifhed demand, or, what in deed is the far Idler evil, an aggravated price o f all the provifioqs, which are the refult o f their manual toil. There is an implied contrad, much ftronger than any infiniment or article o f agreement, be tween the labourer in any occupation and his em ployer— that the labour, fo far as that labour is concerned, fhall be fufficient to pay to the em ployer a profit on his capital, and a compenfation for his rifk ; in a word, that the labour (hall pro duce an advantage equal to the payment. W hat ever is above that, is a dired tax -, and if the amount



( 7



)



atttouht o f that tax be left to the will and pleafufe o f another, it is an arbitrary tax. I f I underftand it rightly, the tax propofed on the farming intereft o f this kingdom, is to be le vied at what is called the difcretion o f juftices o f peace. The queftions arifing on this fcheme o f arbi trary taxation are thefe— Whether it is better to leave all dealing, in which there is no force or fraud, collufion or combination, entirely to the perfons mutually concerned in the matter con tracted for i or to put the contract into the hands o f thofe, who can have none, or a very remote iné tereft in it, and little or no knowledge o f the fubjeCt. It might be imagined that there would be very little difficulty in folving this queftion ; for what man, o f any degree o f reflection, can think, that a want o f intereft in any fubjeCt clofely connected with a want of (kill in it, qualifies a perfon to intermeddle in any the leaft affair ; much lefs in affairs that vi tally concern the agriculture o f the kingdom, the firft o f all it’s concerns, and the foundation o f all it’s profperity in every other matter, by which that profperity is produced ? The
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)



T he vulgar error on this fubjeéfc arifes from a to tal confulion in the very idea o f things widely dif ferent in themfelves ;— thofe o f convention, and thole o f judicature. W hen a contract is making, it is a matter o f difcretion and o f intereft between the parties. In that intercourfe; and in what is to arife from it, the parties are the matters. I f they are not completely fo, they are not free, and there fore their contrats are void. But this freedom has no farther extent, when the contract is made; then their difcretionary powers expire, and a new order o f things takes it’s origin. Then, and not till then, and on a difference be tween the parties, the office o f the judge com mences. H e cannot didate the contrad. It is his bufinefs to fee that it be enforced. ; provided that it is not contrary to pre-exifting laws, or ob tained by force or fraud. If he is in any way a maker or regulator o f the contrad, in fo much he is difqualified from being a judge. But this fort of confufed diftribution of adminittrative and judicial charaders, (of which we have already as much as is fufficient, and a little more) is not the only per plexity o f notions and paffions which trouble us in the prefent hour. W hat is doing, fuppofes or pretends that the far mer



( 9 ) hier iand the labourer have oppofite interests;— that the farmer oppreffes the labourer j and that a gen tleman called a juftice o f peace, is the protestor o f the latter, and a eontroul and restraint on the for mer; and this is a point I with to examine in a manner a good deal different from that in which gentlemen proceed, who confide more in thejr abi lities than is fit, and fuppofe them capable o f more than any natural abilities, fed with no other than the provender furnished by their own private fpeculations, can accomplish. Legislative aCts, at tempting to regulate this part o f cecortomy, do, at leaft, as much as any other, require the exaCteft de tail 6 f circumstances, guided by the fureft general principles that are neceffary to direCt experiment and enquiry, in order again from thofe details to elicit principles, firm and luminous general prin ciples, to direct a practical legislative proceeding. FirSt, then, Î deny that it is in this cafe, as in any other o f neceffary implication, that contracting parties Should originally have had different inte rests. By accident it may be fo undoubtedly at the oiitfet ; but then the contract is of the nature o f a compromife; and compromife is founded on cir cumstances that fuppofe it the intereft of the par ties to be reconciled in fome medium. T he psj® ciple of compromife adopted, o f confequence the . interefts ceafe to be different. B



But



( 10 ) But in the cafe o f the farmer and the labourer^ thtfir interefts are always the fame, and it is abfolutely impoffible that their free contracts can be onerous to either party. It is the intereft o f the farmer, that his work fhould be done with effect and celerity : and that cannot be, unlefs the la bourer is well fed, and otherwife found with fuch necefiaries o f animal life, according to it’s habi tudes, as may keep the body in full force, and the mind gay and cheerful. F or of all the inftruments o f his trade, the labour o f ,man (what the ancient writers have called the injlrumentum. vocale) is that on which he is moft to rely for the re-payment o hss capital. T h e other two, the femivocale in the ancient claffification, that is, the working flock o f cattle, and the injlrumentum mutum, fuch as carts, ploughs, fpades, and fo forth^ though not all inconfiderable in themfelVes, are very much inferiour in utility or in expence j and without a given por tion o f the firft, are nothing at all. For in all things whatever, the mind is the moft valuable and the moft important ; and in this fcale the whole ‘ o f agriculture is in a natural and juft order ; the beaft is as an informing principle to the plough and cart; the labourer is as reafon to the'beaft; and farmer is as a thinking and prefiding principle to the labourer. An attempt to break this chain * o f fubordi nation in any part is equally abfurd ; but the abfurdity is the moft mifehievous in prac tical



(



11 )



deal operation, where it is the moll eafy, that is, where it is the moft fubjed to an erroneous ju d g  ment. It is plainly more the farmer's intereft that his men Ihould thrive, than that his horfes Ihould be well fed, fleek, plump, and fit for ufe, or th,an that his waggon and ploughs Ihould be ftrong,-in good repair, and fit for fervicç. On the other hand, if the farmer ceafes to profit o f the labourer, and that his capital is not continu ally manured and frudified, it is impolfible that he Ihould continue that abundant nutriment, and cloathing, and lodging, proper for the protection p f the inftruments he employs It is therefore the firft and fundamental intereft o f the labourer, that the farmer Ihould have a full incoming profit on the produd o f his labour. T he propofition is felf-evident, and nothing but the ma lignity, perverfenefs, and ill-governed pallions o f mankind, and particularly the envy they bear to each other’s profperity, could prevent their feeing find acknowledging it, with tbankfulnefs to the be. nign and "wife difpoler o f all things, who obliges men, whether they will or nor, in purfuing their own felfilh interdis, to conned the general good with their own individual fuccefs. B %
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But who are to judge what that profit and ad» vantage ought to be? certainJy no authority on earth. It is- a matter o f convention dictated by the reciprocal conveniences o f the parties, and in deed by their reciprocal necefiities.— But, if the farmer is exceffively avaricious ?— why fo much the better— the more he defires to increafe his gains, the more interefted is he ip the good condi tion o f thofe, upon whofe labour his gains muft principally depend, I fhall be told by the zealots o f the feft o f re gulation, that this may be true, and may be fafely committed to the convention o f the farmer and the labourer, when the latter is in the prime o f his youth, pnd at the time o f his health and vigour, pnd in ordinary times of abundance. But in calamisous feafons, under accidental illnefs, in declin ing life, and with the prefiure o f a numerous offfpring, the future nourifhers o f the community but the prefent drains and blood-fuçkers of thofe who produce them, what is to be done ? W hen a man cannot live and maintain his family by the natural hire o f his labour, ought it not to be raifed by au thority ? On this head I muft be allowed to fubmit, what my opinions have ever been; and fomewhat at large, *



A h d,



(



13



)



A n d , firft, I premife that labour is, as I have al ready intimated, a commodity, and as fuch, an ar ticle o f trade.



If I am right in this notion, then :



labour muft be fubjeft to all the laws and princi ples o f trade,and not to regulations foreign to them, and that may be totally inconfiftent with thofe prin ciples and thofe laws. W hen any commodity is carried to market, it is not the neceffity o f the vender, but the neceffity of the purchafer that raifes the price. The extreme want of the feller has rather (by the nature o f things with which we Ihall in vain contend) the diredl contrary opera tion. If the goods at market are beyond the de mand, they fall in their value ; if below it, they rife. The impoffibility o f the fubfiftenceof a man, who carries his labour to a market, is totally befide . the queftion in this way of viewing it. T he only queftion is, what is it worth to the buyer? B ut if .authority comes in and forces the buyer to a price, who is this in the cafe (fay) o f a far. mer, who buys the labour o f ten or twelve labour ing men, and three or four handycrafts, what is it, but to make an arbitrary divifion o f his property among them ? T h e whole o f his gains, I fay it with the moft certain convi&ion, never do amount any thing Jike ip value to what he pays to his labourers and artificers j



(



I*



)



artificers ; fo that a very fmall advance upon what one man pays to many, may abforb the whole o f what he poffefTes, and amount to an actual parti-» tion o f all his fubftance among them. A perfect equality will indeed be produced ;— -that is to fay, equal want, equal wretchednefs, equal beggary, and on the part of the partitioned, a woeful, help-* lefs, and defperate difappointment. Such is the event o f all compulfory equalizations. T h ey pulj down what is above. They never raife what is be low: and they deprefs high and low together be* neath the level of what was originally the lowefl. I f a commodity is raifed by authority above what it will yield with a profit to the buyer, that commodity will be the lefs dealt in.



I f a fécond



blundering interpofition be ufed to correâ the blunder pf the firft, and an attempt js made to force the purchafeof the commodity (o f labour for inftance), the one o f thefe two things muft hap pen, either that the forced buyer is ruined, or the price of the produdt of the labour, in that propor* tion^ is raifed. Then the wheel turns round, and the evil complained of falls with aggravated weight on the1complainant. T he price of corn, which is the refuît of the expence of all the operations o f hufbandry, taken, together, and forfome time con tinued, will rife on the labourer, confidered as a ponfumer.



The yery belt will be, that he remains where



( where he was.



là



)



But i f the price o f the com (hould



not compenfate the price o f labour, what is far more to be feared, the moftferious evil, the very deftruclion o f agriculture itfelf, is to be apprehended. Nothing is fuch an enemy to accuracy of ju d g  ment as a coarfe ditcrimination ; a want o f fuch claflification and diftribution as the fubjeét admits of. Encreafe the rate of- wages to the labourer, fay the regulators— as if labour was but one thing and o f one value. But this very broad generic term, labour, admits, at lead, o f two or three fpecific deferiptions: and thefe will fuffice, at leaft, to let gentlemen difeem a little the ncceflity o f proceeding with caution in their coercive guidance o f thofe whofe exiftence depends upon the obfervancc o f ftill nicer diftin&ions and fub-divifions, than commonly they refort to in forming their judgments on this vefy enlarged part o f economy. T h e labourers in hufbandry may be divided :



i ft. into thofe who are able to perform the full work o f a man; that is, what can be done by a perfon from twenty-one years of age to fifty. I know no hufbandry work (mowing hardly excepted) that is not equally within the power o f all perfons within thofe ages, the more advanced fully compenfating by knack and habit what they lofe in aéïivity. U nqueftionably, there is a good deal o f difference between



(



16 )



between the value o f one man’s labour and that o f another, from flrength, dexterity, and honefl appli cation. But I am quite fure, from my beft obfervation, that any given five men will, in their total, afford a proportion o f labour equal to any other five .within the periods o f life I have ftated; that is, that among fuch five men there will be one, pofiefiing all the qualifications o f a good workman, one bad, and the other three middling, and approximating to the firft and the laft.



So that in fo fmall a



platoon as that o f even five, you will find the full complement o f all that five men can earn. T akin g five and five throughout the kingdom, they are equal : therefore, an error with regard to the equa lization of their wages by thofe who employ five, as farmers do at the very leaft, cannot be confiderable. ' adly. Thofe who are able .to work, but not the complete talk of a day-labourer. This clafs is in finitely diverfified, but wity aptly enough fall into principal divifions. JWé», from the decline, which after fifty becomes every year more fcnfible, to the period o f debility and decrepitude, and the maladies that precede a final diffolution. Women, whofe employment on hufbandry is but occafional, and who differ more in effective labour one from another than men do, on account o f geftation, nurfing, and domeftic management, over and above the



t



I



( 11 )



the difference they have in common with men ih Advancing, in ftationary, and in declining life. Children, who proceed on the reverie carder, grow ing from lefs to greater utility, but with a ftiil greater difproportion o f nutriment to labour than is found in the fécond of thefe fub-divifions ; as is vifible to thofe. who will give themfelves the trou b le o f examining into the interior economy o f a poor-houfe, This inferior clarification is introduced to (hew, that laws preferring, or magiftrates exerciling, a very (tiff, and often inapplicable rule, or a blind #nd rafh diferetion, never can provide the juft pro portions between earning and falary on the one hand, and nutriment on the other: whereas intereft, habit, and the tacit convention, that arife from a thoufand namelefs. circumftances, produce A ta£l that regulates without difficulty, what laws and magiftrates cannot regulate at all. T h e firft clafs o f labour wants nothing to equalize it; it equalises itfelf. T he fécond and third are not capable o f any equalization. But what if the rate o f hire to the labourer fom esfar fhort o f his neceffary fubfiftence, and the calamity o f the time is fo great às to threaten auftual famine ? Is the poor labourer to be aban doned jo the flinty heart and griping hand o f G



bafe



(



18 )



bafe felf-intereft, fupported by the fword of law*, efpecially when there is reafon to fuppofe that the ▼ ery avarice o f farmers themfelves has concurred •with the errors'of Government to bring famine on the land. In that cafe, my opinion is this.



Whenever it



happens that a man can claim nothing according to the rules o f commerce, : and the principles o f jufticc, he paffes out o f that department, and cpmes within the jurifdiâion o f mercy. In that province the magiftrate has nothing at all to do : his inter ference is a violation of the property which it is his office to proteft. W ithout all doubt, charity to the poor is a diredt and obligatory duty upon all Chriftians, next in order after the payment o f debts, full asftrong, and by nature made infinitely more delightful to us. Puffendorf, and other cafuifts do not, I think, denominate it quite pro perly, when they call it a duty o f imperfeffc obliga tion.



But the manner, mode, time, choice o f ob



jects, and proportion, are left to private difcretion; and perhaps, for that very reafon it is performed with the greater fatisfa&ion, becaufe the difcharge o f it has more the appearance o f freedom; recom mending us betides very fpecially to the divine favour, as the éxercife of a virtue mod fuitable to a being fenfible of it’s own infirmity. Thq,



( 19 ) ' T h e 'c r y b f he people in cities and towns, though unfortunately (from a fear o f their multi tude and combination) the moft regarded, ought, it\-fa8 , to be the leaji attended to upon this fubjett; for citizens are in a ftate o f utter ignorance of the means by which they are to be fed, and they contri bute little or nothing, except in an infinitely circui tous manner, to their own maintenance. They are truly “ Fruges conptmcre nati” T h ey àre to be heard with great refpedt and attention upon matters within their province, that is, on trades and manufactures; but on any thing that relates to agriculture, they are to be lifte ned to with the fame rêverence which We pay to the dogmas o f other ignorant and pefumptuous men.• • If any one were to tell them, that they were to give in an account of all the ftock in their (hops ; that attempts woùld be made to limit their profits, or raife the price o f the labouring manufacturers upon them, or recommend to Government, put o f a capital from the publick revenues, to fet up a (hop o f the fame commodities, in order to rival them, and keep them to reafonable dealing, they would very foon fee the impudence, injuftice, and oppreffion o f fucb a courfe. They would not be miftaken; but they are.of opinion, that agriculture is to be fubjeCt to other laws, and to be governed by other principles.



Ci



A greater



( 30 ) A greater and more ruinous miftake cannot b e {alien into, than that the trades o f agriculture and grazing can be con d u ced upon any other than the common principles o f commerce > namely, that tttt producer thou Id be permitted, and even cxpe&cd, to look to a ffp effib lc. profit which, without fraud or violence,.Ho:can make* to turn plenty or fear-* city to the beft advantage he can } to keep back of fo bring forward his commodities at bis pleafute ; to account to no one for his flock or for his gain. On any other terms he is the Have o f the confirmer j and- that he. (hould be l'o is o f no benefit to the con* fotner. N o Have was ever fo beneficial to the maf* te r as a freeman that deals with him 'on an< equal footing by convention, formed on the rules and principles o f contending interdis and compromifed advantages-



T h e Gonfumer, i f he were fufferèd,



would in the end always be the dupe o f his own tyranny and injuftiee. T he landed gentleman, is never to forget, that the farmer is bis reprefen* tative. It is a perilous thing to try experiments on the farmer- T h e farmer’s capital (except 'in a few' perfons, and in a very few places) is for more feeble than commonly is imagined. The trade.is a very poor trade ; it is fubjeft to great rifks and Ioffes. T he capital, fuch as k » , is turned but once in the year -, in fome branches it requires three



(



*1



)



dflfee years before the money is paid.



1 hfeliev#



.afcVef lefs than three in the ttnrnip andgrafs-land eOUffe< which is the pflevalent.Courfe on the more op Idfs fertile, fandy and gravelly loams, and thefe éothpofe the foil in the fouth and fouth-eaft o f England,- the beft adapted, and perhaps the only ones that are adapted, to the turnip hufbandry. It is very rare that the moft profperous farther, counting the value o f his quick and dead ftock, thé intereft of the money he turns, together with hii own wages as a bailiff or overfeer, ever does maker twelve or fifteen p et centum by the year on his ca pital. I fpeak o f the profperous. In moft o f the parts o f England which have fallen within m.y obfervation, I have rarely, known’ a farmer, who to his own trade has not added fome other employ ment or traffic, that, after a courfe o f the moft unremitting parfimony and labour (fuch for the greater part is theirs), and perfevering in his bufinefs for a long courfe o f years, died worth mote than paid his debts, leaving his pofterity to con tinue in nearly the fame equal conflict between induftry and want, in which the laft predeceffor, >y' and a long line o f predeceftors before him , lived and died. ■ Obferve that-1 fpeak o f the generality o f farmers



who have not more than from one hundred and fifty



(



»



)



fifty to three or four hundred acres.



There ard



few in this part o f the country within the former, or much beyond the latter, extent. Unqueftion^ ably in other places there are much larger. But, 1 am convinced, whatever part of England be the theatre o f his operations, a farmer who cultivates i f twelve hundred acres, which I confider as a large farm, though 1 know there are larger, cannot pro* ceed, with any degree o f fafety and effeét, with a fmaller capital than ten thoufand pounds} and that he cannot, in the ordinary courle of culture, make more upon that great capital o f ten thoufand pounds, than twelve hundred a year. A s to the weaker capitals, an eafy judgment may be formed by what very fmall errors they may be farther attenuated, enervated, rendered unproduc*. tive, and perhaps totally deftroyed. This confiant precarioufnefs and ultimate mo derate limits o f a farmer’s fortune, on the ftrongeft capital, I prefs, not only on account of the hazard ous fpeculations of the times, but becaufe the ex cellent and raoft ufeful works o f my friend, Mt> Arthur Y oun g, tend to propagate that error (fuch I am very certain it is, o f the largenefs o f a far mer’s profits. It is not that his account o f the produce does often greatly exceed, but he by no means makes the proper allowance for accidents



and-.



(



*3



)



and lodes. I might enter into a convincing detail, i f other more troublefome and more neceffary de tails were not before me. T h is pro'pofed difcretionary tax on labour militates with the recommendations o f the Board o f Agriculture: they recommend a general ufe o f the drill culture. 1 agree with the Board, that where the foil is not exceffively heavy, or incum bered with large loofe ftones (which however is the cafe with much otherwife good land), that courfe is the bell, and moft productive, provided that the moft accurate eye ; the moft vigilant fuperintendance ; the moft prompt a â iv ity , which has no fuch day as to-morrow in its calendar; the moft fteady forefight and pre-difpofing order to have every body and every thing ready in it’s place, and prepared to take advantage o f the fortunate fugi tive moment in this coquetting climate o f ours— provided, I fay, all thefe combine to fpeed the plough, I admit its fuperiority over the old and general methods. But under procraftinating, im  provident, ordinary hufbandmen, who may negleét or let flip the few opportunities o f fweetening ;and purifying their ground with perpetually reno vated toil, and undiffipated attention, nothing, when tried to any extent, can be worfe, or more dangerous ; the farm may be ruined, inftead o f having the foil enriched and fweetened by it. But



( 34 ) But the excellence o f the method on a proper foil, and cond uced by an hulbandcnan, o f whom there are few, being readily granted, how, and on what conditions, is this culture obtained ? W h y, by a very great encreafe o f labour ; by an augmen tation o f the third part, at lead, o f the handilabour, to fay nothing o f the horfes and machinery employed in ordinary tillage. > N ow , every man muft be fenfible how little becoming the gravity o f legislature it is to encourage a Board, which re commends to us, and upon very weighty reafons unqueftionably, an enlargement o f the capital we employ in the operations o f the land, and then tp pafs an aft which taxes that manual labour, al ready at a very high rate; thus compelling its to diminilh the quantity o f labour which ip the vul gar courfe we adually epsploy. W hat is true o f the farmer is equally true o f the middle man ; whether the middle man ads as foetor, jobber, folefman, or fpeculator, in the markets o f grain.



Thefe traders are to be left to their free



courfe; and the more they make, and the richer they are, and the more largely they deal, the better both for the former and confumer, between whom .they form a natural and mod ufeful link o f connec tion ; though, by the machinations o f the pld evil counfellor, Envy, they are hated and maligned by both parties, I he^r



{



)



Ï hear that middle men are acCufed o f mono» poly. W ithout quéftion, the monopoly o f autho rity is, in every inftance and in every degree, an evil ; but the monopoly o f capital is the contrary. It is a great benefit, and a benefit particularly to the poor. A tradefman who has but a hundred pound capital, which (fay) he can turn but onto a year, cannot live upon a profit o f 1G per cent.- beeaufe he cannot live upon ten pounds a year ; but a man o f ten thoufand pounds capital can live and thrive upon 5 per cent, profit in the year, becaufe be has five hundred pounds a year. T h e fame proportion holds in turning it twice or thrice* Thcfe principles are plain and Ample ; and it is not our ignorance, fo much as the levity, the envy, and the malignity o f our nature, that, hinders us from perceiving and yielding to them : but we are not to fuffer our vices to ufurp the place of our judgment. T h e balance between confumption and produc-* tion makes price. The market fettles, and alone can fettle, that price. M arket is the meeting and conference o f the confttmer and producer, when they mutually difcover each other’s wants. Nobody, I believe,, has obferved with any refled ion what market is, without being aftonifhed at the truth, the corrednefs, the celerity, thé general equity, with which the balance o f wants is fettled. T hey D



who



(



26



)



who with the deftruCtion o f that balance, andwould fain by arbitrary regulation decree, that de fective production fhould not be compenfated by. ^/encreafed price, direCtly lay their axe to the root o f production itfelf. They may even in one year of fuch falfe policy, do mifchiefs incalculable; becaufe the trade of a farmer is, as I have before explained, one of the mod precarious in its advantages, the mod liable to Ioffes, and the lead profitable of any that is carried on. It requires ten times more o f labour, o f vigilance, o f attention, o f fkill, and let me add, o f good fortune alfo, to carry on the bufinefs o f a farmer with fuccefs, than what belongs to any other trade. Seeing things in this light, I am far from prefuming to cenfure the late circular inftruction of Council to Lord Lieutenants— but I confefs I do not clearly difcern its objeCt. I am greatly afraid that the enquiry will raife fome alarm as a meafure, leading to the French fyftem o f putting corn into requifition. For that was preceded by an inquifition fomewhat fimilar in it’s principle, though, according to their mode, their principles are full o f that violence, which here is not much to be feared. It goes on a principle direCtly oppofite tq mine : it prefumes,- that the market is no fair teft o f plenty or fcarcity. It raifes a fufpicion, which may affeCt the tranquillity of the public mind,; “ that
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** that the farmer keeps back, and takes unfair ad vantages by delay on the part o f the dealer, it gives rife obvioufly to a thoufand nefarious fpeculations. In cafe the return (hould on the whole prove favourable, is it meant to ground a meafure for en couraging exportation and checking the import o f corn ? If it is not, what end can it anfwer ? And, I believe, it is not. This opinion may be fortified by a report gone abroad, that intentions are entertained of ereding public granaries, and that this enquiry is to give Government an advantage in it’s purchafes. I hear that fuch a meafure has been propofed, and is under deliberation, that is, for Government to fet up a granary in every market town, at the expence o f the ftate, in order to extinguïlh the dealer, and to fubjed the farmer to the confumer, by fecuring corn to the latter at a certain and fleady price, If fuch a fcheme is adopted, I Ihould not like to anfwer for the fafety of the granary, of the agents, or o f the town itfelf, in which the granary was ereded— the firft ftorm of popular phrenzy would fall upon that granary. -
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So far in a political light. In an economical light, I muft ohferve, that the conftrudtion o f fuch granaries throughout the kingdom , would be at an expence beyond all cal. culation. T he keeping them up would be at a great charge. T he management and attendance would require an army o f agents, ftore-keepers, clerks, and fervants. T he capital to be employed in the purchafe o f grain would be enormous. T h e wafte, decay, and corruption, would be a dreadful drawback on the whole dealing ; and the diflatiffaction o f the people, at having decayed, tainted, or corrupted corn fold to them, as muft be the cafe, would be ferious. This climate (whatever others may be) is1 not favourable to granaries, where wheat is to be kept for any time. T he beft, and indeed the only good granary, is the rick-yard of the farmer, where the corn is preferred in it’s own ftraw, fweet, clean, wholefome, free from vermin and from infers, and comparatively at a trifle of expence. T h is, with the bam, enjoying many o f the fame advantages, have been thé foie granaries, o f England from the foundation o f it’s agriculture to this day. AH this is done at the expence o f the undertaker, and at his foie ri/k. H e contributes to Government i he
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îbefeech the Government (which I take in.the Jargeft fenfe o f the word, comprehending the two Houfes o f Parliament) (erioufly to confider that years o f fearcity of plenty, do nçt come alternately or at Ihort intervals, but in pretty long cycles and irregularly, and confequently that we cannot af- ' fure ourfelves, if we take a wrong meafure, from the temporary necelfities o f one feafon ; but that the next, and probably more, will drive us to the continuance o f it ; fo that in my opinion, there is no way o f preventing this evil which goes to the deftrudion o f all our agriculture, and o f that part o f kour internal commerce which touches our agri*
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culture the moft nearly, as well as. the fafety and very being o f Government, but manfully to refill: the very firft idea, fpeculative or pradical, that it is within tbé competence of Government, taken as Government, or even of the rich, as rich, to fupply to the poor, thole necelfaries which it has pleafed the Divine Providence for a while to with-hold from them. W e , the .people, ought to be made frnfible, that it is not in breaking the laws o f com merce, which are the laws o f nature, and confis» q trendy the laws , o f God, that we are to place our hope o f foftening the Divine difpleafure to remove any calamity under which we fuller, or which bangs over us. So far as to the principles o f general policy, As
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( 83 ) A s to the Rate o f things which is urged as a reafen to deviate from them, thefe are the circum* Ranees o f the harveft o f 1795 and 1794.



W ith'



regard to the hàrveft o f 1794, in relation to the nobleft grain,' wheat, it is allowed to have been fome* What (hort, but not exceffivelyj and in quality, for the feven and twenty years, during which I have been a farmer, I never remember wheat to have been fo good. T h e world Were, however, deceived in their fpéculations upon it— the far mer as well as the dealer. Accordingly the price fluctuated beyond any thing I can remember ; for, at one time o f the year, I fold my wheat at »4 l. a load, (I fold o ff all I hàd, as I thought this was a reafonable price), when at the end o f the feafon, if I had then had any to fell, I might have -got thirty guineas for the fame fort o f grain. I fold all that Ï had’, as I faid, at a comparatively low price, becaufe I thought it a good price, compared with what I thought the general produce o f the harveft;' but when I came to confider what my own total was, I found that the quantity had not anfwered m y expectation. It muft be remembered, that this year o f produce, (the year 1794) (hort, but excels lent, followed a year which was not extraordinary in production, nor o f a fuperiot quality, and left: but little in (lore.



A t firft this was not felt, be-



caufe the harveft came in unufually early— earlier than common, by a full month. E The
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