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The Title: NEGOTIATION OF MEANING THROUGH CMC: PEDAGOGICAL PERSPECTIVES FOR EFL UNIVERSITY LEARNERS. Domains of Research: Second Language Acquisition (SLA), Technology Enhanced Language Learning (TELL)



The Problematic: SLA research suggests that negotiation of meaning can help learners to make their input comprehensible and modify their own output. The nature of the EFL classroom environments at the university level, however, show a quasi inexistent communicative environments, where both the nature and the quality of interactions are subject to debate.



Nonetheless, with the increasing flow of Information and Computer Technology tools, many technological solutions are turning to promising teaching and learning applications, among them Computer Mediated Communication (CMC)



In fact, according to recent literature in Technology Enhanced Language Learning (TELL), Computer-Mediated Communication (CMC) may stand as effective educational device mainly in the enhancement of the communicative skills of EFL learners who can experience a broader range of interactions (with natives and non-natives) without restriction of neither time or place, offering by this way a favourable environment to genuine communication to occur. The Hypotheses: In this study we propose two hypotheses: The first one supports the idea that SCMC, by virtue of its interactive characteristics and quasi authentic environment can stand as a good pedagogical tool that meets the needs of contemporary education that sees learning to be situated, discursive, interactive and constructed, and then bridges the gap of the communicative classroom that suffers from a lack of exposure to authentic context of language use as well as an acute need of interpersonal communication. The second hypothesis that we put forward suggests that SCMC can help to enhance some of the communicative skills of EFL learners through negotiation of meaning, collaboration and problem solving strategies.



The Methodology : The research covers two parts: a first investigation takes place within the EFL University classroom and a second in a CMC environment in the first part we will go over the theoretical foundations that will constitute the premises of our research work, then we will expose the results of our investigation that encompass survey outcomes, interview summaries and the observation sessions comments. In the second part we will focus on the study per se. The study explores in a qualitative way CMC interactions by intermediate EFL learners to see what type of negotiation of meaning occurs in these kinds of web-based interactions and what are the communicative strategies that are used in CMC discussions. This will help us clarify to what extent CMC may actually be considered as an effective bridge to oral interaction and then as a useful educational facility for foreign language learning.



Our First Results: The results that we obtained at this stage of analysis support prior claims that SCMC may enhance their communicative skills, by allowing students to engage in meaningful and genuine interactions. In the next stage of our investigation we will focus our attention on CMC discussion per se and we will attempt to examine the discussion threads in depth so as to capture the type of turns and negotiation that takes place and which may contribute to the enhancement of the communication skills as reviewed in the literature.



References : Almeida d’Eça, T. (2003) “The Use of Chat in EFL/ESL” http://www-writing.berkeley.edu/TESL-EJ/ej25/int.html Bachman, L.F., (1990) Fundamental Consideration in Language Testing. Oxford. Oxford University Press. Blake, R. (2000). “Computer Mediated Communication : a Window on L2 Spanish Interlanguage.” Language Learning & Technology Vol. 4, No. 1, May 2000, pp. 120-136 Crystal, D. (2002) Language and the Internet. Cambridge. Cambridge University Press. Eastin,M.S. (2000) “Internet Self-Efficacy and the Psychology of the Digital Divide. JCMC 6 (1) September 2000 ( site not available)



Egbert, J., Chaw, C., Hanson.Smith, E. (1999). “Computer-enhanced Language Learning environments. An overview,” in J.Egbert & E.Hanson- Smith (Eds), CALL Environments.Alexandria,VA:, TESOL Publications, 1-13. Kaye, D.N., Matson, D. (2000) “From Writing to Speaking: Enhancing Conversation” first appeared in the July/August 2000 issue of ESL Magazine. http://www.eslmag.com/modules.php?name=News&file=print&sid=11 Kötter, M. (2003). “Negotiation of Meaning and Code Switching in Online Tandems.” Language Learning and Technology Vol. 7, No. 2, May 2003, pp. 145-172 Lapadat, J.C. (2002) “Written Interaction: a Key Component in Online Learning”. JCMC7 (4)July 2002 Lee, L. (2004). “ Learners’ perspectives on networked collaborative interaction with native speakers of Spanish in the US.” Language Learning & Technology, 8 (1), 83-100. from http://llt.msu.edu/vol8num1/lee/ Negretti, R. (1999) “Web-Based Activities and SLA: a Conversation Analysis Research Approach”. Language Learning &Technology.Vol.3, No.1, July 1999,pp.75.87 Northrup,P.T. (2001) “A Framework for Designing Interactivity into Web-based Instruction.” Educational Technology, 41(2), 31-39 http://cops.uwf.edu/itc/itc-research/Framework%20forOnline%20Interaction.pdf. Ortega, L.(1997). “Processes and Outcomes in Networked Classroom Interaction: defining the Research Agenda for L2 Computer Assisted Classroom Discussion.” Language Leraning & Technology, Vol.1 No. 1, July 1997, pp 82-93 available online at: Pelletieri, J. (2002) Negotiation in Cyberspace. The role of Chating in the Development of Grammatical Competence.in M.Warschauer & R.Kem (Eds).Network-base lnaguge teaching: Concepts& practice (p59, 86. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. Tudini, V. (2002 ). “The role of on-line chatting in the development of competence in oral interaction” Proceedings of Innovations in Italian teaching workshop, p 40, 54 Griffith University. Tudini, V. (2003). “Using Native Speakers in Chat.” Language Learning and Technology Vol. 7, No. 3, September 2003, pp. 141-159 availble online at http://llt.msu.edu/vol7num3/tudini/default.html Vandergriff, I. (2006) “Negotiating Common Ground in Computer Mediated Cversus Face to Face Discussions”. Language Lea
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