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The Strong Position – Statement of the Problem Questions related to Lenition and Fortition (1) what is Lenition ? what is Fortition ? what is consonantal strength ? (2) scales that are commonly used in order to describe the phenomenon d. gemination a. sonority b. cavity c. voicing1 aspirated stops unaspirated stops fricatives nasals liquids glides



buccal articulation
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(3) Lenition trajectories example: dentals T
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The status of final (or Coda-) devoicing in regard of Lenition/ Fortition is subject to debate.
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Illustration 1. th —> T 2. th —> t 3. tt —> t 4. t —> T 5. t —> tÉs 6. t —> d 7. t —> / 8. tÉs —> T 9. T —> D 10. tÉs —> s



Greek, Grimm's Law IE>Slavic, Latin,… Romance, German Tiberian Hebrew 2nd German Cons. Shift Romance English, Hawaian Castilian … Romance, 2nd Germ.Cons.Sh.



11. d —> R Bantu, Koromfe 12. d —> D Spanish, Tib.Hebrew 13. / —> ø Hawaian, Samoan 14. + 19. D —> ø Romance 15. s —> z Romance, German 16. s —> h Greek, Arg.Spanish 17. s —> r rhot. English, Germ. 18. h —> ø Romance, Latin



Fortition trajectories (?): opposite sense. (4) Empirical record of phenomena related to Lenition/ Fortition: cross-linguistic and as complete as possible (no such corpus in the literature). Are generalizations homogeneous and consistent? ==> Hyman's, Dalbera's, Molinu's, Honeybone's, Gomez-Imbert's, Lavoie's, Fougeron's contributions ==> query posted on Linguist List
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Is there any need to refer to the position in the string (=syllable structure) in order to account for Lenition/ Fortition?



NO



==> Blevins' contribution EXIT YES



Do we agree that Lenition/ Fortition is conditioned by one of the following factors, or by combinations thereof ? NO



a. the position in the string b. the segmental environment c. prosodic structure (stress etc.)



EXIT



=> Sauzet's, Harris' contributions (cf. also Kirchner)



YES



Focussing on a), is theory called to assign a 1. single 2. unique 3. positive



NO



identity to the Strong Position {#,C}__? ==> Sauzet's and Ségéral & Scheer's contributions



EXIT



YES



How can syllable structure do this? The familiar Onset-Nucleus-Coda model cannot. ==> Angoujard & Pourin's, Dienes & Szigetvári's, Harris', Brandão's and Ségéral & Scheer's contributions
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