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John Gunther Dean’s comments on the file entitled : “The Russian Oligarchs, the United States and Israel”



To the best of my knowledge, the Jimmy Carter Library already has one detailed paper on the Russian Oligarchs donated by JG Dean. All papers on that subject were written after Ambassador Dean’s retirement from the Foreign Services and are unclassified. It would be helpful if all papers on this subject be brought together in one file. Few people will disagree that the privatization of the Russian Industry which took place during Boris Yeltsin’s presidency gave rise to many abuses. Industries which had been built up during the Soviet era with the resources and the work of the Russian people were sold for a fraction of their value to Russian businessmen who had “connections” to the Yeltsin establishment. Many of the oligarchs were Russians of Jewish extraction; when they left the country, or were forced to leave to escape legal/economic/political persecution, they first went to Israel. Israel does not extradite its citizens. Russian Jewish immigrants became eligible for Israeli citizenship after 30 days in country. Some of the Russian oligarchy kept their newly acquired empire or assets in Russia and tried to work with the Russian leadership that took power after Boris Yeltsin’s departure from the political scene. If they knew how to work with Mr. Putin and his associates, and they toed the political line, the newly enriched Russian oligarchs were allowed to keep their enterprises in Russia. But oligarchs who moved their assets out of the country, worked openly against Russia’s political establishment and against President Putin, found it preferable to leave Russia and establish themselves elsewhere. Those who fist went to Israel often moved on to another country – England, Spain, France. Others settled down in Tel-Aviv. Some of the oligarchs also took up positions in the Zionist movement, as for example Mr. Gusinsky who became Vice president of the World Jewish Congress. Perhaps the unifying link of the Russian oligarchs who fled Russia was disagreement with Mr. Putin’s policies either at home or abroad. Some critics have equated certain Russian oligarchs with the mafia. Some oligarchs accuse President Putin and Russian politicians of being anti-Semitic. It is difficult to draw any definitive conclusions of who is right and who is wrong. What does appear quite clear is that Mr. Putin’s efforts to curtail the excesses of privatization by pursuing certain oligarchs in court is popular among the average Russian citizen. On the whole, they have approved Putin’s actions. Fifteen items, or 20 pages, make up the documentation in this file.



The Russian Oligarchs The United States and Israel



Index to papers in this file: 1. International Herald Tribune, October 14-15, 2000 page 2. Article entitled: “Russian tycoon won’t go back” (Comment by JG Dean: Vladimir Gusinsky was the owner of Media-Most empire. He was charged by the Russian prosecutor of illegally transferring Media-Most assets to an offshore holding in a bid to keep the Russian government from winning control of his company. Gusinsky who is Vice-President of the Jewish World Congress fled to Israel from where he fights the charges brought against him by the Russian state. Israel does NOT extradite its citizens. Mr. Gusinsky has obtained Israeli citizenship after 30 days in Israel. Note the last sentence in the article: “He can not escape from the submarine” said a prosecution spokesman, Leonid Troshin. “Sounds like a reference to the Russian submarine Koursk where so many Russian sailors were trapped and died in August 2000. (See detailed Koursk File donated by JG Dean to the US Archives.) (1 page) 2. USA Today, Wednesday, December 13, 2000 page 10A. Article entitled: “Spanish police arrest Russian media magnate.” (1 page) 3. Le Monde, 9 March 2002 page 4. Article entitled: « Le Parquet de Genève clôt le « Russiagate » » Quotation : « L’ancien intendant du Kremlin, Pavel Borodine, a été reconnu coupable de blanchiment d’argent par le parquet de genève. Il a été condamné à une amende de 300,000 Francs Suisses. Pavel Borodine étant accusé d’avoir blanchi en Suisse près de 25 millions de dollars. » « Moscou avait payé la caution de 3 million de dollars nécessaire à sa libération. Vladimir Poutine fut l’adjoint de Pavel Borodine à la direction des affaires du Président sous Boris Eltsine. » (1 page) 4. International Herald Tribune, March 28, 2002 page 5. Article entitled: “Moscow: Independent TV Team to go back on the air.” Quotation from article: “Media Minister Mikhail Lesin said that an alliance, compromising the TV6 Team in partnership with former Prime Minister Yevgeni Primakov, has won a tender for the use of the frequency on which the old TV6 channel had broadcast.” (JG Dean’s comment: Primakov is well-known to US authorities. He was former head of the Soviet Secret Service, Prime Minister and is currently President of the Russian Federation of chambers of commerce.) (1 page) 5. Le Monde, June 18, 2002 article entitled: « Villas et châteaux sur la Côte d’Azur » (Purchased by the Russian mafia. Article lists 6 estates, including one belonging to Boris Berezovski) (1 page) 6. Le Monde, June 18, 2002 article entitled: “Serguei Pougatchev, le banquier qui tutoie Vladimir Poutine” (1 page) 7. Le Monde, June 18, 2002. Article entitled : « Mikhaïl Tchernoi, ancien magnat de l’aluminium, est inculpé en Israël : Né en Ukraine, vivant à Tel-Aviv, il a été un acteur-clé de la reconstruction sauvage de ce secteur en Russie. »… « Ayant



abandonné la nationalité russe, de nationalité israélienne mais privé de son passeport par les autorités, Mikhaïl Tchernoi est accusé d’avoir acquis par intermédiaire de l’entrepreneur israélien Gad Zeevi, près de 20% des actions de la compagnie publique de téléphone Bezeq. » (Comment: Article worth reading to understand linkage between Russian money resulting from privatization, cooperation with Israeli business and mafia circles and the quest to launder money.) (1 page) 8. Le Monde, June 18, 2002 page 12. article entitled: « De puissants hommes d’affaires russes sont visés par la justice. Les autorités françaises passent au cible les investissements réalisés sur la Côte d’Azur, et qui pourraient dissimulée du blanchiment d’argent. Une enquête préliminaire a été ouverte qui met en cause Serguei Pougatchov, devenu l’un des plus influents banquiers moscovites. » (1 page) 9. A four page article entitled: « Krasbank » as well as other information on President of Lukoil. (4 pages) 10. Le Monde, November 28, 2002 page 2. Article entitled: « Comment la mafia russe peut prospérer dans l’ombre du Kremlin : Pour la première fois, un ancien baron d’une organisation répertoirielle criminelle par plusieurs polices dans le monde lève le voile sur les liens tissés avec le sommet du pouvoir russe. D’anciens proches de Boris Eltsine sont visés ainsi que plusieurs empires industriels. » Quote : « Vladimir Poutine a, à plusieurs reprises, dénoncé la criminalisation de l’économie russe, la corruption et une justice achetée. Les mesures n’ont pas suivi et, en trois ans, d’immenses empires industriels se sont constitués. Pour la première fois, dénonce ce qu’il appelle « Une alliance » entre certains cercles du pouvoir russe et de groupes mafieux. Djalol Khaïdarov fut durant dix ans le partenaire de Mikhaïl Tchernoi, le roi de l’aluminium suspecté par plusieurs services occidentaux de blanchiment d’argent, de crimes et de trafic de drogues. Cet homme, accuse M. Khaïdarov, continue à contrôler des pans entiers de l’économie russe et demeure lié à plusieurs figures de la mafia. Vivant aujourd’hui à Tel-Aviv, M. Tchernoi est visé par une enquête de la justice israélienne. » (2 pages) 11. Le Monde, Thursday, 28 November 2002 page 3. Article entitled : « Cinq acteurs de l’économie de l’ombre » They are : (1) Mikhaïl Tchernoi ; (2) Oleg Deripaska ; (3) Roman Abramovitch ; (4) Anton Malevski ; (5) Arkadi Gaydamak. (1 page) 12. Le Monde, Thursday 28 November 2002 page 3. Article entitled : « Une nébuleuse du crime qui commence à inquiéter Israël. » Quotation from article : « L’ami diamantaire de M. Tchernoï : Fils de juif hassidim d’Ouzbékistan émigrés en Israël, le ‘roi du diamant’ Lev Levaev, devenu un des grand industriels et financiers israéliens, mise sur ses vigoureuses démonstrations de dévouement aux causes du sionisme et de l’orthodoxie religieuse pour faire oublier l’origine de ses capitaux, c’est-à-dire le monde corrompu du Kremlin. L’oligarque Roman Abramovitch l’a aidé à monopoliser l’exportation des diamants d’Angole. Boris Berezovski et Mikhaïl Tchernoi l’ont soutenu pour créer la Fédération des Communautés juives de la CEI utilisée par le Kremlin dans sa campagne contre le fondateur du Congrès Juif de Russie, Vladimir Goussinski. Lev Levaev avait



alors obtenu de Vladimir Poutine la consécration de son homme, Berl Lazare, comme grand rabbin de Russie. Accompagnant Ariel Sharon lors de sa dernière visite en Russie, en octobre, M. Levaev lui a organisé un grandiose dîner à Moscou, où Roman Abramovital occupait une place d’honneur. » (1 page) 13. Article dans le Monde entitled : « Les conglomérats sont nés d’une alliance entre la ‘famille’ Eltsine et le clan des bandits. » Quotation from article : « Israël a été le refuge, l’alma mater du groupe Tchernoi et de beaucoup d’autres : Lev Levaev, Jakov Goldovski, Arkadi Gavdamak. Tchernoi pèse lourd : il a crée une fondation, finance des députés, achète des policiers. » (1 page) 14. Le Monde, 28 January 2002 page 18 editorial entitled : « Mafieuse Russie ». (1 page) 15. The Moscow Times: Monday, December 16, 2002 page 1. Article entitled: “Lukoil cut out of Iraqi oil Field”. Quotation from article: “Number 1 oil major Lukoil dreams of being the lead operator of a vast Iraqi oil field have been slapped back because Baghdad is fuming over Russia’s support for the United Nations campaign to disarm Saddam Hussein’s regime, a top Lukoil executive said Sunday.” (Comment: This article is worth being read in its entirety. It reflects the close ties between Russia and the regime of Saddam Hussein.) (2 pages)
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