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The Rising Tide of Change in Vietnam Written by Khanh Vu Duc and Duvien Tran



Malinowski



The US and Vietnam remain at an impasse despite Washington’s partial lifting of an arms embargo. US Assistant Secretary of State Tom Malinowski did not mince words when he urged Vietnam to improve on human rights at the end of his five-day tour of the country late last week. It may or may not have been a warning to the communist government, but the implication was clear: US–Vietnam relations will likely remain in neutral until Hanoi undertakes much needed reforms. Of particular concern to Malinowski were the Vietnamese government’s restrictions on freedom of expression and association. While not the first time the US has expressed its concerns on human rights in Vietnam, this may be the first time when Washington possesses the necessary leverage to influence Hanoi. From its hoped-for membership in the TPP to maritime security in the South China Sea, Vietnam requires US support. The US has certainly not lacked in outreach to Vietnam. From extending a hand to join the TPP to announcing the partial lifting of its arms embargo, the US has made its intentions clear on deepening ties with its former foe. Arguably at an earlier point, such overtures, although significant, would not have carried the same weight. However, for Vietnam, now faced with regional uncertainty and insecurity, the time may have come for it to compromise on issues it once considered off-limits. Undoubtedly, any talk of reform would drive some members of the Communist Party to believe that the US is attempting overthrow the government in Hanoi. Far from it, but the idea that the status quo can endure forever is equally foolish. If Vietnam desires closer ties with the US, it, too, must be willing and ready to extend a hand, and not simply in the form of symbolic gestures such as the release of a few political prisoners, but concrete reforms with real consequences. Historical Distrust For the Vietnamese government, the calculus is not one of human rights reform but rather one of balancing between China and the US, and retaining control – “control” being most important of all. Although neighbors, relations between China and Vietnam have always possessed an element of distrust rooted in the latter’s historic struggle against imperial rule. This distrust was set aside when Chinese and Vietnamese communists joined together to fight the US and USbacked South Vietnamese during the Vietnam War, only to return shortly after Vietnam’s unification in 1975 and leading to the 1979 Sino–Vietnamese War. Aejjrsite.free.fr Magazine Good Morning 7 décembre 2014 © D.R. asiasentinel.com/khanh vu duc & duvien tran
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From the recent oil rig spat to the ongoing Paracel and Spratly Islands disputes, to say nothing of China’s increasing assertiveness in Asia-Pacific, the Vietnamese government finds itself at odds with not only Beijing but fellow Vietnamese citizens. Fuel was added to the fire when China relocated one of its oil rigs into contested waters off the Vietnamese coast this May, igniting a storm of anti-China sentiment across Vietnam. The matter was finally resolved in July when China withdrew the offending oil rig, but it was too late for the many Chinese-owned factories that were burned and looted, and the thousands of Chinese citizens evacuated from the country. The incident was particular trying for the Vietnamese government, which, while politically alike to China, ruled over citizens not as attached to their northern neighbors. Between condemning China and keeping a lid on nationalist, anti-China demonstrations, Hanoi was forced to perform a series of political contortions to protect its standing with Beijing while defending the interests of its people. Schism and Factions The oil rig dispute exposed not only a schism between the communist government and its people, but within the government as well. The Communist Party of Vietnam may present itself as a unified monolith, but within its ranks an already existing divide between economic conservatives and reformers is further complicated by the added dimension of pro-China and pro-West factions. The oil rig incident may have changed the minds of a few pro-China party members, but even among pro-West supporters, a consensus has yet to be reached on how to overcome the greatest obstacle that is political reform. Although the US does not call for political reform, it is understood that any reform to improve human rights in Vietnam will eventually demand political reform. Any such reform would ultimately lead to the end of Communist rule in Vietnam, a few hardliners might argue. Just as the US Assistant Secretary of State did not mince words, there should be no glossing over the fact that Vietnam is a simmering cauldron of nationalism ready to burst against China’s increasing assertiveness, and the Communist Party would do well to not find itself on the wrong side of history when such a day arrives. Political Reform is Necessary For the pro-West supporters fretting over the destiny of the party, reform is not the potential loss of power but the opportunity to shape the country’s future. Communism, by and large, has been relegated to the dustbin of failed political ideology. While capitalism may have seized Vietnam, liberal democracy remains out of reach despite the efforts of democratic activists. Yet, there can be no denying the momentum of history – and the US for that matter – falls squarely on the side of Vietnam’s activists. To fight for the status quo, as the Communists have done, is to fight against the inevitable. Given this, Malinowski’s words should not be regarded as a thinly veiled threat or obstacle to be avoided, but rather an opportunity to be embraced. As was expressed by the Assistant Secretary of State, the foundations for a sustainable partnership are based on shared values. Yet, while it is for Hanoi to seize the opportunity to change, the US must leverage its influence and lean hard on Hanoi to take the first step and update its laws. Malinowski issued words such as Vietnam’s “international obligations” and “reforms” but it will also rest upon the US, if it is indeed serious about getting Vietnam to change, to assist Vietnam in undertaking these reforms. Concerns that the US would cast aside its commitment to human rights in Vietnam in pursuit of deeper ties with the country should be shelved. At least for the moment, it would appear that any future progress on economic and security relations between Washington and Hanoi rests upon the latter’s willingness to change.



Khanh Vu Duc is a lawyer and part-time law professor at the University of Ottawa. His research covers Vietnamese politics, international relations and international law. Duvien Tran is a special research associate at VDK Law Office.



Aejjrsite.free.fr Magazine Good Morning 7 décembre 2014 © D.R. asiasentinel.com/khanh vu duc & duvien tran



2



























des documents recommandant







[image: alt]





The Legacy of Vietnam - aejjr 

The latest from acclaimed filmmakers Ken Burns and Lynn Novick, The Vietnam War is a 10-part documentary film series on PBS that tells the epic story of one of ...










 


[image: alt]





The Sovereign States of Vietnam - aejjr 

stalemate broke when a rival HÃ²a Háº£o group, known locally as the Golden. Crab and more ... tinued to constrain the country's various nation builders. Sovereignty is not ... of Vietnam, which has consequently left us with a simplistic understanding










 


[image: alt]





Vietnam: Dawn of the SEZs - aejjr 

Jul 24, 2018 - on Saturday, June 9, saying that the state had agreed to delay the approval of the draft law in order for lawmakers and leaders to have more ...










 


[image: alt]





"Confucianism" in Vietnam: A State of the Field Essay - aejjr 

In this way, their statements were furnished with additional authority, derived ... It is through a reading of a single comment of LÃª Ven HMu's that. Wolters sought ...










 


[image: alt]





Rare pictures of Vietnam in the French- ruled period - aejjr 

May 28, 2012 - Rare pictures of Vietnam in the French- ruled period. Thanks to Nguyá»…n Tháº¿ Anh JJR 56. VietNamNet Bridge â€“ These are illustration pictures in ...










 


[image: alt]





Full taste of Vietnam - aejjr 

Proposed by Monique PhÆ°Æ¡ng Mai. Couvent des Oiseaux 1970. â€œThis is an enjoyable visit to Vietnam. I hope you will all enjoy it. I certainly did and I wanted to ...










 


[image: alt]





Vietnam faces economic meltdown - aejjr .fr 

Aug 25, 2012 - past year; and municipal infrastructure projects are being delayed or ... (RM25 billion) for the first half of this year, one-quarter the level during ...










 


[image: alt]





vietnam foundation - aejjr 

Apr 15, 2014 - school students at the beginning of the school year, ie September 2014. ... Two school children including a young monk received bicycle to go ...










 


[image: alt]





The Vietnam War, as Seen by the Victors - aejjr 

Apr 16, 2015 - ... due to what he called the â€œstrong and effectiveâ€� propaganda machine. ... equivalent to the organized and highly visible anti-war movement in ...










 


[image: alt]





The house of the rising sun - FasilaBasse 

The house of the rising sun. Animals. 341 ! A-. #. #. " ! " #. $. C. # ! " ! " ! ! D ! #. $. #. $. #. $. F. $. #. " " " #. 9 ! A-. #. #. " ! " # ! E. #. " ! ! ! " ! A-. #. #. " ! " # ! E. #. " ! ! ! ".










 


[image: alt]





What a China Hard Landing Means for Vietnam - aejjr .fr 

Page 1 ... http://thediplomat.com/2016/10/what-a-china-hard-landing-means-for- ... particularly the weak fiscal data emanating out of China where figures are ...










 


[image: alt]





Vietnam and China: Conflict over islands arouses ... - aejjr .fr 

Sea"), affecting not only Vietnam, but five other countries: Taiwan, Indonesia, the Philippines, Malaysia and. Brunei. The violation of Vietnam's territorial claims ...










 


[image: alt]





How Will Falling Oil Prices Affect Vietnam in 2015? - aejjr 

Dec 23, 2014 - and help businesses trim costs, which may in turn stimulate local ... The Vietnamese government could also take steps to help mitigate ...










 


[image: alt]





To the persons in charge of Vietnam Bauxite, To the 

Since he returned in Vietnam, 10 years ago by now, in addition of his concerns on the issues of education and youth, my husband also worried about the chronic ...










 


[image: alt]





Economic Mobility in Vietnam in the 1990s 

Page 1 .... y1 and y2 one could used the correlation of the rank of y1 and y2, where the rank is ..... can be obtained, which can then be used to calculate mobility.










 


[image: alt]





exchange rate arrangement in vietnam .fr 

plan. In mid-1988, Vietnam took the initial steps towards establishing a two-tier banking system by .... about 40% of total credit is in foreign (USD) exchange while business enterprises in most cases used ...... Sample: 1992:01 1999:06; lag = 12.










 


[image: alt]





dusts of life - aejjr .fr 

I want to be dust of glorious existence,. And ash of blissful senescence. So, God , help me,. Dreams to have, in myself to believe,. So to be meaningful, so to be of ...










 


[image: alt]





Could one man have shortened the Vietnam War? - aejjr 

Jul 8, 2013 - When he was quite young, he left Berlin and moved to Paris ... came up to him in a Paris cafe and asked if he'd do her a favour: "My father is.










 


[image: alt]





The Air Force in the Vietnam War 

Tel: (703) 247-5839. Fax: (703) 247- ... it was 40 years ago that the US Air Force deployed in .... mand of US Pacific Command, with Army, Marine Corps, and.Termes manquants :










 


[image: alt]





confucius, le vietnam, et moi - aejjr 

The ruled knows his obligations, obeys the law and is loyal to the state. ... You may ask: â€œwhat about human rights?â€� Don't you ... And for those of you who want a multi- parties system for Vietnam, I will say: Vietnam is not ready for that yet.










 


[image: alt]





Vietnam floats idea of Communist Party chief doubling as ... - aejjr 

Oct 2, 2018 - Top leader Trong poised to secure more power in mode of Xi Jinping ... over the presidency, just as Chinese President Xi Jinping holds both ...










 


[image: alt]





Vietnam: Old Guard, New Tack - aejjr 

looked like the best hope of leading Vietnam into the world's upper middle ... For Trong and many other idealists inside and outside the party, the Ã¼ber-issue is corruption. ... Many see it primarily as a strategic move to escape economic domination










 


[image: alt]





Vietnam, an Old and New Nation - aejjr 

4000 years of civilization1, but, as it is true for most nation origins, part of that noble ... who had not smiled, laughed or uttered a word since birth. ... the King to build him a large iron horse and a sturdy iron rod, and he would ... level rose










 


[image: alt]





Vietnam Should Abandon Non-Alignment Now - aejjr 

Jan 29, 2016 - position to walk this path than former premier Nguyen Tan Dung, considered by western observers as a pro-. West reformer and vocal ...










 














×
Report The Rising Tide of Change in Vietnam - aejjr .fr





Your name




Email




Reason
-Select Reason-
Pornographic
Defamatory
Illegal/Unlawful
Spam
Other Terms Of Service Violation
File a copyright complaint





Description















Close
Save changes















×
Signe






Email




Mot de passe







 Se souvenir de moi

Vous avez oublié votre mot de passe?




Signe




 Connexion avec Facebook












 

Information

	A propos de nous
	Règles de confidentialité
	TERMES ET CONDITIONS
	AIDE
	DROIT D'AUTEUR
	CONTACT
	Cookie Policy





Droit d'auteur © 2024 P.PDFHALL.COM. Tous droits réservés.








MON COMPTE



	
Ajouter le document

	
de gestion des documents

	
Ajouter le document

	
Signe









BULLETIN



















Follow us

	

Facebook


	

Twitter



















Our partners will collect data and use cookies for ad personalization and measurement. Learn how we and our ad partner Google, collect and use data. Agree & Close



