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The New York Times

Yesterday was an important day in the fight against racial segregation: Ruby. Bridges Hall, a six year old black girl. (pictured left), was admitted to William. 
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The New York Times All the News That’s Fit to Print 



- Nov. 15th, 1960 



INTEGRATION HAS STARTED 



Onwards



Ruby & her escort 



Tradition vs. Acceptance The opinions outside the gates were almost unanimous: we don’t want a black child in our school. When asked why, a white mother answered : “How do you expect our children to learn with a n….. in the school? They’re filthy, disruptive and violent! I just can’t understand why anyone would want such an animal mixed in with our children.” But beyond the sidewalk, we found much more accommodating ideas. Mr. Richard Faulkner, father of two girls, when asked what he thought of the integration replied: “It’s about time. When that law was passed earlier this year I felt so glad knowing that colored children would be able to benefit from our educational system. It won’t be easy for them at the beginning, but I truly hope that people will learn to accept them as fellow human beings.” 



Yesterday was an important day in the fight against racial segregation: Ruby Bridges Hall, a six year old black girl (pictured left), was admitted to William Frantz Elementary School, New Orleans. William Frantz is the first all white school in the American south to commence the integration process. Outside the school, a crowd of approximately 150, predominantly women and youths (below), was protesting on the sidewalk facing the school whilst the 



regular students filed in (8:40 am). Chanting and jeering could be heard. At 9:20, Ruby herself arrived, escorted by four U.S. marshals and her mother. They then entered the school at a brisk pace, apprehensive of the large crowds who at the sight of the young girl began screaming in fury. A chant arose: “2, 4, 6, 8, we don’t wanna integrate, 8, 6, 4, 2, we don’t want a chiggeroo” (chigger being a derogatory term in the southern states for negro). Once it was clear that no one would exit the school, the crowd dispersed. 







Though many people might still think that segregation needs to be kept in place, it has become undeniable that these laws are unconstitutional. We must look to the future, and see it as one in which all men, regardless of race or religion, are equal. 



Kit Pethel 



The crowd outside the school 
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