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The International Symposium  of  Dogmatic Theology    Orthodox Theology Faculty of “Aurel Vlaicu” University from  Arad  Arad  the 6th – the 8th of June 2007



Final Document The proceedings of the International Symposium of Dogmatic Theology with the main title “Stresses and Perspectives of Orthodox Dogmatic Theology for the Church’s Mission in Contemporary World” have been carried out with the blessing of Our Most Reverend Bishop D. Timotei Seviciu, Bishop of Arad, between the 6th and the 8th of June 2007 at the Orthodox Theology Faculty of “Aurel Vlaicu” University from Arad. The Symposium was organized by The Orthodox Theology Faculty’s Centre of Theological – Historical Studies and Pastoral – Missionary Prognosis of “Aurel Vlaicu” University from Arad. Both Romanian and foreign hierarchs and professors of Dogmatic Theology from Orthodox Theology Faculties have participated in the debates of this Symposium. In the opening of this scientific event, the office of “Te Deum” was held on Wednesday the 6 of June at 9 a.m. in the Faculty’s Chapel to which all guests invited to the Symposium have participated, led by Our Most Reverend Bishop Timotei. th



The inaugural session was presided by Our Most Reverend Bishop Timotei and led by organizers. There have been presented messages on the part of local authorities: the Cityhall and the County Council, on the part of “Aurel Vlaicu” University’s Rectorship, Mrs. Prof. D. Lizica Mihuţ, on the part of Our Most Reverend Metropolitan D. Nicolae Corneanu, Metropolitan of Banat. Reverend Ph.D. Constantin Rus, Dean of Orthodox Theology Faculty from Arad, welcomed the guests, showing the importance of this event. Further on, Reverend Ph.D. Ioan Tulcan, Director of Theology Faculty’s Centre of Studies from Arad, encompassed in his speech the entire issue of Dogmatic Theology in a local and universal context, highlighting its exceptional importance in a new ecclesiastical, cultural, social and historical perspective. Our Most Reverend Bishop D. Timotei Seviciu, after having welcomed the guests, emphasized the importance of this event, showing what the Orthodox Church expects from those who serve Church’s Theology. There was one scientific paper presented in the opening proceedings: The Theological Implication of Dogmatic Teaching as Means of Action in Contemporary World 1



Bishop Ph.D. Ignatie Midici (Theology Faculty of Beograd University/ Serbia) Saint Athanasie the Great on Banat gates Bishop Ph.D. Daniil Stoenescu (Bishop of Dacia Felix) During the first work session, which took place in the Theology Faculty’s Aula and was led by Ph.D. Michel Stavrou & Rev. Ph.D. Adrian Niculcea, the following papers were presented: Towards an Orthodox Theology Culture Rev. Ph.D. Emmanuel Clapsis (Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology, Brookline/ United States of America) The Divine Logos in Contemporary Theology Rev. Acad. Ph.D. Dumitru Popescu (Theology Faculty of Bucharest University/Romania) Revisiting the Question on an Absolute Theological Criterion Systematic Theology challenged by Modern Hermeneutics Ph.D. Assaad Elias Kattan, (Theology Institute of Münster University/ Germany) During the second work session, which took place in the Theology Faculty’s Aula and was led by Rev. Dr. Emmanuel Clapsis & Rev. Ph.D. Nicolae Moşoiu, the following papers were presented: L'ecclésiologie eucharistique comme moteur de la mission dans le monde du XXIe siècle Ph.D. Michel Stavrou (Theology Institute Saint Serge, Paris/ France) The Centrality of Christ as Creator Logos and Saviour in Church’s Theology and Mission Rev. Ph.D. Valer Bel (Theology Faculty of Babes-Boylai University, Cluj-Napoca/ Romania) Was kann die Rumanische Orthodoxe Kirche in Europaischer Union bringen? Rev. Ph.D. Dumitru Megheşan (Theology Faculty of Oradea University/ Romania) During the third work session, which took place in the Theology Faculty’s Aula on the 7th of June and was led by Rev. Ph.D. Ştefan Buchiu & Rev. Ph. D. Dumitru Popescu, the following papers were presented: Ecumenical Dimension of the Orthodox Witness Ph.D. Daniel Munteanu (Theology Faculty of Erlangen University/ Germany) Theological requirements of Holy Spirit Life, according to St. Gregory Palamas Ph.D. Dimitrios Tselengidis (Theology Faculty of Thessalonica/ Greece) Teaching Orthodox Dogmatic Theology in America Today Ph.D. Peter C. Bouteneff (St Vladimir's Orthodox Theological Seminary, New York / United States of America)



During the fourth work session, which took place in the Theology Faculty’s Aula on the 7th of June and was led by Ph.D. Peter C. Bouteneff & Ph. D. Daniel Munteanu, the following papers were presented: Dogma and Mission in Today’s Church Working Rev. Ph.D. Dumitru Radu (Theology Faculty of Ovidius University, Constanta / Romania) The Relationship between Jesus Christ and Holy Spirit in Contemporary Orthodox Theology
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Rev. Ph.D. Ştefan Buchiu (Theology Faculty of Bucharest University / Romania) Ecumenical Spirituality between postmodernism and the vision of the Transfiguration’s light. Reflections on the preparation of the 3rd European ecumenical Meeting in Sibiu (September 2007) Rev. Ph.D. Adrian Niculcea (Theology Faculty of Ovidius University, Constanta/ Romania) Mystical-sacramental Teognosia in the ecclesiastical ambience. Rev. Ph.D. Nicolae Moşoiu (Theology Faculty of Lucian Blaga University, Sibiu/ Romania) The Theology of Christological Anthropology and its relevance in overtaking the anthropological conception of secularized century Rev. Ph.D. Vasile Citiriga (Theology Faculty of Ovidius University, Constanta/ Romania) During the fifth work session, which took place in the Theology Faculty’s Aula on the 8th of June and was led by Ph.D. Dimitrios Tselengidis & Ph.D. Peter Bouteneff, the following papers were presented: Enlivening of patristic researches in the middle of XX century Ph.D. Petr Mikhailov (St. Tichon's Orthodox Humanitarian University of Moscow/ Russia) The Church – Mystery and Presence of God’s Kingdom in the World, their Implications in today’s Church Mission Rev. Ph.D. Ioan Tulcan (Theology Faculty of Aurel Vlaicu University, Arad/ Romania) Orthodox Dogmatic Theology in the second half of the 20th century and the beginning of the 21st century and its representative personalities Ph.D. Cristinel Ioja (Theology Faculty of Aurel Vlaicu University, Arad/ Romania) The papers’ presentation was followed by open discussions. Further on, numerous proposals were formulated referring to the themes approached during the sessions. Among the various issues approached during the debates the following observations, stresses, proposals and even general and special perspectives were emphasized: 1.



Orthodox Dogmatic Theology represents one of the basic theological subjects, as service of the Church. It has the mission to confess the truths revealed by Jesus Christ’s Gospel and to make them accessible to all generations of the faithful along the centuries. Orthodox Dogmatic Theology has the mission to study and communicate the theology of the Orthodox Church with faithfulness to its catholicity and its existential and social significance for the life of the world. Orthodox Theology serves the mission of the Church.



2.



This Symposium was an occasion of reflection upon what was fulfilled in this domain during a century, of seizing the great syntheses that have been realized of emphasizing the theological personalities which honourably represented Dogmatic Theology and of noticing focuses, directions and perspectives which can be encountered in this theology in the past century.



3.



The purpose of our current approach is not only to account for what has been realized in this domain, though this is not devoid of immediate importance, but all the contrary, to seize those focuses, accents and openings which can come with
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the solution to the great questions and provocations that modern world addresses to our Church in its today’s actions and mission. 4.



Our times with their entire complexity require a closer relationship between Dogmatic Theology and the other theological subjects, especially Biblical and Practical Theology. But none the less are we imposed an opening of Dogmatic Theology in front of the secularized world’s cultural trends to which it must provide answers and even credible solutions. We must encourage the dialogue between Science and Theology, Theology and Culture.



5.



The theological progress which has been realized up to date pointed out that Dogmatic Theology both in its didactic activity and in its pastoral – missionary implications must prove a stronger connection between the study and the elaborate presentation of the faith’s truths and life itself as well as the spirituality of ecclesial community.



6.



Orthodox Dogmatic Theology’s study must be continuously and thoroughly considered. A profound evaluation and analysis is necessary performed by a group of reputed professors which should identify and highlight both positive and insufficient aspects of this theological matter’s development. We must not omit either cultural, social and interdenominational factors which had influenced it as well as the ideas, trends, philosophical systems and scientific evolutions which interrelate and communicate in this period.



7.



Taking into account the previous statements, we think that such an institutionalised updating of this kind of theological meetings is necessary at least every second year. In this sense, we propose the setting up of an International Association of Orthodox Dogmatic Theologians by which we could accomplish an even stronger connection between us. The participants agreed this idea and elaborated a statute of this association. The persons who form the association’s temporary board are: President: Rev. Ph.D. Ioan Tulcan (Theology Faculty of Aurel Vlaicu University, Arad/ Romania), Vice-presidents: Ph.D. Michel Stavrou (Theology Institute Saint Serge, Paris/ France), Ph.D. Peter C. Bouteneff (St. Vladimir's Orthodox Theological Seminary, New York / United States of America), General Secretary: Ph.D. Daniel Munteanu (Theology Faculty of Erlangen University/ Germany)



The participants to this International Symposium appreciate the importance and usefulness of such meetings for the academic orthodox theological teaching, for Church’s life and mission. † The Most Reverend Bishop D. TIMOTEI SEVICIU Bishop af Arad, Ienopole, Halmagiu and Hunedoara. Rev. Ph. D.Constantin Rus, (Dean of Theology Faculty of Aurel Vlaicu University, Arad/ Romania) Rev. Ph.D. Ioan Tulcan (Manager of Theological Centre from Arad) 4



Bishop Ph.D. Ignatie Midici (Theology Faculty of Beograd University/ Serbia) Rev. Dr. Emmanuel Clapsis (Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology – Brookline/ United States of America) Rev. Acad. Ph.D. Dumitru Popescu (Theology Faculty of Bucharest University/Romania) Ph.D. Assaad Elias Kattan, (Theology Institute of Münster University/ Germany) Ph.D. Michel Stavrou (Theology Institute Saint Serge, Paris/ France) Rev. Ph.D. Dumitru Radu (Theology Faculty of Ovidius University, Constanta / Romania) Rev. Ph.D. Valer Bel (Theology Faculty of Babes-Boylai University, Cluj-Napoca/ Romania) Ph.D. Daniel Munteanu (Theology Faculty of Erlangen University/ Germany) Ph.D. Dimitrios Tselengidis (Theology Faculty of Thessalonica/ Greece) Ph.D. Peter C. Bouteneff (St. Vladimir's Orthodox Theological Seminary, New York / United States of America) Ph.D. Petr Mikhailov (St. Tichon's Orthodox Humanitarian University of Moscow) Rev. Ph.D. Ştefan Buchiu
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(Theology Faculty of Bucharest University / Romania) Rev. Ph.D. Adrian Niculcea (Theology Faculty of Ovidius University, Constanta/ Romania) Rev. Ph.D. Nicolae Moşoiu (Theology Faculty of Lucian Blaga University, Sibiu/ Romania) Rev. Ph.D. Vasile Citiriga (Theology Faculty of Ovidius University, Constanta/ Romania) Rev. Ph.D. Dumitru Megheşan (Theology Faculty of Oradea University/ Romania) Rev. Ph.D. Ioan Tulcan (Theology Faculty of Aurel Vlaicu University, Arad/ Romania) Ph.D. Cristinel Ioja (Theology Faculty of Aurel Vlaicu University, Arad/ Romania)
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