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Académie de Toulouse – sections européennes – session 2014 Sujet n°2



THE EYE OF HORUS – CORRECTION According to the legend, when Set and Horus were fighting for the throne after Osiris's death, Set gouged out Horus's left eye and threw it into the Nile. Most of the eye was restored by Thoth, apart from one last portion. 4.
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6. The Egyptians used to decompose any fraction (with a and b being two integers not equal to 0 in a sum of inverses of integers. For example: 5 4+1 4 1 1 1 = = + = + 12 12 12 12 3 12 = = + + + = + + + d) e)
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f) According to the answer of the previous question 
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DNL - The story of maths Part 1.1 - Understanding test - Solution Name :
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Did the Egyptians use a decimal system (base 10) , a binary (base 2) or a base 60 system? A decimal system. Why was the Egyptian number system difficult to use ? They had no concept of a place value, therefore writing a number could take a lot of characters. What kind of mathematical operations can we find in the Rhind Mathematical Papyrus (recorded by a scribe called Ahmes around 1650BC)? Multiplications, divisions (fractions too). Which geometric shape's area is also studied in the Rhind papyrus? The circle 's area. Which very famous theorem is used by the ancient Egyptians to build their Pyramids? Pythagoras' theorem.
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