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The Diet of Mediterranean Gull (Larus melanocephalus) Chicks at Fledging Vassilis Goutner GOUTNel hological and herpetological value and has been described in detail by STUSBSet al. (1981) and GOUTNE• & PAeAKOSTaS(1992). It comprises a shallow lagoon, separated from the sea to the south-east by a sandy heath and to the north-west by industrial salines. In the study years (1986-1988) the Mediterranean Gull colony was situated on islets covered with halophilous vegetation in the southern part of the lagoon. Material for the food study was collected in 1986, 1987 and 1988 in three different ways. First, stomachs of freshly dead chicks were collected in 1988 during the last third of the fledging period, that is between 25 June and 5 July (GowTNER 1986). Stomachs were stored in 10 % formalin, and after five days were placed in 70 % alcohol until analysis. Second, regurgitations were collected mainly in 1987 (79 % of the total) between the above mentioned dates and stored in 70 % alcohol. Third, I visited the colony site late in August in all study years and collected stomachs from chicks which had died during the third part of the fledging period estimating their age by their plumage characteristics and bill size (unpubl. data). I had found that in already decomposed chicks stomach formed a hardened and resistant sac where a variety of food items were preserved in good condition. The contents of carcass stomachs were preserved dry in glass tubes. Each stomach was opened and items were separated into categories, counted and identified. Animal material was weighed after the excess moisture was removed by soft blotting paper and by exposure of material in room temperature. Volume was measured in a graduated volumetric cylinder. I removed the excess preservative from wheat grains by drying this material in an automatic electric dryer at 65 °C for one hour and then exposed it in room temperature until constant mass. In the first 15 samples, mass and volume of wheat grains were very similar (Z = 1.34, P = 0.18, Sign test), so I thereafter measured wheat mass. Mass and volume of the total number of insects in a stomach were corrected based on the intact individuals found. Regurgitations was removed from alcoholic preservative, dried with blotting paper and exposed at room temperature. Items were then separated, counted, massed and identified. In each carcass stomachs I only recorded the number of items. For wheat grains, 1 recorded the number of carcass stomachs containing grains. I am grateful to the following persons for their help in the identification of the study material: J. JEzE~, S. BILY,A. CEJCHAN,L. HOBER~ANDr,J. JELINEK,I. KOVAR,J. MAC~Kand V. SVIH>A(Dep. Entomol., Nat. Mus. Nat. Hist., Prague); P. S. ECONOMI*)IS,A. KOUKOURAS,D. KOUTSOUBaS,M. LaZARIDou-DIMITRIADOU, A. STA~KOU,K. MI~ALIs,D. STEFANInOU,and S. MIHA~L(Dep. Zool. Univ. Thessaloniki). Many thanks to 8. KAZANTZlDISfor aid in the field. I thank R. W. F~RNESS,the Applied Ornithology Unit and the Dep. Zool. in Glasgowfor computing and other facilities. Special thanks to J. E Ct 
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