






[image: PDFHALL.COM]






Menu





	 maison
	 Ajouter le document
	 Signe
	 Créer un compte







































THE ART OF GEOMETRY

TRANSPORTED THE ARABIC LANGUAGE TO THE WORLD. MOROCCAN CALLIGRAPHY ... Advanced Mathematics but his home-sickness and melancholy ... 

















 Télécharger le PDF 






 947KB taille
 3 téléchargements
 435 vues






 commentaire





 Report
























MASTERPIECE



01 Abdel Malik Nounouhi’s work stands as a witness to his link to the calligraphy masters of the past.



the art of



spIritual geometry AMAL AL SORANY



SINCE ANCIENT TIMES, THE ART OF CALLIGRAPHIC PENMANSHIP HAS EVOLVED AS A BRIDGE BETWEEN THE SPIRITUAL AND THE MATERIAL, THE VERBAL AND THE VISUAL AND HAS TRANSPORTED THE ARABIC LANGUAGE TO THE WORLD. MOROCCAN CALLIGRAPHY ARTIST, ABDEL MALIK NOUNOUHI INVITES US TO DISCOVER THIS ANCIENT ART FORM.
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I use the Arabic ‘letter’ as a principle structure and I make it evolve into a universe of painting and subject matter.



02 ‘I have a dream’ (2011). Acrylic, pigments and ink on paper, 50x40cm.
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03 ‘Venomous Anthology, Ibn Zaydûn’ (2011). Acrylic, pigments ink on canvas. 117x73cm. Private collection, Paris, France. 04 ‘Land of Kaf’ N°1 (2011). Mixed media on canvas 70x50cm.
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T



he words that are painted in artistic aesthetics are appreciated for their visual ambience and practiced throughout the world. It is a living tradition that has the capacity for self-renewal enabling the artist to adopt a contemporary approach while remaining true to the artistic heritage of this deep-rooted art. Charged with dynamic life, the individual Arabic letter painted in calligraphic form is a sheer experience that transcends the visual experience simply into a beautiful work of art. Abdel Malik Nounouhi’s work stands as a witness to his link to the calligraphy masters of the past. Born in Morocco, where he spent the first 18 years of his life, he experienced the first taste of writing at the Quranic School in his village. Encouraged by his teacher who realized his talent for tracing letters, Nounouhi pursued his dream, but circumstances dictated that he follow a more scientific avenue, while still maintaining a passion for writing. By the age of 19, Nounouhi had moved to Paris to pursue his studies in Advanced Mathematics but his home-sickness and melancholy ensured that his passion for the Arabic script was rekindled and resurfaced like a deep wave, as a way of holding onto his roots and never forgetting where he has come from. He says, “As a result of this melancholy, one could often find the odd Arabic letter here or there between two number equations or mathematical signs during my studies”. After completing his studies, he happened to present some of his amateur works to some members of the Paris’ artist quarter who were very vocal in encouraging him to follow his artistic pursuits. That’s when he decided to concentrate purely on calligraphy and on mastering its varied techniques. The beauty of Arabic Calligraphy has no borders, it requires extensive knowledge about the principle writing systems of the language itself, from its alphabets to the diacritics that adorn and shape the Arabic letter and its phonetics.
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Calligraphy is everywhere you look, from books to architecture and even shop front windows.



In an interview with Abdel Malik Nounouhi, Durrah investigates his experience with the art of spiritual geometry. What attracted you to the art of calligraphy? Arabic Calligraphy is an ancient art and when you grow up in an Arabic country, it is very much a part of you from a young age. Calligraphy is everywhere you look, from books to architecture and even shop front windows. As passionate as I was for Mathematics it was practically impossible for me not to be drawn in by the art of calligraphy form that obeyed certain rules of harmony, logic and balance. I’ve always believed that the makeup of calligraphy was closely connected with mathematical reasoning and geometric rules. Therefore going from mathematical symbols to an artistic interpretation of Arabic lettering was a logical progression for me. One for which I didn’t really notice any discernable rift. Where do you find inspiration for your work? My childhood and adolescence were very much imprinted with the traditions of Arabic text and for the last 20 years I have lived in France where we are submerged by the culture of ‘imagery’, whether it’s presented in the form of paintings or everyday life. I consider myself very much of a Nomad in respect to my artistic endeavors. I love turning back time, traveling through eras and passing from one vision to another, from calligraphy on paper to a painting of ‘letters’ on canvas. I am constantly looking for balance and harmonious visions. I navigate between color palettes that range from shades of Ochre to basic Indian ink. My inspiration is intimately linked to what I read but I can easily move back and forth between the Arab-Andalucian poetry of Ibn Zaydoun to the contemporary works of Mahmoud Darwish. You’ve worked on a number of projects
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with ‘El-Khatt’ (a style of calligraphy writing), how do you describe your experience with the Arabic alphabet? In my case it’s more to do with specific letters rather than a specific style of writing. I use the Arabic ‘letter’ as a principle structure and I make it evolve into a universe of painting and subject matter. This creates a completely different process in the sense that the two entities; that of the ‘letter’ and that of the ‘subject matter’, must coexist together, must support each other mutually to form a connected piece of art that can be seen in a unique way. The one shouldn’t distort the other but rather be an extension of the other. What are the messages you want to communicate to your audience through calligraphy? It depends on the period, on moments, on the humor and on the moods which are more present at one time than at another. A text, a poem, a thought that passes through my mind at a particular time in my life inspires a particular type of image composition or text meaning. At other times I need the form to speak for itself without any specific message. The script becomes a changeable geometric image that can be written in one way as well as in another, taking up all the space area of the canvas to form a vision that demands to be looked at, not read. What is the cultural element incorporated within your work of art? I always approach my creations on two axes: a visual axis which is determined by the choice of a palette of colors and materials and a textual axis which determines the theme itself. It was in this way that I dedicated a period to the theme of the desert “Paroles d’Horizon” and “Nomadisme
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05 ‘Kaf.Lam.Mim.Noun’ Act N°1, (2011). Ink on paper, 50x50cm. 06 ‘Between Kaf and Noun : The beginning’ (2011). Ink on Paper, 50x120cm. Private collection, Casablanca, Morroco. 07 ‘Between Kaf and Noun : The rising’(2011). Ink on Paper, 100x40cm. Private collection, Casablanca, Morroco.
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Lyrique” through a palette of Ochre colors and materials. I also put together an exhibition, “Tolérance” at the request of cultural centers here in France. It’s an exhibition which travels from city to city with the aim of introducing Arabic calligraphy to the general public. Also included in the exhibition are conferences, workshops and meetings with the public. I’ve also done an exhibition entitled “Tourabiatt”, based on the poetry of Mahmoud Darwish. This year I’ve started a new series “Entre le Kaf et le Noun” or “Between the letter “Kaf” and the letter “Noun” which is a more conceptual series, it’s more contemporary and abstract than my work on other periods. It comes together in Indian Ink, a game of light and shadow in much the same vein as an engraving or a black and white photograph. Do you encourage artists to take up calligraphy as a style of art? Do you see it as a significant component of the contemporary art movement? The world of calligraphy is vast, rich and varied. It offers an infinite number of ways to express yourself, whether it be in classical calligraphy text or modern contemporary forms of calligraphy. The structure of the Arabic letter can happily coexist with other forms of art, paintings, graphics, or even video and animation. Arabic calligraphy is absolutely a significant component of today’s art movement and will be more and more so in the years to come. I truly believe this. Have you collaborated with other artists to produce a joint work of calligraphy art? I like intermixing in the Arts; exchanges between artistic forms are often enriching experiences, both creatively and on a humanistic level. I often collaborate on poetry illustrations intended for publishing as well as the purely graphic undertakings intended for of cultural event or musical posters. Actually at the moment, I’m working on filming something to do with calligraphy, how to meld the gesture and the image, the movement and the concept. This will very likely take the form of a visual installation or exhibition in 2012.
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08 ‘Planet Kaf and Noun’ Univers N°2 (2011). Acrylic, pigments and ink on paper. 49x39cm. 09 ‘Kaf’ Verticality (2011). Ink on paper 50x50cm.Private collection, Casablanca, Morroco. 10 ‘Tears of Nay, Mahmoud Darwish’ (2010). Acrylic, pigments and ink on Maki Paper. 39x35.5cm.
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