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Swiss knives



The Swiss Army knife, is indeed one of the most used knife for outdoors purposes.



This term regroups all the knives made by two brands: Victorinox and Wenger. These maker provide the Swiss army in equal parts since 1908. Originally Swiss army knives were ordered in Germany (since 1886), and in 1891, the future Victorinox company made the first Swiss delivery. Read the whole story here: Swiss Army Knife. By being official providers of the Swiss army, these two brands have the right to call their products Swiss army knives. Of course, only the most basic models are effectively contracted to the Swiss army (the soldier and officer models) I therefore prefer the name of Swiss knives.



I got my first one around 1975, at a time They were only found in Switzerland, and I have used, lost, given, owned, a numerous amount of them, in different models since that time.



My goal here is not to do a detailed discussion of some model, there are hundreds of them, and everybody can find one he really likes, but to present some big lines of the different collections.



Victorinox is generally reputed for it's better quality, and better adjusted work, but in my opinion, all things are relative and really depend of the specific model considered. Victorinox excels on some, Wenger on others.



Here are some Swiss knives



From left to right: • • •



Victorinox pioneer. Wenger Soldier (the upper one, aluminium scaled) Wenger (the lower red scaled)
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Swiss knives • • • •



Wenger Stainless steel scales. Victorinox lock blade another Victorinox lock blade. Wenger Ranger lock blade.



As you can see, Swiss knives come in a wide variety of sizes (58 mm, 65 mm, 75 mm, 84 mm, 85 mm, 91 mm, 111 mm, 120 mm), with or without locking blades, saws, files, plastic, aluminum, or stainless handles, etc..



Different sizes



Hardness of different parts [1]: • • • • • • •



Blade : 56 HRC Saw: 52 HRC 3 mm screwdriver: 53 HRC 7.5 mm screwdriver: 52 HRC Philips: 51 HRC Blade separators: 53 HRC Springs: 48 HRC



The formula would be a 0.4 carbon, 12 chromium, and variable molybdenum content [2].



Springs are designed to sustain a minimum of 26000 opening/closing cycles per tool. The life span of a model is estimated to 40000 cycles, for all elements [3].



The more tools they have and the thicker and heavier they get, to a point you cannot call them pocket knives
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Swiss knives anymore (unless your pockets are Kevlar reinforced). The following picture illustrates this:



Different thicknesses



I personally always have a pioneer or soldier (the first two on the left of the previous picture) in the pocket, because they are minimalists, light and flat. They have an awl which doubles as a scratch blade.



A Pioneer



But I like the locking blades too, and especially the Ranger model with its 10 cm liner-lock blade, and it's curved safety blade with a blunt point.



The ranger



Copyright © Outdoors-Magazine.com



Page 4/9



Swiss knives



A view of the locking blades, on the side of the release buttons



Among the tools I really find useful in Swiss knives are: •



The main blade, which I prefer if it can be locked, but this is available only on bigger models.
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Swiss knives •



• • •



•



The curved blunt point blade. Originally designed for hunters as a gutter, it is very useful for emergency situations, when a layer of material needs to be cut, and not anything else. The edge is finer too, and the recurve allows to cut well by pulling. Big flat screw-driver and bottle opener combo. Small flat screw-driver and can opener. Also used as an emergency philips / posidrive. The awl or punch. Some are just points (Wenger Ranger), some have a hole, some have a sharpened edge and can be used as a wood drill (Victorinox lock blades), some can in addition be used as a scraper, because mounted as a blade (Soldier, Pioneer). I prefer the latest. The wood saw. This is something I use a lot, The bigger the knife, the most efficient the saw.



Then there are tools, I do not find essential: • • • • • • • • •



Pliers Scissors Metal file Phillips screw-driver Lens Teeth pick Tweezers Nail file etc etc, there must be at least 100 different tools available from the two makers.



This list is very personal, for my outdoors use. Another person will end with another list, and chose other priorities than mine (weight). A lot of people swear by the WorkChamp, SwissChamp, CyberTool, normal or XL models, which I find personally much too big.



There are also some survival combos available from Victorinox, with knife and emergencies, including compass, whistle, pen, basic first aid, mini mag light, in a leather belt pouch.



Some knives now come with a watch or an altimeter built in the scales, some others include a rigid flame lighter, a laser, or a led...



Prices range from 10 Euro to 150 Euro [4], and retention chains, clips, pouches, repair kits, are available for little extra money.



Swiss knives almost never rust [5]. They need to be oiled now and then, as they accumulate lots of dirt, but else than that, they are easy to take care of.



The blades are not the best edge-holding ones I have seen, but they take a fine edge, are rust proof, and are easily sharpened [6].



Conclusion



Let's face it, for hiking, there is no need to carry more knives than one of these, in general. I found that I only need a few tools, and rarely use the others. This saves weight. Also, I prefer the knife being in my pocket, than in a pouch of a back-pack or bag.
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Swiss knives Swiss knives are very valuable pocket knives (as long as they fit in the pocket). The wide range of sizes, functions, tools and combinations available, allows everybody to find his Swiss knife, on both the price and function aspects. The only difficulty there is into finding what you want, but you are the only person to know how you will use it.



A Swiss knife will last at least some 10 years, and probably some 20 years if taken care of.



Updated 24-09-2003



Here are some pictures of the Ranger after I dressed it in macassar ebony and rosewood)
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Swiss knives
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Swiss knives



[1] Victorinox data [2] Victorinox data [3] Victorinox data [4] 1 Euro =1 US $ [5] and I carry them in salted environment, they do need a clear-water soak, after salted water use though [6] a burnisher is useful there, as the steel being soft, the edges generally only need to be realigned to be perfectly sharp again
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2008 Product Line - SOG Knives 

UDT/SEAL Association, SWAT/SpecOps. Instructor ...... ballistic polymer handle with heavy duty bolts and a steel ferrule to keep the handle from splitting.
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2014 product guide - SOG Knives 

For updates, more product specs, and company info, visit us at: SOGKNIVES.COM. 6521 212th St. SW â€¢ Lynnwood, WA 98036. 425-771-6230 â€¢ 888-405-6433.
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Download - SOG Knives 

blade and hard anodized aluminum handle, says I'm ready for whatever might come my way. .... Several sizes are available to fit your many applications. E-Clips. Open: 4.75". Weight: .7 ...... as a wilderness back pack essential as well as a camp, tru
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2015 - Zero Tolerance Knives 

Uncoated blade and handle let the metal take pride of place. BlackWashâ„¢ hides hard-use scratches and ..... PHOSPHORUS. SILICON. SULPHUR. TUNGSTEN.
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Download - SOG Knives 

For more than 25 years, SOG has supplied militaries, law enforcement personnel, ..... while mounted on ones hip, the light can illuminate your way. ... Anodizing - We are using a Mil-Spec Type III hard anodizing process that is tougher and harder tha
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product catalog 2011 - SOG Knives 

with red/ready to go, checkered DigiGrip handles, and tacky ... shows red, you are ready to go! ..... is top dog with its 6-barrel 20mm cannon of the Gatling-type.
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2008 Product Line - SOG Knives 

From our miniatures to our industrial models, SOG has a multi- tool for every ...... ergonomic handle with deeper finger grooves, racy new blade shape ...... hum b hole. MSRP. Standard (Part #). MSRP. TiNi (Part #). Page #. Kilowatt. 7.5â€�. 4.1â€�.
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product catalog 2011 - SOG Knives 

Desert Camo. TF-6 ..... and is an integral part of the armament of modern fighters ...... Part #:. SSD01-L. Length: 11.8â€�. Blade: 7.2â€� x .23â€�. Weight: 12.3 oz. Steel:.
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product catalog 2010 - SOG Knives 

slotted thumb studs, machine screw construction, a low-reflective bead-blasted .... sliver of a knife (3/16â€� thick without the clip) won't take up ..... the Vietnam War.
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American Handgunner Article - ESEE Knives 

During that period we signed a contract with the Peruvian military to run our students through their special opera- tions jungle survival course. After that contract ...
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2009 Product Line - SOG Knives 

back is the most versatile possible; military belts, MOLLE type applications, belts, vests, etc. are all easily mounted to quickly ... fishing line, zipping electrical cable sheathing, opening ..... shapes created a distinct hybrid of form and functi
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america's knife company - Emerson Knives 

Overall Length: 7.2 in. Blade Length: 2.9 in. CQC- ..... MINI DESERT ROADHOUSE: Details found on Page 4 ... ORK ON ANY PART OF THE KN. IFE. VOID. S W.
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2009 Product Line - SOG Knives 

propel the knife open becomes greater than the closing force and the blade will open on its own. â€œThe beauty of this ...... The Access Card 2.0 doesn't grant admission into top-secret facilities, ...... Call the SOG sales department for more detail
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2007 Product Line - SOG Knives 

From our miniatures to our industrial models, SOG has a multi- ...... Hardcasedâ„¢ TiNi blade, newly designed longer ergonomic handle with deeper finger grooves, racy new ..... hum b hole. MSRP. Standard (Part #). MSRP. TiNi (Part #). Page #.
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Swiss autonomie 

Notice d'information. Swiss autonomie vous ... partielle et le capital "1Ã¨res dÃ©penses". Avec Swiss ... En l'absence de dÃ©pendance, ce capital sera versÃ© au(x) ...










 


[image: alt]





product catalog 2010 - SOG Knives 

... of the United States. Adventure Racing Association (USARA) ...... We used a high impact and tough glass-reinforced polymer handle that is overmolded with a ...
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custom fixedblade knives dbid wk9mk 
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• • • • • - Swiss Football League 

Valeurs comme la Solidarité, l'équité, le respect, et renforce la cohésion et l'estime de Soi. Le football professionnel a des effets positifs bien au-delà des ...
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Aeropolitics 1 16 - Swiss 

stratégiques de l'avenir. Page 4. Aéronautique et politique. Un investissement pour l'avenir. Page 6. Faits et chiffres. Tout savoir sur le transport aérien. Page 8 ...
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Swiss-Indoor-Championship.ai 

SKYTOIVING Ñ�Ð½Ñ� Ð¿Ñ€Ð¾Ð¿Ð°Ð½ Ð¢Ñ€. 2016. SCHWEIZER MEISTERSCHAFT BODYFLYING. CHAMPIONNATS SUISSES CHUTE-LIBRE INDOOR positif 1 et 2 couleurs.
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MULTI-TOOLS Table of Contents - SOG Knives 

Also, clicking on a part number or image of the product will take you out of the product catalog ..... Length: 7.2â€� ... Desert Digi Camo Handle - TF5-CP $114.00.
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zt + emerson - KAI Knives USA LTD 

The Zero Tolerance 0350 gets a lot of love from knife enthusiasts. Yet there ... by any maker! I knew America could ..... Stretch to fit Cap ZT Logo L/XL. Hoodie ZT.
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2006-2007 Product Line - SOG Knives 

thumb studs, machine screw construction, a low-reflective bead-blasted .... format lockback and won the overall knife of the year award ..... in the Vietnam War.
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Swiss Map online Swiss Map online a succÃ©dÃ© Ã  Swiss Map 25, 50 et ... 

durÃ©e de trajets, l'emplacement des barrages ou encore les zones Ã  frÃ©quence accrue d'encÃ©phalite Ã  tiques. Ces cartes sont mises Ã  la disposi- tion du public ...
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