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Submission Form for a Written Statement to be presented orally during the first session of the Director General’s Consultation on the Draft Programme and Budget for 2010-2011 (35C/5) of National Commissions for UNESCO in Europe and North America All National Commissions of the region are invited to present their opinion on UNESCO’s programme and budget for 2010-2011 (35C/5), concerning themes, programmes, financial matters, procedures, decentralization, One UN, intersectoral platforms and other items, in an oral statement of no longer than 3 minutes, during the first session of the debate on the 35C/5. This oral statement should be put into writing (no longer than 350 words), and has to be sent to the three organizing Commissions no later than 19 May 2008. This written statement may be included as an appendix in the final report of the consultation.



WRITTEN STATEMENT National Commission of



Austria



Spokesperson presenting the statement Maria Walcher, Acting Secretary General



The Austrian Commission for UNESCO is honoured to engage in the regional consultation on UNESCO´s programme for the biennium 2010-2011 and to submit its views on the C/5 document. In order to ensure that UNESCO will in future be better able to accept new challenges, the Austrian Commission considers it to be essential that the UNESCO strategy for the biennium 2010-2011 is developed in a transparent manner and through the participation of all stakeholders. UNESCO´s mission in the fields of education, science, culture and communication is both challenging and diverse. In order to better accomplish its mission an improved definition of UNESCO's role and key responsibilities is indispensable. Both in defining its global policy mission as well as in outlining its operational activities, UNESCO will need to return to its role as the actual lead agency in its core competencies. Efforts to streamline UNESCO´s mission will improve its policy and standard-setting role and will ultimately add to its visibility in the world. Interdisciplinarity should be an automatic feature of all programme objectives and project proposals at UNESCO. In this context, intersectoral cooperation is viewed to be essential. The Austrian Commission considers evaluation and quantification of results from the implementation of the two-year programme to be vital. Difficulties are encountered in determining the potential effectiveness of programmes relative to declared aims. Programme evaluation as an effective tool for corrections and revisions should be an integral element of the decision-making process of the Organisation. The current competitive environment requires taking the lead in moving towards more effective practices in disseminating knowledge. UNESCO would need to put much of its effort in developing a system for exploiting its knowledge and in being part of the lead in the Knowledge Management field. Visibility of UNESCO and its mandate can be improved through more efficient dissemination of reports and publications in member States based on a transparent concept. Measures that aim to achieve greater responsibility and more involvement of Member States in programme implementation as well as closer cooperation between National Commissions and the



Secretariat need to be a critical element of the biennum strategy. In the context of decentralisation, the role and operational capacities of National Commissions need to be fostered in order to strengthen UNESCO´s activities and increase its visibility in Member States. It is therefore proposed that National Commissions take up an active role in assisting the Secretariat to carry out UNESCO´s mission. A closer cooperation with National Commissions would i.a. offer Member States an opportunity to prioritise themes and focus attention on them at national level and encourage cooperation between countries. Also, visibility of UNESCO would be improved on the Member State-level. In implementing UNESCO´s programme, National Commissions play a unique role in including civil society. Taking into account that UNESCO´s resources are limited, efforts should be concentrated on where the need is greatest. Attention can only be given to helping countries with the greatest needs in terms of detailed work by country teams on the ground. Education The Austrian Commission considers education as the prerequisite for human and technical development and for fundamental freedom and gender equality. Therefore strategic efforts to ensure free and equitable access to quality education at all levels – especially for all socially marginalised groups – are needed. In this context, programmes that encourage children at pre-school age prove to be strong foundations for subsequent learning and development. Such programmes also compensate for disadvantage and exclusion, offering a way out of poverty. Thus it is believed that Early Childhood Education should be granted major attention in the C/5. Also, further strengthening the network of UNESCO Associated Schools as an efficiently coordinated network and a vital resource to ensure quality education is essential in this regard. Education through the arts and arts in education, vital to UNESCO´s mandate, should be accorded major priority, especially in view of the world conference on arts education in 2010. In this light, we recommend arts education as another important interdisciplinary platform under item 5 in the UNESCO questionnaire. Referring to Q.5 of the 35 C/5, a platform adding arts education seems to be vital. UNESCO as the lead agency for the UN Decade on Education for Sustainable Development should dedicate priority to this topic of rising relevance. Sciences Emphasis should be placed on setting up a common understanding of ethical norms of science and technology, on encouraging knowledge sharing, promoting access to knowledge and pursuing a foresight perspective under the heading “Science in service of sustainable development”. Initiatives for improved coordination of MP II and MP III are of special relevance. Culture In culture, the 2010-2011 biennium should be fully dedicated to the safeguarding and promotion of cultural diversity, intercultural and interreligious dialogue and the preservation of digital cultural heritage (with particular emphasis on linguistic diversity). The Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural Expressions, an instrument encompassing all fields of UNESCO´s mandate, has been created to enforce the quest for sustainable development through the strengthening of cultural diversity. This broad significance applies equally to the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage. Promotion of both Conventions´ objectives remains one of the main challenges in the 2010-2011period. Communication & Information Access to information, the preservation of knowledge and freedom of expression are considered basic requirements for the construction of democratic knowledge societies. In this vein, the promotion of access to ICTs – particularly in the poorest countries and for vulnerable and disadvantaged groups – needs to be adequately addressed in the C/5 document. Overall, UNESCO should focus on its core competences in the fields of education, sciences, culture and communication/information. Only by streamlining its still scattered programmes the Organisations objectives can be adequately accomplished.
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