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Autumn 2017/Spring 2018 Highlights



Victoria & Abdul



The True Story of the Queen’s Closest Confidant Shrabani Basu United in service, bound by friendship Tall, handsome Abdul Karim was just twenty-four years old when he arrived in England from Agra to wait at tables during Queen Victoria’s Golden Jubilee. An assistant clerk at Agra Central Jail, he suddenly found himself a personal attendant to the Empress of India herself. Within a year, he was established as a powerful figure at court, becoming the queen’s teacher, or Munshi. Devastated by the death of John Brown, her Scottish gillie, the queen had at last found his replacement, but her intense and controversial relationship with the Munshi led to a near-revolt in the royal household.



July 2017 £9.99 9780750982580 Paperback/ebook 198x129mm, 336 pages 31 b&w illustrations UK & Commonwealth rights Shrabani Basu is an author, journalist and historian. She has also written Curry: The Story of the Nation’s Favourite Dish (2003) and Spy Princess: The Life of Noor Inayat Khan (2006). She is based in London.



Victoria & Abdul explores how a young Indian Muslim came to play a central role at the heart of Empire at a time when independence movements in the sub-continent were growing in force. Yet, at its heart, it is a tender love story between an ordinary Indian and his elderly queen – a relationship that survived the best attempts to destroy it.



NOW A MAJOR FEATURE FILM



Dunkirk



The Real Story in Photographs Tim Lynch with Mirrorpix A pictorial exploration of the real story behind Operation Dynamo The Second World War saw heroic efforts made by the Allied forces from its very outset, but in May 1940 disaster befell the British Expeditionary Force in France. Isolated from the rest of their allies, they faced insurmountable numbers of enemy troops. All was so very nearly lost, until the German land forces were given the surprise order by Adolf Hitler to halt briefly. Taking advantage of this unexpected but welcome turn of events, the British troops fled for the beaches of Dunkirk and fortified them while the Royal Navy dispatched almost 900 ships and boats to rescue British and Allied soldiers from the jaws of defeat.



July 2017 £15 9780750982733 Paperback 226x248mm, 96 pages 100 b&w illustrations World English language rights Tim Lynch is a freelance military historian, writer and battlefield guide. He is the author of Dunkirk 1940: Whereabouts Unknown (The History Press, 2010), the story of the troops left behind after the Dunkirk evacuation.



In Dunkirk: The Real Story in Photographs Tim Lynch presents the true story of this miraculous event using stunning, rare images from the Mirrorpix archive.



Mirrorpix is the licensing arm of Trinity Mirror, the UK’s largest newspaper publisher, offering unrivalled access to an incredibly extensive archive of photography, features, stories and illustrations spanning more than a century of British social history and historical world events and personalities.



The Lost Kings



Lancaster, York and Tudor Amy Licence Ten would-be kings whose early deaths changed the course of England’s history



August 2017 £20 9780750969987 Hardback/ebook 234x156mm, 384 pages 16 b&w illustrations World rights Amy Licence is an award-winning author, journalist, blogger and historian. Her bestselling biography of women on the Lancastrian side of the Wars of the Roses, Red Roses: Blanche of Gaunt to Margaret Beaufort, was published in March 2016.



Life could be nasty, brutish and short in the century spanning the Wars of the Roses to the reign of the Tudor kings. Some met their end in battle. Others were dragged to the block, losing everything for daring to aspire to the throne. Some were lost in mysterious circumstances, like Edward V, the elder of the Princes in the Tower. But the majority of these young men died in their teens, on the brink of manhood. They represent the lost paths of history, the fascinating ‘what-ifs’ of the houses of York and Tudor. Their early deaths also diverted the route of dynastic inheritance, with all the complicated implications that could bring, passing power into some unlikely hands. The Lost Kings examines ten such figures in detail, using their short lives to build a narrative of this savage century.



Who Do the English Think They Are? From the Anglo-Saxons to Brexit Derek J. Taylor



Discover England’s national identity embedded in twenty historic places



August 2017 £12.99 9780750977395 Hardback/ebook 198x129mm, 320 pages 20 colour illustrations World English language rights Derek J. Taylor studied law and history at Oxford, before joining ITN as an on-screen reporter. He reported five wars, spent seven months in Iran during the Islamic revolution and, in his later career, he worked for the BBC. He is the author of Magna Carta in 20 Places (2015).



The English are often confused about who they are. They say ‘British’ when they mean ‘English’, and ‘English’ when they should say ‘British’. But when England, more than the rest of the UK, voted to leave the EU, polls showed national identity was a big concern. So it’s time the English sorted out in their minds what it means to be English. A nation’s character is moulded by its history. And in Who Do the English Think They Are? historian and journalist Derek J. Taylor travels the length and breadth of the country to find answers. He discovers that the first English came from Germany, and then in the later Middle Ages the country almost became French. He tracks down the origins of English respect for the rule of law, tolerance and a love of political stability. And, when he reaches Victorian times, he investigates the arrogance and snobbishness that have sometimes blighted English behaviour. Finally, he looks ahead and asks – faced with uncharted waters post-Brexit, what is it is in their national character that will help guide the English people now?



Discovering Tudor London A Journey Back in Time Natalie Grueninger



Uncover reflections of London’s Tudor times with this insightful guide



August 2017 £9.99 9780750970150 Paperback/ebook 210x122mm, 256 pages 75 b&w illustrations World rights Natalie Grueninger is an author and researcher, and the founder and editor of On the Tudor Trail, a popular website devoted to sixteenth-century England. She is the author of In the Footsteps of the Six Wives of Henry VIII and Colouring History: The Tudors.



Take a journey back to the best of Tudor London, from sites built and associated with this fascinating dynasty to the museums and galleries that house tantalising treasures from this rich period of history. Explore evocative historical sites, including the magnificent great hall of Eltham Palace, the most substantial surviving remnant of the medieval palace where Henry VIII spent time as a child, and the lesser-known delights of St Helen’s Church, dubbed the ‘Westminster Abbey of the City’ for its impressive collection of Tudor monuments. A range of photographs, maps and visitor information, together with an insightful narrative, bring the most intriguing personalities and stories of these thirty-plus sites across Greater London vividly to life. This is a musthave companion for those planning their own ‘Tudor pilgrimage’ and for the armchair traveller alike.



QE2



A 50th Anniversary Celebration Chris Frame and Rachelle Cross A colourful, richly illustrated tribute to the world’s greatest passenger liner Fast, stylish and extremely popular, the QE2 was launched fifty years ago in September 1967. As a tribute to her long career, former passengers and crew, including several of her former captains, share their memories of voyages aboard their favourite liner. Stunning colour photographs bring her glory days to life once again.



August 2017 £25 9780750970280 Hardback/limited slipcase edition 226x248mm, 192 pages 100 b&w and 170 colour illustrations World rights Chris Frame and Rachelle Cross have written many successful books for The History Press including A Photographic History of P&O Cruises and The Evolution of the Transatlantic Liner. They live in Australia.



Titanic



A Journey Through Time John P. Eaton and Charles A. Haas A fascinating journey from first concept to the state of her wreck and exhibits today A unique chronology, this fascinating volume tells Titanic’s full story, moment by moment, from the birth of the key players to the latest expeditions, recovery and exhibition of artefacts. It provides a feast of information and illustrations as well as the latest scientific information from the wreck site. Fully updated with recent developments in Titanic’s on-going story, this superlative book is the result of many years of painstaking historical research on three continents and is an essential reference work for all those who have found the continuing saga of Titanic irresistible.



October 2017 £30 9780750970075 Hardback 250x250mm, 264 pages 680 b&w and 40 colour illustrations World rights John P. Eaton and Charles A. Haas are often acknowledged as the world’s foremost Titanic authorities, and are the only historians to have participated in three expeditions and dives to the liner’s wreck site. They have appeared in critically acclaimed television documentaries, dozens of lectures, and written many bestselling books.



The Royal Air Force Day by Day 1918–2018 Air Commodore Graham Pitchfork



To celebrate the RAF’s 100-year anniversary, key people and events for every day of the year A compelling mixture of the exceptional, the unusual and the routine: this diary of significant daily events provides a fascinating record of the RAF’s 100-year history, illustrated with more than 500 photographs. It describes not only the great air battles and major events, but also the tapestry of activities, traditions and culture that have created the rich history of the world’s oldest air force. Central to this history are the experiences of RAF officers, airmen and women, ground trades and aircrew during war and peacetime.



October 2017 £50 9780750979733 Hardback 297x210mm, 424 pages 200 b&w and 186 colour illustrations World rights Air Commodore Graham Pitchfork MBE, BA, FRAeS served with the RAF for thirty-six years as a navigator and was awarded the MBE for his part in introducing the Buccaneer into RAF service. He is the author of twelve books and for the past fifteen years has been the aviation obituary writer for the Daily Telegraph.



Royal Air Force Day by Day has been published at the request of the Royal Air Force as part of their centenary celebrations.



The RAF at 100



A Century in Photographs Mirrorpix



The RAF in 100 Objects Peter Jacobs



Superb images from the Mirrorpix archive celebrate all aspects of the Royal Air Force. Vivid and evocative images trace the story of the world’s first independent air force, from its earliest days, through wartime and peacetime, and into the modern age. The selection includes sections on the Spitfire, the Lancaster, the Red Arrows and the close involvement of the Royal Family.



It was in the closing year of the First World War, on 1 April 1918, that the Royal Air Force was born from the amalgamation of the Royal Flying Corps and Royal Naval Air Service. From the fighters and bombers of the Second World War, through the early jet age and into modern remotely piloted air systems, the service’s development has been astronomical. Here Peter Jacobs gathers the most poignant objects of the RAF’s proud 100-year history and displays them together, in full splendid colour, for the first time.



October 2017 £12.99 9780750982504 Hardback 190x170mm, 144 pages 100 b&w and 20 colour illustrations World English language rights



October 2017 £20 9780750965361 Paperback/ebook 234x156mm, 352 pages 168 colour illustrations World rights



Steam Gold



A Passion for Speed



A New Age for Preserved Steam Geoff Swaine



The Daring Life of Mildred, The Honourable Mrs Victor Bruce Paul Smiddy



Steam, shiny paint and vintage costumes: Britain’s preserved railways are an increasingly popular destination for those wanting to celebrate the best of our rail transport heritage. From across the country, Geoff Swaine’s colour photographs highlight many of the re-enactment celebrations at a large number of heritage railways. They also capture the huge buzz caused by the return of the original Flying Scotsman in full steam and the ins and outs of keeping a preserved railway viable, the answers are here.



Aircraft, speedboats and racing cars: this amazing, independent woman mastered them all. Breaking free of the social constraints of the 1920s, Mildred Bruce took to racing cars, motorbikes, speedboats and aeroplanes with equal passion. Captured by brigands, fêted by the Siamese, Japanese and Americans, she survived several crashes and joined the list of British aviation celebrities on her return in 1931. A remarkable woman, Mildred lived to 90 with nothing left to prove about the equality of the sexes.



August 2017 £20 9780750982405 Paperback 226x248mm, 120 pages 200 colour illustrations World rights



September 2017 £14.99 9780750983662 Paperback/ebook 234x156mm, 208 pages 23 b&w illustrations World rights



Hawker Siddeley Harrier



The World’s First Jump Jet Mark A. Chambers



Voyaging the World’s Civil Engineering Wonders John Laverick



A fully illustrated history of the unique Harrier vertical take-off fighter – an aircraft that has played a decisive role in several major wars and conflicts since its creation fifty years ago. This book explores the background that led to its development, charting the history and output of Hawker Aircraft Ltd from Sopwith onwards, through the Harrier’s development, production, flight testing, and operational and combat history.



How did the Suez canal get built? Who thought up the idea of the floating ‘Mulberry’ harbours of the Second World War? With a mission to entertain as well as inform, John Laverick has chosen fourteen major civil engineering projects associated with water and waterways and explains the history and operating methods of each, looking at how innovative engineers such as Brunel and Telford overcame technical problems to create their worldfamous and long-lasting structures. John Laverick MBE is a Chartered Engineer, a Fellow of the Institution



November 2017 £25 9780750967433 Hardback 226x248mm, 156 pages 200 b&w and 186 colour illustrations World rights



December 2017 £25 9780750984362 Hardback 226x248mm, 192 pages 197 colour illustrations World rights



Red October



The Revolution that Changed the World Douglas Boyd Nine million dead and millions more oppressed for generations; an expert analysis of the Bolshevik Revolution 100 years on The October Revolution happened in November 1917. Later Soviet propaganda pretended for several decades that it was ‘the will of the people’, but in reality the brutal rebellion, which killed millions and raised the Bolshevik Party to power, was made possible by massive injections of German money laundered through a Swedish bank.



August 2017 £20 9780750982443 Hardback/ebook/audio 234x156mm, 224 pages 32 b&w illustrations World rights Douglas Boyd’s research into Russian history began at the secret Joint Services School for Linguists. Boyd’s subsequent international career brought contact with many Soviet and East European officials as well as émigrés who found asylum in many different countries. A prolific author, this is Boyd’s thirteenth book for The History Press.



Karl Marx had thought that the Communist revolution would happen in an industrialised country like Germany. Instead, German cash enabled Lenin, Trotsky, Stalin and others to destroy ineffective tsarist rule and declare war on the whole world. This is how they did it, told largely in the words of people who were there.



The Prisoner King Charles I in Captivity John Matusiak



An intimate and evocative new account of the martyr king’s relentless descent



September 2017 £20 9780750967686 Hardback/ebook 234x156mm, 320 pages 15 colour illustrations World rights John Matusiak studied at the universities of London and Sussex before embarking upon a thirty-year teaching career. He was a frequent contributor to History Review before writing critically acclaimed biographies of Henry V, Henry VIII, Thomas Wolsey, and James I. He also wrote The Tudors in 100 Objects (2016).



The months before Charles I’s trial were both a time when the human dimension of the King’s predicament assumed unparalleled intensity and also a critical watershed when the entire nation stood at the most fateful of crossroads. For Charles himself, as subterfuge, espionage and assassination rumours escalated on all fronts, escape attempts foundered, and tensions with his absent wife mounted agonisingly, the test was supreme. Yet, in a painful passage involving both stubborn impenitence and uncommon fortitude in the face of ‘barbarous usage’ by his captors, the ‘Man of Blood’ would ultimately come to merit his unique place in history as England’s ‘martyr king’. After more than half a century of comparative neglect, the crucial period encompassing Charles I’s captivity after his surrender to the Scots at Newark in May 1646 is ripe for thorough re-examination – with fresh perspectives and new insights based upon the most up-to-date research.



The Survival of the Princes in the Tower Murder, Mystery and Myth Matthew Lewis



What if England’s most famous cold case never actually happened? The murder of the Princes in the Tower is the most famous cold case in British history. Traditionally considered victims of their ruthless uncle Richard III, there are other suspects too often and too easily discounted. By delving into the context of their disappearance and the characters of the suspects, Matthew Lewis examines the motives and opportunities afresh.



September 2017 £20 9780750970563 Hardback/ebook 234x156mm, 256 pages 5 b&w and 15 colour illustrations World rights Matthew Lewis is the author of Richard, Duke of York: King by Right (2017). He writes for a history blog and runs history podcasts.



He also asks a crucial but often overlooked question: what if there was no murder? What if Edward V and his brother Richard, Duke of York survived their uncle’s reign and even that of their brother-in-law Henry VII? There are glimpses of their possible survival and compelling evidence to support those glimpses, which are considered alongside the possibility of their deaths to provide a rounded and complete assessment of the most fascinating mystery in history.



War in 100 Events Martin van Creveld



The world history of war from 10,000 bce to the Arab Spring told via 100 key events How did we get from clubs and spears to machine guns and drone missiles? What led to the human race firing projectiles across a no-man’s-land, from straightforward warfare to spies and insurgency? Renowned military historian Martin van Creveld has compiled a concise guide to the history of war in 100 key events: Stone Age ‘wars’; Vikings raids; battling medieval monarchs in the East and West; the US Revolutionary Wars; Napoleonic Wars; World Wars; Iraq War; and much more.



September 2017 £12.99 9780750982412 Hardback 198x129mm, 224 pages 75 b&w illustrations World English language rights Prof. Em. Martin van Creveld, of the Hebrew University, Jerusalem, is widely acknowledged as one of the world’s leading experts on military history and strategy. He is the author of thirty books, translated into twenty languages, and writes frequently for scholarly journals and international magazines.



Who Knew?



Questions That Will Make You Think Again Sarah Herman A fun, fact-filled cornucopia of thought-provoking trivia Having the facts at your fingertips is one thing, but being able to explain who, what, where and why puts you a step above those quick-fire quizmasters. Who Knew? is all about expanding your mind and fuelling you with the answers to curious questions, many of which you might never have thought to ask. And all of which will leave you exclaiming, ‘Who knew?’



September 2017 £12.99 9780750984461 Paperback 208x155mm, 256 pages 200 colour illustrations EU rights Sarah Herman is a British writer, editor, and trivia-lover. She has written for Total Film, Star Wars Insider and official magazines for TV shows including Lost, Heroes and Torchwood. She is the author of LEGO-related titles A Million Little Bricks and Extreme Bricks, as well as The Classic Guide to Famous Assassinations and Does Anything Eat S**t?



Playing with Fire



The Art of Chopping and Burning Wood Paul Heiney How to get sparks back in your life – and keep them burning



October 2017 £20 9780750979948 Hardback/ebook 234x156mm, 224 pages 100 colour illustrations World rights Paul Heiney is a well-known writer, broadcaster and journalist. Best known as the presenter for ITV’s Countrywise, he has also appeared on Watchdog and BBC Radio 4’s Home Truths. He has been a columnist for The Times, and is also the author of several bestselling books, including Do Cats have Belly Buttons? (2008).



The blaze of a log fire on a cold night speaks to the heart in a way no other flame can. It has character and everchanging form; it has vibrant colour and a balletic movement. Indeed, it was the flame that transformed the way life was lived on earth, but now that primary driver of evolution finds itself being extinguished in a modern world of microwaves, induction hobs and central heating. Gradually the flames are going out, as houses are now built without fireplaces, bonfires are banned, and schoolchildren are forbidden to use the Bunsen burner. But the sight of a flame remains as evocative as ever. Playing with Fire wants to inspire, and teach, looking at the history of fire and showing the wonders that the burning flame can conjure.



Nelson’s Lost Jewel



The Extraordinary Story of the Lost Diamond Chelengk Martyn Downer Gifted by a sultan, stolen in 1951 – where is Nelson’s most prized possession now? Following Nelson’s triumph at the Battle of the Nile, he was presented with an extraordinary diamond jewel by the Sultan of Turkey. The Chelengk was the Ottomans’ highest reward for gallantry and Nelson the first nonMuslim recipient. He adopted it in his coat of arms and theatrically wore the Chelengk on his hat in imitation of its traditional display on a turban. It became his most precious possession. Breathlessly discussed in the gossip press and depicted in portraits and caricatures, it provoked both ridicule and awe in eighteenth-century England.



October 2017 £20 9780750968300 Hardback/ebook 234x156mm, 288 pages 16 b&w and 19 colour illustrations World rights Martyn Downer is a jewellery historian and erstwhile director at Sotheby’s. Today, he is the leading specialist on artefacts relating to Nelson and the Royal Navy. He has handled the sales of the most valuable artworks belonging to Nelson, including his pocket watch, which sold for £1.2 million. He is the author of Nelson’s Purse (Bantam, 2004).



Nelson’s Lost Jewel tells the remarkable story of the Chelengk for the first time, and traces its journey from Constantinople to London and onwards past Trafalgar. Its eventful descent in Nelson’s family ended with its sale by auction in 1895. Secured for the nation by public appeal, it passed to the National Maritime Museum at Greenwich from where it was sensationally stolen in 1951, never to be seen again.



Animal Kingdom



A Natural History in 100 Objects Jack Ashby From a single beginning, countless millions of stories from the animal kingdom have – and continue to – run their course. Museum objects allow us to investigate some of those stories. Animal Kingdom journeys through both the evolutionary history of animals, and the ways that people have interpreted them in museums. Animals in museums are not only representatives of their entire species, but they also tell us something about the time in which they were collected. They provide windows into the past as well as data for the present. They embody centuries of natural ecosystems and human cultures.



October 2017 £20 9780750981521 Paperback 234x156mm, 328 pages 178 colour illustrations World rights Jack Ashby is the manager of the Grant Museum of Zoology at UCL. He studied zoology at Cambridge University and is regularly engaged as a zoological commentator. Recent contributions have been for BBC Radio 2’s Drive Time with Simon Mayo, The Guardian, The Financial Times, The Daily Mail and BBC London.



Through a selection of 100 objects, telling 100 stories, this beautifully illustrated book explores the diversity of animal life over the past 600 million years, and delves into some of the most exciting mechanisms in evolution. By understanding some of the key stories of how nature operates, we can gain amazing insight into the systems underlying life itself.



The Beatles in Posters



A Collection of Concert Artwork by Tony Booth Tony Booth Early Fab Four gigs expressed in iconic poster art In Liverpool during the early 1960s artist Tony Booth’s work caught the eye of music producer Brian Epstein. Booth would go on to produce posters, printed leaflets and a wide variety of publicity and display material for Epstein’s artists, most notably for a young four-piece beat combo called the Beatles. Alongside his work for Epstein, Booth produced hand-painted gig posters for many promoters, including Sam Leach, Allan Williams and The Cavern Club’s DJ Bob Wooler, who also promoted many of the big events.



October 2017 £20 9780750983785 Hardback 263x194mm, 192 pages 110 colour illustrations World rights As the original Beatles poster artist, Tony Booth has appeared on television many times to discuss the part he played in the Fab Four’s success. His iconic artwork has become synonymous with ‘Beatlemania’.



Tony’s original posters now fetch a considerable sum of money, and The Beatles in Posters features these classics as well as his exact replicas of those that have been lost to time. It is the first book of its type, and is a must-have for all fans of the Fab Four and the Merseybeat scene.



Lost Countries



Exotic Tales from an Old Stamp Album Stuart Laycock and Chris West Then you saw them, now you don’t Explore the history of countries that at one point in time existed, and even issued their own stamps, before they were colonised and usurped. Countries such as Cyrenaica, North Ingria, the Danish West Indies, Fiume, Obock, Priamur, Stellaland, French India Tuva, Wenden and even Fernando Poo are finally given their day in this lively and informative new book.



October 2017 £12.99 9780750979498 Hardback/ebook 198x129mm, 256 pages 30 colour illustrations World rights Stuart Laycock, author of All the Countries We’ve Ever Invaded (2012), and Chris West, author of First Class: A History of Britain in 36 Postage Stamps (Square Peg, 2012), together search for the truth about these fascinating, now-vanished nations.



The Oldest House in London Fiona Rule



It survived the Great Fire and the Blitz, developers and gentrification Halfway down a narrow, medieval lane on the outskirts of Smithfield stands 41-42 Cloth Fair – the oldest house in the City of London. This book uncovers the fascinating survival story of this extraordinary property and the people who built it, owned it and lived in it, set against the backdrop of an ever-changing city that endured war, disease, fire and economic crises.



November 2017 £20 9780750968379 Hardback/ebook 234x156mm, 288 pages 20 b&w illustrations World rights Fiona Rule is a London historian, whose previous books include the bestselling The Worst Streets of London (Ian Allan, 2008) and Streets of Sin (2015). In 1998, she set up her own marketing and research company, and, after completing a course in Local History at the University of Oxford, began to specialise in historical writing and research.



The Quiet Revolution of Caroline Herschel The Lost Heroine of Astonomy Emily Winterburn



Illuminating a lost decade of one of the most influential women of science Astronomer Caroline Herschel chronicled both her private life and her life in science in a series of diaries, notebooks and observation notes. Yet from 1788, the year of her brother’s marriage, virtually no records of her own still exist. As a result, we have almost no record of the decade in which she made her most influential mark on science, in which she discovered eight comets and became the first woman to have a paper read at the Royal Society. She destroyed all of her notebooks and diaries from this time, and her notes only resume in 1797, leaving us to piece together these ten lost years.



November 2017 £20 9780750980678 Hardback/ebook 234x156mm, 288 pages 16 b&w illustrations UK, Europe and Commonwealth rights Emily Winterburn holds a BSc in physics and an MSc in history of science from the University of Manchester. She completed her PhD in history of science from Imperial College, London and has worked at the Royal Observatory, Greenwich. She is the author of The Astronomers Royal (2003) and The Stargazer’s Guide (2008).



Here, for the first time, physicist Emily Winterburn looks deep into Caroline’s life and wonders why, in the year following the marriage of her brother and constant companion, Caroline wanted no record of her life to remain. Was she consumed with grief and jealousy? By piecing together – from letters, reminiscences and sometimes museum objects – a detailed account of that time, a new side to Caroline is revealed.



The Blue Badge Guide’s Edinburgh Quiz Book John A. Duncan



In his new book, Blue Badge tourist guide John Duncan takes readers on a unique tour of Edinburgh, exploring various aspects of the city’s history via twenty-two themed ‘rounds’. Uncover Edinburgh’s dark side in ‘Crime and Punishment’; challenge your knowledge of the ancient medieval core of the city in ‘Old Town’; and learn more about the city’s links to esteemed writers such as J.K. Rowling and Alexander McCall Smith in ‘Literary Edinburgh’. Whether you’re an interested daytripper, a long-haul sightseer or a local resident keen to learn more, The Blue Badge Guide’s Edinburgh Quiz Book is for you.



July 2017 £7.99 9780750983501 Paperback/ebook 174x111mm, 144 pages 10 b&w illustrations World rights



July 2017 £16.99 9780750982528



John A. Duncan is a professional tourist guide who is renowned for his expert knowledge on the capital city of Scotland. He trained as a Scottish Blue Badge Guide from 2010 to 2012.



Sept 2017 £14.99 9780750984089



Chapel Street



‘The Bravest Little Street in England’ Sheila Brady Compiled from original research, this book highlights the journeys of the 161 men from 60 houses in Chapel Street who volunteered for the First World War. Twenty-nine men from this tight-knit community in Altrincham – home to some 400 Anglo–Irish lodgers – were killed in action and a further twenty died from their injuries soon after. King George V called it ‘the bravest little street in England’. This book commemorates their courage.



November 2017 £16 9780750970426 Paperback/ebook 234x156mm, 256 pages 20 b&w illustrations World rights



Sept 2017 £16.99 9780750981163



Sheila Brady is a former local town councillor who has a degree in education studies. She formed a friendship with the author Dick King-Smith after finding out that her great uncle was awarded the Military Medal for carrying King-Smith’s father through no-man’s-land in the First World War. Sheila lives in Urmston, twentyfive minutes from where Chapel Street once stood.



Sept 2017 £9.99 9780750970419



The Year of the Gun



A WAPC Lottie Armstrong Mystery Chris Nickson



The Holywell Dead



Lottie Armstrong is back in uniform and on the hunt for a mysterious blackout killer. 1944: Twenty years after WPC Lottie Armstrong was dismissed from the Leeds police force, she’s back, now a member of the Women’s Auxiliary Police Corps. Detective Chief Superintendent McMillan is now head of CID, trying to keep order with a depleted force as many of the male officers have enlisted. This hasn’t stopped the criminals, however, and as the Second World War rages around them, can they stop a blackout villain with a taste for murder?



The third title in a gripping medieval mystery series following the bestselling prequels The Crooked Spire and The Saltergate Psalter. 1364: The plague has returned and fear fills the air as it claims its first victims in Chesterfield. When the local priest vanishes, John the carpenter believes the man is simply scared – until he discovers a body in an empty house. Charged with finding the murderer by the coroner, John must dig deep into the past to discover who in the present has enough hatred to kill. But as the roll of the dead grows longer, can he keep his family safe from malign forces outside of his control?



September 2017 £8.99 9780750969840 Paperback/ebook 198x129mm, 288 pages World rights



October 2017 £8.99 9780750979955 Paperback/ebook 198x129mm, 288 pages World rights



Chris Nickson



Murder by Numbers



Fascinating Figures Behind the World’s Worst Crimes James Moore A unique history of crime crunches key numbers to reveal captivating connections What is the connection between the number 13 and Jack the Ripper? Why was the number 18 crucial in catching Acid Bath murderer John George Haigh? And what is so puzzling about the number 340 in the chilling case of the Zodiac killer? The answers to all these questions and many more are revealed in a unique, numbercrunching history of the ultimate crime. From the grizzly death toll of the world’s worst serial killer to your own odds of being murdered, this guide will appeal to the connoisseur of true crime and the casual reader alike.



January 2018 £18.99 9780750981453 Hardback/ebook 234x156mm, 224 pages 30 b&w illustrations World rights James Moore is a journalist with twenty years of experience as a feature writer for national newspapers and magazines. His work has appeared in The Sunday Telegraph, Daily Express, Daily Mirror and The Sun to name just a few. As a true crime historian, he has written The Tudor Murder Files (Pen & Sword, 2016) and Murder at the Inn (2015).



Pearls before Poppies The Story of the Red Cross Pearls Rachel Trethewey



The moving story of the 1918 Red Cross Pearl Necklace Appeal, and the women who donated In February 1918, Lady Northcliffe, wife of the owner of the Daily Mail and The Times had the idea of raising funds for the Red Cross by asking women to give a pearl as a tribute to the dead and the wounded of the Great War. The plan was to create a necklace which would be auctioned at Christie’s. Capturing the public’s imagination, the idea grew beyond Lady Northcliffe’s greatest expectations and over the next nine months nearly 4,000 pearls poured in not only from Britain but from across the world.



February 2018 £20 9780750968294 Hardback/ebook 234x156mm, 256 pages 24 b&w illustrations World rights Rachel Trethewey is a journalist and author whose work has featured in the Daily Mail, Daily Express and the Independent.



Interweaving the story of the campaign with the personal stories behind individual pearls, this book provides a snapshot of a world that was changed forever by war.



A History of Women in 100 Objects Maggie Andrews and Janis Lomas



Stories of women in history told through the objects that witnessed the past The history of the world has been told in objects. But what about the objects that tell the history of women? What are the items that symbolise the journey of women from second-class citizens with no legal rights, no vote and no official status to the powerful people they are today? And what are the objects that still oppress women? From the corset to the pill, the sewing machine to the silicon breast implant and the invention of IVF – the developing roles in society and experiences of women are documented through time in this thought-provoking, entertaining, and at times controversial new book.



February 2018 £20 9780750967143 Paperback 234x156mm, 352 pages 175 colour illustrations World rights Maggie Andrews is Professor of Cultural History at the University of Worcester She is a member of the Women’s History Network. Janis Lomas completed her PhD on war widows at the University of Staffordshire, after which she worked as a lecturer in women’s history at the University of Birmingham.



Roman Holiday



The Secret Life of Hollywood in Rome Caroline Young The glamorous story of ‘Hollywood on the Tiber’ and the stars who made it legendary Roman Holiday is the heady tale of Rome during the 1950s and 1960s, when the cafes and nightclubs were filled with movie stars and film directors as Hollywood productions flocked to the city to film at Cinecittá studios. Taking in some of Rome’s most famous sights and its most iconic films, the story follows Ava Gardner, Anna Magnani, Sophia Loren, Audrey Hepburn and Elizabeth Taylor as the city became a backdrop to their lives and loves on and off the camera, and the great, now legendary, films that marked their journeys.



February 2018 £20 9780750982788 Hardback/ebook 234x156mm, 256 pages 32 b&w illustrations World English language rights Caroline Young has worked as a fashion writer and assistant digital editor at Herald Scotland and has a strong interest in the history of fashion and the golden age of Hollywood.



Churchill’s Spy Files MI5’s Top-Secret Wartime Reports Nigel West



Recently uncovered reports about a previously unknown spy mission in the Second World War



March 2018 £25 9780750985499 Hardback/ebook 234x156mm, 416 pages 20 b&w illustrations World rights Nigel West has written more than forty books of non-fiction on security and intelligence topics. Including MI5 in the Great War and Spycraft Secrets. He has spent the past fourteen years at the Counterintelligence Centre in Washington DC.



The Second World War saw the role of espionage, secret agents and spy services increase exponentially as the world was thrown into a conflict quite unlike any that had gone before it. At this time, no one in government was really aware of what MI5 and its brethren did. But with Churchill at the country’s helm, it was decided to let him in on the secret, providing him with a weekly report of the spy activities – so classified that he was handed each report personally and copies were never allowed to be made, nor was he allowed to keep hold of them. Even now, the documents only exist as physical copies deep in the archives, many pages annotated by hand by ‘W.S.C.’ himself. Here acclaimed intelligence expert Nigel West unravels the tales of hitherto unknown spy missions, and uses this ground-breaking research to paint a fresh picture of the worldwide intelligence scene of the Second World War.



The Titanic Expeditions



Diving to the Queen of the Deep: 1985–2010 Eugene Nesmeyanov The most complete overview of all the important expeditions to Titanic between 1985 and 2010



March 2018 £30 9780750985482 Hardback 226x248mm, 288 pages 25 b&w and 125 colour illustrations World rights Eugene Nesmeyanov studied philosophy at St Petersburg State University and worked in the State Hermitage Museum. In 2013 he published his first book on Titanic and has published articles across Russian and English language media.



In The Titanic Expeditions, all of the deep-water expeditions to the wreck of RMS Titanic are presented together for the first time, enabling the reader to journey alongside the scientists, cinematographers and other specialists who have visited the site between 1985 and 2010. Their main findings and the sophisticated technical equipment they used are described and analysed thoroughly, supported by a plethora of photographs and rare material from official archives and private collections, much of which has never been published. The consultants and scientific editors engaged in this project are the leading figures and top authorities in their fields, making this beautiful book a unique international and interdisciplinary project of great importance.



Custom Rides



The Coolest Motorcycle Builds Around the World Rob Davies Stunning photographs and workshop notes show how famous bike designers build their dream bikes Custom Rides is a glorious tribute to the best and most creative custom motorcycle designs from around the world. This book will lead you into the thought processes and workshops of those whose imaginations are fired by old bikes, new concepts and customer satisfaction. Superbly illustrated, the tools of the trade and equipment needed to get the best special results are included making this the perfect book for anyone considering a cistom build, and for those who can only dream.



April 2018 £20 9780750983808 Paperback 226x248mm, 144 pages 210 b&w and colour illustrations World rights Rob Davies has been a part-time journalist writing on everything from history and travel to steam engines for some twenty years. He has had a love affair with motorcycles since childhood and now writes regularly for two motorcycling magazines.



The Pottery Gardener



Flowers and Hens at the Emma Bridgewater Factory Arthur Parkinson A stunning book full of inspiration, tips and advice “An oasis of nectar-rich planting and country charm.” – Gardenista The Emma Bridgewater Factory in Stoke-on-Trent is a mecca for lovers of her iconic pottery, but perhaps its most striking feature is the dazzling flower garden tucked away behind its walls.



March 2018 £25 9780750985574 Hardback 245x190mm, 256 pages 250 colour illustrations World rights Arthur Parkinson trained at the Royal Botanical Gardens of Kew, before working for Sarah Raven at Perch Hill, East Sussex. He is now head gardener at the Emma Bridgewater Factory garden and has written for numerous special interest magazines. His work has been featured in The Guardian, Garden News, Gardenista and Staffordshire Life.



In this beautiful book, gardener Arthur Parkinson describes how he transformed the concrete yard into a thriving cut-flower garden and oasis for hens and chicks. Designed not only to provide flowers and inspiration for the design teams based at the factory, the garden also shows visitors some of the reallife flowers and wildlife behind the much-loved crockery. With tips on how to achieve the same results in container-planting in your own home, and helpful guides to keeping fowl, this book will delight gardeners and Bridgewater fans alike.



Pretty City London



Discovering London’s Beautiful Places Siobhan Ferguson A beautiful photography, lifestyle and travel guide to the nation’s capital This stunning collection of images will take you past London’s famous landmarks, and into the pretty hidden gems beyond. From secluded mews to undiscovered cafes, flower markets and tree-lined streets, Pretty City London champions the quiet, gentle moments that allow you to escape the hustle and bustle in a huge capital city like London. If you know where to look, you will find that traditional shop fronts, vintage transport, artisan bakeries, florists and bookstores are but a hop, skip and a jump from the centre, and some right bang in the middle.



April 2018 £20 9780750985598 Hardback 245x190mm, 256 pages 250 colour illustrations World rights Siobhan Ferguson is a photographer, social media consultant and the curator and founder of the hugely popular Instagram accounts,  @prettycitylondon, @theprettycities, and @siobhaise.



Curated by founder and editor of Instagram’s @prettycitylondon, this stunning guide also includes tips on how to photograph and plan your own prettycitylondon experience, whether on foot or from afar.



The Killing Game



A Thousand Years of Warfare in Twenty Battles Anthony Tucker-Jones An in-depth look at the evolution of battle tactics and military technology since 1066 The second millennium of mankind has been characterised by almost incessant warfare somewhere on the globe. The Killing Game serves as a snapshot of the development of warfare over the past 1,000 years, illustrating the bravery and suffering mankind has inflicted upon itself in developing what we call the ‘Art of War’.



April 2018 £25 9780750983488 Hardback/ebook 234x156mm, 320 pages 72 b&w illustrations World rights Anthony Tucker-Jones spent nearly twenty years in the British Intelligence community before establishing himself as a defence writer and military historian. He has written extensively on aspects of Second World War warfare, including Slaughter on the Eastern Front (2017).



Through a selection of twenty battles, Anthony Tucker-Jones illustrates the changing face of warfare over the past thousand years – from the Viking shield wall to long bows and knights, the emergence of gunpowder and finally the long-range faceless warfare of today.
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Aug 2017 £40 9780750980555



Sept 2017 £9.99 9780750983754



Nov 2017 £14.99 9780750979191
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Feb 2018 £20 9780750985475



Mar 2018 £16.99 9780750985871
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