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TO: Council of Europe, Helene Schmidt National Liaison Officer of the host country, Sweden, Carin Söderberg National Liaison Officer of Bulgaria, Krasimira Todiriva Director of the European Workshop (Director of the course), Metta Fegraeus



Report on the European Workshop “Multiculture, Plurilingualism and Democracy” 1. Presentation of the report Participant: Yanka Totseva Bulgaria Shumen 9700 Chavdar Voivoda, Str. No. 6, Apt. 5, , Telephone: +359.54.30166 GSM: 0899851949 E-mail: [email protected] CoE Nr: CoE 2005-33.0 Title: Multiculture, Plurilingualism and Democracy Date: 11 December 2005 – 16 December 2005 Place: Malmö, SWEDEN 2. Main lessons learned/experience acquired from attending the European Workshop A. What are the main lessons learned/experience gained which relate to your present practices, needs and aspirations? I am a lecturer at the university in the town of Shumen which is situated in Northeastern Bulgaria. I have been working on the problems of intercultural education since 1996. I have taken part in four projects in this field and I have been the head of one. Our university has also launched the University of Tolerance project. My 10-year experience is reflected in over 25 studies of mine as part of books and articles that were published in Bulgaria and abroad. My willingness to participate in the seminar in Malmö had to do with my expectations to witness another pattern of intercultural dialogue in a multicultural classroom. Bulgarian school houses predominantly monocultural classrooms: mainly of children from the nation’s majority. However, smaller places far from the cities may be chiefly inhabited by members of the Turkish minority in Bulgaria, which I that case happen to be the majority. The second largest minority ethnic group in Bulgaria is the Roma. It is precisely their children that present an issue to the education system and politics in Bulgaria. Children of the Roma minority do not attend classes



regularly and leave early – a large number of females aged 12-14 are already out of schools despite the law for obligatory education up until 16 years of age. The situation in Sweden and most EU member states is entirely different. The number of students of differing ethnic, language and/or cultural groups is much larger and there is a great variety of intercultural events. My main expectations at the time of taking part in that seminar had to do with: 1. The opportunity to obtain information on the pedagogical approaches at work in a multicultural classroom; 2. To witness a live process of studying through students which belong to different national, ethnic, language and/or social minorities? 3. To trade skills with professors of pedagogy who train teachers to work in modern multicultural European schools; 4. To exchange experience with teachers by trade from different EU countries. To what extent did the European Workshop meet your expectations? I must say all my expectations came true. The presentation of Ulrika Lundquist on Democracy in The Classroom. Perspectives on Learningfor Sustainable Development revealed patterns of teaching culturally different students that have been applied in Swedish school syllabi. She touched upon democracy; the values to support the national curriculum and correlate with the European educational and democratic values; the dialogical didactic classroom. She also presented fragments of classes that use video materials and follow-on discussions in the field of civil and intercultural education. I could easily include the video clips and guidelines to them in my work with future schoolteacher students. I appraise highly the usefulness of classes taught by Gabriela S. Matei on topics related to culture, mother tongue, nationality, civil society in the framework of a European education environment. The materials she handed us out were developed by the European Centre for Modern Languages and they proved to be fascinating, up-to-date and applicable in Bulgarian schools also. The seminar on the topic of Incorporation of Intercultural Communication in Teaching and Learning broke new ground for a constructive dialogue and an active exchange of experiences and praxes, which outlined the specifics of curricula in each EU member countries, as well as the common values of democracy and tolerance. We were kindly invited by the St. Petry School staff at the St. Lucia celebration and we were given a chance to witness a great school tradition and directly contact students as well as their teachers. The presentation that followed was by Lars Uddbäck from Swedish National Agency for School Improvement and it put into practice particular patterns in improving the quality of education in multicultural Swedish schools. There is no such structure in Bulgaria and setting one would no doubt be useful, especially since Bulgaria is soon to join the EU. I also find it a workable idea to found Centers for Multicultural Education similar to the one headed by Kerstin Larsson at the municipality of Malmö. Ms. Larsson presented her ideas on future teamwork with the seminar participants as she shared her long experience of a head of a multicultural school and a present day head of the Center. To that end she extended an invitation to participate in a conference on Opportunities and Challenges for Education in The Multicultural City which is to be held in May, 2006, Malmö. I for one was looking forward to school visits and the chance to view directly the education course of children belonging to different national, cultural and language groups. The group I was assigned to visited 3 more schools besides the St. Petry School which saw all the participants. I will always bear the memory of that one school - Nya Stenkulaskolan headed by Tommy Sjölin. The school had been recently refurbished but its uniqueness lay in that literally under the same roof they have united education activities with children aged 1 – 16; children of majority descent and of varying social and cultural backgrounds – immigrants and immigrants’ children born in Sweden - study side by side; the school has also provided for the welfare and education of children with disabilities – Down syndrome, impaired hearing, cerebral paralysis. I



was greatly impressed by the investments in technical equipment to support various activities with disabled children as I was equally fascinated by the humaneness, professional competence and accountability of the school staff and management. The next school we went to was Malmö Latinskola where upper-secondary students are taught. At the meeting with its head we were informed about the school’s main issues and achievements. I appreciate the meeting we had with 12-graders who were working out a project called Europe Knowledge on multicultural education that includes the learning of history, geography and civil education. Project participants told us all about the specifics of that school subjects, their trips to various European states in the Project’s final stage, and also their impressions and experience gained during their stay in foreign countries. Another subject we discussed with students was the work done by the Students Council as part of the democratic school management. Members of the Council told about their problems, expectations and achievements in improving their school environment. The third school – Őresundgymnasiet – also had its particularities and an experience in working with students from different cultures. One of the Literature teachers presented a project on the improvement of Swedish reading skills for students that have a different mother tongue. Seminar participant had the opportunity to attend a class on what is called To live in a multicultural society. It is an intercourse that targets questions such as: How do we create an “us” in Sweden today? How can we create solidarity that goes beyond ethnical, religious, geographical and social economical borders? The students in that class were members of more than 10 different nationalities and ethnic groups, they spoke different native languages, and they had different ethnocultural and social backgrounds. Some were born in Sweden, others had arrived just recently and were fast adapting to the new school environment. In spite of all their differences they worked as a team that has set their objectives: cooperation and solidarity in the name of the European education values. The two course teachers, Minka Huskic and Mujo Halilovic, are immigrants from former Yugoslavia. They explained their methodological grounds for constructing the course and their achievements in their work with students. What additional benefits have you gained from your discussions with the other participants? In the course of our final discussion on Friday members of different groups for school visits shared their impressions and commented on their findings. Some speakers attempted a comparative analysis of what they had learned about Swedish schools and their native institutions. These kinds of intercultural meetings are great ways of learning to tolerate and actively reiterate themes of peace and understanding throughout education that we offer to our children. Through discussions with all the participants I learned that we are have same problems in school - violence, poor classroom equipment, intolerance to differences, to handicapped children. All participants had spend a week in a multicultural environment where they had the opportunity to share knowledge about their own culture and customs, opinions, ideas, thoughts. They all have experience in the sphere of civil education, democracy and intercultural dialogue= Intercultural communication between participants have been realized by lots of various activities – games, making posters, work in small group and work in hole group, discussions, role play. These activities created atmosphere of new friendships, collaboration and acceptance the differences in culture and behavior. Also I got invited to Spain, Hungary and Portugal. B. What did you learn about the Council of Europe? I regularly log on to the Council of Europe web site and I follow its activities in the realm of education. The knowledge I acquired at the seminar has to do with the work of European Centre for Modern Languages in the project Incorporating Intercultural Communicative Competence in Language Teacher Education.



Also I readily read my copy of The Council of Europe. 800 million Europeans, a book that was given to each participant. C. How are you going to integrate the European dimension in your lessons? In the lecture courses I teach to future teacher students I provide the most up-to-date information on: educational activities offered by the Council of Europe; on the changes in structure of post-graduate education and the opportunities for student mobility. 3. Sharing of experience Indicate ways in which you plan to: - disseminate your experience, - and act as a multiplier by passing on what you have learnt? As a head of the Civil and Intercultural Education Master’s program and a lecturer on it I plan to propose the incorporation of a new subject in our syllabus – Intercultural Communicative Competence to a practical purpose which should be realized as a training course. I have made up a training program based on my new knowledge and skills that I acquired through the seminar and through my research on Mirrors and Windows. Intercultural communication textbook, financed by the Council of Europe. Students in the Master’s program, of whom there are schoolteachers in practice, will be able to acquire such expertise as applicable in multicultural classrooms. I would also like to use parts of the training course in my work as a teacher trainer in other forms of education under Shumen Educational District. Yours sincerely Yanka Totseva Bulgaria, Shumen 10th January, 2006.
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