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Source: “Religion and Slavery: A Powerful Weapon for Pro-Slavery and Abolitionist Campaigners,” Olivette Otele.



! I NTRO : ! Religious dissenters refused to conform to church rituals, distrusted a clergy they viewed as being corrupt. ! Primarily, the gp of dissenters comprehended Quakers, Presbyterians, Baptists & Congregationalists. ! These gps had to wait for the Act of Toleration in 1689 to be granted freedom of worship but they were nonetheless barred from holding office. ! Some of the dissenters were among the early colonists of North America & the WI. ! As dissenters were prevented from working as civil servants, most of them turned to trade and thus strengthened Br’s commercial ties with Europe & Americas. ! O LD D ISSENT : ! Congregationalists = 16th century Independents: believe that od’s churches should be local small churches. ! Presbyterians were among the most oppressed gps in the late 17th c: designed a complex church orga they considered fairer: • Their system was to act as a safeguard agst the natural tendencies of men to self interest. • Governing bodies composed of “elders” (Presbyterians derive their name from Greek term elder) overlooking the work of church presbyteries. • They believed that each person cd be saved not because of their deeds but through their faith in Jesus C. ! Quakers/ Friends/Friends of the Truth/ Sty of Friends: sect founded by George Fox (16241691) at a time when English believers seemed to be disillusioned by church leaders. Quakers: those who ‘trembled in the name of God.’ • Moved beyond the scope of religion and became involved in social & political matters in 2nd half of 17th c.



• • •



Opposed to Calvinist idea of predestination: strongly adhered to precept of salvation by faith. God’s inner light through revelation was an individual experience. Once touched by God’s light, he or she was led by divine hand: but each person had the choice to follow or not that inner light, choice called free will.



! R ELIGION AND C OMMERCE : ! Dissenters, barred from public office, mainly succeeded in commerce. ! Dissenters were not small and marginalized gps at the beginning of the 18th c: they accounted for 6% of the pop in 1715. ! Religion did not seem an impediment (obstacle) either to institution-owned plantations such as the one belonging to the Church of England in Barbados in 1710, or to individual trading ventures organized by dissenters. ! Religion, it was argued, saved those poor creatures from their pagan cannibal customs. This argument helped reconcile mercantilism with Christian ethics. ! 18th c Britain was characterized by major economic, social, religious, scientific and political changes. ! On the eve’s of Europe’s industrial revolution, intellectual scenes were dominated by humanist ideas of the Enlightenment and natural rights. ! People who had invested in the trade: upper class and entrepreneurial middle class. ! N EW D ISSENT : ! The Evangelical mvt (initiated by John Wesley (1703-1791)) changed the way Christianity was perceived. • Wesley part of a gp devoted to Christianity, and personal discipline: they discussed matters relating to the doctrine of salvation by faith. • The gp was mocked and became known as “the Holy Club,”“the Bible Moths”, or the Methodists in ref to their excessive rigor. • Wesley set up his ministry and began his evangelical mission. • Methodists thought that when one experienced revelation, the person was to be born anew in Christ: that experience was supposed to take the believer on to a higher level of commitment. • It included evangelizing those still living in darkness= meant to spread the good news or the gospel of the death and resurrection of Jesus C.



•



• • •



One can argue that his emphasis on the doctrine of salvation by faith did not set him apart from previous dissenting mvts, but his theological views did touch people’s lives because he constantly preached, sung and lived his theology. Wesley traveled the country, unrelentingly preaching to a growing nb of people. Of course, there was disapproval of his preaching: he used cries, moans and other signs of religious fervor considered indecent by the established church. In 1738)1740, Wesley and his friend Whitefield publicly expressed their disagreement over the q° of predestination: o For Wesley: unconditional salvation o Whitefield: a small gp of people were elected by god who could not fall from grace. ! creation of 2 distinct branches of Methodism: Arminian Methodism --> Wesley and Calvinist Methodism.



S ECTS AND THE S LAVE T RADE : ! It was in the 1770s that Wesley turned his attention to the q° of the ST. He traveled to America, and then the Somerset case prompted him to speak out agst that commerce. ! Deeply moved by the debate over the Somerset Case, Wesley wrote a pamphlet: Thoughts upon Slavery. He urged owners to think about saving their soul, for on judgment day, God wd remember that they did not extend justice and mercy to enslaved Africans. ! Wesley did not campaign agt ST the same way other abo did: he used his sermons to raise awareness and to appeal to his fellow Chs regarding the sin they were committing by subjugating other human beings. ! Followed a whole debate about the “sentimental diversion” and the rhetoric of sensibility. ! Major driving force: the Quakers. The enslavement of fellow human-beings seemed to contradict the idea of free will defended by the Quakers. ! The idea of abolishing the ST was not part of any religious movement’s public discourse until the 18th c. ! It was Anthony Benezet, a Quaker from Philadelphia, who publicly spoke agst ST. He had taught to slave children, and he dismissed the idea of European intellectual superiority over Africans. ! Philadelphian Quakers urged their Br counterparts to get involved in the movement around the 1720s. it took Br Q around 50 years to form an anti-ST gp. ! Quakers had not much influence on the political and social spheres in the mid 18th c.



! The Zong affair helped expose the realities of the transatlantic ST. Sharp and Equiano highly publicized the story. ! 1783: the London Sty of Friends set up a committee of 23 members: aim find ways to fight for the abo of the ST. ! The gp suffered from bad publicity: they were perceived as a sect with extreme views: their refusal to call noble men my Lord or to address ordinary men as Mister because it reminded them of master was often ridiculed. ! The anti-slavery mvt became efficient when they realized they had to work together: London, Manchester, Bristol. ! Clarkson was led by Providence towards the Quakers. ! The Anglican Church was also experiencing a sort of Evangelical revival (addressing the q° of justice and poverty). In the 1780s, evangelical Anglicans started to question the legitimacy of the ST. • the Teston Circle and the Clapham Sect (or the “Saints”) are 2 examples of Anglican revival gps that campaigned for abo. • The Clapham Sect took the ambitious task of reforming Br sty. Social equality was not their main concern as they believed that a well ordered sty was based on class distinctions. They reckoned nonetheless that the duty of those who were well-off was to do philanthropic work. • 1784: WW joined the Clapham Sect. ! 1787: Committee for Abolition of the African ST formed. ! Most slave traders were devout Ch & their position regarding the use of Africans in plantations varied greatly. • Some believed that slavery saved Africans from paganism. • Others considered that Black slaves were closer to animals than to Europeans. • Others viewed plantations as a mere economic means much needed in Br, although having no doubts on the intellectual abilities of bl people. • For others, slaves had to accept their bondage as slavery as the result of the malediction of Ham. ! Interpretation of the Bible created a racial consensus, one for pro-slavery campaigners, another for anti-slavery c.
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