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President â€¦

We are offering a reliable alternative to the dictatorship of the Rwandan Patriotic Front (RPF). It is my very considered view that the root cause of the human ... 
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The situation in the Great Lakes Region Ladies and Gentlemen, I would like to start by thanking you for coming to this meeting. The United Democratic Forces (FDU) is a political framework whose goal is to install the rule of law in Rwanda, underpinned by the respect of democratic values enshrined in the universal declaration of human rights and other international instruments relating to democracy and good governance. We are offering a reliable alternative to the dictatorship of the Rwandan Patriotic Front (RPF). It is my very considered view that the root cause of the human catastrophe in the Great Lakes region is the absence of a democratic form of government. Indeed the history has proven that wars prevail more in undemocratic systems. Rwanda is a good case study. Another factor that is fuelling violence has been external commercial interests that fund armed groups and support the government of Rwanda in its aggressive behavior. No one can explain how a country, the poorest among the poor, can conquer and occupy a country that is 90 times its size or sponsor armed groups. Unfortunately what we have been witnessing in the Great Lakes Region, is that instead of promoting democratic values, the use of violence to access political power or economic resources or simply to settle political disputes has been glorified and rewarded. The international community turns a blind eye to the reality: the rise to power of President Kagame of Rwanda after a four year guerrilla rebellion has triggered loss of millions of lives and destroyed the social fabric of the Rwandan society. Curiously, his bloody military invasion and occupation of a part of the Democratic Republic of the Congo directly and then by proxies are hailed as military prowess and mastery of strategy. Following Kagame’s foot steps, the warmonger Laurent Nkunda has plunged the DRC into a new human disaster by resuming fighting to claim political power from the Central government. He is receiving men and military equipment from Rwanda. Ironically, instead of arresting this war criminal and seriously challenge President Kagame who is backing him, the international



community is pressuring the DRC government for talks with both the criminal and his sponsor. The Government of the Democratic Republic of the Congo is left with no other option to assert its control on the territory: the use of force. Innocent civilians are paying the price. The plunder of the natural resources of the DRC to enrich a political military clique is hailed as an economic miracle for Rwanda. According to UNDP Rwanda National Human Development Report 2007 “inequality has almost doubled in the last 20 years, placing Rwanda among the top 15 most unequal countries in the world”. According to the World Bank, before the genocide in Rwanda in 1994, 39% of national income went to the 20% (predominantly Hutu) richest and 10% to the 20% (predominantly Hutu) poorest. At present, 51% of national income goes to the (now predominantly Tutsi) 20% richest and just 5% to the (still predominantly Hutu] poorest. Furthermore the silence of the oppressed in Rwanda is seen as sign of political success and an incentive to external investments. However all know that the civil society has been silenced and most of the critics are either in prison or in exile. The most brave who decided to stay in the country are regular residents of Rwandan prison cells and constantly under physical threat. The economist magazine summarises well the situation (issue of 13-19 January 2007) “Kagame rules Rwanda through fear as much as anything. RPF has marginalized or smeared dissident voices in the name of “one Rwanda” and the party’s ruling supporters are accruing wealth and power”.



A few facts will illustrate the cost to the Rwandan and Congolese people as a result of the impunity that the oppressive regime of Rwanda has enjoyed from foreign governments and organisations. According to the International Rescue Committee 5.4 million Congolese people have died in the Democratic Republic of Congo between 1996 and 2006 due to the war imposed by Rwanda and Uganda. This is almost the whole population of Washington 6,396,000 or the population of Maryland 5,616,000. It represents the combined population of Nebraska, Nevada and New Hampshire 5,579,000. It is 1800 times the death toll caused by the terrorist act of September 11. There is now evidence that the present leadership in Rwanda deliberately carried out the terrorist act of shooting down a plane carrying the Presidents of Rwanda and Burundi with their top aides in order to cause chaos and justify the resumption of hostilities that sparked the genocide of 1994. Estimates of people who died in Rwanda, Hutu and Tutsi combined, put the number of dead to more than 3 millions. Therefore the total loss of lives in the DRC and Rwanda is equal the population of Georgia of 9,364,000. Is it not an irony of history of the 21st century that the perpetrators of these crimes are received with red carpet? The chairperson of the Panel of Experts on the Illegal Exploitation of Natural Resources and other Forms of Wealth of the Democratic Republic of Congo Safiatou Ba-N’Daw (Document S/2002/1146) said that “the plunder of natural resources in the DRC had become the motive and engine of the war that has cost millions of lives”. The panel recommended the establishment of "an international mechanism" to prosecute high-ranking military and government officials, including relatives of President Paul Kagame of Rwanda. The final Report (Document S/2002/1146) also 2



pointed out that there are many accounts reporting widespread use of prisoners imported from Rwanda who work as indentured labour (para 76) in the Cong mines. The UN has not been able to implement its own recommendations. My political organisation does not believe that there is a moral, political or strategic reason to support perpetrators of so many crimes. On the moral ground, we know that the present leadership in Rwanda is responsible for creating chaos to justify resumption of war and for opposing international military intervention to stop genocide in Rwanda for fear that this would prevent the present leadership to seize total power. It is also evident that the pretext of following the Hutu militia, alleged to be lying somewhere in the forest of Congo is not the real motive to destabilise Congo. The real motive is to facilitate the plunder of its resources leading to the loss of million lives. There cannot be any justification for the loss of millions of lives and pillaging an independent country. The pretext of trying to protect the minority Tutsi in the DRC cannot stand either. Tutsi had been living peacefully with the Congolese population and local tensions between tribes and ethnic groups over land issues are a national concern. In terms of realpolitik, it will be extremely difficult in the long term to count on a regime that depends on repression and external aggression to maintain itself in power. It will be very difficult to stop the tide of history against tyranny. Our efforts are aimed at pre-empting a worse tragedy and to lay a solid ground for a better future for our children. It is quite evident that a dictatorship in Rwanda will continue to be an obstacle to peace and stability in the region. The policy of appeasement to the regime will prolong the agony of the people and create a fertile ground for future humanitarian disasters of unknown proportions. Democratic governance, the rule of law and equal opportunity are the only long term guarantees of personal security, stability and economic development. We believe that each one of us, especially those coming from the Great Lakes Region have a responsibility to prevent any future catastrophe. We can do it. It’s our responsibility. Let us in one voice bring sustainable democratic governance in our countries. As Martin Luther King once remarked: "We shall have to repent in this generation, not so much for the evil deeds of the wicked people, but for the appalling silence of the good people."



Let us respond bravely to our historical call and take responsibility to effect positive change in our countries. Washington, 16/11/2008 Victoire Ingabire Umuhoza Chairperson of UDF
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