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A major historical biography of Mikhaïl Gorbachev, the main figure behind the fall of communism, written by L’Express magazine’s Russian speaking permanent special correspondent, who was in Moscow for fifteen years and throughout Gorbachev’s presidency. How did Gorbachev, not really an intimate of the political circles that united his predecessors, make it all the way to the Kremlin? Did he really wish to put an end to the most compelling ideology of the century, or was he overwhelmed by the events that his actions provoked? Bernard Lecomte offers precise and sometimes surprising answers to the question that still divides historians. The fruit of fifteen years of interviews with the main political actors of the period, including Gorbachev himself, the study of innumerable archived documents, and three years of writing, journalist and historical writer Bernard Lecomte’s fascinating book tells th the life story of one of the giants of the late 20 century.
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384 PAGES



The great success, both critical and public, of his remarkable biography of Jean-Paul II, the other figure who immeasurably influenced the fall of communism (45,000 copies sold in France, 9 translations into foreign languages) His mastery of the historical narrative and his style are the author’s tools for the construction of a suspenseful and moving biography.



History will forever remember him as Mikhaïl Gorbachev, the man who dug the grave of communism. Arriving at the head of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union in 1985, the (comparatively) young successor of Stalin, Khrushchev, and Brezhnev had two goals: to modernize the communist system, and to prevent the break-up of the Soviet empire. The reforms he effected with these twin objectives in mind--»perestroïka»-ended, against his will, with the fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989 and the crumbling of the USSR in 1991. Nearly 25 years after the fall of the Wall, Mikhaïl Gorbachev, laureate of the Nobel Prize for Peace, is an ambiguous and endearing figure, but one who remains something of a mystery.



Permanent special correspondent of L’Express magazine in Moscow for 15 years, Bernard Lecomte witnessed, day after day, the saga of Gorbachev at the head of the Soviet Union and is one of the best specialists on the “Gorbachev era” in Europe. His knowledge of Russian, essential to the task, facilitated access to the archives of the period and made possible many important and informative interviews. He is the author of Jean-Paul II (Gallimard, 2003), Les Secrets du Vatican (Perrin, 2009 – 25.000 copies sold in France, 11 translations into foreign languages) and Les Derniers Secrets du Vatican (Perrin, 2012 – 15.000 copies sold).



Few historic figures have marked the end of the last century as much as Mikhail Gorbachev. Bernard Lecomte, journalist and writer, has published a biography of the last "red Czar" that reads like a novel. –– Le Figaro
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Immortalised on film by Peter O’Toole, the subject of several novels, Lawrence of Arabia is crushed by the myth which he himself partially created in the autobiographic narrative of his adventures, The Seven Pillars of Wisdom. To escape from the legend and rediscover the man, this is the first historical biography of T. E. Lawrence based on unpublished archives which reveal something of his dark side, long time passed over in silence. Archeologist and intelligence agent, Thomas Edward Lawrence (1888-1935) considered himself “half a poet”, liked to think he was “untouchable”, and died prematurely in a motorcycle accident. This is the usual résumé of the life of Lawrence of Arabia. In reality, the facets of Lawrence are so numerous that the truth is more elusive than the legend that both his hagiographers and his detractors have propagated. Historian and archeologist, orientalist, poet, geologist, photographer, diplomat, man of action of incredible daring and war lord, he was a complex person, full of contrasts, and not without his gray areas.
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Relying on unexploited archives (in particular London archives) and a thorough knowledge of the British Empire and the Middle East, Christian Destremau offers considerable new information and insights into what we think we know of the life and the actions of the man Churchill described as “one of the most extraordinary beings of his time”. Christian Destremau, is a renowned specialist on the Middle East whose co-authored biography of orientalist Louis Massignon was awarded the Prix de la biographie de l’Académie française (Le Capucin, 2005, and Perrin «Tempus», 2011). A complete historian, his book Le Moyen Orient pendant la Seconde Guerre mondiale (Perrin, 2011) won wide critical acclaim, while his Ce que savaient les Alliés (Perrin, 2007) was warmly received by the public.



Christian Destremau is a well-known specialist on the Middle East. Commercial and critical success of the author’s previous work, Ce que savaient les Alliés: 16 000 copies sold in France, foreign rights sold in the Czech Republic.



Whether dealing with the Palestinian question, the Reich’s Mediterranean policy, or the policies of Vichy in the Levant, there’s no shortage of innovative light in Destremau’s work. Salutary. –– L’Express Directly following his excellent Ce que savaient les Alliés, Christian Destremau deserves immense credit for putting things in their context. He examines the situation, the ins and outs of the question, and offers a detailed narrative of events that is lively and clear. A fine achievement. It’s all there, in this brilliantly written genesis of the Middle East of today. –– Guerres et Histoires The ultimate interest of this remarkably well written work resides in the keys it provides the reader to an understanding of the world today. –– Histoire de la dernière Guerre



A work not to be missed, one that revolutionizes our perception of the war. –– Axe et Alliés This edifying work shatters a number of truths. In that alone, it constitutes an exceptional document. –– Le Courrier indépendant
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Exploring the treasures of recently declassified documents as well as several academic sources, this biography of Puyi reveals not only a surprising individual but a fresh and objective perception of his life. Puyi, who reigned from 1908 to 1912, was the last emperor of the last imperial dynasty of China, a sovereign whose destiny would be unusually tumultuous, marked by episodes which presented only calamitous choices. Compelled to abdicate three times, he became the puppet of the Japanese militarist regime and was taken prisoner by the Soviet army, ultimately finding himself on trial with Tokyo’s criminals of war, and, despite assiduous kowtowing before Stalin, was handed over to Mao. Tragically, his long-awaited return to his homeland occurred behind the bars of a prison of the Popular Republic.



28 MAY 2014



AROUND 380 PAGES



A century later, in the popular imagination of a China more than ever in quest of an identity, Puyi occupies a larger-than-life place. Paradoxically, for the past 25 years the vision of this “Last Emperor” entertained by both the Chinese and the West has been the one created by the great film maker Bertolucci: a pathetic figure, but one impelled by a lofty idea of a State he hoped one day to incarnate, for the greater good of his country. The reality is somewhat less romantic and considerably more pragmatic; his education and his unique and unusual status made Puyi a self-obsessed individual and, therefore, first of all a predator, both personally and politically. Ironically, it was due to his communist “reeducators” that he painfully discovered (by losing himself, or finding himself—who will ever really know?) profound feelings of remorse, as well as an interest in others he had never before experienced. Danielle Elisseeff is among the finest of Asian specialists, centering her studies in particular on the China she knows so well. An archivist-paleographer (École des Chartes), she holds a doctorate in Far Eastern studies and degrees from the École pratique des hautes études and the École nationale des langues orientales vivantes. A correspondent member of the Académie des Sciences d’outre-mer since 2012, she is the author of several works of references, including, Cixi: impératrice de Chine, published by Perrin (2008).



Fascinating! –– Le Figaro
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Sixty years after her death, the life of Colette remains a model: a model of liberty, of will, and of emancipation. Gérard Bonal, an expert who has immersed himself in her life and work, presents a biography that reads like a novel. Colette (1873-1954) raised autobiographical fiction to an art form. In the context of contemporary lives, Colette’s path was undoubtedly avant-garde. In this new biography, the author seeks to demonstrate how her life, a series of scandals and acts of dominance by sheer force, characterized by both literary and personal audacity, followed a consciously chosen path.



28 MAY 2014
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This coherence is all the more obvious as Bonal has chosen to write this biography as a narrative—almost a novel of her life story, with its dramatic episodes, disappointed love affairs, and professional successes. By the 1920s, Colette already headed the list of celebrated authors. This is a novel in which everything is true, set in the reality of the French provinces at the turn of the century, La Belle Epoque, the First World War, the crash of 1929, the Occupation. The author has dug deep into the archives, including recently discovered and unpublished correspondence, often revealing heretofore unknown aspects of Colette’s life, and the original accounts of her contemporaries. Calling upon forty years of Colettian research, Bonal has verified and cross-confirmed the often geographically scattered (in France, the United States and Australia) material, which only a devoted expert could replace in its proper perspective.



Gérard Bonal is one of the major French specialists on Colette.



With several works on Colette to his credit, Gérard Bonal enjoys a long and profound familiarity with the life and works of the writer. He founded the review Cahiers Colette in 1975 and recently directed Les Cahiers de l’Herne devoted to the novelist. He has also written documentaries and plays about her, but never before a biography.
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Using all the existing data of epigraphy, meticulously retracing the voyages of Hadrian, Joël Schmidt happily sets about restoring the true countenance of this important sovereign of ancient Rome: Hadrian, or the incarnation of the Golden Age of Rome. The adopted son of Trajan, Hadrian, born in 76 A.D., is a legate in Syria when the army asks him to take the place of the late emperor in 117. He rejects the imperialism of his predecessor and adopts instead a policy of defense on all the borders of the empire, abandoning Trajan’s conquests beyond the Euphrates and retaining only Arabia and Dacia. He fortifies the Germanic border regions and orders the construction of Hadrian’s Wall in the north of Britain. Within the empire, his work is lasting and essential: he effects an in-depth reorganization of the administration, dividing the country into four districts, each answering to a consul (a means of marginalizing the Senate), and codifies the law, giving it permanency it had lacked heretofore.
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360 PAGES



A great traveler, Hadrian inspected every province of the empire (from 121 to 125 A.D., and then from 128 to 134). This pacific emperor, a great organizer, was remembered as a man who loved literature, science, art and philosophy. The ruins of the villa at Tivoli that bears his name constitute one of the most moving testimonies of Roman art. When he died, in 138, Hadrian, third emperor of the Antonin dynasty, left an empire that enjoyed prosperity and peace, thus having upheld to the utmost one of the principles of this dynasty, to reign not by heredity but by the law of the best. Joël Schmidt, is a well-known historian of Roman Antiquity and the author of several works, including Lutèce (1986), Sainte Geneviève : la fin de la Gaule romaine (1999), Le Royaume wisigoth d’Occitanie (1996) and Les Gaulois contre les Romains : la guerre de 1000 ans (2004), all published by Perrin. In 2004 he was awarded the Médaille de Vermeil de l' Académie française for the entirety of his work.



With real narrative talent, Joël Schmidt recounts the long history of the Gallic opposition to Roman hegemony, from the very beginning. –– L’Homme nouveau, regarding Les Gaulois contre les Romains Of course Joël Schmidt masters his subject well, he who has been writing about Antiquity for decades, offering us essays, biographies, or historical novels with the same verve, the same erudition and, obviously, the same pleasure. (…) One senses equally the novelist and the historian, who tells the tale as much as he analyses. –– La Toge et le Glaive
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An original investigation, full of revelations and enhanced by a dazzling style, of the couples in power in Africa and, in particular, of the First Ladies of Africa, women of influence, power, and character. If, south of the Sahara as elsewhere, the profile of the silent and reserved companion is no longer current, the spouses of African heads of State have followed a variety of other models since 1960, from the volcanic virago to the post-modern patroness, or the insatiable wheeler-dealer to the mama hen of the preferred son. The path and the pathetic epilog of Simone Gbagbo of Ivory Coast are ample proof that the boss’s wife can be her husband the president’s most loyal ally and his worst enemy. For, like it or not, beyond her commitment to charity, she plays a political role where intimacy and power games intersect, for better or for worse. 20 MARCH 2014



256 PAGES



The author’s reputation and credibility, amplified in France as in Africa by his frequent appearances and commentary in the audio-visual media: RFI, TV5 Monde, France 24, i-télé, LCI, France 5, Arte, FranceInfo, France-Inter, BBC, RadioCanada, and others…



First serial excerpts in the culture section of L’Express



Enriched with exclusive observations and eloquent anecdotes, this gallery of portraits also highlights the metamorphosis of the image of woman in a continent that counted a population of nearly two billion at the half-century. The reader encounters Congolese Antoinette Sassou Nguesso, the archetype of the old-style First Lady, and explores the tribe of the whites and the mixed race, the embodiment of the colonial legacy: Viviane Wade (Senegal), Sylvia Bongo Ondimba (Gabon), Dominique Ouattara (Ivory Coast) and Chantal Biya (Cameroon). And then there are also the queens unknown to the general public, but whose paths follow the twists and turns of the short histories of their young States, such as Chantal Compaoré (Burkina Faso) or Marième Sall (Senegal). The author has also judiciously chosen to venture outside French-speaking territory, for it would be a shame to miss such singular individuals as Grace Mugabe (Zimbabwe) or Constancia Mangue de Obiang (Equitorial Guinea). Special correspondent of the international service of l’Express, Vincent Hugeux is among those most deeply familiar with present-day Africa. He depicts the continent, in all its spirit and torment, with an incisive and often caustic pen, both in his articles and in his essays, such as Les Sorciers Blancs (Fayard, 2007 – 7,000 copies sold) or L’Afrique en face (Armand Collin, 2010). CONTENTS 1. Chantal Biya. The commoner of Yaoundé 2. Grace Mugabe. Harare' s social climber 3. Simone Gbagbo. The mystical virago of Abidjan 4. Dominique Ouattara. Ivory Coast' s platinum blonde 5. Viviane Wade. The Senegalese sharpshooter 6. Marième Sall. The "Mackysarde" of Dakar 7. Sylvia Bongo Ondimba. Libreville' s captive 8. Chantal Compaoré. Mixed origins, Faso style 9. Antoinette Sassou-Nguesso and Brazza' s brooches 10. Constancia Mangue de Obiang. The crafty "Madre" of Malabo
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A historic approach to terrorism has long been lacking. This major international synthesis resituates this phenomenon in a broad and encompassing context. If, today as yesterday, terrorism is in all the headlines, it remains a problematic subject whose very definition is the object of debate. Doubtless, legal experts, political scientists, sociologists, and even journalists have no difficulty describing it. But a historical approach has long been missing, for terrorism, indeed, has a history. Scattered among different groups, justified by any number of various ideologies, nonetheless, it cannot be reduced to a series of attacks and ensuing trials. On the contrary, the intent of this first vast synthesis is to offer a global vision that allows the reader to understand the historical conditions in which violence appears and spreads in societies. It also defines the ties that are woven among different movements, but also between succeeding generations of terrorists. Beginning with the first appearance of the term « terrorism », in the late 18th century and in the context of the French Revolution, this work covers over two centuries of history, recalling the political violence that has struck the Western world as well as the East, both State-inspired and the tool of minorities, in order to evaluate the actual importance of this phenomenon in History.



20 MARCH 2014



496 PAGES



Gilles Ferragu, former member of the École française de Rome, is a lecturer in contemporary history at the Université Paris Ouest and at Sciences Po Paris. He is, e notably, the co-author of the classic Le XX siècle (a collaborative work, Hachette, 2010), Écrivains et diplomates (Armand Colin, 2012), and Dictionnaire du Vatican et du SaintSiège (Robert Laffont, 2013). CONTENTS 1. "Sic semper tyrannis" From the killing of tyrants to terrorism 2. The invention of the terrorist myth : Russia and its Demons 3. Anarchism in France and in Europe 4. Terrorism on the sidelines of the First World War 5. Terror without a complex : the assertion of totalitarianisms 6. The Second World War 7. The complex Orient, the Palestinian question 8. "In the Shadow of Islam" 9. "Nations" and patriots 10. In red and black, a generation of civil war Conclusion: Terrorism, a constantly evolving history
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! " Twenty portraits of women who participated in the drama and the passion of the French Revolution. A sweeping and original historical fresco. The author presents twenty portraits of women who had in common their respective uncommon destinies: The wife of Lafayette who was ready to suffer imprisonment for love, a friend of Bonaparte’s first wife, Josephine : Mme Tallien; Mme de Genlis, mistress of a prince and «governor» of a king; Mme Roland and her lovers; Lady Eliott and her adventures in Paris; the storybook tale of the life of the beautiful Pamela; Danton’s two great loves, Gabrielle and Louise; the turbulent love affair of Mme de Beauharnais and Lazare Hoche; the misfortunes of the passionate Sophie de Monnier; Emilie Chalgrin and the artist Jacques-Louis David; Victoire de la Villirouet, “France’s first woman lawyer”, whose passionate appeal saved her husband from the guillotine, and more.



7 MAY 2014



384 PAGES



As always, Juliette Benzoni combines the breathlessness of high adventure with historical rigor as she brings these women, whether famous or forgotten, back to life on the page.



Author of a great number of works that have found a broad public, Juliette Benzoni has written many successful books published by Perrin, including Dans le lit des rois (2010), Dans le lit des reines (2011) and Le Roman des châteaux de France (2012).



DANS LE LIT DES REINES



! " #$%" & ' Portugal (Planeta) Poland (Weltbild) Czech Republic (Brana) Russia (Eksmo) Slovakia (Remedium)
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A social history of attitudes and of the permanence of polite behavior, the reflection of a Court culture which shapes one of the themes of French history. Another “French exception”, the art of refinement. Gestures, attitudes, intonations, and expressions are all perceived by practitioners of “good taste“ and those adept at judging it as marks of the worst “vulgarity”, even when the subject in question is trying in all sincerity to be polite and attentive to others. A laugh that becomes a guffaw, a gesture that’s a bit rough, a greeting addressed to “Messieurs-dames” (Ladies and gents) or a “Au plaisir” (See ya), thrown out to the general company by way of leave-taking immediately classes the speaker among the reprobates of the art of refinement. Why is it perfectly acceptable to say “Merde!” (Shit!), whereas the word “mince” (geez) inspires shudders of horror in certain social circles? 3 APRIL 2014



420 PAGES



This book provides answers to all these questions in a lively and original history of the codes of French refinement, from the Middle Ages to the present.



Didier Masseau is a professor of French literature at the Université de Tours, a th specialist on the 18 century, and a historian of cultural practices.Among his published e works are L’Invention de l’intellectuel dans l’Europe du XVIII siècle (PUF, 1994) and Les Ennemis des Philosophes (Albin Michel, 2000). He was co-director of Inventaire Voltaire (Gallimard, 1995). CONTENTS 1. The foundations and origins of Distinction : From the Middle Ages to the Baroque age 2. Representation and self image in the 17th and 18th centuries 3. High society and the top figures of "Good Taste" in the 18th century 4. "Good Taste" in question : Criticism and resistance in the 18th century 5. Revolution or virtue against "Good Taste" 6. The return in force of Distinction from the Directoire to the Restoration 7. From Louis-Philippe to the beginning of the Republic : The trials, tribulations and triumph of Bourgeois Distinction 8. La Belle Époque : The consecration and swan song of high society theatricality 9. The permanency, collapse and resurgence of ' Good Taste'in the contemporary era
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A history of Europe as seen through its three most illustrious dynasties. Three extraordinary families who played a major role, confronting the dramas of History and their own personal tragedies. Told by a master of the genre, three family sagas of the Habsburgs, the Romanovs, and the Windsors (brought up to date by the author for this new edition), together for the first time in one volume. Russia never tires of turning back to its imperial past. After the succession of lies and disinformation disseminated and then drummed into the people throughout the Revolution, the civil war, and the Soviet dictatorship, an organized movement, free of rancor or prejudiced assumptions, has brought the era of the Czars out of oblivion for serious reconsideration. Russia today is rediscovering the Romanovs, from Peter the Great to Nicholas II, the sovereigns who built the world’s largest country, and its vastest empire. Jean des Cars presents the amazing story of the Habsburgs, from the election of Count Rudolph of Habsburg as ruler of the Holy Roman Empire in 1273 until Charles I’s renunciation of the imperial crown of Austria in 1918. This is the family that dominated a huge part of Europe for over six centuries, a dynasty that became synonymous with artistic influence, political grandeur, and European identity. The prestige of the legendary Queen Victoria, once called the “grandmother of Europe“, has followed Elizabeth II throughout her long reign. The ongoing story of the Windsors is that of a line of monarchs, queens, princes and princesses whose individual destinies were often the stuff of novels. In their joys and in their sorrows, they continue to spark the imagination with their singular alternation of tradition and audacity. The Windsors: uniquely and fascinatingly British. Jean des Cars has made his name as the historian of Europe’s grand dynasties and their most famous members. Among his very popular works are Eugénie, la dernière impératrice (Perrin, 1997), Sissi ou la Fatalité (Perrin, 1998), La Saga des Romanov (Plon, 2008), La Saga des Habsbourg (Perrin, 2010), La Saga des Windsor (Perrin, 2011), La Saga des reines (Perrin, 2012) and La Saga des favorites (Perrin, 2013).
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An unusual history of Europe, as seen through the story of its most illustrious dynasties. All three of Jean des Cars’s royal sagas have been great commercial successes: La Saga des Romanov sold 69,000 copies, La Saga des Habsbourg, 28,000, and La Saga des Windsor, 13,000 copies. For the first time, all three are available in one volume. A new introduction by Jean des Cars and all the texts have been updated since their first edition.
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Louis II de Bavière (1976) in Argentina (Emece), Italy (Ugo Mursia), Japan (Chuo Koron Shin-Sha) and Poland (Panstwowy) Eugénie, la dernière impératrice (2000) in Spain (Ariel) La Saga des Romanov (2008) in Romania (Editura Corint) La Saga des Windsor (2011) in Spain (Santillana - Taurus) La Saga des reines (2012) in Poland (Muza)
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A fresh and synthetic look at the successive expeditions to the Middle East known as the “Crusades” (1096 - 1229). The last book of an essential medieval historian. Jacques Heers, who studied with Fernand Braudel and was Georges Duby’s assistant, powerfully stimulated the historiographical debate throughout his career. In A History of Crusades he writes: “To speak of the past… we often use words that men of the period never employed: the Middle Ages, the Renaissance, Romanesque art, Gothic art… The term “crusade” is another example of this curious exercise in poor methodology that consists of choosing terms or expressions different from those of contemporaries… Most of these [expressions], deliberately in contradiction with reality, are not coincidental, but, on the contrary, are chosen on purpose by the intellectual elite to dictate to children and the wider public a particular way of analysing and understanding events”.



20 FEBRUARY 2014



Thanks to the author' s profound knowledge of the Middle Ages, the many myths about these ' holy wars'are here confronted with the reality the historian had come to know through his research: we learn of the huge cost in time and money, many sovereigns were absent from their countries for years at a time; the lack of unity of purpose over the two centuries of expeditions; the widespread ignorance of Islam among the crusaders and much more.



336 PAGES



This is a work that is brilliant, masterful, and always original. The commercial and critical success of his previous works : Le Moyen Age, une imposture (27.000 copies sold in France !) La Première Croisade (17.000 copies) Les Négriers en terre d’islam (11.000 copies)



Jacques Heers, the French historian whose specialty was the Middle Ages, died recently. He was a professor at the Faculté des Lettres et Sciences Humaines at the Université de Paris X Nanterre, and then director of medieval studies at Paris IV. Among his notable works published by Perrin are Le Moyen-Âge, une imposture (1992); La Première Croisade (1995); Gilles de Rais (1994); Les Négriers en terre d’islam (2003) and La Naissance du capitalisme au Moyen-Âge (2012). #



) .



Heers was at the origin of historiographical challenges whose richness is proof of their importance, about the city, slavery, and the idea of the political party. –– Le Monde His disappearance is that of a courageous man with an independent mind, one who never hesitated to shake up taboos and preconceived ideas. –– Lectures françaises
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Le Moyen Age, une imposture (1992) in Portugal (Asa/Leya) and in Spain (Critica). La Première Croisade (1995) in Spain (Andres Bello Editorial) Gilles de Rais (1994) in Spain (A.Machado Libros) Les Barbaresques (2001) in UK (Greenhill Books), in Italy (Salerno) and in Spain (Ariel) Les Négriers en terre d’islam (2003) in Portugal (Editora Peixoto Neto)



Far from university history departments that have been gangrened today by sociology and anthropology, Jacques Heers’ text, in the author’s characteristically clear and incisive style, successfully navigates between micro-history and macro-history, familiarizing us with this spirit of Christianity that irrigated the activities of European peoples in every domain up until the revolutions of the 18th and 19th centuries. –– L’Homme nouveau Renowned medievalist, honorary professor of the Sorbonne, a specialist on cities, Jacques Heers refutes a number of clichés, including the one according to which the Middle Ages was an era of obscurantism. –– Spectacles du monde Once again Jacques Heers demonstrates his amazing erudition and his extraordinary pedagogical sense, solidly supported by his source material. –– Le Figaro Histoire about La Naissance du capitalisme au Moyen-Âge This is a work that shakes up the clichés about the Middle Ages, a solid book that demonstrates the advantage of opening perspectives that have been shut off by a history sometimes too influenced by politics, in favor of a history where the researcher’s methodology and honesty are the guides of a true work of quality. –– L’Union about La Naissance du capitalisme au Moyen-Âge
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Interrogating Plato, Plotinus, and Saint Augustine, the great humanist historian Lucien Jerphagnon (1921-2011) takes us back to the sources of our culture and our times, at the crossroads of history and philosophy. Throughout his works, the great historian Lucien Jerphagnon (1921-2011) incessantly sought answers from history and questioned the philosophers, with all the knowledge, irony, and erudition of the sage. He knew how to situate the philosophers in their times, all the while offering us a heady breath of the atmosphere of their era.



9 JANUARY 2014



264 PAGES



Lucien Jerphagnon’s global fame Public and critical success of the author’s previous works, notably Connais-toi toi-même et fais ce que tu aimes (Albin Michel, 2012) 25,000 copies sold, Rights sold in Spanish to PAIDOS and in Chinese to EAST CHINA NORMAL UNIVERSITY PRESS.



From a great figure of Antiquity to his eponymous school of thought, from masters to disciples, from a discourse on his method to a history lesson, the author plunges us into the most vivid sources of our times and our culture. Plato, Plotinus, and Saint Augustine are the heroes of this work that consists of unpublished texts the historian wrote during his lifetime. With his dazzling capacity to evoke the past and breathe life into the texts, Lucien Jerphagnon tells us what we need to see—that is, what the light of these philosophers makes us see and which is at the origin of the vision of our world. Page after page, this great humanist reminds us why the thinkers of Antiquity have offered us an initiation into the life of the mind, all that makes us alive and worthy of being human to this very day. A fitting conclusion, the last chapter of the work consists of the historian’s letters to his friend, which reveal a moving portrait of the man and invite the reader into the laboratory of thought. Lucien Jerphagnon was one of the founding members of the Centre international d' études platoniciennes et aristotéliciennes d' Athènes and advisor to the Institut international de philosophie for eighteen years. Professeur des Universités emeritus, he is the author of about thirty works, including the book of interviews granted Christiane Rancé entitled De l’amour, de la mort, de Dieu et autres bagatelles (Albin Michel, 2011), the best-seller that earned him recognition by a broad public; Connaistoi toi-même… et fais ce que tu aimes (Albin Michel, 2012); L’Homme qui riait avec les dieux (Albin Michel, 2013); Les Armes et les Mots (Tallandier, 1987, re-published by Robert Laffont, 2013).
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Lucien Jerphagnon was one of those rare, true thinkers who partially sacrificed the pursuit of a personal body of work to teaching. –– Libération Luminous, these texts sparkle and crackle like the last salvo of a fireworks that drew from the powerful arsenal of Antiquity, the better to cast light upon the black night of stupidity and hollow concepts. –– Le Point Lucien Jerphagnon, the erudite to whom we owe wonderful works on the history of Greek and Latin thought. –– L’Express With him, one is certain never to be bored, no matter what one’s level of learning. –– Le Nouvel Observateur Lucien Jerphagnon, an erudite of great simplicity whose greatest concern was perhaps to combat common certainties and popular assumptions. –– Le Magazine littéraire
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352 PAGES



The complete critical texts written by the famous historian Lucien Jerphagnon, who died in 2011, never before published as a collection. A panorama of historical research over the past fifty years, as delightful as it is enriching.
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The study of Rumanian archives, exploited here for the first time by a historian, reveals the little known reality of Europe’s third fascist movement, after that of Nazism and Italian fascism, during the inter-war years. It draws as well a picture of Rumania’s role in the Second World War. The spearhead of Rumanian fascism bears the name of a mass organization called the Legion of the Archangel Michael. Created in 1927, it was known as well by the name of its first political front, the Iron Guard. This legionary movement embodied an apparently atypical fascism, for it was both Christian and rural whereas its fellow organizations in more urbanized and industrialized countries were pagan and atheist.



23 MARCH 2014 496 PAGES



The Iron Guard was responsible for the assassination of two prime ministers, the indoctrination and recruitment of a large portion of the student population—including a group of the most brilliant and spiritual young intellectuals, like Mircea Eliade, or the most brutally modernist, like the young Cioran. It installed an actual counter-society within its “nests” and, in 1937, enjoyed the greatest electoral success of a fascist party (after that of the NSDAP in 1932). In 1938, King Carol II of Rumania had the founder and soul of the Iron Guard, ‘Captain’ Corneliu Codreanu, assassinated. The ideological influence of the latter on Marshal Antonescu’s antisemitic policies during the war, on Ceausescu’s national communism, and on contemporary populism is undeniable and striking.



A former student of the prestigious Ecole Normale Supérieure of Saint-Cloud, Traian Sandu holds a doctorate and is a research director in history. He is the author of several works, including Histoire de la Roumanie, published by Perrin in 2008, and is currently a professor agrégé at the Centre Interuniversitaire d’Etudes hongroises de l’Université Paris 3 - Sorbonne Nouvelle.



Foreign rights Contact: Ms. Rebecca Byers: [email protected] Perrin, 12, avenue d’Italie – 75013 Paris, France. Telephone: +33 (0)1 44 16 08 90



JANUARY TO MAY 2014



15



$



%



#



The twenty wars that changed the world. This book recounts “the world of yesterday”, as Stefan Zweig put it, in order to understand that of today, through the transformations of war. Once more “Man is wolf to man”, the Latin aphorism cited by Hobbes, is proven true. This unprecedented work presents an analysis of war in twenty chapters, written by renowned historians (Jean-Yves Le Naour, Olivier Wieviorka, and Jean-Louis Margolin, among others) and special correspondents of L’Express (Marc Epstein, Vincent Hugeux), experts and, most often, witnesses to the conflicts they covered. In the manner of Les Derniers Jours des Dictateurs, historic excellence and journalistic vigor combine to offer the reader a riveting book.



15 MAY 2014 368 PAGES



The contributors are all major historians and renowned authors whose works have each met with critical and commercial success in France and abroad.



The conflicts in question are those that caused worldwide upheaval: the two world wars, of course, but also some forgotten conflicts, such as the Russian civil war (1917-1922) which brought Lenin to power and contributed to the radicalization of his regime; the SinoJapanese war (1932-1945), antechamber of the Second World War; the Russian invasion of Afghanistan (1979-1989) that precipitated the fall of the USSR, and the Iran-Iraq war whose long-term effects turned the Middle East upside down and aggravated the oil crisis, giving birth to the current crisis. A selective bibliography at the end of each chapter and a chronology, with commentary, complete the whole. CONTENTS 1. The First World War : Baptism of a century (1914-1918) by Jean-Yves LE NAOUR 2. The Russian Civil War (1918-1920) by Jean-Christophe BUISSON 3. The Spanish Civil War (1936-1939) by Grégoire KAUFFMANN 4. The Sino-Japanese War (1937-1945) by Jean-Louis MARGOLIN 5. A brief history of the Second World War (1939-1945) by Olivier WIEVIORKA 6. The War of Indochina or the twilight of the French Empire (1946-1954) by Pierre JOURNOUD 7. The forgotten war: Korea (1950-1953) by Ivan CADEAU 8. The Algerian War (1954-1962) by Pierre PELLISSIER 9. The Vietnam War (1964-1975) by Pierre JOURNOUD 10. From one war to another : From the Six Day War (1967) to Yom Kippur (1973) by Emmanuel HECHT 11. The wars in Lebanon (1975-1990 and 2006) by Dominique LAGARDE 12. The USSR caught in the Afghan trap (December 1979 - February 1989) by Marc EPSTEIN 13. The Iran-Iraq War: the first Gulf War (1980-1988) by Pierre RAZOUX 14. The Falklands War (1982) by Emmanuel HECHT 15. The Gulf War (1990-1991) by Dominique LAGARDE 16. Yugoslavia : cemetery of illusions (1991-2000) by Vincent HUGEUX 17. The War in Afghanistan (2001- ?) by Michel GOYA 18. The Iraq War : defeated victory (2003-2010) by Dominique LAGARDE 19. Libya : from tyranny to anarchy (2011) by Vincent HUGEUX 20. Blitzkrieg in Mali (2013) by Pierre SERVENT Emmanuel Hecht is the editor of the cultural section of L’Express and co-editor, with Diane Ducret, of Les Derniers Jours des dictateurs (Perrin/L’Express, 2012 – 16,000 copies sold in France, rights sold to Russia, Poland, Hungary and Bulgaria). Pierre Servent, an internationally renowned expert on questions of defense and strategy, teaches at the Collège interarmées de Défense and is often called upon as a consultant to numerous media and major international businesses. A former journalist at La Croix and Le Monde, his works published by Perrin include Le Complexe de l’Autruche. Pour en finir avec les défaites françaises (Tempus, 2013) and a critically acclaimed biography of Manstein (2013) in the “Maîtres de guerre“ collection.
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The history of China in the 20 century, seen through the four fascinating biographies of the “emperors” who fashioned it, Sun Yat-sen, Chiang Kai-shek, Mao Zedong and Deng Xiaoping. Every one of them deserves credit for having woken up the Chinese dragon and for erasing the humiliations inflicted upon the Chinese by Western powers in the 19th century. Their means and their results are obviously a mixed bag, for of the four, only one, Deng Xiaoping, fully accomplished the task. A figure of inconsistency, Sun Yat-sen (1866-1925) vacillated between Western democracy and the Soviet Union’s dictatorship of the proletariat, ultimately losing himself in the maze of his own plots.



3 APRIL 2014 480 PAGES



Chiang Kai-shek (1887-1975) undoubtedly came very close to pushing China into the era of modernity. One of the great victors of the Second World War, due to his own lack of vision he nonetheless found himself forced to abandon continental China to the communists four years after its conclusion. Mao Zedong (1893-1976), however, possessed that vision, along with charisma to spare. But, victory once attained, he turned out to be incapable of directing the country with a calm, firm hand. Storms and dramas of all kinds were of his own making; the result was the 40 million dead of the Great Leap Forward and the 3 million (at least) victims of the Cultural Revolution, not to mention incessant purges of the army, the Communist Party, and among the common people. Deng Xiaoping (1904-1997), who lived through all the convulsive jolts of modern China, from the Long March to the triumphant communist entry into Beijing, from the Cultural Revolution through the events of Tienanmen Square, was the man who allowed China to transform itself and enter the modern era, at last becoming the “super-power” whose arrival Napoleon had foreseen in his Saint Helena exile: “When China awakes, the world will tremble.”



Journalist and teacher at Sciences Po-Paris, Rémi Kauffer is a specialist in intelligence. He has written works on the OAS and the CIA, and a Histoire mondiale du e renseignement (Robert Laffont, 1993-1994) as well as a Histoire secrète de la V République (La Découverte, 2006) which sold over 30,000 copies.
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The fifth volume of the « Maîtres de guerre » collection, the tale of Montgomery, the greatest English field marshal of the Second World War The destiny of Bernard Law Montgomery, son of an Anglican priest who preferred the sword to the chalice, was indeed an amazing one. Gravely wounded by a bullet in the lung in 1914, he barely escaped ending up in a mass grave, later to become, by default, the commander of the British 8th Army and the victor of El Alamein. Under Eisenhower, he commanded the combined Allied ground forces that took part in D-Day and the ensuing Normandy campaign, later capturing Admiral Karl Doenitz, Hitler’s official successor, in northern Germany as the country dissolved in chaos. This great eccentric, known for some brilliant contributions to strategy as well as some colossal blunders, was, after Churchill, the most decorated man of his country. 7 MAY 2014



In the tradition of the popular “Maîtres de guerre” collection, this work traces the path of one of the major protagonists of the Second World War, backed up by maps and a hundred photos. “Monty” was both a creature of war and something of a showman, thus this volume is particularly rich and incisive.



280 PAGES



The success of the “Maîtres de Guerre” series.



Antoine Capet holds an agrégation and is a specialist on the Anglo-Saxon world. He is a professor at the Université de Rouen and has translated, among other works, the correspondence of Winston and Clementine Churchill into French.



Illustrated with many unpublished color photographs.
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HITLER by François Kersaudy May 2011 – 265 pp.
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PATTON by Yannis Kadari May 2011 – 240 pp.
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STALINE by François Kersaudy May 2012 – 275 pp.



' China (Beijing Hanbook)
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STALINGRAD by François Kersaudy October 2013 – 176 pp.
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A ground-breaking work at the crossroads of colonial history, African studies, and the history of the Second World War, based on a number of archival documents that introduce nuances of the myth of a French resistance largely restricted to London and the mainland, establishing the importance of La France Libre in Africa. «With what rage anti-Gaullism […] desperately attempts to propagate the legend of the London Resistance! To one and all, I put forth the truth: La France Libre was African,” Jacques Soustelle protested, and justly so. In the fall of 1940, Britain provided neither fighters, nor natural resources, nor national territory, nor sovereignty for the Free French. In Africa, La France Libre extended from the Chado-Libyan border to the Congo River. Without these territories, what credibility would metropolitan France have enjoyed, what international recognition, what argument to assert against Vichy’s claims of the “loyalty” of the empire? 3 MARCH 2014



352 PAGES



While we are familiar with the role of the combatants of North Africa who joined la lutte (the armed forces) in 1943, as well as the exploits of the Resistance inside France and the Allied struggle, most remain strangely ignorant of events in French equatorial Africa and Cameroon, bastions of Gaullism from the very first hour. The history of free French Africa is of interest for its contribution to the Allied war effort and because of the African nature of the Gaullist movement from 1940 to 1943, of which few are aware. In that sense, this work provides an essential correction to the myth of a Resistance that was mainly active in London and in France. The wealth of this important book also lies in the fact that it draws upon a multitude of archives in France, Germany, the U.K., the United States, and sub-Saharan Africa.



The author is a recognized expert on colonial history and the history of the Second World War. The wealth of archives he has consulted sourced from the main belligerent countries.



Eric Jennings is a professor at the University of Toronto and a well-known specialist in colonial history and the history of the Second World War. His incomparable Vichy sous les tropiques (Grasset, 2004), is regarded as a work of reference. His latest publication is a study of the Vietnamese city of Dalat, La Ville de l’éternel printemps (Payot, 2013).
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Algeria under Vichy, as told in the words of those who lived through it. Between propaganda, fanaticism, denunciations and claims of responsibility for wartime acts, archives (the majority of them never before published) reveal the intentions and the reactions of the people of Algeria. In sharp contrast to mainland France, her départements of Algeria, site of the Allied landing in North Africa, suffered neither war, nor occupation, nor physical violence against the Jews upon their territory. Despite the hardship of doing without some things, life under the cult of Pétain went on in a relatively peaceful fashion, scarcely different from the past. The substitution of the Vichy régime for the Republic is said to have been met with particular indifference on the part of the” indigenous” population. Yet the archives of the Overseas territories reveal a much more mixed reality, depicting variations of mindset influenced by social origins, the image that Hitler’s Germany sparked in the imagination, the incredible anarchy set off by the policies and practices of Vichy, the nature and manifestations of antisemitism, the dreadful poverty of the Muslim population, the expression of Algerian nationalism, and the existence, as well, of Anglophile and Gaullist sympathies, and even an organized resistance.



10 APRIL 2014
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Pierre Darmon retraces the history of Algeria under Vichy, as told through those who lived through the events—fellahs, petty bourgeois and grand, wealthy colonials and those just getting by, local and foreign observers, minor bureaucrats and important members of the administration.



Pierre Darmon, historian and honorary research director at the CNRS, born in Oran (Algeria), is a specialist on the history of medicine. His all-encompassing study of Algeria, Un siècle de passions algériennes, histoire de l’Algérie coloniale 1830-1940 (Fayard), was published in 2009. The essential text was reprinted in paperback format as L’Algérie des passions 1870-1939 (Perrin « Tempus », 2012).
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For the first time, the intimate portrait, in 80 selected letters, of the most celebrated of royal mistresses, Madame de Pompadour, Louis XV’s soul mate. Madame de Pompadour didn’t write, or at least not only, to pass the time of day. For her, correspondence was an activity demanded by her station at Court and the organization of the monarchy, of which she was an official and integral part. She was the go-between everyone had to consult to be recommended and to obtain a pension, a position, or a privilege. In her letters, Madame de Pompadour is scarcely ever frivolous, light, or capricious. Her amorous sentiments were equal to her ambitions. Her life, which she readily compared to a “continual death”, was marked by sorrow, physical pain and mental anguish. No sooner had she arrived at Versailles than she was compelled to struggle to maintain her position, not only as the king’s favorite, but as the favorite object of jealousy and criticism as well. 15 MAY 2014



384 PAGES



Partly based on unpublished private archive material, the book reveals a number of letters that have never been published before.



But throughout this selection of her letters, Madame de Pompadour gradually reveals both the intimacy of a favorite and the determination of an iron-willed woman.



Cécile Berly is highly qualified to have selected these letters, presented here with her th commentary. A historian at the Château de Versailles and specialist of the 18 century, she is the author of La Reine scandaleuse : Idées reçues sur Marie-Antoinette (Editions Le Cavalier Bleu, 2012) and the co-author, with Jean-Clément Martin, of MarieAntoinette (Citadelles et Mazenod, 2010).
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The finest French historians tell of the death of the kings and emperors of France, from Charlemagne to Napoleon III. A blend in which anecdotal history—seriously gleaned only by those expert in the field—enriches History. The death of monarchs is a subject of fascination because it combines intimate details with the vast panorama of History, summoning its share of crimes, mysteries, suffering, and exile. If each death is singular and often exceptional (if only due to the nature of the individuals considered)—the whole offers an original look at French history, from Charlemagne to Napoleon III. Patrice Gueniffey leaves it to the best French historians, who have written authoritative works on their lives and reigns, to describe the last days of these kings and emperors in substantial but incisive texts. How and why did the great sovereigns who influenced French history die? These nineteen chapters can be read in one sitting or slowly savored, separately. The editor of this unprecedented work provides a superb preface that puts their work in perspective. 23 JANUARY 2014
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The contributors are all major historians and renowned authors whose works have each met with great commercial and critical success. Short chapters and a lively narrative carry the reader away on a unique journey through the history of France!



- « Saint-Louis » by Jacques Le Goff. Jacques Le Goff is known worldwide as one of the finest medievalists. Ever since the publication of his first book, Marchands et Banquiers du Moyen Age (PUF) in 1956, he has never tired of exploring medieval attitudes and has renewed in depth the history of the period. In 2010 Perrin published his Le Moyen-Âge et l’Argent, which has already been translated into ten languages. The body of his works has earned him innumerable distinctions, such as the Prix International Dan David in 2007. - « Louis XI » by Jacques Heers. Before his very recent death, internationally renowned medievalist Jacques Heers was, notably, a professor and the director of the Department of Medieval Studies of the Université Sorbonne-Paris IV. Among other works, Perrin has published his : Le Moyen Age, une imposture, La Première Croisade, Gilles de Rais, Les Négriers en terre d’islam, La Naissance du capitalisme au Moyen-Âge. - « Louis XIV » by Jean-Christian Petitifils. Historian and expert on the 17th century, about which he has written several works, Jean-Christian Petitfils also holds a doctorate in political science. Perrin has published several of his biographies, including Louis XIV, unanimously praised by the critics and awarded the Grand Prix de la Biographie historique de l’Académie française. - « Louis XVI » by Patrice Gueniffey, Professor at the EHESS, Patrice Gueniffey is the author of La Politique de la Terreur: Essai sur la violence révolutionnaire (Fayard, 2000). His latest work, Histoires de la Révolution et de l’Empire (Perrin, 2011), won great critical acclaim. - « Napoléon » by Thierry Lentz. Director of the Fondation Napoléon, Thierry Lentz is currently recognized as the best expert on the imperial era, as is evident in his 4-volume work, Nouvelle histoire du Premier Empire (2002-2010). His most recent works published by Perrin are La Conspiration du général Malet 24 octobre 1812 (2012) and Le Congrès de Vienne. Une refondation de l’Europe 1814-1815 (2013). - « Hugues Capet » by Laurent Theis. Chevalier de la Légion d' honneur and Officier de l' Ordre national du Mérite et de l' Ordre des Arts et des Lettres, Laurent Theis is a medievalist historian and honorary president of the Société de l' histoire du protestantisme français. He is the author of several works, notably François Guizot (Fayard, 2008), which was awarded the Grand prix de la biographie historique de l' Académie française.
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" The three weeks when all of France and Europe held its breath, told and explained as never before! What was called the «agony of Fontainebleau» played out over twenty days that separated Napoleon’s retreat to that town, after Paris was taken by the allied coalition on th March 31, 1814, and his departure for the island of Elba on April 20 . For some, the Emperor, slumped in a chair and contemplating suicide, had deserved his fate, while, to others, moved by the ceremony of Farewell, he had made the supreme sacrifice. But what if the widespread legend, repeated everywhere, was really a cover-up for a reality that was somewhat different? Carefully examining often belated and contradictory accounts, digging up documents no one was aware of, and evaluating the role of the main protagonists, Thierry Lentz, reconstructs, hour by hour, a drama upon which the fate of the world hinged, presenting it here in 26 dazzling chapters.



23 JANUARY 2014



Director of the Fondation Napoléon Thierry Lentz has proven himself the finest current expert of the imperial era, as is evident in his 4-volume work, Nouvelle histoire du Premier Empire (2002-2010). Perrin has published his recent books, La Conspiration du général Malet 24 octobre 1812 (2012) and Le Congrès de Vienne. Une refondation de l’Europe 1814-1815 (2013), soon to be published in Germany by Siedler Verlag.
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An extremely clear synthesis about the ins and outs of this grand diplomatic meeting. –– Le Figaro littéraire The Congress of Vienna reevaluated. –– Le Monde Thierry Lentz deserves credit for luminously recreating the Congress of Vienna in its very environment, for delineating its philosophy, and for objectively weighing its effects. –– La Nouvelle Revue d’Histoire Lentz was the best placed to put together a new synthesis concerning the greatest diplomatic conference in history. –– Guerres & Histoires
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Nine months of the reign of a giant on Lilliput. Intrigues, secrets, and preparations for his return, the ultimate fruit of several unpublished or little-consulted documents. Napoleon and his little entourage landed on the island of Elba on May 3, 1814, and left on February 26, 1815. As Pierre Branda reveals, the Emperor thought only of his return. Thus, though he bustled about, doing his best to make the sleepy inhabitants of these 244 square kilometers stir, he never stopped elaborating plans to escape from the tiny island. His little State was nonetheless under constant surveillance and pressure on the part of the victors of 1814, against whom Napoleon conducted a secret war. Ultimately he won it, for, at the decisive moment and despite the care taken to observe his every move, his captors didn’t notice a thing. The author untangles the threads and the webs, the foibles and the traps manipulated by the great strategist in preparation for his landing, like a bolt from the blue, at Golfe Juan. Administrateur de la Fondation Napoléon, Pierre Branda is a historian and the author of several works on the Emperor, including Le Prix de la gloire, Napoléon et l’argent (Fayard, 2007) and Napoléon et ses hommes, la Maison de l’Empereur 1804-1815 (Fayard, 2011). Foreign rights Contact: Ms. Rebecca Byers: [email protected] Perrin, 12, avenue d’Italie – 75013 Paris, France. Telephone: +33 (0)1 44 16 08 90
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Among several remarkable officers who led Stalin’s armies to victory during the Second World War, Marshal Zhukov stands out as the man who conquered Hitler. More than a biography, the authors bring the 20th century Soviet Union alive through the amazing story of a man who knew and withstood every Soviet regime during the 8 decades of his life.



5 SEPTEMBER 2013
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The first complete biography of Zhukov, the man who conquered Hitler, examining his entire military career as well as his personal life. The authors form an unusually effective team bringing together the talents of a bestselling historian and a former Georgian diplomat with a valuable network in the ex-Soviet Union. Based on research in recently accessible archives of the former USSR.



The collapse of communism led to a windfall for historians in the form of vast archives of the Soviet Union that had formerly been inaccessible. The authors have plunged into a wealth of material, beginning in the old peasant Russia of Czar Nicholas II. They have followed the path of a barely literate soldier buffeted by the great storms of history—the First World War and the Russian revolution of 1917. The young cavalry officer Zhukov proved his mettle during the civil war and miraculously escaped Stalin’s bloody purges that weakened the army and decimated its upper echelon officer corps. Then the Second World War broke out, and Zhukov found himself on every major battle front, from the counter-offensive of Moscow in December of 1941 to the victory at Stalingrad, from Kursk to the capture of Berlin. His important role continued after the war, when he was twice relegated to severe disgrace, saved Nikita Khrushchev, and attempted to effect in-depth reforms within the Soviet army. This work reveals the undoubtedly exceptional character of the man and of his actions, but it does not gloss over Zhukov’s immense failings, his violence, his shortcomings and his errors, nor the monstrous Stalinist machine of repression he did not hesitate to use to his advantage. Fascinated by the D-Day landings and the “liberators“, it is far too easy to forget that World War II was won on the Eastern front. Zhukov was one of its great artisans. The two authors have granted him his rightful place in the military history of the Second World War, at the very forefront. Jean Lopez, founder and current editor of Guerres et Histoire, has carved out his place among historians as the author of several works on the Eastern front, including Koursk : les quarante jours qui ont ruiné la Wehrmacht (Economica, 2008 – 7,000 copies sold), and Grandeur et misère de l’armée rouge (Éditions du Seuil, 2011). Lasha Otkhmezuri, former diplomat, is an editorial advisor at Guerres et Histoire. He speaks Russian, Georgian, English and French fluently. His contacts in the world of the former USSR have contributed immensely to an original perception of Zhukov and his actions which incorporates a Soviet point of view.
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