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Open letter to François Hollande FR



FRANCE MUST ACT TO SAVE ALEPPO



AR



Paris, 29th July 2016



[email protected].



Mr. President of the Republic, Since the start of your term of office, you have affirmed your support for a free and democratic future for the Syrian people. For several weeks the Assad regime, with the backing of Iranian mercenaries and the Hezbollah militia, and supported by the Russian Air Force, has bombed hospitals and civilians, and besieged the 300,000 inhabitants of Free Aleppo, which is run by a freely elected council representing a civil society freed from tyranny. The humanitarian disaster resulting from these attacks is largely ignored in France, including through official channels. How countries called "Friends of Syria" could they let the one who has gassed more than 1,400 people in August 2013 in Eastern Ghouta, tortured to death thousands of prisoners in the jails of Damascus (Caesar report), terrorized and killed civilians by dropping barrel bombs on them, retake Aleppo and repress its population with the ferocity of which it is customary? In his latest move, Putin is preparing a final blow against Free Aleppo with the trap of « humanitarian » corridors, to force the inhabitants to surrender and flee, increasing the risk that they will be bloodily massacred or arrested and tortured by the forces of the Assad regime. To reverse this, everything must be done to end the suffering of the people of Aleppo, ending the siege and the crimes directed against them, by the imposition of international control allowing the free movement of humanitarian relief and providing civilian protection as demanded by international law. If no pressure is exerted on Putin by the so-called “Friends of Syria” beyond rhetorical condemnation, they will be complicit in the war crimes and crimes against humanity being committed in Aleppo. Mr. President, the massive crimes of the bombing of civilians in Syria and Iraq, and the inhuman siege that deliberately starves and destroys whole communities in Syria, have continued without any real effort on the part of France and the “Friends of Syria”, demonstrating how low the international community has sunk over the last five years. These crimes are also the seeds of barbarism that now and in the future will blow back and make every country unsafe, as tragically illustrated by recent events in France. Based on your proposal for a humanitarian ceasefire, France must act urgently with other countries that recognise the threat and give the people of Aleppo the benefit of international protection that they are entitled to expect, and to frustrate the plan of the Assad regime which aims to make them choose between exile and slow death for some, a massacre for others. Please accept, Mr President of the Republic, our greatest respect.



First signatories: Nadia Leila Aissaoui, sociologist ; Hala Alabdalla, Syrian director ; Zaid Alkintar, human rights activist ; Gérard Aschiéri, trade unionist ; Edith Bouvier, a journalist ; Bernard Dréano, global justice activist ; Eric Favey, Executive Vice President of the League of Education ; Bishop Jacques Gaillot, Bishop Emeritus of Partenia ; Quentin Guillemain, Pdt Cosmopolitan Project Foundation ; Albert Herszkowicz, doctor, host of Memorial98 ; Fidaa Hourani ; Michel Kilo, a writer, Syrian opposition ; Bassma Kodmani, Director, Arab Reform Initiative ; Irene Labeyrie, architect ; Gérard Lauton, academic ; Arnaud Le Ny, academic ; Ziad Majed, a university professor ; Farouk Mardam Bey, publisher, writer and president of Suria Houria ; Michel Morzière, Honorary President of Reliving ; Professor Raphael Pitti, humanitarian doctor ; Beatrice Soule, A white wave for Syria ; Olivier Steiner, writer ; Dominique Vidal-Sephiha, journalist and historian. Avignon call for solidarity with the Syrian people, Call for Solidarity with Syria, Centre for Studies and International solidarity initiatives (CEDETIM-IPAM) ; Collective March 15 ; Collective for a free and democratic Syria (PSLD) ; Damascus Declaration ; Set (Left Front) ; Memorial98 ; Democratic Party of the Syrian people ; Houria smiled ; Union Syndicale Solidaires ...
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