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basic principles Creative writing is very much like day-dreaming. Reading is interpreting and 9nding the underlying meaning. Unconscious material is not expressed dire?ly but through images and symbols. There is an unbridgable gap between signi9er (word) and signi9ed (thing). Where the word is present, the thing is absent. pra?ical approaches • Think in terms of desire and repression, displacement and alienation. • Conne? the literary work to key psychoanalytical concepts. • Search the author’s biography for traumatic events.
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basic principles Western culture and the literary canon are male-dominated. A feminist or gay/lesbian viewpoint allows us to discover negle?ed works of art. Women writers and gay/lesbian writers have given an alternative rendering of human experience. pra?ical approaches: • Think in terms of gender and repressed identity. • Study the representation of men and women in the text and see whether they are prejudiced. • Consider how the writer’s writing and the reader’s gender a8e?s the reading.
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