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Thus, we have six interesting essays with good bibliographies but which neither prove nor disprove a realist or a culture approach. The case studies indicate. 
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John Glenn, Darryl Howlett, Stuart Poore(Eds) Neorealism Versus Strategic Culture (Aldershot: Ashgate, 2004, 296pp.) This book is a contribution of young, largely British international relations specialists to what J. David Singer called “The Level of Analysis Problem in International Relations” (World Politics,Vol 14 N°1, 1961). In the study of international relations, should the primary focus be on the nature of the world system or should there be an analysis fo the characteristics of individual states? Although the title of the book presents an either/or choice, the reality is the need for a both/and approach. The realist tradition in international relations study is associated with E.H. Carr’s The Twenty Years Crisis Hans J. Morgenthau’s Politics among Nations and Kenneth Waltz’s Man, the State and War and his Theory of International Politics. The realist position stresses the nature of the international system as the determining framework for an understanding of a state’s policies toward other states. It is an approach to the study of world politics rather than a single theory. Nevertheless, realists claim that, as in chess, there are certain rules of the game and certain classic moves. The most common rule is the need to prevent one state from dominating the entire international system. This is usually done with ‘balance of power’ techniques of alliances so as to prevent an expansionist state from dominating the system. Limiting the expansion of Nazi Germany and Imperial Japan by alliances and war and the USSR by containment are recent examples that confirm the realist approach that world politics is a ceaseless struggle for survival and dominance among states motivated by the pursuit of power. World politics, however, is not chess, and political leaders in different countries react to situations in somewhat different ways based on the history and culture of the area and on their individual life experience. This reality is what the title of the book calls ‘strategic culture’ and others have called ‘political culture’ or ‘deep structures’. As Keith Krause and Andrew Latham noted in their study on arms control “while cultural forces do not directly determine policy responses, they exercise a powerful influence on the shaping of what might be called ‘policy reflexes’. In other words, they can help shape an understanding of what constitutes ‘normal’ ‘appropriate’ or ‘desirable’ practices and responses.” After a presentation of these two theoretical approaches, there are six case studies of foreign policies with an emphasis on military strategy. The case studies deal with India, Nigeria, Japan, Australia, Russia and Germany. Each study is written by a different specialist in the country, and no effort was made to force the authors into rigid categories for comparative purposes. Thus, we have six interesting essays with good bibliographies but which neither prove nor disprove a realist or a culture approach. The case studies indicate that culture and history count — a Russian is not a German is not a Nigerian. However, all political leaders must act in a regional and world context. What John Glenn says for Russia’s strategic culture can be said of all other states as well “Two of the main sources of Russia’s strategic culture are geography and history”. While Gorbachev stressed ‘New Political Thinking’, he was unable to do away with history and geography nor with a world system based on a balance of power. However, he was able to move beyond the narrow framework of history, geography and Cold War structures by stressing that “the backbone of the new way of thinking is the recognition of the priority of human values, or to be more precise, of



humankind’s survival…The interests of development and pan-human values take priority over the interests of any particular class.” As the editors conclude “Those adopting a strategic culture orientation seek to identify the unique characteristics of a particular society/societies or organisational culture residing within a state…The best that it might be expected to achieve is to describe in some detain how a particular state, as a result of unique cultural characteristics, will react to the international environment…Neorealism, in contrast, seeks to offer a qualified long-term prediction based on the perennial patterns of interstate behaviour.” This book will be of interest to those working on theoretical approaches to inter-state action. It brings together in a clear way some of the contributions of the major approaches. Rene Wadlow
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