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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE SUB-COMMITTEE FOR MASTERS RACING HELD IN ZÜRICH (SUI) ON OCT 1st, 2014. Members Present:



Guests:



Stefano Arnhold (Chairman)



Heinrich Klobuczek (GER)



Harald Herbert (AUT)



Knut Stromstadt (SUI)



Rolando Galli (ITA)



Jean Marie Hennes (FRA)



Sergio Parot (CHI)



Luis Eichner (GER)



Petr Seidl (CZE)



Gian Luca Porta (ITA)



Ingrid Christophersen (GBR)



Tomas Karoly (SVK) – afternoon



Luka Vucinic (CRO)



Replacements:



Kyotaka Kato (JPN)



Eric Morel (FRA)



Robert Mathieu (SUI) Robert Dart (USA) Julie Lemieux (CAN)



1) Welcome The Chairman welcomed the delegates and presented Mr. Harald Herbert with a plaque, thanking him for his many years of unstinting service to the cause of Masters Racing. Mr. Arnhold explained that the main purpose of the meeting was to prepare a long term plan for Masters Racing and to discuss various ideas in preparation for the Meeting in Varna (BUL). The ideas that would be well received by the members would be transformed in motions by the NSAs to be voted in the next meeting. This would also give time to further studies, simulations and research that might be necessary. The Guests were invited to share their opinions, but any vote would be strictly reserved for Sub-Committee Members. The Chairman asked to add to item 9 of the Agenda a discussion related to the adoption of new helmets and to formulate a recommendation to the Equipment Committee on this matter. The inclusion of the new item was unanimously approved.



2) Roll Call 3) The meeting was held in English 4) Minutes of the Barcelona (SPA) June 2nd , 2014 Meeting were approved. 5) Reports 5.1) South American Alpine Events 5.2) South American Snowboard Events The Reports were distributed electronically prior to the meeting and can be found in the attachments. 6) Calendar 2014/2015 The calendar was approved. (Hinterstoder & Pec Pod Snezkou not yet in FIS website) CAN expressed the desire to organize the next WCM designated to North-America in the resort of Panorama. 7) Strategic Planning The 17 delegates were divided into 4 groups with the task of discussing Vision and Mission for Masters Racing: 7.1) Vision Provide to the best Masters age skiers a fun and challenging ski racing environment. 7.2) Mission The Sub Committee for Masters Racing will provide the conditions and the framework to enable skiers and snowboarders over the age of 30 to compete in a safe and enjoyable competitive environment and wherein is the opportunity to develop comradeship across borders and Continents. The Sub Committee will work to promote and develop the Masters ethos of fitness, health and well-being. The Sub Committee will endeavour to provide a sponsorship platform which will also benefit National Associations. 7.3) 2020 Plan It was agreed that the priority will be to further develop Alpine Racing and to bring the Cross Country activities closer to FIS (see item 10). Other disciplines including Snowboarding and “new” events such as Freestyle Skiing, Telemark, etc would be left for a second phase. It was also agreed to further develop the concepts of Vision & Mission and work on a detailed plan for 2020. One goal to be achieved on 2020 is to reach a total of 2000 participants at FMC races.



8) Advisory Groups The following members agreed to serve on advisory groups: OC Relations, Calendar and Competition Formats: Eric Morel (FRA) Rules & TD Relations: Harald Herbert (AUT), Petr Seidl (CZE) & Ingrid Christophersen (GBR) IT Relations: Heinrich Klobuczek (GER) Finance: Sergio Parot (CHI), Antonio Malugani (ITA) & Harald Herbert (AUT) World Criterium, Masters Rolando Galli (ITA) Industry Relations Rolando Galli (ITA) & Luka Vucinic (CRO) Marketing: Jean-Marie Hennes (FRA) The Chairman will participate in the above groups and help its structuring and the coordination between groups. 9) Discussion Matters 9.1 D Group for Ladies : The consensus was that the low numbers did not yet justify the creation of a separate “D” Group for ladies 55 and over. It was agreed that a separate trophy for Ladies 55 and over for “Best Time of the Day” should be introduced in the next season. 9.2 Separate Points for SG: It was agreed that, starting in Season 2015/16, separate points for SG will be calculated (no more GS points for SG races awarded). Regarding the number of FIS Points List to be published during a Season, the consensus was to increase the current number to 6 Lists: 1- First List of the Season (see also item 9.6.1 Basic List) 2- One list just before the first race of the season



3 – One List after the Southern Hemisphere events 4 – One List just before the first race of the Northern Hemisphere 5 – One List just before the WCM 6 – One List in the end of the Season 9.3 – Calculated Penalty: The idea was well received by the group and a simulation shall be carried out for the current season and the matter re-evaluated in light of this simulation at the Varna Meeting. A “normalization” of points might be required to keep the best with zero points. 9.4 – Limitation of No. of participants in WCM: The consensus was that such a limitation is not necessary at the moment. 9.5 – New names for Age Classes U 35, U 40, etc: Nomenclature to stay the same for age groups/classes. 9.6 – Other: 9.6.1 – Helmets: The following recommendation was prepared on this subject: The Sub-Committee for Masters Racing met today here in Zuerich and discussed the new helmet rules and its adoption by the Masters. The Masters would like to adopt the new helmets starting in the 2016/2107 Season. This time would be used to verify if the new and heavier helmets would bring and additional undesirable stress to older racers. It is also the desire of the Sub-Committee for Masters Racing to study the possibility to give Ladies aged 55 and older and Men aged 65 and older the free choice of their equipment, including helmets. 9.6.2 – Basic FIS Points List: The Chairman presented the Basic List concept that was adopted in AL a few years ago and more recently in SB and FS. It was agreed to conduct simulations and to review the adoption of this concept in the next meeting during the FIS Calendar Meetings in BUL. 9.6.3 – Ideas from Guest: All the ideas brought by the guests were duly discussed (see attachment) and the following received a positive reception: 9.6.3.1 – Overall FMC Awards for A, B , C and Discipline Overall Awards : Simulations on a possible adoption of a handicap system that would permit the presentation of Overall Awards per Age Group and Per Discipline to be conducted during this season for evaluation in Varna 2015. 9.6.3.2 – AUT January Races: It was agreed that AUT should be awarded its “traditional” calendar slot in the first weeks of January of each year.



9.6.3.3 – FMC Points for the Top 30: It was agreed to conduct simulations with the goal of awarding FMC points to the first 30 racers in each age class using the current AL WCup Points Scale (100, 80, 60, etc) starting in the next season. 9.6.3.4 – SG on FMC Finals: Not to favour GS/SL specialists, it was agreed to run a SG at the Masters Finals every other year (snow/weather conditions permitting). 9.6.3.5 – Other: a) The delegates voted against lifting lower and upper limits on races that count towards FMC. b) It was agreed that attention be paid to draw when large differences in points between two successive racers. c) Encourage organisers to provide warm-up pistes. d) Organisers have free choice regarding 1 or 2 run GS, but must respect VD. e) Master organizers encouraged to take out insurance to cover entrance fees (DNS). f) Entry Fee of Euros 15,00 introduced in the year 2000 – discussion if this amount should be reviewed considering the inflation of the period. g) Organisers to use dye in all events, specially speed events and on bad weather conditions. 10) Cross Country As bringing the existing Cross Country activities closer to FIS was elected as one of the priorities, the Sub-Committee for Masters Racing expressed once again its desire to have Mr Georg Zipfel (GER) nominated as a regular member of the Committee to be responsible for Cross Country and serving as a liaison with the World Masters Association. 11) Snowboarding Not elected as priority. 12) Finances The Chairman asked for permission to conduct discussions with FIS to keep the resources from the Masters Fund in a current account at FIS (in the same way as the NSAs keep can keep their funds with FIS). A vote was conducted and the majority was in favour of such discussions.
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