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Measuring progress Inspection and Advisory Service, London Borough of Richmond upon Thames LEA It is fair to say that the measuring of progress in Modern Languages in the primary school has not generally had a high priority and it is seldom the case that this has been taken into account when programmes are planned. This is partly to do with the fact that the aims and objectives of many language schemes are immeasurable. This can be exemplified by looking at a typical primary school’s French policy, such as that of Trafalgar Junior School in Twickenham, an extract of which is below.



Trafalgar Junior School, Twickenham as a case study Aims •



To encourage positive attitudes to the learning of a foreign language and a sympathetic approach to modern cultures.



•



To increase children’s understanding of the way languages work.



•



To develop children’s ability, confidence and enjoyment in communicating in the French language.



•



To increase children’s awareness of France and its culture.



•



To promote the personal and social development of the child through encouraging children to work co-operatively, experience success and gain enhanced self-esteem.



•



To develop children’s ability to listen attentively and to speak with confidence.



Pupils do, however, like to celebrate their successes and at the end of the primary phase, such recognition can perform a useful service in informing Year 7 teachers of progress and work covered. Where schemes have worked successfully, language content has been broken down into attainable and hopefully unthreatening steps that can be looked at with the class or individual children, one by one. The language elements are often broken down in terms of ‘I can’.
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Other schemes allow children the opportunity to reflect on how their language learning skills are progressing. While this demonstrates a purely personal reflection on the part of the child, it can be informative to the teacher.
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Some schools motivate pupils by formulating their own self-assessment records. In the following example from a Richmond upon Thames school, pupils colour in the pieces of the jigsaw as they progress:
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It is clear that recognition of success through the award of certificates and badges, for instance, in the early stages of learning a language can help get children off to a positive start. Certificates can be awarded to individual children, groups or a whole class. They can reward pupils for their participation as well as their effort.
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As early language learning has steadily developed over the past decade, individual class and school schemes for recording pupils’ progress have led in some areas to larger-scale initiatives. This has been in an effort to facilitate further pupils’ transition to secondary school, by providing consistency across, for example, a local education authority. A case study is offered below.



Richmond upon Thames LEA as a case study Richmond upon Thames LEA was as partner in a Socrates-funded Lingua project, PAMLA (Primary Assessment of Modern Languages) from 1999 to 2002. One of the outcomes of the project was the creation of the Lingua Badge Award, trialled in East Sheen Primary School, Hampton Hill Junior School, Hampton Community College and launched to all borough schools in January 2003. The award comprises spoken language and cultural elements, and children can progress through the three levels of Bronze, Silver and Gold. The level descriptors are based on the Richmond upon Thames scheme of work for French in Key Stage 2, taking into account progression to the National Curriculum requirements for Key Stage 3. Teachers’ notes give guidance of minimum requirements for each level and the assessment can be administered in any language. In Richmond LEA, this has been done so far in French, German and Italian. As pupils from many different local primary schools go on to study a range of languages across the Richmond Borough secondary schools, the knowledge that children have achieved a given level in a particular language is useful information to be received. Children can take their Bronze level at whatever stage is appropriate. In the Richmond pilot, we targeted Years 6 and 7 but, for example, Archdeacon Cambridge’s C of E Primary School is already preparing Year 5 pupils. Again, the Silver level can be taken at whatever time is appropriate, within either key stage. We expect the Gold level to be more appropriate to Key Stage 3. A leaflet for parents explains details of the award. A training package for Richmond Borough teachers is a useful tool for ensuring consistency of approach and standards. On successful completion of the award, pupils are rewarded with a badge and certificate. This is used as evidence of progress in their European Language Portfolios. We anticipate that as many children as possible will progress further to take their British Airways Language Flag Award, usually in Year 10. Thus, we have a snapshot of evidence across the Richmond Borough schools of continuity and progression in Modern Foreign Languages through Key Stages 2, 3 and 4.
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Moving from a local to a national scale, the forthcoming Learning Ladder for Languages is awaited with great interest.
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Using the European Language Portfolio – 1 London Borough of Richmond upon Thames LEA



The European Language Portfolio is a resource for recording a pupil’s achievements and progress in languages. Teachers and pupils in the London Borough of Richmond upon Thames helped to develop the UK version of the Portfolio. It is: •



an open-ended record of a pupil’s achievements in languages;



•



a document which can be kept by the teacher on behalf of the pupil;



•



a valuable source of information to aid transfer to the next class or school;



It is available from CILT Publications or may be downloaded free of charge from the website: www.nacell.org.uk/resources/pub_cilt/portfolio.htm.



The European Language Portfolio in the London Borough of Richmond Upon Thames The European Languages Portfolio, developed in this country by CILT, has gained in popularity since its launch in 2002. Its purpose is to enable pupils to record their experiences of and achievements in language learning. This can include English as an additional language, mother tongue learning in a language other than English, in addition to Modern Foreign Languages. The learner is given the opportunity to record details about his or her own language biography and also to reflect on his or her progress through self-assessment sections. The latter takes the form of ‘I can …’ statements that are coloured in as progress is made.
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As pupils move on to the ‘Getting Better’ sections, this allows them to have a sense of their own progression and, in some cases, what they need to do to improve.
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In the final section of the Portfolio, pupils have the opportunity to place their own evidence, chosen by themselves as examples of their work. This evidence may be reviewed over time and indeed replaced as the pupil feels that he or she has improved. The evidence can, of course, consist of written work or a PowerPoint presentation, a video or audio recording.



Chase Bridge Primary School, Twickenham as a case study A visiting specialist teacher teaches French from Year 5. Lessons are once a week for about 40 minutes. There are strong links with a school in St Omer. This school was part of the CILT pilot for the European Languages Portfolio and found it to be an effective tool for children to record their progress. The visiting teacher has found nonetheless that time constraints prevent her from using the Portfolio as often as she would perhaps like. A way around this has been for her to start the Portfolio with Year 5 children. This, in fact, performs a useful function in allowing children to build up their Portfolios over a two-year period, before moving on to secondary school.
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East Sheen Primary School, Sheen as a case study



This is a piece of work from the portfolio of a Year 6 pupil, after three terms of French. The class teacher teaches French and the average amount of time is about 30 minutes a week. The school participates in LEA-led language assistant programmes and has strong links with a school in St Omer.
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Using the European Language Portfolio – 2 Primary MFL Advisory Teachers, Liverpool Education and Lifelong Learning Service In Liverpool, all Year 6 pupils were given the European Language Portfolio to complete and take with them to their destination secondary school. In the majority of cases, it was the Year 6 class teacher who went through the Portfolio and guided the pupils on completion. The teachers found it convenient to work through the Portfolio towards the end of the summer term after the SATs. The pupils enjoyed completing the Portfolios and were keen to add extra information such as photographs, articles about trips to France and pieces of written work in the target language. This was placed in the section ‘My Dossier’. Both pupils and teachers found the most useful sections to be ‘What I Know and Can Do in Languages’ and ‘Getting Better’. Once these sections had been explained to pupils, they could work on them independently. This gave the pupils the opportunity to monitor and record their own progress, which in itself is a valuable study skill. Due to time constraints, the sections that were least used were ‘Languages I Know’ and ‘Pick and Match’. If teachers were short of time, these sections could be omitted. On the whole, the primary teachers found that using the Portfolio was a useful and motivating activity. In some schools, the Portfolios were displayed at open evenings to show parents a record of pupils’ work in languages. In other schools, teachers have adapted the Portfolio to make it specific to their own situation. This is often used with younger pupils who use the Portfolio selectively and carry it forward to record their progress annually. The responsibility is placed on the pupils to take their Portfolios with them to their secondary school to show to their new languages teacher. In addition to the Portfolio, all secondary heads of language departments are given a breakdown of what the pupils have studied in MFL in the primary school. The heads of departments have commented that this information was very useful to them for their planning for progress and transition.
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