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LLCM40AN English Phonetics and Phonology



2.2. Common weak-form words



Week 5: Weak-form words, introduction to intonation T. Kamiyama, Université de Marne-la-Vallée 2007-2008



Strong form ðiɏ



Strong form ænd



• Example:



• Example: Strong form eǰ



Strong form bȒt



• Example: • Examples: 3/03/2008 T. Kamiyama



Roach (1991), Kelly (2000) 3
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Question



Strong form ðæt



• In the following sentence, which occurrences of ‘that’ are pronounced in its strong form /ðæt/, and which of them in its weak form /ðǟt/? • Lucy said that that that that that man wrote was wrong. • Lucy said that that “that” that that man wrote was wrong. • /ðǟt ðæt ðæt ðǟt ðæt/



Strong form ðæn



• Example: 3/03/2008 T. Kamiyama
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Strong form hǰz



Jusque là le 18/02/2008 • Lucy said that that “that” that that man wrote was wrong. • /D´t DQt DQt D´t DQt/



Strong form hǢɏ



• Example: 3/03/2008 T. Kamiyama
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3/03/2008 T. Kamiyama
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Strong form jȐǟ / jǚɏ Strong form ȉiɏ



• Example:



• Example:



Strong form hiɏ



3/03/2008 T. Kamiyama
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• Example:
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Strong form hǰm



Strong form wiɏ



• Example: Strong form hǢɏ



Strong form juɏ



• Example:



• Example: 3/03/2008 T. Kamiyama
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Strong form ðem • Example:



• Example: Strong form Ȓs • Example:



• Example: 3/03/2008 T. Kamiyama
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• Example: • Example:



• Example:



3/03/2008 T. Kamiyama
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LLCM40ES English Phonetics and Phonology 2007-2008 Week 5
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• Example:



3/03/2008 T. Kamiyama



Roach (1991), Kelly (2000)17



LLCM40ES English Phonetics and Phonology 2007-2008 Week 5
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• Examples: • Examples:



3/03/2008 T. Kamiyama
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• Example:



3/03/2008 T. Kamiyama
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• Example:



• Example:



• Example:



• Example: • Example:
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‘saint’ • Strong form: seǰnt For the common noun and family name. • Weak form: snʑ(t) For the title before a name (but not usual in American): ‘St. Pancras’ /snʑ(t) ɇpæčkrǟs/, ‘St. Patrick’ /snʑ(t) ɇpætrǰk/, ‘St. Petersburg’ /snʑ(t) ɇpiɏtǟzbǢɏg/ • In French names: sæɫ sæn ‘Saint-Étienne’ /sæntetiɇen/ 3/03/2008 T. Kamiyama



Roach (1991), Kelly (2000)25
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Cf. contracted forms
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Cf. contracted forms



• Examples:



3/03/2008 T. Kamiyama
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Cf. Contracted forms



Cf. Contracted forms



• Contracted negative forms of auxiliaries and modals are stressed: • oOO OoOo oOOo



• Compare: • She can swim. /ȉi kǟn ɇswǰm/ ooO • (I don’t think she can swim.) She can swim. /ȉi ɇkæn ɇswǰm/ oOO



• Simple auxiliaries and modals are usually (but not always) unstressed: • OoO ooO ooOo



3/03/2008 T. Kamiyama
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3/03/2008 T. Kamiyama
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Stress and intonation? LLCM40AN English Phonetics and Phonology Class 4: Stress, rhythm, and intonation in English and other languages



• ‘accent’, ‘stress’, ‘intonation’? • Acoustic cues? • Duration (length), intensity, F0 (melody, pitch)?



3/03/2008 T. Kamiyama
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Word stress (lexical accent) 1. Word stress (lexical accent)



• Word-specific pattern: you usually find it in a dictionary. • It is part of the sound form of the word. • In English one syllable in a word is stressed.



3/03/2008 T. Kamiyama
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In a single word, pronounced in isolation Word stress in English



• When there more than one syllable (polysyllabic words): one syllable is necessarily stronger than its neighbours. -> “stressed syllable” Examples: Harvard banana



3/03/2008 T. Kamiyama
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Acoustics cues: stressed syllables are … • • • •



1. Longer (greater duration) 2. Stronger (greater intensity) 3. Pitch (melody) change 4. Vowel quality: the vowel has a “clearer” (not “obscure”) quality.



In connected speech • Basically, stressed syllables are always stressed regardless of the position in the sentence, and the unstressed syllables are unstressed (except for the cases of deaccenting or stress shift). • If pronounced with a ‘wrong’ stress placement, native speaker might perceive another word.
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Lexical accent in other languages • Tones in tone languages (Cantonese, Mandarin Chinese, Vietnamese, Thai, Bantu languages). • Pitch accents in pitch accent languages (Japanese, some varieties of Dutch, Swedish). • Quantitative (duration) accents in Italian. • Stress (duration, intensity, pitch change, vowel quality) in English, Russian. • (Group-final lengthening in French.) 3/03/2008 T. Kamiyama
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