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1. Strong and weak syllables (revision), primary and secondary stress



LLCM20AN English Phonetics Week 7: Stress placement I (stress in simple words) T. Kamiyama, Université de Marne-la-Vallée 2007-2008



Demonstration



Strong syllables are …



• Listen to the sentences: • • • •



• Mark the stress pattern with O (strong) and o (weak): • 1. OoOoOo • 2. OooOooOoo



1. Longer (greater duration) 2. Stronger (greater intensity) 3. Pitch (melody) change 4. Vowel quality: the vowel has a “clearer” (not “obscure”) quality.



• What differences can you find between strong and weak syllables? 17/03/2008 T. Kamiyama
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In a single word, pronounced in isolation



Strong and weak syllables



• When there is only one syllable (monosyllabic words): you cannot compare



• Strong and weak syllables tend to alternate: • OoOoOo



• When there more than one syllable (polysyllabic words): one syllable is necessarily stronger than its neighbours. -> “stressed syllable”



• But it is not always the case: • OOO
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• “Harvard” Oo : the stress (word stress) falls on the first syllable.



• When there more than one syllable (polysyllabic words): one syllable is necessarily stronger than its neighbours. -> “stressed syllable”



• “banana” oOo : the stress (word stress) falls on the second syllable. • /!h"#v$d/ /b$!n"#n$/: the (primary) word stress is represented by /!/ placed before the stressed syllable.



Examples: Harvard banana
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Word stress



In a single word, pronounced in isolation



17/03/2008 T. Kamiyama



• Stress placement is a component of the sound form of the word (as vowels and consonants): if pronounced with a ‘wrong’ stress placement, native speakers might perceive another word.
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Word stress Secondary stress



• In longer words, there may be more than one stressed-syllable. Example: “international” OoO(o)o



• If the primary stress is located on the third or later syllable of a word, • then there must also be a secondary stress on one or other of the first two syllables.



• But one of them (usually the last one) is stronger than the other(s): OoO(o)o (-> primary stress and secondary stress)



• "Oo!Oo… (%edu!cation) • "Ooo!Oo… (%organi!zation) / o"Oo!Oo… (as%soci!ation)



The secondary stress is represented by /"/: /%&nt$!næ'nl/ 17/03/2008 T. Kamiyama
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Secondary stress



Stress placement



• There are also some cases where the primary stress falls on the second syllable, and the secondary stress on the first one:



• Can we predict the position of the wordstress? • Yes, to some extent. • We can describe some rules (but practically all the rules have exceptions).



• Some prefixes: "O!Oo… (%re!dial, %re!start) • “double-stressed” compounds (with a monosyllabic first element): "O!Oo… (%bad-
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!tempered, %well-!behaved) 17/03/2008 T. Kamiyama
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Stress placement • In order to decide on stress placement, it is necessary to think of the following questions: • I) Is the word morphologically simple, or is it complex as a result either of containing one or more affixes (= prefixes or suffixes) or of being a compound word? • II) Which grammatical category (noun, verb, adjective, etc.) does the word belong to? • III) How many syllables are there in the word? • IV) What is the phonological structure of those syllables. 17/03/2008 T. Kamiyama
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Affix, prefix, suffix? • Prefix /!pri#f&ks/: a morpheme added to the beginning of a word (‘un’ in ‘untie’, ‘mis’ in ‘misunderstand’). • Suffix /!s(f&ks/: a morpheme added to the end of a word (‘ness’ in ‘kindness’). • Affix /!æf&ks/: prefix or suffix (or infix in some languages, but not in English). 17/03/2008 T. Kamiyama
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Two-syllable simple words: nouns 2. Two-syllable simple words Is the first or second syllable stressed? (not both)



• !Oo if the second syllable contains a short vowel: • ‘money’ /!m(ni/, ‘product’ /!pr)d(kt/ /!pr)d$kt/, ‘larynx’ /!lær&*ks/ • Otherwise, o!O: • ‘estate’ /&!ste&t/, ‘balloon’ /b$!lu#n/, design /d&!za&n/ 17/03/2008 T. Kamiyama
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Two-syllable simple words: verbs • o!O if the second syllable of the verb contains a long vowel or diphthong:



Two-syllable simple words: verbs • !Oo if the final syllable contains a short vowel and one (or no) final consonant: • ‘enter’ /!ent$/, ‘open’ /!$,pn-/, ‘envy’ /!envi/, ‘equal’ /!i#kw$l/



• ‘apply’ /$!pla&/, ‘arrive’ /$!ra&v/ • or if it ends with more than one consonant:



• also if the final syllable contains /$,/:



• ‘attract’ /$!trækt/, ‘assist’ /$!s&st/



• ‘follow’ /!f)l$,/, ‘borrow’ /!b)r$,/ 17/03/2008 T. Kamiyama
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Two-syllable simple words: verbs • Exceptions: most two-syllable verbs that seem to be exceptions to the above might be interpreted as being morphologically complex:
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Two-syllable simple words: adjectives the same rule • o!O if the second syllable of the adjective contains a long vowel or diphthong: • ‘divine’ /d&!va&n/, ‘alive’ /$!la&v/



• ‘permit’ (v.) /p$!m&t/ = ‘per’ + ‘mit’ • or if it ends with more than one consonant: • ‘correct’ /k$!rekt/, ‘exact’ /&+!zækt/ 17/03/2008 T. Kamiyama
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Two-syllable simple words: adjectives the same rule



Two-syllable simple words: adjectives



• !Oo if the final syllable contains a short vowel and one (or no) final consonant:



• Exceptions:



• ‘lovely’ /!l(vli/, ‘even’ /!i#vn-/



• ‘perfect’ /!p.#f&kt/ /!p.#fekt/



• ‘honest’ /!)n&st/



• also if the final syllable contains /$,/: • ‘hollow’ /!h)l$,/, ‘shallow’ /!'æl$,/ 17/03/2008 T. Kamiyama
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Two-syllable simple words



Tendency observed



• Other two-syllable words such as adverbs and prepositions seem to behave like verbs and adjectives.



• Heavy syllables (syllables which contain a long vowel or a diphthong, or end with more than one consonant) tend to attract stress (but not always).
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Three-syllable simple words: verbs • o!Oo if the last syllable contains a short vowel and ends with not more than one consonant:



3. Three-syllable simple words



• ‘encounter’ /&*!ka,nt$/, ‘determine’ /d&!t.#m&n/ • oo!O if the final syllable contains a long vowel or diphthong, or ends with more than one consonant: • ‘entertain’ /%ent$!te&n/, ‘resurrect’ /%rez$!rekt/ 17/03/2008 T. Kamiyama



Three-syllable simple words: nouns • If the final syllable contains a short vowel or /$,/, it is unstressed: • o!Oo if the syllable preceding this final syllable contains a long vowel or diphthong, or if it ends with more than one consonant: • ‘mimosa’ /m&!m$,z$/, ‘disaster’ /d&!z"#st$/, ‘potato’ /p$!te&t$,/, ‘synopsis’ /s&!n)ps&s/ 17/03/2008 T. Kamiyama
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Three-syllable simple words: nouns • If the final syllable contains a short vowel: • !Ooo if the middle syllable contains a short vowel and ends with not more than one consonant: • ‘quantity’ /!kw)nt&ti/, ‘emperor’ /!empr-$/, ‘cinema’ /!s&n$m$/, ‘custody’ /!k(st$di/
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Three-syllable simple words: nouns



Three-syllable simple words: adjectives



• Most of the above rules show stress tending to go on heavy syllables (containing a long vowel or diphthong and/or ending with more than one consonant). • However, three-syllable nouns are different.



• Adjectives seem to need the same rule: • !Ooo if the final syllable is heavy :



• !Ooo if the final syllable is heavy: • ‘intellect’ /!&nt$lekt/, ‘marigold’ /!mær&+$,ld/, ‘alkali’ /!ælk$la&/ /!ælkl--a&/, ‘stalactite’ /!stæl$kta&t/ • (the last syllable is usually quite prominent) 17/03/2008 T. Kamiyama
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• ‘opportune’ /!)p$tju#n/, ‘insolent’ /!&nsl-$nt/, ‘derelict’ /!der$l&kt/, ‘anthropoid’ /!æn/r$p0&d/
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Stress-placement rules LLCM20AN English Phonetics



• The above rules do not, of course, cover all English words (longer words, loan words …). • They do not apply to function words (articles, prepositions, etc.). • Complex words and compounds will be dealt with in the next class.
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Class 6: Stress placement II (stress in complex words)



1. Stress-placement in suffixed words 31



1. Stress-placement in suffixed words: three types of suffixes



Reminder: affix, prefix, suffix? • Prefix /!pri#f&ks/: a morpheme added to the beginning of a word (‘un’ in ‘untie’, ‘mis’ in ‘misunderstand’).



• 1. Suffixes carrying primary stress themselves • 2. Suffixes that do not affect stress placement



• Suffix /!s(f&ks/: a morpheme added to the end of a word (‘ness’ in ‘kindness’).



• 3. Suffixes that influence stress in the stem • - stress falls right before the suffix • - stress falls two syllables before the suffix



• Affix /!æf&ks/: prefix or suffix (or infix in some languages, but not in English). 17/03/2008 T. Kamiyama



33



LLCM20AN English Phonetics 2007-2008 Week 7



1.1. Suffixes carrying primary stress themselves
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1.1. Suffixes carrying primary stress themselves



• The primary stress is on the first syllable of the suffix. • If the stem (= root) consists of more than one syllable, there will be a secondary stress on one of the syllables of the stem. • The secondary stress cannot fall on the last syllables of the stems, and is, if necessary, moves to an earlier syllable (avoidance of oOOo). • ‘Japan’ /d1$!pæn/ oO • ‘Japanese’ /%d1æp$!ni#z/ OoO 17/03/2008 T. Kamiyama
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