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La Chapelle des Fougeretz, February 8, 2011



Dear friends and partners, We hope you are doing well. Here is some news from each of us.



Laurie



Saturday, January 22, sixteen ladies met at our office for breakfast and a time of discussion. Many women who came to the Christmas breakfast requested some kind of follow-up, so we wanted to provide an opportunity for them to go deeper. It was an interesting mix of ladies from different churches, Catholic, Protestant and non-believing. After informal time as we ate, Marie-Carmen began the discussion using our Discovery Group material from the Gospel of John. We had open questions about the need for love and where we look for or find it, and looked at several passages from the Gospel. The discussion was very open, frank, lively and interesting! Please pray for these women that each would continue to progress and come back to our other monthly meetings (next one February 19). We hope to see several understand who Jesus is and put their trust in Him. These last weeks we have covered many different topics during the training with Tereza and Halle, such as the Importance of Truth and Grace in relationships, How to follow up a young Christian, How to give your personal testimony, and a Biblical view of Authority. It was fun to discuss follow-up with Halle because it is a pertinent topic for her as she is doing it with several girls who are at different levels. We also talked about a non-Christian, Fahila, whom she and I met during an outreach on campus last spring. Fahila has some Muslim background, believes that God exists, and has lots of deep reflexions and questions! Halle was able to invite her to several events last spring and keep in touch with her as she moved over the summer. Please pray for her email discussions with Fahila and the occasional opportunities to see each other, and that Fahila could come to trust in Jesus. I recently had the third trimester sonogram and everything seems to be going well for Baby. We appreciate your continued prayers for the end of the pregnancy, for a safe delivery around March 19, and for our preparations for the changes in our family. Early January, I took my first semester theology exams in Greek (16.5/20), Hebrew (11.5/20), Theological English (17/20) and Biblical Philology: inter-testamentary literature (11/20). It went well overall, which I didn't take for granted after fifteen years or so without exams. Each of these units has a second half in the second semester in order to be fully validated. Please pray for my perseverance, and the challenge of learning Hebrew, for which we only covered a third of the program. Maybe I will need a second year to digest all of this…?



Yannick



With two colleagues, for two months we have been preparing the Annual Staff Conference of Agapé-France (i.e. CCC-France), which will take place in Luçon February 27 – March 5. In particular, I've been taking care of registration, lodging, accounting and administrative aspects. Please pray that this Conference will be refreshing for all of our colleagues. In the context of revising our Policy Manual, a subject which gave me great joy these past months was the writing of a Creed for our Agapé(CCC)-France confession of faith: confess our faith in an intelligible and familiar manner for all Christians with whom we work, drawing inspiration in the Bible and staying faithful to primitive Christianity. Following the protestant reformers, how could we not make our own the Creeds or Symbols of the first centuries' Church: the Apostles', Niceno-Constantinopolitan and Athanasian Creeds? We are enriched as we taste these overlooked treasures once again. After several months of research and compilation last summer, I wrote a first version that I submitted to three very competent persons in theology so that I could benefit from their suggestions: my father (who studied in his youth Catholic and Orthodox theologies), my priest friend Yann Lamouroux (who is my age and just finishing extended studies; please pray for him as he will resume a pastoral ministry in April in the Vannes diocese) and last but not least the recognized Evangelical Protestant theologian Henri Blocher, professor at Vaux-surSeine [1965-2011] and Wheaton College [2003-2008]. Their precious suggestions allowed me to refine and sharpen some expressions and to avoid some imprecisions. At last, after reviewing it with several Agapé-France colleagues, this Creed has now become our new Confession of faith. Here it is, on the back of this page, with an underlining code showing excerpts of Apostles', Niceno-Constantinopolitan and Athanasian Creeds. Thanks for your partnership with us to reach people in France,



Laurie and Yannick Yannick et Laurie CHIRON * 11 rue du Clos Robert * 35520 LA CHAPELLE DES FOUGERETZ * FRANCE 011.33.299.13.10.91 * [email protected] Gifts can be sent to: Campus Crusade for Christ * P.O. Box 628222 * Orlando FL 32862-9841 (specify acct # 2728140) Questions about automatic transfers and donations? Contact toll free 888-CRUSADE, 407-826-2419, [email protected] or visit our webpage http://ylchiron.free.fr/newsletters-for-partners.html.



The Bible is the word of God, foundation of our faith. God fully inspired the authors of the books of the Bible to transmit to us without error all that is necessary to know him.1 Following the first Christians and the reformers 2, we confess our faith as it is expressed in the ecumenical 3 symbols known as the Apostles' 4, the Niceno-Constantinopolitan 5 and the Athanasian Creeds 6. The following Creed is inspired by these texts, which have their foundation in the Bible.



We believe in one God, who is from all eternity in three persons, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. We worship one God in Trinity, and Trinity in Unity, neither confounding the persons, nor dividing the essence.7 We believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible.8 He created man in God's image. Man broke communion with God, in sinning by disobedience and by indifference.9 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, born of the Father before all ages. God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God.10 Begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; through Him all things were made 11. He is the only mediator between God and men.12 For us men and for our salvation, he humbled himself13 and came down from heaven, and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the virgin Mary, and became man.14 Tempted in all things as we are, he never sinned.15 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and was buried. By offering his life as a sacrifice on the cross16, he expiated our sins and obtained our forgiveness.17 He rose again on the third day, in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.18 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, separating the just from the unjust; and his kingdom will have no end.19 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and20 the Son, who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. He reveals and glorifies Jesus Christ.21 He resides22 in all believers and he is the Paraclete23 who transmits to them salvation24, new life25 and his gifts26. He gives them by faith the power and the perseverance to bear fruit to the glory of God.27 We believe that the Church, Christ's body, is one, holy, catholic28 and apostolic.29 It is manifested in ecclesial communities, missions and the communion of saints.30 We confess one faith and one baptism, in the Name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, for the remission of sins.31 God is love, and it is only by his grace that salvation is given to any man who professes this faith.32 Faith manifests itself by love, in the good works and Gospel proclamation which flow from it.33 We look forward full of hope to the last judgment, the resurrection of the dead and life everlasting.34 To God be all the glory.35 Amen. © 2010-2011 Yannick Chiron All rights reserved. Thanks to Alain Chiron, Yann Lamouroux and Henri Blocher for their precious suggestions. 1 2 3 4



Jn 17: 3; Ep 1: 13; Ps 119:88-109; 2 Tm 3:15-17; 2 P 3:15-16; Mt 5:18,24:35. The Bible is divided into 39 books for the Old Testament (Hebrew canon) and 27 books for the New Testament. Sola scriptura; inerrancy of the Bible. Catechism of Geneva, articles 15 to 18 [Calvin – 1545]; Confession of La Rochelle, articles 4 and 5 [1571] . From the Greek οἰκουμένη γῆ, i.e. which deals with the whole inhabited earth. It would have its origin in a Roman baptismal confession of faith anterior to 150: “1. I believe in God the Father almighty; 2. and in Christ Jesus His only Son, our Lord, 3.
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Established during the Nicene Council in 325, completed in 381 and 589 during the Councils of Constantinople and Toledo (filioque). “Quicumque” symbol, said to be from Athanasius, written between 430 and 500



Who was born of [de] the Holy Spirit and of [ex] the virgin Mary, 4. Crucified under Pontius Pilate and buried, 5. The third day He rose again from the dead, 6. He ascended into heaven, 7. sits at the right hand of the Father, 8. Whence He shall come to judge the living and the dead. 9. And in the Holy Spirit, 10. The holy Church, 11. The remission of sins, 12. The resurrection of the flesh.” (Catholic encyclopedia, Apostle's Creed - www.newadvent.org/cathen/01629a.htm)



( ;)שְׁמַע יִשְׂראֵל יְהוָה אֱלהֵינו יְהוָה אֶחָדGn 1:1-3; Ex 3:14; Jn 1:1-3, 8:58; Mt 28:18-20; 2 Co 13:13.
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Dt 6:4-9
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Gn 1 to 2: 4; Jr 10:16; Ps 148; Jb 26: 7, 38:4, 41:3; 1 S 1:3 ; Ep 3:9 ; 1 Co 8: 6 ; Col 1:15-17. Almighty: Παντοκράτορα (lit. Master of all things). Gn 1 to 3; Ps 14: 1-3,36:2-3; Rm 3:10-12. indifference or negligence: Gn 2: 15,3:6; Rm 1:18-23. Man left to his own nature is incapable by himself of restoring communion with God. 1 Co 2:14 Jn 1:1,14,18; Jn 20: 28 ; Ac 20:28; Tt 2:13; He 1:8-9. Only Begotten Son of God: Υἱὸν τοῦ Θεοῦ τὸν μονογενῆ. Jn 1:3; 1 Co 8:6; Col 1:16; He 1:10. Consubstantial to the Father: ὁμοούσιον τῷ Πατρί. 1 Tm 2:5; He 9:15; Jn 14: 6-9; Ga 3:20; Jn 17: 6 Literally, Ph 2: 1-11 underlines the fact that Jesus empties himself taking the condition of a servant, then humbles himself by becoming obedient unto death on a cross. Athanasian Symbol specifies: “Equal to the Father, as touching his Godhead; and inferior to the Father as touching his Manhood. Who although he is God and Man; yet



10 11 12 13



14 15 16 17



he is not two, but one Christ. One; not by conversion of the Godhead into flesh; but by assumption of the Manhood into God. One altogether; not by confusion of Essence; but by unity of Person. For as the reasonable soul and flesh is one man; so God and Man is one Christ .” Jn 1:1-18; Mt 1:20-23; Lk 1:26-35; Is 7:14; Ga 4:4 He 4:14-16; He 2:14-18; Ph 2: 7-8; 1 P 2:22 He 9:11-14; 1 P 1:19; 1 Jn 1: 7; Ep 5: 2. Jesus is the high priest who offers the unique sacrifice of the new covenant by the gift of his life on the cross. Is 53:3-12; 1 P 1:17-20,3:18; 1 Jn 2: 2; 1 Co 6: 19-20; Rm 3:25,8:3-4; Ga 3:13; Ep 2:13-16; Col 2:13-14; He 2:14-18. ἱλάσκεσθαι: make propitiation, expiate (purify, repair, redeem) . Penal substitution (Rm 1,32): Christ offers himself as substitute who suffers our sentence, thus satisfying divine justice (Anselm of Canterbury,



Why God was made man?, Book 2, Chapter 6; Calvin, Institutes of the Christian Religion, Book II, Chapter XVI, 2.3.5). 18 1 Co 15: 3-4; 1 P 3:22; Ac 7:56; Rev 3:21. (He didn't stay in the realm of the dead / death couldn't keep its hold on him. Ac 2:24-31; 1 P 3:18-20; Rm 6:9-10) 19 Lk 23; Ac 2: 22-36; Mt 26:26-28; He 5:1-10, 9:11-28; 1 P 1:21, 2:7, 3:18-22; Mt 25:31-46; Ac 24:15; 2 Tm 4:1; Tt 2:11-14; Rm 2:1-16. Blessed of the Father, the believer is justified by faith; the unjust, hardened unbeliever, destined himself to eternal punishment, forever separated from God and thus from all love. 20 or else by the Son (Thomas of Aquinas, Summa theologica, Prima Pars, Question 36, article 3) 21 Jn 14: 26; Jn 15: 26-27, 16:7-15; 1 Jn 4: 2; 1 Co 12: 3; Ga 5:22-25 22 Rm 8:9; Jn 14: 17; 1 Co 3: 16,6:17-20 23 Jn 14: 16 and 15: 26. From the Greek παράκλητος: called near, meaning advocate, auxiliary, defender, intercessor (TOB). 24 Jn 3:5-8; Ga 6:8. Calvin speaks of the Holy Spirit's application of Christ's saving work to men. 25 Jn 16: 13-15; Tt 3:4-7; Rm 8:1-2,13-17; Ga 4:3-7; 1 P 2:4-5 26 1 Co 12 ( χάρισμα, διακονία, ἐνέργημα) and the Hymn to Charity 1 Co 13 ( ἀγάπη) 27 Jn 14: 15-17,25-26; Rm 8:1-30; Ga 5:5-6,13-25; 1 Co 2: 6-16; 1 Co 12; 2 Co 3; Ep 2: 22 28 Not the Roman Catholic Church, but from the Greek Καθολικὴν: universal, with the added nuance of unifying. 29 1 Co 12: 12-31; Mt 16:18; Jn 10: 16; Ep 5: 23-27,2:18-22,4:4-6,15-16,1:22; 1 P 2:4-10; Rm 10:11-13; Ga 3:28; Col 3:11; Ac 2:42-44; Rev 21:2,14. Made holy by the sacrifice of Christ, the Church nonetheless remains imperfect in its expression here below. Ecclesia semper reformanda. 30 Ac 1:1-14,2; Rm 12: 4-5; Jn 17: 20-26,13:1-17,34-35; Ep 4: 7,11-16; Col 16:1-4; Ga 2:10; 6:10; Col 1:24; Rev 6:9-10; Ph 2: 1-2. Communion of saints (sancti): communion and proximity of all Christians, from all places and times, not communication or cult to the saints already in heaven. Communion in holy things (sancta): Holy Supper. Sancta sanctis ! (Holy things for holy people!) 31 Ep 4:4-6; Mk 16:16; Ac 2:38,16:31-33; 1 Co 15: 1-4,11. Hence the Priesthood of all believers (1 P 2:4-10; Rev 1:6,5:10,20:6). “we are all one Body (…) which comes
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from the fact that we have the same baptism, the same Gospel and the same faith and we are in the same manner Christians, because it is baptism, Gospel and faith which alone form the ecclesiastic state and the Christian people.” in Martin Luther, À la noblesse chrétienne de la nation allemande, 1520, quoted in Luther, Les grands écrits réformateurs, trad. Maurice Gravier, Flammarion, Paris, 1992, pp. 107-109. Jn 3:16; 1 Jn 4: 7-10; Ac 13:38-39; Ep 2:1-10; Rm 3:21-31,10:9-10; Tt 3:4. Sola gratia and sola fide. 1 Jn 4:11-21; Ga 5:5-6,13-14,22-25; 1 Tm 1:5; 2 Co 3: 2-6, 4:13, 5:11-21; Ep 4:1-16; 1 Co 13; Tt 3: 8; Mt 28:18-20; Mk 16:15; Rm 10:14-15 1 Jn 1:1-4; 1 Co 16: 22; Rev 22: 20; 1 Co 15; Ac 24: 15; Jn 14: 1-6; 1 Th 5:8; 1 Co 13: 13; 1 Jn 5: 11-13; Jn 17: 1-3; Rm 6:23 Rm 11:36,16:27; Ga 1:5; Ep 3:21; Ph 4: 20; 2 Tm 4:18; Rev 1:6,7:12. Soli Deo gloria.
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